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'i1Vopits .of th' ~\tttk. 
"IITillls. 

WE must protest against the enforcement of 
hartals for two and three day. continuously and 

- that, too, without due notice. The essence of a hartal 
u that it is voluntary, if nct spontaneous. Overcome 
with emotion on hearing some news 0. seeing Bome 
sight that moves them greatly, some people are 
disahled for the time being from carrying on their· 
usual avocationa and they suspend them for a while. 
It is a spontaneous action. ThOBe who are so moved 
bave every right to advise and recommend that others 
not equally affectod to follow their eumple either u 
a mark of respeot for or of protest against an event. 
If the advice is followed, the action is still be 
voluntary, if not spontaneous. It is a vary different 
thing if people are coerced to Buspend their busi· 
nesses. He is a bold man who will claim that the 
noent "successful" hartals were in the main due to 
voluntary action. While it may be granted that the 
buIlt of the people were stirred, perhaps deeply aiirred, 
by tbe news of the arrest of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru or Mahatma Gandhi, for instance, it; did not 
happsn that the intensity of the emotion _ equally 
or .ufficiently strong in a .majority of tham u to 
induce them io ... uspsnd tIo.eir businlS& The economic 

circumAtances of some may not permit them to make 
such sacrifices and the loss of a day's business makes 
serious inroads on their slender purses. They had 
not only to consider their own feelings but their 
responsibilities for their families: women and child
ren, perhaps the aged and the sick. These did not 
understand the significance of the" war "; they knew 
that they were the innocent victims of it. Moreover. 
in very few csees have the hartals been complete; 
the" black-legs" made hay and that creates bitter. 
ness in the minds of those who, to avoid unple ..... 
santnes, but unwillingly nonetheless, suhmitted to 
the hartal. Some of the latter did business by the back· 
door. The consumers of goods have been put to a 
lot of unnecessary and certainly, not self-imposed, 
annoyance and trouble. 

If hartals are meant to indicate public feeling. 
they are a failure on account of the coereion and 
pressure imported into it. They have succeeded only 
in inflicting losses on our own unoffending traders, 
inconveniences on our. consumers, and creating bitter 
ness among our own people.. We are not opposed to. 
self_erifice: we welcome all manifestations of it. 
But we must deprecate inflicting sacrifices on others. .. • 
Pres. "IITillls. 

WHILE we are strongly opposed to the promulg ..... 
tion of the Press Ordinance, we are unable to share 
the view that se a mark of proteet newspapers should 
cesee publication till the Ordinance should be with
drawn. We are unable to see what good purpose it 
serves. If it is merely intended to mark protest, it is 
anyday far better done by keeping up a continuous 
proteet in the columns of the press. Closing down 
of papers is not 1 ikely to put greater pressure on the 
Government and expedite the withdrawal' of the 
hated Ordinance. Nobody will be more pleaeed. 
we fancy, than the Government if all the nationa
list papers close down voluntarily and save them the 
unpleseant duty of demanding security from som .. 
of them. The thirst of tbe people for news baa beeome 
unquenchable, and if they cannot get nationalist 
paperB,theywill be driven to the Anglo-Indian and the 
"loyalist" papers and thsse will cordially welcome 
the diversion of custom. The closing down of the 
nationalist press will seriously disorganise the print
ing presses, the news services and the other auxi
liary services, and for no purpose. Weare opposed 
to the policy of inflicting hardship and ineonv&
niences on our own people when the real object is to 
impress the IUltagonist' and that can be done better 
in other .ays. We would like the fight for the free
dom of the PNSS kept up through the press as well se 
by other means. We would fight for the freedom of 
the press to the last ditch and decline to obliga the 
Government and anticipate their desire to gag the 
preu. 

• • .. 
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The Madras Cooperative Conference. 
THE Madras Cooperators mUBt be congratulated 

on the sucoessful session of the eighteenth Provinoial 
Conferenoe held in the oapital of the provinoe a few 
days ago. In opening the Conferenoe Mr. V. Ramdas 
Pantul u expressed gratification at the establishment 
of a Central Land Mortgage Bank and appealed to 
oooperators to put forth their best endeavour to 
develop primary land mortag~ ban Its now existing 
and to plant new ones. Replymg to oarping oritioism 
of unsympathetic observers Mr. Pantulu said that 
cooper .. tion oould not work wonders unaided by 
other national activities, owing to the oomplexity of 
the probl~m of the prosperity of the people. Prof. V. 
G. Kale m his presidential address reviewed the 
whole field of oooperative effort, putting his finger 
on the weak spots in the organization and suggesting 
adequate remedies. He deprecated State interference 
~nd co~~ol as incompatible with genuine coopera
tIve SPJrlt ; what the State should do is to give finan 
cia1 II:Bsistanoe. Refening to the great evil of 
accu milated arrears he warned against long-term 
loans on an extensive scale since the bulk of the 
finance of primary societies is meant to' be shor~ 
term. Prof. Kale drew attention to the failure of the 
guaranteeing unions as a link between tbe central 
bank and societies and he emphasized the importance 
of instituting proper relationships between oentraI 
banks, unions and primary societies. He advised 
the central cooperative banks to extend their business 
through branches which will be in a better position 
to watch the working of societies financed by them 
~!Branch banking" he said "enables banks to establish 
touoh with actual and prospective cuetomers and to 
-open new avenues of business." This advioe was 
badly needed in view of the apathy of the central 
banks in the matter. He also advised the extension 
'Of the functions of cooperat.ive organization so as to 
render assistance to the agriculturist in sale and 
purchase operations by organizing sale societies 
with godowns of their own. With regard to land 
mortagage banks he insisted on the need of care
fully working out a scheme for ascertaining title 
of land and making a proper valuation to guard 
against failure; he further emphasized the importance 
of the question of the possible overlapping of the 
finanoial operations of the oentral banks and the 
land mortgage baw in the matter of raising funds. 
The duty of cooperative org",nizations is, according to 
him, to bring together the unlimited demand for the 
finance of agriculture and the potential c;opital in a 
province and he pleaded for a-large number of self
less workers who will bke upon themselves the 
duty of spreading the gospel of coopratilln through 
the nooks and corners of the provinoe and of watch
ing over the working of these organizations. 

• • • 
The Mill Industry In the Bombay Presidency. 

.THE Report of the third enquiry into the wages 
and hours of work in the ootton mill industry in the 
Bombay Presidenoy has just been published and is a 
very illuminating document. The first thing to note 
is the wide variation in the systems adopted for' oal
culating wages. A oertain rate is adopted as the 
basic rate, to whioh is added the dearness allowanoe. 
Except in Sholapur, the time-rate basis was pre
~ominant. The maximum hours of work wera 10 for 
adults and 5 for ohildren; one hour's interval for 
meals is a normal feature in all the mills .. The per
centage of absentees was greatest in Sholapur and 
least in Ahmedabad, Bombay standing midway. The 
Meneral averages for dailY earnings were in Bombay 
Rs. 1-8-0 for men, and nearly Rs. o-U-o for 
women, while inSholapur they:Were Re.1+6formen 
and nearly Re. 0-7-0 for women. It will be Been 

• 
thatthis constitutes one ofthehandioaps of Bombay it 
oompeti.ng with up-country mills. The predominanl 
system 10 ~ombay and Ahmedadad is the two-lOOJll 
system while Sholapur showed only 66 p. c. two-loom 
weavers, the rest 3' per cent being one-loom weavers 
The aVef'!'ge monthly earninge of two-loo~ 
weavers 10 Bombay were Rs. '7-6-0 while 
Ahmedabad earnings for the same olass were higher 
by nearly Rs. 2 and the earnings of SholapUJ 
weavers. ,,!,ere l?wer by nearly Rs. 11. A 
large majorIty of wmders were paid at piece-rates and 
their average daily earnings in Bombay were 
Re. 0-:11-9. In Bombay ~he point of great
est d~nslty for all male operatIves was in the group 
earDlng Rs. 2' to 26; the same point in the case of 
women lies in the group earning Rs. 18 to 20 and 
only 2.5 per cent earned ovar Rs. 30 per month. In 
Sholapur the point of greatest density for males was 
in the group earning Rs. 18 to 20 and the same point 
for women lay in the group earning Rs. 10 to 12. In 
Bombay a bonus was generally given only to workers 
01\ time-rates and the system excluded all the 
weavers while in Ahmedabad all the weaver. 
were granted a bonus and both time-rate workers 
and piece-rate workers were included in bonus 
schemes. The whole.. :affair however is enatic 
and there is no uniformity in the system of giving 
bonuses and the method of their calculation' we 
thi~ such'!' confusion ought to be prevented by l~gis
latl,!n. , It IS clear ,from the Report that the major 
port:lOn ?f ~he worker~ hardly get~ a living age and 
until thIS 18 accomplIShed there IS small possibility 
of a permanent industrial peace. 

