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No Danger to Genuine Swadeshi.

. THE correspondence which the Welfars. of India
League and the Western Indig Liperal Association
had with the Bombay Government on the subject of
the adwministration of the Ordinances early last month
and which was recently published seem8 to have
séryed one purpose, Ib gayve the local Government
an opportunity to avow their intemtion to work.
the Ordinances in such & manner that they
would not interfere with the promotion of genuina
swadeshi propaganda or with the freedom of trade
That these were Government's intentions.was olear,
even without such assurances, from the manner in’
which associstions devoting themselves to the popu-
larisation of swadeshi goods and brought into
being after the promulgation of ' the Ordinances
have been allowed to go ahead with their activitics
uninterruptedly. At the same time it is wndeniable
ljhat some offiojal acts had given rise to the misgiving
in the public mind that the Ordinances had placed
under ban even purely economio swadeshi activity.
The looal Government’s assurances conveyed to these
bodies should go a great way in clearing such
misunderstandings. . . ‘

Woe are, however, unable to approve the Bombay
Goveym_nent‘s refusal of the League’s request -for
permission to interview Mahatma Qandhi. in jail.
Beeing that the League is devoted to the pro=
motion of peace in the land, the - Government's
aotion isall the mdre u.nintelliglhle. :
. ke . »

L
-
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Freedom of Trade ? ‘ ’

BUT" the local. Government's promise not o
allow the gdmixistration of ‘the Ordinances fo jnter
fere with the freedom of trade appears to be.some-
what difficult to reconcile with -their attifude towards
merchants observing -hartal, If there Is to be noin-

g erference with the freedom of merchanta to trade

with whomsoever- they like, should they not be equ-
ally unfettered to decide the days on which they
shall B0 engage themselves in business? *Should
they not be allowed full disoretion to open their
shops on which days they find suitable and to elose
them on days on which they do not think their being
kept open would serve any useful purpose?
Should they not he the sole judges of the comparative
merits of their action in regard to keeping their
places of business open or shut, as the case may be,
without any official pressure, wveiled or open?
And yet it is an open seoret that the almost
universal tendency in official circles is teo
regard the closing of their shops by merchants
as necessarily tantamount to belping Congress acfi-
vities, If the Government consider it their duty to
ensure full freedom of trade for merchants, they must
also see that they enjoy completely unrestrioted
choiee in regard to the daya and hours for which they
may work. To secure them in the enjoyment of
freedom in relationto the persons ot bodies with whom
they are to trade and at the same to refuse it to them
in regard to the less important matter about the days
on whioh they may avail themselves of the gd-galled
frepdom of txade is, to"say thé least, to place them in
Bn invidious pogition. In this connection we must
draw attention te a. ‘¢ase recently reported from s
village in Ahmedabad taluka in which two persons
werg, fined Rs. b Tor refusing to supply -milk to s
village, officer, Surely_this is anything but freedom
of &rade. 'We do not see why the poor villager's
thoice ‘of customers for his goods-should have been
thus restrioted, when freedom of trade is the order of
tl}e dﬂy. I . .

S

- » - * »

No Prosecution for._particlpation in hartals.

THE delicate situation in which the Cawnpore
merchants found themselves a8 a result of recent
official attentions andto which reference was made in

"these columns {ast week has at last moved the local

officials to take a more oharitable view of their case,
For we find from a recent netification by the Collec-

‘tor of Cawnpore that he will hereafter not regard the

mere vlosing of shops by merchants as an expression
of sympathy with Congress activities and that.the
olosing of ghops will not be followed by prosecutions,
Unless the Government are satisfied on the strength
of funimpeachable evidence that certain merchants
are- assisting the Congress, it is really wrong
to proceed against them eimply because.they
«chose to refrain from doing business on, a particular
day., 'We have no doubt that this action by the Col-
lector of Cawnpore is in the right direction and that it
will pravent the excdus of merchants, which, but for
this timely aotion, would have resulted in serious
dislocation in the economic life of that city. It is to
be hoped that officials elsewhere will profit by the
experfence of their brother at Cawnpore.
»* * 5
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Need for Inquiry.

APART from lathi charges by the Madras police
which have rightly aroused widespread resentment,
complaints about the ill-treatment of Congress
workers while in police custody pending trial are
also finding occasional expression in the columns of
the Press. One such case is reported from Trichino-
poly where, according-to the statemnent of the Con-
gress worker made in court, the police seam to have
severely caned him and to have otherwise humiliated
him. Inecidents like these, however isolated: go to
aggravate the existing embitberment of public feeling
and ought to be avoided, Maltreatment of some persons
by revenue officials in the Anand taluka in this pre-
sidency because of their refusal to pay land revenue
dues is also believed to have recently taken place.
Harrowing detsils of the incident seem to have
found their way outside the immediate scene of
their occurrence; and if even a fraction of what is
reported be true, those in any way responsible for it
deserve to be severely dealt with, If there are
people who refuse {0 pay land revenne, there are well
defined legal processes that can be set in motion
ngainst themn instesd of their being subjected to
any kind of humiliating treatment or to any
corporal punishment. Such overzesl on the part of
subordinate officers of Government ought to be stop-
ped especially in times like the present. And we
would suggest to the Madras and Bombay Govern-
ments to hold independent unofficial inquiries in re-
gard to the incidents referred to with a view to set
the public mind at ease.

