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Change of Government. ] ‘ )
THE financial crisis in Great Britain has preci-
pitated a change of government. It is not yet known
definitely which Liabour Ministers will be forced
ont of the Cabinet and which representatives of the
other two parties admitted to it. But it is clear that
the new Ministry will be much less radical than the
present and will have to face the determined opposi-
tion of a large majority of the Labour membere at
prosent sitting in the House of Commons. The pre-
sent Parliament cannot therefore. long eontinue, and
in fact & dissolution is expected early in October, If
80, the Round Table Conference on India will proceed
with its work under different auspices, eof which the
character cannot yet be precisely: determined There
is however no doubt that the changed atmosphere will
be generally-much less sympathetic to reform. . But
even the first Round Table Conference had to deal with
all the three pavties t ogether and not with the Labour
party slone, For, though Mr. MacDonald bad annou-
nced that the Government would on its own undi-
vided responsibility formulate messures -aftor the
conclusion of the R. T. C. in which the other parties
waere participating, it is well known that the Govern-
menb‘would in fact have propesed’ only such mes-
sures as in its judgment would be ‘acceptable to a
majority of members‘ of the other parties. The
present change in the * Gévernment and the future

change in Parliament - would nok therefore aﬁ'ect the J

fore,

proceedings of the second Round Table Conference
as much &s it otherwiss would have. ( As wé go to
press, we learn that Sir Samuel Hoare has taken the
place of Mr. Wedgwood Benn as the Indian Secre-
tary. In personal sympathies there is a world of

difference between the two, but nothing to which Sir_ -
Samuel Hoare was hostile had much of a chance be-
So the statement made by ug above does no;

need to be substantially altered. )
- * ‘. -

Mr. Devadhar’s Diamond Jubflée éelébration.

L

WE are glad to inform our readers that the
diamond jubiles celebration of Mr. G, K. Devadhar,
President, Servants of India Society, organizsed by the
Poona Seva Sadan Society on Frrds.y last, succeeded .
beyond expectation. The organisers had to worls,
under handicaps, not the least heavy of which was the
shortness of the time at their disposal for making
the necessary arrangements for the celebration and
for approaching the very wide circle of Mr. Deva~
dhar’s friends and admirers scattered all over the
land.- This 1led them originally to doubf
whether the purse fund would even amount to Rs,
5,000, Actually however it more than doubled thab
ﬁgure and . the purse presented to. Mr. Deva
dhar *contained. -a ‘cheque for Rs, 10,500-—an
eloquent testimony of his personal populanty and
the wide appeal that his work makes. The caontri-
butions have come from people of all classes snd
communities, the Viceroy and the Governor of
.Bombay, to mention only two from among the
official contributors, sending Rs, 100 and Rs, 200 res-
pectively. Mahatma Gandhi, in regretting his in-
ability to attend, sent a message which bore festimony
ta the admiration which he felt for Mr. Devadhar,
divided though they were by political differences.
The celebration began with a collective prayer for
long life to the object of the celebration, which must
have been taken part in by about 2000 persons. For
the congratulatory dinner in the course of the day
more than an equal number of people turned up.

. But the reaslly important function conneected with

the celebration was held in the afternmoon when
the presentation took place, Thig was preceded by
about two dozen appreciative speeches, the speakers
ineluding H. H. the Ranisabeb of Sangli,the

Chief of Ichalkaranji, who presided, Rev. J.
Mackenzie, Viece-Chancellor of the Bombay
University, Rao Bohadur R. R. Kale, M. L. O,

Mr, B. 8. Kamat, M. L, 0, Mr, N, C, Kelkar, Mr.
Rajbhoj, a leader of the depressed classes,~an outburst
of gratitude on his part must have been peculiarly
gratifying to Mr. Devadhar,~Professor Maydeo on-
behalf of the Indian Women’s University, and 1ast-
but not least, by Mr. Vaikunth L. Mehta, an apprecia-
tion of Mr, Devadhar by whom appears slsewhere in
this issue and will, we doubt not, be highly valued by
our readers, The speeches referred principally to

-
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Mr. Davadhar’s unlimited capacity for werk, hie
power of organieation and his wonderful gift for
attracting the affection and regard of his equals and
the devoted service of his juniors. By invitation he
visited that morning Prof. Karve's Hindu Widows'
Home—s . gister institution-where too laudatory
" gpeeches were delivered by some life-members of the
institution. A congratulatory meefing was arranged
the previous day ‘by the Bharat-Sneha-Samvardhak
Mandal, an sassociation having for its objeot the
"promotion of -good will among the people.

* * *

Com. Kenworthy on Indian Army Indianisation.

THE most notable spzech in ths India debats in
the Commons of July 31 last was the one by Com-
mander Kenworthy, He did his best to rouse the Bri-
tish democracy fo & sense of its duly in the matter of
Indianisation of the ammy in Indis. Reuter’s cabled
summsry represented him as having branded the
Chetwode propossls for an Indian Sandhurst as alto-
gether inadequate, -His full speech now svailablas in
this country shows fthat he went much furthar, Ha
piainly told his hearers that the bonx fides of the
British people would be judged in India by the man-

ner in which they would deal  with the problem of -

Indianising the Indian army. The average. annual
wastaga of officers by retirement, death, etc. in the
Indian srmy is 120; and if, as proposed by the Com-
mander-in-chief, & Military College with an annual
intake of 60 officers was set up in India, it would, ac-
cording to Com., Kenworthy, take as long as 70 yeara

" to officer the Indian army with Indian officers: Should
the capacity of.the College be doubled, complete In-
dianiation would not be brought about before the
Iapse of 35 years,

It should be noted that this does nof take
sccount of the prospective reduction of British
troops upon which the Dafence Sub-Committee
of the R. T, C, 1aid so much stress. If this wera
to proceed side by side with the substituiion of British
officers in the Indian army by Indian ongs, it is clear
that India’s requirements in the matter of the supply
of trained miilitary officers -would be greater. The

fact is, as pointed out by Com. Kenworthy.in the de-

hats as also earlier in his book Indig : A warning, that
ane Military College for the whole of indix will not
do, but that more than one such Coliege,~Com. Kon-
worthy says “saveral,”—are required to ba set up as soon
aa possible if the British Government is st all serious
about tackling the problem of Indianising the Indian
army., In this connection he warnzd the authoritiss
against & blind imitation of similar colleges in tha
West. He said:* The conditions ara sabsolutely
different in India, If you are Indianising the army,
for Heaven's sake Indianise the training.” We hope
the warning will hava the desired effect in tha proper
quarters.

Some Conservative diehards, willing to use
India’s inability to defend herself without British
aid a3 an ex:use for delaying the grant of sslf-
governmoant to India, ara opposed to any aczeleration
of the pace of Indianisation, Com. Kenworthy,
while thoroughly disapproving of their reasoning in
such a8 viciocus circle, remarked: * We shall really
‘have to tackle this matter asan emerganey question.
When we neaded officers for our own Army ia the
War we did notsat up elaborate Sandhursts or Wool-
wiches. We tiok them and trained them and sant
thsm to the front ... All thisconplicated training is
quite unnacessary. ” He also dismissad sll talk about
Indian soldiers baslinging to different eommunaities
not serving alongside one another as “utter bunkum®.

Com, Kenworthy'’s spesch-will we ara sure serveas

an eye-opener to those military pundits who do not

regard army Inlianisation as at all possible within
any period of time they can think of.
’ * +* *

Postal Retrenchment.

