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Bombay Franchise Committee’s Recommenda=
tions.

THE recommendations of the Bombay Franochise
Committee are sure to strike any unprejudiced obser-
var as not being sufficiently progressive. The Fran-
chise Committee of the R. T.C. has laid downl0 and
25 per cent. as the minimum and maxitnum limits for
the extension of the franchise. In the course of dis-
cussion in the Committee the fear was fresly express-
ed by non-officials that in the conditions in whioch
the Indian constitution was being hammered out the
minimum comes somehow to be looked upon as the
maximum, The preseribed maximum is either not heard
of, at all or, if heard of, is mentioned only as something
whioh I8 not a matier of practical polities. In epite of
such clear warningsthe Bombay Franchise Committee
has refused to go beyond the minimum of 10 percent.|
On the question of the desirability of s second chamber
forthe Bombay Presidency the Committes has clearly
failed to reflect public opinion. By 8 votes to 4 the
Committee has recommended the establishment of an
upper house, the powers of which would be analogous
%o those of the Counoil of State. Lest publio opinion
should find this too bitter a pill, it is obligingly
assured that the province would be expected to put up
with a bi-oameral legislature “for the first few years

"at least.” One wonders if ex®n this limitation which |-

By Otio Rothfiald. 92

is vague and indefinite on the life of the sesond
chamber would reconcile public ' opinion to its
oreation in this presidency. Does the Committee
seriously believe that this body, once it is brought
into existence, can be easily made to cease to exist?
The vested interests it will bring into being may be
$rusted to put up a tough fight againat its abolition.
The Committee should have enough worldly wisdom
to see that it is as easy to creafe such an institution
ag it is difficult to abolish it. In passing it may be
pointed out that even the Bombay Government which
like all bureaucratic Governments cannct be
suspected of holding any very revolutionary views
does not regard a second chamber for this province
necessary. The iocal Franchise Committee’s sugges-
tion in this behalf seems to be based on considera-
tions of caution bordering upon reactionaryism. It
is not intended to examina hers all the recommenda-
tions made by the Committes. But the two that
sre referred to by way of sample should be enough
to show the unprogressive spirit in which it has

discharged its onerous task.
» »* »

C. P.'S Excise Policy.

THE public dissatisfaction with the C, P. Excise
minister's administration recently found vent in the
course of the disocussion over a vote of censure
moved against him in the budget 4ession of the legi-
slative Council. The general complaint against him
was that though the province was committed to total
prohibition to be reached inten years, the minister
was if at all doing very little to facilitate the attain-
ment of the goal. The minister for his part pointed out
with the aid of statistics how the consumption of
liqguor was coneistently going down. The pace of pro-
gress towards the goal, he contended, was faster than
was noeded by the requirements of the decennial
limit. The point in the non-official complaint seemed
to be whether this advance was really dueto any
action taken by the minijster or was brought about
by such extraneous causes as the vigorous anti-drink
propagands oarried on by the Congress and general
economie depression. To this the minister could
return no satisfactory answer. All the same the
censure motion was defeated and the minister stood
vindicated.

Our purpose in referring to this matter is really
to draw attention to the manageable dimensions of the
prohibition problem in that province. Aocording to
the Finanoce Secretary, the excige revenue of the pro-
vince had fallen from Rs, 156 lakhe & few yoars ago
to Rs. 67 lakhs in the present year and was expected
to go down still further to Rs. 63 lakhs next year. If
wo wera to take the revenus from oouniry hqugr
separately, we find that it was nearly Rs. 64 lakhs in
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1929 and Went down to about Rs. 4934 lakhs the next
year. In1931it wasreduced by as much as Rs. 22 Jakhs
and stood at a little over Rs, 27 lakhs { ‘while during
1932 only about Rs, 2434 lakhs are ‘expected to be
realised from country liquor. It will thus be seen
that all that the province has to do in order to attain
the goal of prohibition is tofitd alternative sources of
roevenue which would eventually yield a maximum of
Rs.63 1akhs in order to fill the gap that may becreated
by the dis appearance of the excise revenue. This
aspect of the matter seems to have recently received
some attention in the province; but the minister's
complaint was about the want of co-operation from
non-officials. It really seems a pity that the non-
officials should not have yet realised what is only too
obviong that "if they are keen upon this reform they
havé got to pay for it in order to make it possible.
* * *

Punjab’s Budget.

IN one respect at any rate the Finance Member
of the Punjab Government proved more responsive
to non-official criticism than the non-official members
had bargained for. It seems there was some stray
-eriticism by non-official members about the too detail«
ed nature of the budget presented every year to the
council, This kind of eomplaint was by no means
general; but was made during the last two years by
only two members. Ordinsarily the Finance Member
would have taken no notice of a grievance so casually
ventilated; but in respect of this complgint he seems
to have made up his mind to teach the Legislative
Counocil a lesson. Thus when this year's budget
wag presented to the Counecil it was presented
in a considerably reduced fdrm. This could
obviously notba done except at the cost of much
detailed information which non-official members
highly value. Indeed they badly need the details in
order to enable them to move reductions in some
items of grants, which consequently they found them-
selves unable to do this year, without going too much

out of the way in search of the required information,

The inconvenience casused to non-official members
was too sericus to be quietly overlooked. On the
matter being raised in the couneil, it was officially
pointed out that the form in which the budget

was to be presented to the Council was, under.

