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THOSE ;'ho were led to look for some impor
tant political pronouncement in the Viceroy's 
Chelmsford Club speech of Saturday last had a great 
disappointment in store for them. Not that the 
Viceregal utterance is unimportant. It breathes sym
pathy for the political aspirations of the people of 
India and is friendly in tone, as is only to be expect
ed of a tried friend of India like Lord Willingdon. 
He touched on two political factors of outstanding 
importance viz. the Gandhi-Irwin agreement and 
the second R. T. C. As regards the former, he reiterat
ed the Government's intention to "endeavour with 
Bl:solute sincerity to see that its terms are carried out" 
Bnd gave credit to Mahatma Gandhi for equal sincerity 
in its effectuation on the popular side. The Viceroy's 
desire to do so has never been in doubt. Only he should 
take care that the local Governments by any false 
step on their part do not thwart his plans to see 
permanent peace established in India as early as 
possible. His deprecation of the conduct of those 
Congressmen who constantly harp upon the necessity 
of preparing for the "nen war" was natural. Speak
ing about the further stages of the Round Table Con
ferenoe he had nothing to tell us that we did not 
know before. In his very first speech in Bombay 18st 
April he gave clear evidenoe of his whole-hearted 
sympathy with the Indian demand for full Domi
nion Status at no very distant date. In his speech at 
the Chelmsford Club he refer3 "to the time when they 
( Indians) will become absolutely equal partners 
with the other Dominions under the Crown," These 
Bre noble sentiments indeed; but the. Viceroy need 
hardlY be told that everything will depend upon the 
practical steps he will take to translate them into 

action. He also took the opportunity to address an 
earnest appeal to Britishers "to realise all the difficul
ties that oonfront us here" and to treat India not as & 
mattsr of party politics but as "an important Empire 
prohlem:' In view of recent events in England, the 
appeal was quite opportune and will, we hope, h~ve 
the desired effeot. 

* * * 
Breakdown of Hindu-Muslim negotiations, 

THERE will be general regret that the well-mean!; 
efforts of the Nawab of Bhopal to bring about a com
promise between the Nationalist Muslims alld those 
led by Mr. Shaukat Ali have ended in failure. Forthia 
the Nawab is not to blame. Indeed he did his best to 
see th"t the differences were satisfactorily composed s() 
that India's march towards swaraj may be facilitated, 
for whioh great praise is due to him. E"ch party is now 
acousing the other of having ma:!e a settlement impos
sible by bking up an unreason"ble attitude and 
saddling it with the responsibility for the breakdown 
of the negotiations. One thing however is olear. And 
it is this that while the Nationalist Mu~lims left the 
door open for further negotiation the other party 
banged it by summarily rejecting proposals for & 
compromise submitted by the other side. We need 
not however concern ourselves with this mutual 
recrimination whioh serves no useful purpose. Nor 
do we think it is any use blaming the Siml& 
atmosphere for this unhappy result. Nobody can 
say that the so-called sinister influences at Simla 
came into play only when the representatives of the 
two sections met there. These influences have been 
there all these years and should have been taken into 
aocount when fixing the plaoe for these consultations. 
If they are supposed to be operating only if the nego
tiations are carried on at Simla, why not make & 
fresh attempt at some more suitahle place? Apart 
from this, let nobody treat the issue as closed. 

Coming to the proposals for a· compromise we 
oannot help saying that the group led by Mr. Shaub!; 
Ali allowed a saluable opportunity of baving the 
problem solved on terms favourable to itself to slip. 
The Nationalist Muslims, standing as !;hey do for joint 
electorates in all circumstances, had so far oom
promised their convictions as to agree to the retention 
of separate electorates for five years, whose substitu
tion by joint ones was made conditional upon 60 per 
cent. of the Muslim members of any legislature 
expressing a wish to that effect. This condition 
would have been none too easy of fulfilment. 
Such members, as pointed out by Sir' Chimanlal 
Setalvad in his statement to the press, will "naturally 
be in favour of perpetuating a system under which 
alone some of them will have a chance of being 
elected again:' When the Nationalist Muslims had 
gone so far, it seems regrettable that the other side 
should· not have correspondingly moved forward to 
meet them with a view t() bring to a happy conclu
sion a controversy which has acted as a formidl!ble 



•• 
310 THE SERVANT OF IND[A. [JULY 2, 1931. 

obstacle in the way of India's speedy attainment of 
the goal of her politic~l ambitions. 

it .. .. 

Mysore Subjects' Representation at R. r. C. 

THE question of the direot representation of the 
people of the Indian States a~ the H. T. C. was indire
otly raised in the last budget session of the Mysore 
Legislative Council when the demand for a grant of 
Rs, 72,000 for expenses connected with the Dewan's 
deputation tothe second Ronnd Table Conferenoe came 
up for consideration, Not only was the demand for the 

,State's people being repres~nted by their own delegates 
at the Conference voiced; but direct representation to 
the people of the State in the federal legislature was 
asked for, Though the people of the States have been 
clamouring for the former ever since tte conception of 
theide" of the Round Table Conference, their demand 
has been consi.tently ignored and there is hardly any 
chance of its being given effect to in oonnection with 
tile next session of the Conference. This thought was 

· apparently present to the minds of these of the mem
bers of the Mysore Lpgislative Council who 
suggested that the Dewan sbould take with him one 
or two non-officials to England. The suggestion did 
not of course find universal acceptance alDong non
official members, but commended itself to the Dewan 
who promised due consideration for it at the hands of 
Government. If the people are not to be allowed 
direot representation at the Conference, this is 

· certainly the next best way open to them of making 
their views indirectly prese~ted to the Conference. 
And we do not see why any body should raise any 

· objeotion to such a course of action. Nothing 
could have been better than if the State's people were 
directly represented at tbe Conference; hut because 
thbt is not possible, it does not mean that they sbould 
deprive themselves of other means, unquestionably 
much less satisfa('tory, of placing the official delegate 
in full possession of their side of every question that 
might engage the attention of the Conference. SurelY 
it is not practical wisdom to reject the second best 
beoanse the first best is unattainable. It may perhaps 

· be said that the Conference of officials and non
oftjcisis which was held at Bangalore both before and 
AfterthA Round Table Conference made known to the 
.iSuthorities the people's view of the Sankey oonstitu
.tion. But ·at the resumed Conference questions may 
Mise about which the State's people may have their 
own view to press forward and when the presence of 

· their representatives in London may be an advantage. 
From this point of view the suggestion made in 
Mysore deserves really to be given even wider effect. .. .. .. 
Institute of Indian CivlIisation. 

THE Institute of Indian Civilisation established 
three years ago under the auspioes of the University 
of Paris mainly through the efforts of the celebrated 
French orientalist, the late Monsieur Senart, deserves 
to be better known in India. The object of the Insti
tute is to oonoentrate and coordinate the scattered 
efforts of various institutions to study Indian civilisa
tion and to serve as a spiritual link between India, the 
light of the East, and France, the representative par 
excellence of Western culture. The report for the 
year,1929-30, shows that among the teachers at the 
Institute are eminent orientalists like Monsieur 
Sylvain Levi and Monsieur Foucher, and that the 
leotures delivered during the course of the year 
embraced not only the civilisation of India but also 
that of otber neighbouring countries with which 
India bas been in cultural contaot since ancient times, 
for instance, Indo-China, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Central Asia and ancient Iran and some aspects of 
Islam and Sufism. 

The Institute is thus taking a comprehensive 
view of oriental civilisation I\nd is alrpady a valu. 
able place for oarrying on rese"rch in EMtern cuI. 
tue. The generosity of the lata Maharaja of Nepal 
hM enabled it to decorate om of its halls with baau
tiful specimens of Nepalese art. His Highness the 
Gaekwar of Baroda has shown his appreoiation of 
the value of the Institute by donatingasum of £2,000 
the interest on which is to be used to give scholar. 
s3ips to stUdents, preforably Indian, who take up the 
study of Indian culture, and to advance the objects 
which the Institute has in view. The Institute has 
also reoeived from the'N. M. Wadi!! Trust a sum of 
Rs. 100 for the establishment of an oriental library. 
Indian student!, who are welcome at the Institute, 
have alre~dy taken advantage of facilities 
provided by it. We wish th. Institute a pros
perous career, and hope that the results of its 
activities will be not only to diffuAe knowledge about 
ancient India but also to create a living interest in 
the India of to-day and symp:>tny with her aspira
tion to be free in order t'J make a worthy contribu
tion again to the spiritual illumination of the world. 

.. * .. 
Village Panchayats In the Punjab. 

