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THE power enjoyed by .Government nnder the 
ordinanoes of oontrolling the movements of· persona 
it has reason to suspeot of being in sympathy with 
the C'"ongressl1as been used inU. P. ldr making an 
Amerioan missfonary, Mr. G, B. Halstead, .whose 
eduoational work in Luoknow was widelY appreciated, . 
leave India at onoe.· His offenoe, from all acoounts, 
'conslsted in his publio oondemnation fIl t)le Govern· 
ment's reprllsaive polioy and his appeal to his 0011_ 

. gues to follow his· .. ample, Then, Mr. :T. M. Sen. 
Gupta, the BeQgal leader, who returned to India last· . .' 
week.from Eurol/B, was placed under arrest under the 
notorious Bengal regulation even before be had time to 
land, wbile restraints have been plaoed upon the move­
menmo( his wife under the Emerg,moy PQwers Ordi­
nimoe, Following Mrs. Gandhi's incaroeration to 
whioh referenoe walt made last week her youngest son, 
'Ramdas, was recently sentenoed to eighteen months' 
imprisonm.u.t, 

The attempt. of .. large number of commeroial 
bodie. in Bombay lellxp!ess- their _entment at 
Mahatma Gandhl'tJ arrest and to appeal to the people 
to go in for Indigenous goods was frustrated by the 
Polioe Coml1\issioner who. prohibited the contero­
plated meeting. His aotion lpio8 been ireatly resent­
ted bY' tbe mercantile: coinmunity : in Bombay 

whioh passed at a smaller meeting the resolutions 
intended to be passed' at the· publio meeting. 
Serious doubts are entertained as to the legality of 
the Police Commissioner's aotion· in banning a 
meeting not intended to promote the civil disobedi • 
ence movement and a law suit to test its legality 
leems to be thougbt of. It tranepires however that 
the legal opinion o0l)sultsd by the Bombay merchants 
is by no means unanimous in holding that the Police 
Commissioner' exceeded" 'his powers in the aotion he 
took. 

In tbeir efforts to treat Oongre.s workers as eneroies 
of Gpveramentto whoin no· qu .... ter was to be g.iven and 
to induce the people to regard them as such, overzea­
lous local officials are issuing orders -which clearly 
transgress all hllmane considerations, In Bombay e. g. 
some restaurant-keepers were warned last week against 
giving Mod to Congressmen even on payment and in 
the Madras presideMY a magistrate has thought fit 
to. (ssUe a general order probibiting provision dealers 
from giving provisions to them within a radius of 
seven miles from his headquarters. We wonder if 
these dignitaries have 'simultaneonsly laid down an. 
unerring test whioh would' ellable those so forbidden 
to have any dealings with· Congressmen tei t.ell a 
Congressman froro a non-Congressman. In the· 
1!.bjlence of such Ii test the food and provision vendors 
.ooncerned, even with the best will in the world, ara 
sure to find themeel ves unable to co-operate with the 
authorities. 

Do the ordinl>noes empower the exeoutive to put 
a stoi> to purely eoonomio movements like swadeshi ? 
Legal opinion 8earns to be sharply 'divided on tha 
point, and subordinate officials 'follow -the safe rule 
of bureauoratio oonduot of pronounoing all aotivities 
as to the legality of 'Whioh they happen to entertain 
the slightest dO\~bt illegal. The action of the Madras 
Government, in regard to the Coim batore Khadi 
'Bhandar, however, would seem tosbow that suoh 
activities do not come under the official ban. The 
"CoJ\gress office", wherQ the Bhandar Q!lTlied on its 
business, waS originally notified to be an',unlawful 
place by the Madras Government whioh have. since. 
oanoelled the notification. They seem to have now 
disoovered tbe faot of the Khadi Bh~ndar having 
nothing to do with the Congress but being established 
under the auspioes of the All·India Spinners' Associa­
tion, "an altogether non-politioal body", in the words 
of the Hindu. The inferenae from this aotion on the 
part of the Madras Government is legitimate that the 
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. prohibition of eoonomic swadeshi is not oontempl &ted 
even at the present time, as is feared in some quarters. 
An anthoritative declaration to that' effect· by the 
Central Government will be highly appreoiated by 
those engaged in that very useful activity, and would 
go far to ease minds rendered unbappy by the fear 
that even pure swadeShi is officiallY looked down 
upon. .. .. 
Export of Oold. 

WE cannot, we are afraid, show much concern at 
the continued export of gold from India which has 
alarmed so many Indiali publicists. The export of 
gold is, no doubt, an unusual phenomenolL We are 
normally heavi importers of gold and it is clearlY a 
sign of thit magnitude of the agricultural depression 
that these imports should be replaced by exports. 
Gold is the main form in whioh the savings of the 
majority of our people are held and it is but natural 
that in these times of stress there should be a gen­
eral movement towards realising these savings in 
terms of oash. Indeed we cannot see what the use of 
investments in gold can be if they are not to be liqui­
dated in times like the present. Fortunately for gold­
holders the prices ruling in the market to-day are 
specially favourable and the sale of gold on a large 
soale is thus to be naturally expected. Whether' gold 
prices may rise still further' or not is 
at this stage an unimportant question from 
the poi nt of view of the average seller _ of gold. 
For, nobody who is in the depr~ssed condition in 
which the Indian agriculturist finds himself can afford 
to wait on a rise: It is plainly economic distress that 
has driven our people to part with their gold-a fact 
generally acknowledged by the journalistic phrase 
.. distress gold "-and it seems' to us futile to advise 
them to oling to their gold savings when admittedly 
they are at the end of their current resources. The 
question as to whether this distress gold should be 
shipped abroad stands somewhat apart. Yet here 
again two points may be noted. First, the favour., 
able price of gold to be obtained is due to the 
existenoe of a free market for gold and if an embargo 
is to be laid on exports a considerable deoline 
in this price may be naturally expected. And 
seoond, the export of gold from India is entirely 
an export of private gold. In most oountries where 
an embargo on ex~orts has been laid it has been 
beoause a free market was held to endanger the mone­
tary reserves of gold. This is not so in India. The 
amount of gold in private hands is phenomenally 
large in India and there is no reason to suppose' 
that the exports of the last few months have dimini­
shed them to a dangerous extent. The future of the 
gold standard is yet very unoertain and we would 
not think that in these ciroumstances the Govern­
ment would be well advised to take a step such as 
the levy of an embargo on exports in the supposed 
interests of a poesible return to gold. 