- * »*

Action against the Press in Bombay,

THE last weck has witnessed coercive action
taken by the Bombay- Government against certain
newspapers published in Bombsy. A security of
Rs. 6000 was demanded from the Free Press Journal
while a sscurity of like amount was asked for from
the keeper of another press who has consequently
oonsidered it the part of wisdom to suspend the publi-
oation of the paper which was being issued from his
press, The Bombay Chronicle and the Indian Daily
Mail have been warned against publishing, amongst
other things, the names of persons taking part in or
arrested and convicted in connection with Congress

"activitios, Theresult is that the lstter.journal hag
begun to publish reports of proceedings in eriminal
courts against Congress workers in Bombay with their
names left out but with their full description which
makes their identification a matter of not much
diffioulty at any rate in some cases. While these
two papers sre thus restricted in .regard to the
publication of Congress news, Anglo-Indian and
other journals are not similarly restricted and it is
difficult to see how the names of Congress workers, if
piblished in these two papers, beeome more objection-
able than if they were to appear e. g. in the Times of
Indéa, This is a puzzle'to msny and none buf the
Government is in a position to solve it. One ocan
understand their anxiety to stop publicity for Con-
gresg news, But in this case they must take their
courage in both hands and fssue a similar warning
to all newspapers irrespeciive of their political com-
plexion. Such a course of action will at least have
the merit of being more thorough and logical, though
far more drastic. Their pressnt half-hearted attempts
in this behalf only serve to make them look
ridiculous in public eyes.
* * *

Grievances of the Nizam's Subfects.

THERE is much in the memorial recently submit-
ted by the Hindu subjects of Hydersbad State to the
President of the Executive Qouncil whioh can be

endorsed even by non-communally-minded persons.
The Hindus form over four-fifths of the population
of the State but are not allowed their fair share
of the administrative appointments in the State.
Threre is, we are told, not a single Hindu Collettor
or Commissioner in the whole of the Stale which

is naturally regarded as very galling to their sense of :

pelf-respsct by the Hindu subjects of the Nizam. The
Revenue, Judicial and Police departments, which are
by far the most important departments do not, it is
pointed ouf, contain & due element of Hindu officers.
It is also complained that though religious equality
exists in theory in the State, in practice it is not
equally extended to all communities. Apart from
the fact that the community to which the ruler
belongs is in the nature of circumstances bound to
reccive more or less favoured treatment, there can
be no justification for the way other communities
are reporbed in this memorial to be discriminated
against in the State. But far more than these
demands, we naturally attach great importsnce to
the request for primary education being made com-
pulsory and free throughout the State which is made
in this memorial. The demand that education should
be given through the mother tongue of the pupils con-
cerned is also eminently reasonable, The restrictions
placed by the State upon private enterprise in the
matter of starbing &ducational institutions of which
the - memorial rightly makes a grievance are un-
justifiable from any point of view we can think of.
We hope the time is not far distant when these

restrictions will become a matiter of the past,
* * *

Bombay Merchants’ Nervousness.,

WE must say that the correspondence that
passed between the Indian “Merchants' Chamber and
the Bombay Government regarding the
meeting which the Chamber in common with other
commercial bodies intended to hold in Bombay in
order to pass certain resolutions on the present situs-
tion no way adds to the commercial community's
reputation as strong upholders of their own rights, It
is true that in these days with Ordinance of a sweep-
ing character in force everyone who wishes to do his
duty to the public has to walk warily and with cir-
cumspection ; but the way the Bombay merchants
conducted themselves in this affair must be said to
be indicative of an undue sense of nervousness al-
most bordering on toadyism. The last thing expected
of people who showed the courage of pledging them-
gelves publiely to support the Congress in its pro-
gramme of boycotting foreign eloth was a request

F to the Government to pass a preliminary judgment

on the resolutions they intended to pass at such a
meeting. So far as one can see, there was nothing
in these resolutions which was in any way objection-
able, Infact many non-Congress bodies have passed
gimilar resolutions without drawing any trouble on
thomselves. Instead of proceeding to pass those
regolutions at their contemplated meeting without
the (rovernment being asked to preaudit them as
it were, and taking the conssquences of their action,
which certainly would have been a more manly and
dignified course of conduct on their parr,the merchants
approached Government for an expression of their
views. It is significant that even the Governmeni
did not brand those resolutions as fransgressing the
bounds of law, but gave a friendly hint that the
merohants had better direct an expression of theh
views to other happenings in the city of Bombay
This seems to have effectively extinguished -theb
enthusiasm for a public meeting on the preseni
situation. That is how the merchants have deprivec
themael ves, quite unnecessarily and due solely tothel
OWN Nervousness as may appear to many, of an oppor
tunity to express their views ot the present crisis. .

public’

-
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"PARTICIPATING IN

RITICISMS are still being levelled Vin the press
at thope who in one form or another agree to

participato in the work of the R.T.C.com- |

mittees. Abstention from these committees is urged
for several reasons, some of which at least can be
gummarily dismissed as wholly untenable. One such
is the futility to which everything connected with
the Conference is supposed to be foredoomed. The
gecond seesion of the Conference, it is said, was so
entirely barren of results that neither the committees
which admittedly have no power of decision nor the
third eession of the Conference itself which will
follow.can at all be expected to produce a constitution
which will bs matisfactery even to the handful of
persons who will help in framing it, not o speak of the
many others who ate sullenly keeping aloof. Frankly
reasoning like this does not appeal to us. What
determines for us our line of action ia not certainty
of success in it but possibility of ifs subserving the
national interests. If instead we make the prospects
of eventual success a eriterion of the desirability of
an undertaking, we are apt to make fearful mistakes,
Take Mahatma (Gandhi's own case, He refused to
go into the firsi R. T. C, because he felt that it lacked
the elements of success and laid down certain condi-
tions to be fulfilled by the Govarnment before he and
the Congress would take part, The Government
refused, and then followed & campaign of resistance
and repression the like of which was noft known to
India before. The Conference still met and achieved
results which certainly exceeded the Mahatma's ex-
pectations.
promising that the Mahatma brought the intervening
struggle to an end, laid aside the conditions whioh

