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Topies of fhe A¥eck,

Public Reactions to the Mahatma’s Decision.

IT is interéstingto observe the reactions of publie
opinion to Mahatma Gandhi's resolve to fast himsalf
to death if the arrangements for the representation of
the depressed classes in the legislatures of the land
proposed in the communal award of the British Go-
vernment were not suitably modified. ‘There never
was any doubt that in setting his face sgainst the
grant of separate electorates to the depressed classes,
the Mahatma was speaking for quite a congiderable
seotion of opinion among them. Since. the de-
claration of his resolve to fight the Glovernment’s
attempt to provide such speoial protection for those
olasses with his life, they have seen the need of not
keeping their views to themselves, but of making
them ae widely known as poesible. It. need hardly
be said that this ie a far more effective way of giving

, $heir support to Mahatma Gandhi in his fight o get
he award modified in so far at least as it concerns
2@ depressed clasges than passing no end of resolu.
{ons merely expressing the publie admiration for
nd sympathy with him in his self-inflicved suffering,

1 depressed classes opinion is thus mobilised againet
-waparate representation for them and makes its dis-
1pprovel of the communal desision unmistakably
clear to all eoncerned there is no reason to suppose
%6t the British Government will even then insist
ppon foisting separate electorate on the depressed
-olasses against their will, It is from this point of
vriew that we welcome the meetings of the depressed
olasses that are daily taking place in different parts
of the ocountry at whioh their opposition to se-

| has *

parate. electorates for themselves is unequivocally

. avowed., We propose to single out for brief mention

only ‘one or two such wmeetings, The one held

' at- Caloutta organised, we read, under the auspioes
. of as many as eleven depressed olasses organisations,
. was atlended by ten thousand members of
| those classes, This meeting disapproved of the
- communal award because of its failure to give
. them adequate protection, while it “will effactively
' bring about statutory separation and consequent

disruption of Hindu gociety and will put & permanent:
ban and humiliation or these classes.”” The Megh
Sabha of Lahore, also a depressed classes organisation,.
after due deliberation, oharacterised the
eommunal award as “highly suicidal to the best
interasts of the depressed ciasses”, while a mass meet-
ing of the dopressed olasses held at Damoh in C. P;
has also expressod its emphatic disapproval of the
provision. of separate electorates for themselves. The
more of such meetings mnd resolutions, the better
for the achievement of tie object which everybody
has at heart. viz.,, the saving of the Mahatma's life.
Mahatma Gandhi’s firm stand has also served to
oreate a 1andslide of publie opinion in favour of the
removal of civic disabilities to which these people
have been subject for ages. Thus we find that the
managing committees of several Hindu temples whioh
are generally -ocentres of unreasoned orthodoxy, to
which the Depreesed Classes *have beern consistently
refused - admigsion, geem to be riow more favour-
ably inclined, on the question of their admission to
these temples. Indeed, the doors of such temples ins -
number of places like Ahmedabad, Allahabad, Poona,.
Bombay, etc. have already been opened to them, of
course, not without opposition from the more orthodox
elements “of Hindu: sooiety, This would have been
unthinkable with so little effort on the ‘part of
the depressed classes but for the Mahatma’s sudden
intervention on their behalf. -Public .opinion is aise
showing & greater messure of sympathy in regard
to the use by the members of the depressed classes of
publio roads, schools and serais. It is to be hoped that
this very desirable change in publioc opinion will he
& permanent feature of the relations of Hindu society
with the depressed classes and will before long
resull in some praoticsl steps oalonlated to improve
their sooial status eand make them look upon them-
sslves as part and parcel of Hindu Sosisty.
- : * * iR =

Well done, C. P.

WE are glad that the public dissatisfaction with
the communal decision of His Majesty's Government
has found soms ponstructive channel for its expras-
asion at least in one provinoce viz. the Ceniral
Provinces. The decision, it will be remembered,
proclaimed the British Government’s anxiety not
to close the door on an agreed settlement among
the communities, whether such a one be forthcom
ing in regard to the whole of India or in one
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or more of the Indian provinces. The leaders of
the different communities in C. P., instead of con-
tenting themselves merely with an expression of
their condemnation of the award, recently put their
heads together with a view to devising a “wa. media
more in congonance with national feeling than was
proposed in the award and it is really a source of
satisfaotion to us to learn from a manifesto issued
recently over the signatures of prominent communal
leaders of the province inciuding, be it noted, those
of the depressed classes, that their efforts in this dire-
otion have been crowned with deserved success and
that the leaders of minority and wmajority commu-
nities have agreed on joint electrorates with reserve-
tion of seats for the former as the basis of the cons-
titution of the future legislature of the province.
This arrangement also provides for the number of
such seats to be in no case less than that granted to
the minorities by the British Government in their

award which, as it were, establishes the bona fides of.

the majority community not to cheat the minbrities

out of what they have secured from the Government..

This move in C.P, taken in conjunction with the
provision of joint electorates in the.municipal bill
recently passed by the Bergal legislature may be safe-
ly regarded as an indication of the fact that public
opinion in this matter is veering round to common
electorates. While it may be admited that the com-
munal problem in C. P.is not as complicated asin
some other provinces, there is no reason why similar
attempts should not be made eleewhere. The award
does not lay down any procedure for the substitution
of such agreements, eshould they be arrived at, in place
of the arrangements for minority representation
ineluded therein, nor does it meke clearthe means
that may be adopted by His Majesty’'s Government
in order to ascertain whether a proposed setilement
is backed by public opinion. There is apparently
every reason to hope that this new arrangement will
be duly endorsed by the C. P. legislature, Will the
QGovernment regard this as eatisfying the require-
ments of the situation or suggest other means of
ascertaining the measure of public support to it. As

wo have already said, we would like nothing so -

much as the initiation of non-official movements in
the different provinces with a view to promoting com-
mon sgreement on the communal issue, Such attempts
may not succeed in all casas; but there is no reason
why the different commuasities should at least not
agree, as in C, P, on demanding that riobody should be
-compelled to register Limself in the communal regi-
ster if he prefers his imclusion in the general one.
This would doubtless be a step, however small, on

the road to common electroates,
L ] % »

Indian Women's University,

THE Standing Committee of the All-India
‘Women's Conference have, in a special resolution re-
oently passed by them, put on record their deliberate
view that the Indian Women's University, with
which the name of the well-known social reformer
and educationist, Prof. D. K. Karve, will ever remain
indissolubly assooiated as its founder, was fulfilling a
definite educational purpose. That is making a by
no mesns extravagant claim on behalf of the Univer~
sity. Indeed@ a perusal of the latest report of the
University shows that the claim is more than justified.
It is seen from the report that there are as many as 24
institubions in the different parts of the country
working aslong the Iines laid down by the University.
More than 2,500 girls were reading last year in the
middle and high schools affilinted to the University,
and about 125 were receiving higher  education
in the ocolleges oconducted wunder its auspices.
But to appreciate properly the growing popularity
of the University, a study of the number of

students sppearing at its degree and entrance exs~
minations, which is found in the report, is necessary.
This shows that while the number of those that
appeared for and passed the G. A. examination in
1928 waa respectively 15 and 10, the corresponding
figures for 1932 were 23 and 14, The entrance exa-
mination of the University atiracted in 1928 only 69
girls, while this year the number had nearly trebled
itself, being 01, while the number of passes mora
than doubled themselves, having risen from 46 in
1928 to 108 in 1932. The progress as represented by
theme figures might appear to some as being not ss
encouraging as might be wished ; but seeing that the
University is trying to explore new ground in insist-
ing on vernacular being the medium of instruction
and that its degrees yet do not enjoy the same market
value in the absence of a Government oharter,
as those of other Universities, which are recognised
by the Government, there is hardly any reason
to feel diseatisfied at the pace at which it is
advancing in public estimation. The aotivities of'
a new venture like the University are, as a rule, cons
siderably handicapped by want of adequate financial
resources. Prof. Karve's child was no exception to this
rule ; but the munificence of the late Sir Vithaldas'
Thackersey, than whom it would be hard to find a more
broad-minded or wide-visioned Indiam merchant-.
prince; enabled the University to carry on ifs useful
work unhampered by this handicap, The recent
action of his trustees, however, in withholding'
the monthly payment of inferest on the corpus of-
fifteen lakhs, has placed the institution in difficulties,!
the nature of which only those who are in any way
responsible for the conduct of such instiutions can,
appreciste. Even with the most drastic refrenchment,
and economies in expenditure resulting in the reduc-
tion of the salaries of the staff from Rs. 125 to”
Rg. 75, the TUniversity budget shows a deficid
of Rs..30,000—a circumstance which is naturally
a source of much concern to the organisers.
It would indeedbe a pityif this valuab'lai,,
educational experiment has to suffer for want of the,
requisite finances and we have really no heitapmnt,
in eddorsing the appeal of the Standing Committeei
of the Women’s Conference to the late Sir Vithaldas™
trustees to reconsider their decision to stop their
financial support to the University,. We would i
also earnestly appeal to'the Bombay Governmeni to
give a charter of recognifion to the' University,!
which, besides giving & much-needed status to the
University, will also rescue it from the financiak
difficulty it is faced with. ;