• * .. 
Brutal Pollee Methods in Madras. 

SINCE oommentlng in our last issue on the brut­
al nature of lathi oharges in Madras, several influen-

tial citizens of the o"pitai of the Soutbern presidency: 
have issued an indignant protest "against the arbitr ..... 
ry, high-handed and, in many oases, brutal methoda 
adopted by the police in tbe disoharge of their dutiea 
now imposed upon them." The signatories to the 
protest describe themselves as non-Congressmen 
which lends additional force to their protest. In the 
oourse of their statement they say :-

While it i. oer.ain\7 .he funo.ion of the Go ... mmen. to 
maintain law and order, We caDDot persuade ourlel".1 to 
believe that the indisorimiDate use of lathil, and tbe 
turning of the water-hOI. containiDg ooloured water, not 
only on pioketers but on women workerl whol' objeot ., •• 
to femOye the wounded to a hospi~a1. andevenon inDooent 
pallers-by Berve that purpose. 

Hardly a day passel without iostanoel of exoes.iva and 
harlh u.e of au.hority on .he p.r. of the polioe being 
recorded in the preBS. Prominent amongst them are the 
aeath of a pioketer at Tiruppur reported to be .he result 
of beating by the Polioe, a 1athi charge at the 8ame plaoe 
on a CODglels volunteer whose lole orime appear. to bave 
been the wearing of a Knaddar cap, tb. removal of the 
Red Cross Flag from .he Hospi\al opened for the tr .... 
ment of volunteers at Madura, the interf"renoe by the 
Polioe with women workers oarrying the.wounded to the 
People's Hospi'al a' Madras .ud the us. of .he la.hi on 
volunteers eveD after they had been rendered unooo'soicnu .. 
The publio are being foroed to the oonolusion that the 
real objeot of the Government ja to strike terror into 
the hearts of the people and tbus paral,le even legitimate 
aotivitie.. . 

. We feel bouud in the existing oj!;,ollUl8tanoes to expre_ .. 
in olear and definite term., our oonviotion that tbe Gov ... 
ernment are alienating publio opinion and tbemselvel 
orellling an atmosphere unfavourable to an, politioal 
settlement. 

That these lathi charges are detested by the 
Mahomedans equally with the Hindus is clear from 
the Mahomedan deputation which waited upon the 
Home Member in order to express the feeling of 
resentment at these lathi charges. 

* .. .. 
A Princely Facade. 

THE Week in the. course of its remarks on 
Federation last week thus draws publio attention 
once again to what is certainly the gravest defect ot 
the federal scheme. It says :- . 

If Indiaa prinoes are always at the beok: and oall of the 
Paramount P.ower and if they are going to have a deoi­
live voioe in the federal legislature, what in heaven'. 
name is this Swaraj tbey are going to give us? The old 
offioial blook was at least a small minority; but the neW' 
block. comprising at least 40 per oent. of fJle Upper and 
one-.hird oBhe L ower Chamber, will undoub'edly hold 
.he baianoe of power. The Brihsh'will.hns s.ill ruie us_ 
Only they will hold the power wi.hout the respoDsibility. 
No wonder that the British polit:icians and money-lender. 
have so eagerly weloomed this federa[viaion. No wonder 
t:bat the,. bave made th" grant of oentral responsibility 
depend on federalism. The whole .hing is a line pi .. e Of 
oamouflage. Tho only question i8 whe.her our Sap .... 
are oheats or dupes. 

It is hardly any use blaming British politicians and 
money-lenders for the domination of the princes in 
the future federation, when Indian politicians and 
merchants aocept such a scheme without demur. 
And it is not mere Saprus, whether they be oheats or 
dupes, who accept the scheme: but also the Mahatma. 
In fact the Saprus were better in this respect: they 
at any rate begged the princes to consider the possibi­
lity of introducing elective -.representation. The 
Mahatma careflllly avoided the very word "election." 
Where would the Week place him, we wonder? .. • * 
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A WORD TO THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE. 

MR. CHINTAMANI has lent the great weight of 
his support to the suggestion put forward hy 
Dr. Shata'at Ahmed Khan and Sir ParBshuratD 

Patro for laying aside for some time the federal 
Bcheme partially formulated in London and for press­
ing forward instead with British Indian reform 
alone. None of these prominent politioians ia oppo· 
sed to federation; on the oontrary all of them are 
keenly alive to its advantages. Their plea for post­
ponement is solely due to a realization that federation 
cannot be brought into being quiokly enough to allay 
the spirit of grave discontent prevalent in the coun· 
try. The oivil disobedience movement, though being 
suppressed in its outward manifestations, must not be 
supposed to be dead or dying; it may in fact be the 
deadlier in its effects because it is being driven un· 
derground. The only possible remedy is a speedy 
enaotment of liberal constitutional reforms. Mr. 
Chintamani and the two other leaders think that if 
the reform scheme be oonfined to British India the 
enactment would be easier of acoomplishment than if 
negotiations have to be entered upon with the Indian 
States and adjustments with each of them attempted. 
They therefore suggest that though federation is 
desirable and must not be given up altogether or 
even postponod for a long time, it should for the mo­
ment be put on one side till quiet is restored in 
British India. They are oonfident that if the reforms 
measure is large enough, British· India will soon 
return to normal oonditions and then the time will he 
at hand for negotiBtions to be resumed with the 
States with a view to federation. 