had geemed essential to him befors, and agreed to |

enter the Conference just like ordinary co-operators,
The high hopes entertained by him were, however,
not realised ; for the second session did not oarry
matters any farther than the first, On both these
ooccasions the judgment of so discerning a leader as
the Mahatma proved to be at fault. Is there not then
some justification for * co-operatora” to put on one
side the utilitarian considerations which seem to
weigh most with the critios and just pursue the path
of duty ?
‘The considerations which appear to the critics to
forbid “co-operation” are summed up in the following
_bassage in the current number of the Modern
Rewew;—

« It should be clearly borne in mind that the four Com-
mittesa are meroly to provisionally settle some details;
they oathinot even miggest any alterations as regards the
main cutlines decided or left undecided in the first and
mscond R, T. O. Henoe thoss Nationalists who are going
0 partioipate inthe committees may consider, whather

_they think it good for India am & whole that the Pro-
vinoss are to have tha sort of automomy whioh the
Britiash may condercend to grant in their cwn. in-
tereata befors full Central responsibility is aotually given
oF evel statutorily promised a: some definitely mentioned
date ; whethur they think an indefinitely long transition
pariod good for India ; whether they think it would be
really an advanos on the present comstitution to have a

The firast Conference in fact appeared so 1

R.TC. COMMITTEES.

Federal Legislature with practically a stranglehold in
the hands of the Indian States’ ropresentatives and the
tepresentatives of the separatist Moslems, Depressad
Clagsea and othor minority groups; whether during the
-indefinitely long iransition period the reservation of
defenve, foreign affairs, minority intevests, pay and
pensions of higher officers and . publio debt, safeguards
claimed for non-Nationals of the PBritish Empire,
ourrenoy, exchange, tariff, eto., in the hanls of the
Government, would be an advance on the present consti-
tution ; eto. otc.”

Our first answer to such a query would be : all these
defects could have been pointed out in the constitution
framed by the first session of the R. T. C.,, and yet it
did not deter Mahatma Gandhi from taking pert in
the second. No doubt he did so with the objeot of re-
moving the defects, What prompis the “co-opera-
tors” now to co-operate may be the identical desire of
removing the defects, If they fail they will be after
all in the same bost after the third session in which
Mahatma Gandhi was sfter the second. But the
Moderin Review forgets that some of the defacts point-.
ed out-by it as too grave to permit of any kind of par-
ticipation in the Conference were such as evoked no
protest on Mahatma Gandhi’s own part, In an
earlier passage the Modern Review asks “whether it
is consistent with the political principles of nationa-
lists to take part in merely provisionally seitling
the details of an Indian constitution of which the un- -
nationalising separate communal .electorates are to
be a featura,” This question could have been more
appropriately addressed to Mahatma Gandhi before
he joined the second:session of the Conference than it
could be addressed o co-operators like Dr, Moonje at
this stage. For men like Dr. Moonje and Sir Tej Baha-
dur Sapru may perhaps ultimately have to accept com-
munasl electorates under protest. Whether they will
acquiesce in these “unnatipnalising” electorates or
reject them ig not yet known, But it is definitely
known that Mahatma Gandbi was quite willing in
certain circumstances to conceds communal electo-
rates to Mahomedans and certain other demands made

- by them ; e. g. the vesting of residual powers in the

governments of the federating units which is declared
by such a well-informed paper as the Indian Social
Reformer to be a far more objectionable form of com-
munalism than communal electorates. Why blame
co-operating nationalists for what they may do when
those who have actually done it are left soot-free ?
The Modern Review again speaks of the strangle-
hold of the Indisan Princes. To this stranglchold fo
which our contemporary rightly objects Mahatma
(Gandhi is as much a party as Mr. Jayakar
and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru; and indeed, if truth
is to be told, he is more a party than the rest
Sir Tej at any rate implored the Princes to provide
for the election of the States’ represontatives:
Mahatma Gandhi carefully avoided doing so. The
late Sir Mahomed Shafi urged the Princes to make
civil and criminal law a federal subiect ; Mahatms
Gandhi would not do so, Drs. Ambedkar and
Shafa'at Ahmed Khan insisted upon the insertion of
guarantees in the federal constitution for the protec-
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tion of elementary rights of citizenship of the States’
subjects; Mahatma Gandhi with an ostentatious
regard for the interests of the autocratic Princes, de-
clared himself unable to say what these rights shall
be. Not only did Mahatma Gandhi do nothing him-
gelf to release British India from the Princes’ strangle-
hold, he vehemently opposed fthose who made an
attompt in that direction. Everyone recognises the
tremendous difficulty in criticising a popular idol
like the Mahatma ; but surely an organ of public
opinion of the Modern Review's high standard of
*integrity may summon enough courage to assign
blame not where it is popularly given, but where it is
in fact due, Even in respect of other matters like
control over defence, etc, Msahatma Gandhi, by
admitting the need for safeguards and yet by never
taking the trouble to define them, played a somewhat
doubtful, and certainly an unbelpful, part, In any
case what he attempted to do at the second Conference
may well be attempted by others at the third.

