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.. DR. MOONJE, who like Sardar Ujjal Singh is .till 
holdillg on to the. Consultative Committee with a 
view, probably, to make the Prime Minister·s.com
munal award, rather than Sir Samuel Hoare's 
abandonment of the Conference method, the occasion 
for his refuEai of co· operation, has now issued .. 
atatement in which he recommends the British Ga
vernment to make a declaration on certain points. 
He would like, first of all, to be made clear that cen. 
tralnsfonsibility would be conceded irrespective of 
of federation. He is still apprehensive that the 
Princes may not ccme in, and therefore wants to 
make certain that Indian self.government should not 
ba made to hang on the attitude of an extanal ele. 
ment. Then he would like to seta definita maximum 
limit of thirty years to the transfer of full control 
\lver defence to Indians. Belins this limit at Ihat 
jloint l:ecau~e a fornler Commancer-in· Chief, Lord 
Rawlinson, hims.lf pro~oud a ~chEme for the Indi
anisation of tbe cfficer ranks of the Army within 
thirly year.. 'Since this is Ihe only impediment in 
the way of Indins undertaking their own defence 
at present there is no reaEon .. hy this COnslHIlm ... 
tion IhouJd be 'delayed for more than -Ihat peJiod. 

.7he duration cf financial reservations need not, in 
hie opinion, be so long. It IOU.t not extend to more 
than fifteen years. A novitIate of fifteen years in 
"stricted self·government is enough guarantee "for 
the maintenaJIce unimpaired of tha finanoialltab1lity 
and oredit" of tbe country. During the puled of 
.... nsition the reselVed departments should .till be 
handed over to men aelected from the elected mEmo 
bere of the legislature. Theae are sensible propo!!als 

, 'Which GOuld best be discllssed at the R T. 0., but the 

- ." ". Conference itself being wound up there is no mach1-
nary left where sucb suggestions could be canvassed. 

• * • 
R. T. C. Me~cbBnts. 

THE representatives of the Indian merchants 011 
the R. T. C. profe~s their Inability to aubscribe to the 
other Round Tablers' pledge for non·co-operation all 
the ground that their grievance against tbe Govern. 
ment is deeper than that of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 01 
Mr. Jayakar. While the latter gentlemen will c0-
operate if the so-called conference method is restored 
to their satisfaction, Sir Purshotamdas. aDd Mr. Birla 
will still feel constrained to stay away-as long as 
Mahatma Gandhi's co-operation is not fortQc!,ming • 
It is generally believed that the resolution passed by 
the Federation of Indian Chamhers in March last 
enjoins non.co-operation upon its delegates untU reo 
pression is abandoned. 'Ihis resolution, however, is 
so elastic that if Sir Purshotamdas likes to walk 
into the Consultative Committee's meeting when it 
takes,place next time he can do so consistently with 
this resolution. For wbat the resolution requires, 
in order that the Federation's delegates may he 
in a ~o.itlon to offer co-operation. is not that the 
Government shall withdraw its repressive measures. 
but merely that it shall show a genuine desire 
to do so. All the Ordinances may remain in full 
foree, and yet Mr. Birla and Sir Purshotamdas may 
detect ~ome signs of a change in Sir Samuel Hoare, 
and Gn tbe baEis of these offer to work on the RT.C., 
committees. 

If our commercial magnates seriously intended. 
to make the tamination of the repressive regime a 
condition precedent to their taking part in the Con
ference, th,'y could have Eaid so in unmistakable 
language. They have shown power of precise expres
sion in the past when it 6uited them to do so. If 
they are now ambiguous it must he because 
ambiguity ~itR them now. Colour is given to 
this inference by what purports to be a report, 
pUblished ill the Leader of 31st July, of a speech 
made by Sir Purshotamdas to a private meeting. 
of the Federation hefore the resolution referred to 
above WIIS adopted. He is said to have addressed the 
Federation as follows: "If anything, ,Ince the Govern
ment are preventing the COllgressmen working on 
the Consultative CommittEe by the policy which 
they had hatched, it would appear to me to he all the 
more reaEon tbat any person whoha8 your confidence 
ahGuld be asked to go and work there and lodge your 
protest in that Committee. • •• If you feel that I can 
do anything at all I have no hesitation in saying 
that the right policy would be to go there and prevent 
any wrong being dene ••• In my view the struggle 
is likely to be a pwlonged one and I wonder whether 
it is not up to IlS to press our point of vie ... on the 
powers that he in whatever constitution that may be 
forced upon UB. Are we j\1sti6ed, cilliming to repre-
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Bent tbe commercial community, in abstaining from 
any invitation that Illay be made for the purpose of 
securing our views?" It is not in the least improbable 
that Sir Purshotamdas might have actually advanced 
'his argument; he is just the parson who would do so. 
But being defeated, it is possible to have used 
his influence in so framing tbe Federation's resolu
tion that although ths doors of the Consultative 
Committee would be shut on him, a window or two 
might still be left ajar through which he could 
possibly make his way in. It is not surprising, there
fore, that he finds it difficult to put his nand to a papar 
which would commit him definitely to a course of 
action not to his liking. 

* * * 
1\ Mad Idea, 

NEWS was recently cabled to India about the 
promotion by Mr. Vitnalbhai Patel of an Indo-Irish 
association, of which the main purpose is, as 
described by Mr. Sunder Kabadi in the People of 31st 
July, first, to link up the Indian struggle for indepen
dence with the Irish struggle for a Republic, and 
tben to use this nucleus for the purpose of bringing 
other countries like Egypt into the net. Mr. Patel 
said to Mr. Kabadi in a special interview given to 
him: Indians and Irishmen 

"should form themselves into groups and carryon 
propaganda in their -respective oountries for the boycott 
of British goods and of British ooncerns 'until Ireland and 
India are oompletely tree. The Dablin organisation 
when actuallJ started might possibly Serve al an inspira
tion to the people in other oountries to do likewiae. My 
view is that membership of suoh arg-aailtationa should be 
open only to those persons who are prepared to make a 
declaration that they will Dot buy British goods or, direct
ly or indirectly, encourage Brit.ish conoernS until the two 
countries attain their freedom. Mere lip Q'mpathy can
Dot carry India or Ireland any further. . Time has arrived 
when those who siDcerel, balieve in the freedom of the 
two oountries must organise themselves and start a 
sympathetio boyoott in their respeotive countries. 

ul have been discussing tnis plan witt friends in differ
ent partl and in different countries and I hope it will 
take a definite" sbape at no distant date. There is also a 
view tbat a struggle of the Egyptian people for the 
freedom of their oountry should also be linked up with 
Indian and Irish struggle. All the three countries are 
sailing in tbe same boat and any plan. to link up the three 
struggles for independenoe is bound to be of great value." 

As we showed in a recent issue, Ireland depends 
for 91'4 per cent. of her exports upon the English 
market, whereas England does not send more than 6 
per cent. of ber exports to Ireland. That being the case, 
who will suffer most by tbe mutual exolusion policy 
if it were to be pursued by these cO'lmtries? Mr. 
Arthur Griffiths' dying words to his countrymen 
were: "Hold fast to the Anglo-Irish Treaty. It is 
Ireland's need and economic salvation." And what is 
the object for which Ireland is invited to boycott 
English goods and thus ruin herself economioally? 
For the sake ot obtaining that modicum of power 
whioh is covered by a Republican form of govern
ment and whioh is not oovered by a Dominion form of 
government, i. e., for the sake of renoullcing allegi
ance to the British Crown? Mr" de Valera may be 
expeoted to do many foolish things, but even he will 
stop at tbis. And whatever he may do for tbe 
emotional s&tisfaotion of preserving Irish honour, 
does Mr. Patel really thinlt that he will engage in a 
sympathatio boycott for making India's path towards 
self-government easier? A madder idea was never 
broaohed. 

.. * * 

Oerman EleetioR. 