THE exhaustive memorandum regarding retrench-
ment in the Post and Telegraph Dapartment submitted
by the All-India Postal and R M., S. Union to the
Retrenchment Advisory Committea of the Dapart«
ment affords one more proof of how when the naed
for retrenchment is falt the msxe invariably comes
down on the subordinate staff. The Incheape Com-
mittee whioh sat eight yearsago found that while the
number of officers in the Dapartment had increased
by 32 per cent that of the other staff had risen only
by 17 per canf. Itresommendad 88 officers to be
retrenched which would have effacied an annual sav-
ing of six Iakhs. In stead of carrying out this very
wholesome suggestion of the Committee, ths Depart-
ment retrenched 3 per cent of the subordinate staff
which included such low-paid employe:s as sorters
and postman and memboers of the lower ranks. While
the recommendations ina similar sense of two
further official inquiries were disregarded, no seruples
wore felt in the matter of effecting oconsiderable
retrenchment in the lower staff. d

But to come to the present. campaign for
retrenchment., When reports about the necessity
of cutting dowa depsrtmental expenditure reached
the Union, like the Rasailwaymen's Federation,
it suggested that whatever retranchment proposals
the Department wanted to frame should first be
discussad with representatives of recognised Unions
of the departmental employess.. But thesuggestion ap-
parently failed to commend itself to the authorities.
Even a much more moderate request for a copy of
the retrenchment proposals that may be department-
ally submibted to the Advisory Committee also shared
the same fate. No wonder if any action bised on
such one-sided proposals eventually [ails,as in the
case of the subordinate rallway employees, to win the
approval of the subordinate staff where, according to
the informsation containel in this memorandum,
there is no scope for retrenchment. So far as this
part of the departmental establishment is concerned;
the Union coatends oa the strength of opinions
expre;sed by some official co nmittees themsalves that
in view of the heaviness of the work and the absence of
adequabe provision for the usual leave reserve
post offices ars as a matter of fact undermanned, se
that any retrenchment in that direction will mean
sacrifica of the- dapirtmental effisiency, which will
ultimately react prejudicially o its servica to the
publie. But the Unilon does not cdntent itself by in-
dulging marely in destructive criticism. It suggests
that the top-heavy expenditure should be cut down
both by reducing the number of officers and also
their salaries, and even mantions the posts thak can
be conveniently retronched. We hope these proposals
will be carefully considered by the Re‘renchment Ad-
visory Commitfes so that the-n:cessity for fetranch-
ing the subordinate staff m1y ba minimised as much
as possible, if no% altogether averted.

R » 7 * b

The Hyderabad Herald, ' . .

WE have pleasure in wélcoming to the ranks of
Indian journalism the Hyderabad Herald which will
maka its appasrancs every Monday from Madras and
which will be edited by Mr. Syed Asadullah, Our
weleomsa ig all the warmer Qwing to thebroadminded-
ness of the attitude the papar will adopt on the sub-
ject of communalism, Its attitude with regard to
communal matters iy thus explained in the firsk.
ispue :— . :

Woare no bellevers in eommunalism. (ommunalism,
in our opinion, has always stogdin the way of our pali-
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tioal progress. It has more than often misdirected our
energy and has counsequently prolonged our subjection.
It bas never succeeded either in awakening or in rais-
ing the economisc condition of the masses eXcept that
it bas served as an effective weapon in the handsof a
few exploiters. The Muslims in India have particularly
been serious wiotims of this epidemic. They have been
sometime carried away by a feeling of brotherhood
for their community at homs ard some time for their
- goreligionists abroad, Divided between commuralism
and pan-Islamism they have often failed to oontribute to
the development of their national life ... They do not
realize that they have lost their traditional vitality,
and that their pan-Islamio idealis now no morea force
of niversal brotherhoed as in days of old and that it iy
nothing beyond a happy idea to keep them exultant and
decsived and thus inake them eide-track the real patb,

This right path for the Muslims, in our opinion, lies
neither in the increase in the namber of their representa-~
tives nor in their seouring of weightage in oouneils; it
lies—and lies very definitely—in their * efficiency ® which
they can get only through their joint struggle for a com-
mon ocause along‘with their sister communities, If thus
they learn to liye and die for a common cause and adapt
themselves to the modern covditions of life, we need
hardly assure them that they will have no fear of being
superseded by the majority coommunities in this country.
The case of a handful of Englishmen governing a huge Bri-
tish Empire or the Musiims, less than a orore in number,
having ruled over India for several hundred years, is
quite eunough to establish the validity of the theory of
effioiency. Constitutions may eome and go, can be made
and unmade, can be built up or smashed aliogether any
day or any moment if the Indian Muslims form them.
selves into an efficient group snited to the existing con-
ditions of life.

The name of the paper gives ground to suppose
that it will devote itself largely to Indian States’
affairs, We hope that in dealing with them it will
chempion the cause of the- subjects of Indian
States rather than that of their rulers. If the paper
is conducted on these lines we have mno doubb it
will kave & career of great usefulness before it.

* * *

Serious Situation in Junagad State.

AN account of the hard times through which the
Hindus in Junagad State are at rresent passing prin-
cipally owing to the communsl prejudice of tke
State authorities bas recently reached us. It is not
the fact of the Hindus being the victims of this offi-
cial bigh-handedness that induces us to draw pointed
attenticn to the bappenings in the State, o far ss
we are concerned, the communal eharzcter of the sad
events is quite beside the point. Whether it is the
Birdus that are victimised By the Mehomedan
ruler, a&s is eaid to be the case in Junsgad or whe-
ther it is. the Mahcmedans that are so treated by the
Hindu ruler, as is alleged to be happening in Kashmir,
are matters with which we are not in the least con-
cerned. The fact that such Lappenings as form part
of the acccunh published by the Junagad Hindu
Praja Mandsl are possible in these civilised times
is, it scems fo us, 8 matter of disgrace as much to the
Stai_:e adminisration as to the Paramcunt Power
which is supposed to stand between the State subicots
and oppression and misrule. The insecurity of life
and prorerty in the State in consequence of ruch bhap-
penings is shcwn by the large numbers of Hindus
that are leavirg the State, eventhe Chief Judge who
harpenstote a Hindu being forced to join in the
Hindu excdus as a result of the receirt by him of
threatening letters. The acecunt of the assessina-
tion of the five Hindus at Vérawal, which, if the
Mandal is tote believed, seems to have been pre-

arranged, sounds like fiction and appears at first sight

to make a too heavy demand onone's credulity, But

the allegations are of such s rerious character that -
no one who knows the consequences of his action

would think of making them light-heartedly. But
whether, as alleged, the Hindusin the State are being

terrcrized and oppressed with official connivance, if

not with official support, we cannot help regarding
their demand for sn impartial and independent in-

quiry into recent happenings in the State as emi-
nently reasonable. The requirements of the situation
will not be met by a mere official contradiction,
as a result perhaps of some whitewanshing inquiry,
which will of course not command public confidence.
What is necessary to reassura the public mind is a
rearching inguiry by an imparfial tribunal which
chould be set up without further losz of time,

* * *

Bombay Industries Depariment in 1930-3r1.

ONE of the questions framed by the Bombay
Retrenchment Committee tries to ascertain public .
opinion with regard to the possible abolition of the
Industries Department. It is of course undeniable
that in the existing state of the Government’s finances
there is little likelihcod of the Department having
much scope in the near future for extending the
sphere of its work. Buf its abolition on that grourd
would, it is feared, be strongly resented by publie
opinion- For even if the Department be unable ta
extend its activities, there is little doubt that the
work it is able t0 do under the present circumstances
is widely appreciated, Of this the report of the Depart-
ment for 1930-31 furnishes several "instance:, Teo
mention only one or two, it is reported that the
estimates preparcd by the Department For the conduct
of several emall-scale industries were fourd very
useful by & number of small investors who could not
afford suitable consultants, Similarly the technicsl
advice it gave in regard to fhe prcoesses of manu-
facture in some cases was found to be of much
practical geod. It is generslly believed that there is
much field for cottage industriesin this as in other
presidencies. But owing to want of funds the
Department could not do much by way «f investiga-
tion into their possibilitics. So far 8s this presidency
is concerned, the principal cottage industry, sz the
rerort points ouf, is hand weaving, It is estimated by
the Department thet there are nearly 1000 centres
where this industry is carried on and cloth
worth Rs. 414 crores manufactured. Durirg the
year the Department very properly concentrated
its attention onthis and sllied industries. It triedl
to rpopularise improved appliances and nade
itself useful to the industry even in other ways. The
good it was able to dowill of course take time to
manifest itself in the improvement, both qualitative
and quantitative, of the manufactured goods. It appears
from the report that this presidency sffords much
scope fur the manufacture of vegetable ghee and
glass bangles, the imports of the former amounting
nesrly to Rs 6414 lakhs’ worth and the imports of the
Iatter into this Presidency being half of those for the
whole country. That Indians skould not come for-
ward to capture this large market by prcducing these
articles in requisile quantities is unfortunate. So
far as vegetable ghee is concerned, the result
of the indifference of Indisns is going to be that
* another non-Indian firm, with infernational resour-
ces end interest ” will step into the field. We heard
a little while age abouta scheme for the starting
of a vegetable gkee factory in Poons, but do not
kncw how fer it has since progressed. That is & ven-
ture which the Department should do its best to en-
courage,

» » »
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MAHATMA AND GOVERNMENT.

