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Topus of the %zek.

The Assembly Debate on Political Deadlock.

THE.debate on the pressnt political deadlock
which wos raised in the Assembly last week over s
motion for adjournment was largely dominated by
the ‘disclosures’ in the oircular issued by the exe-
cutive of the Caloutta Royaliats, which had earlier
become the subject of many searching questions.
This ciroular merely gave a summary of ths report

of Mr. Benthall, regarding the situation at
the R.T. C. and it,is doubtful if it really
revealed anything which was not known before. In

spite of the Gandhj-Irwin pact, everybody knew . that
it was believed in Government circles that “a fight
with Congress was inevitable” sooner or later. But
whatever doubt might have been left on the point was
dispelled by the extraordinary landslide of British
public opinion in favour of the Conservatives. Un-
like the spokesmen of the (GGovernment in this debate,
Mr. Benthall frankly recognised that this Conserva-
tive victory undoubtedly indicated a ohange in the
British Government’s Indian policy. We do not
know whether it would be right to characterise this
a8 & ohange in policy ; for British politicians have
always believed in the theory of a united fromt in
regerd to Indis, And even if an undiluted Labour
Government had been installed in Whitehall, it is
doubtful if we had any reason to expect any other
policy than the present dual one of repression and
concession. But there is no doubt whatever that the
change in Government has betokened a change in the
spirit of administration, which has proved. so disa-
strous to the relations of Great Britain and India.

| for stopping. public meetings.

Sir Samuel Hoare is fond of ostentabicusly eclaiming
suocess for the coercive action taken by Government
in regard to the Congress. If the success means that
one openly hears little of Congress activity, it is due
to the stringent restrictions on the press in regard to
the publication of Congress news and the somewhat
too liberal use that is being made all over the country
of the preventive provisions of section 144, Cr. Pr. C.,
The Government's
repressive policy has had the undoubted offect of
driving the Congress . movement underground. If
we grant the correctness of the Seoretary of State's .
contention, the question arises why in that case he
does not see fit to withdraw the Ordinances’ If, as
is officially claimed, the Congress has been suppressed
as a result of the (Governmeut's repressive policy,
there is no reason to fomr the pamalysis of Govern.
ment which the pursult of civil disobedience by the
Congress was expected to herald, and therefors no
ground for the eontinued vse of the special powers
vested in the execuiive and meant to baused in s
sudden emergency. To claim success for repression
and yet to contjnue the present Ordinance rule,
as Sir Samuel Hoare does, is, to put it mildly,
very inconsistent. What impression the Govern-
ment's drastic anti-Congress saction has produced
even on habitually pro-Governmient sections of
Indian opinion will be clear from the following tele~
graphed summary of the speech of Mr. B, V. Jadhav,
an ex-minigter, in the course of the debate, Mr,

Jadhav is reported to have paidi—

Events for the past ten years have bsen undermining:
what little trust peopls had in Government. A great
revolution cocurred in England by which Congervatives
and dishards seized office and since thena deep laid
donspiracy was being hatohed to suppress the Congress
movement. When the delegates to the Round Tabla
Conference were hearing the Premier's statement thera
werd communioations batween Home and India Govern-
ments to take severs steps to suppress Congress, When
he returned to India he had promised in England to edu-
oate publio opinion about the good intsntions of Govern-
ment, but events in India reamdin the light of Mn,
Benthall's statement had shattered completely his hopes
in the bona fides of the British Government’s intentions to-
wards India. In whatever way the Reforms were framed,
be had grave doubts whether they wonld be workable
with popular leaders in jail,

* * *

. Passage of Detenus’ Transfer Bill.

LAST week witnessed the passage by the Assem-
bly of the Bengal Detenus’ Transfer Bill, which
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empowers the Bengel Government to banish, with the
previous consent of the Government of Indis, sus-
pected Bengal revolutionaries to any partof India.
It will be easily seen how arbitrary are the powers
of restricting personal liberty which the Bill sought
to confer on the KExecutive and yet for a wonder it
was passed by the Assembly in an unsmended form!
Tnis shows how powerless that body has become to
safeguard the liberties and the rights of the peopla.
The only improvement in the Bill to the credit of the
Assembly was the limitation of its life to three yesrs.
The clause depriving the High Court of its power, in
respect of Bengal detenus torequire the presence of
people under detention naturally aroused much
adverse comment even from well-known friends of
the Government ; buk their appesls to the Govern=

ment to behave ressonably proved unavailing, Jt-

must be however said in fairness that Government
spokesmen made no attempts to conceal the true
nature of the Bill. Indeed the Law Member in
trying to persuade theo ppositionists, that the attempts
to remove the limitation on the High Court’s power
which was such an objectionable feature of the Bill
were opposed to the spirit of the measure, plainly in-
formed the Assembly that the Bill aimed at the sub-
stitution of executive judgment for judicial judgment.
An amendment which sought to throw-on the Governe.
ment the obligation to reproduce, as far as possible,