The critics are not thus particularly happy in
advanoing the ground of inutility of the R, T, C.
proceedings when counselling non-co-operation. But
they advance another, When civil resistersare inter-
fered with in their activities others, it is said, what-
ever their opinion of the opportuneness or necessity of
those activities, must go out on a sympathetic strike.
This argument has, it must be admitted, considerable
emotional value, It does seem odd that when
almost = convulsionis taking place in the country
any politicians should go on with their normal
work as if nothing out of the way had happened.
It gives reliof to one’s feelings that if one is not
able to stop repression and restore quiet one has at
least made some sacrifice, that one has shown one’s
resentment by refusing to serve on committees on
which one would in ordinary ciroumstanees have
deemed it & privilege to serve, But in this parti-
cular case the oco-operating nationalists feel
that by non-co-operating they would only deprive
themselves of the means of preventing a recurrence
of such events in future, which is possible only if
a self-governing congtitution is obtaimed. Nor is it
the case that even those who ingist upon every group
in the country pursuing & policy of non-co-operation
show utter unconcen at the future of the reforms.
The Modern Review itgelf is full of suggestions as to
what the committees should do and should not do.
For instance, it would have adult franchise establi-
gshed in India and answers objections that may
possibly be urged against it. The Iindu opposes
indirect election by means of the group system as sug-
gested by Lord Zstland, If non-co-operating journals
can without hurt either to their self-respect or to their
political principles offer criticisms and suggestions
outside tha committees, is there any serious objection
to politicians who do not believe ia non-oco-operation
putting forward thess very eriticisms and suggestions
at the committees themselves, so that practiocal effect
may be given to them ? If Mr. Jayakar and Sir Tej
Babadur Sapra, who probably think that the civil
disobedience movameat was at tha moment uncalled

for ani would Injare the bast iaterasts of the coun try,

are yet to desist from making any contribution to the
framing of a constitution, is it not much more in-
cumbent upon journals like the Hindu, the People and
the Modern Review which not only sympathise with
the movement but give it their unreseved support,
to take no interest whatever in constitutional discus-
sions? If Mr. A. Rangaswamy Ivengar can through
the columns of the Hindu express his views on questions
discussed at the R.T.C. committees, would it not have
been more profitable if he had directly taken part in
the work of the committees and shaped their decisions?
If as a non-oooperator he must affect unconcern at the
doings of the R, T. C. committees, would it not be
more seemly if he did not show himself to be terribly
excited in the columns of the Hindu at the wrong turn
events may take at these committees ¥ The People
of Lahore is of the opinion that “in the present
circumstances co-operation cannot achieve anything
and can Jead only to mischief inasmuch as it indir-
ectly becomes co-operation with the Government'’s
present policy of martial-law repression, ” This is
sheer non-sense, but if co-operation in evolving the
constitution is indirect co-operation in repression, the
People itself is guilty of it. For it.too says outside the
committees what e.g. Mr. Joshi would say at the com-
mittees, viz that. “In India adult franchise is absolu-
tely necessary to guard against a Zemindar dictator-
ship and as & cure for communalism, * If Mr, Joshi
must be silenced, cannot the People take a holiday in
enlightening public opinion on constitutional
matters ? It will do just as much good—or evil.

Zevicws.

IMPLICATIONS OF EQUALITY.

EQUALITY. [HALLEY STEWART LECTURES,
1929.] By R. H. TAWNEY. (Allen & Un-.

win,) 1931. 21cm. 303p. 7/6.

PrOF, TAWNEY very forcefully and poignantly
gets forth the meaning and implications of equality
in the civie, economic and religious spheres of life.
The equality required is not equality of capacity or
attainments but of circumstancas, institations and
manner of life. The author admlts that humsan be-
ings are not equally endowed with physical and
intellectual attainments and have evaen diffarent re-
quirements. He, however, emphasises that there is a
common humanity pervading all human existence
which needs to bs given full and equal scop2. In-
equality is born of power and privilege which are
the enemies of individual culture and social amanity
gince they produce callousness in those who sack to
profit by them, ressntmeat in $hose wao do not and
suspicion and contention in both.

Modern soociety is however divided into two
olear-cut classes, the majority who work for wages
but who do not own or diract, and the minority who
order tho material and apparatus of industry aud
detormine industrial organisation and policy. The
system of education leaves little scops for the maja-
rity to enter the sacred pracincts of the governing
class as the publio schools which supply tha great
majority of leaders in trade, industry, politics, raligion
and the professions ara too expsnsive for the masse3
and are therefore confinad mors or less to tha sons of
the nobility aud the wealthy. ’
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Although feudalism and slavery are now univer-
«gally condemned asbarbarous and even shoeking their
spirit still permeates society. The modern docirine
of equality of opportunity is at best partial and

- one-sided as it merely insists on opening a free career
to aspiring talent, not the diffusion of the means of
. eivilization to all humanity. It is as if some slaves
-eould be manumitted and turned into slave-ownera.
"The formal equality of rights between wage-earners
and property-owners is, in the words of the author,
merely a decorous drapery for s practical relation-

-ghip of mastery and subordination which is perps- | r ;
~tuated by the laws of inheritence and of property.  enable them to say: "Lord, I belive—help Thou my

Prof. Tawney rightly disposes with contempt of
the common assertion that equality of wealth, were it
-effected in actusl practice, would merely bring about
the downfall of the rich but hardly make any wvisible
improvement in the incomes of the poor. Says Mr,
Tuwney : “The effect of the transference of wealth is
40 be judged not only by the nominal value of the

.amounts transferred but also by the nature of the uses
from which they are diverted and to which they are
applied, that & lower average income with greater
-equality meay make a happier society than a higher
average income with less,”” ‘The extension of the
social services of the State offers the best means of
ausefully employing the surplus wesalth lying in the
hands of the few; for by taking money where it can
most easily be spared and spending it where it is most
argently needed, it produces the maximum of social
dbenefit with the minimum of economie disturbanoce.

