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iopics of th. ~ttk. 

Anotber Slap In tbe Face. 

" I have always maintained and still maintain, 
the ohange in the Congress oreed in favour of oom
plete independenoe notwithstanding, that the rel .... 
tions between Great Britain and India oan only be 
finally adjusted on the basis of India's right to Domi
nion Status being aoknowledged without any reser. 
vation and the methods of giving effeot to that deoi. 
aion being examined in' some joint and equal oonfe
renoe between plenipotentiaries of the two countries 
and that the grester the delay in finding a solution of 
the problem on these lines, the lesser the chanoes for 
a favourable atmosphere for the purpose and its gene
ral acoeptanoe in this oountry. I am aware that the 
Vioeregal announoement does not go so far; but 
viewing the situation as a whole, I am bound to admit 
that it represents a genuine and honest attempt of a 
sinoere Vioeroy, anxious to find a way for peaoe in 
most diffioult oiroumstances." These are not the 
words of a Moderate or a Liberal aooused of wishing 
to prolong foreign domination but of Mr. V. J. Patel, 
the President of the Legislative Assembly,spoken in 
deCenoe of his . deoision to resist the pressure of the 
Congress to resign his place. Mr. Patel entered the 
Assembly as a Swarajist, with the sole object of 
wreoking the Montford Reforms. and of ending the 
present system of government. Experienoe and res
ponsibility have worked a sea·ohange in him; he 
now surpasses the Liberals in his devotion to c0-
operation. He is oontent with Dominion Status, and 
seeks to obtain it by . means of the Round Table 
<Jonfsrence. No independence and no non-ooopera-

tion for him I His wise and sansible aotion is nothing 
short of a slap in the face of the non-oo-operators . 

• • • 
Wbo came to Scolf remained to Pray_ 

MR. V. J. PATEL is not alone in his reoantatioll 
of non-oo-operation. It is intensely gratifying, if 
somewhat amusing, to find such great stalwart Con
gressmen and erstwhile non-eo-operators as Messrs. 
Jamnadas Meth&, T. Prakasam and V. Ramadas 
wuing eloquent about the work in the Counoils and 
in the Assembly. These were among those who set 
out to destroy the Councils and to bling the Govern
ment to a standstill. The Counoils were mere toys. 
were a ~nare and a delusion, were traps to perpetuate 
foreign domination and so on and so forth. They 
were untouohable and unapproachable. Since their 
oontemptuous soorn did not suoceed in killing the 
Councils, the non-oo-operators deoided to swallow 
their defeated pride and enter the Connoils, profes
sing thus to destroy them. Far from aohieving their 
object, they have now retreated from it in utter oon
fusion and demoralisation, leaving the Counoils 
stronger than ever. Pandit Motilal Nehru oomplains 
that the wreokers suoceeded in wreoking their OWIl 
polioy, disoipline and solidarity and that some of 
them actually scrambled for oo-operation on oom
mittees eto., the Pandit himself, aooording to Mr. 
l7akasam, being the "prinoipal offender". And now 
to oap it all, we find Messrs. Jamnadas Mehta, 
Prakasam and Ramadas Pantulu actually taking 
credit, almost exolusive oredit, for the good work 
done in the Counoils. At the Andhra Provinoial 
Congress Committee meeting held in Coconada on 
the 21st iust. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu is reported to. 
have emphatically repudiated the assertion that 
no good work was done in the Counoils and instanoed 
several benefioial measures oarried by the Congress 
Party votes. Mr. Praltasam vehemently protested 
that he oould serve the Congress and the country 
better by seeking re-election to the Assembly. 
Mr. Jamnadas has gone one step further and claimed 
that non-oo-operators were the best oo-operators in 
the Counoils. We are thankful to these non-oo
oparators for this emphatio vindication of the Liberal 
faith and polioy. . 

• • • 
To Vote or Not to Vote. 

ETEN avowed Oongressmen do not seem to b& 
fully aoquainted with the resolutions of the Congress 
and the instructions of the Working Committee. At 
the meeting of the Andhra Oongress Provinoial Oom
mittee held last week, there was a differenoe of 
opinion as to the duty of Oongress voters and the 
intentions of the Working Committee. Mr. A. Kale
swara Rao, who reluotantly resigned his seat in the 
Madras Legislative Council, stood for the no-vote 
campaign. Mr. B. Pattabhi-Sestharamayya, a 
member of the Working Committee, opined that it 
was the intention of the Working Committee to under· 
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take a no-vote campaign. Messrs. Konda Venkata
ppayya and K. Nageswara Rao hjlwever were of 
opinion that the Working Committee did not advo, 
cate it and the Congress resolution was not explicit 
on the subject. It was, finally resolved' to refer the 
matter to the Warking Committee for directions. 
Thie is an obvious !lase of shutting one's eyes to \In-' 
pleasant facts. For both the Congress and the 
Working Committee are explicit in ,tl;teir ~ndaje 
that Congressman should riot vote at all. According 
to the "Congress Bulletin" issued by the Office of the 
All-India Congress Committee, the Congress Resolu
tion on "Complete Independence" says, among other 
things, "this Congress resolves upon a complete 
boycott of the central and provincial legislatures and 
committees constituted by the Government and calls 
upon Congressmen and other~ taking part, ~n ~he 
national movement to abstaIn from participating 
directly or indirectly in future eleclions" (Italic ours). 
Further, the very first resolution passed by the new 
Working Committee relates to the Boycott of Coun
cils in which the Committee "appeal. to the voters 10 
refr~in from participati .. g in elecllonBlo the legislature." 
( Italics ours.) Nothing could be more explicit, nor, 
we may add, more disastrous. The objection raised 
by such stunch non·co-operators as Messrs. Kontla 
Venkatappayya and K. Nageswara Rao, though 
untenable, proves however to demonstration that the 
Congress party is disintegrating, so far at any rate 
as tbe prominent members of it are concerned I 

• • • 
Hysterics or Politics. 

IN striking contrast to the obstruction offered to 
the holding of a public meeting by the Liberals in 
'Bombay, were the huge and almost unprecedented 
'demollstrations in Bombay and in other towns in 
-India on 'the so-called "Independence Day." The 
,;i'gnificance of these cannot be ignored or under
'estimated. It is 'clear that young and immature 
;students and Communiets are rushing politics. But 
'neither the vociferous cries nor the mass demonstra
tions are a true indication of the cool and collected 
<lpinion of the people on the merits of co-operation ' 
:and non-co-operation_ The voting at the bye-elec
tions and at the next general elections will afford a 
truer index. Every conscientious Congressman, who 
believes in Congress mandates, has no option but tCil 
boycott the polling booth. It remain to be seen how 
many voters will refrain from voting in the· 
-elections in view of the Congress mandate. A com
parieon of the number of voters who register their 
votes at the ensuing electioIIR and of the number that 
voted at the last elections will indicate tCil what 
extent the voters are with the Congress, and its policy 
'of non-co-operation. But it ie well for the electorate 
·to remember that every vote'cast ie a vote registered, 
in favour of co-operation and against non-co-operation. 
When the SWBrajists first entered the councils, they 

