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Topica of the ewmx

Sholapur Martial Law.

MAEKING all allowances for the d1ﬂ‘icultms of

the aituation, it must yet be admitted that the Gov-
ernment communique on the course of events that led
to the proclamation of martial law in Sholapur and
the promulgation of s special Martial Law Crdinance
by the Viceroy is most unconvineing, On the face
of it it, betrays its one-side naiure, and there are
many lacunae which engender grave suspicions,
From all that we can gather, it sppears that while
the authorities had enough provocation for the firing
on the mob, the most bitter complaints refer to
the alleged snipping by the police patrols when the
disturbances had quicted down and before martial law
was proolaimed. Allegations have been made and
published in the vernacular papera that even little
children had been wantonly aimed at and shot. The
brutal punishments inflicted by the martial Iaw
tribunals bhave given arude shack, and allegations
have been freely made of police and military indie-
oretions, not grave in themselves but provocative of
grave consequences, as, for instance, the snatching
away of Gandhi caps. Messrs Lalji Naranjl and
Walchand Hirachand, after their return from
8holapur, have published atatements which go to
show that martial law was wuncalled for. We
strongly urge that the martial law regime should

immediately be withdrawn, and a searching enquiry
by an independent judical tribunal should at once
be set up. ’

* * *
True Swadeshi.

AMONG the most sensible things that have sofar
been done to promote genuine swadeshi movement
ie the action taken by the Committes of the Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
on the 20th last. The Committes recommended the
Indian public to patronise only Indian goods to
the maximum extent possible and st the same time
reduce &s far posible the cousumption of goods which
are either not made or only partially made in India.

‘| With & view fo stimulating the production of swade-

shi cloth to replace the foreign c¢loth now imported,
the Committee appointed a sub-committee consisting
of some of the leading mill-owners and capitalists to
devise ways and means for the purpose, which will at
the same time prevent profiteering. and will safe-
guard the interests of the consumers. 'We hope the
the sub-committes will set about its task inright
oarnest. and make it possible for India to be seif-
contained in the matter of her requirements,
* * -

Dr. Tagore on the present situation,

'WE are glad to find that Dr. Tagore has broken
his self-imposed vow of refusing to discuss politios
and in an interview given tothe Manchesler Guar-
dian, has come out with a fimely warning to both the
combatants in the present struggle for freedom, He
describes the present situstion as characterized by .
" a vicious cirole in which one act of violence leads
to another ¥, This is an acourate desoription of the
last two months' events which include numerous
acts of violence on the part of theupholders of law
and order, which have been provoked by unpardon-
able acts of violence on the side of the people [ostens-
sibly engaged in a non-violent fight for freedom,
Dr, Tagore hes expressedthe hope that the best minds in
England will be ashamed of the tyrannical acts of the
Government as IThdians are ashamed of the violence
displayed by some of their overzealous and misguid-
ed compatriots, Dr, Tagore has very wisely said
that the present complioations cannot be put straight
by reprossion and a violent display of physical
force but only by real greatness of heart displayed
‘on the side of Britain which will evoke a response
fromm the Indian side. This is just what haa been
emphasized recently in the statement issued by the
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COouncil of the National Liberal Federation.
the disproportionate sentences passed forthe most
trivial offences Dr, Tagore says that they are the
worst breaches of Law of Humanity which is greater
than any other law.of the land. There is no doubt
that many of the punishments recently inflicted for
breaches of the Salt Act are-disproportionate to the
offence committed and are much beyond the range of
punishments contemplated by the Salt Act itself.
There is, however, this. consolation that very soon
all these prisoners are bound to be released, As
Dr, Tagore has well put it, Europe has completely
lost its moral prestige in Asias and we think it can
only be regained by the assertion not of physical
force—which will make it go down still more—but
of gpiritual force and by the maintenance of moral

superiority.
* *

The Bengal Merchants' view of the present situa~-

tion,

ALTHOUGH we do not agree with his advocacy
of civil disobedience, we must admit that Mr, Nalini
Ranjan Sarkar’s presidential address at the general
meeting of the Bengal National Chamber of Com-
merce is very suggestive and contains many sugges-
tions t6 the Government with regard to the solution
of the present political riddle. Mr Sarkar, referring to
the retardation of Indian exports, complained of the
contraction of currency in order to keep up the ex-
change rate,
ments to the achievement of the people’s economic
purpose wag, in his opinion, economic freedom, which
ultimately meant political sutonomy. He cited
many instances of the way in which Great Britain
bad explained away solemn promises and manifes-
toes ; and on these grounds he justified the opposition
of the Indian people to the Round Table Conference,
We do not see however any good in raking up past
mistakes and failures since our present duty is to
concentrate on the realities of the hour. Mr. Sarker
regards the breaking of the Salt Act as giving the
people an opportunity to expreas their disapproval of
the present system of Government and the iniquities
it has perpetrated ; but if this opportunity degene-
rates into an ocoasion of anarchical violence, surely
the inaugurators of civil disobedience cannot be
wholly exempted from their share of responsibility.
Mr. Sarkers cites the parsllel of Ulster's resistance
to its inclusion in the Irish Free State as a justifica-
tion for the present day non-co-operation in India;
but we are sure every one would regard it as a
dangerous precedent. Although we have no love
for the Press Ordinance, we think it is untrueto
say, a8 Mr. Sarker does, that open expression of
legitimate grievances in the press iz suppressed by
the Ordinance. We would agree, however, with the
warning given by him that repression does not pay in
the long run and gives only atemporary set back to
powerful boycotts and other expressions of nafional
feeling. His suggestions for a final solution of the
present deadlock are the granting of India's demand
for full freedom, the retracing of all the steps taken
on the perilous path of repression, and the giving of
the assurances demanded by Indian leaders.

A Protest from Indian Merchants,

THE ocommunioation addressed by the Indian
Merchants’ Chamber Bombay to the Government of
India with regard to the gravity of the present poli-
 tical situation is symptomatioc of the general uneasi-
ness folt by the Indian commercial community
with regard to the future of trade, commerce and
industry in India. The Chamber cites some oriti-
cisms of theold Press Act by the Chief Justices of
Madras and Caloutta in order to make the Govern-
ment realize the dangers inherent in the present Press
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The only way to overcome the impedi-~ -

Ordinance which not ouly copies the Act but. adds
to its rigours and recommends the withdrawal of
the Ordinance. Referring to the origin of the present
agitation by the Press, the Committee of the Chamber
expresses the opinion that without a declaration by
the Government that Indiane wili be masters in
their own country Indian opinion will not be conci-
liated. The Committee is convinced that the present
movement is not confined to a fringe of the popula-
tion but has permeated the masses and recommends
the Government to adopt other metbods than repres-
sion which, in its opinion, can only sggravate dis-
affestion, While admitting the excesses committed
by the misguided pablic, it declares the opinion
that a difficult situation is being handled by the
Government without adequate appreciation of the
consequences. With regard to the appeal made by the
Government in their reply to the Chamber’s previous
telegram for the support of the stable interests in
society, the Committee recommends the summoning
of a conference.. of these interests in order to learn
from the representatives how the Indian commezrcial
community visualises the present situation. We
feel that the Government cannot do better than
accept the suggestion since such a conferencs will
af least remove a number of misunderstandings. The
Committes apprehends serious ceonsequences to com-
mereo and industry if the Government fail to meet
the present situation in & statesmanlilke spirit and
declare itself strongly opposed to & policy of
represgion dictated by panie. It would hardly be
right ..policy to. ignore the feelings of the bourgeois

elements in this country which are certainly

interested in the meaintenance of law and order.
. * &*

Prol.'Karve's World tour.