.. if • 
Friends of the Native. 

THE recent debate in the Kenya Legislative 
Council over the Native Land Trust Bill should 
serve to remove the doubts, if he still has any 
of Lord Passfield as to who are the friends of th~ 
Natives of Kenya. With more chagrin than regard 
for constitutional propriety. the elected European 
members bitterly resented the interference of the 
Hilton Young Commission with the orginal bill and 
the consequent "mutilation" thereof. The Hilton 
Young Commission had exposed the danger of the Bill 
to native interests, and the present Labour Secre
tary of State fOllnd it necessary to introduce amend
mente to secure native rights, and the European elec
ted members made a deadset against them. In oppos
ing one of these provisions, Mr. E. M. V. Kenealy 
went the length of protesting "on behalf of the native 
tribes of the oountry'" Nct only did these European 
members oppose native interests but presumed to do 
so in the name and on behalf of the natives them~ 
selves I The Bill was finally passed with the help of 
the Government officials, Canon Leas:ey and· Mr. 
H. Malik. Considering that the Government had 
g,iven their blessing to the orginal Bill, it is Iln
lIkely that they have changed their mind on the 
subjeot in supporting the present measure and it iF. 
very likely tbat they reluctantly bowed down to 
the will of the Seoretary of State. The only members 
who by their free vote supported the Bill were 
Canon Leakey and Mr. Malik:, the formera amission
ary speoiallY nominated to represent native interests 
and the latter an Indian. It must be clear 
beyond doubt now as to who are the friends of the 
natives and who are the reverse. If there were more 
Indian members, we are certain they would 
have all rushed to the defenoe of the native. The 
debate also shows how inadvisable and dangerous it 
is to inorease the influence of the European members 
in the administration. 

II II • 
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~di.dts. 

THE ARREST. 
It is one of the privilege. of my life 1ihat llmow Mr. 

Gandbi intimately, and loan tell you that. purer, a Dobler, a 
br.V'er a.ad more ezalted spirit has never moved on ihis earth. 
Mr. Gandbi il ODe of those mati, who. living all. austerely 
Ilmpl. life 'hemo.lve. and devoled '0 all lb. high •• t pring;
pies of Jove to tbeir felloW' beiDgi and to truth and 
jultlae. touch tbe eyes of tbeir weaker brethren as with 
magia and give them a new vision. Be is a man who may 
be "e1) described a. 8 man among meD, • bero among herols, 
a patriot among patriots. and we may well .ay that in him 
bdian humanity at the pre.ent lime baa really reaabed its 
hlgb water·mark.-G. LGOI[HALlI. 

OF all the reluctant acts tilat Lord Irwin allowed 
himself to countenance and sanction. the most 
reluctant Is undoubtedly the arrest of Mahatma 

Gandhi. Nothing has stirred the people of India 
more deeply and profoundly as the inoarceration 
of him, whom millions, have learnt almost to 
worship. Both his political friends and foes received 
the ne>'Vs in hushed silence and grave uneasiness. 
He is the greatest asset the Government had in 
keeping people away from violence, and it was hoped 
that the GoverllHlent would oontinue in their policy 
of not arresting him and that they would oounteraot 
his law-breaking movement by diverting publio 
attention to courees whioh promised better results. 
They ohose differently, For some days we have had 
a succ88sion of extra-ordinary acts on the part of 
the Government, superoeding the normal course of 
things. The Bengal Ordinance, the Press Ordinanoe, 
and the Lahore Conspiracy Ordinance all followed 
each other in quick sucoession. Publio meetings 
have been prohibited, even, the one convened by 
the Advocates' Assooiation of Madras_nd Sir C. P. 
Ramaswami Iyer, ex-Law member of the Govern
ment of Madras among 'the oonveners-to pass a 
resolution of oondolenoe on the untimely death of an 
Advocate of Madrai,-who received a gunshot wound 
during the reoent polioe firing in Madras. Bitter 
complaints of Police excesses are coming from all 
quarters and are attested to by individuals and orga
niNations of the highest standing, probity and respon
sibility. Censorship of news has been resorted to. 
And now the Mahatma has been arrested under a 
century-old law, Regulation XXV of 1827, and 
detained without trial. If all these do not amount 
to martial law, they are at any rats a serious 
infringment of the ordinary law of the land. 

We are nct sanguine that the incarceration of the 
Mahatma will solve the situation. Now that most 
of the leaders and the leader of the leaders have been 
put out of action, it is possible that oivil disobedience 
may degenerate into isolated aota of violence,_ome 
regrettable inoidents have already ocoured-or it may 
even die of inanition. But that will not remove the 
discontent, which grows more sullen because of the 
defeat and tbe humiliation. The cult of non-violenoe 
will be discredited and the violent revolutionaries 
will gain strength_ Constitutional agitation, whioh 

is already under a heavy handicap, will be further 
disoredited. 

It is necessary for the Government to bring home 
to the people that in oombating Mr. Gand/li's oam. 
paign, they were resisting only the law-breaking 
part of it and not attempting to strangle the desire 
of the people for l>0litioal emancipation. Now that 
the Government have vindioated their prestige, let 
them hasten with the balm to stau nch the wound 
and extend the hand of oonciliation. It were cruel 
and unholy to drive India to humilitation and 
despair. 

We hope that in view of the seriousness of the 
situation-as witness their own resortto repressive 
ordinances-the Government will not wait for the 
publioation of the Simon Report to make a fresh 
announcement of policy. Sincd the Simon Commis
sion left India as many years were oovered in as 
many monthe that have passed and the ,Simon 
Report is bound to be unrelated to the present 
oiroumstanoes and needs. It is futile to wait for that 
report to go ahead. We would suggest to the Govern
ment that they should make the demand of the Liberal 
Federation as the basis of their policy: nothing less
than that will satisfy the people. And those who
were responsible for that .demand are no unfriends of 
the British Government, are men of great experience, 
and knowledge, men who have in the past shared the 
responsibilities of the Government in the country. 
Their considered advice should not be brushed aside. 
And we are oonfident that if the Liberals' demand is 
accepted, even the Mahatma may be persuaded to
give it his blessing, .. war" will be ended, pe~ce 
restored, and confidence created. 

INDORE. 

TOMORROW the minority administration in 
Indore;will come to an end and His Highness 
the Maharaja Yeswant R80 Holm will be 

installed on the anoient gadi of Indore and invested 
with full ruling powers. 

It is useful to reoall the policy for minority 
administration which that distinguished statesman 
and Governor General, Lord Northbrooke, oom
mended to Sir Riohard Mead, the political officer 
in Baroda, after the deposition of Yalher Rao. "One 
of the first matters," he wrote, "which will have to
be dealt with is the education of the prince: the 
second thing will be to establish the popularity of 
the new government and to show that we:are oaring 
for the real interests of the people. Some unpopu_ 
larity must neoessarily follow from the sweeping 
out of the old, ounupted and debauched hangers-on 
of the late regime." As regards the education of the 
Prince, he has had it in Oxford: he has breathed the 
free and exhilarating atmosphere of England and of 
modernity. It would have been of great benefit t<> 
him and the State if his eduoation had been rounded 
olf by assooiation with a progressive and enlightened 
administration, such as obtaill8, for instance. in 
MysOl8, 'even as the Travanoore Prince is being 
trained there. What the Prince lackS in personal 
experience of administration he can make up by 
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seleoting for his officials and advisers men of out
standing ability and experience, whose integrity, 
motiv89 and antecedents are above suspicion. 

The task of the young Prince is exceptionally 
difficult. It is unnecessary to recall the unpleasant 
oiroumstances whioh ocoured in the recent past and 
which culminated in the abdication of the ex-Ruler 
of Indore. It is an appalling legaoy to live down. 
The Government of India, responsible for the mino
rity administration, have not, we regret, made things 
easier' for the young Prince. The Government of 
Lord Reading did not follow the policy laid down by 
Lord Northbrooke and did not make a clean sweep 
of the hangers-on of the old regime. There ought to 
have been a change in the personnel of the Residency 
and a fresh mind ought to have been brought to bear 
cn the situation. Whether he was unaware of the 
vagaries of the ex-Ruler or having known them, 
failed to take timely steps to cheek them, he has pro
ved himself incompeten~ and unworthy of the trust 
that was reposed in him. . 

