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Topics of fhe SWeeh,

Courageous Counsel,

CoURAGE and refreshing candour characterired
the address that Prof. Brij Narain delivered to the
gtudents of Lahore on the 30th of May last, He
roundly declared that “Our communal leaders are
the worst enemies of swaraj and the greatest
friends of foreign domination, and they know it.”
Defining Swaraj as not merely a fransfer of political
power from foreign to Indian hands tut a funda-
mentsl change in the economic organisation of
the ocountry, he eaid that “no swaraj s
possible in India until the hold of religion on
the masses iz weakened” : religion which to the
vast msjority 'means inhibitions snd supersti-
tions and karma and kismet, There is much con-
structive work to do before swaraj ocan be attained,
and thereafter sustained. Rationalisation of relig-
jon by the spread of science, the displacement of the
‘old religions that separated by the new religion of
‘Our country" which units, and the organisaticn of
workers and peasants, the primary producers of

> 'wealth, on a better economic basis, these have to be
- undertaken if swaraj is to be an abiding thing,

Touching upon the current burning topio of boy-
cott of foreign oloth, he declared it unsound and im-
practicable from an economic point of view and
futile from the political. Of the total demand for
cloth in 1913-14, 59 per cent was met by imports, 21
per cent by Indian mill industry and 20 per cent by
the hand-weaver; while in 192728 the proportions
respectively were 85, 42 and 23. Imports fell from
59 to 85, Indian mill production rose from 21 to 43,
and hangl-weaving from 21 to 23. “I% is to the mills,
or machine production, that we must look for the eli-
mination of foreign cloth from our markets, But the
process must be slow and gradual one,”

As & means of extracting political concessions
boycott was futile. If it was imagined,that the British
oloth interests would plead with the British Govern-
ment, “Grant her { India ) independence or the subs- i

tance of independence immediately, if you wish to
gave the British capitalist from ruin and the British
worker from stexvation”, the British Government
swould ask them if they were quite sure that India
would buy more British goods when the substance of
independence was granted to her. * * * The British
manufacturer is between the devil and the deep sea.
‘Wa threaten to boycott British goods in order to en-
force our political demands, and if Britain did concede
our political demands, we shall buy less British
goods than ever,”

*

* *

Britishers in Bombay:.

In congequence of the strong feeling in Indian
commercial circles regarding the means adopted by
the Government to deal with the present agitation,
Mr. Husseinbhoy A. Laljee, the President of the
Indian Merchants’ Chamber, recently addressed =
Jetter to the President of the Bombay Chamber of
Commerce to ascertain what the Eurcpean residents
of Bombay felt about the present situation and
whether they approved of the means adopted by the
Government to deal with it. In this letter Mr,
Laljee has frankly stated that the suspicions of
Indians in Bombay with regard to the Kuropean
attitude towards Indian aspirations were raised by
the letter written by the committee of the European
Agsooiation to the Local Government last month,
He has further expressed great concern st the grow.
ing estrangement of feeling between the Europeans
and Indians as evidenced by recent occurences in the
commercial world, and in his opinion nothing but a
frank avowal, of their attitude, on the part of the
Europeans will remove the estrangement. We are
glad to notice that the reply of Mr. Abererombie, the
President of the Chamber of Commerce, hag given an
assurance that the European Association of Bombay
have every sympathy with all the reasonable aspira-
tions of Indians towards responsible government,
Spesking on behalf of the Bombay branch of the
European Association and the Bombay Chamber of
Commerce, Mr. Abercrombie said that he agreed with
the conclusions reached by Sir C. H. Setalwad and .
Sir Cowasji Jehangir in their recent statement,
namely, that it behoves both sides to do everything'
in their power to secure peace with honour and that
the civil disobedience movement should be called off
simultaneously with the prcclamation of general
amnesty and the declaration of Dominion Con-
stitution as the agenda of the R. T. Conference, . He
has, in conolusion, expressed his earnest -desire that
the oordial relations ' between FKuropeans sund
other communities for which Bombay is specially
noted should continue unimpaired. We wonder why
there should not be in Mr. Abercrombie’s letter a
direct denial of the sllegation that the Europeans
took an active part in proposing some of themeasures
taken by the Governmenmt to suppress the present
movement.



302

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[JONE 26, 1930,

The League and the Minorities.

MR. C. A, Macartney has contributed an interest-
ingarticle, Posi-War Tangles in South-Eastern Europe
in the June issué of Current History. Therein he
says inler alia that South-Eastern Europe fo-day is an
imbroglio of jealousies, mutusl suspicions, and hosti-
lities, Before 1914 the Balkans were proverbial as
the storm centres of Europe : to-day the whole of the
South-Enastern part of Europe seems to be “Balkanis-
ed.”” Within n few years since the peace settlement
was hailed as a victory of democracy and liberty,
the newly created bounderies in South-Eastern Europe
have added a dozen problems for each one they solved.
An efficient and upright, if narrow and clumsy, bu-
reaicracy hag given way to political systems marked
by ignorance, ineptitude and curruption. Even that
special evil of national injustice, oppression of mi-
norities, exists to.day in an aggravated form in
almost all the successor States of Austria-Hungary.

With the end of strained relations after the War
an increasingly energetic demand for a more cons-
cientious application of the minority treaties was
put forward. All the countries of the South-eastern
Europe were required under the treaties to guarantee
equivalent treatment to all the members of the racial,
teligious and linguistic minorities within their
frontiers in regard to elementary eultural and politi-
cal rights. It amounted to s safegusrd against a
forcible denationalization of the minorities.

Those treaties, however, have been honoured very
half-heartedly. The Yugoslave have denied the
olaims of Bulgaro-feeling Macedonians to form a
minority. In Sltovenia Germans bearing Slovanie
names have been denied the rights of the minority.
But the greatest defaulter is Jtaly. She has ruthlessly
carried on a denationalizing process in her Slovenic
and Alto Adigo territories.

Even where the existance of minorities is adm.t-
ted, their position is undermined by the closing down
of their schools on the elightest pretext, and by mani-
pulating the electoral divisions in such a way as to
deprive them of any representation. In fact, barring
paper legislation, none of the States which profitted
under the peace tireaties has stood by them
honourably.

Apart from minority problems, the States whose
boundaries were widened after the war have been
confronted with the problem of reconciling diverse
elements in the majority population itself, The
Czchoslovakian State hashad to solve the problem
of the Slovaks, who are racially and linguistically
olosely related to the Czechs, but economically
wesker and distinguished by a thousand years of
separate history. The problem is yet to be solved
-though the tension is much lessoned.

In Rumsania the problem is fairly on its way to
gebtlement on account of the policy of devolution, as
opposed to ceniralization, followed by the Na-
tional Peasant Party. In Yugoslavia, on the other
hand, the tension is becoming greater. Two con-
flicting tendencies have been at work there. One
which aims at the cloge federation of the Serbs,
Croats and Slovens, and the other which aims at
the supremacy of the Serbs over all others. The
Slovens have not taken a directly inmical attitude
against the Pan-Serb conoception’ but the Croats
have. Parliamentary govermment having proved a

. failure, King Alexander has proolaimed a dictator-
ship. Unfortunately he rests his power on a corrupt
and despotic military clique. The problem of
minorities is, therefore, further from solution than
ever before.

* * L

Indian Industrial Progress.