* * *

Excise in C. P. :

THE excise administration report of the Central
Provinces and Berar for 1931 records a further heavy
fall in consumption as also in excise revenue, thanks
to the anti-drink activities of the Congress and the-
prevailing economic depression. The consumption of
country spirit decreased in & single year by as much,
as 39 per cent, and was, we are told, the lowest on,
record. Where, as in some other provinces, the de-
creased consumption of couniry liquoris a._coompam-l
ed by arise in that of foreign drinks, it oreates a
situation which no friend of temperance can contem-,
plate with equanimity. In C.P., however, not only,
was there no increase in the sale of imported hq_uor‘
but its consumption too showed a weloome decline.’
It must, however, be admitted that there was -_a.:j
increase of nearly 2,000 gallons in the consumptlo
of beer manufactured in India; but this is attributed
to its greater use by troops located at Jubbulpore wha.
seem to prefer it to imprted beer. Any way, the rise
ocannot be regarded as at all disquieting. This all

round reduction in consumption resulted in the fall_:



SEPTEMBER 22, 1932.)

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

353

of the total exoiee revenue by as much as 33 per cent.
and brought it down from a little over a orore of
rupees to Ra. 69 Iskhs which considerably added to
the difficulties of the Government. The report is
written, as most of such reports are usually done,
with 8 view to support the official contention that

reduced consumption inevitably leads to inscreesed .

illioié distiliation, The statistios given in the report
show that the number of such oases went up from
447 in 1919-20 to 2,472 last year, while the number
of persons prosecuted for exoise’ crime which was
1,506 in 1919-20 was 4,800 in 1931, That these figures

' are sudh as to give food for anxious thought to all

temperance workers cannot of course be doubted; but
they cannot be allowed to be used, as in the report, to

| disoredit the goal of total prohibition upon whioWw
. publio opinion has set its heart,

The incroagse ia
illioit drinking points, in our opinion, not to ths
abandonment of the gosl of prohibition, at which tha
writer of the report aseems to be studiously driv ng,
but to the need of stricter measures for its detect’on.
There is no reason why with greater co-operation
from the public and a deteotvive staff really knowing
its job this should not be practicable.

THE FATEFUL FAST.

| HE Mahatma entered on his fateful fast on the
20th inst, in the Yerawada Jail. When the
question of his vow was discussed in the Legisia-

tive Assembly last week on an adjournment motion, |
. sllow the Mahatma access to the people, the means

- o save his life rested primarily with the Depressed

the gpokesman of the Government gave the publio
to understand that the Mahatma would be given
opportunities to mobilize publio opinion and for that
purpose he would be released from prison, From a
staternent made in the Assembly on the 20th it appears
that the Government had no intention of releasing
the Mahatma unconditionslly but that they had all
along intended to confine him to some place other
than the prison and restrict his liberty. The Mahatma
demurred to this arrangement ; he had not asked for his
release; his vow was not a ftriock to secure it,

If his liberty was to be restricted, there was no point |
- demands reservations on a population bagis in

| csommon elootorates,

inhis leaving tke prison; he might as well stay there,
The Government have ultimately decided to keep him
in the prison but Jeave him fres to mest people whom
he -wished to meet. And the censorship over his
correspondence has been removed.

" Wa cannot but profoundly regret the action of
the . Government, which, to say the least, is mean
and petty despicable. They have ignored the unanim-
ous wish of the people of India for his unconditional
rolense well before he commenced his fast in order
that he might be able to move about the country and
mobilise publio opinion. They would relesse him
only after he started his fast. Even if he was then
released unoconditionally, he would not have been
able to oareer round the country, in view of his weak
helth and the superimposed fast, There was not the
slightest possibility of his abusing his unrestricted
liberty. As it is, the purpose of his relesse is but
imperfoctly served. He may be free to meet a few
leaders, but he will not be able to meet the general
publio, who make and unmake the leaders, Mareovar,
whatever one may think of the Mshatma's views, it
will be universally admitted that he is the very soul
of honour, and he was unlikely to take advantage of
his uanrestricted freedom to promote the ocivil dis-
obedience movement, knowing: that he was set free
golely for ancther and limited purposs. And if he
did travel beyond the limit, the Government could
have clapped bim in jail again without trial, as they
bave done before. If the Government’s olaim that
their ordinanoce polioy had been a sucoess, was well~
founded there was even less justification for the peity
action of the Government. Apparently._ it is not.

- Anyway, the Government have been lamentably

niggardly in implementing their promise to afford
facilities to the Mahatma to mobilise public opinion.
‘While it was in the hands of the Government io

Classes, If those leaders among them who stood for

" geparate electorates would consent to give up their

demand, the Mahatma's vow will be fulfilled and his
life saved. It must be remembered that the Mahat-
ma’s present objective is the negative one of the can-

: cellation of the spearate elestorates graunted to the

Depressed Classes under the Communal Award. He

- is against the school represented by Dr, B. R. Ambed-
. kar. Butitis not olear whether he is in favour of

the sohool represented by Mr. M. C. Rajah, which

‘We have always held that
separate olectorates were no protection to the Depress-
ed Classes. But we recognise there is an influential
school among them which believes in it. It must
regretfully beadmitted that the Mahatma by his con-
duct towards that school in London at the second

" Round Table Conference, as brought out in a very
[ pointed way in Dr. Ambedkar’s recent statoment, has

not made it easy for them to repose implicit con-
fidenco in himself or his followers. The Mahatma
not only refused to concede reservation of seats in

 oommon electorates for the Depressed Classes, . but,

what is most strange for him, he attemped to enter
into a pact with the Muslims to oppose the
Depressed Classes; he would yield to the
Muslim all they demanded if they would join
him in opposing Dr. Ambedkar's demands!

"Dr. Ambedkar replied by oubt-manoceuvring the
[ Mahatma ; he himself eatered into & paot with the

Muslime and against the Mahatms, In tho event both

‘have lost; the Mahatma lost hisplea for common
 slectorates and Dr, Ambedkar gof very much less than
" what the Minorities Pact promised him and his collea-

gues in the Pact have now deserted him, We hope the

 lesson will not be lost on both. Some kind of compro-
" mise between the two seems inevitable. And the solution
- moat oanvassed is common electorstes with reserva-
| tions. It remains to be seen if the Depressed Classes’

leaders will between themselves agree to this way
out and if the Mahatma will agree to it too.

In the meanwhile, at the instance of the vener-
able Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, some of the
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most influential lesdera of Hindu community met in
Bombay on Monday last fo consider ways and meana
of saving the Mahatma's life, The Conference is
still in session as we write and . its conoclusions are
not yet known. Its task, however, lay in two direc-
tions. The firat is to find a political formula to save
the Mahatma, For this purpose a knowledge of the

agree to reservation or if he would object to it also.
For it should be noted that the Mahatma’s objection
is to the perpetusation of the distinction between the
Depressed Classes and others of the Hindu community,

Separate electorates divide the general mass of the.
people into two olasses, Reservation is not wholly

free from this blemish, Though the general
body of volers need not be classified as Depressed
Class and other in the wvoters' list, the candi-
dates must declare themsslves as belonging to the
Depressed Classes or the other. Segregation will be

‘there, though limited to & emall class of candidates..

1t,.therefore, remains to be geen if the Mahatma con-
siders the toleration of this limited amount of * segre-
gation as .compatible with his vow. The Bombay
Conference had sent a deputation to confer with
the Mahatma, and must now be. in possession
of his views in the matter. From the statement
issued by the deputation, it appears that the Mahatma
18 not opposed to the reservation of seats; It now
Temains to be seen if the Bombay Conference will be
able to persuade the Ambedkar group to agree to it.