to diet and the manner of cooking food, failed to secure
a majority in its favour. But it succeeded in eliciting
an explicit assurance from the Home Member that the
rules to be framed would provide for the provision
of Bengali food to the detenus. Itis amystery why, if
the Home Member found himse}f in a position to give
this assurance, he was unable {o accept theamendment
which simed at nothing else. The attempt to restrict
the area of the detenue’ transfer to the Governors'
provinces did not also share a betier fate. An influ.
ential section of opinion in the Assembly favoured
the creation of a committee of its members to “report
on the suitability of the place of détention and gene-
ral comfort of the detenus.” But even this very
reasonable suggestion failed to find acceptance at the
hands of Government. - A favourable report by such
a committee on the conditions of life in the detention
camp would have gone far,to reassure public opinion,
that the suspected Bengali young men detained
merely on suspicion were spared all avoidable
bardships. The proposal to give travelling allow-
ances to the nearest relatives of the detenus to
enable them to interview the detenus twice during
the year, which came before the Assembly in
the form of an‘amendment and which succeeded in
winning the support even of such an uncompromising
opponent of terrorism as Sir Cowasji -Jehangir could
also not materialise for want of requisite support.
* * L

Boycott of Forelgn Goods No Offence.

SINCE the promulgstion of the Ordinances early
in January last, it has been a moot point whether the
preaching of the boyeott of foreign articles as an eco-

nomic weapon, éven by non-Congressmen, has been
banned. There are some who hold that as the Ordi~
nances are designed to deal epecially with the Con-
gross, they cannot affect non-Congressmen’s activities
aimed at the popularisation of indigenous articles,
necessarily at the cost of foreign omes. Support is
lent to this view by a recent judgment of the District
and Sessions Judge of Guntur, A pleader of Tenali
by name Mr, Suryanarayan distzibuted a handbill
exhorting people, in the economie interests of the
country, to uss khaddar, to wear clothes woven from
yarn spun in Jndian mills andto boycott foreign arti-
cles. He was duly charged with assisting the opera-
tions of the Congress and sentenced by the lower
court to six months’ rigorous imprisonment and a
fine of Rs. 500. When the matter went up in eppeal
to the District Judge, he reversed the conviction and
sentence and ordered the accused to be restored to
liberty, The view taken by the District Judge was
very sensible. Hefelt that solong as aman, not
proved to be s Congressman, contented himself with
advocating a boycott of foreign goods, without resort-
ing to picketing as defined in the Molestation Ordi-
nancs, he could not-be said tobehelping the activities
of the Congress. According to him, a man does not
make himself liable to prosecution wunder the
Criminal] Law Amendment Act merely because

' he happens to be engsged in activities which had

in the province to which the detenus would be trans- ' received the imprimatur of the Congress, What was

ferred conditions of life in Bengal, in regsrd especially

necessary for the completion of the offence of
segisting an unlawful body was the intention of
the alleged offender, which must be clearly proved
snd could not bo taken for granted, The assistance
to such a body, in this esse the Congress, must he
voluntary and not merely accidental or coincidental.
The instance given by the District Judge in his judg.
ment places the matter really beyond the possibility
of a doubt. “If an snti-Congressman wears hand-wo-
ven or hand-spun cloth or advoesfes the boycott of
foreign eloth or Hindu-Muslim unity, or the removal
of untouchability, he will not thereby be assisting
the operetions of the A.L.C.C, which is an unlawful
association and has the above objscts. So too, if a
fisherman manufactures illicit salt without ever
having heard of the A.I.C.C. or its resolutions and
with no intention of assisting in its unlawful opera-
tions, ho will not be liable under section 17 (1) Cri-
minal Law Amendment Act, though the A.LC.C. too
has this object among its many intended operations,”
This judgment will, it is hoped, go some way in
facilitating the work of thoss who feel that an em-
phasis on the boycott ‘of foreign articles is neces--
sary, in order to spur people on to. greater swadeshi
activity, even though the sole object be, as was that
of the Tenali pleader, “the improvement of the wel-
fare of the masses and the encouragement of cottage
industries.”

. ® * *

Sir Frederick Sykes’ Speech at Chamber of Com-
merce,

SIR FREDERICK SYEES' speech at the Bombay
Chamber of Commerce on the 30th ult. was devoted.
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mainly to a justification of the Government’s dual
~policy of conoiliation and fepression, which was doing
== 20 much to widen the gulf between the Government
- and the people, Spesking about the contemplated
=-reforms, he prophesied that while they would provide
ample safeguards to British commeroce, they would
also give India “practically nnrestricted control
_ over the management of her own affairs.” Whatever
tha Governor of Bombay may say to the oontrary,
.Indisan opinion by no means of the irreconcileable
~ wariety, has since the phenomenal conservative vic-
: tory at the British polls towards the close of last year
come to entertain serious doubts as to the substantial
- nature of the reforms. But of course the tasta of the
=..pudding lies in its eating and public opinion in stead
:» of being in & hurry to prejudge the proffered consti-
tution will naturally prefer to hold its judgment
» in suspense until the .constitutional picture is com-
pleted.”