the rules, a matter for the discretion of the
Finance Member.* This defence showed an imper-
fect appreciation of the spirit of the runle on the
point. For thoughthe rule leaves it to the Finance
Member to decide the form of the budget, it also
requires him to do this in & manner * best fitted for
its consideration by the Council. ” The novel form
given to the budget this year, instead of facililating
its consideration by the Council, actuslly made it
oxtremely difficult. Even supposing that the Finance
Member's interpretation of the rule was correct, he
should not have so light-heartedly broken a well
established practice which oconduced to general
convenience. The saving in printing expenses which
was oited as an argument in favour of the smaller gize
of this year's budget must have been too insignificant
to set against the inconvenience and dislocation of
public business ocoasioned by it. In spite of the
Finance Member's queer behaviour, the Counocil did
well in acting reasonably and proceeding with the
consideration of the budget, thus avoiding the
psstponement of its passage beyond March, which
would have invalidated it but which nonetheless
seemed af one st:s%e to find general favour in view of
o,

the extraordinary behaviour of the Finance Member.
* * »

Court’s Decisions on Railwaymen’s Complaints,

THE report of the Court of Inquiry into the
pointe of difference between the Railway Board and

the Railwaymen's Federation about retrenchment
measures was recontly published. Whethker the Court's
findings will give eatisfaction o0 the Federation or
not, there can hardly be any doubt that it has dischar-
god its difficult task in an impartial spirit. It would
doubtless have done well ta be a little more outspoken
in certain respects, To take an f!lustration. One of the
points upon which its verdiot was scught was whethep
in the retrenchment measures already carried out
there was any victimisation or favouritism. Alflter
trying to define these two terms, the Court refers to
the difficulties in the way of expreasing any clear-
cut opinion onthe point, but at the same time appends a
list of persons whom it recommends for reinstatement.
This action on its part is likely to be generally inter
preted as an indication of its unexpressed belief that
the measures of retrenchment involved injustice to
some workers on either of these grounds. Its dacisions
on'mast points referred to it for consideration give one
the impression that the measures for cutting down
Railway expenditure strike the Court as on the whole
unobjectionable. It goes without saying that the
Railwaymen’s Foderation will continue to take &
different view of the Railway Board's action designed

‘to reduce expenditure.

For cur part we naturally attach greater im-
portance to the Court’s recommendations in so far as
they relate to the future thanto what has happened
so far, though we are by no means without sympathy
with the railwaymen in the hardships that are being
suffered by them as a result of the Board’s retrench-
ment measures. When occasions for retrenchment on
a large scale arise in future, it is the Court’s sugges-
tion that the orders on the subject should beforehand
have seoured the approval of a Committee, to be form~
ed in each railway administration. Indeed the Court
would like -these Committees themselves to be en-
trusted with the preparation of the necessary instruc-
tions to be passed onto administrative officers charged
with the duty ef carrying out retrenchment measures,
workmen’s unions being given an opportunity to
make suitable representations to the Committee I:Ea-
fore it passes final orders. If any workman feels dis-
gatisfied with any retrenchment measures, he would
bave the right to come before the Committee in ap-
peal, when both parties would be allowed to represent
their respactive view-points. The Court also recome-
mends that in any future measures of economy the
guiding consideration should be the period of service
rather than the worker’s compatency or efficiency,
those who haveput in short serviee being marked out
for discharge. these recommendations are given
effect to, there appears to be no reason why any re-
trenchment measures the Railway Board may be
compelled to take in the future need cause any heart-
burnings amongst rail way workers.

* * *
Indian Christian Support for Joint Electorates.

SEVERAL prominent Indian Christians in U, P.
have issued a statement deoclaring their whole-hearted
adhesion to joint electorates under the new constitu«
tion. They are convinced that communal represenia~-
tion will not carry them towards responsible govern-
ment. Further, they say:~ .

“Our faith in joint electorates isso strong.and
thorough-going that even if the other minority com-
munities demand separate electorates, weas Christians
ghall stand by joint electorates. We balieve that it
ie our Christian duty to place national unity and
national advancement before communal advantages.”

If, however, joint electorates are absolutely im-
possible under the present circumstances, they express
their readiness to accept them with reservation of
seats, as & temporary measure.
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THE PRINCES RAMP.

HERE was a sudden outburst last week in many
quarters against what they would describe as the
Princes’ ramp in the federal- scheme that was

under discussien st the R.T.C. At the Conference itself
this voice was rather feeble, and seemed even foebler
"than it actuslly was because the Congress, for all its
tal] talk about democracy (“ unqualified democra-
cy " was, we believae, the phrase used by the Maha-
tma), gave unreserved and somewhat ostentatious
support to princely autocracy. The Government took
fuli advantage of the backing the federal scheme re-
ceived from Gandhiji in so far as it affected the
Princes. But for the Congress’s acquiescence in the
proposed nomination of the States’ representatives in
the federal legislature, first the Sankey Committee
and later the Premier and the Viceroy would not
have regarded this ss an * accepted ” festure of the
foderal scheme, in spite of the warm opposition it
evoked in the Commiites from some of its members,
The general complaint is that the Government did not
give to the voice of the solitary representative of the
Congress the overwhelming weight that is due to it.
That may be so, but it is also true that when it suited
the Government it was quite willing to attach an
inflated importance to Mahatma Gandhi's utterances,
For it could not have been unaware of the fact that
the country as a whole or even the Congress as a
body does not share Mahatma Gandhi’s weakness for
the rulers of Indian States. There was not a single
leading Congressman who before Gandhiji left for
England had expressed or even hinted at the views to
which Gandhiji gave voice at the Conference, Nor was
there a single leading Congress journal which did so.
-In faot Gandhiji himself was known to have spoken in
a different strain before. At that time the voice of the
Mahatma and of the Congress wag to the Government
of no consequence. But when it suddenly began to
speak differently at the Conference, the Government
was quick to recognise in it the nation's voice and
said that, the nation having accepted the Princes’ nomi-
nation, it was no longer an open question which could
be discussed at the Consultative Committee. Fancy,
it was left to Sir Parashurama Patro to deolare in an
interview after the Committee’s mestings were over
that this question as well ag several others was one on
which a decision bad yet to be taken, There is no
doubt to our mind that if publio opinion has an
orportunity of expressing itself it will doso inan
ever increasing volume against the nomination idea
though, in doing so, it will have to oppuse both the
Gevernment and the Mahatma together !