SIR ALFRED CHATTERTON’S discourse on the In-
dian industrial outlook before the East India Associa-
tion, London, was the subject of a lively discussion
setting forth quite opposite points of view. Sir A,
Chatterton, while admithing that the industrial out-
put had increased threefold in the last quarter of a
century, iamented the fact that even to day only
1 per cent. of the population was engaged in modern
indusiry. Even the ares under cultivation had, in his
opinion, failed to keep pace with the increase in popu-
Iation. The increase of land values in rural areas-
prevented a rise in the standard of living., Sir Alfred*
said that India could not be said to be makingsatisfac-«
tory progress when 80 per cent, of her people were
living on the margin of subsistence. These conclusions
were not palatable to the school of super-optimists
and Sir David Chadwick held that there were many
more evidences of general progress than had been
allowed for in Sir A. Chatterton's survey, one of
which was the enormous growth of the internal’
markets in India. Sir David, however, admitted

that the fiscal policy of.. Government was
open to oriticism owing to the small
extent of protection given to industries. In his

opinion, the income-tax and the supertax were great
handicaps to progress owing to their high rate
which retarded the investment of money in new
concerns, With regard to the generalization that
India has great natural wealth Sir A. Chatterton
pointed out that less than 30 per cent. of the land sur-
face was suitable for cultivation and the mineral
wealth of more than half the country was hidden
beneath deep alluvial plains of the river valleys or
buried under woleanic outflow. As for labour,
although it was abundant it was inefficient
owing to malnutrifion and tropical diseases. Sir
Ness Wadia raised the question of the exchange
ratio, but the Chairman, Sir Manekji Dadabhoy, ex-
pressed his conviction that the decision about 18d,
ratio was wise. In spite of the fact that Lord Laming-
ton and Sir Ernest Low charged the lecturer with
pessimism, we believe that the major portion of what
the latter eaid is wholly in consonance with facts as

we know fthem,
-* - «

Railway Board and Railwaymen.

IN socordance with the undertaking given by
Sir George Rainy, the half-yearly conference bet-
weeon the Railway Board and the All-India Railway-
men’'s Federation was held last week and it has
been wvery fruitful of results, the most important
of which was the creation of a more friendly feel-
ing. Mr, V.V.Giri demanded that the Q.1P. strikers
who were taken back in service should be regarded
as reinstated and it was compiled with by the Board.
The Board also promised to sonsider sympathetically
the cases of those who had not complied with the
torme offered in February last, and instruct the
Agent of the G. I. P. Railway to give preference to
ex-employees, after dealing with the men on the
waiting lisb, 'With regard to the demand that powers
of dismisgal should not be delegated to the subordi-
nate staff, the Board sgreed to restrict the powers to
selected senior subordinates. On the question of .
block retrenchment the reply of the Board was
unsatisfactory since they do not promise mnything
except to inform the unions of any intention to make
a large reduction of jobs, Wholesale reductions
cause an amount of misery and the Board ought o
give an undertaking not to reduce more than an
agreed number of posts at one time as, after all, the
interests of the public and those of the employees are
in the last analysis identical. The Board admitted
that the new leave rules” were less liberal than the



4
JONE 26, 1930, )

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

303

. Fundamental Rules applicable t¢ Government ser-
vants but pleaded that they constituted a great im-
provement over the old rules, especially by tbe abro-
gation of the condition that the grant of leave must
not impose any extra cost on the State and by the
decision to maintain an adequate relieving staff. Mr.
Giri pleaded for various facilities for railway unions
with a view to expedite the development of a souund
Trade Union movement in the railways and although
most of them were refused Mr. Russel on behalf of

the Board admitted that the railway administrations

" had every desire to encourage the growth of trade
. unionism on sound lines. We hope that instead of
indulging in otiose desires the Board will take some
 practiocal steps to bring about the required result.
" The representatives of the Federation appraised the
Board of the discontent caused by recent reductions
in the rates of wages in some branches and put in a
plea for a further improvement in the minimum
wages. Mr. Giri deserves to be thanked on behalf
of the public for the disoreet way in which he has

negotiated for the removal of the grievances of .

yailwaymen,
* »

T
. Bihar and Orissa in 1928-29,

THE administration report of the province of

Bihar for the year 1928-29 unfolds a tale of steady
progress although in certain mpheres the speed is
decidedly the proverbisl snail-speed. The report re-
peats the usual wail about the permanent settlement
depriving the province of an inoreagein a land-reve-
nue and gays that the province is in state of economio
sn@mias. We find that the local boards spent on edu-
cation 27 per cent of their revenus and 44 per cent
on oivil works; this strikes as a topsy-turvy state of
things and we endorse the suggestion made in the
report that part of the cost of improving eommuni-
oations ought to be raised by a provinecisl tax on
motor vehicles. As in other provinces, we hear of
poor account-keeping, lack of supervision over
aocounts and over-lenience in the collection of taxes
in local boards and municipalities., The set-back in
the expangion of primary education duringthe year
is marked and ought to be corrected in time. We
are glad to note that great progress hes been made in
recent years in affording medioal relief to women, the
number of out-patients treated having inereagsed during
the last decade by nearly six lakhs. The report shows
an appreociation of the more sympathetic outlook on
police diffioulties shown by the Legislative Council
latterly and records & continued improvement in the
attitude of the public towards the police force. In ex-
cise the Bihar GGovernment have followed the policy
of “ minimum consumption and maximum revenue "
and take credit to themselves for a * remarkably
+ sucoessful policy.” We think, however, that the de-
orease during the last eighteenfyears of the consump-
tion of country spirit by only 3 lakhs of gallons is

- bardly one to pride upon and we urge the hecessity of
vigorous tempersnce propaganda ona much larger soa-
-1e than at preeent. The report complains of the repent-
» od attacks on forest policy made in the Council as
v if they were fictitious and merely obstructive but
- has no explanation to give of the various grievances
* of the publio which are the result of an unasympa-
thetio administration. The agrioultural department
has been oarrying on vigorous propaganda
by varrying out actusl demonstrations on the oul
tivators' own fields and has been active in supply-
Ing improved seeds and implements to the agricul.
turists, In accordance with the recommendations of
the Royr}l Commnyission it has been decided to open
an Agrmu}tural College in the province and it is
worth noting that even cooperative banks are
assisting agricultural activities by propaganda
and demonstrations. In spite of its mesgre

revenue the province shows a remarkasble indus-
trial activity in the State department which gives
aid to thirteen technioal schools and develops cottage
industries ; during the year it has fitted up 3,248 im-
proved looms in order to. develop the hand-weaving
indnstry.

* » -

The Madras Medical Association Protests.

THAT the Madras Medical graduates would
meekly submit to the insult recently levelled at
Indian Universities by the General Medical Counoil.
in England without a vigorous protest was hardly to
be expacted. We have just received a8 Memorandum
gubmitted by the Madras Meadical Couneil to the
Government of Madras on the subject of the refusal
of recognition to Indian medical degress by the
British Medical Council. The .Association Ffrankly
admits the advantages accuring to Indian graduates
from the recognition of Indian degrees by the British
Council but it thinks it is its duty to oppose any-
thing that would imperil the dignity of Indiam
Universities and lower them in the estimation of the
academic world. The Association poiunfs to the
practice in England of appointing inspectors for each
one of the thres subjects of Medicine, Surgery and:
Midwifery and on this ground objects to the appoint- -
ment of & single Commisgioner to inspeet medical
standards as was proposed by the British Medical
Council, The Association has quoted in its favour
the authority of the Inter-Universities Conference
which declared against the appointment of & single
Inspector who cannot bein a position to judge the
works of experts in all the three subjects. The Asso~
ciation thinks that the appointment of a Bosrd con-
sisting of the Director-General I. M. S. and three
Inspectors with British qualifications as proposed by
the Government of India ought to furnish the neces-
sary guarantes required by the British Medical Act
of 1886, and ought to be acceptable to the British
Medical Council, pending the inauguration of an All-
Indis Medical Council.