But the part of the Governor’s epeech of more

-. immediate interest, to us in the Bombay presidenoy, :

= wag where he laidstress on the need for further retren-
- chment in public expenditure, One searches this part
of his speechr in vain for an announcement of the
—-Governor's decision on the subjoct of the reduction of
- the strength of the Cabinet. Wa have been repeatedly
told that the subject had beem under the anxious con-
~1gideration’ of His Excellenoy for months past. In
.faot, it is nesrly two months since the members and
:ministers, forming the present Cabinet, had actually
'placed their resignations in the hands of the head of the

. “province with a view to facilitate his embarrassing
ask of dispensing with the services of whomsoever of
the ministers and members he liked, and yet nobody
~'knows when exactly the proposed saving of the
- salaries of one minister:and two executive counaillors
will become effective. It is & matter of common
knowledge that left to himself, the Governor of

- Bombay would like to defer his decision on ths
poink, till after the new reforms were in working
-order ; but it must by now have become olear ‘to him
.that in this respect his personal wishes run counter

. to the diotates of public opinion. Nor did the-

- Governor add to our knowledge of the causes of delay
...in setting up the muoh advertised Reorganisation
.Committee, Speculation had been rife as to its per-
- :sonnel; but whoever are ultimately selected for this
: difficult job, of setting the administrative house in
order, let theselection be based on business capacity and
sound common sense rather than on any other consi-
. derations. Admiunistrative experience is certainly one
of the qualifioations to be looked for in the members of
the Committes; but strength of conviction, capacity
.tohave a close grasp of administrative details and
. infinite patience to study them ara even more essen-
tial requisites in the prospective members of the
 Comumittee, if ite Iabours are to be really fruitful,

. + *

Aticles.

THE CAPETOWN AGREEMENT AGAIKX.
L BY THE RIGET HON'BIE V. S, SRINIVASA SASTRL

NDIANS everywhere will be happy to learn that
the Cape Town Agreement of 1927 has been
renewed, ensuring the continzance of friendly

relations between the Government of the Union of
South Africa and cur own Government and the main-
tenance of an Indian Agent to watch over the inte-
rests of our oountrymen in that part of the worid,
The significance of this event is enhanced because it
was unexpected. To enable the reader to judge how
far this feeling of gratulation is justified I shail
attempt below to set forth the ciroumstances and out-
line the essentials of the understanding between the
two Governments,

The background of the South African picture is.
darkened by the rooted colour prejudice of the domi-
nant community. Whether British or Boer, the white
oitigen, with honourable exceptions, regards the
Indiar as an alien whose presence is an economic
and political meance and who must be sternly kept
down as an inferior to be taxed and ruled but never
encouraged to feel that he ever can be an equal citi-
zen. Large sections of the ruling oligarchy continue
to beliave, in spite of evidence to the contrary, that
the Indian is increasing in numbers at an alarming
rate; while his Jewish and other trade zivals are
able every now and ther to work up publio feeling
against him and compel Government to introduce
some anti-Indian measure or other, No measure of
relief or help to our community bhas any chance, so
long as those who have the municipal and parlia.
mentary vots are hostile and even bear hatred in thair
hearts. )

In the Transvaal ever sinoe the discovery of gold
all coloured persons have been put nnder disabilitios
of one kind or another, They c¢annob acquire fixed
property on proclaimed land and their right to aocupy
stands and carry on trade is subject to sariouns limi-
tation, The areas within which these restrictive laws
do not apply are excesdingly small and are known as
bagaars, locations, mining compounds and other places
which the Mining Commissioner may from $ime to
tidie set apart for the purpose. In spite of this harsh
legislation, perhaps on-acoount of it to some extent,
the policy of the authorities towards the Indian
community has never been without some sympathy
and consideration. In consequence our people have
enjoyed faoilities for trade, ocoupied buildings and
ehops for that purpose and even acquired fixed property
of great value. The vested rightg that have grown up
these many years are in many cases strictly lawful,
But in many other cases they would appear to rest on
nothing more than'the connivanoe or passive aoquiesce~
nos of Government officiala. Whenever ill-will towarda
Indians beocomes active, the old prohibitions of law
are invoked, and the community is threatened with
loss of property and, what is even woree, with depri-

vation of facilities for trade, which is the only ocou~
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pation open to the great majority of them. About
three years ago this threat bsoame quite serious and
certain municipal bodies, chiefly that of Johannes-
burg, began to withhold or suspend the grant of ocar-
tificates of leave to frade in cases where it appeared
that the Indian who applied for it had no legal title to
occupy the premises in question. The trouble gathered
force until a Select Committes of the Union Parliament
was appointed fo coosider the subject. This committes
hesrd a good deal of evidence, our case being present-
ed ably and skilfully by Mr, Millin, K, ©, and by Mr.
J. D. Tyson, who during the period of Sir Kurma
Reddi's illness acted as Agent of the Government
of India, The 'upshot was a drastic bill which proposed
among other things to segregabte Indians in looations
and compe] thoss who now live elsewhera toremove to
them with all their business and belongings within
a period of five years. The Government of India made
vigorous representations on behalf of our nationals
and ware able to securs the consent of the Union
(overnment to the inclusion of the Transvaal Asiatic
Tenure Bill among the subjeects for consideration at
the Round Table Conferencs which it was proposed to
hold in the begioning of thig year to consider the
renewsal of the Cape Town Agreement of 1927. The
Indian Delegation under the leadership of Sir Fazl-i-
Husain had thus a double task before it,