ITH the publication by Mahatma Gandhi of his
charge sheet and with the answering publica-
tion by the Government of its defence, it

seemed at one time as if all hope of an amicable
settlement between the two was at an ond and that a
revival of civil disobedience could not be long stayed.
But just when the aspect of affairs appeared most threat-
ening, an announcement was made that Mahatma
Gandhi had sought an interview with the Viceroy and
that it was not altogether unlikely that as & result
of it the Mahatma might yet sail for England, and
that in post-haste by the first available steamer, The
Viceroy's rteply to Gandhiji’s letter of the 14th
inst.,, which savoured somewhat of an ultimatum,
asking whether the truce was to beregarded as having
terminated, and warning that in the absence of ade-
quate relief forthcoming “defensive measures” would
be necessary, did not sound to our ears as particularly
conciliatory. On the other hand it seemed to ug rather
stiff. To the pointed query whether the settlement
was going to be regarded by the Government as
at an end, the Viceroy gives no direct answer, but
says, “ The settlement involved no suspension or
sbrogation of the ordinary law and left complete
discretion to the Government of India to pursue
the policy they have hitherto followed fo restrict
action to the requirements of the specific situation
and in particular to avoid resort to spacial measures
80 far as this is possible. But so far as this action
may relate to the activities of the Congress, its nature
and extont must depend primarily on the nature of
these activities snd the Government of India are
unable to fefter their discretion or that of Local
Governments in this respect,’” This answer would
appesar to most people as harsh and stern, Mahatma
Gandhi, however, was able to put upon it a favour-
able construction, “I do not consider the Viceroy’s
reply to be at all bad or disappointing’, he declared,
and interpreted it to mean that the Government too
on its side wanted the truce to continue. In asking
for an audience of the Viceroy also, ho underlined the
plea which he had put forward before, that an arbitra-
tion or other tribunal was not altogether indispens-
able, and that he would accept any other means
which promised to give reasonable satisfaction to the
Congresss. So much emphasis was 1aid on this point
that the headlines in newspapers announced that
the demand for an inquiry had been abandoned by
the Congress, and even Congress papers interpreted
this change in tone as a climb-down on the part of
the Mahatma, Thus was an oceasion whioh in other
hands would have provoked angry controversy utilised
by Gandhiji fo promote an understanding |

What the issue to these oconversations will

be is not known &t the time of writing. But we
may briefly express our own view as to what is
regarded by both parties to this disputs as a
question of outstanding importance. Particular
breaches of the terms of the settlement, though
important, are to Mahatma Gandhi of small
moment by the side of the Bardoli question, In his

article in Young India, appropriately headed  The
Real Issue,” he says: “ In spite, however, of my be-
lief that Provincial Governments had committed
serious breaches of the settlement, I was prepared, so
far as my departure for London was conoerned,
to be satisfied merely with securing relief in the mat-
ter of the Bardoli collection under coercion.” In
the Bardoli question he felt that a great principle was
at stake, the principle being no other than that the
Congress must be regarded as representative of the
Indian community and must be used as an agency for
recovering land revenue which was withheld by
people in pursuance of the Congress agitation, This
claim is regarded by the Government as nothing
short of a complets supersession of their own suthority
and to eoncede it is to them no less than an abdication
of their functions., As we have said before, the claim
on either side can be pushed too far, and no solution
would be possible if attention were concentrated upon
the correct theoretical position. The best way is to
fake & commonsense view of the matler, leaving
legal trappings on one side. And when this is done,
the Congress standpoint can be easily understood.

So far as the letter of the settlement of March 5th
is concerned, no farther obligation rested upon the -
Congress, in the matter of recovering land revenue °
demand, than to discontinue “the movement for the
non-payment of land revenue and ofher legal dues™
ag provided for in § 5 (2). The obligation wasof a
negative kind : it was not to carry on the no-tax
campaign. The Congress did not andertake o recover
the whole or a part of the dues or even to give help
in such recovery. But Mahatma Gandhi took & largaer
view of his duty than was strictly necessary. He went
sbout and advised the peasantry to pay up their dues;
he urged and exhorted them to do so. Ashe now claims
for the Congress the status of being an intermediary
betwoen the Government and the whole country, so
he undertook on behalf of the Congress the performance
of those duties towards the Government which the
Government expected the counfry at large to perform.
If his coneaption of the rights of the Congress was
unduly wide and spacious, so was his conception
of its duties. He used the Congress egency to
collect Rs, 19,00,000 out of the current dues of Ra,
20,00,000 in Sura$ district, when he need not have
used the agency to collect a pie. He could as well
haveleft the revenue officials to their own resources.
Undoubtedly they would have been ableto colleot the
dues by employing cosrcive processes. Such processes,
however, would necessarily have embittered the feel-
ings of the people who had just ceased their anti-
Government activities, with an imminent danger of
these sctivities recrudescing in one shapa or other.
Mahatma Gandhi would still have bean able to claim
that be had observed the Ietter of the agresment, inas-
much as any such activities could be attributed to
economic distress rather than to hostility to Govern-
ment, : :
But (Gandhiji considered that this would ba
contrary to thespirit of the settlement, and the observ -
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ance of the spirit, according to him, required that he
who had prompted the civil disobedience movement
should, on a promise of cessation of the movement,
make bimself responsible for bringing about results
which would have naturally followed had no such
movement been started. He therefore used his unique
influence with his followers, not merely in dissuad-
ing them from the non-psyment of their dues, but in
persuading them to make the payment, and
he did so by effecting a radical change in
the aftitude of the people towards the Government.
In thus persuading the peasantry he had to promise
them that the Government would use no coercion if
they of their own accord honeetly paid what they
could. And suchaun sppeal to their consoience did
in fact succeed in the realisation of almost all the
ourrent dues. The same earnest effort was made to
collect arrears of revenue too : but if, in spite of all
such efforts on ths part of the Congress, arrears could
not be collected in full, is it not the obvious duty of
. Government, dictated by commonsense no less then
moral considerations, that they should consult the
Congress workers before setting coercive prooesses in
motion? This is rot a matter of legal or theoretical
right at all ; but the first instinot of any one with a
spark of imagination would be to run to the Congress
agency for that co-operaiion which had made these
processes unnecessary so far. That the processes
were, however, brought into requisition over the
heads of the Congress workers Ieaves in our minds no
doubt that the local officials were unable to forget
that those who were now offering their co-operation
were at one time their enemies, whoze power must be
broken. They would indeed have liked, as Mahatma
Gandhi says, torecover s small part of the current
dues without reference to the Congress rather than
recover nearly the whole dues through the Congress.
Itis this spirit which, Gandhiji contends, and rightly,
is in flat conftradiction to the spirit which oughi to
permeato thoss who are genuinely anxious to carry
out the settlemenf, That is where the breach of the
agreement mainly comes; and is more inexcusable
than its violation in any particular instances quoted
by Mahatma Gandhi;

‘We therefore cannot resist the conolusion that
Msahatmas Gandhi’s complaint is substantially justi-
fied. To say this, however, is not to admit the
validity of his reasoning that he cannot for that
reason sttend the R. T, C. The Conference is intended
to make both civil disobedience for the attainment
of political power and a pact for its cessation
unnecessary in the future. That a pact entered into
for the purpose of liquidating the recent civil disobe-~
dience movement was not observed by the bureau-
eracy does not render the Conference whick is
expected to result in putting permanent constitutional
checks on the bureaucracy less urgent but much
more urgent. Far from abstaining from the Con~
ference, Mahatma Gandbishould have been led by
the breach of truce to strengthen his resolve to make a
complete success of the Conference, Nor does its
success or ill-success depend uponthe will of the
officials who have been guilty of belrayal to the

spirit of their pledges., The betrayal indeed would
put the enemies of Indian aself-government in
England so grievously in the wrong that it would
only tend to make the ultimate success greater than
it otherwise would be. The Indian Sncial Reformer
has put this point exceedingly well: The purpose
of the Round Table Conference is to devise
a system of government which would make
abuses of all kinds, irrespective of the Pact, perma-
nently impossible in"the future. *“The present com-
plaints were additional arguments which the
Congress delegation might and should have urged in
furtherance of that purpose. They were, therefore,
raasons for strengthening and nof for withdrawing
the delegation. To generalise from the action of the
Bombay and even the Indian (overnment is wrong,
because the Round Table Conference is called solely
with the purpose of setting up a responsible system in
their place. ThHe withdrawal of the Congress deloga-
tion on the ground that officials in several places .
have failed to observe the spirit of the Delhi Paoct,
strikes us as sacrificing the mesans of achieving a
permanent reform to the faeeling of annoyanoe—per-
feotly legitimate in the circumstances—at a tempo-
rary discomfiture.” But we trust that Gandhiji will,
a9 generally expected, decide to go to England, and
we therofore refrain from pursuing this line of
criticism.