To judge from the Punjab Government's resolu. 
tion on the working of village panchay~ts during 
1929-30, the movement Sijems to be g~ining firm 
ground in that province. On March 31s~ last year 
there· were, we are told, 733 p"nchayats in existence 
and preliminary notifications had been iSbued for 231. 
The corresponding figures for tha precadi[lg year 
were 449 and 2!6. In Bombay on tbe other hand the 
public keenness for panchayats is no~ very marked 
with the result that the number of panohayats in the 
whole presidency has not even after tan years' oper,,
tion of the Village Panchayat Act exceeded 232 I 
The difference in popularity of the two secs of pancha
yats is to be attributed to the fact that wlrerns the 
Punjab panchayats are invested with judicial powors, 
their counterparts in Bombay do not enjoy any such 
powers. 'rhe Bombay Government has taken eight 
long years to realise this simple fact and a pl'oposal 

,to empower panchayats to try simple civil and 
criminal cases is stated to be under their con;idera
tion at present ... But to go back to th. working of 
panchayats in Punjab. An amendment of the Pancha
yat Act with a view to enable these bodies to ·impose 
fines on absentee witnesses has been suggeeted hy a 
district officer; but the absence of any such case so far, 
at any rate in his district, obviou.l.r makes the de
mand superfluous. Another suggestion which the 
Punjab GovernmeDt has fortunately not aocepted is 
that district officers should be empowered to nomi
nate 25 per cent. of the members of the panchayats. 
In cases of sentences not passed unanimously the 
Act allows the accused person the right to osk for a 
retrial by a jointpanohaya~. But it is stated that only 
11 people came forward to avail themselves of this 
provision, which apparently means that the decisions 
of panchayats are generally regarded as impartial. 
The settlement of civil and criminal complaints in the 
village itself at insignificant cost and without the 
intervention of lawyers which is forbidden under the 
Act can be nothing short of a blessing to tha villager 
who otherwise would be required to spend brge sums 
for getting justice and sometimes ruin himself finan
cially in the bargain. We trust this aspect of the 
matter will force itself on his attention more and 
male as he experiences the good pan __ hayats do to 
him in this bahalf by saving him m'Jney which he 
would have had to spend in costly litigation. 

.. .. .. 
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~didts. 

THE LIBERAL POLICY. 

THE Liberal Pouty's annual Conference is now 
announced to meet in Bombay from 31st July 
onwouds under the presidency of Mr. C. Y. Chin

tam ani. The organisers of the Conference are indeed 
happily inspired in setting apart one whole d&y. viz. 
1st August, for deliberations i\l the subjects committee. 
For, aclmittedly. the public meetings of the Liberal 
Party have little value for demonstration purposes. 
But the Party's numerical weakness may be turned 
to'real advantage if its leaders, who enjoy a deserved
ly high reputation for constructive thinking, devote 
more time than is possible at mammoth gatherings 
like those of the Congress to private discussion with 
a view to the determination not only of the major 
issues of policy but cf all important details relating 
to the questions that arise from time to time. Never 
in the life of the Party was need for constructive 
thinking more imperative than at tbe present time 
when'we are on the threshold of an important crisis 
in the history of tbis country. A novel plan of fede
ration is taking shape. and it is becoming increasing
ly clear from day to day as the federal scbeme is 
scrutini£ed by students of constitutions that tbe 
rough and ready method adopted in London neces
sarily leaves many imperfections. 

The questions that clamour for solution are many 
but none of them is more clamant and more fraught 
with far-reaohing .consequences than that of the 
method of representation of the States in the federal 
legislature. ' The leaders of the Liberal Party who 
served on the Federal Structure Committee gave an 
easy acceptance to the proposal of the Princes to be 
allowed to send their own nominees on both cham
pers. But apa,rt from the fact that members like Mr. 
Chintamani put in a demurrer at the Round Table 
Conference itsblf at the earliest opportunity that 
offere<l to them, the executive committee of the Party 
adopted a resolution which at any rate suggested that 
the committee was not wholly free from doubt about 
the wisdom of accepting nomination. But this kind 
of vague resolution does no one any good. It does 
not reassure the people whether in British India or 
Indian States that the federation of the future will not 
be a negation of democracy, nor does it give the Prin
ces the security that they desire. If the Liberal leaders 
possess, as indeed they do, the gift of a keen intellect 
and clear insight with which they are credited, they 
ought to be able to formulate a conclusion s9mewhat 
more explicit than this. Do they at all care for eleo
tion in the States? If they do whBt value do they 
put upon it ? Will they refuse to consider federation 
till the Princes agree to election? This is hardly 
possible for a party whi<'h is so heavily shackled 
with a reputation for sweet reasonableness. How far 
then will tbey permit themselves to press for election, 
assuming that they will press for it at all ? Will tbey 
recom:ilend to the Princes unrestricted election or will 
they conteRt themselves with suggesting a compre-

mise solution suoh as selection by the Princes from 
a. panel of eleoted representatives or election aft lr a 
certain specified period? Of course they may be 
unwilling to lay all their cards on the table at this 
stage. That is quite an understandable position, but 
it gives no excuse for the Liberal leaders not making 
up their own minds up to what point they will 
stretoh the election of States' representatives. It seems 
to us that at the present moment their minds are 
rather blank. It is time this llolicy of drift came to 
Bll eni. Tbe Liberal COlfererice is not worth holding 
if the Party is unable to give a mandate even in a 
general way to its representatives lit the R. T. C. a~ 
to the attitude they should adopt towards this alI
i nportant question. 

The Liberal members of the Federal Struoture 
CJmmittee were in the somewhat fortunate position 
of not having to disclose their mind as no one raised 
the inconvenient question in the Committee. But this 
good luck does not promise to last them long. For 
whatever else Mahatma Gandhi may do or may not 
do, he is certain to raise the question of election at 
the Committee at one stage or other. The consum
mate tactician that he is, he may postpone raising it 
till other questions are satisfactorily disposed of, sO 
that if failure results in the meanwhile, he would be 
enabled to lay it at the door of the Britishers rather 
than at the door of his fellowcou ntrymen, the Princes. 
It is tberefore quite possible that the place of the 
States in the federal constitution he may choose to 
tackle last of ail. But if he gets reasoDable satis
fac~ion from the Britishers, say, on reservations and 
safeguards, he will have to deal with the Princes, 
and in doing so, he will claim election for the States' 
reprasentatives in the federal lagislature. How Car 
he will press the claim may be open to doubt. His 
own followers believe that he will press it to the 
breaking-point; that he will rather smash federation 
than let it go forward without securing at least a 
portion of elective representation of the States.' But 
the Liberals are very sceptical, and they may have 
good reason for their sceptioism. But at any rata 
Mahatma Gandhi will raise the question, and the 
question is: when he does so, what line will the 
Liberal Party's representatives on the Federal StrUII
ture Committee take? Will they throw their weight 
in the scale on the side of the Princes or on that of 
Mahatma Gandhi? If they deoide to support 
Mahatma Gandhi)loW long will this support be 
forthcoming? If what the Liberal leaders believe 
about Mahatma Gandhi be true, viz., that he is much 
too close to the Princes to prass strongly for election. 
there should be no objection on their part to bind the 
Liberal delegates to the R. T; C. by a mandate to 
support Mahatmajl throughout in his attempt to 
secure election for the' States' representatives and 
other safeguards for the people of the States. The 
Federated Chambers of Commerce have given such a 
mandate to their representatives in the matter of 
financial and economic safeguards. Will the Liberal 
Conference give a similar mandate? If It cannot it 
had better define its own policy in clear language 
instead of taking cover under a form of words which 
mean anything or nothing. 
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TWO'-IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS, 

TWO announcements have been made dUring the 
past week whose importance can hardly be 
exaggerated. The first is the offer by President 

Hoover of a year's moratorium, suspending for a 
year all-round the payment of debts between the 
various countries of the world. The fate of this offer 
seems to depend, at the moment, on its unconditional 
acceptance by France, the' country which stands 
perhaps immediately most to lose-excepting, of 
course, U. S. A.-by the suspension of debt payments. 
N~body doubts that the effect of the suspension of 
debt payment will be extremely helpful towards at 
least partially relieving the feeling of no· confidence 
and utter dependence which at present depresses the 
markets of the world. It may mark the beginning of 
a credit revival and it is confidently expected that if 
the results obtained jUstify such a step, the mOra
torium may be ex:tended for a longer period. But 
what is perhaps even more important than the imme
diate effects of President Hoover's offer is the probabi. 
lity tha~ the moratorium will make it possible to 
ope:! up the whole question of inter-allied debts and 
reparations. This legacy of the War is hanging like 
a mill-stone round the neck of the economic world, 
and its removal is a condition precedent to any real 
recoverY in world economic conditions. So far a8 
India is directly concerned, the amounts involved in 
the debt payments and the reparations receipt3 are 
not considerable. As a communique of the Government 
of India'A Finance DeDartment makes clear, the net 
result of the aoceptance of the moratorium will be a 
soight relief to the Indian budget during the 
current and the next finanoial year. 