Omitting many details, however important, which
the ordinary resder would find it diffieult to-follow,,
three main pointsof first-rate importance were preased
npon the delegation by the leaders of the Indian
community, who were present in Cape Town in full
strength and were tekon into frequent consultation.
First, existing rights .must be protected from Further
menaca ; second, provision must be made for future
expansion so that coming generations of Indiaps
should not find themsalves barred from the profession
of trading ; and third, both these objects should be
attained without the humiliation of any treatment
savouring of segregation,

Let me mention in passing a few significant
poiuts to enable, the reader to understand some-
thing of the atmosphere in which the question
isinvolved. How vital trade facilities are for our
people may be realiced by the fact that, although
the right of ownership and thes right of occups-
tion are both wvalued, the latter is wvalued far
more than the former, and if, owing to pressure
of conditions, one of thess had to be surrendered,
most Indians would surrender the right to acquire
and own fized property. The Bill as now drafted
does not in terms provide for the exelusion of whites
or natives from locations intended for Indians.
Nevertheless in actual practice the segregation of
our community will be brought about. The instinot
was sound which led them to detect the presence of
sogregation even where the wording did not expressly
mention it. In the province of the Transvaal the
Puteh eloment preponderates and wiil not hear any
srguments based upon the character of the British
Empire or allow any rights supposed to flow from
cltizenship of that Empire. Our appeal must be

grounded upon ganeral oonsiderations of humanity
and natural justioe.

‘Our delegation urged that the wested intodests
which bad grown up by the tacit moquisscence of
Government offioials should rsoecive henocefarth the
positive consent of the Mining Commissioner, who
should be instructed by the Government to exercise
the power granted to him under the law to permit
eoloured persons to reside and trade in particular
looalities, We wers not quite sure that gome 1little
logislation would not ba necossary to secure our objects
fully through this means, but if it was, we hoped the
Union Government oould seoure it with the sanction
and support of the Seleot Committee. It the Mining
Commissioner mcted in w» liberal spirit, he conld
not oniy protect existing interests, but provide
in fair measure for jthe meeds of the coming
Indian generation. It is understood that this sugges-
tion has met with the approval of the Select Com-
mities ; only, in the place of the Mining Commissioner
they have substituted the Minister of the Interior.
Alsothey haveallowed the deletion of the clause which
would have segregated the Indian community. The
white people of the Transvasl are very sewsitive as
to their right to govern their territory according
to their own wishes and resent the representations of
the Indian Government as amounting to unwarrant- -
ed interferemce in their internal edministration. To:
meet this sentimental diffioulty it was sgreed that
the provisions of the Transvaal Asistio Tenure Bill
should not become the subject of formal discussion
or resolution st the Round Table Conference. Dr.
Malan undertook to place our views fully befors the
Select Committee, and we stipulated firmly that the
renewal of the Cape Town Agreement would depend
for its ratification by the Government of Iadia
upon the extent to which our representations on the
Transvaal trouble received the favourable consider-.
ation of the Select Committes.

The agreement itself. had always been looked
upon with suspicion and disfavour by a powerful
section of white opinion. The Government of General
Hertzog was denounced by this section as having
shown undue weaskness and compromised the free-

‘dom of action of the citizens of South Africs, who

waere obliged to submit ¢o the delay and inconveni-
ence of having to hear the views of the Government of
India and satisfy this outside power that they were
dealing justly and equitably with people - who were
their own subjects. One circumstance had reconci-
led them to this undesirable position. This was the
assisted emigration scheme, which with the co-opera-
tion of the Government of India brought about a certain
diminution in the numbers of the Indian community.
This advantage, however, had now ceased. Opinion in
India was hostile, while in South Africa itself the
local Indian Congress had become restive and begun
to denounce the arrangement by whioch numbers of
their innocent countrymen were- lured; to poverty,
ill-health and social persecution in the homeland.
Was there any means, we were asked, of improving
the assisted emigration scheme and reviving the
movement of Indians from South Africa to India?
Our answer was an emphatic and final negative.
Knowing, however, that, if the matter were loft there,
there was no prospect of the Agreement being-renew-
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<d, we drew aftention to the fact that under the terms
of the original agreement the assisbed emigration of
Indians might be to India or other countries where
the climatic and economic conditions were similar to

those of Bouth Afrioa. After a good deal of negotisa,

tion, the Conference decided that the two Govern
ments should be advised to co-operate in investigating
the oonditions of likely countries with a view to
promoting plans of colonization by Indiansboth from
Todia and from South Africs. It was no easy matter
to get the Jeaders of the Indian community to agree
to this idea. They asked whether we of the Indian
Deolegation agreed that they were undesirables and
must be got rid of to the extent possible, Some went
further, asserfing that their strength lsy in their
number and they would never oonsent to ii8 being
reduced. We pointed out that the immediate step wag
- only an invesfigation, and that they need never
emigrate if the plan was not good enough for the
poople of the homeland as well as for them. Also we
had satured that in the inveatigation they themnselves
should participate through s representstive, These
considerations finally won their consent.