It is clear from the acoount of his tour submit-
ted to the Senate of the Indian Women's University
by Prof D. K. Karve. that the University hes come
to ba known all over the world through his lectures
and the articles in the press stimulated by them,
Prof. Karve addressed several maetings of Indians
with the object of rousing inferest in them about
the Indian Womens' University and visited girls’
high schools and Colleges with a view to observe
their working so as to apply the knowledge gained to
Indian educational institufions. At the World Fede-
ration of Educational Associations, the Indian delega-
tion decided fo held an Asiatic Conference at Bonares
in December 1930 and Prof. Karve notes that interna~
tional goodwill and cooperation were the main theme
of discourses in the Federation. Prof. Karve feels
that there is a great need of spreading correct infor-
mation about Indisa and thinks that if eminent
Indians go out in large numbers it will largely help
in registering the sympsthies of foreign nations
towards India in her struggle for progress. It is
worth noting that even ir ordinary schools in
Europe and America education in house-keeping
with full respousibility of managing a small
model apartment is given to all girls. Prof. Karve
recommends that more attention should be given
in Indis to Home Economics, which has a special
faculty in some Awmerican Universities. In many
Europesn countries two languages, besides the mother-
tongue, are taught to girls and Prof. Karve
suggests that one of these additional languages in
India should be Hindi. We are glad to note that
Prof. Karve helped in dispelling a good deal of mis-
understanding about India created by some recent
books, and it is pleasing to learn that in spite of being
a septegencrian he has, as a result of the hopes
oreated by the tour, decided to carry on his work as
a roformer with greater zeal.

» . »
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THE MAHATMA'S TERMS.

CCORDING to an interview which the Special
Correspondent of the Daily Herald had with
Mabatma Gandhi in Yeravda Jail, Mr. Gandhi

is willing to oall off ecivil disobadience and to co-
operate with the British Government on the follow-
ing conditions :— :

(1) The terms of reference of the Round Table
Conference to ineclude the framing of a
constitution giving India the “substance
of independence”.

(2) Satisfaction to be granted to Mr. Gandhi’s
demands for the repeal of the salt tax, the
prohibition of liquor, and a ban on fore-
ign cloth.

(3) An amnesty for prisoners convicted of
political offences to coincide with the end
of civil disobedience campaign.

(4) The remaining seven points raised in
Mr. Gandhi's letter to the Viceroy to be
left for future discussion.

‘Wo bave no desire to be unduly oritical of the
Mahatma or hamper in the least the prospecis of
negotiation that will bring peace to this sorely. stri-
cken land. Wao heartily welcome this fresh evidence
that the Mahatma is willing to oo-operate with the
Government. Woe readily recognise that the Mahatma
now jnearnates the very goul of India, and that with-
ouf his blessing the Round Table Conference has no
chance. Itis worthwhile, therefore, going & long
way to conciliate the Mahatma,

Of the four conditiona that he laid down, the
firet i undoubtedly the most important. Swaraj must
give India the “ substance of independence, This
has been the common factor in the demands made by
all progressive parties in the country, and even M.
Gandhi will not deny that Dominion Status, as enjoy-
ed by Canada and South Africa, gives that “substance
of independence” which he lays stress on. If
soma Indian publicists preferred the word Dominion
Status, it Is because they realised full well that it
would give India the “ substance of independence ",
beoause it was a well-understood term in Britain and
did not rouse unnecessary antagonism, and because
India stood to gain by being & voluntary member of
the British Commonwealth.

The third condition laid down by the Mahatma
that political prisoners should be released simulia-
neously with the cessation of civil disobedience will
be universally endorsed. We wish we could say the
same of his second condition, the repeal of the salt
tax, the prohibition of liquor and the ban on foreign
oloth. If under the first condition she obtained the
** substance of independence " India would be free to
introduce these and other equally desirable and neves-
sary reforms in the administration. We oannot help
feeling that In this respect the Mahatma has fallen
& proy to considerations of prestige.

I

Nevertheless, we are not without hope that
negotiations, once started and handled by proper and
competent people, will yet find & way out. It is
something that the Mahatms hag reduced his eleven
points to three, and when he sees a change "of heart
in the Government, he may be persuaded to stick
to the substance and not insist as a precedent con-
dition to the Round Table Conference the subsidiary
and minor administrative reforms,

THE LIBERALS PLEA,

T was hoped and anticipated that the All-Parties’
Conference under the presidency of Sir A. P.
Patro would give precedence to the question of pro-
moting a truce between the Civil resisters and the
Governmens and of exploring & way out of the diffi-
oult political situation that now faces the country.
That Commifttee, however, broke up without attempt-
ingthe task. Nor was it able to achieve any progress
in the special problem -that it had taken on itself to
solve, owing to the abstention of the leaders of the
Hindu Maha Sabha, The Conference realised,that
its pize was a handicap and constituted a smaller
committes to explore the ways of communal seitle-
ment and to report to the Conference,

The intervention of the Patrec Conference in
raspeot of the political situation, was rendered super-
fluous by the statement that the Council of the Liber-.
al Federation published last week. The Council
unreservedly condemned the civil disobedience move-
ment. It disapproved of the proposal of the Congress
oalling upon people not fo pay fhe land tax in the
ryotwari provinces and the choukidar tax in some
other provinces. Weo have always condemned and
must continue to condemn the exploiting of the
ignorant masses for political ends. If Government
revanue must be attacked, there is no reason why
income tax should not be refused in the first ingtance.
But as the Council pointed out, non-payment of
taxes is likely to lead to great harships with-out
bringing the country nearer Dominion Status,

‘While thus disapproving of the oivil disobe-
dience compaign, the Council was equally strong in
its condemnation of the excesses committed by tha
Government officials in combating the civil resis-
tence movement, and in particular, the heavy and
disproportionate sentences imposed on civil resisters
on conviction and the declaration of martial law in
Sholapur. Government have dane well in appointing:
two High Court judges to investigate into the happen-
ing at Peshwar, and they; will do well to withdraw
martial law in Sholapur at onoce and institute an in-
dependent judicial enquiry, 'We cannot help regratt-
ing that the Madras Government have refused to make
& public enquiry into the shooting that took place in
Madras in April last, even after the leaders of the
Liberal and Justice Parties and others squally res-
ponsible and influential, demanded it

But the most important contribution of the
Council was its constructive suggestion for perman-
ent peace, It made it clear that the mere announce-
ment of the date of the Round Table Conference wasa
not emough if the Round Table Conference idea is
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to materialise, An atmosphere favourabie to it
should be created, and for this purpose both bellige-

rants should bend their energies. Civil disobedience -

should be called off and with it automatically re-
pression. But gomething more is necessary on the
part of the Government., Political prisoners, and in
particular, Mahatma Gandhi, must be released and
an unequivocal declaration made that the object
of the Round Table Conference is the establishment
of Dominion Status with necessary safeguards agreed
upon for the period of transition.

This advice of the Liberals in India has been

reinforced by the Rt Hon, V., 8. Srinivasa Sastri,
who, speaking to certain members of Parliament in
London, is reported to have advised the release of
Mahatma Gandhi and the political prisoners, and

the announcement that the purpose of the Round
Table Conference was the establishmeat of Dominion *

Status.

The Council is responsible for one other sugges-
tion of great immediate importance, And that is that
the Viceroy should immediastely confer with leaders
of Indian opinion with a view to removing the pre-
sent tension and to arrest the deterioration in the
situation. - We own to the feeling thab there is gen-
uine feeling on the part both of the Government and
the Congress to end the quarrel and come to a settle-
ment. But as usual, prestige is barring the way to
it. Government evidently feel -precluded from mak-
ing any advance pending the publication of the
Simon Report, and the Civil resisters feel precluded
from orying a halt to their activities lest they should
be open to taunts of defeat. The real obstacle to
immediate peace =eems to be the Simon. Report
Meanwhile, there is danger of the situation getting

worse and reconciliation rendered more difficult. A

conference between the Viceroy and the leaders of
public opinion will very probably result in a truce
at once. Now that the Simon Report is reported to

bave been unanimously signed, it should be possible:

for Government o publish at once a summary of the
main conclusions, and thereby reolesse themselves
from their vow of silence. Government would then
be free to go forward with their.declaration of policy
of conociliation and negotiation.