The second announcement, though not possessing 
any considerable international significance, is of 
much greater immediate importance to India. This 
was made by Mr. MacDonald in the House of Com
mO;lS last week in reply to a question regarding the 
fin~ncial position of India. The Prime Minister is 
reported to have stated that the fim.ncial strain on the 
Government of India due to depression had been 
accentuated by the uncertainties which attended the 
discussion on constitutional changes; tbat it would not 
be possible to introduce constitutional changes if finan
cial stability was not assured and the British Govern
ment had, therefore, decided that should the need arise, 
they would apply to Parliament for authOrity to enable 
them to give financial support under suitable condi
tions to the Government of India for purposes of 
maintaining the country's credit pending constitu
tiimal settlement and the formulation of provisions 
for maintaining India's oredit in future. This 
announcement was evidently necessitated by the 
failure of the latest sterling loan of the Indian Govern, 
ment. It has been widely welcomed and is no doubt 
a fresh· p.roof of the Labour Government's genuine 
concern for Indian affairs. It is however too vague 
for any detailed comment being possible, yet there 
are one or two important points whioh obviously arise 
out of the announcement to which attention must be 
drawn. In the fi13t instance it should be noticed that 
the Prime Minister begins by stating that the plight in 

whioh the Government of India finds itself is due to 
the aocentuation of the ordinary situation consequent 
on the depression by political conditions. A great 
deal is involved in the acceptance of this explana
tion of the pre~ent situation as just and sufficient; 
We belie,!e, however, that a very large seotion of 
Indian public opinion will not. agree to this disgnosis. 
Why has, for example, the Government of India found 
it repeatedly necessary to raise loans in the London 
money market at higher and higher rates during the 
last few years? Is it due to the world economic 
depression or is it due to the ruinous .financial, ex
change and currency policy of the Government it
self? The large majority of Indians whose opinions 
count will undoubtedly favour the second possibility. 
It may be agreed that the no·confidence feeling 
in the London market may have been acoentuated by 
political oonditions; but it may well be urged in reply 
that the situation which makes a resort on a large 
scale to London necessary is in itself the creation of 
Government mismanagement. It is necessary to 
raise this question pointedly because it has logical 
oonsequences of very considerable. practical im-
portance. , 

The Prime Minister emphatically states that 
His Majesty's Government are determined not to allow 
the state of affairs to arise which might jeopardise 
the financial stability of India fur which tM Seere
mry of State is at present. respUll3ibie. The present feel
ing of uncertainty regarding the future Indian cons
titution has brought about such a state of affairs. 
The British Government, therefore, will step in 
to give support during the transitional period. 
The support, it is well to note, is to be given 
only while the constitution&.l discussions are going 
on; it is thus merely intended to bridge over the 
the past when the responsibility of the Secretary 
of State inspired confidence and the futUre when 
the financial safeguards will maintain tbat feeling. 
We do ·not desire to be hypercritioal, but we cannot 
help suspecting that the way in which the announce
ment has besn made and the terms in which -it Bas 
been couched all make for a strengthening of the case 
for the financial safeguards proposed by the Federal 
Structure Committee. The budgetary veto of the 
Governor General or the powers regarding the Paper 
Currency and Coi nage Acts have evidently herein a 
strong case made out for them. But if it can be 
urged, and in urging this the Indian publicists can
not be acoused of having framed a new argument 
for the moment, that it is the Government of India 
and ultimately the Seoretary of State that are res
ponsible for the deplorable position in which we find 
ourselves, then the whole situation assumes an 
entirely different aspect. The franti(l attempts to 
bolster up a ratio fixed in direct defianoe of an over
whelming mass of Indian public opinion have 
depleted our reserves and have made large borrowings 
abroad necessary. The exchange continues to be 
weak in spite of these borrowings and the natural 
apprehension that this ratio cannot long be main
hined makes the resumption of the normal level of 
international transactions impossible. If this chail\ 
of reasoning is accepted the political factor thea. 
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C8111!e8 to have much significance and the case for the 
retention of special financial powers in the future 
in hands which have so badly mismanaged our 
affairs In the past beoomes exoeedingly weak. The 
Labour Government is no doubt actuated by the best 
of motives in coming to the assistance of the Indian 
Government at the mo:nenl But it is necessary for 
UB to see that while welcoming the gesture thus made 
we do not accept any statements or even any impli
cations which may prejudioe the case of India at the 
future R. T. C. deliberations. 

HINDU LAW REFORM IN BARODA. 

THE report of the Committee appointed by H. H. 
the Gaekwad of Baroda "10 examine the question 
of the property rights of women under the 

Hindu law and to suggest amendments, if any, 
called for under modern oonditions" issued a few 
months after the publication of the report of the 
Chandraaek.hara lyer Committ&a in Mysore is of 
!!pecial interest as a study of the conditions obtain
ing under the oomparatively liberal laW! of the 
Mayukha schcol. In Baroda, several important 
branches of the Hindu law have heen codified and to 
Bome extent modified by legislation-a faet which 
ought to render the task of the reformer easier. In 
.some respects, bowever, the recommendations of the 
Committee do not go as far as one might have expect
ed from this circumstance and from the bias of the 
Ma;vukha law in favour of women. In discussing 
the several reoommendations of the Committee it 
would be interesting to compare them with the corres
ponding reoommendations of the Mysore Committee. 

In Bsroda, the right of an unmarried . daughter 
and the widow of a deceased ooparcener to get shares 
at the family partition is already recognised. The 
former is entitled to get at the' family . partition a 
share equal to one-fourth of what her brother gets 
( and when she has no brother what her brother if 
she had one would have got) and the latter to a 
share equal to that of her son and where no sons exist, 
a share equal to the share which her son if she had 
one would have get. In this respect the Baroda law 
is in advance of that in Mysore. The Baroda Com
mittee, now, suggest that both the unmarried daughter 
and the widow should have the right to get tbeir 
respective shares psrtitioned at. their will. The 
Mysore Committee suggest that the unmarried 
daughter should he entitied to one-fourth ot' her 
brother's share and the widow to a half of her son's 
share if she has one and a half of her husband's share 
otherwise. At the same time, they suggest that "no 
female wbose husband or father is alive shall be en
titled to demand a partition as against such husband 
or father." Thus, it wi.ll be seen that the extent of 
the widow's share as recommended by the Mysore 
Committee is less than that to which she is at present 
entitled under the Baroda law, while the right of an 
unmarried daughter to demand a partition from her 
father ie clearly negatived, If the MysoreCommittee 
does not go as far as the ~aroda Committee, it is 
obviously because the existing law in Mysore in this 
respect is not as advanced as in Baroda. It should, 

however, he noted that the Mysore Committee' eGe• 
further than the Barods Committee in suggestlnfthll1> 
an unmarried sister also should be entitled to .... 
share at the partition, her share being one-fourth of 
that of her brother. . 

With regard to the daughter's right of inheritanca
boLh the C<>mmlttees are agreed that it should not ba
made to depend on their status or circumstances andl 
that the distinction hetween married a nd unmarriecJ~ 
and the rich and poor daughters should be removed. 

Among the other important alterations in tha
law relating to inheritance suggested by the Baroda. 
Committee mention may be made of the following :-

1. Persons labouring under oertain physical or
mental defeots should not be disqualified from in~ 
heritance. This question is not touohed by the
Mpore Committee probably because striotly speak
ing it could not oome within the purview of its terms. 
of reference. 

2. The \lrder of succession in a re ·united familT 
should be the same as in a separate family so far _ 
the widow is conoerned. This point is al>parently: 
lost sight of by the M ysore Committee. 

3. The order of sucoession in respeot of several! 
kinds of Stridhan should he made uniform. The. 
Mysore Committee is also oC the same opinion. Butt 
while the Baroda Committee suggests the adoption oE 
the existing order of suooeesion appIii!able to> 
Ayautaka, the Mysore Committee gives a table ofi 
succession of ita own for adoption in the case of alJi 
kinds of Stridhan. 

4.. The general order of sucoession should be sO' 
revised as to give the son's daughter, daughter's 
daughter and sister's son a higher position by placing 

I them between, father's father and lather's brother_ 
The Mysore Committee also has not lost sight of th&. 
claims olthese relatives. . It has laid down certain. 
principles for determining the right of succession: 
and given a table of succassion based on these princi
ples. Acoording to its reoommendations, the son's 
daughter and the daughter's daughter would ooma 
immediately after the daughter's son, while th& 
sister's son would come after the sister who herself" 
would be placed immediately after the brother's iseue
to the seoond generation. Thus, the Mysore Com
mittee's proposals would give these near relatives a. 
muoh more advantageous position than tllose of th~ 
Baroda Committee. 

5. The ohildre~' of a· predeceased daughter.neft 
the children of a predeceased sister should be allowed' 
to inherit with living daughters or sisters as the oase
may be where they happen to be heirs and shoulel 
get the share which their mother would have got .. 
if alive when the inheritance opened. There is n()oo 
corresponding recommendation in the Mysore Com
mittee's report. The recommendation, it may be
observed, is 1I.0t of very great importanoe from the. 
point of view of women's rights. 