It is not for me to judge whether the reasons 
given above afford suffiolent justifioation for post· 
ponement of the federal scheme. But there are others 
whioh appear to me to make it imperative. Even if 
federation oould be hastily Improvised, it ought not 
to be. British· Indian reform may however be im. 
provised with impunity, or at any rate without any 
irreparable injury. When a large number of'politioians 
with a powerful popular appeal are behind the bars of 
prison, we must ever keep their views before our 
mind's eye in framing a oonstitution, because it is no 
use its being aooeptable. only to those who frame it; 
it must be acoeptable to publio opinion at large. If 

. the oonstitution i'Ilfers to British India alone, any 
ohanges that may be required in it so as to make it 
aoceptable to Congressmen who are not at present in 
a position to represent their views can he effected 
with compar;tive ease. If it is a self·evolving con: 
stitution, We ourselves can introduce the neoessary 
ohanges in it without reference to the British Parlia- . 
ment. If it is not a self·evolving oonstitution, we 
shall have to take reoourse to Parliament; but we 
shan have to go to no other authority. If, however, 
the constitution we' frame is a federal one, compre. 
hendlng the Indian States in Its soope we cannot . ~ , 
alter It either ourselves or through the British Parlia. 
ment alone, but we shan have to carry the States with 
us In any alterations we may desire. Any oon.titution 
that we make in the present oiroumstanoes, when we 

are deprived of the «»operation of the most influen_ 
tial political party in the country, must be such .... 
oan be easily amended. A federal constitution is 
extremely diffioult to amend; and when the number 
of federating units goss into hundreds, it becomes­
almost unamendable. I am not of those who eay 
that constitution·maklng must be given up when so 
many of our leaders are in gllol; it must on the con. 
trary be proceeded with more quickly in order to 
ameliorate the disturbed conditions in the country. 
But, with proper humility, let us refrain from fram­
ing a cast-iron constitution. 

It may be said that, though unfortunately Con· 
gress help is not now available in moulding the 
federal oonstitution, we know broadly wht.t their 
ideas are: they are on record and we shall make full 
use of them. The Congress representative, though he 
objected to the Sankey scheme as as a whole, objected 
hardly to any feature of it whioh: ooncerned the, 
States. His objeotion almost invariably was in 
respect of that part of the soheme which concerned 
the British Government. That being so, a federal con· 
stitution Is no more open to objection from this point 
of view than a unitary oonstitution. What would 
strike a body like the Congress as the most serious 
defects in the federal oonstitution as evolved in 
London would undoubtedlY be the non·eleotive cha­
racter of the States' representation and the very 
limited soope of the federal power. In respeot of 
both these matters, however, Mahatma Gandhi had 
nothing to quarrel with in the federal soheme. What 
then can there be in a federal oonstitution (if one is 
framed now) so far as it relates to the Princes, to 
which either Gandhlji or any other Congressman will 
demur? Why not therefore push on with the federal 
soheme while there is a chanoe to do so, instead of 
narrowing our immediate aim at the eleventh hour? 
Who knows whether we shall be able to catch the 
Princes in an equally sweet temper nezt year or the 
year after' 

This is by no means a oonvinoing reply. It is 
true that Mahatma Gandhi did not take ezoeption to 
the Princes' nomination of the States' representa· 
tives, or to the limiting of the federal scope to subjeots 
that have already passed out of the States' oontrol, or 
to any other part of the soheme concerning the Stat ... 
It may also be true, though of this one oannot be 
oartain, that the Congress as a whole would have 
agreed to federation on these terms because they 
were acoeptable to its aoknowledged leader. But 
this affords no guarantee that the Congress 
politioians will after the ezperiences which they 
are passing through just now will oontinue to 
hold the eame opinions whioh they may be assumed 
to be holding at present. The Congress would 
in any case have had a difficulty in reconciling 
itself to the anti.democratio features of the constitu. 
tion arising from its assooiation with the Princes. 
It would have med the intelleotual resources 
even of Mahatma Gandhi to square them with the 
position of an ultra·demoorat and ultra.radical which , 
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he took. up at the RoT.C. But he that as it may, the 
temper of the Congress politioians, inoluding Mahatma 
Gandhi, is likely to undergo a ohange after their 
pressnt sufferings, and they will objeot to IDany 
things in w hioh they were perhaps willing to aoqui­
esce before. The nomination of the States' represen­
tatives will in all probability be the first of them. 
Can l;he members of the R.T.C. committees afford to 
put out of aocount this oontingenoy? Will they be 
prepared to force upon the whole nation a oonstitution 
which not only is admittedly defective, and gravely 
defective, from the point of view of democraoy, but 
which, just because it i. a federal constitution, it 
will be next to' impossible to amend in the desired 
direction? 