It is to be noted that Dr. Cameron, Vica.Chancel-
Ior of the Lucknow University, addressed & letter to
the British Council advising them to accept the alter~
native proposals for registration made by the Gov-
ernment of India in view of the serious situation
created by the losa of registrable gqualifications by
Indian Students. With regard to the suggestion
made by the British Medical Journal that the
decision of the Government. of Indis-to appoint a
temporary board was governed by political conside-
rations, the Association points to the resolution
unanimously adopted by the Inter-Universities Con-~
ference, a purely socademic body, protesting against
the appointment of a single commissioner, As for the
bug-bear of inadequafe training in Midwifery, the
memorandum quotes from an article by Dr. Comyns
Berkely disclosing the great laxity that prevails in .
Great Britain with regard to the observance of the
regulations of the British Medical Council and how
powerless the Couneil is to strike a single teaching
institution off the list. So the zeal and might of
the British Council is displayed only in the case of
Indian Universities| XLastly, the Association has
drawn attention to the harmful consequences that will
ensue with the frequent undermining of the prestige
of Indian Universities to Indian degree-holders in
continental Europe and other countries, The Asso-
oiation consequently has urged upon the Government
the desirability of immediately setting up an All-
India Counocil which will be in a position to deal with
other Medical Councils on the strict basis of recipro-
oity of treatment.

* » *
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Articles.

INDIAN FRANCHISE IN CEYLON.

MONG@ the most important questions which the
Donoughmore Commission on constitutional
reforms in Ceylon had to examine was that

of the franchise. One of the conclusions which - it
' a.rri'cred at on this subject was that the right of voting

* gshould be confined to those who have an abiding
interest in the ‘country or who may be regarded as
perma.nently gettled in the Island”, and proposed
that five years’ residence in Ceylon should be an
indispensable qualification for enrclment as an
elector. It obaserved that * this condition will be of
particular importance in its application to the Indian
immigrant population.” It is thus obvious that the
Commission regarded five years’ residence as a suffi-
cient restriction and that this qualification had been
prescribed with special reference to the Indian immi-
grant population. ' '

‘When the Commission carried on its investiga-

tions the Legislative Council of Ceylon contained
two Indian communal representa.twes, representmg
the whole Indian population in Ceylon and not only
the immigrant labourers, but supposed “ to pay spe-
cial attention to this section of their fellow-country-
men.” In considering what effect the abolition of
communal representation would have on the welfare
of the Indian labourers the Commission dealt with
the question as to how far the two. Indian
representatives had succeeded in securing improve-
ment in the condifions on the estates and said,
“Tt was, however, fairly clear that one of the
strongest influences in securing such new regulations
as are contemplated or which have to bhe
put into force has been the pressure of the
Indian Government, and, doubtless, this will eon-
tinue to be exercised.” It further observed that a
large section of the Indian labourers might be. re-
garded as permanent residents of Ceylon and that
* gven when there is & necessary five years residen-
tisl qualification, & considerable number of these
people will become entitled to & voice in the election
of the territorial representatives, and inthat way
should be able to secure, perhaps, s more effective
expression of their grievances and difficulties in the
Legislative Council than under the present arrange-
ment.” These observations make it clear that the
Commission recommended the abolition of Indian
communal representation in the belief that under
the residential qualification laid down by it an ap-
preciable number of Indian labourers would be able
to acquire the vote and that the Government of India
would continue to intervene on their behalf. The
Indian Legislative Assembly asked for nothing
more when the question of Indian franchise in
Ceylon oame up before it bn the 1ith February
1ast. Its demand was confined to the acceptance of
the Commission’s recommendations and it protested
against any departure from them. Yet, the Secretary
of State for the Colonies in his recent despatoh to the

Ceylon Government asserts that “ some of the Indian .
protests amount in effect o a position of privilege
rather than of equality . without offering a tltle
of proof in support of such a charge.

His Majesty’s Government deny that the pro-
posals of the Ceylon Government involve any racial
discrimination against Indians. Dr. Drummond
Shiels tock wup the same position In replying to
Major Graham Pole lasgt month and asserted that the
changes suggested by the Ceylon Government “ do
not involve any differentiation in respect of polltloal‘
status between different classes of British subjects.”
The London correspondent of the Ceylon Daily News
in commenting on this reply said, * If his statement
is taken at its face value and there is no difference
whatever betwesn the political status accorded res-
pectively to the permanent inhabitants of the Island
and the immigrants from India, the latter obviocusly,
have no grievance, but on the other hand the rest oﬁ

.the community may have something more tosay

about it.” The correspondence between the Cey+
lIon Government and the Colonial Office leaves no
doubt in one’s mind that it is sought to alter the re-
commendations of the Gommmsmn in order to dis-
criminate against Indians.

The Governor of Ceylon, disagreeing with the'
Commission, regarded the residential qualification as
inadequate to the requirements of the situation. He
made two proposals regarding persons not domieiled
in Ceylon. One was that the existing qualification
which depends on annual income, ownership of
immovable property-or occupation of a building
ghould be retained. This would enfranchise practi-
cally all European residents of British nationality
and British Indians of the better class. The other
was that an applicant for registration as s voler
should, in addition to complying with the residential
teet, (1) declara that he was permanently settled in
Ceylon or intended to do go, (2) refrain from claiming
any rights to which members of other races and
communities were not entitled, and (3) rencunce any
claim to protection by any (rovernment other than
that of Ceylon. As admitted by the Governor, these
conditions, while of & general character, would, in
practice, have affected Indian labourers only.

It is clear from his despateh thatthese conditions
were proposed in order to placate the Sinbalese, ae
Indian labourers, generally speaking, are concentra-
ted in areas which are likely to be included in future
Sinhalese constifuencies. The ostensjble reason
given for the imposition of additional tests is that
there should be a reasonable certainty that the
interests of the immigrants would be identified with
those of the permanent inhabitants of Ceylon. The
Commission was informed that from 40 to 50 per cenl
of Indian labourers might be regarded as permanent
residents of Ceylon and that a substantial number o1
the workers on the estates had actually been bora in
that Island, If the information furnished fo the
Commission is correct, a large proportion of Indians
is alroady identified with the future fortunes of the
country in which they are living. No further test,
therefore, seems to be called for. In view of this il
geems reasonable to infer that the Governor's propo
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sals are meant to bring abont a larger reduction in the
number of Indian voters than the Commission’s
proposals would have done. The opposition of the
Sinhaless to the enfranchisement of Indiana on the
termg 1aid down by the Commission is thoroughly
intelligible, They regard the existenceof s strong
Indian electorate in Sinhalese constituencies az &
menacs to their predominance, but they forget that an
important reason which the- Commisgion urged in
favour of theabrogation of Indian communal represen-
tation was that under its proposals Indians would be
able to exercise influence over the election of members
fothe Legislative Couneil in territorial constituencies.
The Binhalese, I fear, have never been very favourably

+ disposed to the immigrant Indian community end
the recent differences between them and the Indian
Tamils have not tended to improve their attitude
towards the Indian worker although it is to him
that Ceylon owes its agricultural progperity.