As was antioipated, the N asis have come at Uilll 
-top of the poll in the General Elec,ions to tbe Raioll~ 
stag, but have failed to obtain an absolute msjority 
of seats In the House. The rise of this party to poli
tioal power is almost mir"oulou9. Even whea in 
Saptember 1930 tney inoreased their number of leatll 
from a bare handful of 12 in the old house to 107" 
looked very much like a miraole, Now the,. bave 
jUlllped from 107 to 230 saats in tW() years' time, their 
poll having inoreased from 6,4.01,210 to 13,'I'32,77t. 
In the Reichstag of 1930 the Nazis formed tlla 
second largest party: now they form tbe first,8ooial 
Damoorats oooupying the second position. Indeed, 
they have made a sweeping progress. 

The parties to the Right will command 27' votU, 
(Nazis 230; Nationalists 37; People's P'\rty 7), EYeD. 
this Coalition will not however obtain a clear majority, 
in the house, Therefore, great as the acllievemellt of 
the Rightist p!!orties is, it falls short of a viotory_ 
The patties to ·the Left will together oommand 22t. 
vote. (Social D~moorats 133; Centrists 76; Bavariall 
People~s Party 20). 'rhe Communists who will be 
89 strong in the new Reichstag will, of oOlUBe. 
stand ap&rt. It will be saen that the Nazis by them
aelvelf'Will be aSllumerous as al1tbeLeftist groups; 
but they will be unable to govern the country unles~ 
they make a temporary alliance with one or more' 
groupg'to the I;eft. I 

• However, 'they will hardly be given an opportud 
nity of entering into alliances. If reports speak tmlll 
their Aande are already tied. When President Hinden; 
burg dismissed the Bruening Ministry and installea 
the von Papan Ministry in its place, it is believe! 
that he was given an undertaking that the ne1/t' 
Ministry would not be in office only for two monthi 
till the new elections took place, but that even if other ; 
parties secured a majority they would allow Herr VOIl 
Papen'a men to retain the three key positions in th. 
new Cabinet, viz., of the Interior, Foreign affairs .ad 
Defence or Reischwehr, the Prussian Government 
however being surrendered into the hands of th. 
Nazis. Even if no such understanding was raa!,be(l 
when the von Papen Ministry WIlS formed, there 18 no 
doubt that, the result of the election being what it is'; 
the Ministry will be m~intained in power. President 
von H indenburg has no doubt 'been loyal to ths 
Republican conotitution; but when by a turn o~ the 
wheel the Junkers and militarists have coma mto 
power-men with whom his own life has been cast-
he is not likelY to be in too great a hurry to turn them 
out. Col. Franz von Papen, B3ron Wilhelm von Gayl 
and, above all. Lieutonant General Kurt VOll 
Sohleicher may therefore be expected to enjoy po,!er 
for a 10llg time. The Catholic Cantre party, to whrch 
Chancellor von Papen professes to belong, but ,of 
which the real leader is Dr. Heinriob Brnenin~. 
does not seem destined to have much of a chanoe III 
the near future. 

• * • 
India's Share in Debt Cancellation. 

A CORRESPONDENT writes: Indian Finance re
cently made a suggestion that India Should. p~t in a'. 
claim for a remission of her war debts lf, III 0011. 
sequenoe of the abrog~tionofthereparationspayments 
at Lausanne, the war debts, of the European allied 
powers also come to be oancelled. However, I do not 
think. that a olaim need be formally made, for I be
lieve India would autom"ticaUy share in all the 
oonoessions that European oountries would get. Lsst 
year. 1108 I understand it, she received the bene6.t of 
the Hoover moratorium on reparations and war debts: 
the payment on aocount of her war gift to England. 
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Clf £100 million was suspended. Frem this It follows 
that when a total cancellation takea effect India 
wUl be absolved from the payment of the balance of 
this 1Iift •. This will not however be a very large 
....... ntage. for India has already extin1luisted much 
of the debt which she Incuned in order to meet her 
liabilitiES In this connection. Up to the 31st March 
1924 ahe had redeemed £80.73 million, leaving only 
'£19.27 million to be paid. Bince then she paid in 
tiuI DBst five years £2-55 million and £16'72 million 
/lo1'6 yet tc be paid. But even this would be to 
India some relief in her present economio situa
tion. In the meanwhile, that is to say, until the war 
Qebta are remitted, she will get the benefit of the 
mnverslon Bcheme of Great Britain. For. when she 
made the contribution of £100 million. she tool< over 
the 5 per cent. British War Loan, 1929·47. This is 
now being converted into 3J,i per cents. She will 

'thns effect a saving in the inter@st charges, which 
will immediately be £250'800, until the debt itself is 
~ped off. . , • • • 
Statutory Communal Majority? ., 

,. ,TBE Bombay Chranicle says: "We are able to state 
,definitelY that the Government have no intention of 
giving the Muslims a statutory majority in the 

'Punjab or In Bengal. The allocation of Beata in the 
Punjab Provinoial Legislature hu already been 
deaided an~ will he as follows:- Fifteen per cent. of 
the .eat. will be set aoide for Zemindars, Commerce 
and Labour. A similar reservation for these olasses 
has been deoided on for Bengal. 

., . "Again, in the Punjab, fiftee~ per oent. oftheseata 
... m be allotted to th$ Sikhs. This leaves 70 per oent., 
of which 40 per oent. will go to the Y"homedans, 
leaving 30 per oent. for the Hindu and the 1Ieneral 
eleotorate." . . ' 
· •... , This is good nBWS, for the Sikhs ara preparing 
themselves 10 resi.t a Muslim majority, if one is 
imposed upon the Punjab by the Premier's decision 

· with ail the resources at their disposal, 01\ 24th July 
at Ranjit Singh's mausoleum in Lahore an influen
tial Sikh gathering considered the situation and 
decided to administer, by meaDS of volunteers whose 
Dumber one healS bu reaohed a lakb, the following 

· 'Vow to their co-religlonists:-
II' I ...... in the presence of Guru .Granth Sahib 

. pledge that I shall not tolerate any oommunal 
majority granted in any way to allY parti. 

'J; , oular community and take a vow that I shall 
':' , try to fight against this by making every poe
t; • sible Eaorifioe. 1 pray He may give me power 
., , to fulfil my pledge, . 
... , We can well understand what the Sikhs' "fight", 

though uBed metaphorically, would mean in aotual 
practice. The People is moved by the proceedings of the 
meeting to say: .. While the Muslim oommunalists 
laava DO oase worth the name, we do think a warning 
against tactics that may lead to oivil war ia hadly 
meeded." And It goes on to say: ''The immediate i.sue 
for India is .elf.governmeot, aDd not the communal 
allotment. This oan wait.". If the Sikhs feel that 
they can fight the Muslims baoked by the British 
Government (occasion for fighting would not arise 
'if tha Muslims do not reoeivethe British Government's 
baaking >, then surely, the People argues, there would 
be no diffioulty In taokling the Muslims when the 
bureauoraoy is out of the way under self·government. 

· We~opa.the Sikh community will heed the warning, 
consldermg the lource from whiob it prooeeds. 

• • • 
• 

~rtides. 

INDO-BRITISH FL'iANCIAL DISPUTES. 
. A PRESS communique of 2nd July informed UB 

that a resolution was adopted on 30th June by 
both Houses· of Parliament. giving their formal 

oonsent, as required hy the Government of India Aot, to 
piaoing on Indian revenues a charge of £13.6 million 
incurred by India in 1918-19 on aocount of the troops 
sent by her to the scene of the Great War Be her oon
tribution to the Empire's war effort. The delay of' 
some twelve years that bas occurred in regularisinll' 
this book-keeping transaction was due, we were told 
in the communique, to a' consideration of the othor 
olaims arising out of the war. "These oonsisled of 

. olaims and oounter"claims, in many oases of large 
sums of money, beiween Hia Yajesty'a Governmenb 
and the· Government of India and raised questione of 
prinoiple whioh led to a prolonged disoussion. A final 
settlement of these. claims and counter-claims haa 
now heen reached on the basis of no further payment 
by either party. This settlement means that the 
Government Qf India are now relieved from possible 
heavy additional claims." It is olear from this that 
the Government consider this to he a very satisfactory 
settlement of what Earl Winterton has truly oalled 
.. a long and stubborn oontroversy" between the War 
Offioe and the India Offioe. But the grounds for this 
satisfaction .. not being given, we deemed it wise tQ 
wait till the.text of the Secretary of State's speeoh 
in the House of Commons was available. 