THE PRESS CONFERENCE.

AST week there met in Bombay a conference of
journalists and owners of printing presses in
India to consider the situation created by the

promulgation by the Viceroy of the Prass! Ordinance,
Mr. K. 'Natarajan, the veteran journalist of forty
years standing, welcomed the delegales in an inte-
resting speech marked by his usual originality and
breadth of view. Transcending the immediate
purpose of the Conference, he suggestad that the only
permanent remedy was conoiliation and not repres-

sion. Mr, A. Rangaswami Iyengar, the intrepid

* editor of the Hindu of Madras, who, besides being a
journalist of the very firat rank in the country, isalso
a olose student of the constitution and a legisla~
tor of exparience and standing, ocoupied the Presi-
dential Chair and delivered & most stimulating,

| taken to the

sober, yet strong speech. He exposed the weakness
in the Viceregal apologis for the Press Ordinance, It
was not an emergency measure meant to meet an
emergency just arisen, for the Viceroy adumbrated
reasons whioh, ¢on his own sb.owmg. have been in
operation for several 'years smce the repenl of the
Prass Aet in 1922,

Mr, Rangaswami Iyongsr deprecated both the
policies approved by Mahstma Gandhi, namely, the
refusal to pay security when demanded and the conti-
nuance of the paper until the press waa oconfiscated
or the suspension of the paper on the first demand for
security. Combining business acumen with patrio-
tism in nice proportions, he suggested that security,
when first demanded, should be paid, provided, of
course, the paper could aftord to do so, and that the
newspaper should continue to maintain its policy
undeterred and undeflected by the security. If
the security was forfeited, the matter should be
courts and the action of the
Government challenged, He was under no illusions:
that the courts would be able to give relief, but the
advantage was that Government would be compelled

_to specify the passages which offended them and thab
~would enable the public to judge tle bonafides of the

Government. He was, however, opposed to the pay-
ing of & second security : he jpreferred the closing
down of the periodical under that circumstance,

He assigned no adequate reason why the second
demand for security should be refused and the paper
closed down. Consistent with his policy of ecivil
digocbedience, Mahatmas Gandhi advised the Nava
Jivan press to defy the Ordinancestraight away, refuse
to pay security, if demanded, and continue the paper
with just the same standard of right and wrong that it
had all along adopted. Mrs, Besant followed the con-
stitutional method of paying for the second time the
security demanded of her and fighting her case in the
Courts, and ultimately she was interned. It is
certainly more patriotic and high-spirited for & paper,
particularly a popular paper, to keep up the fight to
the last diteh, paying seeurity as often as it is
demanded, finances permitting, until it is physically
gagged. Buf the proposal that the second demand,
forsecurity should not be met is somewhat difficult
to defend, except purely on economic grounds.

But the most surprising proposal was the one
that all nationalist papers should close down until
the Press Ordinance was repealed. Of this proposal
Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar said in his Presidential
Address; “ I do not think we should play into the
hands of the Government by ceasing publications the
moment the Government start to attack us. If news-
papers should cases publication immedialely on
demand for seourity and if other Nationalist news-
papers who are in a:ympai:hy§ with it should also
cease publication at the first touch, it would be an
act of surrender which would enable the Government
to claim not only that tha charges of objectionabla
writing of the newspapers concerned have been
justified but also that the steps tgken by them to
prevent them have proved effective. * Thanks to the
good sense of the majority - of the Conference, this
disastrous and suicidal proposal was heavily defeat-
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fbat .Tohn. Bufl w111 not’ glve in an mch unﬁl he' 13
compelled to do s so Jl‘he ?ondupt of Fhe IBrﬂ:ns.h in thef
past towards sub]ect mces—-—m Ireland gnd eIsewhere
where thd peOple wera their kith “and, km—fully
fustiflos ¢ thik belief, It e Brfnsh'bould be 56 hard
iowm-ds. ﬁhelr own ,ﬂesh and b],ood‘ how much ‘harder
t‘ﬁ ba fowa.rds 8 da.rk Inﬁ:an race, emasculab-

qd bz enemhq‘ns of sub]ectmn, Qn “when " the ' prizé
in tieu Bands s éo rich, ' Such are tha arguments of
fsha vasrt ma:or'ty c"And. ca.n anyone glve an adequate
answ &osuc]éargmﬁents? peiia BT s M

s Luu wiioste vt ofr e W dnsrmsn m{) gi.d
as;tjord, Trwin;. hes shown.. on many . accasjong
Hst he i actupted by, a sinecrs desire 03 8, peaceful
goll;n(m,: .. He has Tecently. §&y,'l several bimes .tha
he ?“15 ‘15% "11 h’-FTP°wQ“ RN {nag\tam Law a!}é
Order;, and he bas eaid.in thg same .bmqththat he
w:ll | nat be diverted from, -his _policy  of, advancmg
Indms pql;}tgeal( aspuatmns on_ocqnstitutjonal_lines,
Of the former, he ha.s given amplq proofs by, ‘arrests
sn@_nrdmances.;;ut of the ~latter .thgl_:a;_ }ms, been; no
proof beyond mere repetltlon of qud&h&vg
now- lgst their value, even with é e sof éest section of
Indian politicians.
The masseg . Bra, jll-fed, ill-clothed
and ill-employed” The agncul’i:unst a8 lost heavily
Yels éhopricsiof‘hid Produots: "TheTpaddy eultivat.
‘h&uged tb gél RE8 61 Raic® forcigedrs tdget
“fihda'thatdid produce does not felbhr Gt "mbrd than
oReli6inow, Likewisethe valuyofevery dother:bagri
Daﬁtmmnonﬁnadng»wnﬂxarmargm ialreads: low] is
sdwhndled down o'« dangerous level. Hé wonds his
1o ¢67thd metropalise Porl servics; i buk ithoy srehorn
fddingrthat the Shetrtpolib isofull7of anemployed.
~&ia istoldithiat bis tratitiles layer doeeitinsthe = British
sRall12 Andivhéccinblame hine if boenthesiastically
odfwel th bréblrfhb sTower P Ande droriliyd Swlid =35 wok-
tponeitile fobthe afitrédsobidlasagritulturiord dsvt
oXibt vlifefty shaRatioi Bill P d thirdn ghd #he A dsern-
odbdy bdbéadeth lof wheney pnitibtefiim sty swEole

should not. be overlooked. As Rabmdrhm

TR Untpg ¢ o @ity ddepsi vadintisa YpriduRuribe of
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1/8th of the value of his produce, It is the marginal

smounts that really matter, and by reducing the

]:.a.lue of his produce by 1/8th you have really killed
im,

And what about the manufacturer? He has
lost doubly ; first, from the reduced purchasing power
of the agriculturist, and secondly, from the bounty
which the appreciated rupee gave to imported goods,
with which he is unable to compete. Can the Gov-
ernment point out anyone who has not been a suf-
feror from the consequences of the sppreciation of
the rupee ?