The present spurt of oppeeition is & very good in-
dication of it, Sir Kurma Reddy, who was till the
cther day the Government of India's Agent in South
Africa, was impelled o express his implacable
bostility to a federation dominated by thae Princes.
As President of a meeting in Madras held on
the 11th inst, hesaid: “They were launching on
a new experiment for which there was no parallel in

the history of mankind. They wera asking for a fede-
xation of a number of Indian States where autocras

tic ruleé prevailed and provinces in which representa
tive Institutions were existing.” We donot sup-
pose that Sir Kurma meant that federation should
ba held wup till the “ autoeratic rule ™ of the
Princes converted itself into donstitutional rule, That
would not be a practical proposition. But to ask
thai these rulers, whatever the character of their ruls
in their own States may be, shall as units of a demo-
cratic federation agree to adopt constitutional
practices is not to make an unreasonable demand,
This limited demand too was not put forward by the

. Mahatma because, as Mr. Joshi shrewdly observed in

the Legislative’ Assembly on the 12th inst, *the
British Government'’s assertion that there could be
no central responsibility unless the States joired the
federation emboldened the States to diclate terms. ™
Even 8ir, C. P. Ramaswami Iyer, who is now sitting
on the Congultative Cotnmittce more as & representa-
tive of the States than of British India, folt compelled
to challenge this assertionBut Mahatms Gandhi, in
gpite of the clear proof to the contrary affordad by the
Government of India dispatch, accepted it, and, doing
80, he was inevitably led by the logic of facts to sub-
mif to the Princes’ dictation, as Mr, Joshi puts, if, Sir
Kurma Reddy does not believe that federation is an
antecedent condition of centrsl respongibility, and
therefore he will not have federation at sll costs

Referring to the opposition of H. H. the Jamsaheb
{ whose accession to Chancellorship may, however,
lead to a varistion in his aftitude ) and other Kathia-
wad Princes, Sir Kurma said that owing to it perhaps
the federation might break, but he for his part would

“nof be sorry on that account. This is a remarkable

statement ; rather than have a federation with States

.whose rulers insist upon importing their autocracy

into British India, he would have no federation
at all.

Egually remarkable was the speeoh made by Sir
Abdur Rahim in the Legislative Assembly in the-
debate on the supply for the Executive Council. He
too was downright in his opposition to nomination.
He said: " There were fundamental differences in
the institutions and mentality of the peopla in British
India and the states. There was no political life
whatever, not even an independent newspaper, in
Indian states.” "Could any one deny,” hé asked,
“ that the Indian States” representatives would
act in the legislature as the Indian Princes, through
the Political Department’s influence, would want
them to act? That would create the same offical bloc
as existed at present. " * In fact ,” he continued, “we
will be worse off than to-day because now af least we
know these gentlemen opposite. They are with us in

. British Indie.”” He also opposed the weightage proposed

and, asthe Sankey Committee and the Governmentno
doubt think, decided to be givento the Princes. With
one-third reserved to the States and with one-third to
the Mahomedans, the Hindus--s majority ecom-
munity—would be left with a share in the remaining
one-third, which Sir Abdur said would be a * ridi
oulous” ratio, It is the fashion amorg Hindu politi-
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cians to look upon themselves as the only people who
have a wide outlook and who care for democracy and
to represent the Mahomedans as caring only for their
particular interests. Here we have a Mahomedan
politician in the front rank who takee exception to
the faderal scheme because.it would be unjust to the
Hindas and fatal to dgmocracy, whereas the Hindu
democrats, even unqualified democrats, at tha,
swallow a scheme which wrongs at once their own
section and the whole community. Similarly, it was
reserved for certain other Mahomedans and Hindus
who are popularly supposed not to be of a sufficiently
go-ahead character in politics to point out &t the
Federal Structure Committee that the federal scheme
evolved by it would, instead of making an advance
in popular government, result in a definite setback.

But recently indications are not wanting that
Congress leaders are not too easy in their mind as
to the line that the Mahatma took at the R.T.C. For
a time it looked as if they were quite willing to abjure
their political principles and put away their eagerness
for democracy so far as the States were concerned.
They were stunned by the Mahatma’s doings at the
Conference on this question, but they felt at the time
that they must not queer the pitch for him by adopt-
ing a'different course in public. But now that the
Conference has failed snyhow, they do not feel the
game obligation to keep in with him on this question.
For the moment they are not interested in the consti-
tutional issue at all ; they have no occasion therefore
to make known their point of view. But there is no
doubt that that is their view ; and if proof of this is
desired it may be found in the pages of journals which
generally follow the Congress lead. Take for instance
the current number of the Modern Review, in which
the editor in asigned article shows deep concern for
the nomination of the States’ representatives. He says:
“aAg the States” representatives are proposed to
be nominated or eelected by their rulers, they would
carry out the behests of. the latter, but not the mand-
ates of the people of the States, As mccording to the
declaration of the Premier on January 19,1931, in
regard to all matters ceded by the Princes to the
federation their relations will be with the British
Crown acting through the agency of the Viceroy, the
Princes will, as at present, be under the necessity of
keeping the supreme British-Indian executive in good
humour. Hence the votes of the States® representatives
will be at the disposal of the Government of India,
whenever the latter may stand in need of them, There
would also generally be a natural tendency on the
part of the Princes’ nominees to side with the Bri-*
tish-Indian Government, as both are anti-demooratic.”
It is true that these journals would like to
throw the whole blame for the Princes’ nomination
upon the British Government and to make it appear
that the Mahatma was mnot implicated in it in
any way. The Modern Rewview itself points to the
utter absence of the word election in the Sankey Co-
mmittee's Reporé with reference to the States but
passes over the significant fact that this word is

equally absent in Mahatma Gandhi’s speech. But
this phase will pass away in course of time and the