Aocording to the school of Hindu law followetl 
in Baroda and In fact in the Bombay presidency. 
all female heirs except those that succeed as widows 
of aagatra aapindas ,of the last owner have absolut& 
right of inheritance in properties inherited by them 
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whether from a male or a female. This fact should 
h borne in mind while discussing the reoommenda
*ions of the Baroda Oommittee for enlarging the 
JOwel'll of female heirs over inherited property. 

The Committee proposes that the widow of the 
JIl'opositus, the . sons' widows and widows of other 
golr~a sapindlll! should have absolute proprietary 
~igbts over property inherited (or obtained on parti
tion) if its value does not exceed Ri. 12,000 .and 
fimited rights over property in exoess of that limit. 
'the logical bllSis of this proposal is not very obvious 
and the limit seems to have been somewhat arbitra
my fixed. While rightly observing that .. that limited -
ewnel'llhip has been the root oause of all the misery 
that has fallen to the lot of ffindu women and the 
sooner it is oompletely abolished, the better" and 
effectively answering . the various objeotions urged 
against givin~ absolute ownership to . widows, the 
Uommittee yet hesitates to propose the tohl abolition 
of limited ownership. .. But having regard to the 
rong time under whioh the present restrictions have 
prevailed and the utiwlllingness of a large number of 
people to remove them all at onoe,o, they propose 
.. _that as a transitional measure- full ownership' may' 
lie given 9ver property yielding a oertain amount of 
income whioh may be taken as sufficient for an ordi
II8I'y middle olass family.... This is'the basis' of its 
yeconimendBtion, It appears somewhat strange that in 
Baroda where the law is more liberal in its treatment 
ef women than in most ·other parts of India " commi~ 
hae specially appointed for making proposals with a 
view to liberalising the law still further snould have 
1tesitated to propose the total abolition of .... woman's 
estate" so far at any rate as. the near relatives of the 
lut male owner B're concerned. "ltmay be noted that 
though in Mysore diffioulties in' the way 'of reform 
lIle much greater; the Mysore Committee have pro.
)lOBed that the widow, mother, daughter and other 
relations by blood of a Hindu male should have full 
. proprietary rights over property_ inherited from him, 
which would mean the abolition of It women's 
estate .. for all praotical purposes. 

Another' proposal of the Baroda Committee in 
eonneotion with limited estate which may be notioed 
i$ tha~ the scope of legal nece.sity may be extended 
80 as .to include philanthropio acts. The Mysore 
Qommittee more guardedly suggests that reasonable 
am of oharity should be inoluded in the "definition 
of legal necessity. If limited estate cannot be entirely 
&pensed with, it follows that wherever it is to be 
retained , the power of the limited owner to utilise 
the estate for philanthropio purposes must be subject 
to a condition that the purpose and the extent of the 
property devoted therefor should be reasonable, 
having regard to all oiroumst!lonoes.ln this view the 
Mysore Committee's recommendation seems to be 
preferable to that of the Baroda Oommittee. 

Following are the principal reoommendation~ of 
the B~roda Committee in regard to the law relating 
to maintenanoe which deserve notioe :--

The right of maintenana. of the wife sbould be a 
obarge on th. prop.rly of the husband and Ihould prevail 
a8 against aU alienations whioh aJ:B not for lawful Don" 
Blde~ation and for genuine' family purpose or legal Deoes-

lily, th. wlf. being enlitl.d 10 ahallenge lUoh ali.nalio .... 
.It. limilar. proposal I. mado In r.speat of th. maln_ 
anoe right of other fomalo relatioDI. 
This is a salutary reform whioh would minimise 

the possibility of fraud. The Mysore Committee has, 
it may be noticed, made a reoommendation on ~he 
same lines. 

The CommlUe. "ugg •• tl thai a widowed daughter 
living in . her father'a house ever ainoe her beoomin8 a 
widow and having DO mean. of obtaining maintenance 
from hor husband'" famil, .hould be entill.d to be main
taiDed by her father'. famil, provided It oan atlord 10 
maintain ber. 
This recommendation which imposes reasonable 

limitations on the widowed daughter'll right to main
tenance is sounder tha (l the Mysore Committee's recom
mendation . according to whioh a widowed daughter' 
or sister who' 'oannot " obtain maintenance 'from her 
husband's family is ,entitled to get maintenance from ' 
the father's family, whether it is possessed of property 
or not and the Mysore Legislature would do well to 
amend the draft bill now before it on the lines of the 
Baroda Oommittee's suggestions.'" .,' 

'ConcubineS . and illegitimate ohildran,' U Is' 
suggested,· should have ,110' right of maintenanoe. 
The reaSOn assigned for this i-ecommendatlonis that 
thEiresulti of giving them 'the' right of mlilintenanOe 
would be to 'place a premium on immorality. The Com
mittee have in this matter taken a severely puritani
cal view of thinga which betrays a detachment from 
the praotioal work-a-day world, It may be pointed· 
out that whatever may· be said about oonoubines, ·it 
would· be really inhuman' to" penalise illegitimate 
children for the sins of their parents; " Even the case ' 
of O<iticubiries deserves better consideration. A man 
wbo has seduced a woman is in honour bound to 
look 'after her so long at any rate as sbe is faithful to ' 
him.: If the Oommitteethinks that its reoommenda
tion would put an end to immorality, it is greatly 
mistaken. Human nature being what it is, lhe 
accept"nce of its reoommendation would only tend to 
suhstitute . prostitution for oonoubinage. It is to be 
hoped that the Baroda Legislatura, when it deals with 
this recommendation of the Committee, will show 
greater regard to praotioal politics and to considera
tions bf humanity. 

Apart from the few recommendations criticised 
above, the proposals of the B~oda Committee are on 
the whole progressive and its report with the appen~ 
dioes forms a valuable addition to th~ study of the 
qUestion of Hindu law reform. 

M. P. SOMABEKHARA RAU. 

SCHOOL BOYS' HEALTH IN OlISSA_ 

I N this artiole I propose to examine the problem of 
the hsalth of boys studying in sohools in Orissa' 
Politically Orissa is cut up into four pieces, vill~ 

the present Orissa (which forms the tail end of the 
Province of Bihar and Orissa), and portio os lying 
in Bengal, Central Provinces, and Madras Presi
dency. The piesent Orissa (Long: 83-88 E. and 
19-23N.) is again subdivided into two p!lrts; one 
oomprises the twenty-six Indian States of Orissa 
spreading over an area of27,OOO sq. miles, and the 
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-other is kno",n as British Orissa having five districts 
with a total population of five millions., These five 
million people are distributed over an area of about 
20,000 sq. miles. ' . 

, The percentage of literacy in, thh\ 'area is 13. 
Englieh eduoation baa not made, much 'headway in 
this area but many people know their mother tongue, 
tOriya. There are indigenous schoole scattered all 
over this part of the country .. Beginning from the 
iowest, there are innumerable PathsholalJ (more 
commonly known as C1uJIshaJiB ) allover the coun. 
tryside for the education of young children. Every 
village has, one, or more,. of. {hase institutions. 
No statistics are available 'regsrding the state of 
~ in these institutions nor is anything definitely 
!known about the primary Bchools. ' So I shall here 
discuss only what is known about the oonditions pre
vailing in the ~iddle and High Schools. 

In all there are about a hundred of these schools 
( ~O middle and 20. high) and th~ ~umber of scholars 
is somewhere· about 12,000, These students'· are 
medically eumined by only one Medical Officer 
'Who is, an . M. B., assisted, by another witl{Iower 
Uledical qualifications. .These two officIals, are res. 
'POnsible far the general health of 12,000 students 
.soattered over an ; area of SO,OOO' Bit. miles I 
'The utter inadequacy of the arrangement hardlY 
needs anY comment. . They' are n"turally forced to 
_amine students in a'mostperfunctory way "Of course; 
they mention the diseasea from" wh.ioh the boys are: 
lound suffering and suggest remedies, but ·their·res
ponsibility oeMesu soon' as they have filled their 
.charts' and subinitted the neoessary" reports to their 
.superiors. The Principals and Head·MlISters of the 
schools tOo play their part in the scheme. They sign 
and send on these. charts, to the guardians of their 
.scholars. And there the matter rests-sin~ die I 

It will be seen that there· are three sets of 
people involved in the scheme--the medicaloffioers, 
the heads of· ,the educational institutions and the 
guardiaDs. And there· is no real contact or eo-. 
operation among them. The work of each, set 
ends with itself, and no one worries abouiwhat 
the others do or do not do. . The 'outcoate is that 
in most C888S no effect is given to wh"tever the 
l'8CommendatioDS might have been. ,The guardians 
w·iI;h whom these activities terminate, are generally 
as ignorant 88 they are poor, and in nine cases out 
of ten they do not realise what it is all about. 