Furthermore, a clean sweep should have been 
made of all those high officials, who directly or indi
rectly, profitted by the past regime. We make no 
apology for quoting what we observed on the 6th May . 
1926 in this connection :-

"We have nothing to say personally against 
the oapacity or integrity of any of the members 
of the Council, but our point is, first, that fresh 
minds should have been applied to the admini
stration, unburdened with any responsibility, 
direct or indirect, for acts of the former regime; 
and secondly, the aocepts.nce of the ex-Maharaja's 
presents should have been regarded as a positive 
disqualification for membership of the Council. 
Indeed, it is a question whether these presents 
made after Sir Tukoji Rao was asked to go 
before a Commission for inquiry can be held 
valid until they are subjected to a searching eXA
mination," 

We still hold that it,is right thing to do. 
Credit has been claimed for the minority 

administration for the saving of forty lakhs of 
rupees. But the real question is whether there 
has been wastefulness and extravagance. Even 
more testing is the question whether more money was 
sorewed out of the people than was necessary for the 
effioient and economic running of the administration, 
whether Indore was being run as a State or as an 
estate. It is necessary to eDmine whether the new 
settlements of 1927 aQ,d 1929, whioh imposed addi
tional burdens on the agrioultural olasses. were needed 
for the administration of the State, and if a proper 
share of the revenue filters down to the .people in the 
form of moral and m3terial benefits. The ciroum
stances which led to the superoession of the Indore 
M unicipslity, which enjoyed full powers five years 
ago and whioh is now under departmental control 
and the pitohforking of a mere clerk into the position 
of a high offioial of the munioipality 'need looling 
into. A searohing enquiry into the affairs of the 
State Mill, how it came into the hands of the ptesent 
m!\n~ger.; •. whether the terms of thecontraot were 

striotly enforced, and if there has been a breach of 
contraot, if legal steps were taken to enforce it, and 
whether the modifioations, if any. of the terms of the 
contract were justified and in publio interest_n 
enquiry of the kind is none too superfluous, nor simi
lar enquiries into the lease of the Electrio Power 
House and the monies spent on propaganda. 

It is superfluous to enter into a detailed criticism 
of the minority administration. It is suffioient to say 
that it has failed to win for itself the confidenoe of 
the people of Indore. Between the regimes of the 
ex-Maharaja and the minority administration under 
the supervision of the Paramount Power, the young 
Maharaja inherits an unhappy legaoy and has a 
herculean task in rescuing Indore from it and in 
building up a wholesome reputation for the State. 
It is a task in which the Maharaja may well seek: 
the aid and advice of his people, a task which he 
may well share with them. We oommend to the 
young Maharaja the desirability, nay, the vital 
necessity, of creating a representative assembly 
immediately in the State. It is superfluous to enlarge 
upon the advantages of such a boqy to one who has 
come into living touch with the free institutions of 
England. The examples of Mysore and Travanoore, 
for instance, among Indian States, may well be 
followed by Indore. AP3rt from administrative 
efficiency and upright justice, the further considera
tion of the new impuse that animates the subjects of 
the Indian States, their legitimate desire to be asso
ciated in the conduct of the government, to be 
allowed to share the reponsibilities of the Ruler, may 
not be lost sight of. Indore cannot escape the ra
pereussions of the happenings in British India, and 
he is a wise' ruler who anticipates the legitimate 
wishes of his people. We hope and trust that the new 
Ruler of Indore will in a short time retrieve tbe lost 
reputation of Indore and set an example to other 

. States in the matter of constitutional progress. 
efficiency of administration and the contentment of 
the people. 

THE ETHICS OF LA.w--BREAKING. 
I. 

CIVIL Disobedienoe undoubtedly holds the ground 
in Indian politios at the present moment. It 
has been inaugurated with great eclat all over 

India and with the sort of tempestuous enthusiasm 
and the breathless succession ofiexcitements which are 
always associated with movements inaugurated by 
Mahatma Gandhi. It is possible, however, that there 
may be some who, in the midst of all the storm and 
strsse of the times, with intense pOpular excitement 
on the one side, and a needlessly Blarming and 
repressive policy of the Governmenb in dealing with 
it on the other, may still have. time to eDmine the 
question with referenoe to first prinoiples. I shall. 
therefore, make an attempt to examine the ethios 
of the policy of a campaign of law-bres.king, non
violent or otherwise. 

Laws are, in the last resort, rules promUlgs.ted 
and enforced by the org~nised authority of so
ciety for the promotion of the good of society ~ a 
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whole. Obedience to law is therefore an ethioal 
duty of a oitizen, because in so f81" as law fulfils 
its purpose, it serves his own good. But this 
presupposes that the law in qusstion is 
a rule which promotes the good of society 
and that it is promulgated and enforced by a body 
which really repreEents the organised authority of 
'he State. When these two elements are wanting, 
the duty of obedience to law ceases to be binding. 
When a law is passed which I feel to be against 
the good of society, I am not only ethically free 
to disobey it, but I am morally bound to disobey 
and take the consequences. So too when the alltho
tity which imposes and enforces the law does not 
repre.ent the organised will of the community it 
may in some circumstances be obligatory to resist 
the authority. 

With regard to a parlicuJar law no other COlU!i
deration exists except whether the law is a good law 
or a bad law. If it is 110 bad law, the right to disobey 
it and organise disobedience to it with a view to 
making the law ineffective or securing its rescission 
is perfectly justified, provided, of course, that such 
action does not lead to greater evils. Thus if it is 

. clear that the salt law is an evil law the citizens will 
be perfectly justified in organising violation of it 
so as to make it ineffective or to secure its reversal. 

, The question of action directed towards the sub
version of the authority imposing the law, whether 
by making the authority ineffective or by violent 
action against it, is more complicated. Every State 
represents, in a more or less imperfect manner, the 
organised will of the people for the promotion of 
common good. Ethically, the State ought to be so 
organised that it may reflect the organised sense of 
lood of the entire people. No State perfeotly 
achieves that end, but some do so better than 
others. But no matter how ill-adapted the State 
organisation is for the purpose of reflecting the 
national sense of good, every decent State performs 
and hBS to .perform certain essential functions upon 
which depends the functioning of the life of society. 
Thus. for instance, while tbe State in India does not 
at all refleot the common sense of good of the people, 
It nevertheless functions lor the purpose of main
taining peace and security, enabling oommunic .... 
tions to be maintained, providing faoilities for the 
exchallge of commodities essential for organised lile, 
providing certain faoilities for eduoation, sanitation, 
medical aid, etc. These functions of Government are 
some of the fundamental necessities for the life of 
sooiety BS we can easily find out if 11'& imagine 

. these faoilities to be non_istent. That would 
m .... n that every man would have to make his 
own arrangements for defendinit his person and 
property-in itself a preoocupation which would 
considerably restrict his oapBOity· for funotioning 
generally. It would make trade and commerce dim
(lult and extremely restricted, if not impoSllible. It 
would make everybody responsible for the protection 

. and well being of himself and his family without 
relying upon the vast volume of service given by the . 
eommunity for tbot purpose. EWIT stable. gG."II8ftI-

ment, however ill-constituted, thus performs a 181"ge 
volume of work for the benefit of every individual 
in the community and by 80 doing enables him· to 
enjoy a 181"ge measure of freedom and opportunity 
for self-expansion which must be denied to him if the 
State or other form of organised society did not exist. 
To p81"alyse the State by a universal or widespread 
disobedience of law8 is, therefore, a very differsnt 
proposition from disobeying a partioul81" law. In 
the latter CBSe you only make a bad law ineffective 
and foroe a repeal of that law. In the former oasa 
you undermine the whole structure of society and 
break it into atoms. 

n is feared that this distinction is not borna 
in mind by those who seek to support the pre
sent salt campaign by argument bBSed on the inequity 
of the salt law. I do not propose to disouss here the 
question of merits of the salt law. It hBS its good 
points BS well as bad ones, and a disoussion of its 
merits would involve a nice balanoing of the evil of 
the present salt law against its good. I shall assume 
with the salt satyagrahiS that it is all evil. If that 
is so, a campaign for the repsal of the law or fol' 
making it ineffeotual would be perfectly justified. 
But that is not the present oampaign. Suppose th .. 
Government repeals the salt law and makes up tll .. 
deficit in revenue by other taxation which is unex
ceptionable, that would !lot satisfy the MahatlUa 
or stop the campaign. It would only be a question 
of finding another law whicb could be effectively 
broken on a large scale. The prinoiple is that law 
should be broken, not because it is a bad law but it is 
law imposed by a bad government. It is but a mattel' 
of polioy to begin with an unpopul81" law. From this 
point of view it would be just as well to break any 
other law-good, bad or indifferent, so long as a 
large body of men could be found to break it. 