Our patienoe, however, has not been too well 
rewarded. Mr. Attlee congratulated Sir Samuel Hoare 
.. on having desoribed a rather complioated finanoial 
pr()blem in a very few words." Weare afraid we 
cannot ladle out suoh compliments to him; for the 
brevity of his speech has been secured at the expense 
of information which not only would have been 
weloome, but whioh was absolutely neoessary to , 
convince Indians that a fair an~ just solution had been 
reached. In fact the muning of Sir Samuel's words 
is anything but olear. He says, first, that· the rival 
olaims of the two Governments have been adjusted 
on the clean slate basis; and th~t the resolution 
will, onoe and for all, put an end to this trans!lotion. 
But later he says, .. 'Ihis sum (£13,600,000) takes 
no account of additional amounts for which India haa 
accepted liability in order to seoure the settlement, 
but as against these :nay reasonably be set certain 
sums aocruing to Indian revenues in connection with 
the war." Now, what are these amounts whioh India 
has agreed to pay" in order to secure the settlement"? 
And if that is so, how oan it be said to be an "arrange
ment of a clean slate~'? Anyway information is 
needed on tbia subjeot before we oan endorse 
Mr. Attlee's verdiot that it i. a" fair .ettlement ... 
And a final settlement it obvoiusly is not, judging 
from Sir Samuel Hoare's last words. 

This particular transaotion of £13.6 million oan 
he eaai1y described. India first agreed to forego the 
normal oharges of the Indian mopa employed beyond 
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her borders with the 'various 8J:padition"ry forces. 
These amounted to £33.2 million. Then India m~de 
a special oontribution in a lump sum of £100 million. 
And finally, as an additional contribution, she offered 
in September, 1918, to meet certain charges which 
were o~culated to am ount, on the basis that the war 
would last till Maroh 1920, to £'0 million. To this 
contribution certain conditions were attached: if 
India was faoed with a oostly war on the frontier 
or if on aooClunt of a ourrenoy crisis or a famine 
or any such thing she was required to undertake 
heavy burdens which would seriously oripple her 
financial strength, she would be entitled to reoonsider 
whether the help should be continued or stopped. 
B<lt in no case was the contribution to be made, 
after the war had oeased, 'and in order that this 
may be automatically brought about it was 
proposed that, instead of making a lump con. 
tribution as in the previous year, India should offer 
to meet the charges of oertain specifio war items, so 
that, as the thenFinanoe Member Sir William Marris 
explained, "the burden which would fall upon us 
and the relief afforded to His Majesty's Government 
will be automatioally regulated by the length of the 
war." It was expected that in 1918-19 the expense 
on aocount of these items would be £12·7 million, 
in l!119-~0 £14.7 million and in 1920-21, allowing 
for the results of gradual demobiliz~tion which it 
was assumed would bagin in April 1920, £7.7 mil
lion, or £ 35.1 million in all. To this was to be 
added £10 million on aocount of additional pension 
charges, thus making' £~5 million in all. 

As a matter of fact, not only had India the third 
Afghan war on her hands but a serious deterioration 
had taken place in her economic position, thus neoes. 
llitating reconsideration of the continuanoe of addi. 
tional help even if the war had lasted as long as· it 
Was expected, but, contrary to all calc<llations, 
the war itself "ended almost at once," as Sir S~muel 
Hoare says, after the Indian Legislst<1re h"d off.red 
to make the .contribution, and yet as much as £13.6 
million had already been paid bafore the year was 
out. It was found that the pension charges would, 
under the terms of the offer, amount to thrice as much 
as they were estimated, and a compromise was arriv
ed at by which these charges were fixed at a figure 
"which would not largely exceed the figure included 
on this aocount in the original calculations." Why 
then tbe question of continuing the contribution was 
raised at all in the following year after the specific 
pledge given by the Finanoe Member that it was to 
be limited to tbe currency of the war, I\nd how, when 
the war carne to a close within a month after the 
offer, £13.6 million osrne to be paid out are questions 
that cannot but suggest:them~9Ives to one who looks 
oritically at this affair. However, these questions 
cannot be raised now. But we are oertainly entitled 
to ask, in the first place, whioh of the outstanding 
financial matters bave now bean settled, and what 
are the grounds on whioh in respeot· 'of them His 
Majesty's Government and the Government of India 
are deolared to be quits. 

An idea can be gained of the nature and 

msgilitade of the questions at issue from. th~ 
reply of Sir Basil Blaokett to an lillterpellation i, 
the Legislative Assembly on 1st Febraary, 19Zf.. On. 
of the items inentloned iD. this list is the "pensioti 
olaim by the War Office agiin9t India," amounting 
to batween £25 and £'0 million. In' A.ppendil: It 
to the Government of India's Finanoial St,.t:ement fof 
1920-21, however, we arB told that this claim Will 

oompounded for a lump sum payment of £9 milliont 
or when spread over 20 years for £13.5 mUlion ;an~ 
it was taken into account wben on 9th March, 1920, 
the Legislature deoided in what mauner the terms of 
India's offer for additional holp sho<lld be revisecL 
One would have thought that after what was desortb!d 
by the then Financa Member, Sir Malcolm Hailey., 
as"·a settlement" of the claim, this matter ill. ani 
case would no longer remain in dispute. The othlll 
main disputed point relates to the apportionment of 
llxpenditare inourted in Persia. There may be goo" 
ground for a mutual aoquittBnce on the p"rt or 
both Governments iii respect of ·all suoh claims; 
"each side," as observed by Sir Samuel Hosre, "se"; 
ing that there was not much in it between the two, 
washing their claims out." Bat Indians would likj 
to have ~oredetails as to th~ assessment of. eaoh 0 

these olalms and oounter-oialms and would like to b 
oonvinoed tliat really "there was not muoh in il 
between the two." Earl Winterton took oredit ilJ 
this debate to former Seoretaries of State who, hJ 
said, had represented Indi,,'s case to His Majesty s 
Government as "no ambassador or Foreign Minister 
could have represented any country's case." This 
in some cases is undoubtedly true. One would ho";: 
ever like to assure oneself from a detailed study of all 
these transactions that the present Secretary of ShatS 
has also done the fair thing by India; and it behoved 
the Government of India to supply all the materislS 
necessary for the formation of a considered opinioil 
on this subject. Thii general feeling is that thast 
questions should have bean referred to arbitration" 
the question of cspitation charges hss been referred to 
a tribun:il of which the ohairman is Sir Robat!; 
Garran, Solicitor General in Australia. and the Go1/
ernment of India's nomine_an admirable choice-!.. 
Sir Shadi Lal. . 

THE DAVIDSON REPORT. , 
THE RepBrt of the Davidson Committae is a ·pialll 

of special pleading, unsatisfaotory and unoon
vinoing. The Committee was oharged with the 

duty of assessing the "oredits aI\d debit!!>" as it were, 
between British India and the Indian states. Theil 
conclusions were bound to affeot the financll9, nol 
only of ~he States, but of Britisb India. British 
Indians had therefore a vital interest in n. 
deliberations and findings. And yet British Indiami 
were kept at arm's length. The Report contains tim 
conclusions of the all-white Committee arrived at 
after hearing only the oase of the States as expounded 
by the Princes and their Ministers. The result ~ 
that British Indialls have been asked to find a subven
tiou of a orore. of rupees a year for the benefit of the 
States. The Committee have not helped to make the 
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proposal more acceptable to British Indians by ler
monising them that the contribution that the Prinoes 
.... ere making by agreeing to the federation "ie not 
to be weighed in golden scales." 