We came next vpon another diffienlty. The
Union delegation were dead against the famous up-
liftment olause, To help the memory of our readers,
it may be stated that this clause committed the Union
Government o the duty of looking after the Indians
under them in the same way in whioh civilized
sdzinistrations look after their subjects, and to pro-
vide for them the same educational and othet faoci-
lities whioh they provided for the other eloments of
their'population. It would appear these propositions
raised hopes which could never be fulfilled and. the
‘leaders of the Indian Congress #ried to discredit the
Union Govarnment by conetantly flinging the terms
of the upliftment olause in their [aces., Our South
African oolleagues would not therefors hear of its
baing repeatod in the new agreement. QOur answer
was that the upliftment olause wasg the part of the
agreement which made it acceptable to us, and thas
if it ware dropped we should have no use for the
agreemont, The impassa thus brought about lasted
sovaral days during which we disoussed an alter-
native proposal or twa, but with no favourable result,
The end, howaver, as we believe and as our readers
will perhaps agree, iz happy. Our brethren in the
Tranavaal have boen relieved of the worst features of
their reoent trouble. . No Indiana will return to India
unless they choose to do so. If any pressurs is exer-
oinpd by the officials or"Agents of the ,Unfon Govern-
ment ih this direction, the leadars of the local Indian
Congress will be free to make counter propaganda.
The wupiiftment olause continuzes. An Agent of
the Govermment of India will, as during the last
five yoars, watoh over the interests of our country-
men and ba their guide, philosopher and frisnd, be-
sides serving as the medium of communication bet-
weon the two Governments, A South African Indian
ohogen by the Congress will be a membar of the
ocommittes which explores on bshalf of the two
Governments the possibilities of oolonization for
Indians from both eountries in such places as Brazil,

British Guiana and Tanganyika. No period of
yeara is presoribed for the life of the renewed agres-
ment, '

How was this happy ending brought about ? The
dominant cause without & doubt was the advantage
to both sidea of mutuai friendship and good under-
standing, which made it expedient ss well as right
to have an instrument embodying them, such as ia
recognised in the international sphera. Also ihe
commanding personality of General Herizog had its
own influence, while Dr. Malan, rilent, strong and
straight, pulled his full weight in the cause of
peace -bscause it wss the csause ‘of justice as.
well. And though we as members of the Cone
ference mnever travelled outside our sgends; .it is
not improbable that the necessity of cultivating trads
relations between the two: countries was present to
the minds of our Union colleagues and made fis own
contribution to the result. Our friend Dinabandbu
Andrews interposed his good offices wherever and
whenever they wsre required, thus msking a great
addition to the already immeasurable debt under
which Indians overseas lie to him, Sir Fazl-i-Husain’
in epite of gerious illness surpassed all expectation
by his patience, tact and ekill as well as by ths firm-
ness with which he repressed all. communal tonden-
oies among our counirymen there, It is impossible
to say enough of the services rendered to the cause
by Mrs, Naidu, whose personsl charm and great
reputation made a sirgulat appesl to all with whom
she came into contact, whatever their sex, eolour,
race ob predileotion in politica.

FERGUSSON COLLEGE.

AHARASHTRA, and in fact the whole of India,
has always taken a keen interest in the Deccan
Edncation Soociety and its institutions as they were
among the first efforts at educational self-determina= -
tion inv the country. Founded by some of tha most
eminent leadera of Indian progress and administered
under the gnidance of men like Agarkar, Apte, Tilak;

_Gokhale and Paranjpye, the Society has been doing
vary important service to the cause of education for

over fifty yenrs. Its way has not always beon easy,
for while. keeping steadily before itself its objeck
of facilitating and oheapening education it has had
to steer olear of the Boylla of officialism and thei
Charybdis of extremism. In this diffioult work i
has suoceaded marvellously and has scrved as the
mode} on which many similar organisations hava
beon started in vavious parts of the Presidency. Ie

 has not always ocommanded the whole-hearted

sympathy and support of Governmant, soveral of
whose officinls hava looked with suspicion on the
activities of & band of self-seerificing workers. As
long ago as 1885 Sir William Hunter in his book on
Bombay oconsidered the foundation of the Fergusson:
Collage as o serious matter on which the Govern=
ment of Indis should have had its say but had nok
according to the system in foroe. On the other hand
the extremist school of politics in Poona and
Maharashtra has looked askanoce at an institution
whosa main worker was for s long time Gopal
Krishna Gokhale, the leader of the moderate constis:
tutional party in India. In spite of these difficulties
the Ferguason College and its allied. institutions
have won the confidence and respect of all people in
the Presidenoy and have been eduoating increasing
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n?"tfnbers of young boys and girls for many years
past, . .

The main work of the Sooiety is being done by
the life-members who pledge themselves to serve for
a period of twenty years at least on a very small
salary, while the constitution provides for the gen-
eral supervision and eontrol by the publie who sup-
port the Society through the Council and the Govern-
ing Body. The latter body of eight was first con-
stituted in 1897 as a result of the political agitation
consequent on the Poona froubles of that year and
consista of the Chairman and Viee-Chairman of the
Council, three representatives of the goneral body
of fellows and patrons of the Society and three re-
presentatives of the life-members. The Governing
Body has the final voice in the current affairs of the
Society and its institutions, but for many years the
body of life-members was able {0 work harmoniously
with the Q(overning Body and questions of &
delicate nature regarding tbe respective spheres of
the two bodies did not become urgent. This continu-
ed for a long time because the life-members .were
united in thair work and personal questions were not
allowed to raise their head. for the last few years

this happy state, however, has no longer continued !

and rumours of dissentions among the life-members
have been current. On account of this the Govern-
ing Body has had occasionally fo assert its authority
which led to further bickerings and neocessarily led
to some unpleasantness. A few years ago the Gov-
erning Body thought it in the best interests of the
Society to disregard the majority recommendation of
the life-members and to appoint Dr. G. 8. Mahajani
as the Principal .of the College. An appointment
like this naturally gave rise fo some discontent
and cordial work in the College became very difficult
if not impossible.