-professed to be non-co-operators : their avowed policy 
was ,to non-co-operate from within the councils, 
to offer continuous obstruction and to bring the Gov
ernmental machinery to a standstill. But none 
who now seeks election or re-election to the 
Oouncils is a non-co-operator; rather, the very 
reverse of it. He' wishs to go there ,to continue the 
good work that membership of the Council enabled 
him to do. For instance, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, in 
his election manifesto, claims the suffrage of his 
constituency on the ground of the non-co-operator's 
achievements in co-operation and not in non-co-ope-

-ration I Remission of provinCial contributions, 
protection to national industriell, .abolition of el<ciee 
duties on cotton manufactures, etc., are not items of 
non-co-operation; they are indistinguishable from the 
reforms that the co-operators strove for. It is for 

, the voter to decide''if hli will vote for such people as 

Mr. J8Illnadas Mehta, who professed one thing ancJ 
did another, who exploited the Congress prestige fot i 
all it was worth when it suited them and now defie4 
ite mandates at will, and who, in fact, are mere o~" 
portunists, or to such people as Sir Cowasji Jahangif 
(Junior), who have. been always true to thei; 
principles, who never betrayed, their constituents by 
false and impossible promiees and who do not plaT 
ducks and drakes with solemn oaths of allegiance. ' 

• • • 
Well Done, Madras I 

DR. P. SUBBARAYAN the Chief Minister in Mad
ras and the Madras Legielative Council deserve to be 
heartily congratulated on their bold and coura
geous actIon in opposing communal electorates iii 
municipalities and substituting instead the system 
of joint electorates with reservation of seate for 
minorities. It is a thousand pities that an amend. 
ment in favour of seperate electorates was fathered 
by<M:r, C. E. Wood, a Britisher, who claims to belong 
to an advanced a,nd highly cultured community lung 
used..to the democratic form of government. .And it 
is eq~fl.lly surprieing. that Mr. F. E. James, another 
Britit;lter, shcmid have._.supported th~ retrograde step, 
confessing the while that he would consider it a good 
day when it could be abolished. Mr. Robe'G Foulkes 
explained that the Europeans did not seek. communal 
representation-for themselves. He had no fear that the 
European community would suffer by contesting in th~ 
general ele<ltorates, becuse he was confident that th" 
time would COJjle when the d:fferences and misunder
standings between Europeans and Indians would 
dieappear. If he asked for separate electorates, it> 
was for the sake of the Depressed classes. Sur61y' 
Mr. Foulkes can realise that communal electorates: 
w~ll'not help to dispel differences and misunderstand" 
ings even betWeen the' 'Depressed classes and others.: 
It is gratifying that several members of the minority 
groups spoke in favour of joint electorate in the in
terests of the minorities tl;temselves, and Mrs. Muthu-, 
lakshmi Reddi warmly supported it. Dr. Subbarayan,; 
the Chief Minister, made an eloquent and convinc1 
ing appeal for the abolising of separate electorates,; 
He would go further and do away with communal 
representation altogether in the local bodies. But~ 
in view of the feeling and sentiments of the minori"; 
ties, he would accept the system of reservation of' 
seats and joint electorates. .. If Christians, M uham
madans, depressed clBSSes and Europeans, wanted to 
live in, India as citizens and not as members of par
-tieular communities, they would admit that thei 
qUestiOlil af oommunal electorate was not one that;: 
ought to be raieed i nthe case of local boa.rds and 
municipal administration." But why limit thie 
excellent principle to local bodies orily ? The most 
significant feature of the debate was that the Justice 
Party, an avowedly communal body, voted with the 
Chief Minister and against communal electorate. It is 
a healthy sign that in the sphere of local self-govern
ment at least the communalists in Madras have r~ 
sisted the temptation to introduce communal electo
rates. We hope the good example will cast its in~ 
fluence over wider spheres and ,help to bring about 
a truly national· solution of the larger oommunal 
problems., ' . 

• • ., 
Misdirected Zeal. . 

WE mu.st deplore the habit of some Hindu meui. 
bers of the Assembly of bringing up occasionally re;
solutioRS asking Government to prohibit .the: slaugh
terof cows in India. They serve no 'purpose, exce~ 
to exacerhate the nOlle too oordial ~hlil.tio!is between 
the Hindus and Muslims. As, often as',J.. lIilldll 

,supports a res.:Uutioll of the kinda.Muslim ga~_ ~ ~ 
oppose it, and much unnecessary anil evail aangerous 



heat ; is generated.. Resolntions of the kind have 
degenerated into 'communal challenges;' "The 'debate 
on. the :te8olution moved' by Raja Raghunandan 
Prasad i£ most unedifying., The Raja recommended 
that suitable and effective measures should be ,taken 
to ptevent throughout India the slaughter of all milch 
oows and prime oalves except for strictly religious 
purposes. The exception was meant to meet Muslim 
susceptibilities. But it deceived no one. Economic 
arguments were used as a decoy for purely senti
mental objectione of the Hindus. The milk supply of 
India is derived as much from cows as from she-buf
faloes, but there is no anxiety to save the buffaloes 
also from slaughter. Secondly, Hindus as well as 
Muslims consume milk and use cattle for draught 
purposes, both for tilling land and for transport. 
M uslimB are, therefore, as much interested in main
taining adequate supply of cattle as the Hindus. 
And yst, there has hardly been a case ~f a Muslim 
moving a resolution of the kind. Thirdly, the econo
mic consideration justify, not the prohibition of the 
alaughter of cows, but of making it eoonomically 
possible to save them from slaughter. Few Hindus, 
or even Muslims for the matter of that, will part 
with their milch cattle in favour of the butcher if it 
were at all possible for them to keep them and 
maintain them. The Hindu, with his sentiment of 
veneration for the cow, would be the last person to 
sell it to a butcher, if he can help it. There is at the 
present moment a regular drain of milch cattle from 
the villages to the towns, where it is economically 
possible to maintain them only as long as they yield 
milk. But the moment they go dry, it is beyond the 
means of most people to maintain them in the towns. 
The town-dweller does not know where to send his 
cow during its dry period for grazing, and reluotant
Iy he sells it to the butcher. Thus while cows comes 
to the city from the village, they do not return to the 
village when they'go dry, but end in the slaughter 
house. The remedy for this is not to prohibit 
slaughter of cows but make provision for the econo
mlo upkeep of dry cows. The Raja would have done 
better, and would heve received the unanimous sup
port of the Assembly, if he had 'urged that adequate 
grazing grounds should be created aUli cheap 'rail
way facilities for transport of cattle afforded. 
Voluntary organisations oan playa very useful part 
in this matter. Companies or individuals owning 
tracts of land good for fodder-growing might for a 
fixed charge un"dertake to takeoare of dry milch cattle, 
and when they begin to yield milk again, send them 
back to their owners in the towns. Such a system 
will facilitate improvement i\1' the breed of cattle. 
Again, from an economic point of view, it is unsound 
to prevent the slaughter of' old and useless' cows. 
India is carrying a large load of useless cattle, 
which stands in the way of improving the stock, of 
useful cattle. The need is ,for gradng grounds, not 
pinjrapoiRa. 