It will be recalled' that the Federal Finance 
Committee, presided over by Lord Peroy, attempted 
to drS., up a federal budget, and included in tile 
.ouicies of federal revenue Customs, Salt, Railways, 
Currency and States' Contributions. In respect of 
these there is at present no uniformity or equality of 
incidence between British India and the Indian States 
.nd the Indian States inter 8e. Some States pay annual 
.,&ali .tributes to British India; some others have 
'11' the past commuted their cash payments by the 
easion of territories to Britieh India; and others make 
\0 similar contribution. As between the contributing 
';ates the inoidence ie arbUrary and unequal. On the 
·her hand, some States enjoy immunity from contri • 

• ~tinl! tothe federal revenues under Ralt and oustoms; 
others have their own currency and posts and telegla. 
pl:ls, etc. In the matter of these contributions and 
ioimunities there have been je.lousies between the 
Princes and grievances against the Politioal Depart. 
ment. The Committee were told that under an ideal 
system of federal finance all federal units should 
oontribute on a uniform basie to federal resources, 
and were asked to suggest ways and means by which 
tbe federal finances of India could be made to 
approximate as near as passible to that ideal. 

.. ' . The Committee classify into seven categories the 
cash tributes paid by some States to the Government 
of Iudia: Bome were pure tributes; others were to 
eover the cost of stationing British troops in the 
~tat88 for the protection of Rulers; others in lieu of 
the. obligation of the States to maintain troops for the 
use of the British; and so on. (There are wheels 
within wheels; a slave of a slave, as the Sanskrit 
1/~verb bas it. Some States pay tribute to othar 
:;ijates, which in turn, pay tribute to tha Government 
Of ~ndia!) The Committee propose that all the cash 
Pl'yments,except one payment made by Baroda, should 
be remitted. The proposal was first made at the Rou nd 
Table Conference, at which it was held that there 
W!lS no place for contributions of a feudal nature 
jInder " federal constitution, and that, therefore, the 
)ontributions should go as soon as the finances of 
the oentral Government permitted. The Committee 
are at considerable pains to demonstrate that these 
payment. were not of a feudal nature, Bnd were in 
lIOIIle respeots quite the contrary. They justify the 
remission on the "fundamental and equitable principle 
that contributions to federal resources should be on 
a uniform basis." All the States do not pay tribute 
aDtLBritish Indian Proviuces do not pay tribute either, 
and the States that pay do not pay on a uniform 
r-fB. Hence, for she sake of uniformity, the tributes 
mnst . go with the inauguration of federation. 

The Committee have held that they eould make 
no distinction between cash contributions and the 
cession of territory in commutaiim thereof. They 
feel precluded from suggesting the retrocession of 
'ceded territory-'the question of Berars was excluded 
fIom their purview-and tbey, therafore, suggest 

oompensatiQU being paid to the States which had ceded' 
territories. In the c!lSe of BaroJa, however, they
venture on a departure and suggest some dietrlcts. 
being handed back to the State. 

When however they come to the immunities 
whic~ some StBtes enjoy the Committee without much 
ado throw overboard their fundamental principle of 
equality of contribution to the federal resources and 
blandly announce that they see no indioation that 
the Princes would agre. to :their immunities being 
terminated. Certain Btates keep to themselves the 
prooeeds 'of salt tax and customs duties, while other 
States along with British India contrIbute them te> 
the federal revenues. But in such c!lSes the Com
mittee do not recom!pend that these proceeds should 
be made over to the federal Government and unifor
mity of obligations secured. 

Far from p8rsuading the Princes to give up their 
immunities for the sake of uniformity, the Commit
tee, though reluctantly, agree to widen the field of 
inequality. Land oustoms between units of the 
federation, for instance, are anti-federal and should 
disappear when the federation comes into being. 
Many States have to-day the right to levy land 
customs duties, but some are prohibited. Far from 
insisting that under federation no State shall levy 
land customs duti.s, tbe Committee, while conscious 
of the retrograde and anti.federal nature of the step, 
agree to the extenston of the right. Again, tbe 
Committee deplore the demand of certain States for 
postal autonomy, consider that the extension of the 
right to States which do no: possess it to-day as anti
federal and retrograde and yet are willing to concede 
it. In short; the Committee have invoked the principle 
of uniformity of federal obligations whenever it 
meant an advantage to the Princes and unceremoni
ously ignored it when it meant no advantage to them. 
Special contributions of some States to the federal 
financial resources should ba "I'iped out because 
British Indian provinces and some Indian States do 
not share them equally and uniformly; but immuni
ties which oertain States enjoy and are not shared 
equally by British India and all the Indian States 
should, however, be left untouched, and if, !IS a result 
of the adjustment, th~re is a credit owing to some 
Indian States, British Indians should find the money. 
The Committee have not succeeded in securing to 
any appreciable measure the equality which they set 
up as their objective. Even under their scheme there 
is no equality or uniformity between tbe Indian 
States themselves, not to speak of British India and tbe 
Indian States. They have accentuated the Invidious 
differences, and rendered federation more difficult. 

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 

II 

W'E may begin the discussion of the economic 
aspect by indicating at the outset the meaning 
generally attached to the phrase "Imperial Pre

ference" at the present day. When Joseph Chamber
lain first made the idea popular the details of the 
preference proposals were necessarily left very 
vague; so vague, indeed, that Lord Curzon's Govern-



THE 8E~V ilT 011' INDIA. [ A.UGUST 4, 1931, 

thaselast few days is the translation of SignorGrandL 
The Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs baa become 
the ItaliBn Ambassador. ill London and, although the 
Duoe has explained that the ohange is insignificant 
and inoidental to the Fasoist philosophy of the 
management of the State, the disappearance of a per
IOn ·of Signor Grandi's eminence from Geneva ,is 
much oommented upon. It is generally oonsidered 
to be an outcome of tbe Lausanne Conference with 
whioh the Duce iB apparently dissatisfied beoause' 
Italy got no more out of it than she did at the Peaoe 
Conferenoe. The Franoo-Brltish understanding would 
appear to have been partioularly distuteful to the 
Italians, 'who had from the outset supported the Bri
tiah case fora olean slate and had hoped to make com
mon oause with both Germany and Great Britain as 
against France. Anyway, deotatorships seem to have 
at least this advantage: when a foreign polioy 
misoarries nothing more serious results from it than 
a shuffiing of Ministries. . 

THE DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE. 
The first session of the Disarmament Conferenoe 

has been conoluded. Forty-one States have voted for 
the Sitnon-Benes resolution, t'estrioting the number 
of oertainoalibres of heavy artillery and leaving the 
major schemes to be settled by private oonfereIlfes 
among Great Powers. In his ooncluding speech Mr. 
Henderson has warned them that his services as Pre
Mdent would be available only if they were prepared 
to go farther iu the next .session. Germany and 
Russia voted against the resolution and several of 
the small Powers, inoluding Afghanistan, Turkey and 
China, abstained from voting. .. At Geneva," said 
*he Manchester Gwzrdian some time ago, "great moun
tains ara in labour; to-day or tomorrowa'small mouse 
will be born." It is diffioult not to agree with this 
verdiot, subject, however, to tbis reserve that the 
meeting by this Conference itself is a great aohieve
Plent whioh should not be underestimated. 

The danger to-day, it must be added, lies in an
other direction. European disarmament, judging 
from all that is taking place, is likely to make a 
marked advance in the ooming months. But to an 
impoverished Europe, sorely tempted by the prevail
ing depression to keep her faotories going, a war in 
the Far East may not be quite an unwelcome prospect. 
That is the great issue whioh the forthooming Assem
bly will have 'to face. 

( From our Corte.pondeDt. ) 

(BY AIR M~IL. ) 
-

LONDON, 23rd Joly. 

LORD IRWIN'S APPOIN fMENT. 