The political agitation in the country during
the last twelve years had its inevitable repercussions
onthe Society's institutions. Attempts were repeatediy
made to have the institutions boycotted but these did

» 00t meet with any success and the Fergusson College
in particular had this year a record number of students.
It was hoped that the troubles arising from internal
dissentions and outside political excitement would
soon disappear, but matters took a very serious furn
pince July last when an aitempt was made on the
tife of the then acting Governor of Bombay and an
ugly demonstration was mads against him by a small
minority of students. Gogate, the young man who
ghot at the Governor, hes been convicted end it has
been demonstrated that he was acting in his in-
dividusl capacity snd had no confederates. Still
the intense feeling roused among certain sections
led Government to propose certain measures for secu-
ring better discipline among the students. So far as
these messures were of a purely educational character
they were gladly accepted by the Society. Among such
were the institution of a tutorisl system, an increase
in the number of the senior staff and of rectors in
charge of the hostels, provision of additional houses
for resident professors, &c¢. A further measure for
limiting the number of students in the College was
suggested and disoussions with the Director were
goingon on this point. The University was slso
congidering similar aotion in respect of all its
old affiliated oollges when certain prominent sup-
porters of the Society thought fit to raise the
question of ohanges in the  constitution
of the Soociety itself. The Council of the Society
considered that the present was' not the time for a
dispassionate counrideration of the revision of the con-
stitution while the atmosphere was still clouded
owing to the outrage.

During these disdussions it became olear to the
Governing Body that the efficient working of the

Society's institutions could not be secured while the
life-members were definitely ranged in {wo camps and
cordial co-operation with the Principal was not
forthcoming, The Governing Body .consequently
called upon six of the "life-mmembera to resign, a very
serious step which, though probably in the best ine
terest of the efficient working of the institutions in
the future, will, we hope, remsin for ever the only
instance of its kind in the history of the Socisty.
These life-members have been attempting to start a
new organisation in Poona and an impression has
been allowed to get abroad in certain circles that
these gentlemen were the really loyal part of the life-
members while those still remaining as such have
-extremist sympathies. From what we know of the life-
members there does not appear to be any ground for
this suspicion and wehave reason tohopethat the insti-
tutions will continue to be carried on in the traditions:
of Gokhale and Agarkar. In the meanwhile Govern-
ment under the Minister, Sir Rafinddin Ahmed, hes.
been considering the question of the College and the
Society, to whose institutions Government pay a
grant of about Rs. 70,000 a year. In any discussions
with the Government they have this powerful lever:
always at hand and inevitably start with & great deal
of tactical advantage. Itis not possible, neither is.
it desirable in the resl interests of education inthe
Presidency, to threaten to break with Government on

‘any snd every question if & ccmpromige, at all rea--

sonable and mot too harmful, can be reached. In the
present state of world depressioh the loss of such a
large amount is sure to ecripple, if not to endanger,
the life of theinstitutions and the life-members and
the Governing Body have done well to reach a gettle-
meut which, though not absolutely just, is at least
not agsinst any real and vital prineiple.

These points were being pressed by Government
inthe discussions viz. thelimitationof numbers in the
College to 1200, a formal representation of various com-
munities on the Governing Body and the Council, and
the nomination of some members by Government on
the Governing Body. As regards the first, so .far ‘
the College has had, along with- other Colleges like
Elphinstone, Wilson, St. Xavier's, Baroda and Ah-
medabad, no 1limit upon the numbers. But ail the
same it is recognised by all educsationists thal an.
indefinite inerease in numbers is not eduostionally
desirabie and the College roll itself hes exceeded 1200
only in two or three years during its history and it is
only this yesr that the excess has been st all con-
siderable owing to the very liberal result af the
Matriculation examination of last year. ']_?akmg all
circumstances into consideration, the Sociely have,
we think rightly, agreed to accept this limitation for
the present. It may later on either seek o hava this
limit increased or it may start » new college under a,
separate principal, a course which may ere long be
rendered necessary by the proposed complete btf\.xrca-
tion of Arts and Secience courses. . Although it is no-
doubt a serious handicap to the College, both in point
of resources and of self-respect, the Society must
congratulate itself on having goi through so lightly
after the very damaging incident of July last which
was bound in any case to leave some impresson
the history of the College, especially because fhe-
(3overament have agreed not to_insist on the other
two conditions which were reslly far more harmful
to the Society.