MR. GOPAL KRISHNA DEVADHAR.
AN APPRECIATION.

T is with a certain amount of hesitation that I pen
" these few lines- offering the felicitations of my
co-workers and myself to Mr. G, K. Devadhar on
the completion of sizty years of a life most nobly
lived. My hesitation is due to the fact that I look
upon Mr. Devadhar as my guru in more spheres than
one of publie life, and it is against traditions for a
pupil to sing the praises of the preceptor during his
life-time. However, the occasion prompis me te
ignore tha tradition. The celebration of his own
diamond jubilee nearly coincides with the celebration
of his silver jubilee as a Servant of India with an un-
interrupted career of twenty-five years, if not more,
dedicated wholly to the service of the country.

Of the spheres of public activity where ocircums-
stances have brought Mr. Devadhar and myself to-
gether, the most ‘prominent is the co-operative move-
ment, It is his first love and, if one mayjudge by his
reawakened enthusiasm inrural reconstruction, it will
ba his lasting love, whatever his co-workers in the
Seva Sadan may say. With most of Mr, Devadhar’s
co operative activities I have been so closely associat.
ed that it would be improper for me to assess the
value of his achievements in the field.. Without any
fear of eontradiction I can say, however, that Mr.
Devadhar has been a pioneer in several directions in
the co-operafive movement itself, He wag one of
the first in India to realise the need for the syste-
mabic training of the members and secretaries of
village societies, and the humble beginnings he made
in the organization of training classes led to the
foundation in Bombay of the Co-oporative Inatitute,
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the educational activities of which extend over the
whole of this Presidency. Mr. Devadhar was thus
one of the founders of the Co-operative Institute which,
if not today, will in course of time be the instrument
through which the de-officialization of the movement
will be sscured and co-operators ,will be able to
mould the policy of the movement. But Mr. Deva-
dhar’s vision was not confined to this Presidency, and
it was he who first conceived the idea of bringing to-
gother in an All-India organization the central
institutes and apex federations in different provinces.
And there is another field of co-operative activity
where too Mr. Davadhar is a pioneer. It is he who
first preached the gospel of co-operation among
industrial workers and started societies for those
engaged in factory labour and other manual workers.
If co-operation is now recognized as an essantial
part of welfare work the credit for the initial attempts
in that direction goes to Mr, Devadbar., There is one
characteristic of Mr. Devadhar’s co-operative activi-
ties—as probably of other branches of his publie life—
to which I cannot help referring here. I have
seen  Mr., Devadbar presiding at and guiding
distinguished gatherings of co-operative experts
agsembled in the provincial confercnces. I have also
watched him preside at and guide meetings of humbler
folk” held in village chavdis. To Mr, Devadhar his
work at the one is as important as at the other, and
to the meeting of the village society he devotes the
pame attention, studies the problems in the same
interest and extends his help in the same meagure as
he would in respect of the more distinguished and
vaster gatherings.

Tt is not only in the sphere of co-operation that
Mr. Devadhar has been a pioneer. He is one of the
earliest of workers in the field of social sarvice. He
is one of the founders of the Social Service League of
Bombay, one of the first institutes of itstype in India,
but his active interest in the cause of social service
commenced even earlier. And during these last
twenty-five years and more he has always been to the
fore in organizing measures for relief of those in
distress, wherever there have been fires, floods and
famines. He is a recognized expert in handling
problems of relief, as deft in this line as he is in
conducting campaigns against diseases and even
death when epidemios like cholera, plague or in-
fluenza levy a heavy toll of human lives, And the
greater the miseries, the keener is Mr. Devadhar’s
desire to succour; that is why heis looked upon ag an
old and trusted friend of the depressed and sup-
pressed classes.

The cause of women he has made peculiarly his
own. Mbaharashira has had the good fortune of
having possessed a succession of thinkers and leaders
who preached nearly half a century ago the gospel of
equality between woman and man, and held that with-
out the eooperation of women India could not rise in
the scale of nationalism. Without meaning any dis-
res)ech to the memory of Agarkar, Mahadev Govind
Ranade and Gopal Krishna Gokhale, one may eay
that what these forerunners preached it was left to
Erof, D. K. Karve and Mr. Devadhar to put into practice.

The peculiarity of Mr. Devadhar's service to the cause
of women consists in this, that he has passed beyond
the stage of schools and colleges for women as his
interests lie less in the academio field. He wants to
make women—girls, married women, widows and
others—serviceableto the community instead of being
a drag on it in the economio sense, From being social
parasites he wishes to transform the wonderful energies
they possess for the uplift of the nation and for the
service of the community, and the Ssva Sadan is the
process of thus mwakening them to their duty to
society or to a renewed interest in life. Mz, Devadhar
brought light and hope into numerous homes in Poona
and other centres in Maharashtra, He has brought joy
and happiness not only into the drab lives of widows
and friendless women but also into the lives of those
better placed in the world, those who miss the zest of
life because of the mbsence of opportuaities for the
service of gooiety. What work can be nobler than
this?

In going about with the begging bowl for the
cause of women and for other causes, Mr, Devadbar
hag made himself famous, not notorious, all over India.
Begging for a public cause has been developed into &
fine art by Maharashtrians and when Swarajya comes
and the titles he now enjoys disappear, Mr. Devadhar,
along with Prof. Karve, deserves to be honoured with
the designation of the Beggar-General of India
Mr. Devadhar has kopt alive the traditions of the
Brahman calt not only in fhe effrontery—or is it
‘the holy joy?— with which he goes about in his beg-
ging missions, but he iz true to the traditions of his
birth in inculcating—not by words but by practice—
the ideals of service and self-sacrifice and by in-
spiring those who come in contact with him with
gome of his own infectious enthusiaym and zest for
work in the cause of the community. May he be spared
long—that is our prayer—to bring joy and happi-
ness into the lives of those low down in the scale of
humsnity and to inspire growing numbers of men
and women to noble endeavours. ‘

VAIRKUNTH L, MEHTA.

LABOUR IN INDIA.