• • 
Away with It. 

THERE can be no doubt thllt the Hindus who 
Supported Raja Ragbunandan Prasad's resolution did 
110 purely on the sentimental ground of. veneration of 
the Hindu for the cow. It is time that the Hindus 
ahook (lff this rediculous superstition; it is time some 
enlightened Hindus organised themselves to. elimi
Jlate thiS degrading worship. The cow is no 
moresaored than any other domesticated animal. We 
ilan' understend the love of a man for his pet 
animal: he than looks after its comforts with 
.ender care. But when the sentiment is not accom
~nied by the tender care, it is a diflerent matter. 
SOlue yearsag.o,t~e columns of "Yo~lDg Indill" were 
lull of the im~ltous lind, harroWIng treatment of 

Sf 

cows by Hindu Gou:alll18 and the abominations thei 
practice on the poor animals. There is no veneration 
in it, but the worst and the most cruel exploitation of 
the animal for economic ends. Few, far too few are 
the cows which in old age are tended WIth care. The' 
great I:ulk of them are progre.gively starved and 
left to die a lingering death, more cruel than 
slaughter. It were a mercy to kill them' outright. 
even as Mahatma Gllndhi approved of the killing of 
the diseased calf. Besides being absurd and unreal, 
the sentiment is positively dangerous in India. It 
has been the cause of great misunderstandings and 
quarrels, occasionally leading to boodshed, between
Hindus and Muslims. If it is a folly to venerate the 
oow, it is criminal to expect others to share that 
veneration. 

• • • 
Women in Conterence. 

UNDER the auspices of the All-India Women's 
Conferenoe, Mr. Jayakar delivered a lecture in 
which he pleaded vigorously for the Hindu woman's, 
right of inheritance and urgecj the need of fresh.le
gislation amending the pr.sent law. Referring to 
the vow of marriage he said it clearly indicated the 
acquisition of property by the bride. He pointed 
out the unfairness of a widow being denied all share in 
the joint family ptOParty, except a bare maintenance 
on the ground that her requirements under a system of. 
ascetio life enjoined on her needed no more. Even in 
the case of separation the widow without a son had 
to preserve the propertY to be handed on to a 
distant heir, may be, of the fourteenth remove. 
This is certainly out of joint with our modern con
ceptions based on the equality of the sexes. 'H .. 
therefore called on the women to agitate for an 
amendment of the law so as to enable a widow 
without a son, to claim the entire share of he; 
husband, and in the case of sepsration, to get the 
whole of his property absolutely, as also to enable' 
her to acquire property independently from other 
sources. A suggestion 'was made by one of his 
questioners that there should be indenticallegislation 
for all women in India, irrespeotive of their religions 
creeds. AJJ long as Hindus and Muslims insist, and 
that too vociferously, 9n having their own personal 
law in this and other spheres, such a piece of legisla- , 
tion is almost an utopian wish. In the meantime 
however, it is neoessery to train women to such ~' 

, oonception, so that when the time is ripe for such 
legislation, there should be no opposition from them 
at least. The various other anomalies of a woman's 

, position have been laid bare by many a sooial re-, 
. former and some early and comprehensive legislation 

about women's property rights is certainly' 
,indicated. The Resolution 'moved at the Confe-' 
rence recommending to the All-India Women's, 
Education Fund Association to form a oommittee 
for the establishment of an All-India 'Training, 
College was oarried by a large majotity: this shows 
the keenness of the women in removing the defects 
of a shortage of teachers. The objections to such a 
oollege on the ground of ite English medium of in
struotion w,!reeffeotively answered by Mrs. Fardoonji, 
who explamed how the teachers, after reoeiving 
€raining in English in the latest methods of eduoa
tion in a central plaoe, could sasily teach in their 
own vernacnlars when they get back to' their 
places of work. W 9 heartily welcome the ResOlution, 
declaring the Conference to' in favour of compulsory: 
primary education for girls and req1l-esting local' 
bodies to take immediate steps to intrQduce it, in 
urban and rural areas in sucb, a way as to make' it' 
universal in twenty years; .'" 

,', . 
• .' 
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~rlidt.G. 

THE VICEROY'S SPEECH, 

THERE is a ring of sincerity in the Viceroy's 
Speech that is unmistakable. In his address to 

the Legislative .A.esembly on the 25th inst, His 
Excellency spoke as a frie,nd of India, and not as the 
head of a foreign bureaucracy of exploiters, "I have 
striven hard", he said "not, I think without result, 
to secure the recognistion of what I felt to be the 
just claims of India at the hand of Great _ Britain." 
The result was the offer of the Rou nd -Table Confe
rence. Tbe time and the terms of the offer were ob
viously meant to plaoate and reconcile the Congress, 
which, however failed to seize the QPportunity, Not
Withstanding the petulent provocation of the Con
gress, the Round Table Conference, he announced, 
will be proceeded with, The success of the Confe
rence will, he said, "depend far more profoundly 
upon what her ( India's) public men can achieve in 
welding together into a true unity the different ele
ments that compose her being and represent the sum 
(If her political thought than upon anything that His _ 
Majesty's Government or anybody outside India may 
be able to do." And for this unity and political 
wisdom he appealed with a passionate eloquence 
that _ will do credit to Mr. Gandhi himself, "I 

There has been some adverse'.oommen' and tl1&-: 
expression of disappointment at _ the Viceroy's state
mentthat the clear definition of the destination w .... 
not the same thing as the completion of lthe journey.' 
It has been interpreted to mean that India has to 
wait long before she attains Dominion Status" 
Another passage in the Vioeroy's speech negatives 
this interpretation, "The whole objeot ~of the oonfe
rence now proposed is to afford the opportunity to 
His Majesty's Government of examining in free 
consultation with Indian leaders how they (the 
difficulties) may best, most rapidly and most surely 
be surmounted," Whether the destination is far or 
near will depend on us, and the type of represent~ 
tives that are invited to the Conference. And In 

this-matter of the selection of representatives, the 
Viceroy invited suggestions from the publio, 
The public will be better employed in accepting 
the invitation and sending up names of people, the 
wisest and the best that India has, rather than in 
looking for apparentinoonsistencies in the speeches 
of Vioeroys and Secretarys of State, It is even mo~e 
important that the All-Parties Conference that S11' 
Tej Bahadur Sapru is organising should be ma~ ,an 
unqualified success, Those ,who 'ask for Doml~lon 
States to be dropped into their laps and to be prOmISed 
in advance show little oonfidence in themselves and 
have not shaken off their mendicant mentality. 

would accordingly hope most earnestly that the lead- STATES' SUBJECTS AND THE SAPRU 
~rs <if all those who will be represented at the Confe- CO"TFERE~mE. 
rence may realise that no duty to which the love of '''', 
their Motherland may impel them can transcend in THE "Sansthani Swarajya" in its last issue puts ilL 
dignity or worth this call to unity and that they may a plea that the representatives of the subjects o.f 
utilise wisely the interval before the Conference in the Indian States should be invited to the p~eh-
training the ears of their countrymen to hear it." minary All-Parties Conference which the CommIttee 