His Majesty’s Government, in response to the
pressure of Indian opinion, have meodified the
Qovernor'’s proposals to a certain extent but their
decision cannot be regarded as satisfactory. Y.et
us first consider the question on which the
Cabinet hss epparently yielded completely. The
Governor of Ceylon, in making his recommenda-
tions, had pointed out that his third proposal
might very likely. be superfluous, as under the Indian
Immigration Act, 1922, an Indian labourer would
automatically lose his status as sn ‘emigrant’ and
therefore, the protection of the Government of India
aftor five years’ residence in Coylon, His Majesty’s
Government, agreeing with this interpretation, have
decided that the condition in question should be
waived as nothing would be gained by its retentjon
and nothing lost by its abandonment. The value of
the decision seems fo me to have besn nullified by
the ground on which it is based. -

The second proposal is to be retained but in s
diffierent form from that recommended by the
. Qovernor. No Indian applicant for a vote will be
-~ required to renounce explicitly any claim to any
rights which the legislature of Ceylon bas not confer-
red on Non-Indians, But the Order in Couneil will
provide that a registered voter shall not te enfitled
to claim any such rights. H, M.’s Government hava,
. however, stated that there is no intention of altering
“to the detriment of Indisns any laws specially
* affecting their position, and have deoided that any
- legislation ourtailing their existing rights should not
* » be given effact to without the previous sanction of
'.-..tha Beoretary of State for the Colonies, They have
‘also declared that the suthority of the Agent of the
. Government of Indis will continue undiminished,
" Indians will, therefore, be able to invoke his
assistance in future as they have been able todo in
the past, :

As regards the first proposal it is to remain
unaltered both in form and in substance, A corti-
Beate of permanent settlement will be insisted on as a

- Neoessary qualification to the possession of the vote,

The assurance that the existing rights of Indians

will be rsafeguarded and that no law adversely

affecting them will be enforced unless the instrue-
tions of the Secretary of Siate for the Colonies have
been previously obtained fa of undoubied value,
but for the rest, the decision of H, M.'s Govern-
ment leaves us where we were. It is true thak
Indian labourers will not be required before being
registered as voters 'to renmounce the protection
of the Government of India but the ground on which
this apparent concession has been made deserves care-
ful examination, H. M.'s Government have not
favoured a stipulation of this nature because they
take the view that no Indian who has resided five
years In Ceylon will, as 8 matter of fact, be able tor
claim the protection of the Indian Government. This. .
conclusion appears to be the result of some confu-
sion of thought, The Indian Immigration Aot was
passed for the special protection of persons emigrat--
ing to Ceylon and other countries in which they
had lived for less than five years. It conferred a
special status on such persons, but it did not dero-
gate from the rights of other persons nor debar the
Government of India from making representations
on their behalf, If the Act wereto be repealed the
class of persons now known as ‘emigrants’ would
coase to exist, and if the reasoning employed by
H. M’s. Government is sound the Government of
India” would then have no right to intervene on be-
haif of Indians who had emigrated to Ceylon or to
any other place. It is obvious that this contention
cannot be sustained. Asa matter of fact, the Govern~
ment of India has been watching over the interests.
of the Indians settled in various parts of the Britisk
Empire though no epecial legislation entitles it to do
80. It is & serious matter that H.M.'s Government
have for the first time propounded a doctrine which,.
if accepted, will prevent Indians outside their country
from appealing to the Government of India and the:
latter from exerting themselves on their behalf. The

‘Government of India ought to loose no time in hav—

ing the position cleared up, for, the opinion of which
H. M.’s Government has delivered themselves wilk
inevitably leadto an increase of friction between
India and other parts of the Empire.

His Majesty's Government have not felt them-
selves justified in agreeing to the relinquishment of
the proposal that an Indian desiring to be registered
as a voter should first produce a certificate of perma-~
nent gettlement. It is not necessary to discuss this
question from the constitutional standpoint. So far ag
can be gathered from Prof A.B.Keith’s “Responsible-
Government in the Dominions *, in no Dominion,
exocept the Irigsh Free State, has domicile been made
the basis of franchise ; and the action taken by the
Irish Free State in this respect is regarded with dis-
approval by Prof: Keith. In Ceylon itself nearly all
British residents and well-to-do Indians will be able .
fo become voters without. becoming permanent re—
sidents. In Kenya the Europeans came within an ace
of obtaining responsible government in 1923, but it
was never proposed to confine the membership of the-
electorate or the Legislative Council to persons who-
bad made Kenya their home. In India Britishers
can elect their representatives to the various legisle~—
tures without becoming domiciled in this country.
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“There seems, therefore, to be no ‘reason | Government, inoperative but it -is clear that in the
swhy Indians should be discriminated sagainst | eagernessto secure the adoption of their scheme of

in this matter in Ceylon. Nobody will be
amore pleased than the people of India if In.
dians in Ceylon were allowed to become 'an integral
part of it population and could depend for the protec-
tion of their {rights on the support and sense of
justice of the indigenous communities. Both the
-Indian people and Government will welcome such a
consummation. Butthe Ceylon Government will

not encourage Indians to look fo it for protection by

warning them that citizenship of Ceylon will
mean to them a loss of those rights which have been
siready secured jto them and which are such as
shouldbe accorded to all persons in their position but
which the Ceylonese have not thought it fit to confer
on thelabouring classes of their own country. The
distinction between Indian and ‘other labourers,
swhich appears invidious toplanters in Ceylon accord~
ing to the Donoughmore Commigsion, can be better
removed not by depressing Indians to the level of
Coylonese labourers but raising the latter to the
devel of the former.

The assurance of the British Government that |

the benefits already enjoyed by the Indians will not
be taken away from them is satisfactory so far
‘88 it goes, But the Order in Council will hang like
@& Sword of Damocles over Indians who may emi-
grate to Ceylon in future or who may acquire here-
after the residential qualification necessary to obtain
the vofe though it will not be easy-to put it in mo-
tion. The existing laws relating to Indians cannot
be altered without giving rise to great dissatisfac-
tion among Indian labourers on the estates. It will
searcely be possible for the Ceyloness to differentiate
between Indian 1abourers with five and more than five
years of residence. Any aitempt to change the con-

ditions of work to the disadvantage of immigrants |

wwho had obtained s certificate of permanent settle-
ment will Tead almost certainly tostrikes and other
manifestations of discontent, It will not only be
impracticable to draw any distinetion between
domiciled and undomiciled Indians as regards exist-
ing rights but it will be found necessary to improve
the position of the former in proportion as that of
the latter is ameliorated under the pressure of the
Government of India. For as long as one can see
there will continue to be a large immigrant Indian
population in Ceylon. Even if the British Govern-
ment do not modify the views expressed by them in
Lord Passfield's despatoh, they will not feontend that
it is not both the right and duty of the Government
" of India fo look after the economic interests of this
<class, Any advantages secured to it are bound to
be claimed by other Indians whatever their technical
legal status, While the industries of Ceylon are
iargely dependent on Indian labour, the conditions
of work of domiclled Indian labourers -will have to
conform to the standard applied to the immigrant
population who will be under the watchful care of
the Government of India.

. The practical difficulties referred to above may
render some of the restrictions, the imposition of

which on Indians has been approved by His Majesty's

constitutional reforms by the Ceylon Legislative
C.unocil they were prepared to sacrifice Indian in.
terests. They know how gensitive Indian opinion is
on matters touching the stating and welfare of

-Indian’s abroad, yet the first despatch of Lord Passfield

was issued without previous consultation with the
Government of India. Had the Government of India
been asked beforehand to express their views,a settle-"
ment might*have been arrived at which would have
been as eatisfactory as the preliminary decision with -
regard to East Africa, which presented 8 much more’
difficult problem. The Government of India, how=
ever, possess ample power to make themselves respect-
ed, It is their duty to consider carefully the issues
raised by the recent Colonial Office despatch to Cey-
lon, to enquire fully and immediately to what extent
it-would affect Indians in Ceylon and to tell us what
action they propose to take to safeguard Indian in-
terests. '
- H. N, KUNZRU.

THE SIMON RECOMMENDATIONS.