RESULTS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION'S
ENQUIRY—V*

SEASONAL AND UNREGULATED FACTORIES,

OME special problems are presented by seasonal
S factories, i. ., the factories mainly employing
power machinery, open for a psrt of the year
only, and concerned for the most part with the handl-
ing of a particular crop as it becomes available,
The Factories Act makes little distinotion between
seasonal and non-seasonal factories, But in practice
the former enjoy latitude in matters of exemption
and eoforcement, the degrae of latitude varying from
province to province, This renders the law some-
what arbitrary and ambiguous, The Commission
have, therefore, come rightly to the conclusion that
the law should recognise more definitely the special

*Provious srticles in this series appeared in our issues of
July 2§ and 30, and August 6 and 13,
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position of seasonal factories and that the aim should
be to establish skandards which may not be identical
with those of perennial factories, but which will be
enforsed with as much vigour as is applicable to the
latter. The Commission were convinced of the fact
that workers are asked to work for excessive hours
when others are available to take their places if
necessary and that lit{le regard is paid to the statn-
tory requirements in respect of compensatory pay-
ment for overtime. It has been, therefore, recom-
mended that in seasonal faotories the present maxi-
mum working day of 11 hours and the maximum
working week of 60 hours should bs enforced, where-
as in respect of perennial factories a 10 hour working
day with 54 hours in a week is advocated. In view
of the Commission’s admission that 10 hours’ regular
‘work in a day in a mill or factory is a physical im-
possibility, their recommendation of an 11 hour day
is obviously inadequate and unsafisfactory. The
Commission’s recommendations with regard to pro-
vision of ventilation and the installation of dust-
-extracting machinery in cottorn ginneries require to
ba carried out immediately in view of the scandal-
ously unhealthy conditions obtaining in many of
them. Also it is desirable to require, as recommend-
ed by the Commission, the owners of seasonal facto-
ries in which women are employed in any process
creating an impure atmosphers, to set up some fem-
porary shelfer in the compound for their infants. It
is simply monstrous that babies of the working
class women should be allowed to be poisoned with
dust or fluff so that the capitalists may ba at liberty
to employ the cheaper labour of women. Seasonal
factories being widely scattered in rural districts,
their inspection presents special difficulties and in
the absence of proper inspection of these factories the
amendments in the Factories Act that may be made
with regard to them are likely to be evaded by the
owners. Not a few of these factories are left without
a vigit by the inspecting staff even once in a year.
Therefore, the suggestion made by the Commission
that selocted officers of the grade of deputy collector
or sub-divisiona] magistrate be given a short in-
fensive training, should prove helpful in overcoming
the difficulties sbout inspaction to some extent.

Some industrial establishments have escaped
{egislative control, being outside the purview of the
Factories Act. The places most in need of such re-
gulation fall into two categories—those using power
machinery but employing less than 20 workers, and
those using no power machinery but employing a
substantial aumber of workers, It is estimated that
the number of industrial establishments employing
more than nine and less than twenty persons iz mnok
less than two thousand. The Commission recom-
mend the general extension to them of only a fow
sactions of the Factories Act. These sactions relate
to the powers of entry to inspectors, health and
safety, and penalties and procedure, Mr. Joshi and
Dewan Chaman Lall go & step further than their
colleagues and recommend that those sections of the
Factories Act relating to hours and the weskly rest
day should also be applied and extended fo all fac-

tories employing more than five persons. In view of
the large number of unregulated faotories at present
and the excessive hours of work in most of them the
adoption of this latter recommendation is quite neces-
sary. The Commission also advoocate that provin-

cial Governments ba given power to apply the sec-
tions specified above to similar places employing less
than 10 persons where they have reason to believe that.
the prevailing conditions constitute a dangerto life or

limb, The Commigsion mention the fact that & num-

ber of factories employing many more than 20 per-
sons egcape the provisions of the Aot by dividing the

workers into shifts. The provinoial Governments

have slready the powar to bring factories with 10 or
more workmen under the Faoctories Act. But time

has now come for the application of the Aot being

made compulsory.

Very fow of the tanneries come under the pre-
sent Factories Act, and the conditions prevailing in
the unregulated ones are simply abominable, As the
handling of skins and hides is obnoxious to most
castes, the workers in this industry come largely
from the depressed classes, The lack of adeguate
sanitary arrangements make these places even more
offensive than is inevitable from the nature of the
industry. The absence of adequate drainage, heaps
of evil-smelling refuse, pools of filthy water, absence
of washing arrangements and lack of latrine accom-
modation characterise the unregulated tanneries. The
workers have even to eat their food in the midst of
such surroundings. The hours are long, often 12, and
sometimes in excess of 12, and in the Madras Presi-
dency children of from 8 to 12 years as well as older
boys are employed. Their hours sometimes exceod
those of the adults and they recsive no additional
cash wages, but merely two dholis a yoar. The
Commission, therefore, rightly feel that the statubory
protection of the workers in this industry is essen-
tial beoause of the nature of the work and the class of
workers employed, which from long social tradition
is peculiarly powerleas to help itself,

P, G. KANEKAR.

A CITIZENSHIP CONTEST IN CANADA.

THE Times Oitawa correspondent gives an aceount
of an experiment on the part of the Colonisation
department of the Canadian National Railways
which cannob fail to inferest some of our eocial
workers engaged in rural reconstruotion work or in
civio education. The object of the experiment is to
bring about a close relationship between various
communities of Continental Hurcpean immigrants
and the older Canadian racial stocks but its results
gseem to have already had & wider significance, The
means adopted was to constitute a hoard of judges
consisting of two men, one of whom belonged to the
Iocal university, and one woman, familiar with rural
life and country work. At intervals the judges visited
the communities which had enkered for the contest
and made a survey of their progress in such mattera
as agricullure, social welfare and arts and hand-
icrafts. The attainments of the pupils at public and
high schools and of the students of the universitiea
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and agricuitural colleges snd the qualificstions of
teachers were taken into account, On the farma the
judges awarded marks according to the quality of the
buildings and general equipment, the cultivation of
fiolds and gardens, the quality and nmumbers of the
livestock and their feeding and management, Spaocial
consideration was given for pure-bred sires and the
pumber of farmers in each community who belonged
to cooperative organizations was noted as also the
numbers of agricultural boys® and girls’ clubs. Marks
wore also given for eooking, blacksmiths’ work,
carpentry, ragmaking, weaving, knitting, embroidery,
basket-weaving and.the like, as well as for musieal
and dramatic work and folk dancing. The aim of the
judges was to discover which community had taken the
grestest advantage of the natural resources availabie
and of the agencies provided by the Government for
the advancement of the social welfare of its members,

The experiment was begun last year with a com-
munity contest limited to thres Provinces and thres
prizes, the firat of two hundred pounds, the sescond of
hundred and the third of fifty, were offered for each
Provinca. The compstition was so sucoessful that
arrangements have been made to confinue it for at
least four years, and several municipal officials have
been studying how to improve the position of their
arens in the contests. And nob the least notable or
interesting result of this expsriment has besn to dissi-
pate doubts and prejudicas concerning the value of
certain communities of immigrants in the social 1if®
of the country.

R, R.

Ony Guropean Fetter,

(Fro OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. )
GENEVA, Avg, 1%,
THE SITUATION IN GERMANY,

A feeling of considerable relief is the immediste
reaction everywhere here to the failure of the
combined Nationalist and Communist assault
upon the Prussian Government last Sunday, If the
Referendum had succeeded, it would have overturned
the Prussian Government and severely shaken the
Government of the Reich, which is supported by
much the same combination of parties. A victory
for the extreme parties would have brought fo an
abrupt end all the present attempts to remedy the
(German financial situation and the displacement it
has produced in other monetary centres by normal
measures. It may now be possible for the Powers to
take some concerted action. But of what sort ? That is
the question.

In answering it several factors must be taken in-
to consideration. In the first place, aa’ the semi-offi-
cial Paris Temps has observed :

Itis a very disturbing faot that, even menaoced by
failure and bauvkruptoy, there should still be in Prussia
pvearly ton million people in favour ofa politioal up-
heaval, either asa Hitler dictatorship, which would im-
ply war, oras s Communist Diotatorship, whioh would
imply revolution. At tbe best it amounta so this, that in
dealing with Germany progresscan only be made with the

groatest foresighs and after all conceivahls precautions
have been taken, The Prussian people has not closed
the door to a wide policy of European co-operation. It
has shown that it prefers a Republican ¢oalition to
Fasovist or Communint adventures. That is a noteworthy
result but it would be dangercus to pretend that there
was abything more in it than that,

Other ¥French papers make the same sort of comment
and French opinion cannot be ignored in this connec-
tion, The Echo de Paris eays that oven if the Ger-
man people have recoiled at the prospect of war they
have equally recoiled at the idea of rapprochement
with Francefounded on the acknowledgment of ex-
isting treaties. It is admitted that the result is a
great gain in that it excludes the immediate likeli-
hood of further finanoial complications and does not
close the door to a policy of reason. But s warning
is everywhere nttered against underestimating the
diffiulties that lie ahead in the pursuit of this polioy.
THE BRITISH FINANCIAL POSITION,

The publication of the Report of the Economy
Commission in England revealing the serious budge-
tary position in that country and the fluctuations in
the exchange of the pound sterting ir these last few
days, notwithstanding the measures taken by the
Federal Reserve Bank, the Bank of France and the
Bank of England in conjunction .to safeguard its
position, have introduced a vastly complicating factor
into the international situation, Mr. MacDonaid’s
hasty interruption of his holiday to confer with Mr,
Snowden in London and his previous conversations
with Mr. Stimson while in Scotland have had the
effect of creating a great deal of uneasiness in the
public mind about the soundness of British finances
in the present crisis.