With regard to the purpose, soope and procedure under Sir 'Tej Bahadur Sapru apPoint.ed by t~e 
(If the Round Table Conference, His Excellency said Liberal Federation in Madras last Xmas ~ orga~lS
that the assertio~ that the goal of India is Dominion ing. As a precedent, it quotes that. Pandlt Motilal 
Status, though useful in itself, was not the same as Nehru had invited such representatives to the ~l
the attainment of it, aDd that the Conference was Parties Conference tbat he had oonvened some tIme 
not intended to draft and pass a constitution ago The "Servant of India" has consistently held 
for India by a majority of votes, which will 'the ~iew, and rightly, that the representatives of the 
thereafter be binding on His Majesty's Government, _' subjeots of ·the Indian States have a plaoe at the 
but merely to afford guidance to His Maj!lsty's Gov- Round Table Conference. It follows from it that they 
ernment, who would subsequently submit draft have'a place at the preliminary All-Parties Conference 
proposals to Parliament. There is no need to.oavail at as w~ll. It is unfortunate, however, that neithm 
these statements. Nobody, not even the most fanatio the Princes nor the Government of India have allowed 
exponent of Dominion Status for India or of Indepen- the olaim. The Princes had declined the invitatio~ 
denoe will pretend that here and now it will be possible of Pandit MotUal Nehru on behalf of -the CongreBS 
for India to attain full Dominion Status. A period on the ground that they would not meet their subjects 
(If transition is inevitable. All that we need to seoure at an All-Parties Conference convened to discuss the 
is that the progress to full Dominion Status will depend external relations of the Princes with the Govern
on ourselves and not on periodioal examinations by ment of India. The Government's decision to 9lI:

British Commissions. The Viceroy was constitu- elude the subjects of the States from the Round 
tionally correct when he said that it was for His Table Conferenoe has only strengthened the reluo
Majesty's Government in the last instance to frame tance of the Princes. - If the Government, with its 
proposals to be submitted to Parliament. But he prestige, power and authority, oould not or did noli 
himself made it clear that the destiny of India was prevail on the Princes to permit their subjects to ~ 
in the hands of Indians themselves. If we have represented at the Round Table Conf~ence. the~ 18 

eonfidenoe in pursel ves, we have nothing to fear from very little chance of the Sapru Oommlttee ,prevailmg 
the mere reiteration of the constitutional position of on them to 'take a -different oourse. If the 'Sapm 
His Ma'eBty's Q9vernment. Oommittee invited bOth thePrine~, an} ~1'-e~, ~Ii~j~~ 
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• to. tite All·Parties Conference, the latter might attend, 
but not tha former. 

Under the circumstances, the Sepru Committee 
has two alternatives open : either to exclude both or 

.' invite only tbe Princes and leave out the subjects of . 
the States, The latter al ternative seems to be the 
wiser of the two, notwithstanding .the risk that the 
subjects of . the States will be disappointed. It is 
here contended that the exclusion will do the States' 
subjects no rsal harm and that they may well 
acquiesce in it. The presence of :the representsti ~es 
of the Prince.., however, is vital and must be secured. 

Government of India. Ther.. is hardly a singl .. 
British Indian leader, of whatever sohool of thought. 
who has not repudiated the constitutional theory 
advanced on behalf of the Princes that their relations 
are with the Crown direct and not with the Govern
ment ofIndia. To allow the contention of the Princes 
is to deny Dominion Status to India. The British 
Indian is bound to oppose most strenuouslY the 
claim oUhe Princes as it is incompatible with Domi
nion Status for India. It will thus be seen that, though 
for different reasons, the views althe subjects ofthe 
States and the British Indian politioians are identical 
with regard to the relations between the Princes and 
the Dominion Government of India. The subjects of 
the States have no separate interest apart from that 
of the British Indians to safegard and the latter can
not surrender the former's interl>St without sur
rendering their own claim. 

The subjects of the States have often repeated that 
they do not wish to bring up before the Round Table 
Conference the question of the internal administration 
In the various States. Their interest in the Round 
Table Conference is to see that the 'constitutional ra-

- lations between the Princes and the future Dominion 
Government of India should be the same as they are 
between them and the Government of India today. 
Secondly, they desire to secure economic justice to the 
States in the matter of customs revenue, etc. .As regards 
the latter, Mr. G. R. Abhyankar, in his Presidential 
Address to the recent Bhor State's Sul:jects' Conference, 
stated that "So far as this is concerned there is no 
conflict between the rulers and ruled." It is true he 
added that "if however any relief is to be given to 
the Indian Princes in this respect, it is absolutely 

'. necessary to see that this relief goes towards the 
·benefit of those who have been indireotly paying 
this taxation. .. But the disposal of the relief is a 
matter of internal administration, outside the P1l1'

"view of the Round Table Conference. It follows. 
-therefore, that the representation of the States' su~ 
jects is not essential for the purpose of safeguarding 
'their economic interests that will come up for discus
sion at the Conferenoe. But the representation of 
the Princes is essential. 

, The only other matter that will come up at the 
: Round Tallie Conference in which the subjects of the 
States have a vital interest is the constitutional one. 
The B~~jects of th.e States are profoundly dissatisfied, 
and :rlghtly, With the administration that now 
prevails ill them. They want it to be reformed and 
modernised. In their attempts to secure reform 
they come up against not only the Princes but the 

.. BUlerain Power, the Government of India. They are 
disappointed with the way the Government has dis

. charged its responsibilities. They have great faith 
and confidence that the Dominion Government of 
India will press to the full its moral and constitu. 
tional influence for the PUrpose of modernising the 
,amn,inistration of the States. They are, therefore, 
all%lOUS that the Dominion Government of India 
should inherit, without diminution or abatement the 
powers and obligations that the Government of I~dia 
today possesses over the States. They resist the 

.. • attempt made by the Princes to take themselves out 
of the control of the Dominion Government of India. 

. !h0ug~ the reasons may not be identioal, the 
BritIsh .Indlan poIitioian is at ~me with the subject of 
the Indi~n St&ta in upholding this view regarding 
the relatiOns between the Princes and the Dominion 

If there is any contlict of interest at all, it is 
between the Princes and the British Indians. The 
latter have made up their minds to secure Dominion 
Status. The Princes seem to hesitate to come under 
the .control of the Dominion Governmentof India. 
Notwithstanding ·the constitutional interpretation 
of the relations of the Princes with the Government 
of Indis, it is certainly desirable that their cordial 
consent should be secured if only to facilitate the 
attainment of Dominion Status and to give India 
a good chance to assimilate the new status. The 
co-<>peration of the Princes is useful from an other 
point of view. It will take a long time before the 
Indian Army can be completely Indianised, and in 
the meanwhile, it is difficult to say if and how long 
British officers will be available for service in India. 
The Indian Princes have their own armies, and they 
may have to take a real share in the defence of the 
country again...t external aggression. It may beoome 
necessary to make some conoossions to the Princes 
in order to secure their hearty co-<>peration. It will 
be to the eternal credit of India if the Princes attend
ed the Sepru Confetence and oame to an agree
ment here, on Indian soil. They may well remem· 
ber the patriotic action of the Samsrai in Japan 
on the threshold of the modern era in Japan. .As for 
the subjects of the States, their economic interests are 
safe, on their own showing, in the hands of the 
Prinoes ; and their constitutional interests are equal
ly safe in the handa of the British Indian politicians. 