It is not surprising that the Depressed Classes
have taken advantage of the oceasion to sesk the
redress of the social wrongs that they are subieet to
in Hirdu society. It is not only natural but right
that they should exploit it to the full, Those who stand
for separate electorates ask for a quid »ro quo for

giving up their demand. It would be unfair, however,

to charge them with exploiting mercilessly a misfor-
tune and stampeding thehigh easte Hindus into doing
things which under normal conditions and as theresult
of reasonable persuasions they would not do, After all,
if soparate electorates were demanded as & protection
against the higher castes in whom the. Depressed
Classes have no confidence, and if they were to be
abandoned in favour of common electorates, the
higher oastes must give unimpeachable proofs of a
change of heart and of attitude towards the Depressed
Olasses and engender in the latter a feeling of common-
ness betwean them and the higher castes. Not un-
naturally the Depressed Classes make their admission
to the sacred temples of the Hindus the test. If the

orthodox Hindus will freely fraternise with them in

their temples, it would make it infinitely easier for
the Depressed Classes to abandon their demand for
soparate electorates, The second task of the Bombay
Conferenca is to bring about this social change. It
is gratifying that some temples in Benares, Bombay,
Ahmedabad, Poona and other places have been
thrown open to the Depressed Classon. We hope the
movement will gathexr momentum and the curse of
untouchability will soon be abolished by the wvolun-
tary action of the high caste Hindus,

But it fs futile to hope that the Depressed Clagses

_tory solution,
" diffioulties.

}léaders will, as the result of their admission to
temples, altopgether relinguish their demand for
special guarantees of political power to protect them=
selves, They are likely, nay, certain, to bargain
for the highest price they can get. Reservations on
population basis is the least they ave likely to insisk
on ; some of them may even ask for weightage. Dr.

. Moonje bas, apparently under the atress of emolion

mind of the Mahatma is essentinl, whether he would  engondered by the Mahatma's vow, volunteered that

he would agree to cent per cent, of the demand of the
Deapressed Classea; and the Mahatma himself has said

| in his correspondence with Whitehall that he was

not opposed to over-representation of the UDepressed
Classes. The leaders of the Depressed Classes are
not likely to ignore these commitments, the one of
the leader ‘of the ‘Hindu ' Maha Sabha and the other
of the leader of the Congress, With the Mahatma's
life perilously hanging in the balance, the Hindu
Conference will have no option but to accede to all
the demands of the Depressed Classes: The albernas
tive is that Mr Rajah bimself may be driven into the
arms of Dr. Ambedkar, and the Mahatma faced with
certain death,

But the grant of reservation’ of seats even ona
population basis for the Depressed Classes has
administrativa and political defects of a serious
charaoter, In the first place, it has not been easy to
defing the Depressed Clasgses for the purpose of
ranchise qualifications. The latest definition was at-
tempted by the Indian Franchise Committee, but it is
atvarianes with the definitions of other and previous

. committees. -In the second place, there is great dif-

farence of opinion regarding the number of the Dep-
ressed Olasses. The Simon Commission estimated it
at 43-6 million, while the Provincial Governments in
1932 put it at 37-45 million, the Provincial Franchise
Commifttees at18-62, while the Lothian Committee de-
clined to name a figure. It will beextraordinarily diffi-
cult for the Bombay Conference to agree on a figure
for the whoile of India and the figures for each of theg
provinces. Ciranting thaf the maximum figures are
accopted, the grant of reservation or a population
basis will not make for efficient legislatures. On
account of the weightages given to various minori-
ties under the Communal Award, the seats in the
different legislatures assigned to the general elscto-
rate are already less than ite strength warrants, If oug
of this diminished quets, the Depressed Classes are to
geof a share proportional fo their numbers, estimated
at the maximunm, the higher caste Hindus will have
ropresentation far; far inferior ta their numbers, and
what is really important, to their capacity and
equipment for public work. It is no disparagement
to the Depressed Classes that at the present time they.
cannot produce & proportional number of candidabes
from among themselves competent enough, or as
competent as, those from the more educated higher
oastes, The net result will be that the legisiatures
will be filled with a weighted body of extremely
narrow-rainded and fanatic representatives of the
Mus}ims and other minorities elected onseparate ele-
otorates and a 1arge number of, for no faulf of theirs,
not highly competent representatives from the Depres-
sed Classes and & disproportionately small number
of the better educated and better equipped higher
oaste Hindus. Just at the time when it is proposed
to transfer power from London to Delhi, it would not
"be in the best interests of India that its legislatures
"should be filled with men and women not the bes
‘equipped and the most nationsl in outlook. The
demand, therefore, for reservation on mpulahon}:
basis ever without weightage must be deprecated.
. Universal aduli franchise for all communities with-
. out reservations seems the only really a_-.shsfgn-,
: notwithstanding its administrative
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DEPRESSED CLASSES REPRESENTATION.

¥ once the ropresentstion of the Depressed Classes

in the joint etectorate with Hindus—or the so- |

cailed general electorate—on *ull populahon basis
be agreed upon, the number o seats that should, irt
all fairness, be reserved to them ocan easity be as-
certained, The Lothian Commiltee were not asked by
the Pramier to recommend the distribution of seats
between the various communities and Intorests, but
waere Instructed inter alia to “obrain information on
a number of matters connected with the representation
of Depreseed Classes.” This the Committes faithfully
did and after ascertaining the figures of population
"of Depressed Classes, shown in a suecinot form in
the table on p. 119 of their report, recommended the
numbers they thought fair for each of the eight
provinces under enquiry. To the findings of this
: Committes, Dr, B. R. Ambedkar, as a representatlva
of the Depressed Classes, was a party.

The Cemmittee had at then: dlsposal the ﬁgures of
. the D. O, population and the population of all Hindus,
a3 envmerated by the mest recent census of 1931, In
~ the first five provinces in the table appended, as also
. in Bihar and Orissa (No, VIII), there is badly any

difference in figures of the D. C. population a3 work- |

pd out by (1) The Provincial Govarnmant.acncerned,

(2) the Provincial. Franchise Committes comcerned,

and (3) the Mincrity of three . mombera ( Messrs,
Tambe, Chintamasi . end Bakhale} who have
written s minute of dissent. on this snd on some
other matters in the Lothian Report. The three
different anthorities mentioned above give 1365,
13-65 and 1335 millions as: the total D: C.
population in the five provinces, ‘which/ shows
almost complete unanimity. With regard te Bihar
& Oriesa, though the respective figures are 5-80,
430 and 0-40, showing a wide difference, 'the
Lothian Report has, in the opinion of fhe writer,
very fairly and correctly accepted the total of
4:30 millions as the estimate of the nmmber of
Dopressed Classes in that province who fall under the
definition which they have accepted. Thus for  six
provinoes out of eight there is not any 'differchos of
opinion. To these estimates of the D, C- population
Dr, B. R. Ambedkar has beep a party,

-r Now that the Prime Minister has under Hm;
Cammunal Award fixed the sizength of the various ]
Provinecial Councils, and the mumber of sents assigned

to the Hindua (including *othara"} therein, it becomes.
very sasy to caloulate, by mera rule of three,
the number of geats that ahould, in all fairness,
be wvonceded by omete Hindus to' their suppressed

brathren. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, during the negotia~ }

tions that are going on between him and the Hindu -

leaders assembled in Bombay, has handed in & scheme
whioch the leaders have taken to Mahatma Gandhi for
his approval, Therein he mentions the number of
seats that the D, O, shall have in the efght provinos
oancerned. These figuras. do not, I must say, tally
with the figures claimable by the D.C. even on the full
population basis, sa accepted by the Lothian Com.
mittee, as can be geen from the table given below=

~oconditions of &
- Northerrt India.'hers referred fo by him  csnriot
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COMPARATIVE TABLE OF SEATS

-] - g = & a0

. F3Ef By iRy snET

Proince B2 3 307 252 2333

3= 3§ 271838 il

. g mg & T 28 SE5"
1.Madras = 215 153 30 26 18
2. Bombay 200 108 16, . 11 10
3.0.P. 112 88 20 1T 10
4 Aspam . 108 57 1T, i 4
5 Punjab 175 43 10 7 0
6B.&0. 175 14 320 15 53
Total.,., 985 563 . w07 83, 49

1t should be noted that in the Pun;ab the Hindus
are & minority, and that _they have. nok: only not
gained a woightage there under the Prime Minister's.
Award, as the Muslims did in all provinces. where
they are in & minority, aund. as the Sikhs dig in the
Punjab, but got leas than their due, aven aoeordmg to
their populatxon basis. And yeb they will in all pro-.
bability now be asked to set apart seven seats from
their alveady reduced share,

Thus, as agsinst 83 seats <laimable in all fair-
ness by Dr. Ambedkar acoording to the figures

t mecepted by the Lothian Committes and to which the

Doctor wee a party, he now olaims 107 geats, oran

- over-representation of 237, in the six provinces, where

there should be no raom for difference at all.