HE recommendations of the Simon Commission
regarding the reform of the constitution of
India are hopelessly out of date and equally

disappointing. Though the Report was pigned as
recently as the 27th of May last, the Commissioners
have not taken into account, and of purpose, the -
recent developments in India and the new orienta- :
tion that has in consequence become mnecessary.
They proceed, as they were unfortunately bound to, -
on the basis of the Preamble of the Government of .
India Act that the British Parliament is to deter-.
mine the political advance of India; but India has
long ago and more emphatically now repudiated
that right, except as s concession to constitutional -
pedantry. India has made up her mind that she
shall have the “substance of independence” or Do-
minjon Status and is willing to co-operate with the «
British Government in settling the details of
mutual relations as between two equals. While
emphasing the responsibility of the British YParlia-
ment for the determination of the political advance-
ment of India, the Commissioners disapprove its chief
implication that Parlisment should conduct perjodical” i
examinations of the progress made: they suggest that 1

i

the constitution they propose should provide for ﬁ
sutomatic development without the intervention the |
British Parliament. They avow this principle only to_j
abandon it. . While retaining the present “irresponsi-

ble” character of the Central Government of Indis, they .
give no indication as to how it is to develop automati-~,

cally into “responsible” government, the accepted

| goal. The only development they contemplate is that

the Governor General may appoint to his'Executive
Council some from among the elected members of
the Legislature, a course of action already open to the .
Governor General, it he chose. In the Provinces the -
Legislatures are to have power to recast their re- ‘
presentative system in certain respects and under
certain oircumstances but not their powers, India
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«demands that the new constitution now to be agreed
-upon should give her the power to modify it as and
ahen she pleases, without reference to the British
Parliament.

- The primary consideration that weighed with the
«Commissioners is the fundamental unity of India,
both British India and the Indian States. The con-
-stitution to be newly devised should find a place for
both these politically different, but in every
-other respect similiar, gronps, Federation is
their solution and every proposal they make is
.governed by and subordinated to that idea. Apparent-
1y they disapprove of the present system wunder
shich the Government of Indis is the paramount
.puwsr controlling both the British Indian Provinces
-and the Indian States. Without themselves taking
-ovidence on the question of the relations between the

Indian Princes and British Indis, they relied on the

-ezparte and therefore untenable dictum of the Butler
Committee that the relations of the Indian Princes
were with the Crown as distinct from the Government
of India. Under the circumstaneces the only relation
between the Princes and British India can be
-one of federation of autonomous groups. This funda-
aental fallacy currupts their whole argument. Hav-
ing made up their mind about federation, they have
-subordinated every other proposal of theirs to this one
governing consideration. British Indian Provinces
should have provincial autonomy, with residaal
powers vested in them, a la the Indian States. The
end of Indian constitutional evolation is a number of
British Indian States, linguistically and otherwise
delimited, with residuary powers vasted in them and
the Indian States,—all held together by a Federal
Legislature, a Federal Executive and a ' Federal
Court and an Indian Privy Council with the Viceroy
at the apex as the focussing centre. As a preliminary
fo that consummation is proposed the creation of
@& Greater India Council for consultation in mat-
ters of common interest to British India and the
Indian States, on the model of the League of Nations.
‘While ;the British Indian Provinces are to form
the constituent States of the Federation to start
with, there is to be a standing invitation to the
Indian States, to join the Federation, as and when
they chooge,

The Commissijoners realise that their proposals

- involve raising the British Indian Provinces to the

status of constituent States in the first instance, by
releasing them from the control of the Central Gov-
ernment and then immediately thereafter compelling
them to form members of a Federation, willy nilly.
They realise, too, the need for a strong Cantral Gov-
ernment, And in order toachieve these two rather
conflicting aims, they fall back on compromises and
oonfusions. They dilute the autonomy of.the Pro-
vinces, Though dyarchy is to be abolished and a
unitary form of government introduced, they vest in
the Goveraor much wider powersthan are now vest-

*. edin him to be used ordinarily, apart from the

emergenoy powers. Instead of reducing him to the
status of a “constitutional™ Governor, he is to be made

- more of an autocrat than nowand brought into line
- with the Indian Princes! Besides, the previous san-

ction and subsequent assent ofthe Governor General
is retained for provincial legislation. Provincial
autonomy is further watered down by the provision
that the Security Services should continue to be re-
cruited by the Secretary of State for India on an All-
India basis and that the Provincial Governments
should be obliged to employ them.

Unitary government with joint responsibility is
recommended‘for the Provinces. But the Governor is
free to choose his Ministers either from the majority
party in the Council or include officials or non-
officials within or without the Conncil in the Minis-
try. It is difficult to see how with such heterogene-
oug composition the Ministry could be jointly res-
ponsible.

In the Central Government, as has besen pointed
out, there is to be no advance towards “responsible”
government ; it is desired and hoped that the Execu-
tive will be more responsive to the wishes of the
Legislature. The Lower chamber, the Federal As-
semibly, is to be much enlarged and the official
element greatly reduced. In other respects, thereis
no change worth noting. This is one of the major
defects of the Reportwhich will be'totally unaccept-
able to the people of Indis. As the Rt. Hon. V.S,
Srinivasa Sastri js reported to have said in England
on the eve of the publication of the Repori, repre-
sentative provincial governments would never tolerate
the overriding power of an “irresponsible” Central
Government in whom they have no confidence.

The deadlocks in the Central Legislature will be
more frequent and more bitter between the irremov-
able Executive and the elected majority. During the
last ten years the deadlocks in the Legislative
Assembly have created more political disharmony
than all the creakiness of dyarchy in the Provincas.
It is extraordinarily unwise to leave the Central
Government * irresponsible. .

The distrust of the Indians which is at the back
of these regrettable proposals for the Central Govern-
ment comes out in more open and unabashed manner
in the proposals of the Commissioners in respect of
Defence. Blandly it is asserted and reasserted thak
control of an Army including a British element can-
not be made over to an Indian Legislature and to
Indian Ministers. The service of British civilian
officers under Indian Ministers is put down not fo
metcenary motives but to a burning zeal to teach the
ignorant Indian Ministers in the ways of responsible
government! But British soldiers may not serve
under Indians ! Therefore, the Army in India should
be an Imperial Army under the sole control of the
Viceroy and supported by a fixed contribution in -
normal times from the Indian exchequer. Defence
is not to bea function of the Government of India,
but of the Imperial Government. It is at the same
time maintained that without her own army India
cannot be said to be self-governing. And she is
offered the choice of ecreating another army, an
Indian army without the British element. The Com-
missjoners themselves foar that with the fixed con-
tribution to the Imperial Army in India and the
growing demands of civil expenditure, Indis will
find it dificalt to build up a separate Indian
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Army. The net result is that in India, with no
army of her own, there will be stationed an
Imperial Army to overawe the civil government
even as foreign troops were stationed in the Rhur!
A ‘more reactionary and humiliating proposal
it is diffioult to imagine. And this step India is
asked to take here and now though it is not pro-
posed to introduce an element of “responsibility” in
the ‘Government of India and the contingency of
Indian Ministers controlling the British Army does
not arise, If distrust and racial arrogance are to
govern the relations between India and England,
India will not agres to stationing & foreign and
hostile Army of Qccupation in India and pay for it
in order that it may overawe her national govern-
ment, when it comes into being. ‘

In the absence of a fresh agreemsent between the
Hindus and Muslims, the Commissioners fall back
on the Lucknow Pact, They offer no fresh solution
but make an alternative suggestion that if the
Muslims majorities in the Punjab and Bengal accept
joint electorates without reservation of seats, they
will not cavail at the retention of communal electo-
rates and weightage for Muslims in the other Provin-
ces where they are in a minority, They are impres-
sed by the need for safeguarding the minorities, and
-the safeguard they propose is the personal inter-
cession of the Governors and the Governor General
-on whom gpecial obligations in this behalf will be
Inid. Tt is only when a Provincial Couneil proposes
to change, by a constitutional resolution, the method
of representation of any community, the consent to
it of two-thirds of the members representing that
community is necessary.