.. PRACTICAL POLITIcs. " 

A ONE·DA Y STRIKE I 

A one-day strike that is threatened on the G. L P. 
Railway on the 4th of February and which, if 
it comes ahout even partially, is bound to cause 

dislocation and inoonvenienoe to the public, gives 
some food for thought to those who are connected 
with the Trade Union Movement in India. Apart 
from the merits of the present dispute to whioh I 
shall refer in a moment, it cannot be fOl'gotten that a 
strike on a railway is a strike with whioh the general 
public sre deeply concerned, and that the creation, and 
not the alienation, of their sympathy is an addition
al faotor of importance in suoh a strike. Have the 
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• railway men on the G. I. p. satisfied themselves and 
the public about the significance of a strike j(JT' ci day 
ollly and the result that it is likely to yield 1 An 
answer to this question will largely determine their 
bfYlU1 fides as trade unionists and their own position 
with the public. 

On the merits of the dispute, it is impossible to 
withhold one's sympathy with the G. I. P. railway
men. They have grievances the genuineness and 
seriousness of which cannot be doubted; they affect 
their conditions of life and service very matetially. 
That they had placed them before the authorities and 
waited long enough for some satisfaction is a fact. 
The attitude of the authorities has been found to be 
one not only of indifference but of callousness. They 
have shown a tendency to defer consideration of even 
minor grievances till such time that their redress al
most invariably synchronises with the presentation 
of other grievances, thereby removing the grace of 
their action and' allowing the list of unredressed 
grievences to swell. Their organisation and continua.
tion of advisory committees on a wrong, one might 
almost· say mischievous, basis, is one of their methods 
of "divide and rule" and has been a sore point with the 
railway men. The latter have thus a clear case and 
are justified in drawing out the last weapon in their 
armoury, the declaration of an industrial strike, upon 
the failure of other weapons to yield the desired 
result. 

The G. I. P. Ry. Staff Union, therefore, offered 
some three months ago, under the advice of its able 
and level-headed Secretary, Mr. S. C. Joshi, its hand of 
cooperation to the G. I. P. Railwaymen's Union and 
pleaded for joint preparation and joint action. Joint 
preparation, such as further organisation, intensive 
propoganda and collection of funds, is, it will be 
recognised, a condition precedent to and essential 
for joint action in the case of a lac and twenty 
thousand men, of whom only twenty thousand have 
come under the organisation· of the two Unions, if 
such joint action is to have a fair chance of success. 
That offer of co-operation was unceremoniously 
rejected by the G. I. P. RaiJwaymen's Union, of which 
Messrs. R, S. Ruikar and F. J. Ginwala are, for the 
moment, the guiding (1) spirits; and the latter started 
the stunt of a one-day strike. Thus with their own 
hands they have killed the chance of unity which, is 
a vitaJ factor in any industrial action but which, in 
their arrogance, they seem to consider of little impor
tance as compared with their latest stunt. With 
their alleged strength of 40,000 members they seem to 
be so sure of coercing the Railway Administration 
into submission by flourishing the wand of one day's 
strike that they do not attach any importanoe to Mr. 
Joshi's well-knit organisation of 7,000 members, 
and to the very large mass of unorganised workers. 
This is indeed a kind of 'self-confiidence from whioh 
even Mossolini may draw fresh inspiration. 

What is this stunt of a one-day strike? How is 
it to be interpreted 1 Is it an industrial action or a 
political one 1 If the former, has it a ohanoe of 
suooess in the twinkling of an eye and against the 
oombined forces of capitalism and reaotion and with-· 
out the required unity bijtween at least the two 

Unions behind it 1 W ill it, at any rate, result in 
bringing the unorganised mass of the G. I. P. Rail. 
waymen together so as to prepare them for a future 
combined action 1 Cannot this objeot be achieved, 
without a show of a one-day strike of doubtful utility 
by intensive propaganda amongst the rank and file? 
Has the baJlot of the members of the Union, prescrib
ed under its own rules, been taken, and, if so, what is 
its result? Why has this industriaJ action been 
confined to one day only? If the workers are ready 
for sacrifice, is it not necessary in the interest of 
honesty and purity of the movement that the fight 
should have the semblance of a fight so that the men 
themselves should get some idea of their 
strength as against that of their employers so as 
to enable them to make up their defioiency be
fore the next struggle comes up? If, on the other 
hand, the interpretation of the stunt is to be a poli
tical one, I must raise my voice of protest again that 
move. In the present condition of the Indian workers 
it is dangerous to make them the scapegoat in a 
political fight. For the moment I leave out of 
account every consideration other than this: that 
if they fare badly in a political stl'ike, the reaction, 
that the failure brings in, is such that they are likely 
to decline to take any action, however mild it 
may be, on industrial issues of the mo~t vitaJ im
portance. Such a result is a death blow to the trade 
union movement and every honest trade unionist 
must set his face in a most determined manner 
against such a move. The public have before them 
the Presidential speech of Pandit JawaharlaJ Nehru 
at the Lahore Congress in which he has advocated 
the organisation: of strikes as one of the methods in 
the ensuing politicaJ struggle and also the amend
ment, though defeated, of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose to 
the Independence resolution of the Congress in which 
he had also advocated political strikes of workers ; 
they have also before them the Communist philosophy 
of general strikes and Mr. Ruikar's faitb. in their 
efficacy. The G. I. P. Railwaymen's Union owes it 
to the other trade unionists and the public to give 
satisfactory replies to these questions so as to remove 
the suspicion lurking in the public mind about its 
object in launching this one day's Strike. Till those 
replies are forthcoming, one can only Bupport the 
decision of Mr. S. C. Joshi's Union that the railway 
workers should not join the strike, but at the some 
time they should give no help of any kind to the 
Railway Administration in their dealing with the 
strike, if it takes place, and to the G. I. P. R~il way
men's Union. 

R. R. BAKHALE. 

INDIA AND U. s. 

I N a paper read before the East India Association 
Mr. B. K. Ratcliffe, formerly Editor of the 

Statesman, explained the peculiar importanoe 
of the subjeot of India to a large section of the Arne-
rican publio and dwelt on tbe need of understanding 
publio opinion in North America on the part of the 
British in England as well as in India and the Indian 
people. Mr. Ratoliffe olaims as a discovery of his own 
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the sociological observation that India and U. S. are 
more alike than any two cauntriesintheworld and the 
.array of resemblances that he gives is almost irresisti
ble. The Philippines offers a parallel to British 
India in the matter of a demand for self.government 
made by a people deeply divided by race, religion 
and social habits, but the methods of government 
followed latterly in Philippines offer litHe, in his 
·opinion, by way of a parallel for India. Although the 
Indians are not excluded from U. B.like the Japanese 
they suffer from the disability of being denied Ame
rican citizenship by the decree of the Supreme Court ; 
lind Mr. Ratcliffe expressess a surprise that this is 
done on the basis of the unscientific label of the Cau-

· casian in spite of the great advance of anthroplogy 
in U. S. Although· he bewails the lot of those 
indians who were deprived of their holdings and 
other property as a result of the loss of citizenship 
he is content that those who were not proceeded 
against are left in peaceful possession of their pro
perty and are allowed to bring up families which will 
he recognized as Americans. He notes the curious 
ract that a number of Indians in U. S. have been 
identified with the political opinions of the Indian 
lert wing and have carl'ied on activities directly 
related to the subversive movements in India. 