Congrese leaders will probably apportion the blame
more justly hereafier. Anyhow we mre not cone
cgrned with personalities but principles ; and we
feel confident that the Congress, when it will take
up the question again as it must some day, will
follow a different policy from that of the Mahatma,
At any rate it will no longer be possible, after the
speeches of Sir Abdur Rahim, Sir Kurma Reddy, ote.,
to pretend that the opposition to the Princes’ Ramp
comes only from an obscure person or two or from an
insignificant journal or two.

Deviews,

ASIATIC POPULATION PROBLEM.

ASIA'S . TEEMING MILLIONS: AND ITS
PROBLEMS FOR THE WEST. By ETIENNE
DENNERY. {Cape) 1931. 21om, 243p. 10/6.

WE cordially commend to our readers this work
by a young Frenchman who travelled extensively
throughout our continent before writing it. Itisa
comparatively slendor volume and no elsborate
marshalling of the statistical material will be found
within its pages. Yel it ig one of the most suggestive
books on the Asiatio problem that we have come
across. The author has made an earnest attempt to
get Yehind the figures at the realities and has in a
Iarge measure succeeded in doing so.

The three parts of the book are respectively
aliotted to the study of the problem in Japan, in
China and in India, In Japan the over-population has
become very acute for some decades past and the cutt-
ing up of therice filds and the severity of middle class
unemployment are every day on the increases. The
fundamental sirilarity of the problem in all Asiatic
countries is well brought out by the deseription of the
Japanese 'middle class unemployment which applies
in every detail to the conditions prevailing in India.
The Chinese problem is pregented in the work chiefly
in relation to the peasant migration to Manchuria
and the migrabion,of traders and artisans o French
Indo-China and the Malay States. The reluctance
of the Japanese to emigrate is seen in sharp cootrast
to the ease with which the Chinaman wanders away
from his native land. This has resulted in Manchuria
becoming virtually a Chinese colony even while the
political and economic influencs of Japan has been
predominant in that tract. A peouliarly diffcult inter-
national problem has thus arisen. The Indian migra-
tion studied in the book is the emigration of labour
from South India to Ceylon, the Malsy States, etc.
In the case of India—as is other cases also—the
study can certainly not be called either exhaustive
or all—sided, The dats for believing India to be
overpopulated is not brought together, neither are the
conditions in tracts otherthanthe Madras Presidency
described or discussed. Yet even herse the chief points
are well made., The outstanding features of the pro-
blem are the same for all the three Asiatic
countries, Continued sub-division of rural holdings
and increasing unemployment; high birth rates and
high death rates; an exiremely limited scope for
internal expansion and the acute need felt for an
outlet; the existence of the colour bar; the dominance
of the whites and the resulting feeling of acute racial
hostility : all thase are present in Japan, in China
and in India. The population problem indeed over-
shadows everything else in our counfries and its
magnitude is such and the grip of the whites on the
world so strong that the contemplation of the situa-

"tion reduces one almost to a feeling of helplessness,
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"No serious student of the problem is, we believe, [

"likely to disagree with M. Dennery’s conclus ion
“that its large numbers are mo source of strength but
.are actually a cause of weakness for Asia. .

D. R. GADGIL,

TWO ECONOMISTS' WRITINGS.

~ECONOMIC ESSAYS AND ADDRESSES. By
A, C. PigoU & DENNIS H, RoBERTSON. (P. S.
King & Sons. )

THIS is a reprint in book form of the many articles -

.and addresses from the pen of those distinguished
writers who have maintained the reputation of Cam-
bridge a8 a centre of economic study in its theorsetical
aspects, The tradition of Marshall has been very
.ably kept up by Professor Pigou, and Professor
.Robertson comes a close second. To the professional

economist both the writers are well known, not only |

a8 acute thinkers but as frequent contributors to the

columus of the £economic Journal. But it is perhaps
‘necessary that & wider publie must know that these
-economic thinkers are not merely barren professionals
-but In their own way architects of tne economic
-structure of the present and the immediate future.

Professor Pigou's excursions into mathematical
snalysis may not interest the general reader but are
of real value to the student of economic theory. But
his essays on “The Function of Economic Analysis”,

““Limiting Factors in Wage Rates”, and “Stabilisation
in Particular Industries” are of interest to the average
man inferested in business and life. In his first essay

- Prof, Pigon tells us that “if economio analysis must
render the full service it is oapable of in helping to
guide practice, we need more than the education of
statesmen or the provision of an economic general
staff. Woe need also that the main body of the people
shall have some training in economics—sufficient
training at least to peroeive that they do not possess

~complete training.”

"Euomzmios cannot render its full service” says
the writer, “perhaps not at all, certainly not without
-an enormous time lag—unless the nature of the subject
matter is understood not only by the expert colleagues
but also in some measure by the general body of
-aducated men,” Wae agree.