The author rightly concludes that oivil and poli-
iical liberty obviously implies, not that all men shell
be membars of parliament, oabinet ministers, or eivil
-servants, but the absencs of such oivil and politiesl
inequalities as enable one class to impose its will on
another by legal ccercion. It should be not 1ess obvi-
ous that economio liberty implies, not that all men
shall initiate, plan, direct, manage, or administer, but
-the absence of such economie inequalities as can be
used as 8 means of economic constraint,

Prof. Tawney has presented histhesis in a very
-suceinet and direot manner and has effectivaly dis-
posed of a good deal of loose thinking on the subjeot.
"The publication of the book .is very timely and will
no doubt get many people thinking.

R. B, Gopra.

THE ETHICS OF CHRIST.

“THE THEORY OF CHRIST'S ETHICS. By
F. A. M, SPENCER. ( Allen & Unwin, ) 1929,
220m. 252p. 10/6.

THE plight of commentators and exponents of the
Bon of Man is to us lass comio, because more serious,
" than that of the six wise men of Hindustan who
went to ses the elephant. There are a host of men—
Akbar, Napoteon, Mohammed, to be only suggestive—
‘who must be writhing in their graves to the eallous
tune of all the wild fantastic constructions that are
being put forward on their words and actions and
evon gestures. It is hinted at by = facetious but
shrewd agent that Shakespears, if set a paper on
himeelf as he is being expounded and commented
upon and interpreted to the wide wondering
world to-day, would most ignominiously fail and fail
to sgoure even a bare ten per cent. suoccass ab that,
And all sane men of faith are even more liable to the
doubt whel_:her_all the devout rubbish that has baen
accumulating in his name may not prove too much
Tor tho patience of even Jesus of Nagzareth. He will,
no doubt, make short work of the heap of ‘debris, and
effect & more thorough oleansing of the templs of

knowledge and wisdom than He did about two thou-
sand years 8go, and with His Divine charity may
perhaps set 8 kind matchstick to the learned lumber
and make it serve at least the mors useful purpose of
humble incense,

But Mr. Spencer has not fumbled with ths Himbsof
the elephant : he has not, indeed, presented a complete
grasp of the big dimensions, but he interprets the
ethics of one of the most elusive and the most compra-
hensive of Gurus better than the ecocksurs, mislead-
ing Christologists whose narrow perspective does not

unbelief,” This is not one of the books which we read
and put down with the self-complacent idea that we
have “ something read and something got” from if;
rather we are forced to admit that the whole tona and
atmosphere of the book is so vagulely reasonable and

' faithfully sure that we delight in reading it over

again to see that it isso good as it seemed at firsb, It
isan honest pieoe of elaborate and sane thinking
analysed simply and set down naturally.

Is the teaching of Christ to be merely a matter
of personsal and arbitrary inferpratation according to

| personal idiosyncracies? Is it to be, on the other hand,

an affair of fastidions and bigotted poring over

isolated texts from their contexts to suit our muddled

panorama ? Or is Christ to be a living, real, healthy

vision in life's problems, not characterised by jagged
disproportion but pulsating with normal, stuardy
assurance ¥ There are commentators and theologians
and interpreters: they would have us put as
many constructions upon a spoken sentence of Jesus

as there are letters in it: but they have not had the

simpla faith or the sublime patience to let the message

asgimilate into their being and let it come -out
matured and timely as & perfect thought, & perfect

word, or a perfect action. Instead, they must needs

ba vehement, unbalancsd and wildly certain of

“rendering unto Caesar” and “hating their fathers

and mothers” as if so many words were in them-

selves so many electrio switches to set them on

paying taxes or hating parents to order, instead of

efforts at expressing great principles for a particular
oceasion and yetto make them as much applicable foas
wide a sphere as possible. If “consistency™ is to be

stretched to bresking-point we would find that
shallow men can make as many religions out of the-
Four Gospels as there are sayings of Jesus recorded
in them, and .perhaps more, more : but we can safely
bope that we have not waxed so frantic ovar our cwn
olevernees as to go so far. * -

This book being, of course, more philosophical
than practical, to go more into its synthetio whole
would draw one deeper info its pleasant and instruo-
tive meghes of disoussion. To oynies this would be
mers “stuff”’ or “highbrow and all that sorb of thing™ ¢
indaed, the vein of the whole book is apparsntly com-
monplaee enough. But no one ean think, who has
p assed over these thoughts, that Christianity is either
a mere matter of objsotive eriticism aund azeaptance
or a highly involvad procass of iniividual subjsctiva
inference and appliance : but, on the whole, that the
ethios of Christ ara within you and without you, to
bs drawn from Him and lived within you and agsia
reiuvenatad at His fountain and yet sgaia re-assimi-
lated into your texture or . temperamant or whabsver
they oall it.