It is a pity that the Government do not devise 
something more effective and really efficient. To 
have clinics attached to schoole is, in my opinion, 
a good plan which may do some real good to the 
schol ars. In England there are upward of 1200 
elinics for the treatment of special diseases, soch as 
those of the ear, nose aDd throat, eyes and teeth, the 
majority of such clinios being associated with the 
public elementary schools. Denbl clinics have beeD 
established in most areBS for the treatment of school 
children, facilities are given for obtaining ophthalmic 

. treatment, and speoi!ll arrangements are made for the 
removal of enlarged tonsils and adenoids. Medical 
inspection is followed up in many districts by the 

work of the volulltary Care oommittees . 88sooiated 
with the sohools,' imd 'these' Committees not. only' 
keep in touoh with.. the ,!lhlldren studying in those 
sohoole but) even with those leaving those schools. 
All the attention that the sohool boy in Orissa reo 
ceives is what the General Hospitals are able to con''; 
fer on the members of the publio, and it. 'Should, be 
noted that suoh General Hospit,liJ,. do not 'edst in 
many sohool areas. • . ' , ' 

The state of health of these soholars can be readi~ 
ly imagined. As an example; here are som~reoord~ 
ed figures under the head "Malaria"- '. . ,. 

Year: % of scholars affeot~ 
11126 ... 1.8 
1927 ... 17 
1928 .... 15. 
1~29 .... ,13 
1930 ... 17 . 

Under the head "Enl81'gement of Spleenl ' the 
figure is very nearly 70 p. 0; The index .far·;"skin 
diseases': jl 88 high &1\90 per c~nt; this. b.liingmostl:y 
due to not observing the laWs. of, ,hyg~nic., living, 
specially', those relating to regular ,and, propell 
meals. Recent investigation' and sU1'veydn leprosY' 
bringe out the fact' that 'olit' or everY one hundred 
of the .general populatjonone. ill affeoted withthlS . • , • ' . _ .' r -~ , • " 
diseaee ; .!lnd acoordinEi tothqt :"oD.lputatiq!l ,one per 
clint. of our school boys baa leprosy .. 

Is it not surprising', that, thereds< nOI placs for 
hygiene in the syl1ahuilprepared for the students .. t 
any' stage? Their' guardianS' are no~. educated' in 
these matters, nor even,oneiIhight' ~cid., th~, tel"lhera; 
Most of .the teachers " are, I!op).plet~l:r: ,ignorant, 'Q~-()r 
at least too indolent to observe-hygienio laws. No 
doubtthere is some proviSib'rt 'far'pilysical' education; 
but one cannot say-that'ft is satisfactory. 'Boys are 
mercilessly treated bytba !Jrill.teaohers who tak:e u; 
one cl88s after anot~r fro~.10,,:,30 a. m. to' p. m., In 
a tropical country like India the fact of havillg. to· do 
drill during the midday hoUrs is likely to do the boys 
more harm than good. This Substitute for' the uBllal 
outdoor games at normal hours whioh could be enjOy
ed by the students isob~i9usly highly detrimental to 
the physical welfara of the students. 

. : L. 'N. SAHu., 

',THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR' 
. CONFERENCE. 

, DISCUSSION OF THE IlIliECTOR'S REPORT. ' 

(F~,)11 OUB OWII OOBBl!lsP;)NDENr.) 

.GENEVA, Jun 11. 

THERE was aoe~tain innovation in this 'year'~ 
. annual report of the work .of the International 

Labour Organization to the CJnferenoe by the 
Director of the International Labour Offioe, Monsieur 
Albert Thomas, in that instead of following the uBllal 
course of passing in review the entire field of labour 
activity he concentrated his attention on the single 
issue of unemployment, more especially its unprece
dented ntent due to the present economic depression. 
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After haviDg disoussed the main oauses of this 
depression, which he attributes to 1. overproduction 
of certain agrioultural products suoh as wheat, 2. 
maladjustment between industrial production and 
effective oonsumption as, for instance, in the manu· 
faoture of maohine tools, 3. the lack of elastioity bet. 
ween currency and credit on the one hand and gold 
reserves on the other, •. lack of cODfidenoe resulting 
in industrial Itagnation, 5. faIl in the price of silver, 
6. the etcessiveoost of produotion in certain coun· 
tries, 7. recent industrial development as in India, 
Ohina, Japan, Australia, Latin America and Seviet 
Russia, 8. Customs barriers choking trade ohannels, 
9. Mal-distribution of population in relation to indus· 
trial needs, and 10. 'the rapid development of labour
Baving machinery and the process of rationalisation, 
the Director passes onto considerinhisreport possible 
means of remedying the unemployment due to this 
aituation. Four prinoipal suggestions have been put 
forward: the development of plaoing methods so tha~ 
coordinatioll bstween national plaoing systems may 
bs established and the sobeme may be extended from 
the national to the international field, the regulation 
of migration so that emigration may be directed to 
undeveloped regions, the developmentofpublic works 
with a view to absorbing the uDemployed and a 
proper study of unemployment inaurance for perfeot
ing the very necessary but much oritioized system of 
relief now prevalent in & few oountries. None of 
these methods, unfortunately, can serve to ameliorate 
the oonditionsimmediately for they all must take 
time to bs put into effect and moreover, will at any 
time encounter political and finanoial ohstaoles not 
easy to overoome. 

The disoussion of the Director's Report is' one of 
the important recurring items in the ,work of the Con· 
ference &s it provides an open forum for the free dis
cussion and determination of the policy of the Orga
nisation by the various interests taking part in it 
and this year it naturally turned rouDd the subject of 
economio depression in relation to unemployment. 
As Monsieur Thomas avowed in his oloslng reply to 
the various opinions put forward, the disc:ussion was 
rather less hopeful than one would have thought. For 
the most psrt the speakers contented themselves 
either by deploring the inevitability of the crisis or 
by oalling upon the Organisation to face the situa. 
lion without mentioning how exactly it should do so. 
Undoubtedly the most interesting, although disheart
ening, speeoh in the whole discussion w&S the one 
made by MODSleur Lambert Ribot, the French 
employers' delegate. With relentless logio he pro..' 
C8eded to show that monetary equilibrium, "on the 
old basis" oould not be established by manipulation, 
&S certain economists who stressed the unsatisfaotory 
distribution of gold u a oause of depression imagined, 
and eoonomic reorganisation must be bued on existing 
prioes. This must inevitably lead to the control of 
over.produotion whioh, however, must take account 
of a whole host of problems raised by "organised 
economy" such as the relation between agriculture 
and industry and between bome markets and foreign 
markets. It must also take into account existing 
stocks, purohasing power, praotical improvements 'in 
industry and a great many similar factors more 
easily enumerated than applied. Furthermore, the 
cost of production, 'by common oonsent, must be 
brought down in proportion to the purohasing power 
and to the volume of gold and oredit. Such reduc
tion could not be brought about by rationalisation 
alone for exoessive rationalisation only oreated fre~h 

. diffic:ulties. The price of raw materials could, hardly 
be expected to go further down without involving 
additional complioations, and there was little hope of 
diminution of either taxes or profits and that "terrible 
oonolusion" alone remained."the reduction of wages 

and expendnurs on social servioss," 
Many, if not most, of the workers' delegates Wer& 

indignant at Buoh an attitude although some ofthem. 
at any rate, seemed to b. willing to oontemplate th& 
reduotion of wages with equanimity if it were only 
nominal and real purohasing power would be main
tained. The Direotor, thaD whom there was no more 
eloquent or energetio ohampion of the workers' inter-
ests in all that V&st assembly, upheld the purpose of 
the Organisation with the statement that much as 
eoonomio questions formed the ooncern of the L L. O. 
it would be a mistake to regard the attitude of the 
Organisation in these matters &S purely naturalistic 
in its eoonomio philosophy and devoid of any well. 
defined outlook. It was there to advance sooial 
policy and the insistence on the examinatioD of eoo· 
nomio questions from this point of view was ita 
special funotion. 

On the same' grounds also he defended his posi .. 
tion against the attaoks m&de on him due to certaiIl 
outspoken comment on his part about the Britisb 
Government's tardiness in ratifying tb.e Washington 
Hours Convention and a statement made by the Bri
tish employers' representative on the Governing 
Body of the L L. O. to the effect that Great Britain 
must look in vain to Geneva for the solution of her 
problems. The justification of the D1~ector'a action 
w&S olearly put by Mr •. Bakhale-wllomade ODe of 
the few 'excellent Bpseohes of this Bession of the Con
ferenoe-when he Baid that "while forces are aoting 
in different directions to undermine the influence of 
Geneva and all it stands for, this Conferenoe is en
titled to know, through a suitable machinery. 
whether those who have solemnly owned their allegi .. 
anoe to the Peace Trsaty and to the International 
Labour Conferenoehave maintained their faith ill 
them, and have carrisd out, both in the spirit and ill 
the letter, the sacred international obligations enjoin. 
ed upon them by the terms of the Peaoe Treaty anel 
lhe International Lllbour Connntions." 