In these circumstances, it will not be an
exaggeration to say that the currency policy of Gov-
ernment has more than any other cause been respon-
sible for the wide-spread unrest in the country. In
spite of the most heroic manipulations, Government
have been unable to keep up the exchange even a
point or two above the lower gold point. Should
the coming monsoon be a failure to any extent, Gov-
ernment will have to decide to drop the exchange to
16d. There is no doubt that Government is convine-
ed of the folly of 184. rupee. The only thing that
stands in their way is prestige, How long is the
country going to suffer to keep up “prestige”
based on such hollow ressoning ? '

If the Government resolve to drop the ex-
change to 16d, they will have removed the biggest
cause of the present unrest. It will at once improve
the lot of the agriculfurist and the manufacturer
and 8ll the others and create a wider circle of vested
interests. Vested tnlerests are always the best support-
ers of stable Governmeni. The larger the number of
people who have a stake, the larger is the support to
the Government. We do not see how Government
¢ould rally any supporters to their side in any other
way. The distribution of honours and jobs has its
limits, The number of sycophants who always wish
to bask in the smiles of Government, are perhaps
still more limited in number, Who else can Gov-
ernment have on their side? None but the vested
interests, Unless their numbers are increased, the
tide of unrest is bound to go shead and Government
will goon find they can only rule with the bayonet
and the machine gun. - :

“VERITY"

INDIA IN 1928-29,

O far as the presentation of facts is concerned
the annual statement by the Direotor of
Information for the year 1928-29 is up to the

standard set by previous ones; but we fail to
detect any improvement towards a sympsathsetic
" understanding of the aspirations of the people
and an appreciation of the point of wview of
parties in opposition to the Government. Mr,
Coatman begins as usual with Hindu-Muslim rela-
tions, & theme which seems to fascinate him and he
thinks that these have been more friendly during the
year owing to the perception by the better elements
on both sides of the injury inflicted upon public life
by savage outbreaks of communal hatred and also
owing to the legielation paseed during the year 1927

penalising the instigation of inter-communal hosti-
lity by the press. The year had & sad record so far
as industrial disturbances were concerned ; the total
number of strikes was 203 and of working days
lost was 316 lakhs, & number greater than the
number of days lost in the five proceding yaars taken
together. The chapter ‘Politics during the year*™
affords a fairly impartial narrative of political events
in India but is eolourless so far as judgment on the
motives and actions is concerned. The Nehru Re-
port is admitted to represent a constructive effort to
build a politioal platform broad enough to accomo-
date varied interests in India, and it is noticed that
the National Liberal Federation has accorded general
support to it and to the resolutions of the All-Parties
Conference, In spite of this volumes are said about
the opposition to the Nehru Report and there is no
attempt made to give s final judgment. Perhaps the
office of the Director of Information is supposed
simply to provide information! One of the most
notable events of the year was the attempted unifica-
tion of the two rival sections of Muslims by their
holding a jpint All-India Muslim League; and al-
though this failed owing to the refusal of the Shafi
wing to join the open meeting, the breach was becom-
ing narrower. From the proceedings of the Liberal
Federation Mr. Coatman has drawn the conclusion
that Indian Liberals were going to refuse in 1930, as
they refused in 1920, to be drawn info the dangerous
ways of non-cooperation and has emphasized that
their views are shared by other eminent Indian poli-
ticians who do not belong to the left wing of Indian
politics, Owing to the unceremonicus rejection of
the Nehru Report by the Muslims the Hindu Maha-
sabha also refused to consider it and almost went
back to its original position of opposition to the pre-
forential treatment of any community.

Mr, Coatman thinks that India is prospering be-
cause yoar by year her exports and imports have
steadily climbed without a pause so that after the
‘War she attained the fifth place among the trading
countries of the world. In the same breath he admits
that India exports raw materials and food-stuffs and
imports manufaetured goods, and one can only mar-
vel at the curious criterion he applies for deter-
mining prosperity. Mr. Coatman's views on the

drink problem are strictly of the orthodox Govern-
ment type and he thinks that except in big cities the

consumption of liquors does not provide a serious.
problem in India. After a gopd deal of cynical phi-
losophising about total prohibition he admits that the
movement towards fotal prohibition is very largely
inspired by genuine reformiug zeal, His statement
however that the goneral trend of every governing
authority in India is to reduce to a minimum the
consumption of aleoholic liqguors e¢an only be accept-
od with large reservations. Finally he clinches by
saying that there is reason fo believe that there are
limits to the polioy of checking consumption by
raiging the price on account of the encouragement
afforded to illicit lignor. With such an apologia
for the exoise policy presented to Pariiament the
-outlook for prohibition can only ba regarded as
dismal. -



-

MAY 22, 1930.]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

» L]

We think it is quite unnecessary to include in
the statement a verbatim reproduction of the Finance
Member’s Budget speech; members of Parliament

-¢an certainly get access to this speech and it would
be more appropriste to comment on the views on the
Budget expressed by non-official members of the
Central legislature. Mr. Coatman believes that in
spite of finanocial stringency, serious economic dislo-
cation and heavy expenditure, the country as a whole
has been gradually steered into an enviable state of
prosperity and practically all the provinces have
passed through their worst financial crisess We do
nof think we can share this optimistic view. It is
gratifying to note that Mr, Coatman gives a sympa-
thetic ascount of the grievances of Indians oversess ;
he frankly says that it would be idle to deny that
there are some parts of the Empire where the treat-
ment of Indians is not consistent with the position of
India in the Empire or with their own status as Bri-
tish subjects. Among the grievances of Indian set-
‘tlers in other parts of the Empire are iucluded the
denial of their right to hold land and to enjoy trading
facilities and the imposition of compulsory segrega-
tion; so far as these are concerned there has been
no substantial relief to Indians in Kenya and Scuth
Africa in spite of the partial success of the Cape
Town Agreement. 7

‘ It is encouraging to see that municipalities and

-other local bodies are taking an increasing share in
improving public health by providing medical relief
and undertaking schemes of water supply; the gap
between demand and supply of medical facilities,
though stiil Iarge, ia continually narrowing. Progress

An education is still hampered by the ehronic poverty
of the magses and their hereditary prejudice to educa~
tional innovations but the statement admits that
Ministers are displaying more and more courage,

<nthusiasm and initiative in advancing primary and

-compulsory education. One satisfactory feature of

-eduoational reports is t¢he satisfactory incresse in
the number of depressed class pupils and the gradual
breaking down of caste prejudice all over India. It is
olear from the account of the cooperative movement in
the various provinoes that it is expanding everywhere
and its growth has been a sound and healthy one, a
good deal of constructive work having been ocarried
out by the societies. The statement recognizes the
importanoce of the part played by cotiage industries in

rural economy ; Biharhasshown the greatast progress

An hand-weaving, producing nearly 5 crores of rupees
worth of oloth. In Madras the State Aid to Indu-

stries Act has been amended to extend its benefits to
small scale industries and cottage industries and the

U. P, Government gives demonstrations in weaving,
leather working, dyeing and printing in addition to

‘maintaining ‘112 institutions imparting technical

training. Bengal tops the list maintaining 127 tech-
nical and industrial sohools, besides managing an

Indusirial Research Liaboratory. All this is good

asugury for the industrial future of the country. The
general wmocount given of transferred departments
amply justifies the transfer of important subjsots to
ministers responsible to the legislatura,

’ V.N.G.

U7
R eviews.
DOMINION STATUS AND INTERNATIONL
LAW, |

THE PRESENT JURIDICIAL STATUS OF THE
BRITISH DOMINIONS [N INTERNA-
TIONAL LAW. By P. J. NOEL BAKER. ( Long-

mans, ) 1929, 23 om. 421p. 21f— -

THIs is & book of topical interest especially for
India where the question of Dominion Status wversus
Independence is & live question and is being fought
out even now on a Held of battle, To the out and out
Independence theorists this book may not make any-
appeal, for to them not books but action would seem

to be the instrument of discussion. But even to
them it may have an academic appeal, if only
because it shows how both in the field of econstitu-
tionel and of international law the British Domi-
nions by means of gradual and sure-footed move~
ments have acquired a status not much inferior to
that of independence. ' But. to the constitutionaiist,
whether in the study or inaction,the book will furnish
the knowledge that helps and inspires with hope and
confidence. In the historical chapter { oh. III ) Noel
Baker traces the steps by which Canada and the
other Dominions, standing at the point at which
India would be if provincial autonomy and respons
sible government at the centre oubside national
defence and foreign affairs were granted, have been
able to obtian the position they occupy at present of
equal partners with Great Britain of the British
Commonwealthr In the subsequent chapters he
deseribes the position of the Dominions in the League
of Nations and in International Law and shows the
large powers they have acquired of deciding on their
foreign policy, of organising their foreign relations
even to the extent of making their own treaties and
having their own diplomatio representatives and of
refusing to be hound by any treaties of Great Britain