Speaking of" Mother India, .. Mr. Ratcliffe said 
that by people accustomed to free debate upon social 
questions Miss Mayo was condemned as a strongly 
prejudioed observer; in women's clubs and among 

· churchgoers however her picture of Indian social life 
was regarded as substantially accurate, showing the 

· superiority of American civilization to the strange 
systems of the E9st. With regard to opium he is 

-oynical enough to believe that Americans can speak 
and aot with emphasis on the extinotion of the opium 
.traffio because opium is not a oause of embarrassinent 
·to any department of Government in Washington; 
in spite of this he admits we ought to feel indebted to 
the Foreign Policy Association of New York and 
to other bodies for the serious study of the opium ques
tion and for informed criticism and constructive 
suggestion. It is quite correct tosaythatmodern India 
with its multifarious awakening could not have 
oome into existence without the Christian missionary 
and the schoolmaster. Although the part played by 
American missions in India has been small, Mr. 
Ratcliffe believes that in the coming years there will 
be a great expansion of educational and medioal 
work done by them, especially the latter 
·owing to the marvellous agenoy, as he calls it, of the 
great Rockefeller Foundation oreated in 1913 .. to 
promote the well-being of mankind throughout the 
world". 

The interest of U. S. in India is what strikes the 
English traveller as something actual and wide-

· spread, and Mr. Ratcliffe opines that the direct relation
ship of commeroe and culture between America and 
Asia is oertain to be augmented in future; he equally 
anticipates that America will influence the India of 
-ooming years to an increasingly larger extent. In 
the matter of public health India provides some of 
the great tasks for s"nitary scienoe and preventive 
medicine; similarly it is possible he says that the 

zeal of American social reformers would be stimula
ted to meet the challenge offered by India's untoucha
bles. In reality the task of liberating India from 
disease belongs, as he says, to the British research 
workers and administrators co-operating with Indians 
in order to seoure the financial backing for the neces
sary schemes. In politics the American press, he 
tells us, will furnish more Indian news than British 
papers willthink fit to supply; the result is the Indian 
events are followed with critical interest by the 
American public. There is a sardonic humour about 
his confession that in the civilized world. there are 
not many groups of people that are given to speaking 
well of the British in India; in particular America 
is certain to be lavish in her oriticism, considering 
that she has taken upon herself the r61e of giving 
active sympathy to every people struggling to be free 
from an alien rule. At the same time he is certain 
that a large part of the American public will be 
ready to show sympathy with a friendly power in an 
unexampled difficulty, when the British Government 
address themselves in the coming year to the constru
c~ion of a scheme of self-government for India. 

From 1922 Gandhi became for the American 
people one of the outstanding personalities of the 
world and the American imagination, he says, has 
baen struck by the spectacle of a man renouncing the 
whole of modernity and defying the mightiest impe
rial authority of the present time .. In Mr. Ratcliffe's 
opinion Gandhi embodies a complete negation of the 
American idea, history, habit and ambition. During 
the discussion on the paper Sir Albion Banerji and 
Mr. Rushbrook Williams stressed the necessity for a 
bridge of understanding between India and U. S. and 
the latter suggested the continuation of the system of 
the exohange of professors formerly arranged by the 
Government of India. Mr. Rushbrook Williams fur
ther said that there was a strong body of public 
opinion in U. S. which desired to force on every 
Asiatio people the American prescription for happi
ness and warned the Americans against tactlessness 
and discourtesy in their efforts in the direction of 
sanitation and medical relief in India in view of the 
fact that India had attained a considerable degree of 
self·respect. 

V.N.G, 

THE LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE 

THE two major aims of the League, as defined by 
the Preamble to the Covenant are: ( 1) "to 
promote international cooperation," and ( 2 ) "to 

achieve international peace and security." Of these 
the second is by far the more important and the one 
by which the League must ultimatel y be judged, for 
long before the League came into existence various 
forms of international co-operation were practised, 
and natural evolution would have led these activi
ties to where the Lesgue has led them, even in the 
absenoe of the formidable organisation at Geneva. 
Much of the dissatisfaotion which now exists abou!; 
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the. ,League and a great deal of disillusionment 
regarding i~ are due, to the slow, much too slow, 
progress ooncerning the security of international 
IJIlace. It is indeed so slow that serious students do 
not now hesitate to say that if no tetter results are 
shown in the immediate future, the League would 
without doubt find itself beaten by the forces mak
ing for war.' It would, at the present rate, sopn be 
a matter of simple calculation to tell the probable 
time of the next 'war on whose .certain effects even 
the pessimists dare nct dwell. Consequently, as 
Mr. Delisle. Burns points out in his new book on 
Democracy, the next decade is fateful for this deci
sion, and there is a widespread conviction that 
the forthcoming Naval Conference in London will 
be the most important of all single events determin
ing the future. Even if only for this general belief, 
this Conference is the greatest diplomatic event 
since the Peace Treaty. 

THE PROSPECTS. 

A writer in, the Christian S:ience Monito,-, 
always a well-informed journal, sums up the pros
pects in a nutshell when he says :-

The atmosphere is more hopeful than it has been 
before. and there can be no doubt about the warmth of 
friendship and tbe earnestness of intention of the two 
leading naval powers. Yet the praotioal problems are 
still uDs.olved. 

What are the practical problems? On the American 
side there is willingness to admit that 

Parity is DOt, in this cODnection. a mathematical ex
pression. It may, on the contrary. prove to be a mystical 
expression. 1:0 the whole realm of nature not even two 
blades of grass enjoy parity-muoh less complex organi~ 
astions like countries I It is idle, as one publicist affirms. 
to define parity as $triot equality in the number of ships 
in eaoh oategory; for if one oan use to advantage ships of 
a certain category. and another country oannot, then 
parity is immediately disturbed. But more: even though 
there were on both aides the Bame number of identioal 
gons, how 'Would it be possr~le to obtain parity in the men 
bohind 'he gun. ! 

And yet parity is not a meaningless term, sinoe we 
all know what we mean by it. We mean that at Jeast 
there should be no visible and avoidable superiority on the 
part of the ODe or the other. We mean that. without· 
inquiring too 0108ely into the nioeties' of tonnage distribu
tion, We aoknowledge a theoretical a·quality. Even tbough 
parity be only nominal, there will, at any rate. be establi. 
abed a parity of prestige. 