" With regard to the D, C, population figures in
Bengal and the T, P, there is wide and serious differ-
ence. Even the Census Commissioner, the Provinoial
Gavernment, and the Lothian Committee had wet
enough informabion at'their disposal when the
Lothian Report- came to be written. It is for that
resson that the Prime Minister in para 91(3) of his
Award pays, “"Modifiostions” {from the general .
principlea advoocated in the Franchise Committes’s

. Report), sy, howwer, be found necessary in some

provinces in Northen Indis where the application of
the general oriteria of antouchability might result in
s definition unsuitable ,in Eomg respects o speoial
a provinoe, * The provinces of

be other: than one: or aAll of the three provinces
of Bengal, U.F.,, and the Punjab. Ascan” be meen
from the appended table, there is not serious difference
in the figure of population of the Punjsb, but in
Bengal and the. U.P. there are not only serious,
but basic, differences about the statistics of the D, C.
Ia fact, the-whole matter is in a fluid condition. In
view of that, it is strangs and incomprebensible to
the writery that Dr. Ambedkar should proposa for
adoption suchabnormally large propurtions of Hindu

seats for the D, C. aa 62147, and 287, for Bengal and
the U. P, respectively. The leaders of the Depreased

Classes in Bengal and the U. P. will not themselves
olaim such exaggerated proporkiops. If wmtoucha-
bility were the sole .oriterion, thw Doprossed Class
population in the U, P. will be so greaily reduced in
number that, in the opinion of the U, P. Government,
they will be entitled to no more than two eeata. (Vide
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page 116 of the Lothian _repqrt‘).‘ The qofnpﬁrﬁt}ivé
table for the two 'provinces ‘is given below.
COMPARATIVE TABLE OF SEATS

— P - o nY

S 52 SF. 85 His

s &, I2 3435 1i

T EE Jy ZE8§ 45F o3%

4 m g L Qi = o'g 'g' =

o =0 da g% 287 8§

il B~ £% @« =25  =&2%E

=3 [ D A as S =

.. = PO - A et <

Bengal 250 80" .50 27 10
U.P, 228 144 40 13 12,
478, 224 90 40 22

I arrive at the figure of 27 for Bengal and eall it
fair, a8 I base it on the population figure accepted by
the Lothian Report {page 117 ), and of 13 for the
T. P. ss a mean between the two extremé estitnates
of 24, based 'on the figure considered Teasonable by
the U. P. Government on one side, and of 2, based on
the figure put forth by the U.P. Franchise Committes
.and the Lothian Minority on the ‘other “hand. The
figure works to 24 seats even according to the esti-
matss of the U. P. Government who are inclined

‘untodchable classes aré taken into accourit.

to favour the grant of two seats, if only really
But Dr.
Ambedkar demands as many 40, against 24 on the one
hand and 2 on the other. Any unprejudiced man will
say that the figure of 40 is unscceptable prima facie,
aud that the correct estimate may lie somewhere bet-
ween 24 and 2, and in no case will exceed 24. This is
& matter for further investigation, if only “untouch-
able” classes have to be taken into aseccount
and not “those classes for whioh thers oan be
no doubt that special - consideration is required™ as
per.the note of Mr. Blunt of the U, P. Government,
referred to on p. 115 of the Lothian report. IHere the
special consideration is iniended o be shown eviden-
tly not on the ground of “ untouchability,” but on
other * apecial” considerations having no connection

- with untouchability practised by orthodox Hindus,

I earnestly. appeal to Dr. Ambedkar to be fair
to the Caste Hindus and do the right thing by the
Country as a whole, nofwithstanding the grievous .
wrongs that the caste Hindus have inflicted on his
community for ceuturies. !

A. V. THAKKAR.

Camparativg Statement of Total Hindu and Depressed Hindu Pépulatz’on'. with seats claimed by them, in eight
Provinces in India as per different estimates on equal population basis.

T & : D‘ d Ol : - ] . | . Beata fof D. | +. =
B E epra?;aépul::ii:g Hindu 2= QE C.on popula-™@ [ |3 |2
S o . ) . ) B (@ [my |[tion basis asieis|sdlly s (4
e S| [Bg|d |2 By (et on BEEREE
Redf= . - - @ a8 = (8 - . ol g a2 .
g GaEE | & |% |E |E8|z|EmELE |4 | #r3al8hicEE5C
£ wSE(E N O (B, (8% 8|8 |8 88 [BalzsiE2ERi2g ulEa
© Bew = — geilodl aly [Seale S22 ElE oW
B. Provinos. M8 1w B |33 RSIE|T 22850858822 52428
= rOVIROR |skaiCal =g, |8 |AT 88|28 (30555 |2eEEa R ngEalatE
— =E A -1 _EV} -3 '2: T Q-OQ“E'-Eﬂoosﬂnnogo
E 23785 & |BR|EEIEn% % NASGE[GAS 0230 Elas
- :: =1 X . "'_ = -t b
i Biie | S & |S3PE5|T e ERetaianiEs
—5 |8 ) | 8 S {88 ¥ |2 OF (BAMs2agd 28, 8%
g5 |8 & & |aslAg| S1E)ss (3 (sE[Em[calRElEs [®
- - = . -] ] 3
o |4 < J-an‘a_élg‘n‘:&ﬁzaélé
o (IN "MILLION8.)|...covene]uerees
1| Madras ] 41°66 | 65 b | vi| w1 {21562 | 15326 %6 |26{32)43| 18] 36
II | Bombay inoluding Sind...| 1715 | 1.5. 8. 17| 17 [17]200 92| 108111111628} 0| 11
IO | Ceutral Provinces .| 167733 9 | 29 | 29 89|12 881717272 |22] 10 17
IV | Assam .| 562 10] 9 | 065 065|065\ 10868 | 57| 7| 7{ T|14i14]| 4| ¢
V | Punjab .| 677|28 T8 .| 13 Lsajroojimiiss| 43| 8| 8] 6|2s[17] ol 7
Total of 5 Provinces ...| 8597 [15°1 149 | 1965|1365 |19°35] 810/361 | 449 69 | 69 {67 {111 [124 |~ 42 | 68
VI| Bengal | 22°44 115 'ﬁm avail 112 5/ 007 {007 250/170 | 80 |60 | 04 061 (;:?)- 10| 21¥
ane 2 ‘
VII| United Provinces | 41:02 121} 6:80| 060 10°60| 228 84 | 144 [ 84| 8 2{57[45]| 12| 1%
VIII| Bihar and Orissa ...| 8307 |50 37 | 58p| 430 040 175/ 61 | 14 |2 |15 18| |u| 7| 1E
Total of 6, 7 and 8 ...| 9658 [285| 149 |2384| 497 [107] 653/315 | 838 |84 17| sflaz 13| 9| 55
' + Beng’ ' ‘ 1 _
Total of 8 Provinces ...|189'50[436| 898 |3745 | 1868 |14z [1463/676 | 787 {158 | 86 [ 70 [253 Jesy | .71 [ 233
+ Bengal's)] ’
A FPigure furnished by the Minority of two membera only. D .a'.ppr'oximate'.:

The Majority hava given no sastimate.

B Under revision. 1931 Basis. Includes Rajabanais 1'4
and Hill Tribes. The whole matter.[s under investigation.
Lothian Report, p. 117, gives the figure at 74 miliona,

0 Inoluding castes for which special representation is
proposed, ' ‘ o

B 07 by sompe, and 11'2 by others.

F Taking the figure of 7} millions as oorrect.

G This ip & mean bstween the figore of 34 of the Provin~ -
oial Government and 3 of the Provincial Franchise
,Committes,

H As per Lothisn Committes Report see p. 113,
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.. AN . INTERNATIONAL REVIEW.. . [itis taking place before the. World Economio Con-

' 2. . o ference and that.its resulte'are bound to have econ-

ERMANTY'S Internial diffioulties appear tobe very | siderable influence upon it. The problems examined

muoch the same. But there is & marked tondancy willI be vgﬁ la;t ecogoqlti:&anéi fti:anci:l ;l;gx_-aoter. hThd

to suthoritative reaction om the pdrt of the | results will be submitted at the end of this month to
-Government. A new interview with . Hitler has | the Commission of Studies for European Union.