" to which they had not assented. But that, although

the Dominions have a “distinct international persong-
lity”, they are nobt separate international persons is
shown in & chapter called “The Constitutional
Unity of the British Commonwealth”, in which the
legal and conventional ties that bind the several
governments of the Dominions to the government of
QGreat Britain are explained. A common crown, a.
common sllegiance, the universal validify of the
royal prerogative, exercised through a Governor
(teneral who more and more in the exercise of his
executive functions behaves likethe King in England,
the jurisdiotion of the Privy Counecil, the unity in
war of all the parts of the Commonwealth—these go to
show that the constitutional unity and personality
of the Commonwealth is still & juridical fact. Ina
final ohapter on “Some Unsoived Problems”, Mr.
Baker deals with a number of interesting and rather
at present academio questions. But the most
academio question of all, approaching the vanishing
point of unreality, is whether the Dominions have a
right to secede from the British Commonwealth.
Surely the “right to secede” cannot be a question of
oonstitutional law. It belongs more to the sphere of
Natural Law, if puch a Law there bs. When a
member of & State has come to the point of thinking
of secession, it has ceased to have a right to belong
to that State. That “the right to secede’” is not a
question of constitutional law was proved once for
all and for ever when the right to sccede of the
Southern States of the U. 8. A. was submitted to the
decision of war and not to the Supreme Court.

M. RUTHNASWAMY,
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AUROEIN 0, iséntation of Aurobindo’s teachifigs’ and life-work is
LIFE WORK OFth AURSBINDO. By JoTISH raquired to soguaind:tha iworld: with  the. dee
ey Tl mysteries.and profound prmciples of s great_synthe
Abmashe *'l'—l’lbm%m tic: gospel, which is atill in the embroy, of a Master

1 “olitka Y1939, 40 o, fffzs GLI T VO
THIS attractively got-up badk is written by an ardeni:
3of .Sq rDhmdo as offerin at the feet of
. irth-day? It 44; ThersT
ﬁasrkéd h'e nfef ss well ‘as lfhe defecﬁs of
sucl:r -purely: aiﬂnect:we works, -“Tfre - atbhors Testi-
mate of Sri Aurobindo's! life-work ' is; indicated
at. the joutset,, :Im:the Introduetion we.are told
that' the .man—hers reference ; being. ev1dent1y . to
Aurobindo=''that will.come out,ef his se¢lusion some-
day will not berolir mst dn the: narrow sense,. of the
term devoting his life. to; the- fulﬁlment of : our :lm-
mediate ‘needs:of life; the ;patly , gains - rof 8- circul-.
scribed outlook,.but a. . man whose only “elaim to
Iife wot;ld be the £u1ﬁ1m§nt of his God-ordained mis-
Bion on earth——to brin own a purer, atmosphere of |
truth-on earth, from ‘Whlph all, u.tespecma “of caste,
colour and creed, who may ba. spmhually fif tokeceive
the new. light will derive the supreme benefit. ~Ths
old Aurobindo in the new- namesake of him is “desd,
and today we sing not a sang of brotherly ‘eongratu-
lution, an epiphsny glorifying the life-passage of the
Divine Purushg in his Body, whom .we see passing
through. a new cycle of existence to fulfil Lis Divine
Lila on Earth,”" " This extract will suffice to show to
the reader. the sort, of _hero-worship’ to be found in
the volume, -
1 The: book: consists of - -eight chapters and an
dppendix giving Desabandhu Das’s address in defence
of Aurabindo in ;the Alipore conspiracy case. , The
first five chapters deal with Aurabindo’s early tram
ing, the forces that helped to mould his unlquely
rich and versatile mind, his life in ,Baroda as vice-
principal of the. Ga.ekwnrs College, his initiation in-
to yogs by Lila, a Mahratta Brahmm, his advent
to Bengsl and sssumption of the reins of leadership
there and the events that Jed up#to his trial and sub-
sequent retirement to South India,. ‘Towards the.end
of -the. .fifth chapter the. suthor tries to.clear up,the
mystery surrounding:Sri. ;Aurcbindo’s sudden  retire-
ment. ~He says:that: Aurobindo did noi- apprave .. the
dangerous activities of the. violent revolutionaries
Bengal and:desired that the' Nationalist. Party,. of
which he was the leader, should keep aloof from such
violence, leaving the fight to bsg conducted betwean
the Government on the one hand and the revolution-
aries on-the other, At the same time, Aurobindo did
not want :his ;party to -sit .idle..:-So he. adv:sed
his men tfcprepare- themselves. for, 1f.utm:e
taking $0: ¥ogic Sadhans-as a; sort. of ¢1r31mdual
-and: national self:-discipline” Jndlan philosophy and !

1iteraturewere:also to be studied to-explorethe. foun- I fe

dations of: the: spiritual’ . and. : cultural . synthesis. on |
swhich Indihn Society and humanity-as .a whole vyere F
.10 be.Febuilt for future progresa-and.evolation, |.

Aftdr the' dbove explanation; thie obiect of. -Sr1
} Aurobindo's’ tife ‘Bouth Tndia;: +hig pursuit. ‘ob ‘Y ogic
“Sadhana’ nt! Pondichrry;, the’ publication for -some-
‘time of thé'purety ph;losophidalr inhd: leultural) organ,
"Arya"bacbmes uite clepr, ' The buthorexpounds the
: message of the “Arya” and sofid nspetts of Aurcbindo’s
synthetm ‘philosophy - and" Sadhana! iwrthe swentlg

i;;cw; twil 'be ‘golng'beyond the boundd df:a brie
'ltev “a’l:tampt’ to’ Sanal yae ihefé thb teaching
of Anrb’bmdf! and thelt bearmgé’ o1 | Thdish-=eultura
; renaissdncd “and" humak' T evoldéioh. ~Phe ‘ouhou
should l’g,rog’ In’ Hoit H Eopy <of i TEke: Hookio whith, |
splte of “ifg" lﬁhnf"TdéfehtEJ‘b‘f’ heta-worship, Im
“$risivesabjebtivista pfid & curtbrobs stihe snd unpar
donabld ‘neglétk “f " 1ot Ocerr‘ee‘uieﬂf‘ wmplioivepsy
perdiah ¥ ButHRDIr Bdmble view, a more clarified

n{’ﬂ manage or
i ife"is his and

mind not yet completely. emerged out of the self
imposed ordeal of Trapasya snd’ silence, : -
M, R. RAMA.SWMY. ‘