That is a principle whioh is very different from 
disobeying a particular law. It maybe noted that the 
Mahatmaji hBS not laid down any limitation on the pro
gramme of breaking law8 bBSed on the moral, political 
or eoonomic character of laws. .And,logioally, from 
the prinoiples laid down by him, it would be just as 
justifiable to disobey the law against theft or rape as 
the law against the manufacture of salt. Alrsady 
the Mahatma himself has sidled off from salt manu
facture to theft or robbery of salt. Why not sImi
larly organise attacks on the publio treasuries and 
the Imperial Bank for robbing public lunds? From 
manufacturing oontraband salt it; is but one stel) 
to make contraband liquor. And then,. why not 
break the marriage law8 and the seotion of the Penal 
Code penaiising. violations of sex laws? Nothing 
has been said by the Mahatma in laying down his 
doctrines which would withhold justification from 
these extsnsions of his doctrines by drink enthusiasts 
and sex-perverts or sex-reformers. 

No doubt, the Mahatma does not oontempiats 
that these lines would be chosen. And if one can bot 

. Bure that no action would be taken by the people 
anywhere except such.as is sanationed in the first in
stance by the Mahatma, one may sa:!, that such -
tamdona. . nf the . doctrine of olYii disobedienoe 
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will not be undertakelL But what gllarantee is there 
that lawlessness will be controlled throughout by 
the Mahatma? If the Mahatma succeeds in his 
campaign, it will mean that Government authority 
will be paralysed or, at any rate, seriously 
embarrassed. In fact, that is the objective of the 
whole campaigIL If authority is thus paralysed, 
and no other authority is constitllted, which can 
effectively perform the essential social services 
which make civilised existence possible, there 
would be others who would take a tllrn at 
breaking tbe law on their own, irrespective of the 
Mahatma's programme and for purposes which may 
not be even remotely connected with the attainment 
of independence. Already there are signs that 
other people are itching for work of that sort. 
The Chittagong incident is a case in point. But 
while it is just possible that the Chittagong peo· 
pIe are men who have their own programme for in
dependence and thst they worked in its aid, they 
will hearten others who would break the law for 
other purposes. If police authority is completely 
paralysed by honest ~aw-brenk:ers it would give to 
dishonest 'law-breakers :the time of their life and 
theft, roberry, arson, kidnapping, abduction and rape 
will each find its votaries, and if railways and tele
graph and tbe postal system are paralysed, as they 
well might be, little protection can be expected 
against such outrages. 

No doubt it is a lurid picture and one that is 
not likely to be realised. Bllt it is only by working 
out these logical consequences that the merits of 
tbese programmes can be judged. At the back of 
Lis mind no advocate of civil disobedience desires 
this state of things to come into being, nor thinks it 
possible that .the oampaign 'should be so successful 
as all this. Everybody thinks that before they go a 
short way relief will come before the resulting 
anarchy has come into being. Let us hope it will. 
But it is just possible it may not. Forces of disrup. 
tion, once let loose, are not easy to control and the 
history of revolutions,. successful or otherwise, shows 
that those who thought they were Rowing the wind 
found themselves swept by a whirlwind when it 
came to reaping. 

NARESH C. SEN-GUPTA. 

THE PROBLEM OF MINORITIES. 
IV. 

THE fourth section of Mr. Paul's valuable memo
randum deals with religious neutrality, and he 
lays down some very excellent and wholesome 

principles. Matters strictly religious should be left 
to private initiative, while the State should support 
the cultural aspirations of the communities. But 
nothing shollid be encouraged that militates against 
n!\tional solidarity: on the other hand, everything 
IIhould be done to promote it. 

But here again he will come up against some 
·Muslim~. Dr. Shafaat Abmad Khan demands, for in-
1ltance, that adequate provision should be made for the 
religious instruction of Muslims "in public primary 
'IIcho()ls." "The· es'ablishment of separate denomina 

• 
tional primary schools," he agrees, "is impracticable' 
and uneconomical", and he urges that "the needs of 
Indian Muslims would be met if provision is made 
for an adequate numer of Muslim teachers in all 
primary schools and for religious instruction the_ 
in." Dr. Ahmed and his fellow members of the U. P. 
Legislative Council felt 80 keenly on the Bubject 
that when it was turned down, they walked out of 
the Council Chamber in protest I 

Dr. Khan also insists on Urdu being the 
medium of instrllction in public schools for Muslims. 
He does not agree that a certain minimum number 
of Urdu-speuing children should be forthcoming 
before Urdu is made the medium in any particular 
school. Recently it was even suggested that the 
Moplahs of Malabar should be taught Urdu I The 
Moplahs speak Malayalam as their mother-tongue, 
and never missed Urdu which is a foreign language to 
them. And yet it was proposed that the State should 
provide them with U rdll teaching. 

The Pan-Islamic tendencies of Indian Muslims 
are well-known. It is not a kind of humanitarian 
internationalism 'but something aggressively 
Islamic. 

v. 
It has been pointed out that the problem ot 

minorities in India, and particularly the claims of the 
Muslims, are somewhat different from the problems 
that the League of Nations was called upon to tackle 
in Europe and that the solutions adopted by the League 
do not seem to fit in well in India, granting that the 
Laague's solutions have been successful in practice. 
Either India should devise other solutions or her 
minorities should· be prepared to come into line 
with the minorities in Europe and seek no more and 
no less than what the Leagtre has guaranteed to 
them. There is much to· be said for the latter 
alternative. The wisdom of the world is behind 
the League guarantees; and if they are good 
enough to reconcile peoples who but the other day 
were at war, there is no reason why they 
should not be con.~idered adequate and s",tisfactory 
for the needs of the minorities in India, who, not
withstanding all the political turmoil and squabbles, 
have lived, the great bulk of them, in peace and 
amity. 

Mr. Paul will be rendering ·110 great service to 
India if Ie will persuade the newly organised Mino
rities Conference to take up this line and get the 
Musli~s also to toe the line. 

BHIBHMA. 

( Ooncluded ) 

THE PALESTINE MANDATE. 

THE Commission whick investigated into the 
causes of the Palestine disturb",nces of last 

autumn has obviously found it impossible to adhere 
to its terms of reference. Its report is an urgent 

.remind91 for a definite interpretation of the ma~ning-
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.()( the Mandate and a steadfast and determined ad-, over, the tremendous political pressure the Jews ali 
ministrative pursuit of this policy. It has been over the world, and speoially in the United Stat8lrof 
Illamed in some quarters for exceeding the America, can bring to bear in the matter is such that 
limits of its task, but the oauses of the disturbanoe, no Government can be expected to do any such thing. 
8S has been amply made olear, are so far-reaching The Labour Party has never possessed much affection 
that this could not be helped. for Palestine, and it is conceivable that in the oir-. 

. In a letter to the Times reoently, Lord Winterton oumstl'nces of to-day a great many people in the 
.. compared the present situation between Arabs and other two Parties would gladly lend their weight to a 
.Jews in Palestine to the Hindu-Muslim situation in policy of terminating the British oonnection with 
India. The analogy would seem to be correct al- Palestine. But the Balfour Declaration and the 

· though the wisdom of his oonolusion is as question- Mandate are historic events for the British no less 
able in the one case as in the other. The animosity than for the Arabs. 
'is largely the .. suIt of politioal causes and not due The Declaration cannot be reversed, and at het 

· to any fundamental irreooncilable raoial or reli- same time the administration of the country must be 
gious antagonism. As a matter of faot the Jew is carried on. The Report suggests some lines of aotion. 
not so much disliked by the Arab even to-day in The Commissioners call for a definite declaration of 
Palestine as he is in almost every part of Europe. the meaning of the mandate from the Mandatory 