given no more positive xesults than on previous cooa- | - The countries concerned are suffering from an
.sions.. Hitler will not hear of coming into the Ca~ | enormous reduction of their commercial transackions
binet if he is not going to be the chief and dictate hia | and also from an almost completo absence of credita.
‘terms. Consequently the present Cabinet can bardly |. From' 1929 to 1931, the materials produced and ex«
face the Beichstag without being assured of a defeat.. | ported by the Danubian countries ( cereals, wood,
They have, therefore, arranged with President Hind-~ | hide; 'petrol, etc. J have' decreased according to the
enburg’s approval to govern without Parliament. | proportion of 3:1 and sometimes of 4:1,- After the
'The Reichsiag had elected s.de!agatitm for the pur~ | bankruptoy’ of the Credit Anstalt { May '1931),the’
_posa of carrying out negotiations with Hindenburg, | foreign credits, ‘which : were -almost the sole credits’
- but the latter has not yet consented fto receive it. | of these countries, have been either called baok or
Germany's foreign policy has. been marked by a | entirely lost. Thefsll of thepound has only preci-
large diplomatic offensive, whose developments and | pitated the retreat and mew oredit ' has not replaced'
various reactions abroad are yet in_ a. process of | theold. - Pt e S "
- evolution, ' . b SRR S N Ny SO ALV, S T y
T P b .. . |i Another causs of evil is.the pomplexity of the.
IN ITALY the Vinance Member has decided | yivalries which have sprung amorfg the countries
on some finanoial reforms. which very much ressem- | themselves, some of them being oliiefly agricultural,
ble those that the. Frenoh .and English Governments.| gthers chiefly industrial powers, ‘and each one, of
are oarrying qui themselves. P A T N course, having its own particular interests. One
PARAGUAY. and BOLIVIA have not yet:come to | of the main tasks of the ‘Conference will be to con-
an . aggreement, in epite of the .intervention of the | vince these eountries that they 'have everythirg to-
President of the League of Nations and .that of the | lose'in tryirg to maintain d hostile indepsndence and
Neutral Commission sitting in Washington,. The | everything to 'gain ‘by a friendly' coliaboration. A~
Jatter having asked the two countriesto sign a 60 | youthful nationalism' has become asggressive behind'* *
days’ truce from the first of Beptember, the Bolivian | each new frontier and  has' made political barriers’
Cabinet has resigned! . . - . .+ . . higher by adding economic tariffs to them, = But the
IN FRANCE the- budgetary problem is the most | result:is that- the economic life of - each country is
" ‘important. The ‘answer to the (erman Note iz | dying, and the Danube, 'which ought o be-the great
ocompying the Government these days. It was | vitallink .among’those ocountries, has been forsaken'
deoided that the' snswer would not be given before | by commercial ships. The crisis has found an éasy -
the other 'ocountries had - been''consulted. Tt is' | Proy in this part of the world where ‘technical and
said to be ready at present, and sinos: the full text of ‘| social evolution had not gone very far as yet; Even-
the German Note has now been made publio, the taxt | the loans begged for and obtained from. the great

.of the answer is ‘expected to be fully published also | European powers . under the constant menace of
Very soon. o o o - | immediste catastrophe have hardly brought temporary

CHINA snd ' JAPAN sre astir'again in Man- | Felief and certainly not an efficient cure. Giving all
 ohuiris * Japan has devided to 'recognise the mew | tRe figures would be tiresome; but we may mention,

3 : . 3o . roith it } fOT instance, that the total trade of the five countries -
Manochukuo State: and te sign & tresty ‘with its among themselves . has: fallen from -969 860,000

o f a K i R .
o et i Partioular #hat | dollars in 1928 o 536,060,000 dollars in 1931. The
culty with the United States, There are many remarks | ¢rade of these countries with the. rest of the
: : : - | world was 1,982,960,000 dollars in 1928, and has-:
in the press on the implications of the Stimson " iy
declarations - with regard to the Manchurian fallen to 1,347,950,000 dollars in 1931.* . '
-quaestion, and journalists engage- in prophecies as to AUSTRIA is now a small couniry, with & popula-
the possible conssquences of the rivalry between the | tion of only 6,500,060 inhabitants, more than half of
United States and Japan, and the various “ bloos ™ | which is concentrated.in Vienna.r Her.agriculture .
of Alliances that it might eventually engender. | is insufficient to-setisfy the needs-of -the country
Alliance between Awmerica and China? Allianoce | itself and her industries oannot: live on exporta-
between China and Russia? And agoording to the turn | tion because of the high tarrif barriera of the
of events, one way or the other, in Germany, what | other Danubian States, The former oconfidence
will be the the attitude of that ocountry towards | enjoyed by Vienna astho great financial centre of
Ruasis ¥ All these remnrl_is. are mete speculations, | Europe has been, ruined on the ona hand by the
- but they show in a very atiking manner how interna- | gollapse of tha Credit Anstalt, and on the other
“tlonal the preocoupations of politicians have become, | by tue prodigalities,of & socialist Government
and also thar, more and more, Asia is playing a | tinged with ' communist tendencies. A great many
decisive part in the world and in ifs political and | starile politioal 1ivalries have not smoothed matters
economic balance. o and it is no wonder that Austria should sometimes -

THE OPENING OF THE STRESA CONFERENCE, - | have envisaged an Anschlussto Germany as a solu-.
The Conference whioh has just opened in Stresa | tion of despair.. But this Ansohluss, whioh. would
‘1s expacted to tackle one of the moat serious oauges | Undaubtedly benefit Germany, would nog bring any
of the present economic_orisis : the economic para. | more customers to Austria, and the besk remedy for ,
Iyais of the countries of Qantral and Oriental Europe, her seems t? ba co].laborl_mon with the other Daau-
1t is presided by Mr. Georges Bonnet, the President | bian countries which might help to revive her .
of the Committes for Central and Oriental Earopa, industriea in a oon_sxderable messure, if tariff walla
Ho haa invited thers the 15 countries mentioned in | Were done away with. : S :
the fourth Appendix of the final  Act of the | - —
Lausaane Conference. This means, in fact, that all *The figures are thoss of the League of Nations Economia
Europe {exoept the extreme North and Spain) will | Committee. It is fair to remember thatowing to the fall in
be represented in those debates, This conferencs has | prices,the effective decrsase in quaatity is leas than the fall -
# very partioular significance owing to the faot that | of figures seem to indioate. o ‘

”
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. HIUNGARY, which is practically governed by a
kind of feudal dictatorship, possesses immense
agricultural resourees and can nourish a very vast
papulation (the actusl population is 8 millions); but
she also has borrowed consideratle sims which have
gone to make up for the . permanent deficit of her
budget, the expenses of secret armaments, or the
-creation of industries (sugar factories, textiles, glass)
which were not needed by the country and create
unnecessary rivalry to the already existing European
industries.

. YueoSLAVIA, whick has seenm her ferritory
considerably enlarged since the war, is another agri-
cultural country. Her sub-soil is rich in iron, copper,
lead, cbrome, antimony, but those resources have
hardly been exploited as yei. Is it to be regretted ?
Tke population {12 millions) is sturdy and active,
but.capital is everywhere lacking. There agsin, as
in most of these Danubian countries, nationsl indus-
tries have been artificially ocreated, not to satisfy
economic needs, but nationalistic vanity snd desire
of rivalry with neighbours! * Thé needs have in-
creased, but poverty has remained,” said one of the
enquirers.

RUMANIA is the nation which has gained the

P

most through the war, from the geographical point of

view. Her papulation (171¢ millions ) is 837, rural,
The soil ia fertile but the peasants are bsckward snd
' might utilise it far more efficiently. The annual
production of petrol is 6,652,248 tons. Financislly,
Rumania has escaped some of the misfortunes of her
neighbours, thanks to the cleverness of her fechnical
advisers, but her budget is poor and the adminiatra-
tion of publio finances is not always carried out in
a very commendable manner.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA c¢omprises the richest and the
most populated territories of the former Austrian Em-
pire; 14,720,000 inhabitants, whose ohief oocupation
is industrial. Among the Danubian countries, it is
certainly tbs most balanced economically and the
soundest financially, There is also & moral factor in
the situation, Czechoslovakia has had far-sighted
statesmen who have shaped her destinies, created
faith and enthusissm in action among the people,
and inspired confidence and respect to the whole
of Europe in the space of a fow years. But, Czecho-
slovakia, also, has seen her cusiomers becoming
rerer and rarer,

How oould it. be otherwise, when Austria and
Rumania cannot pay, Germany cannot pay any more,
Hungaria is at war with Prague, economically speak-

ing, and Yugoslavia seils more to Czechoslovakia |

than she buys from her ?