Professor Pigou, in spite of his flair for @ priors
resdoning 18 yet a reslist in economics. He has
his eyes always on the possibilities of improv-
‘Ing economio life. The professional economist
knows the wonderful work that Prof. Pigou has
done by his “Economics of Walfare” In his
éssay on wage rates he has a good word to say
sbout “profit-sharing” and “labour oo-partnership”
schemes and opines that in labour oo-partnership
& way is provided for the saving of the "‘unused
powers * of men in humble oircumstances. Prof. Pigou
1s anxious that the dootrine of living wage ought not
to be pressed but suggests that it would be batter, if
nead. l?o, tP spend from public funds to ensure “living
conditions™. . He would ask the State to build up
-human oapital—to educate and feed children in the
Plastio period of their lives, to combat disesse and
oure sickness. The most hardened socialist cannot
“suggest anything more constructive.

In his eesay on“Stabilisation,” he examines price
stabilisation and production stabilisation and indicates
how far a public authority could confer a benefit on
soolety “by puchasing for stook from producers in
times of low demand, and seiling it to $he public in
times of better demand—in so far as the state can
carry this activity somewhat bsyond the point where

;:;\tc‘l'i.tions of profit taken by themelves would oy a

1
From the heavy -snd ponderous analvsis: of
Professor Pigou it is refreshing to twrn to Professor
Robertson, He takes up for discussion questions of
banking and currency policy and bis style is quite
attractive. It is impossible for the reviewer toanalyse
in detail each of the papers of Professor Roberison,
but it is enough to eay that the author has maintained
the interest of the reader right .through his papers.
Mr. Robertson’s eriticism of banking policy in
England in his paper on “The World Slump” is in-
structive. Ssys he: “On the question of the entan-
glement of banking with industry, I ‘must confine
myself to urging the relovance of two propositions :
{1} On the face of it the question of the proper
charadter of banking assets is not one which ecan be
settled in vacuo for all time independent of the state
of industry, and of the phase that has been re-
ached in ‘what uged to be ecalled the irade oyele:
(2) The argument that because a bank’s deposits
ure obligations at demand or short notics its assats
must be lignid seems to rest partly on the obsolete
conception of the methed by which—if so inclined—
proceads to withéraw savings from the banks.”

Prof, Robertson suggests that industrial -depres-
sion may be due to the temporary gluttabillity of
large groups of particular human wants. But this
analysis seems to- require further elucidation from
the point of view of consumer’s capacity to pay as
well as from that of his desires, )

Prof. Robertson rightly protests against the
doctrine that it is the duty of the banking
systemn to respond passively to the "“needs of trade”
and fears that it might become a potent instrumens
of inflation and of oppression to the consumer.

In his essay on “World Finance" Prof, Robertson -
again tackles the banking problem and tells us tha
“the more responsive Fiaance shows herself to the
needs of trade, the less she tries to assume control and
rule the roost, the more certain she i to fail in her
other task of providing a means of payment which
is relinble and gteady in its value, snd the more
responsible she becomes for the damaging alternation
of inflation and deflation, of trade boom &nd
trade slump.”

Oneis inclined to seympathise with Professor
Robertson’s aualysis of the problems of world
finance when he says: “So far as I can see, there are
only two possible lines of escape. One is to cure
ourselves of tha thirst for rapid material progress
and to concentrate or redistributing, in some more
equitable way, the aggregate leisure which our
present command over natura puts at our disposal.
The other alternative isto try to control the process
of investment.” Will FEurope learn from Iudia?
Mr. Gandhi seems to fit into Professor Robertson’s
picture at least as part prophet for the reconstruc-
tion of the world,

The essaye and addresses of these two writers
who are both seasoned economists on many ques-
tions of the day which are of sach vital interesk

" are bonnd to repay close study by any social thinker
%nd the publishers have done a valuable sérvice to the

student of economic life by bringing together in book

form their different papers.
8. V. AYYAR,

| INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL LEGISLATION,

GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL LEGIS-
LATION WiTH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE. By
F. ROBERTS, (Gee & Co., London.) 1931. 22cm.
318p. 10/6. -

SOCIAL workers in this country, particularly trade

union leaders, welfare workers and secretaries of
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trusts instituted for charitable purposes, have been
-seriously handioapped by the absence of a handy
“publication which would render available to them in
easy compass the legal knowledzes on certain aspects
of their work =0 necessary to them for the efficient
discharge of their duties. True, there are at present
in the market a large number of legal publications
that effectively cover the ground ; but social workers,
~excepf in cases where they happen to be Jawyers also,
.have rarely either the requisite legal knowledge or
.the leisure to understand and make full use of such
technical publications. The book under review
which ouilines social, industrial and, to & limited
extent, commercial legisiation affecting the publicin’
general, not from the point of view of the legal ex-
pert, but from the strictly utilitarian view-point of
the 1ayman, fully caters to this need.

The publication breaks new and useful ground
in its well documented chapters on Trade Unions and
'Frade Disputes, Co-partnership, Kmployers’ Lisbility
and Workmen's Compensation, National Health In-
surance, Unemploy ment Insurance, the Pensions Acts
and Factoriee and Workshops. As the trade union
movement in the country is still in its infancy, it is
no matter for surprise that the generality of our trade
union leaders, particularly those drawn from the rank
and file, are not fully, or even fo a satisfactory extent,
acquainted with the legal and often highly technical
agpects of the problems which they have to handle in
the course of their every day work. For instance,
of how many of our trade union leaders can even a
satisfactory working knowledge be predicated of the
laws and rules governing such subjects as strikes
and lock-outs, picketing and prevention of intimida-
tiop, arbitration and conciliation, the appointment
of conciliation boards and industrial courts, accident
compensation, contributory negligence and common
employment, industrial diseases and malingering,
and a host of other matters connected with the many-
sided activities of trade unions ? Then, again, is not
the whole field of social insurance — the different
national systems of health and unemployment in-
surance snd the practical detsils abont the collection
of contributions, the basis of levy, the methods of
payment, and the various kinds of benefifs conferred
—geoneral, medical, sickness and disablement, and
maternity benefits—practically unexplored and
unmapped country as far as the average socisl
worker in this country is concermed? Yet, in
view of the phenomenal development during the
iast decade of trade union activity in Indis and
the increesing sphere of influencs of our trade unions,
adequate knowledge on these subjects is essential tothe
growing numbers of our social workers whose work is
intimately connected with industrial development.
To such Mr. Roberts’ book can be confidently recom-
mended as & handy and useful book of reference, The
value of the book is lessened to Indian users to some
extent by the fact that it ia concerned solely with the
law and practice in Grest Britain with regard to these
subjects, Fortunstely, this doeg not detract much
from its practioal value as social legislation in this |
country is modelled largely on British precedents
and, as despite marked disparities in environmental
conditions, there is still a great desl of common
ground between the course of industrial development
in Great Britain and Indis.