“The Kingdom of Hsavon is like unto a marchant
man, secking goodly pearls : who, when he had found
one pesrl of great price, want and sold all £1at ha had,
and bought it.” (Matt: X (II: 45-46)

A, MADHAVA MENO_N. ’
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. FOUNDERS OF POLITICAL ECONOMY.

THE FOUNDERS OF POLITICAL ECONOMY.
1 i37y3 JA(-;;G ST. LEWINSKI, ( King. ) 1931. 20om.
pn .

THIS is & reprint of Professor Lewinski's book first

published in 1922. The author put before himself
even then the somewhat ambitious fask of endea-
vouring “to find among the doctrines advanced more
then a hundred years ago such theories as gtill to-day
ean help us to understand economic phenomena.”

Prof. Lewinski has analysed with care the many
oontributions to economic study made by Adam Smith
and Ricardo, and has also a very interesting chapter
on the coniributions of the Physiocrats. Prof.
Lewinski writeson p. 2:

“The conception of economio laws can hardly be traced
farther back than to the second half of the seventeenth
century. Its development is intimately counected with the
transition of the system of state intervention to a policy
of free trade, When the regulation of the whole economio
life ceased to be in harmony with the new social condi-
tions, it became olear that there exiats a natural order of
things which oannot be neglected by the legislator.”

It is just possible that the economist to-day may
still find that thereis no inconsistency between State
intervention and economic science for in a progres-
sive community “the state is the people” and what is
natural is only what is human.

We entirely agree with the author’s estimate
of the work of Adam Smith that “he advanced politi-
cal economy a great deal. He created its method,
he 1aid the foundations of the theory of distribution.
¥rom rude fragments, such as they were in the
works of his predecessors, they became artistically
worked out master-pieoes in the ‘Wealth of Nations’.”

It is not obviously possible in a short review to
emphasise all that Prof. Lewinski has done to analyse
the contributions—and they were many—of Ricardo ;
but the author is right in his estimate of Ricardo that
“his theories influenced in some respects the social
history of the nineteenth century”; and that his pessi-
mistic view of the future of humanity gave to the
socialistic camp the weapons for attack on the
eapitalistic réegime.

But when Prof. Lewinski proceeds to remark on
p. 161, that * the followers of the classical writers
contributed to the progress of economic science less
by the originality of their theories than by the
systematisation of the inheritance left by the founders
of political economy” it appears that the author
puts too generous an eskimate on the creative abili.
ties of Adam Smith and Ricardo and does less than
justice to the many writers of the nineteenth century
who followed Ricardo.

The book is a very useful survey and will repay
close study by the student of economic thought inte-
reated in the contributions of the early founders of
“economic science".

S. V. AYYAR,

SHORT NOTICES.

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. By C.
S. 8. HIGgHAM. (4th Edn.) (Longmans, London.)
1931. 20cm. 308p. 5/—

THIs is & detailed history of the origin, growth and
development of the British Empire. :t is one of the
biggest Empires that was ever built up through the
efforts of a small nation, living in & small island ecut
off from the mainland of Europe, The narrative of
such an enterprise, which has entailed a great deal of
human saerifice, was a task worth undertaking. The
author has certainly done full justice o the subject.,

Ho starts from the discovery of the new world
and what led to it. He tells us how America wns-
discovered by a mere chance. The demand for Indian
spices led to the need of discovering a-—sea-route to-
India. While in search of this home of spices, Colum-
bus discovered America. Mr, Higham then traces
the development of the New Empire, the founding of:
the settlements in the Colonies, through the chartered
companies and other agencies, specinlly in India,
Canads, South Africe and Ausiralis. The chapters on
the present position of the Colonies and their rela~
tions with the mother country form interesting
reading. What form the future relations of the Domi-
nions with England will take is more a matter-
of conjecture and prophecy. The author has done
well in not dwelling on it. It does not form an
essential part of the history of the Empire.

The iast chapter on India is uptodate, The
author tells us eclearly how the demand for home
rule grew in India and what steps the Ime
perial Government took to satisfy it. He even deals
with the recent Round Table Conference held in:
London. While going through the book, what
sirikes one most is the impartial and unprejudiced
manner, in which the author has dealt with the-
most confroversial questions arising out of inter-
Imperial affairs, specially relating to Indis. This
ought to be the true role of a historian. One wishes
that writers of history would follow the method:
employed by the suthor in this book.

M. S. CHEEMA

GANDHIJI INENGLAND AND THE PROCEED-
INGS OF THE SECOND ROUND TABLE.
CONFERENCE. (B. G. Psul & Co.,, Madras.)
1932, 18em, 141p. Re. 1/8.

IN the words of the publishers, this boock “aims at

giving a comprehensive account of the proceedings of

the Conference with copious extracts from the speech--
es of various delegates and of the representatives of
the Government.” Lest the title of the bock should be-
criticised as a misnomer in the light of this suthorita-
tive definition of its aim, it is explained that as “a large-
saction of the British public envinced a keen interest
in Gandhiji,” and “the British statesmen themselves.
gave prominence to him at the Round Table we have
made the account fairly exhaustive by including re-
ference to Gandhiji and his activities in England,”™
But so far as the proceedings of the Conference are
concerned, we cannot ssy that the book gives fuller-
summaries of Gandhiji’s speeches than it does of
those of other delegates. Even so, this little digest of
the work of the second session of the Conference can-
not but be found very useful and handy by those
wishing o know something, but not fully, about if,
An account of the events leading to Congress partici-
pation in the Conference given in the earlier chapters:
is useful ag facilitating a proper understanding of
what follows in later chapters. The reproduction in
extenso of the Gandbi~Irwin pact, Mahatma Gandhi's
speech at the plenary session and the Prime Minister's-
deciaration of Indian policy made in bringing the
proceedings of the Conference toa close on December
1st can by no means be said to be superfluous in such.
a publication.
H, K. M.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INDIAN MER-
CHANTS' CHAMBER, 1930. Seoretary, 31,

Murzban Road, Bombay.) 1931, 22cm. 776 + xiii p.