Again, we are faced with en insufficient market
due on the one hand to excessive eustoms duties raised
sgainst two good . customers, Austria and Hungary
espeoislly, and also to the reckless oreation of secon-
dary industries ( automobiles, tyres, perfumes, siik
weaving ) the produots of which cannot all be absorb-
ed by the home market and comnsequently hamper

the exportation of nermal products, The puccess of

the Conference will depend in ne small measurs on
the spirit that the various countries will bring to the
negotiations, Common presperity will be reached

only by common good-will and not by petty bargain- | )
1 the various Settlements was 7,786 as against 8,842 a.

ing,

Money must be made sound, and for that, colla-
boration of the banks of these various States is
perhaps the first helpful step to be taken. Sound
finances will not be indefinitely ensured by foreign
loans which are definitely lost in eternal budgetary
defioits. The oreditor countries are beginning to
consider the sacrifice ss inadvisable, and morsover,
thelr own diffoulties do not evem wake it possible
any more. Credite can only be secured if a vasf

scheme of economic restoration can be jointly orga-.
nised and if that rests on reliable guaranteee, if the
utilisation of the said credits can be oontrolled and
utll_med, at least for the larger part in publiec works.
which will mean orders for the oreditor countries and
thereby help to hasten the end of the presens crisis.

But will the Stresa Conference find time to con-
clude an agreement on financial questions which
would involve & good deal of preliminary disoussion ?
Economical questions must be solved first, and from,
that point of view, it seems evident that nothing
can be done until a reconeil iation is reached between
Czechoslovakia and Hungsry, and a commercial
treaty is signed between the two countries, after
which the tariff war between the five countries must
be definitely given up and an organised system of ox-
changes put in its place, with & uniform preferential
tariff if necessary, the figure would be expreesed in
gold money and exchanges would be adjusted to
the needs of internsl consumption of each couutry.
Thua would be revived oms of the most interesting
erticles in the St. Germain Treaty, which the interest- -
ed parties seem fa bawe disregarded up to now.

The influence of the larger countries in these-
deliberations can be belpful, but a great deal of tact
and diseretion bas to be exercised. The interested
parties must not be diotated sn agreement; they
must reach it on their own accord and at their

own convenience. Bui they must be led to
understand. that agreement alone will inspire.
confidence, and confidence oniy can bring:

them the orediis they need and without which they
cannot revive. Both France and England bave
already invested congiderable sums, in Central and
Oriental Europe. They eannot expect to be paid
otherwige than in goods, but with the actusal fall in
prices, the smount of goods necessary would be re--
latively very important. That is why a system of pre-.
ferential tariffs. could be envisaged, the exact mode of
which would have fo be found by mutusl agreement.
But it is & question of life and death for these
countries that a solution should be.found very soon,.

" and since all the European countries are interested
| in a more or less direct manner in their revival, one

ean hope that this will give them the energy to ack:
without delay and to preserve a bread and generous
outlook on all qnestions.

L. MORIN.

CRIMINAL TRIBES IN BOMBAY.

HE latest administration report on the working of
the Criminal Tribes Settlements in the Bombay-

Presidency shows that there are in the Presi--
dency sbout 25 of such tribes and 'tha notorious
smongst them sre the Mang-garndis, Bhamtas,

| Kaikadis, Haranshikaris, Ghantichors, Berads in the

Deccan and the Southern Maratha country and
Dharalas, Bhils, Waddars and Lamanias, Kanjir

. Bhats in the Gujarat and the Hurs in Sind. Because-

of their being & scurce of trouble and danger to
society on account of their eriminal aot:v:t}es their
movements are attempted to be restr_icted in more-
ways than one under the Oriminal Tribes Act.

During the year under Report the population of

year before. Thefall is mainly due to the release on

' icense of 935 persons who are now staying in the-

Free Colonies attached to the various Settlements and

" of 301 persons who have been permitted to veturn to-.

their villages. It is gratifying to note that out of the
number released from the Settlements on license only
42 persons were required to be recalled and interned
again in the Settlements for having broken the condi-
tions on which they were released, The rest are lead
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ing the lives of ordinary peace-loving members of
--society and showing signs of being cured of their ori-

minal habits, for whioh achievement the Department

deserves to be congratulated. .
The population in the Free Colonies—open pieces
-of land near the Seitloments where the persons releas-
8d on licenee are given plots to build houses upon

and whero matters relating to the education of their .

- ohildren, their -health, hygiene, sanitation and such
other things conducive fo their welfare are looked
after and supervised by Settlement authorities—in-
creased from 4,982 to 5,752 persons including their
dependents. One is glad to find that the habit of
I_Juild:ing good houses in these Free Colonies is spread-
ing, Itis hoped that when the time will come for
the Settlernents to be closed down the Free Coloniea
will be absorbad in the loeal municipal areas, their ins
mates being treated as ordinary members of the
public. = There ¢an bs no more convineing
proof of the mensure of success attained in the
reclamation of these tribes than the steady rise
in the population of Free Colonies and the incresse
in the number of decent houses built by the colonists

"'themsel.ves. Because of the economic orisis and trade
depression, the managers of raost of the Settlements
found it difficult to secure employment for the
wettlors, a large majority of whom are being employed
in spinning and weaving mills, railway workshops
and factories, The Settlement Co-operative Society
at Khanapur in thy Southern Maratha country pro-
vided.work for its inmates by taking contracts from

“the Forest Department and made a profit of Rg, 3,848.

. With regard to the health, housing and eanita-
-tion of various Settlements it is gratifying to
note that a high standard has been maintained,
In some of the Districts where Settlements are locate
-ed and where cholera prevailed, proventive methods
were suocessfully adopted with the help of local
‘medioal practitioners, In some of the big Settlements
dispensaries and ohild welfare centres are baing
-conducted and there is an increasing tendency on the
patt of the settlers to take advantage of the same.
Eduoation is compulisory for sll boys and girls
between 6 and 13 in the Settlements and Fres Colanies
and samany a=1,709 boys and 1,347 girls were sttend-
Ing sohools. The night schools are taken advantage
-of by 450 slderly boya., Encouragement is given to
lads to take to secondary and oollege education and
-gnr‘;li!mb?r of bgfi?’i zreh being:f sent to high sohools,

aving qualified himsel i
Intermediate Arts Clags. for admission to_the

. Prominence is given to manual training and
instruotion in carpentry, tailoring, weaving, ang shoa=
making is imparted in many of the Settlement
Workshps. . The scout movement has had a very
beneficent influence on the new generation and has
made the boys more truthful, motive and honest.

Out of the 18 Settlements three are under the

faanagement of Christian Missionaries, one under the

Soolai Bervice Leagua of Bomb
direotly under the Gosrl;rnment.om o7 and the rest

K. G, SHARANGPANL.

Our London Letter,

{ From Qur Correspondent, )
(BY AIR MaIL,)
LoORDON. 8th, September.
THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH LEAGUE.

Inow have in my hands the report of the confer-
enos of the British Commonwealth League held

in London, at Friends Honss, on June 7,8 and 9
last, the subjects for disoussion being “Marriage

from the Imperiai’ Standpoint,” “The Civil Rights
of Married Women" and “Inter-Racial Union”. Tha.
League is established to “secure equality of liberty,
status and opportunity between men and women im,
tha British Commonwealth of Nations™, The Con-
ference passed s number of important resolutions

dealing with various aspscts of its work, and in

particular, passed two resolutions closely affocting

India. One was on the subject of women's suffrage

in India, the Conference supporting the organised

women of India in their demand for adult suffrage

and equal political rights for women, and called

upon the Government of India to express these views

in the new constitution of India,  Communalism for
women appears to be the answer. The other resolu-.
tion ran a8 follows : “The Conference of the British"
Commonwealth League urges the Kxecutive Com-’
mittee of the Leagua to take steps to support the

appeal of Rabindranath Tagore.” The Conference

rendered a most useful service in enabling probiems

of racial intermicture to be frankly and freely discas-

sed, and one of the most valuable contributions taq

the discussion waa that of Miss R. M. Fleming, whose
addrese ought to be most carefully read and congidered

ag it is based upon a geientific study of the problam

divoreed from prejudics and preconception. Another
interestging contribution was that of Dr. Harold

Moody, President of the League of Coloured People,

on “Inter-Racial Marrinpe”. Vet another interest-

ing paper was that on “The Legal Aspect of Indo-

British Unions™ by Mr Hy. S.L.Polak. In faok,

the whole of those proceedings ought to ba very oare-

fully studied. The League has shown great couarge in

offering its platform for the discussion of matters that

are ususlly either taboo or treated from the stand-

point primarily of bitter racial prejudice or else mera

emotionalism,’ '

INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS-THE NmXT
' STEP,

~ The text of the Viceroy's address to
the Simla session of the Assembly has just reached
here as I write on the eve of ashort holiday. I gather
from the telegrams go far received fhat whilst on the
one hand the present policy of repression of Con-
gress is fobe continued, which is equivalent to saying
that the Congress will take no further part in the re-
form proceedings, the Cabinet has gone back upon
the new poliecy indicated by Sir Samuel Hoare last
June tothe Round Table Conference method, which
is, in the circumstances, likely to result in the restor.
ation of relations between them and the Moderates,
and that we may expsot presently to have a modified
Round Table Conference heldagain in<London in the -
autumn, I ventured to prophesy at the outset thak, if
the Moderates stood firm upon their demand for this,
the Government would have to give way if it still
desired their collsboration ontermes of self-respeet and -
national dignity, and I am glad to see that apparentiy
my prophesy hag been fulfilled in so short a time,
Of course, as I have pointed out more than once, the
Government have taken up the position that; there has
been no change of polisy throughout on their part
but merely one of procedure and that their proposals.
wers misunderstood in India. I suppose that it is
wise never to expect Governments to admit that the
error was committed on their part, and as there is
usually & sort of conapiraoy not to lot down the
Government of the day, exoceptupon some great party
issue, the general press ohorus praises the Governw
ment for its wisdom in showing indisputably to the.
Moderate ioadera that they have throughout had only.
the welfare of India at heart, The Times, of course,
is adept at this sort of thing, and it3 leadering article
on Tuesday was a masterpiece of its kind, On the-
other hand, no sort of regret appears, excepk in the
Daily Herald, that Congresa is unlikely to have
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the opportunity of participating in the task of
constitution-making, and when all is done and the
best possible Bill has passed through Parliament, one
will still bave to ask: what then ?