If the process of future amendment be made 
easy, then the foroe of the objection emphasit:ed above 
will be largely diminished. But is there a federal 
constitution in the wcrld whioh is not rigid? And is 
it at all likely that the Princes will agree to a con­
stitution which can be amended without obtaining the 
previous oonsent of all or at any rate four-fifths 
of the States wbich come in ? The constitution would 
thus bs to all intents and purposes unalterable. 
Not only will it be impossible to effect any radical 
changes in it, but it will be impossible to aQrogate it 
either if found unworkable. A federation is an indis­
soluble union. That is the reason why the Prime 
Minister's statement in Parliament in respect of Burma 
made it plain that Burma might or might not join 
with India in the federation whioh was being formed 
there, but if she ollce elected to join she could not 
then come Gut if at any subsequent period she wanted 
to. The warning whioh Mr. MacDonald gave to Bur­
mese politioians is even more necessary at the pre­
sent time in the case of those who will serve on the 
Consultative Committee of the RoT.C. in India. 
These must oonsider Whether they 8houl4 take it 
upon themselves to draft a constitution, which can 
neither be modified nor repeMed, and which yet de­
pends for its praotical working upon the co-operation 
of politicians who are not only keeping aloof from 
their present deliberations but who it is at least pro­
bable will withhold their co-operation till amend­
ments, barred out by the very nature of the constitu­
tion, are introduoed into it. 

It is no use saying that it Ie now too late to 
abandon the federal basis in favour of the u nitsry 
one. What is here suggested is not the abandonment 
of a federal constitution, but its mere postponement to 
" more propitious time. Let suoh reforms be intro­
duced in British India as it is possible to do. If they 
are cast in a generous mould, the non,c().operating 
Congressmen may be persuaded to give up their pre­
sent policy and offer their c().operation both in work­
ing the unitary constitution to be framed now and 
also in formulating the federal oonstitution of the 
future. That is our only hope. But no federal 
union, whioh is necessarily of an indissoluble and 
unalterable oharaoter, should be foisted upon India in 
the existing oonditions of the oountry'. It may be 
objeoted that no large reforms suoh as are bere oon­
telDplated will ever be agreed to by British Conserva-

tive or Liberal parties, except on ... federal basis. n 
is true that Lord Reading and Sir Samuel Hoare and 
Lord Peel have made suoh a deolaration. But whioh 
Indian politioian has subsoribed to it' Sir O. P. 
Ramaswami lyer is among (those who are most en­
thusiastio about federation; but he too deemed it 
necessary, after the publioation of the Sankey Report, 
to protest against the statement contained in it to the 
effect that further constitutional advance was pos­
sible only on a federal basis. I would respect­
fully put it to him and to his colleagues on the Con­
sultative Committee that the objection which might 
have appeared academic then must now be made 
plainly and emphatically and British Indian reform 
alone insisted upon for the present unless-

(I) oonditions are agreed to by the Prinoes to 
which the Congress in its altered mood will not 
object; or 

(ii) an amendment of the constitution in future 
in the direotion of 'restricting the powers of the 
PriI.lces is rendered possible without their expreSI 
consent; 

But no steps should now be taken which oannot 
be retraced in future and which the Congress may 
reasonably be expected to insist upon seeing retraced. 

S. G. VAZE. 

THE VICEROY'S SPEECH. 

H E. LORD WILLINGDON'S address to the 
• members of the Legislative Assembly on 

Monday last reaffirms the Government's deter­
mination to carry out the dual policy whioh is now 
in faroe" viz. to put down the civil disobedienoe 
movement with a high hand and to complete the 
preparations for the enaotment of a wider constitu­
tion which were begun at the first RoT.C.: No justi­
fioation for the use of repression; has been given in 
the speeoh which had not been given before. Our 
criticism of it therefore requires no modifioation in 
any partioular. We can only repeat our comments 
when the saMe old arguments are advanced by 
Government. But in one direction our criticism 
gains in strength. The happenings of the past few 
weeks make it plain that the repressive polioy, as it 
is enforced in practioe, is not direoted only to the 
prevention and suppression of civil disobedienoe 
activities. It also seems to be'intended to produce­
at any rate it iii so operated as to pr9duoe-two more 
effects: to strike terror into the hearts of the civil re­
sisters by the use of violence out of all proportion t. 
the neoessities of the particular case; and to foroe 
them into disobedience of orders by impossing upon 
them extremely irritating and humiliating oORdi­
tions. The lathi charges in Madras, against whioh 
the prominent non-Congressmen in that city have 
issued suoh a weighty protest, are a good speoimen 
of an indiscriminate and excessive use of force by 
the guardians of law and order. At any rate in suoh 
oases it is open to doubt just what amount of foroe 
would have been suffioient for the paservation of 
peaoe, and the matter oan only be deoided by a oonsi­
deration of the oircumstanoes of the moment whioh 
may be exaggerated or minimised aooording to the 
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bias of one's mind. But the orders of a humiliating 
Ilature stand on a different footing. Notices issued 
to men of standing in sooiety to report themselves to 
the polioe once, twice or even tbrice every day are 
oertainly witbout any kind of justification. How do 
they help the authorities in keeping the oivil disobe­
.dieMe movement under oontrol? One can under­
stand unlawful activities being prohibited or those 
-engaged in oarrying tbem on or pledged to carry 
them on plaoed under oustody. But .. here is the 
tlense In ordering oivil resisters of position to go to 
the polioe Thana and report themselves? These 
~rders can only have tbe effeot of foroing people .. ho 
·'Would otherwise have kept aloof into praotising civil 
ilisobedienoe. Sir Phiroze C. Sethna has publicly 
.tated that ... suranoes were given that orders like 
these whioh oannot obeok, but only feed, the oivil dis­
~bedlenC8 movement will not be passed. :Non-Cong­
ress parties must do their level best, in the very in­
terest of law and order, to have all sU,oh orders im­
mediately resoinded. Th~re ought also to be a limit 
to the arrests made. Noone who does not do any­
thing serious to promote oivil dlsobedienoe need suf­
fer detention. If the mere holding of opinions is to 
be penalised, a very large part of the popUlation will 
have to be put into gaol. At any rate suoh exoesses 
in the exeroise of authority as are now taking plaoe 
~ught to be put an end to at onoe. This is the mini­
mum that Is neoessary for oreating the sort of atmos­
phere in whioh aloDe reforms can be discussed, and it 
Is particularly the duty of those who are taking part 
in the reforms discussions to exert their utmost pre .. 
aure in this dlreotion. ' 