GERMANY'S FINANCES.

Competent observers cannot help asking them-
selves what really can be done {o save Germany and
of what avail exactly is the breathing space afforded
by the failure of the Refrendum. The financial
gituation of Germany is beyond repair, unless radical
changes in war debt and reparations psyments fall-
ing little short of cancellation are contemplated,
snd assuming that these changes are somehow
brought about, what is the result apt to bet The
answer forces itself that a confident Germany, re-
lieved of her financial embarrassments and possessed of
a renovated industry and flourishing commerce, will
proceed to assume her proper place in the political
system of Europe, that very place which she fought
for in the Great War, impatient of the existing order
and breaking through the network of existing trea-
ties. On the other hand, if Germany were left to
herself in her present condition, things simply cannok
continue to be what they are or have been. One or
the other extreme parl:y..Faseism or Communism,
will soon get the upper hand and proceed to revolu-
tioniee the country by pulling the existing social
order to pieces and rebuilding it according to a new
plan. What that plan will be it is impossible to say
but that it will be revolutionary is certain. The way
of escape from this dilemma is hard to find,

The same sort of searching enquiry as regards
Great Britain leads to similarly pessimistic conclu-
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- gions. With unemployment what it is and what it is

“1ikely to be next winter the substitution of the pre-

. sent Government by s Conservative regime is hardly

* to be contemplated as a cura, Moreover, whether for
dealing with the Indian question or with the now

- equally serious problem of finding a proper solution
for international difficulties, the Conservatives will
be in a far less satisfactory position than the Socia-
lists. A great part of the financial, imperial and
foreign complications of Great Britain today is an
inheritance from the Conservative rule and the
TUnionists themselves know that their traditional atti-
tude is & handicap in dealing with these matters,
But the Labour Government cannot make itself res-
ponsible for an economy programme including dras-
tic wage cuts and serious diminution in the social
services without cutting itself adrift from its natural
sources of support.

'The condition, almost inevitable for the restora-
tion of Buropean stability, would therefore seem fo
be the maintenance of whatever order exists at pre-
-sent in the various countries, preventing precipitate
-changes by the suspengion or modification of the nor-
mal working of the constitutional machinery, if
necessary, and the gradual but determined and deli-
berate enforcemient of “international suthority. Dis-
armament, if seriously dasired by all the Powers and

:sought afier earnestly, will not only provide the

much needed means of economy, but also render the
Versailles settlement foroeless. Europesan racovery
-can come only through some such way. An expe-
rienced journalist at Geneva, snalysing the situa-
-fion, coneludes :

The world ia mutatis mutandis in the same sitmation
asin 1913 or in the beginning of 1914, Perspicacious
people saw the war coming but no one. could afirm that
it was ipevitable, With wisdom and energy the states-

men could perhaps have avoided it. Will they have the
wisdom and energy tosave ue from a revolution ?

aveviow,

PLEA FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION.

CHANGES IN THE STRUCTURE OF WORLD
ECONOMICS SINCE THE WAR. -By

FELIX SBOMARY. (King. ) 1931, 20cm: 221p. 706,

IT has often been said that ¥ ths enemy of a subject
"is the Professor thereof.” It is notoften that aspecia -
list avoids the jargon of his trade and expresses him-
-golf in simple language. Dr. Somary, not bzing a
University Professor, bub & practical banker has put
before himself the idesl of simplicity in expressing
his ideas. The book is admirable in its own way
and the opinions exprassed by the author ara in many
cases arresting.

Dr. Bomary deals with the recent political and
-ecopomic conditions of Earopa and America and
examines in soms detail the tendencies in economie
thoaght in Europa, Dr, 8omary is vitslly interestad
in the rehabilitation of Europe and the progress of
production and hag definite suggastions to make
%0 bring about a revival.

Dr. Somary’s book is dividad into 17 chapters
-each of which has a topical interest but his chapters
«on the British Empire, on Russia, on the ralation
dbotween Europe and the United States, and on France

and Germany, deserve close appreciation. In his
very first chapter, Dr. Somary examines the relatione
ship between Liberalism and Socialism and suggests
that Socialism todsy cannot afford to be interna-
tional. *“ Between two Socinlist States, trade, indus-
try and movements of the population become politi-
oal questions, commercial and foreign trade policy
become matters of high politics, "

‘Writing on the British Empire, Dr, Somary thinks
that the Labour parly seems desfined to decide the
future of the British Empire. “ The Labour Govern-
ment—Socialist—must make some wifal changes in
its principles when dealing with fhe self-governing
dominions or India. Dr, Somary brings ouf the
principles of Socialist administration in contrast to
some of the methods followed in some of the colonies
and India. Dr. Somary also suggests that an econo-
mio union with the colonies would be of great
advantage to England.

In the chapter on England and the United States,
Dr. Somary writes :~“For the last 25 years America
has been advancing all along the line while England
has been on the defensive’’, England has been com-
pletely excluded from trade with Cuba and the Phi-
lippines, Canada's trade with the States has conti-
nually increased and England has lost her position
in the Canadian money market. Acocording to the
figures given by the suthor, “America’s exports to
Canada, Indis, Japan, Chins, Australia, have all in-
creased at the expense of England, and if this tend-
enoy were to persist England is bound to suffer very
badly indeed.” Dr. Somary warns England of the
‘dangers of allowing China, Canada and Australia—
India ?—to come under the States’ commercial influ-
ence and suggests close co-operation between these
countries during the next 25 ysars if only to avoid
wWar.

In his discussion of the future of ‘Europe the
writer is strongly of opinion that unless therais
close co-operation batween Paris and Berlin Europe
cannot expect to rehabilitate itself. Amerioa cannot
bs expected always to keep a sustained interest in
European securities. Dr. Somary wants some for-
mula for the commercial co-oparation of Europs, if
she is to maintain her economie position in the futura
snd in his view there is no chance of such dsvelop-
ment unless France and Germany co-cperate to the
best possible degree.

Dr. Somary's viewa on Russia are inferasting:
“ It may sound paradoxical,” says he, “when I say
that from the soonomic point of view the .greatest
effect produced on ma by the Bolshevik regime is ita
insignificant effoct on the Russian economic gystom.
However much it may have alterad the distribution
of the population, however terrible has been its effact
on their lives, it has had no power to alter the main
- features of Russia’s economic policy, The Russian
economic system might have been materially chang-
od if a peasant’s party had seized power, had renoune-
ed rapid industrialisation, and put into practice a
poliey of industrial and economic freedom. Russia
has not succeeded in getting s foresign loan, which
would ba the only means the Socialised State posses-
ses of proocuring long term capital sines individuals
under the Russian economic system do not possess
financial power in the gensrally accepted uss of the
term.” Comparing the economic systems of Americs
and Russia Dr. Somary writes ; * If the historian of
the future deals with the period in which wa live he
will probably be astounded at the vast differenca
shown by the unprecaedented swifiness of the advanca
of the United States and the slowness of Russia.”

Dr. Somary recognises that thera iz a great tend-
ency towards monopoly in many industrias in many

countries, but believes that there are advantages im
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such a tendency and thesa could be conserved by a
system of profit-sharing. .

His examination of Socialism is exceedingly in-
teresting a8 the author himself writes with a Liberal
bias. Socialism strengthens the despotism of the state
and as in Russia greatly restriots the forms of inter.
nationsal intercourse whether in regard to goods, capi-
tal or labour, Socialism of 8 type may exiet for a
time in Russia at great sacrifice but would be into-
lerable in the smaller European atates, 24 separate
European Socialised states would be an even greater
denger to Europe than the present position, If
Socialism is to be tolerated in any degree it must aim
at the creation of great economic areas and must
avoid narrow nationalism, Dr, Somary is not con-

- vineed thst as things are Socialism can have even a
sporting chance of realising even a part of its funda-
mental aims, * Property will remain, ” says the
author, “ the central legal instibution in spite of
the social struggles,”” Dr, Somary wants the barriers
between nations to be loosensd and the demand
should be satisfied on & wider and more generous
scale. His plea for economic oco-operation is sensible
in an eminent degree but the system of small eco-
nomic entities and the prejudice against the foreigner
make it extremely difficull to realise the very wise
suggestion of the author of this noteworthy book,

8. V. AYYAR.

SHORT NOTICE.