· The immigrant Jews, compared to the bulk of the Power. Such a statement is neoessitated by the 
.Arab community, are highly modernized, and are, olaim to which I have already alluded, the belief 
moreover, possessed by a Messianio zeal for reform among some, at any rate, of the Zionists that the 
'which, by its nature, is only too likely to be a righte of non-Jews are seoon..dary, and virtually pri- ' 
·oonstant source of provocation to Arabs. The viJeges, in the Jewish National Home. 
Zionists have a very influential organization behind The panio among the Arabs-the unmistskable 
them, ab~ndant money, first-rate leadership, and cause of the disturbances_bout the lack of definite 
they employ radical methods' in a spirit character- safeguards regarding land policy and immigration 
istio of the community. They have undoubtedly questions,towhioh the Commissioners make speoial reo 
-done remarkable work and brought into the oountry ference, is directly due to this and such other claims. 
an amount of capital that should never have been The Arabs are afraid of being reduoed to a mere pro
there but for them. Their agricultural settlements letariat as a result of Zionist development and they 
and colonies are not perhaps eoonomic, but thry are also fear that the time may come when they ,will be 
models of suob. enterprise. It cannot be said with . outnumbered by immigrants in their own oountry, an.! 
any degree of truth that the benefits derived from the agrioultural resources of the land may prove in
these aotivities are oonfined to the .Jews, for primarily sufficient for the population. On both these soores 
these settlements are civilising .agencies. I have they must be afforded reasonable satisfaotion .if ad
come across in these colonies individuals of whose ministration is to be rendered possible at all. 
large-minded liberalism and high degree of culture . The institution 'of self-government is another 
there oannot be a shadow of doubt. much-needed reform in Palestine. Surrounded on 

But, unfortun .. tely, as it only too frequently all sides by- communities oapable of,:national self
happens, isolated individuals, however numerous, do expression in various ways, the Palestine Arabs are 
'not furnish a clue to the politic"l situation in acutely aware of their position andresent it. If they 
-tbis ca.e. Even when liberal allowanoe is made remain long dissatisfied, they may make oommOR 
for the benefits aocruing to Palestine from the C!Luse with their kinsmen in neighbouring oOllntries 
Zionist Movement, what is little less than the and become even a greater menaoe. to the Jewish 
politioal submergence of nearly three quarters of the minority. But this aspect of the problem is by no 
'population of the oountry oannot be oountenanced, means an easy one. There is at present something 
at any rate in our times. And thst is what the like a race between the two communities for maio
more ardent Zionists demand. They ask, for all rity. The Jews wish to put off self-government un-
4>raotioal purposes, that the Arabs should be treated til they are more numerous and more sure of them
·as a speoially privileged minority although they selves, and the Arabs wish to expedite the establish 
-ilutnumber the Jews more than thrioe over. It is a ment of a oonstitution, desirous of oonsolidatingtheir 
preposterous olaim to want Palestine to be handed favourable position. 
over to Jewish rule on the ground of what has been The problem of altering the diversified oommu
c"lled the historioal conneotion. Considering that nal structure of countries such as Palestine to suit the 
the Arabs have been there as long lIS the Jews requirements of the modern State is certainly not easy. 
have been in the oountry, it oan more appropriately Nobody can pretend to have yet been able to find a 
be described as a legendary oonneotion. solution for it. One had hoped that the mandates 

On the other hand, the Ar"b insist!Lnoel on a for- system would work better than the Colonial system 
m:;l as well as substantial repudiation of the Balfour for it possessed over the latter at least the advantage 
Daolaration is also asking for the mOJn. That IDe. of being, or wanting to be, eoonomically disinterested.. 
",\tu-ation marks an historio event, even if it is in the But the diffioulties in Palestine and Samoa would 
irngio sense that that term sometimes assumes. It is seem to show that the organization of a oommunity 
alait accompli, part of the. Peaoe Settlement. There is not a matter of ordor alone. Order must be 
~!\I\ be no gotng baok upon it in the manner in whioh oombined with lib,rty, and to stand the test of time, 
:the Arabs naively want ih,.t It should be done.:More- one as well as the other must be the produot of hia. 

/ 
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wry. History, in essence, is the force of oontinuity 
and cannot be manufactured. But a certain degree 
of continuity oan be seoured in a world in which 
lai88ez-faire hos become impossible by an adequate 
civil ~ervice. In this instance adequacy is net made 
up of ~fficiency ~ alolle. Much turns on the spirit 
actuating tbe work of the officials. 

The Mandates Commission of the League of 
Nations must scon conc~rn itself with this Report, 
and it will be interesting to see what action they 
will take. One would imagine that the time had 
come for the League to take a more direct part in tha 
administration of the Mandated territories. That 
need not be necessarily on the Saar model. For 
political as well as administrative diffioulties such a 
step may prove impossible. But even while these 
territories remain subject to the sovereignty of the 
Mandatory Power, part at least of their evil services 
may consist of League officials. The system may 
prove doubly beneficial: it will be as additional 
guarantee of t~e impartiality and disinterestedness 
of the adm~nistr8tion and the League officials will 
thus have an opportunity of coming into touch with 
tpe realities of the situations with which they have 
to deal. As things are now, it is no exaggeration to 
say that the people of the Mandated territories are 
hardly aware of their being subject to any other 
authority but that of the Mandatory Power, and the 
officials in these places usually regard their relation 
with the League as a wholly gratuitous and highly 
tnconvenient interference. 

Geneva. R. RAGHUNATHA Row. 
15, April 19S0. 

~t1titw.s. 

JAPANESE CONSTITUTION. 
THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN. By NAO

KIeHl KITAZAWA, (Princeton University Press, 
Princeton). 1929. 210m. 130p. '.1'75. 

THIS small volume is, in Mr. Kitazawa's own words
an attempt to provide a pen pioture of Japanese gov, 
ernment and politics in broad outline; The author, 
we think, has amply succeeded in his aim. 

With the Restoration of 1867 began the moderni
sation of Japan. For oenturies before that she had been 
under the feudal system. The present lto constitu
tion, influenoed in great measure by the German and 
Austrian systems, was promulgated in 1889. It is a 
compromise between the old monarchical traditions 
based on ancestor worship and the new constitutional 
idea. The former element, however, is in fact being 
modified by the latter. 

Under the Japanese oonstitution the legal powers 
of the Throne are wide. But the same distinction is 
observed between the Throne and the Emperor ill 
Japan as between the Crown and the King in Eng
lal d. The establishment of parliamentary responsi
bility of the cabinet has reduced the aotual powers of 
the Emperor. Still his position is very strong 88 
compared with that of the formal head of the 
Executives in other oountries. His moral in
fluence is very great owing to the peculiar 
Japanese traditions. ,Sovereignty, acoording to the 
constitution, resides in him. l!llrtber, the cabinet 

and the Diet have no power'over military command, 
conferring of titles of nobility and rank and Imperial 
House affairs. TLe last item inoludes Buch important· 
matters 88 Bucoession, regenoy, Imperial House legis
lation and supervision over peers. This power is 
exercised by the Emperor with the advice of various 
organs of Imperial House Affairs and the .military 
command. The power of the Throne in ordinary 
State affairs, however, is Bubject to constitutional 
limitations. 

The parliamentary cabinet is the real administra
tive and law-making organ to-day. l!'ormerly res
ponsible to the Emperor alone, its responsibility to 
the Diet has now heen practioally established. With 
that responsibility has come the practice of party 
oabinets and the principle of collective responsibility. 
The Ministers of the Army and the Navy, however~' 
are still independent of the cabinet, and that is a real 
check upon parliamentary government. The large 
executive and legislative powers of the Throne are 
exercised by the cabinet. The Throne can declare war' 
or make treaties without consulting the Diet. It has 
extensive Ordinance power. Ordinances can be issued 
even for the welfare of the people. Constitutional 
amendments can be initiated only by the Crown. ' 
Initiative in ordinary legislation is also confined to
the cabinet in practice. Private bills have no chance. 
of passing without Government support. The Diel;;' 
exercises only supervisory powers in administratitln. 
and legislation. With the increased manifestation, 
of the political capacity of the people, the undemocra- , 
tic factors which check: the power of the cabinet'f 
i. e., the Genro, the Privy Council and the Lord Privy' 
Seal, are losing their influence in ordinary State-
ff . I a &11"8. ~ I 

The Diet is bi-cameral. The House of Represen-l 
tatives, elected on universal manhood suffrage, plays
a dominant part in politics. 'rhe House of Peers, too.i 
is a very strong body. Legally, its powers are equal:~, 
to those of the Lower House, except that the budgeta I 

oomes first before the Lower 1I0use. Its actual powers.< I 
have been somewhat weakened after the establish,", 
ment of cabinet responsibility. There is no legati 
method of curtailing its powers. Its constituJ 
tion provides no room' for swamping. It js;; 
not, however, indifferent to public opinion. Only~ 
about half of its members are peers, the ether hal~ 
being ImperiBl no.minees, nominees of the Imperi~if 
Academy and representatives of those who P8~ 
the highest amount of direct national taxes. The' 
power of the Diet in regard to finance is rather pecu~ 
liar. A revenue bill is just like an ordinary billj 
It oan be initisted by a private member and initiatecJ 
in any way. The Diet, however, can neither initiat~ 
nor increase the budget. Moreover, expenditure ina. 
ourred by the executive power of the Throne, expen
diture for the execution of law and expenditure due 
to the legal liability of Government can neither be
rejected nor reduoed by the Diet without the oonsent
of the Executive. This limitation results from the 
notion of the superiority of law to the budget. The· 
framers of the constitution were of opinion that Law' 
is the oommon will of the exeoutive and the legisla
ture and, once it is p8SEed, its .execution should Ilot.
be hindered by the Diet. 