_ ‘DEMOCRACY"
‘THE. ESSENTIALS OF 'DEMOERACY. ( Wil.
;¢ liam.J.;Cooper Fopndamron }Lecturea ). ByA.D
, LINDSAY. . (Oxford: Uruvemty Press ). 1929
-i R0cm, 82p.- 3/6 .
THE Master.of Balhol College;Oxford has rendered
8 great service o ublicists and students in the five
lectures given undet the William* J. Cooper Founda-
"tion at'Swarthmore Collége, Pennsylvania. -Thelec
 fures are devoted to-the examination of the essentials
' of demvicracy -and. in ihe compass of a: very small
volume abundant, mabenal is. prov1ded for extended
discussions.. The ]ecfu.rer brmgs to beat upon thé ex-
position extreme candour; profeund thought and deep
erudition. - ‘The attempt is-'avvéry' successful’ endea-
vour $o 1ift politics out of the regioni-of. sordid .don<
siderations to the high level:of -a philosophical :ap«
proach to the jmminent demands, of an age whlch
gepks. to Tregeue- @emocracy fron;l temporary dls-
repuf:e .
The present” disillisionmetit’ about demnocracy’
is widespread and in certain quarters- deep.” Prof.
Hedrnshaw  of Kings College London, not long ago,
threw out a nha].lenge in .8 book:.ealled ‘Demacracy
at the Cross. Roadg." - This dissatisfaction arises fro: Y
two facts.. Al tpe world. over people expected the
millenjum £6 arrive wheq the tnass had its say. Tie
Great War added to'the’‘conflict andl the confusion
Dr. Lindsay tHuly ‘suggests that thé att:tuéo towards
deémocracy is daeto the -fact: that *our :démocratic
governments 'ara- not: demooratig enough.” . The nony
democratie, governments proved, unequa.], to the new
situations created by the war, . And the ' new derioy
éracy m rman the opeft{l ale'rt dembcracreé‘mt
i"da smaller sﬁai:éé Tike ! Czechoslovakis &nd Tstho?
nia, have proved the truth of the sucecessful operation
of democratio mmmples :There;is something in
real demooracy which ~;when ;expenenoed is such a
| thoyoughly .satisfactory -form of government tha
men are always. frying’ £o* exte’nﬁ it' a‘nd to gwe #
more to do.’ -
 As a fmr}y satisfactory form"éf -gowmmeint i'lel
#nocracy 'saffers in 1arper-groups] -dn dheChristian
{| Bobal congregations: where a-gmalb-group: of , people
can.meet faco tp face, it is. found useful t6 adopt -t
orm: of government. . The author 'has A very Hlumi=
‘nating illustration drawn”from ‘& sﬂ is *knowrt: b
the €larkeé-papers.- -If: 4s the 'restrdvof " famous: ddé.
‘bate Reld-inl164¥ &n:the qubject .of mariheod- suffragd,
-ths disputants being the represdntatives of  the wrmy
dnown as the Lewellers and Ireton, Q;:om,well aon -the.
oppwge;s:ida who- argued for voting to be, baspd on
operty Colonel © Rambbl‘ocfbr thé's “gaid,.
E%?ea.liy, ‘think ‘the’ pdo‘rest ‘hd { thet- §s" in’ England
“Rath- & hfe td live :as thelriehest heli . sCommenting on
[thig. lnuthentic note of democracy’; the[Maateraf Bal-
- ol seys, ythe peorest hag hm wy Hife toy th, aot to
dm 1e;i or nsqd fer, peo e, His"
asto five'it’ } & cart divest rim
gthﬁt fe‘s;fonsiblllty“ Howevet “different ‘ien may
bbe in-Wealth orCAbil it 162 ledriving; whethérs clewer,
orstupid,sgodd oe bady:}i ving their life oig «theix ;pon-"
overn. and;theiy respensibilign . caed? - itc <l 3!

Arising ont.ef[this| FOry eve e-
lessixur principle are Certain dlﬁioulgms eérlery man

r -

less effusive and scientifically well-arranged pre-

is to assert his rignts then ‘full consent and governs
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-ynent becomes impossible.” In the discussion, Ireton,
- the exponent of the civil government, while demolish-
ing the arguments of Col. Rainboro, shows a miserable
1ack of understanding of the spirit behind the de-
mand for equality. Two elements emerge out of the
discussion betwesn the Levellers and Ireton—'a
mystical conviction of the equality of man which
has behind it a living power and fervour, l:lut,. if
translated literally into practical machinery, is im-
poseibilist and ansrchic and the compromising
#pirit of the practical man who knows the necessi-
ties of government and tries by appesl to common
. sense and efficienoy to get some sense into the idea-
. 1ist,"” :
Unlike Ireton, Cromwell, who acknowledges the
need for consulting the individual conscience, shows
remarkable understanding and sympathy when he
maintaing that #t is not the supremacy of the indivi-
dusl will but the readiness to diseuss everyman’s
point of view which makes true democracy both desi-
rable and effective. Then it is that we see the
emergence of the group mind. And the machinery
for the evolution of s common mind and a common
" 1ife is thus made available.

Cromwoell, who had the model of the Christian
congregation before him, urges the two methods of
democratie government—by consent and by discus-
sion. Inthe end he points out the possibility of
government by disoussion, now made famous by the

, formuia of the Round Table Conference.

-~ Wae notice the decline of the effectiveness of re-
- presentative assemblies, for in no sense is it possible
*t0 ascertain the opinion of all the governed,
-Means of communication have improved and the
-pffects of broadcasting are ohservable everywhere,
+ But the reality of the individual wvote is known to
. those who care to see and understand. Further, if we
aim af unanimity tyranny is sure to follow. Under
JFascism and Bolshevism means are employed to
-:8ecure mass consent and supprass ruthlessly those
who dare to dissent. Dr. Lindsay admits that ‘in &
domocratio government we need compulsion in order
to carry out the purpose of the state.' He also makes
plain that ‘it introduces new dangers against which
precautions have to be taken ; but those precautions
ore all fo ensure that force is the servant and not the
» master of politics.’

While admitting that the purpose of tue
state needs force behind it, we should remember
the extent to which such force is likely to be
‘ueed indiseriminately. To correct the possible mis-
understanding of the place of force, the author re-
minds his readars that ‘demooracy implies faith, but
8 reasoned faith'. That sentiment, nay conviction, if
explored, reveals two distinot elements germane to
the discussion of the subjeot of democracy., When a
nation with a differont oultural backround seeks to
govern another paople the problem bescomes compli-
oated. Again and again in the Indian situation the
best of foreign administrators have manifested ba-
nevolenos without atbempting to gat under the skin
of the nationals of the country. How oan the ‘give
and take of discussijon’ be possible in an atmosphere
of mutual distrust having its roots in racial anti-
pathy and cultural differencas? ‘The real process of
-collective thinking' desoribed by Dr. Lindsay will
bave neither the quality of reality or the continuity
-of process. As for ‘collective thinking,’ we know
from experience that thera ars serious limitations
making the much talked of Round Table Conference
8 vary doubtful method of solving problems which
have their roota desp down in human nature,

Disoussion is good and necessary, But ‘the oon-
sant of the governed,’ as Ganeral Smuts says in his
1acture at Cambridgs ‘is the only seoura and lasting

basis of government and liberty is the conditon of
consent.’,

H. C. BALASUNDARUM,

HQUSING IN AMERICA
HOUSING PROBLEMS IN AMERICA. PRQ.
CEEDINGS OF THE 10TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON HOUSING, PHILADELPHIA, 28TH TO 30TH.
JaN, 1929. ( National Housing Association,
New York ) 1929. 25 cm. 355p. $§ 3.00.

THIS book contains an account of the various technical
papers read before the 10th National Conference on
Housing, held in Phiiadelphia in January 1929,
The subjects chosen are very interssting and cover-—

{a) Housing problems, such as steel frame
houses, the seientific kitchen, home equipped for child-
ron, building and loan associations, slum clearance ;
ete.

{b) Town and City planning, such as Hexa~
gohal planning, the Need of a Master plan,
Replanning great cities, Regional planning ete.
When digcussing the subject of Housing the first
paper deals with mass production and suggests that
by standardising 75% of the essential parts of a
small houss and varying the remaining 257, the
srchitect can have variety combined with cheapness,

In India we have nof reached the stage of mass
production so far.

In the paper onr scientific. kitchen the author
remarks that, instead of trying to educate the house-
wife, we should devote our first efforts to educate the
architect and the builder; for the first essential of
efficient production i nof efficient management but
an efficient physical plant, ‘

In the paper on Homes equipped for childern
the author says the home is the training centre
during the most impressionable years of the child-
ren’s life. A healthy home contributes to cheer-
fulness and to efficient metabolism and: glowing
health.