Both Mr. Bakhale and Mr. Walohllnd Hirachandl 
referred to the effeots of the eoonomio depression on 
India; but while one regretted the backward oondi
tions of labour prevailing in the country, the other 
seemed to imagine that on aoconnt of India's member
ship in the I. L. O. it was being "stampeded" into 
acoepting standards whioh were neither suitable nor 
necessary. Sir Atul Chatterjee reoognized the legiti. 
maoyof much of Mr. Bakhale'B oomplaint and oited 
the present opportunity of the Round Table Conferene& 
as one in whioh the various interests oanoerned oould 
put forwar~ their views so as to obtain adequate 
balanoe of power in the new constitution. He hoped. 
moreover, that the efforts of the Whitlsy Commission 
would hue h&d the effeot of oonsolldating publiC' 
opinion in India on this important question. All 0IIl'" 
three Delegates were at one in critioising the Oraga
nisation for its preponderatingly European oharacter 
in spite of its pretensions to universality. That criti. 
cism is undoubtedly true but, as Sir Atul Chatterjee 
did not hesitate to point out, whatever may be the

. future of this Organisation, today It is moved by the 
foroe of publio opinion alone. Until publio opinion 
in India has learnt to appreoiate the importanoe of 
Geneva our aDnual supplioations for inflllenoe here
in proportion to the financial burdens we are called' 
upon to bear must fall on deaf ears. Besides, it must 
be frankly recognised that power and inflnenoe with
in the Organisation are not to be had only for what 
we give by way of oontributions. They are the meed 
for what we are as a nation and our industrial Of
ganisation can hardly be described as eithar strong 
or powerful. 
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THE ANTARCTIC EXPEDlTION. 
LITTLE AMERICA. AERIAL EXPLORATION 

IN THE ANTARCTIC. THE FLIGHT TO 
THE SOUTH POLE. By RICHARD EVELYN 
BYRD. (PutnlmlB, London & New York.) 1930. 
24cm. 4022p. $5'00. 

· IN the world of today, unknown areas have shrunk 
to a minimum undreamed of even a oentury ago. No 
more are maps punctuated by regions marked by the 
magio word "Unexplored". As the author of this 
book records to look on land previously unseen by 

· the human eyes is now a rare experience. To find 
such areas, one must go either to the tops of high 
mountains or to the regions surrounding the Poles. 
Both these conditions are fulfilled in this fasoinating 

,aocount of adventure and heroism, which so holds 
the reader's enthralled attention that when at last the 
book is laid down he feels that he has himself been 
living- in the Antarctic, and companying with the 
adventurous party who carved a little city out of 

· snow and ioe and Polar darkness. 
Conditions of life as described in the Polar area 

me. BO different from anything experienced by the 
ordInary reader tbat he feels he has been moving in 
a new world built in a sorl; of Fourth Dimension. 
There are the weird contradictions of the Pole itself
-of a place where one moves toward the north in what
ever direction he may travel, where the Bun rotates 
'in a circle round and round the whole horizon with 
no differenoe between day and night, and n~ line 
,~f demarcation between, one day and the next. Is it 
-a part of the world we live in, or has one stepped 
-through the "Looking Glass" with" Alice"? Emperor 
Penguins, sociable seals, enormous dogs at onoe 

-savage and friendly, with vast numbers of spouting 
-whales make up the animal life, of the picture For 
the stage setting we have the white world of vast 
ioe fields and the reaches of the Polar Plateau with a 
background of the peaks and glaciers of th~ Queen 
Maude Range of lofty mountains. Yet the world is 
not all whits, but shot through with the many colours 

-()f the irridescent ice barrier 8S seen in the sunset of 
the Polar day, and the flaming aurora of the long 
llOlar night. 

Set against the background of nature inher 
!"iIdeet and ~ost intJ:aotable moods blizzard, ice pack, 
Ice-crevasse, Inconceivable cold, we find life carried 
on with the aid of the most modern scientific devices. 
Electric light, thermos cookers which make an oat
meal.breakfast, piping hot, a possibility on the very 
Pole Itself, aeroplanes and Radios &1'e daily accom
paniments of that etrange existence. The Geological 
Party, on its slow trek with dogs and sledges towards 
,the great snowy peaks of t~e Queen .Maude Range, 
loo~ up to see Byrd and hiS compamons flying over 
their heads en route to the Pole. To quote Dr. Gould 
leader of tb.~ party, .. Here was Commander Byrd 
.an~ his party covering in four hOUlS a distance 
whlch took us four weeks to cover with our dogs:' 
Even more a,!"lIoZing is the fact that the ioe-bound 
.()()~pany which lived literally buried in the snow 
durIng the Antarctic night was continually in touch 
wit~ its bases in New Zealand and New York, while 
during the summer months of exploration every party 
that left Little America was in ,constant commu nl. 
eation with those left at the centre. No wonder 
that Byrd remarks that it is R"dio and flying which 
have reyolutionized. the whole technique of polar 
exploration, and which will finally lead to the "Con
quest of the Antarctic:', 

Not least in this remarkable account is the "human 
interest" aspect of the story, No one can rise from its 
reading with the feeling that the heroic has died 
out of human nature. Intrepid, daring and patient 
endurance are charaoteristics of this group of mell.' 
The reader marvels at the courage of the seamen, as 
their pitifully inadequate boats plough through the 
grinding ice pack, and at the calmness of the pilots 
as the plane feels its dangerous way up the windy ice 
slopes of the glacial" hump" on the dash to the pole. 
Yet his most heartfelt admiration is given not dur
ing these moments of thrilling adventure, butrather 
throughout the long months of darkness when the 
Expedition, while physioally hibernating under 
many feet of drifted snow, yet kept up its morale, 
and carried on its full time sohedule of study and 
detailed preparation for the adventures of the com
ing months. All honour to men who could sleep 
with banked fires and open doors at a temperature of . 
70' below zero; all honour to the man who rose at 
that temperature to light the fire in the morning, and 
to the oook: who produced breakfast under suoh 
handicaps" While men do suoh things and keep 
cheerful, the human race has not grown soft. 

To anyone who wishes to get out of his own en- , 
vironment and live for hours in a new world, of 
experience and breathless adventure, we hea1tiIy, 
recommend the reading of this bouk. 

A. B. VAN DORElf. 

PERSIA 
PERSIA OLD AND NEW, By W. WILSON CASH. 

(Churc~ Missionary Society, London.) 1929. 
19cm.72p. 1/-
un is against the impregnable rook-wall of IMam, a8 a 

system embraoing every spnere, and duty. and aot of life~ 
that the wavel of missionary effort beat and buffet in 
vain. Marvellously adapted alike to the olimats, charaa
ter, and occupatioDs at those oountries upon whioh 'it hall 
laid ita adamantine grip, Ialam holds ita votary in Oom
plete thrall from the oradle to the grave. To him, U is 
Dot only religion, it is government, philosophy, and 
scieDce as well .... So 10DIL as ~bl. all-oompelling, all-absorb
bing code of JUe holds an easCern people in its embrace, 
determining every duty and legulating every acf of 
existence, and finally me'ing out aD assured salvation. 
missionary creaaure and missionary self-denial will 
largely be spent in vain." , 

THUS Lord Curzon wrote about forty years ago in his 
Persia. (vol. I, p. 509 ) after Witnessing the struggle of 
the Missionaries in Persia. These words would 
discourage any Mission either Amerioan or English 
for ~vangelization of Persia. The Rev. W. Wilson 
Cash of the Church Missionary Society of London 
in this little volume has desoribed the, extent of 
Christianity and the work of the Christian Missions 
in Persia. The Rev. Cash has made the subject very 
interesting both by briefly drawing the picture of 
Persia of the past and by narrating the recent political 
cbanges under the regime of Shah Riza Khan Pahlevi. 
who, as the author says, • led an awakened nation in 
a great renaissance '. The style and language is 
plain and simple and as suoh tile book has a great 
value for the Christian propaganda • 