BRA VNAGAR IN 1929-30, 

ONE outstanding faot about the administration of 
Bhavnagar State during 1929-30, the report for 

whioh is reoently published, is that ",hile we in India 
have beeu talking about prohibition all these years 
and are having no end of oommittees to examine it. 
flnanola! and other aspeots, Bhavnagar h ... oarried 
out that reform without any ostentation. And it doss 
not ~ppear from the report ... if the effectuation of the 
reform has been followed by any of the evils of illicit 
distillation eto. on .. hioh ground the introduotion of 
prohibition Is offioially resisted in British India 
During the year under report, we are told, there WaS n~ 
revenUe from ou-toms duty on foreign liquor and 
only Rs. 75 were realised by way of a similar duty on 
toddy. The tendenoy to use cologne water as a 
Bubstltute for liquor whioh made itself manifest in 
Bome oases ..... met by legislative prohibition of its 
import and sa!e in the State, the Medical department 
alon. being autborised to sell it for bona fide medioal 
use. But though liquor hy been thus banned, the 
IBme cannot be said of opium and ganja whioh yield­
ed nearly a lakh of rupees to the State as revenue. 
This however need not dilute our sense of satisfac­
tion at the introduotlon of prohihition of liquor 
in the State, 

We oannot apeak In equally enthu.ia~tio terms 
about the educational oonditlon of the State. Not that 

it is particularly bsckw9.ld. At the "'",e time there ia 
no reason why the pace of eduoational progress in th" 
State should not have been, quickened by the in­
troduction of free and oompulsory primary education. 
Financial considerations stand in the way of this muob . 
needed reform both in British India and an overwhelm­
ing majority of Indian States; but Bhavnagar for­
tunately does not suffer from this disability. Thanks 
to the skilful handling of its finanoes by the Minority 
.. dministr&tion under the guidance of Sir Prabh...,. 
shankar Pattani, not only does the ,State budget 
balance itself but it h... been consistently yield­
ing a surplus which for 1929-30 stood at about Rs 21 
lakhe. There oan be no better use for these surpluses 
than that they should he spent upon the spread of 
eduoation among the people. During the year under 
report, the number of boys and girls reading in 
educational institutions in the Stllte w... a little 
over 30,000. This is all right, so far ... it goes; but 
we oannot afford to forget the faot that the ideal to be 
aimed at is the universalisation of primary education. 
Looked at from this point of view, the State can 
hardly be said to have traversed even half the way 
to it, though the statistics given in the report, try to 
oonvey a different impression. The popUlation of tbe 
Stat .. e.ccording to the 1931 census, is about SOO,OOt) 
which at 15 pe~ oent. yields 75,000 as the number of 
ohildren to be brought to sohool, if the rising genera­
tion is not to be allowed to grow up in ignoranoe. 
In view of the nation-building value of eduoation, 
it is obvious that the earlier it is made available to 
every boy and girl in the State, the better it will be 
for its future. 

Another feature of the State administration that 
may be noted here is the liberal policy it pursues in 
relation to village panohayats. i:ven so theu. num­
ber is by no means oonsiderable nor does there appear 
to be muoh prospeot of its being increased. The 
idea however is that the panohayats, wherever they 
come to be formed, should be self.governing even ta_ 
the extent of appointing their own village offioers. 
This is doubtless nn advanoe on the system of 
panohayats existing in any British Indian province. 
The faot that these offioers owe their appointments to 
the panchayat instead of to some authority outside 
the village makes them feel that they are the "real 
servants" of the village .. rendering better, more 
loyal and' effioient servioe." Though a model pan­
ohayat oonstitution has been formed by the State, it 
ia made sufficiently elastio to allow of variations 
rendered neoessary in the light of looal oonditioll&. 
The policy of the State in this matter is so progress­
iva that suitable villages may be even made fully 
responsible for the oollection of revenue. These "oan 
also punish oontumacy to the extent of forfeiture 
of land and auction of a vacant buildin g". Snoh 
villages oan also build Upa reserve "from the 8aving~ 
r~maining after payment of the Darbar dues and the 
reserve will be available for any common use which' 
may be deolded upon by the panohayat". The pan- ' 
ohayate in the state are also empowered to try petty 
oivil and oriminal OIIges. Advance along these lines 
in British India may help to put fresh life in the 
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panchayat 'movement in parts like the Bombay 
Presidency where it is at present very weak. 

It is at the same time a mystery to us why 'in a 
State which is dcing so much to foster the spirit of 
tielf.government in the -Villages, the number of muni· 
cipalities should nct exceed 10 and their constitution 
should be undemocratic. Out of these only the 
Bhavnagar municipality contains any elected ele­
ment, while in the case of the others the seleotion of 
both officials and non-officials as members is left 
IOlely to their official presidents I Their constitution 
is thus thoroughly inconsistent with the democratic 
spirit of the time and we would suggest to the Durbar 
to tackle as 'early as it can the question of their 
complete liberalis.tion by placing the popular 
element in possession of full and real control 
over municipal affairs. This should also be followed 
by the democratisation of the Representative 
Assembly in a manner which will ensure to the 
people effective control over the State administra­
tion. The Assembly does not- at present seem to 
command the consideration from the 'authorities that 
its importance deserves. During 1929-30, for instance, 
it'could not meet even once owing to the absence of 
of the ruler and the president of the Council of 
Administration in England. The young Maharaja 
should not think his duty towards his subjects ended 
when he has provided them with good and efficient 
administration which is perhaps already in existence 
in Bhavnagar. This is no doubt very necessary, hut 
what is even still more so is that he must train them 
to govern- themselves by giving them increasing and 
more effective opportunities of doing so than are 
available at present. It is to he hoped that no time 
will be lost in making a real beginning in this 
directiQD. 