INDIA SOCIETY ACTIVITIES.

The India Soociety continues to be busy in the
good work of cultivating European taste for an
understanding of Indian Art, both past and present.
I believe that it is at present engaged in the promo-
tion of two important eforts. One of these in regard
to which they are negotiating with the Royal
Acadamy is the holding of an Exhibition of Indian
Art and Craft of the past on similar lines to that of
the recent Pereian Exhibition, at Burlington House,
Piceadilly. I understand that the earliest date for
such an Exhibition would be the early part of 1935,
but, of course, it would require all that time to make
the necessary preparations and secure the appropriate
loans from owners and (Governments who would be
willing to contribute to the sucoess of the Exhibition.

Of more immediate importance, however, is the
holding of an Exhibition of modetn Indian Art in
London, in the sesson of 1934, and provisionsl
arrangements Bre already being made for the orga.
nisation on an adequate scale of sich an Exhibition.
The Exhibition Hall hsag not yet been decided upon,
but it will ceriainly be a place to which most of the
publio have easy access to, and endeavours to secure
the necessary reclame needed for the success of an
Exhibition on this scale.

The range of the Exhibition would be painting,
sculpture and archilecture from all parts of India
produced during the twentieth century, and with a
view to securing fhe hest available specimens from
all the various art centres in Indis, it is intended to
ocooperate with regional committees in those centres,
and to appeal for loans to Government, the Princes
and private collectors. I am informed that congi-
deration is already being given to the possibility of
arranging for the Exhibition to be repeated on the
Continent, at a later date, if suitable arrangements
can be made with kindred societics. It is expected
that the regional committees in India will perform
the task of adequate selection of representative
artists, and that the committees will also arrange for
the submission of short histories of the aims and
developments of the regional art movements, and
particulars of the work of the important artists,

Owe Dunink Letter.,

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
LAHORE, 16th September,

H E leaders of the minority communities in the
Punjab have not yet been able to decide upon

any practicable course of action for opposing the

Communsl Award which they believe to be ruinous
to their very existence. They are still holding pri-
. wate conferences and trying to chalk out & programme
which may be acceptable to the general body of their
followers and which may be effective. The thinking
section of the Sikhe and the Hindus feel that unless
they take united action in their struggle against the
enforcement of the Award and unless their loaders
are prepared to make the vnecessary sacrifices they
cannot hope tosucceed in their efforts to persuade
the leaders of the Muslims to agree to terms which
may be conducive to the development of Indian
nationslity. It is hoped that the Muslims will soon
renlise that with a bare majority of their communally-
elected representatives in the Legislatune they will
not be able to carry on the administration smoothly

in the Punjab so long as the Legislative Counoil is.
composed almost entirely of mutually antagonistio -
groups of extreme communalists elested tarough the
vicious system of communal elactorates. Ia their -

‘own interests as well as for the common good and

happiness of the province as a whole, they should .
concede the demand for the introduction of joint
electorates with reservation of seats and arrive at s .
reasonable compromise with their non-Muslim coun- .
trymen.

It is unfortunate that the leaders of the Sikhs
and the Hindus have been wasting their energy by
opposing the grant of even a bare'majority of seats in
the Legislature to their Muslim countrymen, instead
of fighting for the;abolition of the evil of communal

.electorates, The course for them to follow even now

is to fight for the introduction of joint electorates and
10 carry on & coascless agitation against tha anti-.
national system of election. They should remem- -
bar that even if our Muslim countrymen get, under
the suggested system of joint electorates with reserv. -
ed seats, a few more seats than what they have got
under the Communasal Award, it will not male any
materinl difference sofar as the protection of any
particular interests of the minority communities is.
concernad, provided that a definite provision is made
for the total abolition of reservation of seats after a.
fixed period. Parties in the legislature on purely
economic, political and other non-communal bases
oan be forméd only if the electorates are jeint or non- -
communsal, Besides, the special religious, cuitural or -
linguistic interests and rights of the minorities can
be protected by various other provisions which may
be incorporated in the constitution. The great danger
which must be guarded against in this provines which
is notorious for its communal fights and extremely
communal outlook of the elscted members of its
logislature is that it will be almost impossible for
members elected through communal electorates to form .
real political parties of & non-communsal character -
and to be above communalism on which their election
and re-olection as well as their leadership really
depends. Such members whe will naturaily be-
communalists of an extreme type, will only be capa-.
ble of forming communal groups in the Legislature,
The position of the representatives of the minorities
who will also be elected through their own respective
communal electorates and their ministers will be im-
possible under such circumstances. It must result in.

| frequent deadlocks which will lead to dangerous com-

munsal tension and strife, The communal press,.
which is the most dangeroua instrument in the hands
of communsl leaders, thrives under such a system,
Communsl disorders will be more frequent and well
cause frequent interference of the Governor in the-
day to dsy.administration of the province.

It ig difficult for a person who has not actually
resided or been in ¢closa touch with the situation in
the Punjsb for a sufficiently long period since 1921,
to realise the extreme lengths to which communalism
has spread and the extent of the prevailting bltter_ness
amoug the three major communities in this province.
The deliberate assertion by certain responsible leaders
of the minority communities that they would rather-
forego the grant of theso-called Provinoial Autonomy
for the Punjab if it is vitiated by the poison of
communal electorates and would rather remain:
without the Reforms thansubmit to this anti-national
gystem, is an indioation of the extent to which the
virus of communslism has gone. In this unf'ortunai_:e
province one finds oneself face to face with rabid
commiinalism almost at every step.

Several orgsnisations for the uplif¢ of”
the depressed classes in the Punjab have.

condemned the Communal Award, specially those
provisions of it which are caloulated to create a
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-»permanent split between them and the Hindus. It
‘may be pointed out that no representation has been
granted under the Award to the depressed eclasses in
the Punjab, which is 8 very serious grievance of
these classes, although the ceste Hindus have been
‘gilent on this point for reasons which may be easily
surmiised, '

oviews,

PRICES AND MODERN CURRENCY.

"THE FALL OF PRICES. By JOHN A, ToDD.

{ Oxford University Press.) 1931. ‘22 cm. 68 p,
‘MODERN CURRENCY AND THE REGULA-

TION OF ITS VALUE, By EDWIN CANNAXN.
( King.) 1931, 19 om, 112 p. §/-.

BOTE of these books represent brief attempts
by veteran English economists to explain the phen-
omena] fall in prices since 1929 ‘and to suggest re-
medies for the resulting orisis. Both were written
before England was pushed off the gold standaid.
"Prof. Todd’s work gives a brief account of the faots
and the probable causes and possible cures for the
fall of prices. The facts are well set out in a short
space and fully supported by detailed statistical
appendices st the end. In these earlier chapters Prof,
Todd is chiefly concerned with combating the theory
that the orisis is due to a scarcity of gold or money.
By analysing the data for the movement of gold
supplies, of Bank money and the index number of
wholesale and retail prices he has no difficulty in
-showing that no ¢ase can be made out for attributing
the present orisis entirely to a scarcity of money. It
is highly doubtful how far these statistical series can
be used for definitely proving the chain of causation
and most economists will be found to disagree with
the author's oontentfon that the Bank of England’s
polioy in 1925 had little to do with the subsequent
depressed ocondition of trade and industry in Eng-
land.. Even go the oase against the theory of the
-soarcity of money may be taken as' well made out.
In Chapter 1V Prof. Todd pute forward an alternative
explanation. Tkisis that there have been increased
-supplies, notably of some kinds of raw materiale and
‘8t the pame time a considerable reductionin consump-
tlon of these especially in U. 8. A. In his opi-
nion, the proper immediate oure for the present situa-
tion is “the reduction of retail prices so a8 to promote
Increased consumption.” Though this is advocated
as the immediate oure other important measures are
-suggested as necessary in the long run and these are
economies in theuse of gold, a regulation of the
-international movements of gold and a more extended
use of the Bank of International Settlements. It is
somewhat surprising .to ind a writer so insistent on
the non-monetary causes in the earlier chapters giv-
Ing such prominence to ‘monetary remedies in the
chapter on posaible oures, Prof. Todd's book with
ita appendices will no doubt prove useful in an un-
derstanding of the present orisis but it suffers from
having bean written chiefly to combat one theory and
to sl ,up another, Its brevity preventa the picture
of & highly complex problem from bsing presented in
full and the ocontroversial approach has necessarily
led to a certain disproportion in emphasis.