I T had been generally supposed that the Prime 
Minister, in filling up the Cabinet vacanoy 
oauled by the death of Sir -Donald Maolean, 

President of the Board of Eduoation, would, in order 
to preserve the balanoe of the Parties represented in 
the Gov*nment, seleot a Liberal The names of Lord 
Lothian and Mr. leaao Foot were in many people's 
mouths. Lord Lothian's distinguished qualities 
would eminently fit him for Cabinet rank in a 
Government, of this oharacter. It is to be supposed, 
.however, that his omission is due to the faot that the 
Prime Minister oonsidered his presence at the India, 
Offioe of greater importanoe at the present time. 
Mr. Foot as Seoretary for Mines hBS made a great 
reputation for himself, but he is not, therefore, neoes
.alily fitted to beoome the head 'ot the Eduoation' 

Department. There was also tbe further diffioulty" 
in seleoting a Liberal, that the Liberal Party as luobt 
hardly exists. One faotion is in opposition under the
leadership of Mr. Lloyd George and the Samuel and 
Simon groups, that vote with or against the Gover_ 
ment according to oiroumstances, and that are 
represented in the Cabinet, are at daggers draw!\ with. 
each other. Mr. MacDonald has, therefore, looked, 
about for oue of the most liberal·minded men in 
publlo life, and has choseu for his new colleague Mr. 
Baldwin's most intimate friend, the man who is
anathema to the Chufohillite Tories and none·too-, 
well liked by his fellow Conservatives generally, but. 
of whom the radioal "News-Chronicle" writes in. 
terms of the highest esteem. Indeed, I have not 
observed any hostile oritioism but only praise far 
Mr. MacDonald's ohoice in the quarters that mostly' 
count in this country. 

LORD IRWIli ON INDIA 
Lord Irwin's first speeoh upon appointment to·· 

the Cabinet was made during the week-end at Thirsk. 
in Yorkshire, and he took the oooBSion to declare that 
he was satisfied that there had been no substantiaL 
change in the Government's polioy regarding India. 
or he would never have joined it, and he felt tb", thl!', 
Moderate leaders had seriously misunderstood th ... 
situation and had therefore withdrawn their oo-opera
tion. 'On the surraceLord Irwin's remarks would.' 
appear to mean that he had been won over to Sir' 
Samuel Hoare's viewpoint. I do not think that this fa 
so. Moreover, I am not at all sure that, whatever may 
have been his original viewpoint, Sir Samuel still 
holds to it quite as tenaciously as he did. It is one 
thing to say or to believe that the .Moderates hardly 
oount in India; it is another seriously to set about· 
doing without them. I may be wrong in my diagno
sis, but I have a very strong suspioion, perhaps 
amounting even to something more definite than that ... 
that this feeling of doubt as to the practical wisdom, lIB 
apart from the theoretical desirability of the new 
prooedure, had already struck Sir Samuel and his.. 
colleagues, and was intended to be expressed in the 
relatively conciliatory language that he employed in. 
his speech on the 13th July and in hiB invitation to-· 
critios, either here or in India, to make ooncrete pro-
posals that would be more effeotive and more sym·· 
pathetio· in aohieving the purposes that the Govern· 
ment have set before themselves than their own. 
proposals had been oonsidered to be by the critics. 
No Government ever admits error 'or change or 
polioy. All is oonsistenoy and oontinuity. If there
fore a Government desires to change its policy, and in. 
particular a British Government, it first convinces· 
itself, and then the publio, that the ohange is really 
no ohange at all but 'merely a different expression 
of the same thing. That is how British reyolutions 
are aohieved. We say that that was what we had· 
intended all along, when in faot it is the' very thing: 
that we have been for years struggling to resist~ 
People who understand take this for granted. On the 
other hand, when a Government, and particularly a. 
British Government, finds the need to save its faoe 
and to retreat from a step that itjhas·taken or oontem
plated, it invariably announces that there hBS been,· 
no ohange of polioy in' order to oover the retreat from 
the new position that it had inoautiously assumed. 

I am seriously inolined to believe that the latter 
is the true interpretation of Lord Irwin's speeoh, nor 
am I alone in this view. Mr. Garvin, in the editorial 
oolumns of the "Observer", is often extremely irrita-· 
ting in the -manner ~n. w~ich he handles Indi.an 
affairs. Nor is he less Irrltatmg when he deals With 
them less formally in the personal column thai he 
writes eaoh Sunday. He has, however, seoured the 
eervioes of a colleague desoribed sa the Calcutta . 
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, Correspondent of the paper, who in ite last two issues 
'. baa got to the heart of the situation. I venture to hope 

hat his observations last Sunday will be reproduced 
1& ex/erno ill your columns. He declare. roundly 
that the Government's present proposala are nothing 
less than a reversion to the Simon Commission 
method, to escape which the Round Table Conference 
prooedure had been expressly devised. It is, he says, 
-certa.in thai; these proposals will be rejeoted by the 
Moderates, who have already refused their oollabora

,tion with the Simon Commission, and on exactly the 
same grounds. The new proposals are therefore to 
be regarded as still-born, and he poinls oul that far 
too ,muoh has been made in Conservative oircles 
about: the parnmou ntcy of Parliament. Everyone 
know. that Parliament is Parliament, but that if it 
does nol oarry out .·the Government's polioy as 

-expressed in an agreed Bill embodying the Heads of 
,A.greement reaohBd between the British and the 
Indian leaders, the Government will undoubtedly 
,treat such a. rejection, as Mr. MaoDonald was oareful 
to state in the House on the 2nd December, as a vote 
of No Confidence and will tender its resignation. 
I am inclined very strongly to the view that 
appearance. point to the Government bolding out an 

,olive branoh to the Moderate leaders, and it would 
do no harm whatever a.nd may help to rebuild the 

. broken bridge, if they assume this to be the position 
and respond accordingly. I would, however, venture 
to express the hope that in doing so they go as far as 
possible to co-ordinate their suggestions in order to 
maks them precise and effeotive. Nothing oould be 
,worse, or less helpful, for varying and perhaps 
conflicting suggeations being made from different 

• quarters, of whioh opponents, both in India. and here, 
could take an unfair and improper advantage. I have 
reason. to believe that Mr. Jinnah, who has already 
expressed his strong dissent from the Government's 
proposals, would willingly do his part here in that 
event to help to restore the broken relations. 

DICTATORSHIPS. 
Whetber with the growing power of the Irish 

Republican Army some form of dictatorship will 
. become neoessa.ry in Southern Ireland, in order to 
prevent an outbreak of civil war or of armed 
hostilities between the South and the North, remains 
to be seen. At the moment Mr. de Valera appears 
to have a substantial amount of support for his 
defiance of Great Britain and his joining in whole
heartedly in the present eoonomio warfare between 
the two countries, to the enormous disadvantage of 

'the poor consumer in both. 

, Dictatorships are on the increase in Europe. 
n Duoe in Italy has shown his diotatorial powers 
by dismissing his Cabinet and his Departmental 
Secretary overnight, and appointing a new Govern
ment with himself a.s Foreign Minister in plaoe of 
'Signor Grandi, for whom it would seem Mahatma 
Gandhi, until he actually appeared, was mistaken at 
80me places through which he passed through Italy 
on his way to Brindisi. Signor Grandi is an active, 
enargetio, able dapper young man, and 'no greater 
oonnast between him and the asoetic Mahatma oould 
be found. He does not appear, however, to have been 
at all well reoeived hy Signor Mussolini upon hie 
return from Lausanne, where he is regarded as having 
too meekly submitted to a Franoce-British hegemony. 