. The book is, however, something more than s
handy manual for trade union leaders, . The chapters
on Agents and Agency, Trustees and Trust Property
and Local Government contain valuable information
for local government and bank officers, aceountants,
trustees and social workers of all kinds, as also for
‘students appearing for professional and commercinl
diplomas. In particular, the glossary of commercial
germs, the specimen questions set at recent examina-

tions and the select, but eminently nseful, bibliogra-
pbhy appended to the book serve to enbance it useful~
ness to readers who are new to the subject of sociak
legisiation.

K E. MAITHEW.

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS.

PROBLEMS OF WORLD ECONOMY. By V. G.
KaLE. [Sir William Meyer Lectures, 1931}
(Uhiversity of Madras.) 1931, 250m. 163p. Rs. 2.

As the author agserts, there is a tendenoy on the part

of some German writers to divide Economics into in-

dividual economy, nationsl economy, world economy
and state economy. The propriety of this division
may be disputed bub it is fair to admit that mome
specialized study of international economie relations.
is increasingly necessary on account of our growing
interdependence upon one another. The universal
depression, that we are now face to face with, is not-
of the periodic type but is directly traceable to the
effects of the Great War. The author gives a detailed
treatiment of the nature, thescope and the effects of
crises in general and shows how the present depression
embraces within its sphere all countries alike— rich
as well as poor, manufacturing as well asagricultural.

For this particalar resson, it requires special diagno-

sis and treatment,

The discussion of crises prepares the ground for
a closer study of ‘World Economy.’ This is both
useful and indispensable in view of the disconcerting
complexzity of modern economic life, Inthis connec-
tion, Professor Kale rightly vefers tothe World Eco--
nomic Conferenece of 1927. External obligations
arising out of the Great War havea great internation-
al significance. The War slso set in motion certain
tendencies towards industrislization which were
apparent long before 1913 in some countries. The
World Economic Conference was wuseful inasmuch
as it brought into prominence the questions of the .
wholesale economic reconstruction of Europe, of the-
rationalization of agriculture, commerce and industry, .
of the legitimate claims of labour and of the reduc-
tion of tariffs. The author summarises some of the-
valuable discussions and proceeds ultimately to the
question of reparations and inter-allied debfs, to the
control of trade by cartels, to the problem of ume
employment and to the mal.distribution of gold in
the various countries of the world.

The ‘treatment of the subject-matter of Wo_rld
Economy is scholarly and displays extensive
study on the part of Prof, Kale. He is refreshingly
plain in some of his remarks and even tries to exa-
mine, though only by the way, the reactions of the
present depression upon our country.

A. MUKHTAR.

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF CERISTIANITY.

RELIGION AND .POLITICS. THE SOCIAL
SERVICE LECTURE, 1931. By CHRISTO-
PHER ADDISON. (Epworth Press, London,) 1931,
21om. 24p. 2/6.

DR. ADDISON, the Beckly lacturer for 1931, hasa

claim to be heard with respect because of his distin-

guished position in the public life of England and
also becsuse of his eminent services in the field of
social advancement, The Beckly lecture, delivered
every year, is & Mathodist Church Foundation‘, whose
functions are “to set forth the social implications
of Christianity and to further the development of a
Christian sociology and the expression of the Chris-
tion attitude in reference to socisl, industrial, econo~
mic and international subjects,” Sympathy for human
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needs, though not too widespread, is happily grow-
ing. An uneasy feeling heunis us af the sight of
squalor and suffering of our neighbours, for we fear
" that we may be held responsible by the Great Judge
a8 our brothers’ keepers for this,

What is the message of the Gospel? Is it that
of moral and spiritual regeneration only asheld by
Dean Inge in his Beckly lecture for 1930 or that of
social reform also, as propounded by Dr. Addison?
Christians seem to ba slowly working up to their
sonse of responsibility in realizing the duty enjoin<
ed upon them by the second great command that they
should love their neighbour as themselves,

One of the reasons which quickened the spread of
Fros Churches in England as sgainst the Establiched
Church wsas the sloofniess of the latter from the
people—their problems, sorrows and tears. As it.was
in the time of Hoses, 50 unfortunately it is Iargely
to-day in Indis. The spiritual aristocracy has not
much fn common with the penury of the villggers
and the incessant struggles and discontents that