Taking the recommendstions as whole, they
would have been out of date even five years ago;
they are fotally unrelated to the needs of today.
Considered purely as an academic adventure in
constitution-making, the Simon Report is most un-
inspring and insipid compared with the Montagu-
Chelmsford Report and Lord Dorham’s Report, It
is both doetrinnaire and perfunclory. It leaves the
impression that its authors knew and realised thst
they were wasting their time, that their recommen-
. dations would be out of date before they were
-announced, and that they were working under handi-
caps from the very start that knocked the zest out
of their. work, The Simon episode is a classic
example of the price that British prestige demands,
Far from doing any good or leaving things alone,
the Simon Report is bound to do much harm to the
‘harmonious relations between India and England
and will be the greatest handicap to Lord Irwin,
Mr, Wedgwood Benn and the Labour Government,

EASTERN AFRICA.

NATIVE POLICY.

R. WEDGWOOD BENN'S recent spesches in
the House of Commons and at the Imperial
Press Conferenoce have in a sense anticipated

the findings of the Labour Government on the East-
ern African questions and oreated lively hope in
India, The Government’s policy since announced is

on the whole & great advance on the existing
state of things. On the question of Native policy
they have struck the right note: they have res
affirmed the doctrine of the paramountey of

Native interests contained in the Devonghire Memo.-
randum of 1923, Buté this declaration is to some-
extent weakened by their adherence to the “dual

policy” : the trusteeship of the Natives and the deve.
lopment of the country with the help of immigrant

communities. They are not inconsistent with each

other, assert the Government, “if it (dual policy) is

properly understood”. That ie where the rub is, It
has not been “properly” understood in the past. As

the Butler Committee said of the relations between the-
Indian States and the Paramount Power in Indis,.
“paramountcy must be paramount”, In practice paras-
mountcy of Native interests is inconsistent with the

“dual policy”. Government might have boldly
adopted for East Africathe policy solong in operation

and with success in West Africa, Government.
realise that conflicts might arise not only between.
Native and European interests but between Native-
and non-Nafive other than European, and they lay-
down that all proposals meant for the promotion of”
the interests of the non-Natives should in the first
instance be examined as to their effect on the Natives.
and in case of doubt, they should be referred to the
SBecretary of State for decision.

The political development of the Natives the-
Government propose to promote by the development of
Native councils, and not directly by their participation
in the Legislative Councils. A beginning may, howe
ever, well be made for direct participation by nomina-
ted Natives, This defect may yet be remedied by the-
Joint Select Committee. Government have laid down
that the education of the Natives shall be comprehen«
give and not merely confined fo making them good
lsbourers in the service of non-Native masters. The
econimic position and freedom of the Natives are to-
be secured by the allocation of Iand adequate for
their present and future needs, the abolition of all
laws that savour of compulsory labour, by the
removal of restrictions on the choice of crops that-
the Natives may grow and by grading of taxation
according to the ability to pay.

These excellent principles are not new: so the
Government admit. The whole frouble lay in their-
defeat in practice. To secure greater conformity of
principle with praciice Government propose to-
appoint a High Commissioner for the three territories
of Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika, who shall be the-
Chief Adviser to the Secretary of State on Native:
affairs and he is to be given extensive powers to.
safeguard Native interests,

As regards the part to be alloted to the immigrant-
oommunities im the .discharge of the trusteeship:
of the Natives, Government “wish {o make it clear-
that both the Governors and the Councils are regarded.
by His Majesty’s Government as sharing in the
responsibility for Native welfare. But they at the
same time take care to affirm that “ whatever the:
composition of the Councils they would consider it
essential that the Governors should have overriding
powers in case they should find it necessary to differ
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Ffrom their Counocils, and in such an event the
“QGovernors as representatives of His Majesty would
-gxercise those overriding powers, Without such a safe-
guard, His Majesty’'s Government could not ensure
the maintenance of the frusteeship for which they
“themselves must continue essentially and irrevocably
"responsible, ” Excellent as is this reiteration of
policy, the diffiiculty in the past has been that these
sharers, by courtesy, in the respongibility of trustee-
ship have been sllowed to bacome the dominant part-
ners. Only vigilent public opinion in East Africa.
England and India and the personal qualities
-and sgympathies of the High Commissioner ean
engure the carrying out of the policy.

An honest and loyal interpretation of the Native
policy now reaffirmed would involve the abrogation
of certain laws and restrictions against Natives now
in force in Kenya. The Nativereserves will have tobe
-oonsiderably enlarged and those among the European
planters who have grabbed -larger tracts of land
than they can make use of must be asked to disgorge
their unused acres and further alienation of land
-should be checked. Native taxation must abandon the
motive of driving the Natives to work on European
plantations ; Government officials must give up “en-
couraging” Natives to work on European plantations;
snd several other steps takenin Ke nya to enslave and
exploit the Nakives must be retraced. In short, Kenya
Native Policy should be brought into line with that
which obtains in Tanganyiks.
CLOSER URION.

In pursuance of the recommendations of the
“Closer Union'Commission, Government have decided
onthe appointment of & High'Commissioner to bring
about closer union between the three territories,
As Chief Adviser to the Secretary of State in matters
of Native policy he is to be given extensive
powers over the CGovernments of the three ter-
ritories. He c¢an require them to do or refrain
from doing ocertain things, make enquiries of his
own or order eonquiries to be made for him by
the local Governments, But he cannot himself
legislate in matters of Native policyf; he is just an
adviser to the Secretary of State but with exeou-
tive powers over the local Governments. He worke
‘without a Council in this respect,

While the High Commissioner is to act ag the
co-ordinating agent in matters of Native policy, he,
with the assistance of a Central Legislative Couneil,
t.wts a8 & Government in the sphere of economic
interests common to the throe territories. He and his
Council are to administer and legislate in respect of
oertain  * transferred” servioes,
oustoms, defencs, eto. Exolusive of three member
of his own ataff, his Counoil will consist of twen:ys;
one nominated members, seven from each ter
rtory, four officials and thres non-officials. The
High Cpmmissioner is required to have regard, as far
nsposslble_. to the representation of racial interests,

) Past expa}-;ence of nominations by Governors has not
always given satisfaction to Indians for the reason
that due regard was not paid to their numbers, in.
terests, and oontribution to taxation. As tha' Rt,

like railways,

Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa -Sastri rightly maintsined, In-
dians in Uganda any day were entitled to larger re-
presentation than Europeans. Yet it has invariably
been the case that more representation was accorded
to Europeans than to Indians. In the present ins-
tance Government have laid down the obligation
that racial interests should he considered, but there is
no guarantee that they will be given adequate oon-
gideration. It is provided that any three members of
the High Commissioner’s Council may require a
decision of the Council to be transmitted fo the
Secretary of State and that gives the Indian repre- -
sentatives a valuable safeguard against racial dis-
crimination by the Couneil,

Co-ordination of economiec services was per se
welcomed in all quarters, but the Indians in” Tanga-
nyika were apprehonsive that it would be the thin end
of the wadge for political union under which they
were sure to suffer in their status, The (erman.
Government are protesting against even the partial
union now under conkemplation. There were consi-
derable doubts if co~ordination of Native policy was
practicable, though the Hilton Young Commission
suggested closer union primarily to put down the
Kenya spirit and vindicate the Tanganyika spirit.
The Government have acted on the recommenda-
tions of the Commission in laying stress on the co-
ordination of Native policy. .

KENYA.

With regard to Kenya Government have-turned
down the reactionary proposals both of the Hilton:

‘Young Commission and Sir Samuel Wilson, and in

the main agreed with the Indian contention. “ The
goal of constitutional evolution in Kenya as else~
where is admittedly responsible government by a
Ministry representing an electorate in which every
section of the populstion finds an effective and ade-
quate voice. Buf the goal cannot be reached at an
early date in a community where it has so far been
practicable to enfranchise less than one per cent of
the population and whera the idea of any substantial
extension of the franchise finds little support.” They
have thus rejected the preposterous claim of the hand-
ful of white sektlers for substantial steps to be taken
with a view to the early establishment of responsible-
government. The claims for elected European majo-.
rity, or in the alternative, for unofficial majority
have likewise been turned down. The official majos
rity is to be retained and there is to be no change
in the composition of the Kenya Legislative Colineil, ',
except that_ there shall be two representatives, in-.
stead of one, of Native interests. This is a move in the-
right direction. We hope that, failing Natives compe-
tent to voice Native interests, one at least of these
twoseats will be given to an Indien to-represent
Natives. Indians are to have proportionate share in

the personnel of committes of the Council.