N otwithsCanding the appearanoe of a Republi
can Demooratio GOvernment in Spain Senor Azana 
js exerCising the powers of a Diotator. The movement 
from diotatorehip to oonstitutionalism In Portugal is 
prooeedlng very slowly and none too suc'oes.fully. 
,In Jugo·Slavis. the Diotator is tbe Ruler himself. In 
Buaaia the dlotatorship is In theory in the generalised 

proleta.riat. ,In practioe it is exercised vigO~IY by< 
Stalin with a smaU Cabinet of Communist oo~ 
sars. The latest diot3torsbip is that esablisbed nomi
nally by President Hindenburg, but aotually by Herr 
von Papen OVer the whole of Prussia and Branden_ 
berg, reprsenting two·tbirds of Germany. Martial 
law has been proclaimed in Berlin and the surround_ 
ing districts. All tbis has been done ostensibly on 
account of Communist agitation and the consequent 
aUeged threat to the security of the Reich. In faot .. 
state of barely suppresssd civil war between the Nazi 
armed formation and their opponents, either Commu
nist or Republican Iron Front rendered the assumption 
of dictat,?rial powers, almoet inevitable an,d the 
present situation has for some time heen antioipated 
as a. serious probability. The rigorous steps taken in 
turning out the Prussian Ministry, in imposing Relcli 
officials in tbeir }:lace at the head of the Police and 
otherwise, may prove to be the only means of avoid, 
ing civil war over large parts of C"termany. Natural
ly the German Sooialists and the Labour Parties 
elaewhere tend to regard Herr von Papen's coup as 
being equivalent to the restoration of the Junker power 
in Germany. This may perhaps be true. It remains 
to be seen whether it will result In the bringing back 
of the monacliical system to Germany and the over
tbrow of the Republican regime. It 'may well be 
that the majority of Germans' d8l5ire this. If they do 
not, it is dffioult to see what can prevent a bitter 
oivil war that will bring about the disruption of the 
Reich and the disruption for years to come of German 
aconomia prosperity upon whioh so muoh of that of 
Central Europe depends. 

HINDmSM. 

THE IDEALS OF' HINDUISM. BYPANDLT 
KASHI NATH. (Taraporewalla, Bombay) 1932. 
24.om. 86 PP. Rs. 4./-

THE "IDEALS OF HINDUISM," by Rai Baha.dur Pandit 
Kashin .. th M.A., M.B.E., is a publication of Messers 
D. B. Taraporewala Sons and Co., of Bombay. If 
externals be the oriteria, we must at once ooncede 
that the publishers have made the book as attractive 
as possible. .Tbe printing is on very good paper and 
th9re are seven ooloured piotures. We must, how
ever, form an estimate of the work aocording as the 
aims the author sets before himself are realised. 
Pandit Kaohinath is oonscious tbat Il)dia is facing a 
very critioal period in her history, and he feels that a 
vast ohange is ooming over this country. "Things 
which seemed to stand firm as a monntain even to 
the other day a.re disappearing as under a wizard's 
hand.", and more than a.nytbing else" U is the inter
nal oondition of the people that is ohanging. This 
stupendous faot is that the East which is supposed to 
be statio and unohanging is moving at last "gaining 
momentum and accumulations at every Btep". Will 
it be an avalanchs, the writer asks, to bring chaos and 
ruin as Its results, or will it result "in tbe guehing 
forth of fresh streams to bring fertility and prce
parity', Th. autbor's concern is whether India 
would be able to rise to her opportunities, for, as he 
truly points out, the chief thing for a nation's growth 
is charaoter, not" external appendages-politioal 
oonstitutions, trade and industrial revivals, increase 
of schools and book-learning, accumulations of 
wealth and property" for" all is not well with these 
ventures. PoIitioal· experimente were tried and 
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failed .... The success of Institutions would primarily 
depend ullon a proper ethos and men nurtured in its 
spirit. AIl institutions will fail if II the men were 
not prepared for them." The building up of oharao
ter, therefore, is a vital ooncern, and charaoter is 
based as the writer rightly observes on man's inmost 
beliefs; and so it is in reality his religion that is 
the deciRive formative influenoe. For" religion is 
bound with the deepest springs of human actions." 
.. No man or nation oan risa above the conoept of its 
Gods. If the concept is low, then the ideal is degrad
'ed and the worshipper is degraded." The history of 
all religions and sects .. shows that the purer the 
religion, tho further is the individual or the nation 
advanced," for religion "is concerned with the beliefs 
in the mind of the man which express themselves in 
all the aoti'rities of his life." .. The way to raise 
India, to make it a great and noble nation, to bring 
suooess to all the efforts, is to start from the inside, to 
raise the charaoter of its people and that can be done 
only by ,"ising high the ideals or to infuse a higher . 
atandard in its religion." That is to say, .. High 
Jdeals mu~t be set olearly before the people and then 
followed ... 

Our question, therefore. is how far has the writer 
lIucoeeded in his aim, in ~he first instance of evaluat
ing our old ideals with a view to finding out how far 
they would be the.basis for the future •. Could those 
ideals serve just as they stand, or do they need re
interpretation, and re-visualisation? This implies in 
the writer, even in vague outline, a knowledge of the. 
purpose and destin:r of India's future. That is to say, 
it is the task of the Seer. and the Prophet. He must 
have the insight to graps the significance of the, pre
.sent and have foresight enough to see ahead into the 
needs.of the future. 

And in this task, we sadly confess, the writer 
,has fa,iled.. His diagnosis of the present situation in 
. India is superficial, and he only repeats the conven
tional cant against culture-contact. He is still bauk
ing upon India's past, and his aim seems to be to 
restore Hinduism to its pristine purity and preserve 
it from the profane contact of disintegrating external 
forces. .. Hinduism laid down' he writes 'firm un
shakable foundation but it is encumbered with ruins 
of fallen walls of -poor materials, with ruhbish 
brought from outside and dumped on the site, and 
with a jungle of weeds and wild trees, whilst the 
whole foundation peep through, here and there so 
that it is a picturesque ruin of an ancient greatnees ' 
and if Hinduism must surtive, the writer insists it 
must first olear this rubbish. The question to hiin 
is of urgent import for" Western education and con
tact is wiping of many of the old beliefs and the 
tragady of it that no new ones are taking their place, 
Hinduism in the good old days was based on oertain 
definite beliefs and gave a olear guidance for Hindus. 
Hindus therefore had character." The writer, thera
fore, seeks to investigate what these basie ideals and 
ideas of Hinduism are. • 

We must admit that the author's attempt is high
ly interesting and the allegorical explanations whidh 
he gives of some of the intriguing oonoeptions and 
beliefs widely held by- the Hindus are worth consi
dering if for no other reason th~n that they form a 
bold attemp~ to defend superstitious 'and idolatrous 
praotioes as profound philosophioal truths and soien
tific faots. This is not the plaoe to go into a detail
ed disoussion, but just IjS an illustration we would 

• In thi. ,review we have DOC primarily ooncerned 
ourlelvel with peouliarities of style of the w,iter. The 
book ougM .0 han been revised •• reCully beCore final publi. 
oatlon. We draw the attention of the reader' to tbe sentenoe 
againll whloh the asterik io placed. It is only one of 
Du,mel'OUI luoh lentenoe. fD the book. 

like to refer to his ingenious exposition of the 00D:· 
oeption of incarnations, for these incarnations or 
avathars' as he maintains gives us the story of evolu· 
tion of creation. 'It seems' observes the writer, 'tnat· 
the Brahmanio reorganiser framed their theory of' 
evolution of man and of civilisation and expressed it
in the sequence of avathars." Suoh explanations of 
Hindu legends and Myths, we are constrained to re
mark would sometimes be funny if only they were 
not really dangerous in their results. For to the un
critical mind they appeal with conviction and seem 
to be indisputable facts. The danger lies essentially 
in this, that the lie is embedded beneath a mess of 
soientific truth. It is a question how far we are right 
in trying. to explain anoient things in terms of 
modern . phraseology. The writer's explanation of 
other ideas are of a similer nature. They 
are not profound enough and leave vital' . 
aspects of Hinduism untouched .• In oertaiu place. 
his remarks would perhaps 'make us believe that he. 
has not even made the attempt to understand the 
p!!.rticular conception that h: js is criticising. For
instance, we cannot help saying that he is unpar· 
donably fiippBnt when he tries to estimate the mora .. · 
!it l' of the Krishna oult. He considers the stories 
relating to Krishna and Gopis of Brindawan to bl!' 
immoral and they need only to. be stated in plain 
hard words to show their ridiculcusness •. 
The writer, therefore: feels that the idea 
of Krishna as the lascivious youth must be left out 
'in conceiving the real Krishna and in finding his. 
real greatness if any.' The writer we must say 
rather hastily dismisses this aspect of Krishna and' 
we cannot bnt feel that he has missed much. This 
would be pardonable perhaps in a Christian Mis
sionary' but not in an enthusiastic ex:ponant of Hin. 
duism as Pandit Kashinath seems to be. To our 
mind, there seems to be nothing immoral in KTishnlP' 
Gopi concept. The sex love far from being immoral 
is the very foundation of life and is the basis of con~ 
tnuity. If sexuallife is wrong' it would nece@sarily .. 
follow that life' itself is a mistake. The writer's 
exposition, again, of ihe Trinity and Hindu. 
PBnthism is very interesting. He is very 
bold when he comes to discuss the validity of the 
Vedas. Evidently he has not understood the implic~ 
tions of scriptural validity of the the Vedas or 
he would not has made the statemen tthat 'mere 
authority as such is to be repudiated' and ' Vedas 
have changed and will, continue ohanging with 
each growth and knowledge.' His exposition of 
the Vedas is a ohallenge to the conception of the 
enternol Validity of the Vedas. 