INDIAN CURRENCY, BANKING AND EX-
CHANGE. By H. L. CHABLANIL (Oxford
University Press. ) 1929. 19cm. 166p. Rs. 3.

THIS is s reprint of the first part of the author’s

Indian Currency and Exchange, The author aimas af a

non-controversinl representation of the historieal

development of the Indian currenoy and banking
system with a brief and lucid statement of the theory
of money and foreign exchanges tacked on so as to be
of great help to the average readers who wish to un.
derstand currency and banking problems. We have

1o hesitation in recommending this monograph as an

excellent introduction to the subject for the use of

students who aspire to have clear and conoise notions
on this subject, Mr. Chablani maintains the view
that India has committed a mistake in stabilising the
rupee-gold exchangs st a time when the course of
world prices was uncertain,

B. RAMACHANDRA RAU.

-~ Miseellaneons,

THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY. &

REPORT OF WORK..

The report of the Servanis of India Society for the
year ending I12th June last 1s just published. The
Sfollowing extracts from the Report are reproduced here
Jor the information of our readers :—

On the 12th June, 1931, that is, at the oclose of
the year under report, the Sosiety completed twenty-
six years of its existence. In last year's reportit was
explained that the Silver Jubilee of the Society had
to be postponed owing to the poiltical orisis through
which the country was passing and the absence from
India of some prominent members of the Society,
including the R%, Hon'ble V., 8. Srinivasa Sastri,
The Society was hoping to hold the celebration this
June. Bub though the political situtation his im-
“proved, the economie depression has become far worse

and Mr. Sastri and some other members are absent
from India this year also. The idea of holding the
Jubilee had therefore fo be dropped this year also.

Nonetheless, the Society takes this opportunity
to express ifs grateful thanks to the public generally
and to its friends in particular for having enabled it
to exist and serve the country according to its lights
and to the extent of its }imited ability for the length
of a generation. When the Society was started in
June 1905, few indeed were those that felt confident
of its future. Some, no doubt, recognised the great
advantage it had in being started by a public worker
of Mr. Gokhale’s eminence, but they were none too
hopeful about its continuance after him, Again,
persons familiar with missionary organisations
doubted whether the desire to serve one’s country
could by itself be a sufficiently strong force to bind
and keep together members drawn from different parts
of & vast country and broughtup in different environ.
ments; in other words whether patriotism could take
the place of religion as the basis of & consecrated life.
That patriotism can do 80 is shown not only by the
history of the SERVANT8 OF INDIA SOCIETY, but
also by the coming into existence of another in-
stitution on its model, the Servants of the People
Society at Lahore, by the adoption -of the system of
life-workers in the Seva Sadan Society of Poona and
other social service inatitutions and by the founding
of ashrams under the inspiration of Mahatma Gandhi,
who claims the founder of the SERVANTS OF INDIA
SoCIETY a8 his guru. That their ideal of service
and sacrifice should thus spread in the country with-
oui being based on religion is a source of immense
gratification and strength to the members of the
Society.

During the year under report the Society had:
the misfortune to lose a great friend and supporter
in the untimely death of Rso Bahadur D, Lakshmi-
narayan of Nagpur, whose large-heartodness and real
love for public causes is shown by his will in which
he has bequeathed almost the whole of his large
property to public institutions, the Nagpur University
receiving Rs, 30 lakhs, It was his generous financis}
and moral support that mainly kept up the Nagpur
Branch of the SERVANTS OF INDiA SOCIETY and its
bi-weekly English paper, the Hitavada, and he has
bequeathed the munificent sum of a lakh of rupees for
the future upkeep of that Branch. While paying a
greatful tribute to his memory, the Society prays
that his noble example may be followed by others,
though some of these may not have as much to give,

Another event of special importance fo the
Nagpur Branch is the resolution of the Gokhale
Memorial Library Society, Nogpur, to hand over its
ngsets, consisting of a building and a library valued
at Rs. 6,075 and Government Promissory notes of the
face value of Rs. 6,200 to the SERVANTS OF INDIA
S0CIETY in order that the objects of the institution
may be carried out in future by its Nagpur Branch,
Since the establishment of the Memorial, the office
of the Nagpur Branch of the SERVANTS OF INDIA

SociETY and the Hitavada press have been
located in the Dbuilding of the G. M. L.
Sooiety, but the fransfer that is now in the

process of being effected will give legal permanence
to the arrangement, For thus strengthening the
position of its Nagpur Branch the SERVANT3 OF
INDIA SOCIETY is very thankful tothe G. M. L.
Bociety.

Our Strength.—At the beginning of the year
under report the Society had 23 members and three
probationers who have been since admitted to mem-
bership, Thus the present strength of the Socicty is 26.

A fairly large number of applications is received
every year for admission into the Society and the
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wdvanoing age of senior members and the expansion
of work already undertaken require that every vesr
some naw membarsghould beadmitied, But unforta-
nabely the financiat condition of the Society does not
permit of this requirement being fully satisfied.

Visits to Foreign Counfries—When the vyear
under report opened, Messrs. Sastri, Joshi, Vaze and
Dube were in England, the last on astudy and propa-
ganda tour and the others in connection with the
Royal Commission on Labour. Mr. Dube returned
to India vig Syria and Mesopotamia in September
1930, while Messrs. Sastri, Joshi and Vaze stayed on
in England for the Round Table Conferance and re-
turned only in Febrnary 1931, In October1930 Mr,
Xunzru was requested by the Imperial Indian Citizan-
ship Association to prooeed asits delegate to England
-and put the Indian point of view befora the Parlia.
mentary Committes, He was also elecbed leader of
the Tndian deputation which was appointed by the
Indian community of Kenya to Iay its ¢casa before the
Committes. Accordingly, he went to Hngland in
November last, but on account of the unxpacied post-
ponemant of the exgamination of unofficial witnasses
on Kast African affairs till April he relurned fo India
in February 1931, visiting Egypt, Palesting and Syria
en route, Hiz work had necessarily to be confined to
informal talks and private inferviews with the
authoritiesand influential public men. Within a fow
waeks after refurning to India in Eebruary, Mr, Sastrei
wag requested by the Government of India to put the
ca3s of the Kenya Indians on behalf of the Govern-
mant of India before the Parliamentary Committes
which was expacted to take evidenos in May. Accor-
dingly, he sailed for England on the 18th April,
acoompanied by Mr. Kodanda Rao as his secretary in
May. Mz, Bakhsle gailed for Earope to represent
Indian labour at the International Labour Confersnca
at Ganeva.

ACTIVITIES,

Bafora prasenting an aceount of the varions achi-
vifies of the "Bociely and its members, it is perhaps
fneoassary fo rapzat onoa again the caution which
previous reports have alwaye given, viz, that the
membors of the Sosiety lay no claim to exclusive
cradit for any work in the execution of which so
many oshars have collaboratad. Theare are somo kinds
of activities, such as the conduot of the wvarious
journals in English and the Indian languages for
which mambars of ths Sacisty alone ara responsible,
Buf they also work in various obhar fields through
organisationz which have their own govertfimg bodies
or commitbess, Moambars of tha S>ziety o'ten bold
importan; positions in suoh bodies and in soma cases
* they ara tho main driving po>war bshind them. Bat
those who have uaderstood the naturs of ths work
that the membare of the Soeiety hava Dbean hitherto
doing or attempting to do will hava no difficulty in
recognising in each case what part they have played
in building up and organising the various institutions
£0 serve as 80 many instrumants for promoting publie
gool, With this much of csufion by way of intro~
duetior, this report will proczed to deal with the
activities of the mambars of thaSioiaty in accordance
with theplan of divizioa that has bssn followad in
previous reporis.