The Judiciary is free from the arbitrary interfer-. 
ence of tlie Exeoutive. It has no power of leglcide 
exoept when a law is opposed to the Imperial House 
Law. It can refuse to apply invalid ordinances. ThE> i 
organization and jurisdiction of the courts is much I 

similar to what l'revails in France. There is also an. 
administrative court, and all administrative 8uit>t 
~~a ; 

As in Franoe, centralisation is the essence k 
local government in Japan. The oentral ~vernmellt 
appoints the Governor in the prefectures and in tlt7! . 
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~ities select. the mayor out of nominees of the oity use and would doubtless be welcomed by the Indian 
legislature. Both these officials perform certain oritics of tbe G. E. Standard System, 
functions as agents of the oentral government. The The twelve statements made on·p. 144 and p.145 
prefectural as wen as the city legislature, consisting adumbrate his thesis, whioh can however be briefly 
of an1Wlsembly anda council, have'very small powers. stated as a better coordination of the gold bullion 
The town and the village are a little more free. standard with the gold.exchange standard. While 
Some of the villages, like the small oantons of Swit- agreeing with some of his weighty remarks, such as 

. 'zerland, have asse:nblies of all voters. I "an excessive economy of gold is not the best economy" 
Japanese parties, like parties in France, are and that .... free circulation of gold based on coopera

divided on principles. faiths and personal loyalties to tion of the central banks and improved clearing 
leaders r .. ther than on programmes of governmental methods is c .. pable of solving the problem of gold 
and political action. They arose just after the reste- economy for the present and the next generation" it 
ration in waging a war against bureaucratic and must be pointed out that some of his necessary po~tu. 
militant ch.n politicians. Out of party struggle has lates are difficult to be oarried out: for instance, the idea 
emerged .the prinoiple of responsibility of the oabinet of reciprocal gold deposits in the hands of the Cantral 
to the DIet. Banks whose exi.tence is guaranteed by international 

In the appendix the author reproduces the arti. convention" and ragulations is diffioult. The scrain· 
·-cles of the constitution. The book has an exoellent ble for gold is the most diffioult thing that can be 
bibliography. cheoked and the ambition to play the role of inte .. 

On the whole we agree with Prof. Myras in his national monetary oel!tre is so temptinl! t~at very 
-estimate of the book as excellent and simple in its few of the.l1:10der.n !Iati.ons can hope to reSIst It. Under 
treatment and scholarly and sound in its oontent. s~oh condItions It IS dlffiC',llt to eXl1ect th~t .some of 
In Our opinion it is a scientific study of Japanese hIS measures oan be oarrIed out ImmedIately. All 

~. ~ politios and a. valuable contribution to it. We are tha~ is possib~e at t~e present day is an elastic and 
~llr8 that it will find many appreoiative readers ratIonal. mampul'!'tIOn of gold by the Central Banks 
among those who are interested in a study of com. but the mauguratiO!I of free gol~ payme1;lt~ from one 
'p~rative oonstitution and administration. co'mtry to another IS '.'ot praotIoal. poltttcs for the 

The book is well t . d th . t' . prasent. The economic reoonstruotIOn of Europe or 
.... Imost faultless. go up an 9 prm mg IS that of any o~hel country should not be impeded .by 

E. AsIRVATHAM. 
GOPINATH DHAWAN. 

CURRENCY STANDARDS. 
'GOLD AND THE CENTRAL BANKS. By 

FELIKS MLYNARSKI. (Macmillan) 1929. 200m. 
157p.8/6. 

'THI~ is a stimu~ating monograph on an important 
subJect. Gold 18 the material basis of the ourrenoy 
-standard and modern world eoonomio development is 
b,,!,ed on it. Dr. Mlynarski commences his study in 

• .thlS monogra~h !rom 191.3 and briefly states the 
problem In hlS IntroduotIon as the disoussion of 
the best way of ~acilihting the return of Europe to 
gold. Should thIS be done by haVing a very few gold 
·centres, the rest of the oountries working on a 
gold.ex.change· sta.ndard basis? Considering the faot 
tha~ thIS w,',s th.e remedy proposed by the Inter. 
natton~l F.mBnolal. Conference of 1920, he devotes a 
good portIon of hIS thesis to d isouss the demerits 

, of an .xtensive adoption of the G. E. Standard 
,sys~e!D' The essenoe of· his oritioism was 
anttolpated ~onl! ago. by the Indian oritios of the 
8ystell," ReJeotlOg thIS alternative, he proposes to 
establtsh ~averal gol~ centres and institute thorough 
,!,nd effeotIve coope~ation between the oountries operat
Ing the gold bulhon standard and those operating 
th? gold.exchanl!e standard. He is not satisfied 
WIth the present Informal personal oontaot between 
the Governors .of the Central Banks. This orude 
for~ of OooperatIon has to be given up for a more 
Oili

l
o
d
I8
f
l form of ooo~din~tion. The repatriation of 

go rom the A';'1erloan market Oan be undertaken 
under suoh ausploes alone. The monetary role of 
gold oan he safely performed in the near future and 
,,!IY other monetary substitute for gold requb-es a 
~ Igher de.gree of international oooperation and as the 

oat POSSIble preparation for this contingency he 
;ouCeld weloome the present day efforts on the part of 

Ie ntral Bank. to stabilise the purobasing power 
t ~f. gholtdbattthhe present level of world prices, whatever 
t. .l1g e e output of gold in the near future. 
I ' As a frank Btatement of the weaknesses of the 
, . .gnld-sxchange st~nd"rd system tliis hook wonld be of 

an uneconomn scramble for gold. The economismg 
of gold is the usual slogan reterred to but that is only 
a part of the problem and unless ~omething rational 
is done in the matter of ,eliminating unnecessary gold 
movements from one country to another' by an intel. 
ligent action on the part of the Central Bank, the 
problem of the safe return of gold from America and 
the European economio reoonstruction will not be 
solved. 

B. RAMACHAKDRARAU. 

GERllAN UNITY. 
SELF-DETERMINATION FOR AUSTRIA. By 

F. F. G. KLEINWALCHTER. (Allen a.nd 
Unwin) 1929. 180m. Up. 3/6. 

THE history of post-war Europe is a sickening re
oord of solemn pledges shamelessly broken, of lofty 
ide .. ls thrown to the winds, and of high prinoiples of 
justioe yielding plaoe to violenoe and the selfish 
spirit of aggression. But perhaps the most disoredi
table chapter in the history of post·war diplomacy 
was the violation of the chief war aims solemnly 
proolaimed by that Modern Moses, Woodrow Wilson. 
Wilson proolaimed that the U. S. A. entered the war 
not to derive any material benefit for herself, but to 
bring a new order into the world. This was made 
plain to the world through his famous Fourteen 
Points, the ohief of whioh were the right of self·deter
mination of tbe peoples and the setting up of the 
League of Nations to promote international coopera
tion and to abolish international enmity and strife. 
On hehalf of the Allies, Wilson deolared that peace 
oould be ooncluded only on the basis of his 
Fourteen Points. Austria Hungary accepted them 
and sued for peaoe, but unfortunately the 
Austrians were oruelly betrayed, for the Tre .. ty of 
St. Germain imposed on Anstria by the victors was a 
mookery of the proolaimed right of self determina
tion. The Austro-Hungarian kingdom was dissolved, 
and several states known as the Succession Ststes 
~e~e set up to prevent the po"sibility of Austria ever 
rlsmg to the status of a Grest Power. Austria 
was out down to a dwarf state of only six and a balf 
million German Austrians. These Oerman Austrians 
have been desirous of forming themselves part and 
p"roeJ of the German Republic as they are uciaily 
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and culturally akin to the Germans of the Reich' 
But sinoe 1919, the year of the treaty of St. Germain, 
the Allies have been making it impossible for Austria 
to unite with the Reich. They have thus shamelessly 
broken the pledge of Wilson and have C8l!t to the 
winds the noble ideal of self determination. 