The second question of formal communal repre-
sentation on the Governing Body did rot assume a
final shape though there is no doubt that it }oomed
large in the mind of the Minister. Here it was
merely a question of formal regulations, for the-
Sooiety has always weldomed within its fold repre-
gontatives of all communities and has tried its best to
gecure their active cc-operation, The- institutions of



APRIL 17, 1932}

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.,

115

the Society have alwavs granted special facilities to
backward classes and Mahomedan students and if the
-constituted bodies of the Socicty have contained a
“very large propartion of one community it was because
‘Poona contains very few well qualified persons of
-other communities who are moreover prepared to
.join the Society as fellows or patrons by paying the
.qunlifying doration. Still, usually the Governing
Body and the Council have contained some Parsees,
Mahomedana and others, and it is only very rarely—
though unfortunately it is so at the present
.moment—that the Governing Body consists only of
Brahmins., Government have accepted an under-
taking by the Society to secure, if possible,
some persons of other commmunities on the Govern-
ing Body anrd have not insisted on a formal guarantee
of this nature. We have no doubt that while legal
communs] representation on educabicnal bodies is &
most mischievous principle it is most desirable to
secure adequate expression of all points of view on
them by friendly and informal means, We hope
that the life-members will be able to secure thig at the
- parliest possible moment. :
The third point about Governpment nomination on
~the Governing Body was the most vicious of all and
we think the Society should resist such a proposal as
being oslculated to change its whole charaoter.
“Government nominees have a fatal habit of seeking to
grasp power over their enlleagues and in this objective
they would be assisted by their private access to the
powera that be, They would resent any rejection of
their own proposals as a slight to their amour propre
and may be tempted to harm the institution on grounds
of personal pique by indireot means, When a fow
Yyears ago Oxford and Cambridge were offered Govern-
ment assistance they long hesitated to mccept it as the
thin end of the wedge of (lovernment control and
made t_heir.own independence absolutely certain befors
aocepting it. They would have rejected it off-hand
il it had been asceompanied by some suggestion of
Gov:armnent nominations on various academioal
bodies, When during the troubles of 1897 a similar
proposal was made, Gokhale was able to convince
Government of its undesirability and it was
d_roppe_d. We understand that other private institu-
tions like the Missionary Colieges in Bombay will
have also the gravest objeotion to such a proposal,

The ianovation oannot long be limited ®nly to the !

Decoan Edueation Sobiety for, Yappetit vient en mange-
-ant even to & Minister of Education responsible to &
legislative council, We are glad that Government
have for the present’ dropped this proposal and we
hope nothing further will be heard of it, for we are
-sure that it will then no longer be a question relating
%o the Fergusson College which has had to eat* the
humble pie on account of the mad act of an individusal
pupil but one that would have immense influence on
all private educational effort in our presiderocy.

While wae think that the settlement reached is on
the whole one which the general public interested in
the Deoosp Education Bociety may acoept withouttoo
mll?]:_l hesitation we would earnestly impress on the
political leaders the serious harm that is being
caussd by fervent appeals to the student mind to
boyeott eduoational institutions and “do their bit"
in the political sphers, The young student, male or
female, may not reAlise the full consequences of any
mad act but the leaders at least can, They should
not seok to involve the youthful impressionable mind
with false ideas of patriotism, but should rather im-
press on it the supreme need of adequate intellectual
and moral preparation before plunging headiong in-
to the turbulent watars of political agitation. This
*Gogate episode may in the long run deprive many a
youngman of the opportunities of a higher eduoation
whioch the Fe;gusson Collge with its unlimited num-

bers has so far provided, but- Gogate himself perhaps
never contemplated such a result of his mad action.
It would be some good out of evil if this chapter of
incidents, which, we hope, is now finally closed, opens
the minds of thinking people to the dangers and
incalculable evil consequences of encouraging young
versons directly or indirectly to take an active share
in politics for which they are entirely unfitted by
their training or mental and moral equipment, . -

‘I L, 0. AND UNEMPLOYMENT.

HE International Labour Office was established
by the Loeagus of Nations to act as a medium
for the organisation of social pesce; its activity is
inspired by the ideal of oollaboration ; and it there-
fore watohes with keen interest the developmsut of
social ideas in Christian circles, and particularly in
the Churches which belong to the Stockholm Move-
ment. In the latter connection, it maintains direct
relations with the Universal Christian Council for
Life and Work and its principal executive body, the
International Social Christian Institute.
Certain of the problems now being considered by

" the International Labour Office and some examples

of its genersal activity are outlined below: they are
of concern especially to all Christians to whomsoeial
progress is of importance.

There are people who attribute the depression
now making itself felt all over the world to the
growth of measures for the protection of workers,
which they regard as too rapid; and many sections of
public opinon are asking whether this or that legisla-
tive provision should not be amended. This develop-
ment should, they consider, at least be temporarily
checked. For the Churches and Christian ocircles
this js no doukt a very complex problem and ons
.which requires their most careful attention, It is
right that Christian coliaboration should prove its
worth in the struggle to maintain the spiritual stand--
ard to which inetitutions and lawa’ bear witness.
The struggle must take place, not only on interna-
tional ground, but also in the various states with
reference to both national and local considerations.