AMONG the few public bodies in India engaged in
doing their work in a systematic manner and not by
fits and starts, the Indian Merchants’ Chamber will
doubtless ¢take a high place. Its report is not merely a
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.narrative of its activities but can roughly be charac-
- torised Bs the commercial history - of the country
during the period to whicn it relates. The deseription
applies equally to its report for 1930, the latest o
fall into our hands, .We observe from it that the
-Chamber has s membership of 468 and unlike the
_gonral run of public bodies in this country, its coffers
are not empty. The representations made to Govern-
ment by the Chamber on questions affecting Indian
commercial well-being and the speeches made by
.jts Chairman which very properly find place in this
publication bave mora than passing interest to a
serious student of public questions, 1B D
. s LW

"SUSHEELECHA DEVA. By V. M. JOSHI

T bhave hardly ever seen Marathi books reviewed in
- the columns of this journel. I take it that it is the
editor’s practice which seems to be based on sound
eommonsense nob todevols any space to the reviews
-of purely Marathi books in a journal read mostly by
non-Marathi-knowing people. In wishing me to
Yeview this book, therefore, the editor seems to me to
be making a departure which, I hope, will, if at all,
-be only rarely repeated. To turn to the book itself,
In this novel Prof. V, M, Joshi has, by way of
narrating a story, stated his own view about God. It
-is his conviotion that God is nothing but the mission
<in life and the whole-hearted pursuit of that mission
iy bhe adoration of that God. The book ‘deals with
several other problems, chief among them being
widow-remsrrisge, training of children, comparison
-of different religions and universal brotherhood. The
author has created his charaocters s0 as to represent
the different schools of politios in India. The plot
-is naturally inberspersed with ocurrent political mat-
‘ters. The discussions in relation to the various
problems strike one as being mostly inconclusive.
If & novel is to be considered a piece of art then such
serious discussions must be introduced in such & way
that they should not strangle the artistic shape of the
story. This novel does not unfortunately stand this
test—at any rate to the extent to which the reader
may expect in the oase of an author of Mr, Joshi's
status and reputation, However he has rightly
depicted the mentality of the young men of modern
times, The style of the book is dignified and elegant
snd it creates an absorbing interest in the minds of
© the readers, :
V. B, A’

WHAT IS MOKSA? By A.J APpasaMy, (C. L.
-8, Madrsa.) 1931, 19om. 246p. Rs. 1/4.
THIS is one of the series of books: known ee Indian

. Studies which are being issued by C, L. 8. In them there

ds much of interesting comparative study of Indian
religions and Christianity. The method and course of
» Btudy are logical, but it is superhuman for any man
. to be too dispmssionate in such a matter. Doctrines
onoca accepted do not allow those who acoept them to
question the why of it, and then begins the twisting
-and endless controversy which ends verily in noth-
ing. The goal of all religions is Moksa, but Moksa
‘ie made different for different religions. .
Dr. Appasamy takes for study the fourth
Gospel, ‘which is largely akin to.the soul of India,’
Johunaine end of religion is our abiding in 'God and
God ebiding in us. The very same end is being
sought by all the devotees in India. Rev. Appasamy
gives profuse quotations from the works of Saivite

and Vaishnavite saints, and compares them. with

Johnnaine Gospel. He wants Indian Christians
who as recent converts are familiar with Hindu life
and_ thought to study all these and to use them too in
. their devotions. Thisis a bold but » very helpful

,suggestion, He wants to take innon-Christians—in
' Christian devolions- and even modify these: to »
. certain extent.

‘We do not know if the author wants
these as innovations in their evangelistic work. But

. for a better understanding and appreoiation of Christ

they should live the pure and simple life of Christ;
Christ in his benevolence will not deny his help to
those who do not take the Christian label, T

God abiding in us and our abiding in God is not
the pure Advaita of Sankera. God is greater than
man, though he may claim and acquire ecternal fol
lowship with Him, This has been the controversy
for centuries in India and is nowhere settled. John-
naine end is not Advaita, it may be Vishishtadvaite
or perhapy, Saivasiddanta,

The author says that like every other nation, the
special mission of India is to spread the ideal of
peace. Peace, not the suppression of desires, not
born of the abstruse metaphysical trend of Unity,
but Peace with faith in God and His mercy is that
which the author wanfs to be the ideal of our

country. N8 8

Miscellaneons,

AMENDED MOLESTATION - ORDINANCE.

MR, VENKATARAMA SASTRI ON ITS WIDE SCOPE.

The Viceroy recently promulgated one more Orde-
nance designed o amend some of the earlier ones. One

| of these amendments relates to the Picketing Ordinance.