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES.

During the greater part of the year under report,
the conntry was eonvulsad with the Civil Disobedi-
ence movement started by Mahatms Gandhi, The
Socisty found itsslf unable to participats in the move.
mant iteelf, At tha same time it considared it iks
duty to expose the unocongtitutional and high-handad
aols of the executive, and of the polics in pariicular,
in combating the Civil Disobedience movement. On
this acoount soms membsrs racsived ths special

attention of the police, and Mr. Amritlal V. Thakkar
who works in Gujarat, the nerve centre of the Civil
Disobesdience movement, had it in anabundant degree,
While observing the picketing of a liguor shap sk
Mehmedabad, where the rough hardling of the picke-
ters by the police for three days previously had bheen
alleged, he wag arrested on the 2nd August 1930,
kot in lock-up for two weeks and then released on
kis own recognizances. He was iried on the 23rd
Saptember 1930, and sentenced to six months” hard
Iabour. An appeal was made against this before the
Bessions Judge of Kaira, who set side the conviction
on techunical grounds and ordered a retrial, But
befare the latfer could take place the Picketing
Ordinance expired and the case automatically lapsed.
This incident well illusfrates the way things were
happeniong at the time. Mr, Thakkar continued to
enquire into cases of police high-handedness and
illegal attachments of properties of non-co-operators
by the revenue authorities and report them in the
papers from time fo fime.

Borsid Enquiry—On the 21st Janunary, 1931, a
procession of nearly 1500 women at Borsad was
charged with lathis and butt-ends of rifles by the
police, All Gujarat, nsy, the whole couniry, was
aflame with indignation that violence on a large
geale——and untnecessary violence too—ghould have
been used against women., Mr. Thakkar hastened to
the mpot to make enquiries, but he was externed
from Borsad for two monthg, Thereupon the Society
deputed Messrs. Bakhale and Chitalia to enquire
into the matter. They made a thorough enquiry and
their report, containing a numbsr of sworn state-
ments from injured women, was published soon after
by the Society. Mr. Thakkar algo took round promi-
nent public men like Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
and 8ir Lalubhai S8amaldss to the villages of Gujarat
and helped them to ses the real state of things for
themselves,

. Round Table Conference~Unable to ignore the
dangers lurking in eivil disobedience or to condone
official high-handedness, the Society strove for a
better undersianding betwean the contending pariies,
It is much to be feared that itsrole as a peacemaker
was not appreciated by either of them, but in
pursusnes of its policy Mr. Sastri fully utilised his
long stay io England in connection with the Royal
Commiseion on Labour in meeting members of diff-
erent political and social groups and informing
them about the true state of affairs in India and as
to what was required to satisfy the legitimate poli-
tioal agpirations of Indians, His position in the
public tife of India as the true successor of the late
Mr. Gokhale, his conspicuous services ¢o India and
the Empire, especially in South Africa, his character
and bis atiainments—all gave him excepiional oppor-
tunities to influence public opinion in Wngland, and
he utilised them fully for the banefit of India. To
various audiences he showad the utter inadequacy of
the Simon Commission's proposals. He wanted to
bring out in book form his criticism of these
proposals, but the attempt had to be given up as his
health failed. Ha took a prominent pari in the
promotion and the deliberations of the Round Table
COonferance and served on the Federal Structurs,
Minorities and Dafencs Sub-Committees. On arriv.
ing in India in the early part of February 1930, he
was incessan‘ly ocoupied, along with Sir Tej Baha-
dur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar, in brining about a perso-
nal undarstanding betwean the Viceroy and Mahstma
Gandhi and in gotting the terms of truce acoepted
by Congressmen on the one hand and the Govern-
ment on the other. The Bociety fe2ls humbly thank-
ful that in this work of reconeiliation, so frue to
the Gokhale tradition, it should have bszen given fo
one of its members to play so useful a part,
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Mzr. N, M. Jeshi was another member of the
SERVANTS OF INDIA SGCIETY who tock part in the
Round Table Conference. He represented Indian
labour and put forth the views of working men., He
was 8 member of the Provincinl Constitution,
Minorities and Franchise Sub-Committees.

Mr, Vaze helped Messrs. Sastri and Joshi in the
Round Table Conference work and was also Secretary
of the Liberal group of the British Indian delegation.
He also tried, through different delegates, to have the
point of view of the people of Indian States expressed
at the Conference.

Indian States~—~While the Society as a whole is
keenly interested in the promotion of constitutional
reforms in the Indian States, Messrs. Patvardhan,
Thekkar and Vaze are devoting specisl attention to
the problems of the States, They have been taking
a leading part in the conferences and the political
orgsnisations of the people of the States. They
endeavoured to have representatives of the people of
the States nominated to the Round Table Conference
and are now striving to secure for the people of the
States direct represenfation in the future federal
legistature. As Joint Secretary of the Dexini Sans-

than Hitavardhak Sabha, Mr. Patvardhan continued

to conduct ELansthant Swarajya, which is a Marathi
weekly with some English columns. He also publi-
shed on behslf of the Sabha geveral pamphlets regar-
ding the problems of the States, He iz & member of
the Legislatise Councils of Aundh, Sangli, Phaltan
and Bhor. By these Southern Mshratta States his
advice and help were frequently sought. He was s
member of the Working Committee of the All-India
States’ People’s Conference and bore & heavy respon-
pibility when some of the other members wersa in jail
in connection with the Civil Disobedience movement.

Mr. Thakkar continued to take an active part in
"~ the States’ people’s organisations of Kathiawad and
other Gujarat States. He also took a prominent part
in the organisation of the All-India States’ People’s
Conference recently held in Bombay.

Mr., Vaze preeided over the Deccan States®
FPeople’s Conference held at Poona in March 1931
after his return from England and in his address
meade a strong criticiem of the Round Table Con-
ference from the point of view of people of the States
and forcefully pleaded for their direct representation
in the propoeed federal legislative bodies.

Fast Africa.—As already mentioned, Mr. Kunzru
was deputed in November 1ast by the Imperial Indian
Citizership Association of Bombay to lead the Indian
deputation before the Parliamentary Committee
which is considering the Closer Union Report, but as
the latter postponed its sitting from time to time
Mr. Kunzru returned to India in February last. Hoe
however met influential men, political groups both in
England and st Geneva and put before them the cage
of the Indians in East Africa. At the urgent request
of the Government of India My, Sastri left, accom.
panied by Mr, Kodanda Rao to help him, in April
Iast to put before the Parliamentary Committee the
views of the Government of India on the subject.

Mr. Krishna Prasad Kaul was the (enersl
Secretary of the Lucknow Swadeshi League which
was gtarted in Octoler 1930 with the object of promo-
ting swadeshi by practical methods. The League
decided (1) to prepare a directory, (2) to establish a
permanent show-room, and (3) to hold an exhibition.
This lact wae held in the modified form of a Swadeshi
Bezaar from the 8th to the 22nd of March last and

woe & decided successe. Much material has been |-

collected for the Directory but it is not yet ready for
publication. The permanent show room has besn
fitted up and looated in the Ganga Prasad Varma
Memorial Hall at Lucknow, which with its well
equipped reading room is being looked after by Mr.
Kaul. The work of the League hss ocoupied most of
Mr, Kaul's time since its inception. Mr, Dube was
8 member of the executive committee of the League
and helped in propaganda.

In the different provinces the members of the
Society continued to be office-bearers or Committes -
members of the Liberal Party organisation. Mr,
D. V. Ambekar continued to be an active Secretary
of the Deccan Sabha and gave a good part of his time
to its work and to the comstruction of the Gokhale
Hall which is now nearing completion.

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru who, in sympathy
with the view of his constitueney, resigned his mem-.
bership of the Legislative Assembly as & protest
against certain aspects of the policy of the Govern-
ment of India continued the study of political ques-
fions and wrote some articles in the foreign press.
In England, France and Genova he addressed
different groups of people on the political situation
in India. He visited Cawnpore afler the recent
rogrettable communal disturbances and tried to
organise relief on non-communal lines but found it
impossible to do so. Mr. Kaul served on two non—-
official committees appointed to enquire into alleged
police excesses in the U, P,

( To ke cemiinued )
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