But it is precisely with regard to this "parity of 
prestige" that the greatest difficulties are apt to 
arise. Quite apart from the question of Anglo-Ameri
can relations, there are the Franco-Italian affairs 
to be considered; and with regard to them, parity, 
80 far from being the magic expression it is in COll

nection with Anglo-Americaan conversations, is a 
term mischievous in its effects. It will be far better 
to talk of ship-building programmes instead of 
parity- to begin with concrete figures instead of 
questions of prestige. Somehow or other the Franc(I
Italian.controversy must now be closed and it can
not h closed by a solemn repudiation of war, on 
the Part of representative statesmen (on account of 
the Latin temperament) but only by setting up a 
definite machinery for "sanctions". Hence the pro
JIOSal for a Mediterranean f Lccarno, the essence of 

which is an invita'.iol1 to England to stand betweell 
France and Italy, to guarantee that the Frenoh. 
Atlantic fleet shall not enter the Mediterranean .. 
and to bring pressure on a belligerent nation, or . 
at least to keep the ring. Such a proposal will only 
with the utmost difficulty find favour.in Great;. 
Britsin in the' present political situation in the 
country, and for all practical purposes, it would 
amount .to strengthening the sanctions involved 
in the League Covenant to which the Unit.ed States 
Government is opposed and against whicQ the 
Kellogg Pact is prinoipally directed. And yet 
if a Three-Power accord between Great 1;lritain. 
Japan, and America is not expanded into
a Five-Power accord including France and Italy, 
not only would the impression of an Anglo-Americsn 
alliance be so strong as to make the aocord littl~ 

effective as an instrument ofpeaoe, but also for that 
very reason it would hardly stand a chance of being 
accepted by the American Senate. It is not surpris
ing the!efore thst the publication of the French 
Memorandum on the Conference gave rise to such a. 
feeling of apprehension. 

THE FREEDOM OF THE SEAS. 
Moreover, can the question of the Freedom of the 

Seas be really burked any longer, and is the present 
politicaJ. situation in England suitable for a serious 

. consideration of this issne? Let each answer for 
himself. I shall content myself by citing the
American correspondent to whom I have already 
referred_ He says :-

From tbe American viewpoint, the- British 8oknow-· 
ledgment that the United States is not regarded as in an. 
inferior position navaU.,. is all important. The abandon .. 
ment ot the dootrine that Britannia rules the waves alone
is 80 profound in its flignificance that. it would be unwis& 
to quibble overmuch about precile ways and meaDS. 

Everywhere I was told that the problem of freedom of' 
tbe •••• had .oaroely been mentioned at W •• hing1on and 
would not be admitted 00 the London programme. Doubt
leIS this cautious attitude is justifiable OD the part of tbe-
authorities; but I frankly fell to oonsidering the implioa
tions of parity. Whenever it was asserted that freedom. 
of the leas would not be debated, I replied that if it were
not debated It would be beoau.e 'he problem no longer 
exists in the old sense; for the aoknowledgment of parity 
by Great Britain surely implies the British ,abandonmert 
of the right to enforoe a blockade against the will of the
United Statal. It is quite illogioal to agree on parit, and. 
still to olaim superiority. 

But further: if the British CaD no longer logically COD.'"' 

trol the saas without the consent of th&
United States. the United States has. in initiating and 
signing the Paat of Paris, reDounced ft~ right to trade·· 
.... ith a belliger.nt. How far this i. omaially admitted i. 
doubtfu~ but though prudenoe may diotate offioial silenco 
it is obvious to the onlooker that the old ~ight9 of neutrals 
have been souUled ky the Kellogg Pao'. 
Fortunately the British.know how to let sleeping. 

dogs lie and they are not likely to show any hast& 
to deal with the implications mentioned above. But 
the British have been leal-ning lat~ly that "to sit 
tight" is nct, only uncomfortable, but also, in the· 
rapid development in the international situation to
day, impossible. President Hoover is. an energetic 
man and all who read his Armistice Day speech pro
posing the inclusion o( food slips (with hospital 
ships) among vessels exempted from conditions.. 
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~overning blockade would not need to be told th.t· 
-'he last of it has nct yet been heard. There is a logio 
-<If events in America's participation in the organi-
'sation for pesce: first oame the Kellogg Pact, and 
then the membership of the World Court, and now 

. the question of an executive to sustain the decisions 
of the Court has become urgent. "The sanctions of 
the League Covenant," has been the answer so far, 
and Great Britain still maintains that the differences 
.as to the operation of thsse sanctions arising hetween 
the members of the League only shall be referred to 
the World Court. Will the United States, which 

,stands outside the League, accept this position as 
tinal? That in essence is the ultimate prohlem before 
the London Naval Conference. 

Geneva, J a.wry 8. 

?levieu1s. = 
THE NATURE OF LAW. 

..JURIDICAL ESSAYS AND STUDIES. By JOHN 
C. H. WOo (The Commercial Press, Shanghai. 
1928. 24cm. 267p. $3.00. 

'THIS collection of essays written hy the author from 
.time to time is a remarkable work in more ways than 
-one. It is the work of an erudite Chinese scholar 
·-on an essentially Western science and is remarkable 
.alike for its firm grasp of the principles and doctrines 
-of law and legal philosophy of the West and for its 
.brilliant analysis and oriticisms of accepted theories 
3rom a refreshingly original standpoint. 

The essays are arranged in three groups the first 
~onsisting of "Constructive Essays", the s~cond of 
"'Critical Essays" and the third of "Studies in Chinese 
Law." The fourth group consists of discussions by 
-others on the author's contributions. Three of the 
-essays in the first group are in French and one In 
-German, the remaining four being in English. 

In the constructive essays the author mostly 
.1'estates and develops doctrines which he' had already 
arrived at earlier in his oritioal essays and the author 
is not wrong when he asks to be judged as a legal 
philosopher by his two essays on Stammler and 
Holmes in the oritioal section. 

Although the essays bear evidence of a most ex
tensive reading of the author in philosophy and juris
prudence, his juristio theories and opinions have 
been most profounly influenoed by the theories of 
Holmes snd Stemmler, with both of whom the author 
.has had the privilege of personal intimacy. One 
'would hllve thought thllt, barring the inevitllble points 
·of oontaot between men who are born in the seme age 
and have imbibed the seme culture, it would be hard 
,to find two legal philosophers who were more wide 
apart in their viewpoints and opinions than Holmes 
and Stemmler. Yet the author is equally enthusi
-estio about the opinions of both and endeavours to 
establish that the antithesis of these great jurists is 
really subsumable under a greater synthesis and that 
iIle two thinkere are only loOking at law eaoh from 
~ different view point whioh ia not irreoonoilable 
'WIth the view-point of the other. 