!ttvitWs. 
A DEFENCE OFHINDIDSM. 

THE HEART OF HINDUSTHAN. By S. RADHA­

KRISHNAN. (G. A. Natesan & Co., Madras.) 
1931. 18cm. U4p. Re. 1. 

THIS is a very thoughtful and inspiring hook. There 
are six essays from the pen of the great phil osopher 
with an introductory life-sketch by Dr. J. K. Majum­
dar. SuperficiallY considered, it would appear that 
there is lack of unity in the material presented in 
this small volume, as the six discourses are complete 
in themselves. But tbere is an underlying unity of 
purpose which links them together, for it seems to be 
the mission of this great thinker to interpret in terms 
of modern experience some of the noblest truths of 
Hinduism and relate them to kindred ideas in the 
other religions of the world, with a view to surmount­
ing tbe artificial hsrriers that have separated men 
so long. He is eminently fitted for the task, for h~ 
writes not merely 8S a savant, but as one who, in his 
own life, has deeplY experienced some of the things' 
expressed here. This little book is timely as it 
answers an urgent necessity, We hope Prof. 8, 
Radhakrishnan's discourses would go a long way to 
eounteract the growing sceptloism in this country. 
We are foroed to admit that the statement 
which Mr. O. E. M. Joad made with reference to con. 

ditions prevalent in the West is equally valid with 
regard to the general state of belief in this country. 
And BO in listening to Prof. Radhakrishnan W8 Beem 
to be "listening to a profoundly religious man ex. 
pounding to a generation which has largely lost its 
religion a profoundly religiOUS view of life." This 
decline of religion might perhaps be due, as Prof. 
Radhakrishnan points out, to the invasions of scienoe- . 
which are .. upsetting traditions and standards with. 
out having formulated any others to take their 
place, ": or perhaps to the spirit of revolt that is. 
rapidly spreading in this country as elsewhere. Men 
have begun to question the validity of traditional 
ideas: religion has lost Its hold, and' there is a. 
universbl disgust for the dry formalism that has 
atrophied the springs of spiritual endeavour. 
Every tenet and time·honoured institution is 
thrown into the cauldron and India is in the throes. 
of a new birth. .. ibe present age of transition," 88· 
Prof. Radhakrishnan says," is as full of interest lIS 
of anxiety". The anxiety is due to the faot that It 
is increasingly being realised that progress is impos­
sible except through a violent rupture with the past. 
And to the thoughtful 'observer this state of publio 
temper seems instinot with ominous consequences fOl" 
the future. In the haste to pull down, much that is 
of value might irreooverably be lost. The su prerue 
need of the moment is to discover elements of value 
and in a spirit of reverence claim and take posses· 
sian of our heritage. 

Prof. Radhakrishnan is endowed with the propel" 
vision; and with a zest that oan only be born of deep 
can viction he stands .forth as the beroic ohampion of 
Hinduism. His exposition of Dharma is very illu­
min.ting. Whether it is possible for all to agree 
with him or not, his defence of the caste system is 
worth careful consideration, H. points out how it 
embodies the principle of .. Division of Labour ", and 
how it is determined by .. the predominance of reason. 
or emotion, or will". The caste system does not. 
mark any inequalities for .. All men are equal in 
that they a.e born of God ", He refers to the prin­
ciples of interdependence and unity involved in the 
ordering of tbe scheme of duties relating :to the­
social order. The ethical discipline of VarDashram 
" is the Hindu's device for the gradual improvement 
of human nature ". "The social fabric ", he main­
tains, .. is organised on the basis of spiritual perfec­
tion ". He indignantly refutes the charge that 
social service was unknown to tbe Hindus and points 
out that much capital is "made out of the treatment 
of the untoucbables ", Any .judgment tbat we come 
to with regard to Indian institutions must be basl'cI 
upon a comparative study in relation to conditions 
that exist elsewhere. Prof. Radhakrishnan draws 
attention to the fact that" free India rendered them 
mucb greater service tban what other free countries 
even in recent times have done for their backward 
classes ". 

Prof. RadbakrishDan's exposition.of the religious 
ideals of Hindusim is very lucid and serves to clear 
many misunderstandings created by the haphazard 
writings of modern critics who ara not oaTeful enough 
in the handling of their material. The pleasing thing 
about Prof. Radbakrishnan is tbat he writes in no 
spirit of the partisan or apologist. but as one who has & 

message to deliver, and is conscious of the sacredness 
of the task. Religion, as he profoundly ohserves. 
"is an expression of the spiritual experience of the 
raC9 n, and so there is nothing unnatural in that 
different peoples should have different religions. It 
would be misohievous "to attempt any sudden sup­
planting of existing beliefs by new ones n. This does 
not mean tbat there i. nothing to be learnt from other 
faiths. He is painfully alive to the dangers of ereot­
ing rigid barriers and high tariff walls. .. Hindu 
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thought neV81" developed a Monroe Doctrine in matters 
of oulture ". Prof. Radhalcrishnan is free from the 
)tarrow bigotry that is usually found in misaionary 
writers. He is not out to oonvert, and does not make 
any exolusive olaims on behalf of Hinduism. He 
realises that all the .. misunderstanding and antago­
nisms in religious matters arise when we put forward 
,xoessive olaims on hehalf of our own views of God". 
All religions are saored to him for "the same fund ... 
mentals are found emphasisad in all religions." Re­
ligion primarily implies freedom, and so beliefs 
should never be imposed. 