The question to which Indians attached the mest
vital importance and which is the principal bone
of contention is the introduction of the common roll
for all races as against the communal- roll  mow in
force. The Hilton Young Commission ac_oeptad it
in principls but saw no prospect of its being acce-
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pted by Europeans and they considered that Euro- |

pean consent was necessary. Now the Labour Go-
vernment, true to its prineiples and notwithstand-
ing the trouble that is in store for them from the
turbulent and recalcitrant white emigrants in Kenya,
have decided that “ the establishment of the common
roll is the object to be aimed at and attained, with
an equal franchise of a civillsation or education
character open to all races.”” This bold declaration
of a righteous policy must set at rest all reasonable
controversy. The only question now to be consider-
ed is how best to implement it. The white settlers
will do well to realise that their consent to the com-
mon roll has not been considered to be vital, Instead
of resenting the decision, they had better set about
thinking out how best to carry it out. The enquiry
is to be conducted by the High Commissioner as to
the means by which this end is to be attained in
the “immediate future”,

The exclusion of Indians from ownership of land
in the highlands has been 8 sore point with them for
these many years: they have never been reconeiled
to it. In paragraph 3 of the * Memorandum on
Native Policy in East Africa " Government have
laid down that in the matter, smong other things, of
the economic development of the country “ persons
of every race and of every religion, coloured no less
than white, have a right to equal treatment in aceor-
dance with their several needs.” This declaration

should do away with the exclusion of Indiens from !

the highlands, from higher servicss in the State, and
with all other racial disabilities and discriminations,
There can be no doubt that this declaration of
policy by His Majesty's Government has immense
significance. It isa triumph of righteousness, of
justice over prejudice, of Etrusteeship over exploita-
tion of weaker peoples. It is bound to have great
influence over the whole of Africa, wherever different
races are thrown together. This declaration a the
present moment, just a few days before the Simon
proposals were due to be published, indicates that,
nofwithstanding all the anti-British agitation in
India, which had its echoes in East Afrca as well,
~ notwithstanding the challenge which the Indian
‘Congress has thonght fit to fling in the face of the
British Government, the Labour Government stood
by India inher claims in East Africa and refused to
- be diverted from their championship of her rights by
any feeling of irritation. The Labour Government
and Mr, Wedgwood Benn in particular have proved
their bona fides by India. Our only regret is that this
declaration was not made earlier; it might have
served to steady confidence in the Labour Govern-
ment and obviated gome of the unhappy happennings
of the last few weeks. Mr, Benn deserves the thanks
and the confidence of India in full measure. We fesl
that in the matter of Indian's claims for Dominion
Status also Mr, Benn wiil do the right thing, if he is
given the chance. Let India show her appreciation
by calling off the unnecessary chalienge and the
strengthen his hand in his fight for India. Letus
not fight friends and weaken them in their champion-
ghip of our cause,

Miscellaneans,

“LEAVE INDIA TO HER FATE!”

The Rt. Hon. V, 8. Brinivasa Bastri, P.0., 0.H,, contributed
the following artiole under the caption * Leave India to Her-
Fate " in the Spectator of 14th June 1930.

“Leave India to her fate I"" This seems to many-
Britishers, both here and in India, to be the only way
out of the tangle. Some days ago it found expression
even in the columns of so well-informed a paper as-
the Manchester (Fuardian. One hears it so often in
influential quarters that one must take it seriously.

The sentiment may be taken in two ways. On the-
lips of some it is perhapa & threat intended to" rally
those Indians who seem to hesitate without realizing.
fully the disaster which & sudden withdrawal of the-
British would mean. Others contemplate it es the
inevitable end of a novel upheaval which puzzles
their statemanship and subtly undermines their pres.-
tige. In so far as it is & threat, it would soon over-
reach itself. For it will meet on the other side a strong:
eonvietion that the salvation of India is not through
British help but against Britich resistance. No fact
in the situation is so prominent as that the present
generation of Indians have shed their faith in the-
high mission of the Brifish people in the East. States-
men here must grasp this truth and another, viz., that
the Civil Service in India can no longer hope to come
between the infelligenisiz and the common people of
the 1and., To cherish either of these illusions is to
precipitate the catastrophe.

But whence comes the ill-omened defeatism of so
many earnest students of affairs? Mr. Gandhi's
character and his principle and methods of political
agitation are out of the range of common experience.
The wonted mode of dealing with rebels will not do.
‘World opinion will not tolerate the continued employ--
ment of force against a people who demand what is .
in reality their own and has been, besides, promised +:
over and over again by solemn engagements. And in
gpite of advocates of violence here and in India it is
perhaps no exaggeration to say that the conscience of
the British people will not sanction it. It is no good
staying on in an atmosphere of ill-will which seems.
to admit of no ecure. Gather up what you can and
retreat. Leave India to her fate.

But what will become of her ? What about the
trusteeship of civilization and the frusteeship of the
dumb, helpless millions of India? Before withdraw--
ing, much must be done to enable India to defend her--
self. .Acute and complicated problems, of which the-
real magnitude will appear in the pages of the Simon
Commission’s Report, must be solved or brought with-
in the reach of solution before the country can be
handed over to its proper and natural custodians. A.
period of transition is, therefore, to be provn?ed for.
Take only the question of the country’s security. The
Indianization of the present Army and the prepsra- ..
tion of the citizens for the duty of self-defence sre-
processes which require not only time but skill and
delicacy of organization. In spite of urgent and_re-
peated entreaties they have received so far nothing
but perfunctory treatment. It would be s gross be-
trayal, nothing short of an infamy, if Britain were to
leave India without liquidating this supreme obli-
gation, -

The question is asked, Is it right to expect the Bri- ~
tish soldier to guard India when her internal admi-*
nistration has passed entirely into Indian hands? -
Knowing the mutusl dissensions of the various reli- -
gions and communities in India, would the Pa;l_m-
ment of this country allow the sacrifice of British
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T1ives a} the bidding of Ministers who are not its age-
nts and whom it cannot call to account? Itis true
that India at present pays for her army ; but that fact
would only reduce the British officer and the British
soldier to the status of mercenaries. That ie one of
the horns of the dilemms. The other horn isthe conti-
nued maintenance of British control over the policy
and the measures of the Government of India even
during the period of transition—a course obviously
impossible in fave of the present posture of Indian
nationaliem,
Is the first alternative really impossible ? Here
:appears the direct consequence of Great Britain’s
neglect in the past. The need of Indianization side
by side in the civil and military directions, though
pointed out again and again, was not attended to.
The British Parliament would be precluded by the
..-bquity of the case from putting forward the plea of
impossibility ; even 1if its correctness were not
" largely negatived- by what took place atthe time
that autonomy was granted to some other dominions.
When the actual test comes, it is amazing how people
are ready to decline from the exalted region of the
moral mission and purpose of the Empire upon its
gross material character. 'When Europeans in Indis
are urged to live up to their own traditions and teach
. by their example the dootrines of democratic freedom,
they turn round impstiently and ask, * Are we here
fo teach democracy to you? We are here just to make
money and guard our rights.” The proposition that a
British army has no business where there are no British
Interest and no British lives to protect may be true in
the abstract though the implications of the Covenant of
the League of Nations caet serious doubts upon it. But
the Iong history of the Indo-British connexion and
the responsibilities, still undischared, arising from it
-oannot be kept out of the discussion, If they were,
the resplendent story'of the Empire would have a
lame and impotent conclusion, Perish the thought |
The united wisdom of Great Britain and India, some
of us still hope, will find a way out of the present
duﬁculty of better promise to their honour and pros-
perity and the benefit of the world at large,

Cmresyondence,

VIOLENCE OF NON-VIOLENCE.
To THE EDITOR, “THE SERVANT OF INDLA"

BIR,~As an admirer and bumble follower of the
Servants qf India Society it grieved me very much
bo see the issue of its organ published on the Silver
-Jubilee Celebration Day of the Society disfigured
by an editorial note which however is bound to be
weloomed with glee by all enemies of Indian pro-
gress. I admit that the truth must be told whatso-
ever the consequence but my grievance is that you
. have depsrl:gd from the path of truth and shown,
less than fau-ngss to those of your ocountrvmen
who are associsted with the present struggle for
politioal fregd'om in oritioizing—I would go further
and say revllhr!g them as you have done in your
note on the “Violenos of Non-violence.”