. The book before us is an interesting thesis on the 
right of Austria to unite with the Reich. The learn
ed author describes Austria's struggle for the right of 
self-determination and draws attention to the racial 
and cultural affinity of the Germans and the 
Austrians and their common historical association 
for over a thousand year.. The author then proceeds 
to depict the economic disorganisation of Austria 
consequent on the break up of the old Austro-Hun
garian kingdom, and discusses the various remedies 
suggested by Entente publicists and politicians to 
resuscitate the carcase of Austria. Austria with 
6~ miRion Germans and surrounded by S\lccession 
States and tanitI walls cannot long remain isolated. 
An independent Austria is therefore out of the ques
tion. But it may be asked, "1 f Austria requires a 
great economic territory, why does she not join the 
so-called Danube Federation? Or why does she not 
join anyone of the Succession States or Italy or a 
Federation composed of all states tbat once consti
tuted the A.ustro-Hungarian Monarchy?" The 
learned author points out clearly the impracticability 
of the Danube Federation of the territories of old 
Austria-Hungary, or union with anyone of the Suc
cession States or Italy. He, therefore, concludes tbat 
the only solution "is the union of the Austrian Ger
man Reich". 

The author also discusses the "United States of 
Europe" scheme, under which, it is believed, A.ustria 
will find the great economic opportunity. which she re
quires for her existence. The author is not very hope, 
ful of the realisation of the Pan-Europe idea of 
Coudenhove, now sponsored by Briand and even if the 
idea materialises, "the union of Austria with Germllfty 
would merely further the Pan-Europe idea since it 
would reduce by one state the number to be won for 
it," 

The author rightly points out that the opposition 
of the Entsnte Powers to the union of Austria with 
the German Reich has been due to fear and hatred of 
Germany. We agree with the author when be says 
ihat that fear is baseless. In the interests of world 
peace, the author wants the Entente Powers to right 
the wrong done to Austria and to return to the ideal 
of justice. 

The book is an able presentation of the right of 
AURtria to join the Reioh, and therefore, a welcome 
addition to the literature on post-war Europe. 
There are four useful maps at the end of the book, 
and these enhance the value of the contribution of 
Kleinwaschter. 

M. V. SUBRAHMANIAM. 

EVOLUTION OF CIVILIZATION. 
. CIVILIZATION IN TRANSITION (1789-1870). 

By H, C. THOMAS AND W. A. HAMM. (The 
Survey of History Series). (John Hamilton, 
London) 1929. 312p. 5/-. 

THIS is the seoond of the three volumes projeoted by 
the authors to trace back to their roots the institutions 
of present day oivilization and the share each of 1;}le 
various peoples had in their development and trans
formation. In the first volume a survey was made 
of the oonditions as they were in the Europe of the 
old regime. In the present volume the transitional 
period is surveyed. It appropriately begins from 1789 
and ends with 1870. In this, as in the previous volume 
a most weloome departure is made from the usual 

procedure of writing history, of arranging events· 
round dynasties. It has proceeded, on the other hand., 
on the principle of arranging them in their natural 
and orderly sequenoe, thus setting forth the' factors 
involved in their full outline, unobscured by the per 
sonality or oaprioe of kings or their ministers. The
authors have succeeded in their objeot. The aocount 
is on the whole impartial and the orowded events of 
the period have been disentangled aud presented in 
the order of their importance. One feels, however, that 
the causes of development have not always been fully 
explored. The Industrial Revolution of England, for' 
example, was so successful and so much earlier than. 
that of France or Germany not only because of the 
sucoession of inventions but beoause of the enormous 
flow of wealth from India to England, which made the . 
financing of the oompanies formed an easy matter. l 
But such lapses are very rare. The estimate of' 
N apolean' is much more fair than is usual in histories 
from British pens. The aristocratic reaction and the 
scramble for territories following Napoleon's down
fall are set forth in sufficient detail for the reader to· 
see in the settlements made some of the remote causes 
of the conflagration of 1914. The book is well written. 
and for so crowded a period dealt with has brought
within its small compass almost all the important 
factors necessary to a correct interpretation of , 
European history. 

K. KUNHI KANNAN. 

HEROES OF PEACE. 
PIONEERS OF FREEDOM. By McALISTER COLE,I 

MAN (Vanguard Press, New York) 1929. 21cm .. ; 
222p, $ 2.50. . • , 

IN recent times eduoationists and others have fou nd' , 
a great gap in the schemes promoted in the cause of,: 
education. The attention of' boys and girls has] 
always been drawn to the brave deeds on the battle-, 
field. The conquests of Clive in India and similar' • 
acts of military heroism in other parts of the world; 
have all along fired the imagination of children. The- ; 
lives of persistent usefulness led in obscure corners . 
of the earth-the leaders of labour movements and ~ 
'the pioneers in difficult but not spectacular direo,. 
tions-these have not been compiled for the beoefi t 
of the young. Even among the older persons suoh, 
knowledge is soarce. 

The Pioneer Youth Literature Committee of 
America has set itself to work out these series, and j 
bring out short biographies of men and women whD t 
have fought for the freedom of the workers. Thomas 
Paine, press agent for revolution, Thomas Jeffersool 
first of the democrats, Frances Wright, dreamers ot 
new dreame, Wendell Philips, who slew a giant. 
Henry George, a little man with a big book, Samuel 
Gompers, organizer, Eugene Deles, the beloved, John 
Mitohell, the rise of the miners, Charles Steinmstz, e.. 
visitor from Olympus-these are the persons select
ed for consideration . 

The story of Eugeno Debs is set forth in beautiful 
simplicity. Born of very poor peopl_Eugene had 
to educate himself with the belp of an Encyclopaedie. 
purchased on the instalment pian. He was stirred 
by the revolutionary history of the United States and 
France. He worked in the railway-workshops whioh 
gave him an insight into the possibilities of bringing 
togsther all. the railroad workers. By a gradual. 
prooess Eugene Debs orgainsed the ditIerent groups. 
into strong unions. He was sent to prison on more 
than one ocoasion. for the propaganda he wall8d," 
against war. In his case the tribute paid .by t!,e
workers oould be summarised in one of: Debs' bvuurlt. , 
songs :- . , 
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.. Out of the night that covers me,
Black 118 the pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my' ullconquerable soul ... 
Thomas Paine is another character whOBe story 

is marked by failure at the age of 37 "in the eyes of all 
his little world." The' respectables ' kept out of his 
way, because he wae too outspoken. The miseries of 
poor people moved his heart. And he wrote the most 
famous pamphlet, "Common Sense ". Within three 
monthe 120,000 oopies were sold. Everyone was 
amll£ed at the young English immigrant. 

The parusal of this book should help us to bestir 
ourselves in the direction of makiug a similer 
compilation giving the lives of workers in the Eastern 
countries. There are eminent lives of Aggrey of 
Africa and of Kagawa of Japan. But they are of large 
<lompass and besides expensive. Will it not be pos
"ible to plan a series for the juveniles of the country? 

H. C. BALABUNDARUM. 

CATHOLIC VIEWS. 
·THE POPE AND THE PEOPLE. SELECT 

LETTERS AND ADDRESSES ON SOCIAL 
QUESTIONS. By POPE LEO XIII, PIUS x., 
BENEDICT XV AND PIUS XI. (Catholio 'fruth 
Sooiety, London) 1929. 200m. 260p. 3/-. 

, 
• 

"THIS is a book oontaining tbe writings of several 
Popes concerning social questions. These are select
ed letters and addresses by Leo XIII, Pius X, Bene
diot XV and Pius XI, ranging from 1878 upto 1922. 
Suob subjects as sooialism, strikes and international 
~ispute8 are. dealt with. Many will probably find 

_ It hard to gIve approval to the dootrines here set 
forth. Private property is regarded as a necessity. 
The distinotions between rioh and poor seem to be 
·regarded as permanent. There is, of course, opposition 
to Sooialism in its extreme forms. 

And yet there is much that is splendid about these 
·Papal utteranoes whioh all can weloome. There are 
>tIloqu~nt appea)s for justioe for the poor and noble 
pleadings for peace among the nations. We 
can oonfidently recommend that all etudents of the 
problems that confront the modern world should 

··read and oarefully oonsider theRe learned stat ... 
ments of the vener!'ble Bishops of Rome, expressing 
,as they do the Judgment of the great Roman 
(1atholio Communion. 

. The most famous of the documents contained in 
thIS volume are the Encyolioals of Leo XUI 
1c?l!cerning tbe evils of modern society, the oon
dltlons of the working olasses and Christian De
mooraoy. It is quite certain that the Papaoy 

. does oare for the people. The Catholic Churoh is 
. ,conoerned with the life of the poor. And in the last 
; Encyoli~al (published in 1922 by the present Pope) 
,!e are directed to "Christlhe King"-in his Kingdom 
lies the hope of the world. We are bidden to look 
for the day whel!. the Lord Jesus shall reign in the 
hear.ts o~ men, In the .whole life of man, in the 
famtly, In human soolety. About international 
peace the pre~ent Pope . writes, "There is no peaoe 
save in the reIgn of ChrIst and there is no saner way 

... of establishing peaoe than by installing the reign 
-of Christ". 