Lord Curzon was right when he wrote in 1893 
about Persia: "We shall not have brought her within. 
the pale of civilization until we have got at the core 
of the people and given a new and a radical tw ist to 
the national character and institutions." 'Shah 
Rizs Khan by his coup d'etat has given that twist; 
and has revolutionised both the Persian charaoter 
and the constitution. He has established a" new sense' 
of security," by suppressing brigandage and robberies. 
Construotion of roads and rail ways, ed~()ation of boy. 
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Bnd girls, reorganisation of medical servioes and in· 
troduotion of the parliamentarian form of government 
are the most importsnt items in his policy of recons· 
truction. Riza Khsn bas thus determined to lead his 
people to a proud and glorious day as was felt even 
by a stone mason of King Darius' time when ha 
inscribed on a pillar: .. I am a stone in the palace of 
Darius, the King of Kings." The author observes that 
in this rapidly progressive P~rsia" Islam lies hehind" 
and is of opinion that there wiJI be a oorresponding 
ohange in Persia's spiritual outlook. He fully 
believes tbat in Christisnity, Persis will find a new 
faith that will satisfy the people and lead them 
" forward to a new and glorious day in its history." 
He is indeed very optimistio and has good ground to 
be so. It is very rightly said that "Persia has 
witnes,.ed the rise of more religions than any other 
country in the world.* Zoroastrianism was the 
earliest religion practised and professed hy the Per
sians. Aocordi ng to Sir Denison Ross, Christianity 
in Pe:sia was found in the third and fifth oenturies. 
Then came Manichacean religion which was based 
psrtly on Zoroastrianism and partly on Christianity. 
In the sixth century there oame a a sooialistic reli· 
gious reformer called Mazdak. In the seventh oen· 
tury, Arabs conquered Persia and offered the Per
sians the option of aooepting Islam or of retaining 
their own faith on payment of a poll-tax. Sir Deni
son Ross says .. the vast majority aooepted Islam. " 
Islam has since been regarded as the State religion of 
Persia and the preaching of any other religion was 
suppressed by the State. Thus we find in 1850 Bah, 
the founder of 13abis!ll, exeouted and in 1864 there 
was wholesale expulsion of the Babis. Thereaft r 
Baha·Allah, one of Bab's disoiples, proclaimed himself 
ftS the Prophet wllom Bab had announced to come 
Persia has therefore been the bsttle ground for 
religious propaganda. 

Evidently, due to the laok of literature in Per
sian, Christianity did not make much progress in 
Persia. The Rev. Cash very briefly give. an inter
esting sketch of the Missionary work ill Persia from 
1811 when Henry Martyn went to Shiraz and trans· 
lated the New Testament in Persian. Though a 
Ohristian was bitterly hated and regarded as I a dog 
of a ·Christian' yet he was never subjected to perse
oution of the type which was meted out to Zoroa.tri
ans, Mani, Mazdak, Babis and Bahais. In 1869 Dr. 
Bruoe went to Persia and selected Ispahan as the 

. centre of his Missionary work. By 1896 the Christian 
Missionary Society aotually bought land in Ispaban, 
the stronghold oftbe Mullahs. Miss Mary Bird became 
very popular amongst the women who oalled her 
'Khanum Maryam '. Amongst the Christian pion
eers Mr. St. Olair Tisdell is mentioned as one who 
took up the second line of Martyn's work by produC
ing new Christian literature for Persia. Persia before 
the War was politically under two spheres of influ
ence-British and Russian. For the purposes of 
Christian' propaganda the author has rightly divided 
Persia into the Amerioan sphere of influence in the 
north and the English in the soutb under the Christian 
Missionary Soaiety of London. Hospitals and sohools 
have been the important and neoessary modu~ operandi 
of the Society. The hospitals are, in aocordance with 
the Christian message, places where "the blind receive 
their sight, the sick are healed and the lame walk .... 
The author makes no seoret of the evangelioal use of 
Mission sohools when he writes," to leave young 
Ohristians to find their education through Moslem 
institutions is to ask for disaster ... and, no sooiety 
can build up a strong Churoh whioh leaves its oon
verts either illiterate or to be eduoated hy non·Chri-

• .. Religions of Persia: The RisB of I.lam i Earlv 
Ch istianity ,. by Sir E. Denison ROBS in the Perlia Number 
of the London Times, January 5th,1931, 

stians and sorrounded by influenoes which are often . 
anti·Christian. It is for this reason that there ought 
to be a boys' and girls' school at every mission 
centre. " ( p. 34). In 1927 there was an Inter-Uhuroh 
Conferenoe at Ispahan. The Persian Christians repre
senting the Churoh of north and south met and ap
pointed a Home Mission Board consisting of 
Persian converts. It was desired to have one Church 
in Persia in order to secure spiritual unity, .. to 
make their faith an expression of indigenous spil'i
tuallife and to control their own affairs." 

Religious toleration is the most remarkable 
feature under Riz, Khan's regime. Even the Bahais 
are free to profess and preach their religion openly. 
The country is now making progress by leaps and 
bounds. The purdah is fast disappearing. The young 
Persia is up with the spirit of nationalism. These oan by 
no means be regarded as indication that "Islam is dead"· 
(P. 3 ). It is rather diffioult to follow the author when 
he writes: .. the spirit of the oonstitution is a serious 
blow to Islam. The people appointed their Shah. He 
is one of themselves, a man among men. and the 
constitution does ideally mean freedom, equality and 
brotherhood. Inoreasingly Persians are coming to 
see that Islam and the oonstitution are contradictory 
methods of government" (p, 15), What has really 
happened in Persia is that the rule at the Mullahs is 
dead. The Mullah had become obnoxious and unpopular 
on acoount of his strenuous opposition to reforms. 
Everyone knows that Islam is not Mullah. The 
instanoe of the arrest of the Mullah of the famous. 
mosque of Kum by the Shah on acoount of the rea
sonable protest of the Shah's wife against the sermon 
of the Mullah who in herprasenoe strongly deprecated 
the removal of the purdah can under no circumstanoes 
be regarded as an act of violation of Islam. The Mullah 
like the priests all over the world has been most con
servative and has invariably opposed democraoy. 
Democracy hay sucoessfullY attaoked tbe priest in the
West and it is bound to overpower him in the East. 
Faith in religion has outlived the priestly power in 
the West and it would not be surprising to see that 
Islam would still be the State religion in Persia without: 
the Mullah. The author admits that the" Churoh is 
not built up solely from Moslem oonverts, for in it are 
men and women who were formerly ~ws, Persians, 
Bahaisand the followers of the Ahl-i-Hakk." The 
honest oonfessions of the author that." the Churoh 
is small, very small at present, but it is a witnessing 
Church" ( p. 64) and that "A hundred years hav:e 
worked a revolution in thought and outlook and thIS 
little band of Missionaries stands on the threshold of 
a new day", ( p. 55), fully justify the observations. 
of Lord Curzon about the" impregnable rook-wall of 
Islam". Persia is in the midst of the national 
awakening for political and enconomio reconstruc
tion and not in the vortex of the religious reforma
tion. 

L S. HAJL 

SHORT NOTICES. 
FRANCO-GERMAN RELATIONS. 1878-1885. 

By ROBERT H. WIENEFELD. (TheJohnsHopkins 
Press, Batimore.) 19Z9. 240m. 200p. $1. 50. 

THE book is an intensive study of the diplomatia 
relation between France and Germany for a br!ef 
period of seven years folIowing the treaty of Berbn. 
The outstanding historioal faot whioh the. author 
brings out in the oourse of what are essentially a 
series of researoh artioles is that from 1878 to 1885 
the diplomatio relation between F18noe and Germa
ny was particularly cordial .. ~he learned. professor 
holds that in the peace negotIations of Berbn, as also 
in the subsequent French efforts of the Jules Ferry 
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ministry at colonial expansion on, African Boil, the 
Iron Chancellor had a particularly Boft corner for 
the humiliated opponent of Frankfurt. Gfeat em
ph!lSis is laid in this connection on the French 
occupation of Tunis in 1881 and further confirmation 
of a l!'ranco·German cordial relation is obtained 
from the practical conquest of French Sudan, south 
of Algeria and from the capture of Tomkin from the 
Chinese in Asia. 

Dr. Wienefeld has done well to call attention to a 
few facts in the history of late nineteenth century 
Europe which have generally been neglected by 
popular writers. But even assuming that facts stated 
by the author are historically oorrect enough, one may 
still wonder if the author's treatment of the facts 
does not give rise to a misleading conception of the 
diplomatic history of the period. Firstly, the years 
1878 to 1885 are precisely the years in which Triple 
Alliance between Germany, Austria and Italy was 
concluded. Can it be agreed that the alliance W!lS 
solely intended against Rusia, the dictator of St. 
Stephano? Secondly, is it not a fact that until 1884, 
the Imperial Chancellor was not converted to a policy 
of colonial expansion for Germany? The encourage
ment which Bismarck gave to Jules Ferry in his colo
pioJ. programme c"n be argued to be due more to' the 
Cilancellor's absence of a persollal interost in it from 
the point of Germany. Lastly, the theory that Ger" 
many even took a kindly view 'of the French ambi
tion of a colonial empire entirely falls to the ground 
when the action of Prince Bulow is recalled in de
manding the dismissal of Tbeophi Dulcase early in 
the present century. To us it seems that despite' a 
!ew facts which admit of. a c~ntrary interpretation, 
It would not be sound hIStorical judgment to pro
nounce that even during the years following the 
treaty of Berlin, Germany had any serious intention 
to reh .. bilitate ber former enemy by helping to create 
an overseas dominion. 