Your sense of fairness is u @ i
preceding note on *Vindiotive fl‘‘l'igh%:.1’1:1lltllre:rsoa’s"i 11:'1112]11':
you make ample allowance for the difficulties of the
.:sll-powe!:ful Government and even gee some
Justifioation for several of its actions, The note I
complain of presents a curious study in contrasts
for here in downright fashion you condemn the
sotions of your countrymen, and even go to the
}:gggstat;: ;ﬁ g':;-hn;wmg suaptioil:m on the bonafidea of

movamen i Y
, Screen of non-violence | ™ v talking of " smoke

~in India,

There may be conflicting views sabout the
wisdom of launching stayagraha at the present
moment, there may be differences of opinion - regard~
ing the methods adopted in pursuit of the goal, yet
any student of this new gospel knows that action like
the miscalled “raids” on salt depots iz not contrary
to the spirit of the movement; and to speak of this
aspect of the campaign as a dilution of the policy
of non-violence nullifies a great desl of the force
of your condemnation of the meihods Eollowed by
Government in dealing with the situation.

Though I fervently hope I am wrong in my in-
terpretation, you sesm to accuse the promoters of the
movement—do you realize when you write this that
most of the promoters in almost all parts of the coun-
try are behind prison bars and hence unable to in-
fluence developmenis?—of deliberate attempts at
working up violence to fever pitch and rousing pas-
sions they are unable to control, I should like to
know what evidence you possess on which you base
this allegation except such as is presenfed in the
one-sided and belated versions of disturbances of the
peace, here and there, issued by Government or pub-
lished in the Anglo-Indian press. You surely cannot
blame satyagrahis for an odd stone hurled when
crowds gather together, though I wish it was fully
realized that in Gujarat, the home of the move-
ment, not even =& stone or & pebble has hurt
the armed and unarmed upholders of law and
order. Undoubtedly, the movement has had the
effect of tearing the veil of govermance by the
tacit consent of the people that disguised the
true nature of the present system of administration
But if you had any first-hand knowledge-
of the implications or manifestations of the satya-
graha campaign you would certainly not have con-
demned it as striking a mortal biow at the law-
abiding instincts of the people and fomenting
anarchy. As impartial observers have testified, the
satyagrahis are no mobs, no crowds, but they are an
organized, disciplined and peaceful army, whose con-
duct evokes admiration even from gome of their
opponents. I do not know what researches have led
you to the discovery that this movement has been
the harbinger of communal discord and internal dis-
unity. All evidence Ihave seen as a mere student of
affairs leads me to a very different conclusion and I
must protest against your heaping sacousations on a
body of national workers who, if not in jail, are too
desply absorbed in this intense struggle for freedom
and have neither the timme nor the heart to parry words
with their own countrymen and rebut vague, if not
false, charges based on inaccurate information.

You are wrong in assuming that the Mahatma's
mission was one of poace, at any price. If it had been, ..
he need never have left the Satyagraha Ashram on-
his great march. He deliberately embarked on his
campaign as a means for the achievement of political -
freedom, and his followers and those others who-
participate in the struggle are preparedto face all:
suffering meekly and bravely. Of this they have
given ample evidence during the last three months. -
Compared $o their suffering the inconveniences and
little hardships of those outside their ranks ave
negligible but, instead of extending your sympathy
to the stayagrahis, you magnify the inconvenien-
ces and hardships of the general public; and go
to the length of holding satyagrahis as practically
responsible for all present day evil in India!

Your Guru and mine wanted to develop inour
country eapacity, character and courage: social philo-
sophers in the west have been struggling in vain to
devise the moral equivalent of war. The Mabatmas
movement has even during these three months,
apart from its achievements in the pasi, developed
capacity, character and courage to an extent that
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would have gladdened the heart of the noble
founder of the Servants of India Society. It has
been the source of iunspiration for service and
self-sacrifice, particularly among women and in
rural areas and it alone provides the moral equivalent
of war by evoking those qualities which we wish
to see established in prominence in the new
social order. Rather than defame and deride,
let us bow our heads in all humility and reverence
that it bas been vouchsafed to our generation
and to our country fto witness so striking
a phenomenon in the moral, ethical and spiritual
progress of the world !
Andheri

17tk June 1930. VAIKUNTH L. MEHTA.
[ The opinions of Mr. Vaikunth L. Mechta are en-
titled to great respect. Neverthless we must take
leave to hold that salf raids involve a dilution
of the policy of non-violence. He has given no
reasons for his view, to the contrary which we might
attempt to rebut. Mr, Mehia fears that because of
cur view of salt raids, our condemnation of Govern-
ment'’s repressive policy lost much force. We would
request him to consider whether,.because of our view
and the admission of the justification of the use of
some force, our condemnation of .the excesses has
not gained in weight,

We realise only too well that most of the pro-
moters of the campaign are now behind the prison
bars and are unable to influence the course of deve-
lopments, But Mr. Mehta knew ass well as the
leaders themselves that they would not be long free
to direct the campaign and that sconer or later they
would be behind the prison bars, As a matter of
fact, they liked nothing better and gave no peaceto
the Government until they were imprisoned. If they
realised that they would ba unable to direct the course
of events for long and that their immediate presence
and direction was essential for the non-violent charac-
ter of the campaign, they might have taken caretocall
off the movement the moment they were not free to
direct it personaily. The promoters of the movement
knew the inevitable results; they were warned in
time by friends, and yet they persisted in their
course, We find it hard to believe that devotion to
non-violence both in thought and action is the sup-
reme passion with the great bulk of the satyagrahis.
Mental violence is even greater violence than the
physical.

We will not withhold our admiration for Gujarat,
the home o_f satyagraha. But Gujarat is not India and
the campaign was not confined to it and all the lead-
ers are not Mahatma Gandhis. We have admired the
orderliness and the discipline among the satyagrahi
volunteers. 'We have admired evenr more the general
orderliness and paacefulness of the crowds at places
of pilgrimage and of seouts at jamborees, for instance.
The motive for peacefulness and orderliness in these
cases was not exactly law-breaking or hatred. It is
rather humijliating tobetold that anti-British and santi-
‘Government and law-breaking proclivities are needed
to instill in our countrymen courage, dapacity and
character, and that love of our conntry and ourpeople
is not sufﬁcie_nt motive force. The burning down
of a towp might result in jts rebuilding on more
modern lines, but it is still better deliberately to
rebuild the fown without settitg fire to it, and causing
more destruction than is absolutely necessary. No
adventitious advantages will justify the main wrong.

We confess we have no sympathy for themorbid
mentality which seeks suffering. It deserves, more

pity than sympathy. We would rather bow our heads
in admiration to those, who, in spite of all diffi-
culties and discouragements, are striving for peace,.
for the promotion of peace is a nobler mission than
the finding of moral substitutes for war.—Editor. ]
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