There are other minor things which require to 
be noticed. The writer's study of Hindu Religion 
and Philosophy seems to be very superficial. Hi! 
makes statements here and there whioh would never 
be by a made oareful student. In one place he assumeB~ 
that Sankhya is atheistio. That is rather a bold state
ment, for so far as our know ledge goes, atheism ~ 
such cannot be predicated of the Sankhya. It )8 

true that the Sankhya is a realistic system postulat,.
ing an eternal dualism between Purusha and Prakri
thi and nowhere speaks of Ishwara. The Sankhya. 
Karika says that the existence of God is not proved. 
'Ishwara Pramane Nasiddhihi', This does not, how
ever, amount to the denial of existence of God and 
further in the whole of Sankhya we have nowhere any 
animus towards the conception of God as such. The 
writer in one place maintains that Buddhism is a 
revolt but in a different place he admits that 'Bud
dha himself was a Hindu and his disciples were 
Hindus and even up to the time of Asoka, Buddhism 
was a b~anoli of Hinduism.' AIl this is only to sa:r 
that the writer himself is not well informed and so 
is hazy in his ideas. In one plaoe he says tbat at. 
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-the present day distinctions of c ... te ara fasl: d/sap. 
llearing and in another place ha admil!! that 'all the 

· ether c ... tes are olaiming to b ••• aily Brahmins and 
Kaahtriy.... He seems no* ~ have nnderstood the 
nature and impJicatsons of casl:e. 
. Th. book, therafore, ... a whol. mnst b. oon

ilidered a. a fail are. The writer has tried to discuss 
what he calls some ideal. of Hinduism. What 
he bas done is to give queetionable explanation. of 

· 80me M ,the and Legends and of certaiR oharacters 
'iD the Hindu Pantheon. Of the more vitsl ideals 
,'that do atIect the life of the millions of this cou ntry 
h. h..s practically nothing to say. In a book of this 
kind treating ... it doe. of the ide .. ls of Hinduism we 

· would have expected' a discussion of Dh .. nn .. 
I nita emperioal, forms sUoh ... Varna Ashrama and 
8adhsrma Dh .. rma. Again the writer has nothing 

,·to say about the Hindu oonoeptions of Karm.. ..nd 
Redemption. He mtght have disoussed also tbe 
Hindu attitude to life, in terms of human values. The 
production is a very imperfect one and the writer 
could have prolitably taken more thought and more 

-time. 
R. PRATAPAGIRI. ----

INDUSTRIAL EFFICIENCY. 
THE INDUSTRIAL EF'F'ICIENCY OF' INDIA. 

By RA1ANI KANT..!. DAB. (King.) 1930. 20cm. 
212p. 8/6. . . 

IN theee days when India is p ... sing through a 
·period of transition, a stud,. of the ways of national 
reconstruction with a speoial emph ... is on industrial 
reorganisation, coming as it does from such an active 
pon as that of Dr. Das, is bound to be .. welcome 
.. ddition to economio thought. In this formative 
period, when .. 11 are .. nxiously tackling the problem 
of reorg .. nisation of national life, by vitalising it 
with the addition and adoption of new methods 
measures .. nd m .. chines, a oomp ..... tive study of th~ 
productive capaoity of Indi .. , comp ... ing it with that 
of v ... ious industriallY adnnced oountries on the 
baais of their ability to utilise the natural' human 
and oapital resources, under the modern s~stem of 
produotion, is sure to give a great inoentive if not to 
immediate action, at lea.~t to thought. ' 

The author, being "deeply impressed in hi. 
-early youth with the extreme poverty of the people" 
.teoided to inquire into the causes of it. A. country 

· js poor either beoause its resourOes are not suffi 
cient ·to support its population or, as Prof. Carver 
rightly points out, "Communities and nations 
have remained poor in the midst of rich surroundings 
and are fallen Into decB,y and poverty in .pite of the 
fertility of the Boil and the abundanoe of their natural 
reaourees merely becBuse the humau factor was of a 
poor quality, or allowed to deteriorate, or rUn to 
waste." Of these two oauses Dr. Das elaborately 
points out that India ,ioes not sutIer from the first, 
for liS oompared with the resources of other nations 
India may be ranked, though not as the riohest 
oountry in the worlds at least as one of the rich 
oountries. But for the supplvof fuel, in the form of 
coal and oil, ... the Industrial Commission observed 
"India produoes nearly all raw materials neoe.sarY 
for the requirements of modern communities ", but the 
author points out that the drawbaok: mentioned above 
will be mitigated by water-power "in which India 
standa second only to United States in potentialities" 
~. 16?). Ho" very rioh its supply of raw materials 
IS oan he .een from the following figures, In 1927.28 
for i!,slanoe, India produoed all jute whioh the world 
requires, over one-ruth of the ootton, about one-fourth 
o! the world's ~otton-ileed, and about one-tenth of the 
linseed: as India possesses one-third of the world's 
cattl .. the production of skins and hides, one of the 

most important of the raw materials, is' consi
derable while in the case of minerals it enjoys 
practically a monopoly of mica; the production of 
manganese In 1927 amounted to over 35 per cent. of 
the world's total; similarly according ~ the Geologi
oal Survey of India (Vol. 2, Part II pp. 203-12) 
"the iron-ores of India are not only immense in 
reserve but also rioh in iron oontents." "There is 
little doubt:' adds the Direo~r of Geologioal Survey 
of Indi .. , Sir Edwin Pascoe, "th.t her vast resources 
in iron~res will one day give her an important if 
not dominant place, in the steel of the world." 'In 
human-power, too, with its 92 millions of adults, 
between the ages of fifteen and sixty, India is mora 
than suffioiently blessed. Thus, though so very 
favoured by Nature,· the appalling poverty that 
pervadee. the maases in IDdia, is as surpris
ing as it is palpable. The per capita income, as 
oalculated by different eoonomists, does not rise 
above Rs. 116, while it is Rs. 2940 in Japan, 
Rs. 351 in Italy, R •. 357 in Gennany, R •• 741 in 
Franoe, and Rs. 1,319 in England, an~ R •• 1,717 In 
U.S.A. Judged by another standard, per capita foreign 
trade, though not in itself, as Prof; Marshall has 
very convincingly shown (Industry and Trade, pp. 
14-25) a sure index of a country's poverty, it is 
sufficient to endorse a fact which is proved hy other 
indioes, Though the aggregate volume of India's 
trade ranks it the fifth among the world's nations, the 
per capita foreign !'rade ranks it almcA.t at the bottom: 
in 1925, for instance, the per capita trade of Australia 
was 235 dollars ( U. S. A..), of Canada 2440 dollars, of 
the United Kingdom 208 dollars, of Germany 80 
dollars, of Japan 33 dollars, and of India 7.3 doll ..... 
Similarly, if judged by the physical condition of the 
Indian populaoe, one can realise the same fact, for 
the physical oondition of the people depends, if not 
entirely, to a great degree on the material welfare. 
The average longevity in India is only 28.8 years, 
while it is 51.5 years in England, 50 years in U. S. A. 
48.5 years in France, (4.3 years in Japan. So also 
the per capita actual produotion in India is only half 
of that in other advanced countries. This, .. gain, is' 
not due so much to the Indian's innate aversion for 
work, since,' as the author has very shrewdly pointed' 
out that, ... " where the Indians have had equality of 
oppotu-nity, to a limited extent, in the farms and 
orchards of California and lumber mills of Oregon, 
Washington and British Columbi., the Indians have 
proved that they were as good as, if not better than, 
the Chinese, the Japane.e, the Canadians and th~ 
Americans." (P. 55. ) 