There are many other interesting and valuable 
ideas scattered throughou~ the discourses of 
Prof. Radhakrishnan, to w bich we oannot refer here 
owing to oonsiderations of space. We cannot, how. 
ever, bring this review to a olose without reoording 
what our impression is as we go through his writ­
ings. The noblest feature about Prof. Radhakriehnan 
is his catholicity. This we notioe not only in the 
variety of material he has handled, but in the very 
attitude of his mind. His temper is extremely healthy 
and we hope it would impart its own warmth to 
all who come under its influenoe. 

PBATAPAGIRI RAHAMURTL 

THE TWELFTH IMAM. 
THE MAHDI OF ALLAH. THE STORYOF THE 

DERVISH MOHAMMED AHMED. By 
RICHARD A. BERMANN. (Putnam, London.) 
1931. 220m. 317p. 16/-

ACCORDING to Moslem belief some blessed seul is to 
visit this world to oomplete the work of spreading the 
religion of tbe green banner. The people who remain 
"Kalir" would be made believers in tbe Quran and 
the Prophet. "Mahdi of Allah" will be the title of 
tbe person coming to revive tbe mission of the Pro­
phet and he will be known as tbe twelfth Imam. 
Certain qualities would differentiate the Mahdi from 
the rest of tbe orowd and many shrewd men from 
various Islamio oountries have tried to exploit tbis 
religious belief by proolaiming themselves as the ex­
peoted Mahdi. But the one, whose biograpby the pre­
.ent volume before us Is, was by far the greatest of 
all these pseudo-prophets of tbe Moslem faith. For, 
this very Mahdi had established an order of what 
may be termed ."ultra·puritans" of Ielam and had 
conquered with his puritan soldiers who were not 
allowed even to smoke "nearly a fourth 
of the area of Africa." Jehad or religious war 
W88 declared on all those who refused to believe in 
tbis Mahdi and to orown his adventures, he killed the 
English General Gordon sent against the group of 
rebels as the followers of tbe Mahdi were oalled. And 
yet the allthor of this book as also those assooiated 
with its English presentation (because they are all 
lIOn-believers? ) do not reoognise the claim of the 
Dervieh Mohammed Abmed to the sublime title of 
Mahdi of Allah I 

A young Dervish boy '19'88 driven out of his 
master's house for revolting openly against 
bim. The master happened to be the ohief of the 
"S~mmaniya Tarika" amongst the Dervishos_ sub. 
leot of the emall soct. The pages of tbis book des­
oribe how this very hoy rose to the highest place in 
Islam-next only to that oooupied by the Prophe~ 
and for a time established an order of rulers from 
amongst his followers. And all this by sheer foroe of 
his life of poverty and penanoe. Of oourse he knew 
how to handle the fanatical Muslims and he used his 
&kill in exploiting their energies to aohieve one ideal 
vi .. , to be aocepted by the world as the Mahdi of 
Allah. During his life-time he was quite suocessful 
-nay he made his follow81"s believe tbat suooesa 

oame to him unsought; because WL~' it' not the' 
Prophet's mission that he ''19'88, OB1'I'yfng out, 
They knew also that the aohievementBof. the Mabdi 
were without any speoial exertion of his prowess 
with which. they believed, he was endowed ever sinoe 
he was a child. Otb_ise how oould Hie Exoellenoy 
C.G. Gordon be killed by the followers of the Mahdi ~ 

Khartoum was the place where General GordoR 
had to faoe the Mahdi's armies. In fact it 'was the 
rebels who had marched towards Khartoum with· a 
desire to capture it. The Mahdi was so sure of his 
sucoess, so confident of his own Divine mission, tha' 
he had to the last minute tried to oonvert Gordon to 
Mabdism. "You should pity your own soul first" 
wrote the Mahdi to' Gordon "and save itfrom the anger 
of its Creator and make it the follower of a true religion." 
Along with this ultimatum was 'presented to Gordolt 
the full uniform of the Mahdi sect, the patched shirt. 
the turban and the belt. But unfortunately for Gor­
don the Mahdi was sucoessful and Khartoum was in 
the hands of the Dervishe'sfollowers. Gordon '19'89 in 
the hands of the Mahdi, but not tbe living Gordon; his 
head was taken to the Dervish camp as a trophy of tbe 
suooessful capture of Khartoum. All this. story of. 
tbe success of tbe Mahdi has been told in a very for­
ceful and attraotive style by the author and the 
book makes interesting reading. It has . rightly 
beel!. called "A Drama of the Sudan" and every 
thing narrated in it is based on bistorical evidenoe. 
A list of books wbich form the main source' 
of material that the author has so ably put togetber 
is given at the end of the book. The author has als()­
added to his knowledge by touring the country 
.. hera the Mahdi won glorious battles. He 
interviewed many people of eminence wbo coulel 
give oontemporary information about the Divine 
hero whose life has been here presented to the 
world. The author deserves oongratulations for 
having oontributed a chapter ou Sudan to modern 
history. Of British acoounts of tbe conquest we 
have many; but unlike most of them, this ia 
unbiassod, the author being a German, who has, it ill 
evident from the book, taken special pains to paint 
the characters as faithfully as is humanly possible. 

SHRIPAD R. TIKEKAR. 

SHORT NOTICES. 
A HANDBOOK OF PRACTICAL AND WRITT· 

EN WORK IN ECONOIVIICS. Y E. C. 
BHATTY. (The Indian Press, Ltd., Allahabad.) 
1930. 21cm. 165p. 