-characterise the working life of our growing indus-
trial centres. ‘What has the Indian Church done to
.remedy the present order of things under whioh only
one per cent, of the Indian revenues is spent on
public health and 62 p. c. on war services ¥ - The
Indian Labour Commission’s report reveals =a
state of affairs regarding healih, housing and condi-
“tiona of service of the factory worker on which Chri-
stiasn opinion must assert itself. * Religion must
take acoount of these thiugs and countinue to insist
-on redress,” says Dr. Addison, and *if it does not,
it will surely fail to appeal to the people.”™ If
-Christisnity is in that plight to-day in Indis, it is
largely due to the fact that the Church has kept
mum when ita platform should have been thunder-
ing against the opprescion of the all powerful land-
lord, the capitalist, the high caste, the money-lender
and the buresucrat. The Pulpit provides the proper
forum for ventilating the ills from whioh the wesk
suffer. If it fmils in its duty as it has done in the
pasf, the Church will lose whatever respect it com-
mands now, and Russia’s religious history of the
last decade may be repeated here too. In the last
~chapter, Dr, Addison asks if the power of the Church
for good has been adequately measured. If the
Church wers to mobilige its powers, no government
could stand against it. The machinery and organisa-
tion of u;o_dern life and industry affect the lives and
-opportunities of the peopls in so many vital respects
and they are so powerful either to depress or elevate
the standard of life that the isolated individual is
helplesa before them, that the organised forces of
society are looked to more and more for the purpose
of safeguarding the interests -of the individual.
These things are politics and religion cannot sepa-
rate iteslf from them save to its own hurt and to
the hurt of humanity.

Dr. Addison has joined issues repeatedly with

the le.cturer of_the previous year, Dean Inge, in his
reaotionary views, and I have no doubt that the for
mer ropresents the steadily growing Christian public
opinion that it is the function of the Church, handed
down to it from its Lord Christ to insist upon
abetier order of things to prevail where psople
shall have unrestrioted facilities to grow 1o their full
stature, and thus help in fulfilling their Master's
mission—"I have coms that.they might have life and
have it more sbundantly.” The book iss splendid
exposition of the underlying ideas {in the story of
the good samaritan and deserves attention from all
who are labouring to establich the Kingdom of God
on Harth through a redesmed sooiety.

8, P, ANDREWS-DUBE,

CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TOWARDS
THE EAST.

THE GOSPEL FOR ASIA. By KENNETH SAUN-
DERS. (Society for Promoting Christian Know-
edge, London.) 22cm. 245p, 10/6.

THIS is a study of three religions masterpieces: the
Gita, the Lotus and the Fourth Gospel.

The prevailing attitude of the Christianised coun-
tries towards the Kast—and especially India—can be
summed up in the following words given at the begin-
ning of this study —

“ Are East and West impenetrable to one ancther t By
no means ; man is the same everywhere. The interpre-
ters? Go to the sources..., Canwe £nd in the knowl-
edge of the East an entichment of oar oulture ¥ Yes.
In what field—art, Ietters, philosophy ? In all three
What values make the superiority of the West ¥ Christia-
nity. ™ ( Paul Clandell, )

After Dbeing almost companionably fair-minded

and just towards “the East™ throughout, the writer of

the above cannot of course resist the baneful habit.
of ending with a nota of unblushing patronage and

superior assumption. The so-called superiority of

the Wes? may or may not be a product of that mythi--
cal (has it ever existed?) Christianity. Butoertainly

modern. - European—and American—eciviljgstion  hag
had nothing to do with Christ.. Toclaim ‘superiority’

on the values of Christianity tp the West is to lower

the sublime standards of $he avowed founder of the

religion of the Fourth Gospel.

But this is misleading. The whole book breathes
a more tolerant and understanding atmosphere with
regard to the Krishna of the Bhagavat-Gits, to
Sakyamuni, and to the Lotus than we can meet with
even in the most “advanoad and progressive Christian
thought™, and it is unfortunate that the atthor shouid
have found it peces®ary to prefix such a dogmatio
statement of Paul Claudeil's (whoever that is
marring the tone of the book from-the very beginning.

The suthor has with wonderful persistency and
scholarship shown the remarkable likeness between
the ‘three masterpieces of religion. We are almost
tempted to turn s Brshmo Bamajist : but subtly he
turns our vagrant inclinations towerds the “Way,
the Truth and the Life.”. But even here we cannot
help noticing with what grast depth of respect and
gratitnde the writer speaks of the ¢calm repose of the
religion of the Lotus, or the brooding’ Pressnce of the
philosophy of the Gita. Here are passages which
touch the geamut of the whole book =

" We have likened these books to great religious buil -
dings. From the prologue of the Fourth (Fospel it is hard
to pass on, so splendid is thia moble porch of mingled
Greek apd Hebrsw form, with its great threefold doorway.
The worshipper will pass on... will meet with Jew and
Samaritan, Greek enquirer and priestly opponent and find
in their midst Christ, at once their Friend and their Judge
... Thus we are prepared to pass into what may be called
the Holy place of the Temple .. . Like solamn musie are
His disoourse of the vine and its branches, His promise

" of the comforter »..Darkness sesms to triamph, but
light overcomes it ... .These things we miss in a Hinda
shrine. The first impression we get is that of complexity
of shadowy depths. ., Yet it may be that the Hindu is
right in olaiming that kers is a grand reconciliation of
warions moods of the soul. . . and we begin to understand
how it is that a Sankara among philosophers, & Gandh}
among 80oial reformersand even a brigand like Sivaji
can draw their chief inapiration from this source... The

Lotus is sasier for the Western mind to perceive. Every=

one enjoys .. .its lotus ponds... its apaocicus oour.t-
yards ... There is nothing bere to repel ... we are in
serens light . . . compassionate and noble figures.™
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But, however. lifting out of ourselves such beautiful
symbolic studies may be, and however bracing and
intellectuslly refreshing such distinctions, the greaé
question mark still remains: “Whom say ye that
Tam ?” The auther conoludes:

“ What, then, has Christianity to offer? In addition to
ita noble concept of the kingdom of God, and much more
fundamental, is the Person of the Historic Jesns . .. For
in Jesus the Yiove and Purity and Rightecuspess of Ged
are presented in a simpler, more dramatic and more
constraining formm than even in the historic BSakya-
muni. Jesus is the one asset of the Christian Churoh.
Yet he is enough. In a sense whiok is not true of Sakya-
muni, Jesus is His religion. To the great motive ‘for
the kingdom' He adds the greater one ‘for me’, Now, it is
a matter of History that the Buddhist world is not and
has never been, as centred in Sakyamuni as the Chris-
tian world in Jesus.”