Prof. Cannan's book though also small in extent
covers a wider field, The wrapper states that it has
had two aims in view, of which the first is to explain
the modern ourrency systems to readers who are
unfamiliar with the working of a gold ourrenocy
standard, Intryingto fulfil this aim Prof. Cannan
adopts muoh the same .approach to his subjeot as

adopted in his book “ Money.” Two brief chaptera

“on the currency of & modern country and currency

standards state the essestials most olearly for any
intelligont reader, New ground is broken in the
third chapter on the “value of gold standard curren-
oies.” As Prof. Cannan poinfs out inthe preface,
in his earlier work he had found it ne-
cessary owing to the prevailing ecircumstances to
emphasise the need -of preventing undue infiation ; in
this book, however, he finds it necessary on the other

{1 band to emphasise the dangers of undue limitation of

ocurrency- In view of ‘Prof. Todd's opinions it is
interesting to note that -Prof. Cannan believes that
the slump of 1929-30 was largely due to the
action of currency authorities. He makes olear in
his usualy pungent style what are the the real
purposes for which a reserve of gold should be held
and the futility of having reserves which are never
used. While the first three ochapters are mainly
expository the fourth is controversial and is devoted
to an attack on all notions about ourrency #hether
held by laymen, bankers, or economists which Dr,
Cannan thinks offer obstacles fo improvement, Es
pecislly interesting in this chapler are the sections
on the Bank Rate theory of prices and the Bank De~
posit theory of prices. They contain much acute
oriticism of a deal of thirking in modern monetary
theory but are too brief to be entirely satisfactory.
For example, Prof. Cannan while ecriticising other
theorists gives no deteiled explanabion of his own
views, relating to the relation befween the long term
and the short term rates of interest. Similarly the
gecfion on the Bank Deposits theory is more success«
ful in showing the great diffioulty of statistically
determining the smount of deposite that could be
counted as money rather than in proving that no
part of these deposits can ever bo considered as such,
Similarly while he is quite correst in pointing out
that the possibilility of effective action thréugh the
bank rate has been much exaggerated he does not
produoe sufficient reasons for neglesting it sltogether,
These are, however, small points and this bock of
Dr. Cannan will long remain one of thé most read-
able introductory books to the subject of modern
ourrency, . ,
D. R. GADQGIL,

HISTORY OF ORISSA. -

HISTORY OF ORISSA, VOL. I. By R, D,
BANERJL. ( R. Chatterjee, 120-2, Upper Oircular
Road, Calcutta, ) 1930, 26cm. 351 p.Rs. 20,

THIS last flicker of & historical lamp that has now
gone out has been by no means the least brilliant,
Mr. Banerji—apart from his services to his native
province of Bengal—has raised two neglected cor-
ners of India,—Sind and Orisss,~to oultural and
historioal self-consoiousness.

The first two chapters ( with the fourth ) dealing
with the topography and boundaries, the peoples,
ocastes and languages, of Orissa should bae of great
velue to the present-day politioian and administrator
dealing with the well-known Orissa problem, The
third and the seventh ochapters on pre-historie
Orissa and the Oversens Empire of EKalinga are
academicaily the most brilliant portions of the work,
and open up new vistas of thought and research.
In the seventh chapter Mr. Banerji has indicated
the lines on which Indian history of the future
wiil be written. For about 10 years I have been
feeling, and telling my pupils, that the evide-
nees of Epio-Puranio traditions, of Insul-indian,
archaeology, and of Vedio mythology and philology
(all strengthend by those of ohaleolithio archaeology), -
point to the existence of a very early common sira~-
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tum of race and oculture covering the whole of
Southern Asis,~its coasts, islands, peninsulas and
river plains, with its main centre in the consts, deltas
and islands of the Bay of Bengal merging into the
Ocean. Whether this ig to be called Austrie, or Cha-
1colithie, or Indoceanic, or snything else will be
decided in future; but Mr. Banerji has laid 8 sure
foundation in Indologie interpretation by showing
that pre-historic Insul-india and Peninsul-india had
the same civilization, so that in the near future my
historical intuition may come true,—that the histories
of these two regions on either side of the Bay of
Bengal have pulsated together and reacted upon one
another, epoch after epoch, in prehistorio, chaleolithie,
Vedic, Buddhistic or post-Buddhistie periods, and
even in mediaeval and modern ages, the Greater India
movement of today being only a befitting continua-
tion of history. '

The 19th and 20th chapters give a very intalligent
presenfation of the facts of the mediseval Hindu
Revival in India as shown in the cmse of Orisss, of
the inter-relations between Orissa and other contem-
porary Indian States,” and of the reasons and
oircumstances of the fall of Orissia from an expansive
empire to s ‘ mere grographical expression.’

In short, this book is one of the most con-
structive, suggestive and scholarly productions of
recent times in India, and will long be used by
researchers for guidance,

8, C. SARKAR,

SHORT NOTICES.

PROGRESS OF COCHIN. Ed. by T. K. KRISHENA
MENON. { Cochin Govt. Press.) 1932, 27om. 394p.
Rs. 3/~

THIS ocommemoration souvenir published on the

completion of the seventisth year of the late Maha-
raja of Cochin contains ‘articles written by officials,

reviewing the progress made by Cochin in modern | ;
It is a well known fact that among Indian’

fimes,
states that have achievad reputation for their progres-
give rule snd edvancement, the state of Cochin
ocoupies a very important place. In the articles that
are published in this volume an attempt is made to
justify the claim made, and rightly too; on behalf of
Cochin. The book denls with the history of Cochin,
its ruling faemily and its peoples besides the progress
made in each department of governmentsl activity,
upto 1932. One drawback of the book that strikes
the reader is that it secks to represent the viewe of
officials rather than those of the people, In other words,
it takes the form of an administration report of the
state,. We wonder why articles from the publie
heve not been included  in this volume. Another
serious defeot that we note is that it does not contain
enough statistical tables to enable thoreader to judge
for himself the progress made by the siate in all-
directions. Notwithstanding these shortoomings we

congratulate the Editor for the nice get-up of the bock,

the illustrations and also the material supplied.
S. R. V.

LETTERS THAT HAVE HELPED ME.
( Theosophy Co., ( India ) Bombay. ) 1930. 20cm.
140p.

THE Theosophy Company are doing s useful work in
yepublishing these early writings of various Fellows

of the Sooiety in the early days. The value of the-
‘publications varies, some being too full of technical

terms for the ordinary readers, though of course that

is less of & drawback in India than elsewhers., The

volume and pamphlets under review are however

singularly free from sueh terms and witl no doubt—

the “betters” especially—be of great interest to those

whose spiritual experience is turned in the same key

as that of the writer. '

E. M. A,
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Indian 'Financ‘e Year-Book, 1932.2

A complete, comprehensive and compacti
book of reference on India’s Trade, i
Finance, Industry and Economy. |

I

The Year-Book is replete with authoritative
}articles and carefully-compiled statistical tables on I
all aspects of economic activity—Budgets of the |
Central Government, the Railways and the i
Provincial Governments ; Currency and Monetary |
Section; Banking Section; Insurance Section; |
Transport Section, including Railways, Shipping, |
Motor Transport and Inland Waterways; Public |
Utilities Section, including Light Railways, City [
Electric Supply and Hydro-electic Development ; |
Agricultural Statistice; Industries Section, com- .

prising B dozen principal industries.

No college or public library could afford to be ;
without the Year-Book. The Book is |
invaluable to. members. of legislature .

I and to students of public affairs, |

Price Rupees Five Half rate to -
per copy. bona fide students.
Managing Editor : 25D, SWALLOW LANE, ;
CALCUTTA.
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