W. S. A. ROBERTSON. ===== SHORT NOTICES. 
.eALADITVA: A HISTORICAL ROMANCE OF 

ANCIENT INDIA, By A. S. PANOHAPAKE84 
AYY AR. (Taraporevala, Bombay ) 1930 200m 

• 402p. Rs. 4. .• . 
.. MR. AYY~R literary fertility is 88 irrepressible as it 
. ts productive of Corpu3. Vile. All s\loh his books 

s!"'ye to divert the reviewer from the sublime to the-. 
rIdICulous so as almost to deprive him of hi. gram
matical sense. Baladitya is the. latest literary 
scandal released by him. In along and loose-winded 
preface, it is claimed for the book that it will mark 
the birth of a literature of Heroism. In re"lity how. 
ever,literary taete will be hard put to to determine its 
quality. It takes all a reader's patience to steer clear 
of the enormous chaff of Indianisms and,on the whole 
corrupt forms of style, in the end to discover th; 
emaciated Baladitya, a hero by virtue of the frenZied 
political and religious aesooiations that Mr. Ayyar 
clumsily gathers round him. Of history, there is just 
a semblance in it and its romance is entirely without 
dramatio significance. In the interests of the bright 
reputation that a few Indians have established ae no 
mean writers in the English language, we invite Mr. 
Ayyar to issue his book properly corrected and 
reformed. . 

K. VENUGOPAL RAO. 

THE ARAB KINGDOM AND ITS FALL. By J 
WELLHOUSEN. TRS. by MARGARET G:aAHAM 
WEIR. (University of Calcutta,) 1927, 220m" 
592p. • 

THIS is a translation of the very well-studied but 
rather involved discussion of the early history of 
Islam originally published in 1902 by the German 
historian, J. Wellhausen. This translation, though 
published twenty·five years after the first appearance 
of the book, is still very welceme to students and 
scholars who have no aocess to the German original, 
but the ordinary reader is apt to find it rather heavy 
reading. 'fhe author's method is to oonfront different 
accounts from the early writers ( mostly preserved in 
the pages of Tabari) of eaoh partioular event and 
then subjeot them to a 'lritioal disoussion leading to 
an authentic reconstruotion of the event. Incidently 
the results of modern soholarship as stated by Dozy, 
Von Kremer, Muller and others are reviewed and 
modified at several points ( See e. g. pp. 160-1, 180-2, 
243-9,271 ff. eto. ) The first ohapter furnishes a good 
general aocount whioh gives the background needed 
to enable the reader to follow the more minute dis
cussions of the later ohapters. There is a full index 
which faoilitates referenoe to p ... ticuIar discussions. 

• K.A. N • 

LETTERS FROM A FATHER TO HIS 
DAUGHTER. By JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 
( AIlahbad Law Journal Press, Allahabad) 1929. 
21cm. 121p . 

P ANDIT Jawaharlal Nehru addressed these letters 
to his daUghter, Indira, a girl of 10, in 1928 when 
she was at Mussoorie and he was down on the 
plains. Therein he tries to give her a brief account 
of the early days of the world. Ae the letters are 
meant for children in the early stages of English 
instruotion, the Congress President has gone out of 
his way to make them intelligible to his audienoe. 
His simplioity of language is suoh as would do 
credit to an experienoed eduoationist whose business 
is to teach and to write books for the young. Those 
friends at whose instance these letters wera pub-. 
lished deserve well of our younger generation. . 

D. V. AMBEKAR . 

ANAKATAPOLITICS. By RIOHARD HOPE. (John 
Bale, London) 1929. 200m. 103p. 2/6. 

THIS is a bio-peyohologioal explanation of the 
w~.nce, the whither, and the why of democraoy • 
It lB bound to interest everyone, as it is a· delight-
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fully new presentation of the problems of democra
cy. Based as the book is on the psychologioal 
discoveries of the 20th century, the book is a thought
ful study of the political problems, and consequently 
gives ample scope for the reader's mental gymnas
tics. We have no h&sitation in Raying that this is 
a thoughtful oontribution to the literature on poli
tical science. It is a book whioh no student of 
politos can afford to be without. 

M. V. SUBRAHMANIAM. 

P.ROCEEDINGS: ALL-INDIA WOMEN'S CON-
FERENCE, BOMBAY. 1930. 

THE charge is sometimes made against public bodies 
in this country that they are very unsystematic and 
unmethodioal in their work. Suoh a reproach cannot 
at any rate be levelled against the All-India Women'" 
(Jon(erence, During the time it has been in existence 
this organisation is uniformly business-like in its 
methods of work with the result that it has been able 
to cast its net wider than any other similar organisa
tion: has been able to do within suoh a short time. 
.For this it de~erves healty congratulations. The 
latest example of its business-like method's of work 
is the publication, within three montbs, of the report 
of its last session held in Bombay in the third week: 
of January this year. The report is well got up and 
and is a valuable reoord of the work done during toe 
session. The only desideratum is a table of contentH. 
whose absence makes reference difficult. The work 
of the session is so varied that an index also would 
have beeu a great convenience. The systematic and 
vigorous manner in which the work of the Confer
enoe is being carried on not only by the central ~ut 
also by its provincial bodies can have nothing but 
the unstinted admiration of all those who wish 
our ladies to oome up to the level of men in the near 
future. But in point of organising capaoity and 
continuous work, at least the last four yeal'S' reoord 
of this Conference shows beyond doubt that its or
ganisers are perfect equals of men and indeed can 
boast of something which some of the organisations 
for whose conduct men are responsible may pro
fitably copy. 

D. V.A. 

at:out.tip.oudtuct. 
POLICE EXCESSES IN KAlRA DISTRICT. 

TO THE EDITOR, THE SEE V ANT OF INDIA. 

SIR, -Having read and heard about police excesses 
in the town of Anand, I ran up from Dohad to Anand 
on the 27th inst I found there on enquiry that about 
35 volunteers selling contraband salt were arrested 
after being belaboured freely with lathis by the police. 
They were however let off after about seven hours' 

. detention. 
I further learnt that ·the Charotar Education 

Society's High School, with its students' and teachers' 
quarters, was threatend with confiscation under the 
District Police Act. The reasons advanced for this 
proposed action were that the School boys haraseed 
policemen and other Government officers passing by 
(In the public road, that they caused milk, etc" being 

• 
taken for Government offioers to be spilt and that the 
buildings were used for sheltering satyagrahi orimi
nals, The District Deputy Collector, who is reported 
to have conveyed this threat to the Secretary of the 
Society, was asked to give this in writing, but h' 
declined to do so. 

Recently there have been some house-breaking 
and theft in the town of Anand and these are suspected 
to have been allowed to go unchallenged by thE 
police to punish the towDspeople for their civil di •. 
obedience attitude, The reBult is that the townspeoplE 
keep vigil all night to safeguard their hamel and 
shops. • 

There was a salt-making demonstration from 
saltish earth in the open at Borsad on the evening 01 
the 27th inst. A large crowd was looking ou. ThE 
police not only broke through the cordon roune 
the open space of preparation, bllt wielded their lathh 
freely on the volunteers and the crowd of lookers-or 
and injured several persons . 

At Dehvan in the Borsad Taluka the police had 
raided a public meeting about four days ago with the 
help, it is alleged, of the Thakore of that plaoe and 
belaboured several volunteers whom I saw in the 
Borsad Municipal Hospital. Th'is was a premeditated 
attaok on an innooent crowd assembled in a meeting. 

Though Kaira District is carrying on its propa' 
ganda in a very non-violent manner so far, it seems 
that the District-Officers are bent upon provoking 
them by their unlawful methods, specially the free 
use of lathis and in some cases dharias, into breaking 
into violenoe against their will. U ptonow the Kairl 
people have shown wonderful forbearanoe and sub
mitted themselves to the violence from the police with' 
out retaliating. Things are at present nry ugly in thil 
District, because the so-called preservers of law and 
order are breaking law themselves, use force where 
none need be used, and have adopted a very vindiotivE 
attitude. They are at present running amok amongst 
the people, because of their civil disobedience ane 
of social boycott to which Government servants art 
subjected more and more as time passes. 

Dohad, f9/4/'O. A. V. THAKKAR, l , 
Member, i 

Servants of India Society. 
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