Besides oarrying on the struggle for the actual
principle of social legislation, the acceptance of
which cannot depend on economic ecircumstances,
the International Labour Office has engaged both in
regearch and in practioal sctivity for the reduotion
of unemloyment. It has been estimated that some 60
million persons are at present direetly or indirectly
suffering from the gshortage of work. The Office has
published, under the title * Unemployment Problems
in 1931 ", a collection of the various studies on the
world depression which it undertook in that year;
and it has alzo made it its business to scheduls the
practionl steps suggested as likely to improve the
present state of affairs, This work has been carried
out with oomploteness and precision, but it is
only possible hers to mention certain suggestions by
way of illustration—the organisation of a European
employment exchange and the development of na-
tional and international publie works, including
the building up of a great international network of
roads, the oco-ordination of navigable waterways.
and International distribution of eleciric power.
Undoubtedly, enormous possibilities lie in these
varied directions, as is proved by the simple scheme
to substitute automatio coupling on all the ocon-
tinental European railways for. the present screw
coupling, which still claims so many victims every
year, This alone would provide more than 600,000
men with work for five years. 13 European Govern-
ments have already communicated to the Office
interesting schemes, the execution of whioh, it is
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eatimated, would provide more than 350 miliion days’
'work during the next few years, exolusive of indirect
results such ag the renewed activity of wertain in-
dustries. But every praotical proposition raigses the
voxed question of credits.
oularly in labour: circles, & demand for a more
rational organisation and a reduotion: of hotrs of
‘work ; this has already been put into exeoutior in
poveral countrie® Most of the Churohes and Christian
organisations are engaged in immediate relief work,
but they havs also dedicated part of their efforts to
the problem of how to enlighten publie opinion and
prepare the way for the necessary national and inter-
national decisions, In this connection, the work
of the International Labouvr Office on placing and
production is indispensable to them.

Religious circles have always had the question
of the employment of children at heart; the Stockholm
Congress pronounced itself categorically in favour
of the abolition of child labour--a pronouncement
which is certainly supported by the circumetances
of the moment—and it is no doubt partly for
this reason that Christian organisations were
espoecinlly interested -in the discussions at the
International Labour Conference in June 1931
on the age for the mdmission of children to non-
industrial occupations. The age at which children
may be admitted to work in industry, in agriculture,
and at ses having been settled by international
conventions, an effort is' now being made to probect
the vast numbers who are compelled, all too early,
to go to work before or affer school hours in many
different trades,—commbrce, street trading, theatres,
music halls, circuses and cinema studios—so that
they may earn what in many cases the whole family
urgently needs. In this respect, asin many  others,
the present organisation of society is in contradiction
with iteelf, for children are compelled to attend

school for s certain period and are yet permitted to'|

go to work before they are fit to do so. The Inter-
national Labour Office’s effort to sscure an inter-
national convention in favour of all children is thus
in the fullest sense both Christian and human,

The abolition of fee-charging employment
agencies i8 another subject to which the Office is

giving its attention, The advisability of international |,

prohibition is suggested by the fact that the national
and local reguiations now in force are recognised, as
.insufficient. Notwithstanding the severity of the
regulations in force in some countries, abuses have
not disappeared. Among the commonest are said to
be the exaotion of exorbitant fees, charging of fees
where no egervice is rendered, collusion with foremen
to secure & rapid turnover, the obligations laid upon
applicants for employment to buy clothes or other
artioles, or to accept board and lodging. Mention
is also made of the sending, either intentionally or
by oarelessness, of women, and particularly domestic
servants, dsncers and other artists, to places of
ill-repute ; and the participation, wittingly or un-
wittingly, in traffic in women, Lastly, these
agenocies sometimes supply blacklegs during industrial
disputes, or induce workers to leave their employment
on various pretences, But whether of a moral or a
material .order, the official report concludes, abuses
occasioned by feo-cherging employment agencies find
no justification, Yo realise how inhuman the agenocies
are for the workers, it must be remembered that they
come inte play when their clients are out of work, i.e.
at the very time whenthey are most in need of help and
least able to look after themselves. It is the persis.
téence of fraudulent practices, defying even the

Further, there is, parti- |

soverest laws, that hes led many Governments to
eonsider the abolition of fee-charging employment’
agenoies as the sole means of stamping out abuses
once and for all,

These, then, sre some of the guestions, both
general and particular, now engaging the attention
9f the International Labour Office, or requiring its
immediate action; and of conoern to the Churches
and Christian institutions in virtne of the prinoiple
of social solidarity and responsibility that all of them
proclaim and some of them endeavour to put into
practice,

- GEORGES THELIN,

SHORT NOTICES.

EUGENICS AND BIRTH CONTROL. By

MERCIA HEYNES-Wo0OD. (The Times Publishing

Co. Lahore.) 1931, 24em. 119p. Rs, 3.
THE author has certainly made out a strong case for
birth control on medicsl groundsand for economio
reasons, but has howaver miserably failed to refute
the arguments of those who are against it on grounds
of morality. We are of opinion that strict morality
is absolutely essentisl for the welfare of Bsociety
and anything likely to undermine it must be pena-
lised. The publication of obscene litertaure is an
offence on that ground and no other; and so long as
sex-worshippers cannot squarely fit their arguments to
the moral foundations of society, their efforts cannot
commend themselves to those who prize morality
higher than sexual happiness.

V.M. BHAT,

FACTORSINNATIONALRECONSTRUCTION.
By N. 8. NILAKANTA AIYAR. {The Author
Idigarai, Coimbatore.) 19cm. 94p.

THE suthor has attempted to compress within the

compass of a small book a host of items bearing on

the subjeot and has filled the work with quotations

g0 numerous that they hinder rather than help the

reader to catch the author’s own arguments.
SEVANANDA.
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