Government aid in the shape of leans to limited-
dividend Housing companies, say at 57, or & negative
gubsidy in the shape of exemption from taxes-fora
number of years, would greatly assist betber housing
of the middle classes,

The essentials are:—

(1) A low interest rate,

{2) A long period for repayment,

(3) A minimum requirment for oash down,

(4) Safety from exploitation,

In the oase of slum olearance, people's standards
and knowledge of what is insanitary vary greatly.
But when a majority of houses are oversrowded and
in a far advance stage of disrepair the area has to be
improved as & whola. Spaaking in medical terms,
slum is like & civic cancer which must be cut out by
the surgeon’s knife. Before the slums ara cleared
proper arrangements must be made for rehousing
the people. A slum clearance programme involves,
a definite policy, express legal power to proccad, a
speoial “Authority " to do the job, fair basis of com-
pansation, a proper use for the cleared area fitting
with the master plan, and a sharing of the cost that
will not make such schemes prohibitive,

When dealing with Town and City planning
one of the papers lays great emphasis on what is
known as the Hexagonal planning and housing
which provides swifter and ssfer traflic, wider
aoccessibility to house, eto. Another paper deals with
nead of a master plan to gaide city growth Susch
a plan is quite essential for the proper devalopmené
of a town In the paper entitled “Replanning
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great cities” the author states “If city planning can
be called the exercise of foresight, it seems to me
!:ha.!: replanning should be called the exercise of
‘I_-Imd:slght:". The difference between foresight and
hind-sight is the difference between prevention and
cure. High buildings increass traffic and the num-
ber of people to be transporied into that vicinity,
There is also direct relationship between recreation
ft.;é:ilities of a city and the amount of crime in the
city. ’

In conclusion the book shows how thoroughly
the American people deal with problems, affecting
their life, health and prosperity.

“BY ONE INTERESTED.”

SHORT NOTICES. '

THE PANDYAN KINGDOM. By K. A, NiLa-
EANTA SASTRI. ( Luzac, London.) 1929. 22cm.
27p. 6/—

THIS monograph.is certainly one of the best publi-
cations in earlier Indian History in recent years.
It is characterised by the balance, reserve and criti-
cal judgment of a true historian, and one feels hope-
ful about the future of Indian acholarship after go-
ing - through the book, notwithstanding the flooding
of the market with productions of the “patriotic
school” of Indologiste and the popular. craze for
the consumption of ‘ancient glory’ stuff, The
author's treatment of the problem of the Sangam age
is very lucid; and the chapters on social life and
administration of the Pandya Kingdom interesting
and instructive; fuller detials on this subject would
have interested many readers. The critical study of
epigraphic materials for Social History ( including
Economic and Administrative} of different periodsand
regions is, indeed, a task that has as yet been very
meagrely attempted by scholars. The notes and
Index are quite helpful. We wish that the author
will in the near future bring out similiar balanced
and critical monographs on the Chera, Chola and
Coylonese kingdoms ( & fairly good acecount of the
Pallavas having already been published by the
Madras University last year ).
8. C. SARKAR,

e—

PAPER BOATS. By K. 8. VENKATARAMANI
3rd Edn. (The Author, Svetaranya Ashrama,
Madras ) 1930. 19¢m. 101p. Re.1.

MR. VENKATARAMANI has once again set his flimsy

and delicate “paper boats” floating into the milky

way of literature with dream stuff to serve for their
cargo, For all their attraction, his human wares fall
short of humanity and are just glorified mummies as
out of place in the world as ever. Inbermixed in
their mmake-up, there is & sardonic humour which
cuts both ways. The Indian beggar of Mr. Venkata-
ramani's imagination, whether religious or otherwise,
is less loatheome and more idealised. The Pariah

Arunchalam for mll his untouchability which Mr.

Venkataramani places lightly on him, is as happy as

a brahmin, “Saraswati is now a maiden of twelve

tropic summers ... Within, her nature feels the rush

and swell of change—and leaps into tongues of flame
over the ripening features”. It is a matter for regret
that for the smke of shsllow literary effect, Mr,

Venkataramani raises fanciful visions and in this

case endows a child just out of its‘cradle with mature

charms, Her victimisation on the block of early
marriage has for him all the grandeur of an “Idyll",

Mr. Venkataramani will do well to put new life and

the anguish of painful incongruities of Indian exis-

tonce into his artistio pen, The less he glorifies fossils
and fungi, the better for his pictures.
K. VENUGOPAL RAO.

MisceNaneons,

INTERVIEW WITH MAHATMA GANDHL

MR. GEORGE SLOCOMBE, Special Correspondent
of the Daily Herald, London, the official organ of tha
Labour Party, has published the following statement
after two interviews with Mr. Gandhi st the
Yeravda Central Jail on the 15th and the 20th of
May 1930 —

Mr. Gandhi’s message to British Government
and the world is that he is willing to negotiate and
prepared to reduce his eleven points to four, leaving
others for future discussions. He is nearly prepared
to negotiate on a basis of Dominion Status that shall
‘contain the substance of independence.

The following are the four prinecipsl demands
of Mr. Gandhi :

(1) The terms of reference .to the Round Table
Conference shall include the framing of & consfitu-
tion for India giving India the “substance of indepen-
dence,” (2) Satisfaction to be granted to Mr,Gandhi’s
demands for repeal of the Salt Tax, Prohibition of
liquor and a ban on foreign cloth. (3) Amnesty to
prisoners convicted of political offences to coincide
with the end of the civil disobedience campaign. (4)
The remaining seven points raised in Mr. Gandhi's
letter to the Viceroy to be reserved for fuiure dis-
cussion. )

Mr. Slocombe believes that Mr, Gandhi only
needs to be convinced of the sincerity of the  inten-
tions of the British Government to offer his co-opera~
tion. The Indian Government will court disaster if
it persists in its tragic error of regarding Mr. Gandhi
and the Congress as a negligible political force in
India. Many celebrated Indians, including the
Moderates, have confessed to Mr, Slocombe during
the past week that Mr. Gandhi alone possesses the
confidence of the masses, and that the communal diffe-
rences on which Government places 80 much mistaken
emphasis are capable of solution if Government can
roach an agreement with Mr, Gandhi. His co-opera
tion alone can make the Round Table Conference a
reslity and if Government is prepared to make an
honourable peace with Mr. Gandhi, negotiations are
still possible. After his two sittings with Mr. Gandhi,
Mr. Slocombe is convinced that conciliation will be
met with conciliation, and that violence on either
side will never compel the surrender of the other, and:
inealculable disaster may yet be avoided by a frank
recognition that the imprisoned Mahatma incarnates
the very soul of India,

LIBERALS' STATEMENT

THE Council of the National Liberal Federa-
tion of India considers it its duty to place on record
its view of the situation in India as it has developed
during the last 'two months. It deprecates and
deplores that the movement of mass Civil Disobe=
dience should have been started at this juncture and,
while it recognises that the leaders of the movement
have pledged themselves to non-violence it regrets
to note that in fact it has created an atmosphere
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in which the unrully elements of fhe population in
. gome places have taken advantage of the situation
and committed serious acts of violence, The move-
ment has further accentuated the cleavage between
different sections of the community and has evoked
in & marked degree feelings hostile to a friendly se_t-
tlement of the outstanding poliftical issues. All this
had led to strong action on the part of the authorities
in certain places which has further inflamed publio
... fealing,
. The Council has further heard with grave appre-
“bension of the proposal to ask people not to pay
. taxzes as it likely to lead to merious hardships to
" persons concerned and to disorders, without in any
way bringing the country nearer to the attainment
of Dominion Stacus, )

While the Council recognises the deplorable
- offects of civil disobedience, it equally feels it its
duty to point ouf that the response which the eivil
disobedience movement has evoked is mainly due to
economic and political discontent prevailing in the
., oountry due to the present irresponsible system of
> administration,
This Council also considers it necessary to
point out that it the Government's anxiety to msmin-
tain law and order excessive forece appears to have
been used ab certain places resulting in very serious
loss of life or physical injury, that some public men
have been subjeoted to humiliating treatment, and that
. the sentences of imprisonment passed in many in-
. stances have been unduly harsh, severs and unequal,
~ The Council deplores and condemns the outrages
” committee at Sholapur but it is not satisfied that the
;- civil authority had so completely brokenr down there
+ that the situstion could not be handled excepted by
* the introduction of martial law, The Council is of
"< $he opinion that continnd supersession of civil autho-
“rity is not ealculated to ease the situation and it,
s $herefore, urges that mariial law - administration
»should put an end to,

3 The Couneil trusts that there will be a thorough
end independent enquiry into the events which have
happened at Sholapur, Peshawar and other places.