Naturally; therefore, the cauee ofIndia's Poverty, to 
take the clue from Prof. Carver, seems to be that either 
the human factor is a poor quality or it is allowed 
to doteriorate or to run to waste. We have already 
seen that the average I ndian is by no means of a poor 
quality as he hBii proved his metal bothin the present 
and in. the past, when congenial oiroumstances 
prevailed. Obviously enough, therefore,· at present 
in India the human factor has failed to take the 
benelit of the blessings . which Nature has oon· 
ferred upon it, mainly because the psycho-physical 
qualities of the Indian masse., like application, 
perseveranoe, skill, ingenuity, speed and preoision, are 
allowed to deteriorale or run to .. aste. This fact be
oomes still more obvious if we note that out of 92' 
millions between tbe agas of fifteen and sixty, 3S.S are 
undel"employed,16.1 millions are rendered useless on 
aocount of illness and an equal number on aooouni of' 
ignorance. Simil ... ly the author shows tha; Indi .. 
wastes almost two-thirds of her land and capital re
souroes. This begin. the vioious oircl~: the 
people are poor heoauee they are not in a position to 
exploit their resourecos and bec .. use they. caDnct 
exploit their resources they are bound to remam poor-
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. In . order to ohange this of state of' things 
*he author strongly advocates· a conscious and 
oentralised effort. espeoialLy on the part of the Govern
ment, for .arapid and intensive industrialisation. 
For thie purpose the attitude of the Government 
lDust not only be sympathetic but also actiVely hel~ 
ful and stimulating. .As. Yet the policy adopted by 
the Government, whell at its best, ill l!li888Z1aire, a 
policy, which, though beneficial and favourable in 
countries where individualiem and private enterprise 
are more et'feotiva than state control, is not suit. 
able for oountries like. India. It not does appeal 
*'> the psyohologynor the tradition of the lndian 
people, for the state used. to be the greatest entre· 
preneur in the PIISt history of India. Besides in th~se 
days of world competition, in a vast country like 
India, unless a strong national Government, with a 
olel¥' out industrial polioy, actively participates in 
the industrial organisation very' little could be 
aohieved. It alone can bring together all the dis
ruptive factors, by improvement in trallsPQrt and 
trade, by protective measures like tariff and bounties, 
and helpfulmeasurea like finanoing and providing 
oommeroial intelligence, Again, it aloue can 
mitigate· the intefnal competetion between provincSIJ 
by i.ntroduoing the principle of specialisation 
and allocBtioIl.; In short, the trend of exposition 
thoughout tends to make a fervent ,appeal 
for the bnd of the non.intervention polioy aud 
attitude of the Government particularly up to the 
days of the World War. Dr. Das has very admirably. 
borRe out his thesis by the exposition of facts and fi. 
gurE\! giving evidenoe for every statement of his. 
Tholigh some of hie statements often show a lack: of 
soholarly caution and aO!lodemic finish, and though he 
often shows a tendenoy toward. exaggerating India's 
assets,;it must be admitted that on the whole his book 
is a sound study and a great additIOn to economic 
thought. Many of the ways which the author sug
gestsfor the industrial regeneration of India-creation 
of a board of efficiency is one of them-are practi
oal and are based on the experience gained abroad. 
They are perticularly worthy of oonsideration as they 
come from au earnest desire of a patriotio Indian 
" to spread plenty upon a smiling land ... 

Y. G. NAIK. 

"SINCERITY AND SPEED". 

WHAT IS NEEDED'IN INDIA. 

The foll(JlJ)i1lg letter appeared' in tq.e'Manchester 
Guardian' of 15/11 July. 

To rHE EDITOR OF MANCHESTER GUARDUN. 

SIR,-" New India," in its issue of June 23, 
oontains the following pregtl!mt P8Ssage~:- ' 

Mr. Wedgwood Benn, the late Seoretary of 
State for India, in one of his. speeches in the 
Commons, postulated two essentials for a suooess
fuloutoome of the endeavour initiated in his 
regi!De to bring about a satisfaotory position in 
IndIa, namely, speed and sinc.rity. Without since
rity, which, in this oontext, must mean absenoe 
of deoeption and straightforward conferment on 
India of the power she seeks to oontrol her own 
affairs, mere speed in the enactment of a bill 

will not solve the problem; it will onl,. haste~ 
.the day of judgment. 

The fact is, the Government. through the mouth, of 
the Secretary of State for lndi~have virtu all,. 
convinced the Indian Moderates no leBS tha~ 
the Congress that, notwithstandlng their new-

· found passion for speed. the essential of sincerity baa. 
disappearlld The Moderates now regard the Govern" 
ment's late~t declared policy. adopted over their 
lteads and placed before them as a fait accampli, with 
a "take it or· leave it" gesture, as the triumph of 
insincerity alld the :victory of reaoti01;l. 

It is not true that the Government as exempli-· 
fied by the India Office, have changed their policy 
from a spontaneouB recognitilm of the need for speed. 
They have sucoumbed to the inevitable, the recogni
tion of which has been forced upon them by the 
Moderates whose thunder they now Beek: to steal. 
Similarly , the adoption of the principle of a Bingle 
bill, oove;ing simultaneously provinciBJ. autonomy 

, and federal central responsibillty, is no spontaneous 
act on the part of the Government. They were forced 
into acceptance of the principle by the insistence of 
the Modrates that 011 no other terms would they be 

, p1epared to continue their co-operation. And even 
now, to judge from letters re~ved from so,?e cf the· 

, leading Moderates, they believe that an Important 
: section bf ConservativG opin~o!i, with allies in the 

Government intends to join forces with aU those • 
disgruntled ~r reactionary elements eager to prevent 

• real fe4eral self-government from ever coming into 
'operatipn. Everything, indeed,that ~as. happened. 
, both here and in India, since the beglllDlng. of t~8 
year, has made for a diebelief in Moderate cmoles In 

· Government sincerity. 
If, now, your damaging cont~ntion be ~orrect,_ 

that no British Government really Intends, or IS able 
to pass through this. Parliame~t a:n agreed measur.s 
of responsible government, differing from a Doml~ 
nion Constitution only by reson of the enact~ent . of 
~ertaiq temporary s,,:feguards, accep~ed !lnmanly 
lD the Interests of India, anQ.· developmg Into such 
a Constitution by the efflux of a minimum period of 
time and the automatic passage of those temporary 
conditions for which the safeguards were devised, 
then ·what hope is there of converting. any section .of 
Indian opinion, Moderate or otherWISe, to a behef 
in the sincerity of British statesmen? 

. If the Moderates are to be eliminated becaus&
they cannot it ie supposed, "deliver the goods," and 
the Congres; are to be bottled up indefinitely, lest 
they should run away with them, upon whom are the 
Government to rely to work tberiokety Constitution 
that timid statesmanship may seek to fasten upon 
India? The communalists, t\J,e reactionaries, the 
time-servers, the self-seekers? For how long, and 
with what result? Can Sir Samuel Hoare, who h8S 
failed so dismally to carry conviotion to the Mode-
rates, hope to build Indo-British oo-operation on such 
shoddy material? Is not Indian rejecti~n !"lsumed 
in advanoe of a Whitehall-made Constitution, em, 
bodying a second-olass Imperial oitizenship, ~nd 
offered in a spirit of impatient oontempt of Indian. 
demands for a square deal, such as the "white" Do
minions, for whom· the first-class Commonwealth 
oitizenship has been hitherto reserved, ha'7e been 
aooustomed to expect and receive ?-Yours, &c. 

265, Stranq, 

July 12. 

Hy. S. L. POLAK. 
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