X.M.P. 
, 

THE r~EW J. L. AND OTHER STORIES. By 
M. E, M. YOUNG. (Burns Oates.) 200m. 108p. 5/

THIS is a book of eleven short stories. The authoress 
has shown great skill in working out the techni
que essential for the writing of such stories. In a 
remarkably short space allotted to each story she has 
been able to bring out the salient characteristics 
<;>f each person in it and to convey to the readers the 
Idea. underlying it. She certainly seems to have 
acqulled the art of story-writing. 
, In" The Dinner Time ", we find a young and 
bashful b~ put in the company of a V. C. Apparent. 
ly th!, boy 18 the type of a hero-worshipper, so com
mo~ In every country among the oheap fiction readers. 
He 18 keen to know and hear his hero. He picks up 
enough courage to ask him to lunch. In spite of 
h:is timidity he ~lurts out that he was a Roman Catho
bo, when certain remarks about that religion were 
made. Tile climax of pathos and humour are well 
worked out. 

o • A very interesting story is that of J. L. He 
wlltes a play which he mana~es to stage successfully 
under the. name of a well-known playwright. He 
was promised that once the success of the play was 
achieved his name as the real author of the play 
would be announced by a letter to the press. IT n
fortunately before this lettar could be published, the 
playwright in question dies. J. L. loses all hope of 
ever getting his name as the author of the pI ay 
known to the publio. The wife of the deoeas ed 
person comes to his help and sends the promis ed 
letter to the press. 

The authoress b..s chosen her ch~racters from 

diverse walks of life. They inolude a school girl, 
a soldier, a French peasant woman and a playwright. 
She has done full justice to all of them. Everyone 
of her stories has a touch of piety. Almost everyone 
in the book is a Roman Catholio. There id a liberal 
sprinkling of picus expressions and s pointed use 
bas been made of .. The Mass" and" Lourdeo" with 
the refreshing exception of two stories. This convi
nces the reader that the authoress herself is a Roman 
Catholio. Tbis tinge of religion might have been 
wisely left out from a book of short stories. 

M. S. CHEEMA. 

SELECT POEMS OF SAROJINI NAIDU. 
Chosen & Ed. By H. G. D. TURNBULL. ( Oxford 
University Press. ) 1930. 200m. 2'lp. Rs. 2. 

SAROJINI CHATTOPADHYAYA was born at Hyderabad 
(Deocan) in 1879. She took some of her genius from 
her father whose character she has epitomised in 
Pater's phrase: "curiosity and the desire of beauty". 
She was a precooious child and an independent one 
-at the age of fifteen she embarked on an inter-caste 
marriage. While still very young she went.to Eng
land and there had the fortune to win the friendship 
of two notable oritics of poetry. Edmund Gosse 
urged her to devote ber mastery of the Engl ish lan
guage to the presentation of Indian thought and feel
ing and not to the well-worn English themes to 
which she had previously set her hand. :Alihur 
Symons was another deeply appreoiative critic. He 
remarked her extreme sensitiveness to all physical 
sensations, her hurnour-'whioh was part of her 
strange wisdom', her, p&ssionate tranqUillity of 
mind. 

Mrs. Naidu bas published three volumes of 
poetry: The Gold." Threshold, Tile Bird 0/ Time, and 
Ths Broken Wing, of which some admirable selections 
are given in the volume before us. Mr. Turnbull's 
book is perhaps an indication, however slight, that 
the educational authorities of. British India are at 
last awakening to some sense of sanity and propor
tion, and that instead of forcing upon tbeir students 
the unintelligible themes of Milton and-save the 
mark-Tennyson, they .are going to aIlow them to 
study. the products of 'their own so richly diverse 
culture. ' 

In Mrs. N aidu the past of India" jewelled with 
embers of opal and peridot" comes to new We. She 
is eq',lally the prophetess of the glorious fulure with 
its" manifold sound of crescent honours, splendours, 
victories vast ". But perbaps her greatest task has 
been to give a real impetus to the Womell's Move
ment in India. "The Indian woman of to-day," 
she has declared, "is once more awake and profoundly 
alive to her splendid destiny as the guardian and 
interpreter of the Triune Vision of national life- ' 
the Vision of Love, the Vision of Faith, the Vision 
of Patrio'ism." 

VERRIER ELWIN. 

HINDU ADMINISTRATIVE'INSTITUTIONS. 
By V. R. RAMACHANDRA DIKSHITAR. (Univer
sity of Madras. ) 1929. 22cm. 401p. Rs. 6. 

PROFESSOR AIYANGAR, who apparently supervised 
this piece of research work, has, in his introduction to 
it, quite correctly estimated its value:-"Our researoh 
scholar has attempted .. by a . frankly sy nthetio 
method to collect together such imformation as could 
be got on the political idea, and the principles under
lying the institutions of the Hindus for carrying on 
administration." "A work of this kind naturally is 
not preoisely ohronological in characLer." It being 
.. difficutt to trace anything like a development of 
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these institutions •.•• tile neJ<~ best enort ought to be 
to get as complete.a picture of these institutions· as 
we can. and thllt is what is attempted to be done here, 
and to that extent it may lay itself open to the 
objection that it is not rigorously chronologicai. N 

It will readilj: be conceded tbat the ohief merit of the 
work is in the oollection of materials from different 
sources.- necessary step for any substantial origi. 
nal work; at the same time its chief defect is piling 
together references from sources widely separated in 
time and place with a. view to draw up a complete 
picture. one is led at once to ask : to which time 
and place does this proture belong? It would be a 

'laconic reply if we ara told' to Ancient India.' Apart 
from the collection of references, many of the author's 
attempts at showing the mutually illustrative clia
racter of those references are very helpful. In my 
post-graduate classes (in Ancient Indian History 
and Culture) I have often placed this book in the 
hands of students as a basis for seminar work and I 
have found tbat it is a stimulating piece of r~se"rch 
for beginners in that line who are learning to collect 
and use ref~rence.. I only wish the organisation of 
Mr. Dikshit. .. ·s materials were more in accordance 
with the principles of historical criticism, and that 
at least a rough outline of development in time and 
place had been attempteg, 

S. C. SARKAR. 

TAXI I By ANTHONY ARMSTRONG. (Hodder and 
Stoughton.) 1930. 20cm. 319p. 7/6. 

THIS is.a very humorously written book-all about 
taxis. There is plenty of information in it too. We 
make the acquaintance of "George, the taxi·man." 
The difficult things a man has to do before he can 
take out a licenoe as a taxi·driver in London are 
~ost alarming. There is a stiff medical test, a vision 
test, a knowledge of London test to pass. There Bre 
_many candidates who appear for these examinations 
. month after month. Of 13,000 Examined during 1929 
less than 500 were ultimately successful. When the 
tad·driver reaches the age of 50 years, he has to sub
mit to renewed examinations every five years. There 
are -about 100 taxi.drivers of over 75 years of age in 
Lomlon, but they are efficient. 

There is no lack of romBnce. in the taxi.driving 
trade. The ohapters about "Things Left in· Taxis" 
and "Strango Jobs" which a taxi-man may be ex· 
pected to do Bre most entertaining. In London-alone 
160,000 articles left in taxis were handed to the Lost 
PropertY Offioe in 1929. Quite a number of absent;. 
minded1>eople leave the article they have just re
claimed in the very taxi which takes them home 
from ~he Lost :rroperty Office I For safe driving, 
there IS no one like the London taxi.man. His Pari· 
sian colleague is more inspired, but gives his fare 
more grey bairs. The driving of the Italian taxi· 
man is suicidal, that of the :Berlin driver is conven. 
tionally unimaginative. The New York driver ap
p!irently makes a point of disobeying traffio regula
tIons. 

A most enjoyable book, full of living interest • 
. - H. KOHN. 

THE HiSTORY OF JAHANGIR. By FRANCIS 
• GLADWIN. (B. G. Paul & Co., Madras.) 1930. 
. • 22cm. 184 p. Rs. 5/-
FRANCIS GLADWIN was one of those accomplished 
Persian schohns and translators who flourished under 
the patronage of Warren Hastings. 

The book under review is'a fragment of a big'> 
work which Gladwin wanteol to write on the reigns
of Jahangir, Sh&hajahaQ and Aurangzeb. Althougb a' 
fragment it gives a sober aRd accurate aooount of the
reign of J ahangir. The material of the book has bem . 
taken from authentic Persian manuscr!pts which Glad. 
win had eolleoted and the author has shown great. 
oare and judgment in seleotiDg his authorities. 

The editor h811 taken great pains in editing the 
present edition; but the usefulness Of the book would 
have been enhanced had he added a glossary of Per-· 
sian and Arabia words whioh occur in the book. 

Although the book is not likely to help a student· 
of Indian history to solve some intriguing problems 
of Jahangir's reign, yet it gives in a clear and force
ful style the narration of the reign of Jahangir, the
Merry Moghul. 

B. H. NAIK. 
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