Has the Christian world been centred in Christ ?
Then, indeed, Jesus can come to the East with
the Church, otherwise He will have to throw away
all His Western impediments and settle down to His
ministry in Agia in the midst of its Lotus pools and
its humble shrines,
A MADHAVA MENON.

_—— ]
SHORT NOTICES.

THE HISSORY AND ECONOMICS OF TRANS-
PORT. By ADAM W.KIREALDY AND ALFRED
DUDLEY EVANS, . (5th Edn,) (Pitman.) 1931.
22cm.' 455p. 16/~ .

EconoMICs of the Transport, which has come {o be

studied systematically only in recent years, has now

been included in the curriculum for Commerce
degrees in moat of the foreign universities. It has
also been regently included in the curriculum for
the Commerce degree of the Bombay University, The
principal aith of the book has been to treat Economics
of Transport in a scientific way. The book deals
mainly with metbods of Transport, their development,
railway economics, canel economics, .civil aviation
-and economioes of shipping and ocean transport. The
work being elemenisry, the authors have found it
imposible to treat every branch of the subject in detail.
The authors have not avoided controversial points
and have remarkably succeeded in presenting both
pides of every controversy. The utility of the
present edition is considerably enbanced by the
treatment of the problem of civil aviation which is
included init. The progress of eivil aviation since

August 1919 has been phenomenal In spite of the

element of danger inseparable from it, air transport

has been made s successful bussiness preposition.

The author'’s treatment of the subject, though

sketchy, is very enlightening. Though the book has

been written primarily with a view to produce an
elementry text-book for students, it is of interest even
to others.

*

M. E. DREENEY.

LEGENDS OF INDIA. By WASHBURN HOPKINS.

(Yza(l)g University Press, New Haven.) 20cm. 183p.

200, -
THE author, it appears from the list of his works,
is a lover of ancient Indian history. In the present
volume he has dressed up s few well selected Indian
legends in English verse. The style, though slightly
archaic, is chaste and metres are in every instance
suitable to the subject matter. Western readers
interested in Indisn mythical lore will find in this
neat little volume a priceless treasure.

SEVANANDA,

Correspondence,
NEW ELECTORAL CONSTITUENCIES.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

SIR,—I1 have read with much interest my friend,
Mr. Joshi's, firat contribution on “‘Indisn Labour and
the R.T.C.” in your issue of the 4th February..
There are things in it with which I do not agres. " In
particular I cannot agree with his views about the
representation of Native States’ subjects. But 1.
would like to emphasise as strongly as possible for
the attention of all concerned what Mr, Joshi has—
in my: opinion quite correctly—written about the
ideal settlement of the new electoral constituenoies.

“ For the proper solution of economio problems,”
Mr=. Joshi has stated, “ the division of the commu-
nity for the purpose of government and legislation
ought to be on the basis of ocoupation or trade . .. But
unfortunately the idea seems to be too revolutionsry
for the present-day Indian politician ",

Msasy I add that the territorial constituency,
especially the single-member territorial constitu-
ency, is by this time an obsolete anomaly in every
country of the world? It corresponds to nothing
which has reality or actuality left. It represents no
live interest anywhere in India, with ite huge
size, and its vertically and horizontslly divided
population, its different castes, religions and langu-
ages, and its widely-separated occupations and econo-
maie interests, it is even more artificial than in any
other country that¢ I know. No legislatures based
on such constituencies can ever succeed in giving
India a live and fruitful representation. On the other
hand, constituencies based on oocupation and trade
correspond to the main Iiving interests of mankind.
They have been worked out in detail in the Italian
constitution, and have in Italy proved entirely satis-
factory and effective. In particular they giye the
workers adequate and satisfying representaticn. ere
will be of course be difficulties to be met in introdu-
cing the system into Indis, asthere are always in
everything new. But these diiiiculties are by no
means insurmountable. On the contrary, they will
be found less hard to overcome than those which con-
front any other system. The only true and important
difficulty is tho subjective one to which Mr. Joshi
refers, namely, the Indian politician’s inclination to
view it as ‘“too revolutionary.” I trust, however,
that even at this eleventh hour there may be found
some to recognise and urge the claims of such a system
and converts numerous enough to make its immediate
introduction feasible. Yours, etc.

Q110 ROTHFIELD.

Barcelonsa, Feb, 24,
e ————

BOOKS RECEIVED.

ECONOMIC INVESTIGATIONS IN THE HYDERABAD
STATE, 1929-30, Vo), 1. By S. KESHAVA IYENGAR. {Qovt.
Central Press, Hyderabad, Deccan) 1931, 25om. 173p.
Rs, 5.

CRIME IN INDIA. By Cecil Walsh. {Benn,) 1930. 22om.

2§7p. 10/6.
HISTORY OF INDIAN CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE.

By B. E. DADACEANJL {ind Edn.) Taraporewalls,
Bombay.) 1931. 3lom. 247p. Rs. 3/4,

CHINA IN REVOLT. By S. K. VIDYARTHIL ( Vanguard
Publishing Co., 41 Hanuman Terrace, Bombay 7.) 18om.
S0p. As. 8.
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