The Council welcomes and strongly supports
@ll measures for stimulating greater production and
use of Swadeshi goods. It cannot. however, support
any retaliatory measures carried into effect by pic-
koting shops. Experience has shown that in spite of
all good intentions, picketing in an atmosphere of
tense excitement, either of liquor shops or cloth

_-.shops bas generally led to regrettable conflicts.

The Council recognises that a cartain section
of the press has recently indulged in inflamatory

. language but feels that, instead of passing a drastic
Ordmancg. Government should have warned the

Press againt such writings as seemed to it to beyond

‘the Ie_g:tlmai:a funotions of the Press, and that if such
warning went unheeded, Government should have

'eﬂ'et_:l:lvely set.in motion the ordinary law of the land
againsg c_:ﬂ'andmg newspapers. In the circumstances,
and having regard to the manner in which the Or-

-dma_noe has_ been worked in certain places and, in
pal:tlsmlar, in view of the use whioh has been made
of it in dealing with matter which was published be-
fore the promulgation of the Ordinance, the Council

. urges that the Ordinance should be recalled

_In the interests of preventing the mischief
which results from ill-founded rumours, the Council
feels that correct news should be supplied without
annecessary delay and it calls attention toand
deprecates the extent to which censorship is being
exercised on the dissemination of correct news and
on private telegrams,

While the Council continues to be of opinjon
that the Round Table plan suggested by His Elajea-

&

ty’'s Government and His Excelléncy the Viceroy
should be adhered to, it feels that in order %o ensure
its success it is not enough to announce the date of
the meeting of the Conference but that Government
should lose no time in publishing the terms.of re-
ference, making it plain.that the object with which
the Conference is being summoned is the establish.
ment of & Dominion Status Constitution, subject %o,
guch necessary safeguards for the period of transi-
tion as may be agreed upon.

To supplement thig policy and in the interests
cof the country as a whole the Council would strongly
urge upon the leaders of the eivil discbedience move-
ment to restore normal conditions by the cessation of
those activities which are a challange to law and
Government. And similarly, it would urge on the
Government that they shall simuiltaneously take
every step to create confidence among the people and
an atmosphere favourable to the success of the Round
Tatle Conference by releasing those persons who are
undergoing imprisonment or internment for political
offences and who were not otherwise found guilty of -
any acts of violencs.

In fartherence of this proposal, the Council
urges the expediency of His Excellency the Viceroy
conferring with the leaders of Indian opinion for the
purpose of removing the present tension and facili-
tating the success of the Round Table Conference.

H. N. KUNZRU'S RESIGNATION.
MHAE following letter of resignation has been sent
by Pandit Hirdaynath Kunzra, M.L.A., to His
Ezxcollency Lord Irwir, Governor-General of
India, Simla —
May it please your Excelliency.
The events of the last few weeks have made me

‘congider carefully my position ss & member of the

Legislative Assembly.

It must be admitted that the situation in the
country is far from being ordinary. Nevertheless I
find myself compelled to differ strongly from the
policy adopted by Government in dealing with it. A
body like the Council of the Western India National
Liberal Association cannot be accused of being
hostile or indifferant to the maintenance of
law and order, but they have thought it their duty to
raise their voice sgainst the methods by which Gov-
ernment have tried to assert their authority. They
have strongly disapproved of the severe sentences
passed on some civil resisters at various places and
urged a searching enquiry by an independent tribu-
nal into allegations of violence by the police. The
conduct of the police in several places, for ins-
tance in Patna and Madras, has roused deep resent-
ment throughout the country. The brutalities of
which the police was guilty at Patna have been
condemned by well-known public men of that city
whodo not belong to the Congress camp, Nearer
home, Muttra, which is & part of my constituency,
recontly witnessed unoffending young boys heing
merocilessly beaten by the police for asking for the
return of their flag which was gnatched away from
them by one of the district officials. Benares, too,
felt the full weight of police high-handedness a few
days ago. -

. The promulgation of the Press Ordiunance 18
anocther official act to which strong exception mus&
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be taken, In wiew of the history of the Press Act
of 1910 it is not too much to say that the Ordinance
which confers wider powers on the executive than
the Press Act which was repealed in 1922 places the
entire press at the mercy of the executive, It has
justifiably excited the gravest apprehensions and I
am unable to reconcile myself to the terms of the
measure or to acguiesce in the policy that underlies
it. During the few days that it has been in operation
it hasg further alienated the public from CGovernment
without making the position of Government in any
way easier.

" Other examples can be given to show how Gov-
ernment are acting in utter disregard of public opin-
ion, but it is unnecessary to multiply instances. The
facts that are mentioned sbove are a sufficient indi-
cation of the attitude of Government. On the other
hand, the Assembly, in the condition to which it has
been reduced, is powerless to resist .encroachments
on popular liberties or to exert strong pressure on
Government. Nationalist opinion can neither assert
nor make its influence felt. Accordingly, I beg to
tender herewith my resignation of the membership of
the Legislative Assembly.

Gorvesyoudence.

ETHICS OF LAW-BREAKING.

To TRE EDITOR, THE SERVANT OF INDIa,

-3ir, Tt spems necegsary to differ from the "politi-
cal philosophy of Dr. Naresh C. Sen-Gupta as pro-
pounded in his article entitled “The Ethics of Law-
Breaking” appearing in your esteemed journal
on the 8th May last. Drawing inspiration from
Green, as he has done, he has gone the length
of asserting that a law which is congidered to
be against the good of society renders the people not
only ethically free to disobey it but imposes on them
s moral obligation fo break ii. Incidentally
Dr. Sen-Gupta almost allowed the contention
that authority can be resisted for promulgat-
ing laws which do not represent the organised
will of the community. Still he maintains that “with
regard to a parficlar law no other consideration
exists except whether the law is a good law or
s bad law,” Surely, Dr. Sen Gupta knows
that, philosophically speaking, people obey the
State by conforming to its laws only because they
realise that by thus obeying, the common good of the
society can be best promoted. A particular law is
obeyad not because it is & good law but because ifs
obedience will bring greater good to the community
than its disobedience. No philosopher will iustify
your breaking & law simply becsuse it is bad, if by
g0 breaking, you bring greater ills to the society ( by
disruption ) than good. That is the test so long laid
down by the philosophers in regard to the limits of
obedience, Judged from that standpoint, if the
breaking of a particular law is not only ethically
justified but is made incumbent on the people s&s
‘their duty when the provisions of the law are consi-
dered o be inimical to the best interests of the so-
ciety, why, it canbe pertinently asked, cannot Dr. Sen-
Gupta find a philosophical justification for those
who are out to paralyse the government, whose very

existence is supposed to be injuriong to the best in-
terests of the community, by discbeying any or ail
of its 1aws—Ilaws which, it can hardly be denied, are
the pillars on which the moddrn States take their
stand? Looked at from this point of view, it is clear
that the difference between the principle underlying
the breaking of any law—good, bad or indifferent—of
an intolerable government and the principle of dis-
obeying a particular law (unpopular and bad) is
that between tweedledum and tweedledee.

= The lurid picture of the future however which,
according to Dr. Sen Gupta, is the logical outcome of
a paralysis of the government when there is no other
authority to take over the administration is unfortu-
nately too true and should serveasa warning to those
who are handling the movemement without
responsibilities in proportion to their exuberances.

Yours ete,
B. P, 8-G.
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