Clause (b} of section 8 in the original Ordinance defined
a pickeler as a person who '

(b} With a view to cause loss or knowing thai
loss is likely to be caused fo such other person,
loiters at or near the placewhere such person carries
on business and dissuades or atiempts do dissuale,

by words or gestures or otherwise, any person from

entering or approaching or dealing at such place.”
The new Ordinance substitutes the following for this
clwse:

“{b) loilers at or near the place where such other
person carries on business, in such a way orwith
inlent that any person may thereby be deterred from
enlering or approaching or dealing at such place, or
does any other act al or near such place which may -
have a like effect.”’ )

Mr. T. R. Venkalarama Sastri, ex-Advocate-

‘General of Madras, s of opinion that the amendment

makes the Ordinance wider in scope. He says':
¥T is possible thet the objeot of the amendment is
to dispense with the slement which the presence
of s customer is required to establish—the actual
or attempted dissuasion of some individual, Even
where there is at the place no one whom the loiterer
might be said to have “dissusded or attempted to
dissuade " the offence of molestation is complete.
The meaning of the word “loiter” in the section
has undergone a change. Ibhas an innocent mean-
ing—linger .or .travel indolently with pauses. It
has the meaning—hang about, which implies a sinis-
tor intent in reforence to the place which one hangs
about, This Iatter meaning was the true meaning of
the word in the Section. It was indicated by the
word defined -namely * molestation , by the collo-
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cation with * intimidation “—loitering about the
houses of persons and persistently following them
placs to place and in the ' very clause. amended, by
the words * with a views t0 cause loss”, “knowing
that loss is likely to be caused” and “ dissusdes or
attempts o dissuade ¥. The word ‘ loiter * goes natu-
rally with the words “ with intent thetany person
may be deterred thereby "—the sinister intent al-
ready in the word ‘loiter’ being made explicit by
these “la.tter words. The change involved in the
new words “ m such a way or with intent that any
person may. be deterred thereby * geta rid of intent
“a8 an element in the erime. The likelihood of another
being deterred is the new element. Nof his intgni
but the possibility of another interpreting hie intent—
rightly or wrongly=and so being deterred will con-
stitate hig crime. “Lojter ” in its inhocent meaning

‘as now become & crime because another misunder--

stande or may do so,

An illustration will make the
matier clear, K .

A man stands in.front of a shop waiting for a
friend or & bus, A policeman comes along and
honestly takes him to be & picketer. So might s
gustomer if he came aleng at that moment and he

might be deterred from-entering the shop. It miay be-

his wearing khaddar or a Gandhj cap or somethmg in
his pose that gives the impression. As s customer
need not be there or deterred in fact, the element
involved in the words “ that any pergon may be
deterred” is there when the policeman honestly
forms that impression of him. Now that the man
bas stood in such a- way thdal a person may be detérred
thereby, the offence is complete, His intent is not
necéssary. Nor need he be consoious that he is likely
to deter people and cause loss. He may have no
intention to dissuade anybody from going intd the
ghop. But he has stuod there .in such a way that
some may thereby be deterred. How can he .escape
.punishment ? Not even proof of the fact that he was
wautmg for apcther t{o arrive there in order to go in
“and make a purchase oan help him-on the language of
:&he pection, If it m not a question of mere arrest and
. punmhmenf:’by a criminal court but * preventive use
of minimum foree ” which might not .infrequently
amount to thrashzng snd in rare cases might have the
wholly unintended, though very regrettable and Te-
-gretted, consequence of death, the police might dis-
cover After the use of force that the man had no
Intent at all to do anything objectionable. But it is
a result made inevitable by the Section beosuse no
infent or knowledge in his mind {s neocessary but the
wholly external fact of the possibility of a customer
being deterred is sufficient.

Perhaps it may be said that these are unreason-
able illystrations and that no one will apply the
Section in such obvjougly innocent cases. In the first
place, the words must he made absq;utely clear so as
to avoid misapplication. Secondly, in these oriti-
cal times gnd -in regard «o these Ordinances the ten-

dency 1s,a8 experience shows, to stretch words to the |

full limit of their capacity and not to give them their-
strict meamng

Mayd add a word of comment on the language
of the amendment,? It seerns to me wholly unhappy.
“In such & way or with intent that ”* is ourious collo-
cation. "In such & way that a person may be
deterrad " may not be bad grammar but is delightfully
vague, * With intent that a person may be deterred ™
—does it not mean * should be deterred thereby " ¥ The.
fact is that the presente of intention demands a clause
worded one way and ‘the absence of it a clause diffe-
rentl y*worded and one clauseto go with both phrases:
is as bad in language a8 in its conception or lack of
oonoeption of it content. If may perhaps, be too
much to expect elegante or even correctness of lan-
guage in moderfi Indian 1dgislation. '

My object is not to suggest any amendment.
Many minds sre busy recasting the Ordinances to
minjmisge their rigour and make them less drastlco»

They are in their own way usefully occupied. Isay

nothing against the good intended to be achieved. The

small amendments of the Ordinances are the enerhy

of the only desirable reform of their repeal in exactly

the same way 28 small reform isthe enemy of great
and greatly needed reforms. The amendments that

widen the scope of the newly created crimes of “ dis~
suasion-or attempt to dissuade " must drag the Go-

-vérnment and the people alike into the miry depthspf

Ordinances with the inevitable demoralmatxons. This

Ordinance No. V in particular is.wholly unsupport--
sble and with the frequent reports of*the seizure of
‘kbaddar, is tha frult-ful source of much avoidable
migsunderastanding’ as to the -good intentions of the:-
British Government in regard to India.
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