THrs handbook by is an interesting attempt to 
get together the results of investigations oarried 
on by young men in the Intermediate classes under 
the guidanoe of their teachers. As a preliminary 
means of interesting the young in the life about them 
the method followed is really welcome. But· 
great oare ahould be taken before olaiming any· 
serious value from a scientifio standpoint for the 
results of suoh amateurish aotivities. Real economic 
studies require maturer minds and experienoe of 
human nature both of whioh oannot be found in th .. · 
fresh men' who enter the portals of our colleges or, 
Universities. 

Mr. Bhatty claima that the "practioal work was. 
intended.to provide a background and a foundation for 
the right understanding of the theory." But it is difli-. 
oult to find how far the investigations of the type sug- . 
geBted, oarried on by young and inexperienced people,. 
can provide any reasonable background. The reviewer 
has grave doubts about the utility of teaching Eoona. 
mios at the Intermediate stage and this doubt has 
been considerably oonfirmed by the performances of 
the oandidates at the examinations. Mr. Thompson of 
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"1he Allahabad University who provides a foreword 
to. $he book is careful to add that this work oan be 
1IIIeful if properly done. But that is exactly the most 
diffiouUpoint. ThePunjah Board of Economio Inquiry 
bad to appoint and train investigators to do similar 
work, and the idea of getting the young undergradu­
ate to do field work seems to he a very ambitious and 
P~ibly s futile endeavour. 

But when all is said, Mr. Bhatt,. must be congra­
tulated on this booklet for he has shown in some 
degree that it is po~sible to interest the you ng student 
in the economic life of the people around him. 

- a V.ATYA& 

RAJA-YOGA OR OCCULTISM. By H. P. 
BLAVATSKY. (Theosophy Company [India) Ltd .. 
51, . Esplanade Road, Bombay. J 1931. 19 em. 
132p. Re.l. 

This booklet isa collection of articles on 'True Oocul­
tism' written by ·H. P. Blavatsky. Raja-Yoga or 
Occultism is not magio, hypnotism, or any other 
black scienoe. but a scientific process for the unfold­
ing and realisation of self. This needs a rigorous 
discipline of both m.ind and body without which 
-no progress is possible. This is an exhaustive and 
comparative study of occultism as prevalent. in 
different Oriental and Western countries. The 
dialogues are very penetrating and instructive. 

N.S.S. 

~isttllant.O'us .. 
USE OF LATHlS BY THE POLICE. 

MADRAB ADVOCATES' VIEW. 
'1' H E legality -of the use of lathis and oanes by 
1. the police is discussed in a reasoned statement 
issued hy some of the leading Advooates of Madras. 
They say: • 

In view of the many inquiries whioh are being 
made -about the legality of the use of lathis and canes 
by the Police in dispersing picketers and crowds in 
the city and elsewhere and in obedience to tbe re­
ference made to us by the Cquncil of the Madras Advo­
cates' Assooiation, we deemed it necessary to take 
coullsel together, and we have resolved to issue the 
following concise statement:-

1. The .Ordinances recently promulgated do not 
confer any new powers upon the Police in respect 
of the use of, foroe for the dispersal of unlawful 
assemblies or assemblies of five or more persons 
likely to cause B dislurbapce of the public peace. 

2. Seotion 128, Criminal Procedure Code, is the 
only provision for the use of force in the dispersal of 
assemblies. 

The assemblies that can be dispersed under that 
Baotion are :-

Ca> unlaw-ful assemblies, that is, assemblies of 
five or more_persons whose common oQject is as stated 
in Seotion 141 I. P. Code. 

Cb> assemhlies of five or mar" persons likely to 
oause disturbance of the publio peace. 

3. Before foroe is used to disperse the as.embly, 
it must have refused to disperse on being oommanded 
to disperse or without being 80 commanded it should 
have oonducted itself in such a manner as to show 
a ddtermination not to disperse. 

, "An individual or lin auembly of lees thllR 
'five persons oannot be dispersed by th8 11118 of force 
under Seotion 128, Criminal Procedure Code. Baning 
prevention. under Section 149, Criminal :Procedure­
Code, _ the mambers at Buoh assembly oan only b&­
arrested for ant offence of Which they mllY be 
guilty. . , 

5. An assemblY' of five or more persons ollrry­
ing on picketing {lesr a place of business has now be­
oome an u nlawf1l1 assembly 118 suoh pioketing is an 
offence under Ordinance V of 1932. _ 

An assembly of picketers less than five oannot 
be dispersed by force under Sel'tion 128. 

6. Persons present by acoident or from ouriosity­
alone without taking part in the proceerlings are not 
guilty of the offeltce of being members of an unlawful 
assembly, or of an assembly liable to be-·dispersed. 

7. Pioketers less in number than five and .. 
orowd of mere sightseers cannot be regarded as to­
gether constituting an unla",f~l assembly justifyin& 
the use of force. 

8. More than five persons whose common objeot 
is picketing,'if they distribute themselves so as .• Dot 
to form one assembly, cannot be dispersed by force 
either in the plaoes in which they are picketing or 
after being driven together. 

9. The degree of force which may be lawfully 
used in the dispersal of an assembly depende upon th& 
nature of the assembly and the force must always be 
strictly moderated and proportioned to the oiroum­
stances of the case and to the end to be obtained, 
namely diapersal. 

10. Eyen persons forming members of an un­
lawfulll8sembly or an assembly commanded to dis­
perse oughll not to be plGSued and belaboured with 
latbis if they are dispersing. 

11. Even when there is an unlawful assambly. 
surrounding an offender and belabouring him or beat­
ing him after he f./llls down, with a cane or with a 
lathi by way of punishment, is [eyond the power of 
the police. 
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