; ." The modern tendency in all branohes of _spien~ 
may be summed up as, in substance, a pursuit of. thll:, 
concrste. Philosophy, as well Be physioa .. and,. 
mathematioa, has developed on the basis.of abstrll--' 
cUons to suob an extent 88 to generate an illusion~ 
th.t those abstraotions are the reality. The modern.: 
pursuit of tbe soiences is to' draw attention tOr 
and emphasise, the ooncrstness of reality. Whav. 
Bergson has done to philosophy, Einstein has. 
done to physioa and mathematics. The same move-, 
ment of thought may be traced in Holmes's View' 
of Law, whioh the: author haa adopted and developed 
in his essay on "The Juristic Philosophy of Justioe 
Holmes," in the following words: 

"Law is thus a matter of: prediotion. ·It dose 
not even consist of rules already recognised and aoted 
on, as Salmond would define it; it oonsists of' the 
rules which the Courts will probably reoognise or 
act on. This is no definition, to be . sure. It is an 
apercu of what law actually is. It is of psycholo
gical, not of logioal or mathematical, essenoe. Psyoho
logioally law is a scienoe of prediction par.excellll1lCe • 
It concerns primarily our future interests; people do 
not study csses for pleasure, but generally with a 
view to anticipating what oourta will do when future 
cases arise. One oonstllntly refers, it is true, to past
csses as so many repositories of the law, but in the' 
last analysis this. is done almost always with the in
tention of showing that there is sufficient ground for 
believing that the courts will act in suoh and auoh a 
way in future." 

This extremelY pragmatical view of the laW' 
would seem to indioate an end of juridical soience, 
except as a branch of sooiology or anthropology, and 
one might add that, in this view, there would seem 
to be really no basis for antioipation or prediction' 
either. For, what could be "1M 8"jJicionl ground" for 
believing thllt the oourts will aot in suoh and such a 
way, unless there are some abiding principles on tha 
basis of which such prediction may be founded? 

Far different is the point of view of Stammler 
who emphasises, as against the historical school; the 
permanence of the norms of justioe on whioh law is 
bssed. Stammler recognises, no less than Hoimes, 
that the oontent of law oonsists of the "particularitieS 
of a historioally conditioned will," but he insists that 
that is not the whole of law. Behind the ohanging 
content there is the methodically co-ordinated form 
of juridical notion. In other words, la,w hy a 
rational as well as a historical content, as Vico would 
say, or both a logical or a priori and a psychologi
oal or eml'irical content, BS Stemmler himself puts it;. 

Dr. Wu reoognises the truth in Stammler's phi
losophy and the difference between the two thoughts. 
aooording to him lies in this that one is the oonoep
tual and the other the perceptual view of law. And. 
the synthesis whioh he offers is that the law must be 
looked at as a whole, and the oonceptual and peroep
tual view-points must be combined in a synthetic one. 
So far nobody will be disposed to .dispute his proposi
tion. But when he proceeds to formulate the form of 
this synthesis as consisting in the hypoth~is. of l~ ... 
as a thing-in-itself which, IIoCcording to hlm.~:~Sl!-



ea:i,n:b9tp; the peroeptual and·concepruar VIeWS of it, 
·ooe would be disposed to'demur. For one thing this' 
:vtiiw of iawas a thihg~in-itselfruns wh~lly 'counter 
to the 'vi~w that the' oilly muity is conerete, and 
Uierefore, to the wliole philosophy of Holmes. Be
sides this vi~w of iaw asa thing-in-itself, apart from 
being a none too intelligible notion, is not very help. 
ful either. For the thin'g-in-itself which seems to be 
postulsted is nothing more or less than a rational or 
ethical concept, which is ex h'IPothesi conceptual. 
, . 'Dr.' Wu's solution does' nOt, therefore, seem to 

take us any where nearer a solution of the conflict. 
The true synthesis seems to lie in looking upon law 
as an essentiallY'rationarand ethical, though an em
pirically determined, entity. 

It is nOt. possible within the limits of this re
view to do anything beyond barely indicating the 
nature of the problem and its solution. But we must 
not be' understood to underestimate the value of Dr. 
W.u's,contribution to the learning on the subject, be. 
OBui!e:we find ourselves forced to disagree from his 
conolusion. On this as well as on all the other topics 
dealt. with by the learned author; he has brought to 
bear an extraordinary amount of learning and erudi
tion and an exoeptionally acute and' oritical intellect 
and he has given his views an extremely thought·pro.
voking expressioD. He appears to us to have succeed
ed much more in his critic!!,l, an.d expository essays 
than in his constructive efforts. 

The third part of the essays are 0. most interest
ing contribution to the knowledge of the world. In 
tl)is has been given for the first time a translation of 
sev~~al ancient Chinese legal documents which will 
doubtless be read with interest by historics!. jurists. 
The contribution would perhaps have been of greater 
value,if the- renderings had been done by a scholar 
less desply imbued with the notions of modern juris
prudence. For, as Holmes observed in a letter' writ
ten to the author, it is difficult to avoid the suspicion 
that vaguer and cruder. notions have been translated 
by,terms involving a more developed conception of 
law .. 

NARES C. SEN-GUPTA. 

MANDATE SYSTEM. 
THE MANDATES SYSTEM IN RELATION TO 
:" AFRICA AND THE PACIFIC ISLANDS. 

ByELlZA!lETH VAN MANEN-HELMER. (King.) 
'. 1929. 220m. 331p. 15/-. 

Tkts '. feebie system haS come into being owing t; 
the probity of character and indefatigable efforts of 
.the lste President Wilson. After the defeat of the 
Q£rmans, the,victorious powers were, shamelessly 
'and in spite of their war·time slogan of "no annexa
.tion. and no indemnities," all for outright annexa
'tions!' Only'President Wilson was faithful to his 
• principles. . But the adroitness and cunning of the 
notorious opportunibt, Lloyd George, tricked this 
simpleton Wilson ,into accepting a system "which 

· (' we -quote tbe 'authoress's words) would be the 
· mandates system in· principle, but which would 
"come in practice all near /18 possible to complete annexa
',ti01l'/<.(P. a7). .lUs little llIiort of annexation because 
·th, l;e~rj,tori~s are "to be administered aainlegral par
!iOf\B.q{ l/le11!jnda/ory' 8liJle:subjilct only to ir. few 

-zeiltrictions to saNguatd the-tnteresh oUhe «latives of 

• 
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':those territories a, very elastio ,phraseology arid which!. ~ 
'J"would not include the 'open door' and. equality of 
'treatment of, otheI:' members of the,League .in regard. 
to immigration." That this system means virtual an ... 
. nexation is again proved by the fact that, to quote the-' 
authoress again, "the line which divides the admini
stration of a country as an integral part of another 
country, and the actual incorporation of the· 
first country into the seoond is not very broad and 
not very easy to define. The Commission also has 
not attempted to define it" (p. 203). That it meant. 
and possibly means, actual annexation in the eyes of 
certain mandatories is again vividly brought to, 
light by some school manuals which taught the 
students that "the mandated territories had been 
purely and simply annexed to the colonial dominions 
of the mandatory powers" ( p. 156). Far more
convincing proofs of this attitude can be found in 
the Tanganyika Official Gazette, of Oct. 18, 1925, in 
the declaration made by no less a person than the
British Secretary of State for Colonies at an East 
African banquet. There he said that he would like 
"to correct the idea that there was something tran-· 
sient in their hold upon Tanganyika, It was as 
essentially pa,rt to the British framework as any 
other Protectorate." In the Tanganyiko. Exh,bition 
Handbook prepared for the British Empire Exhibi
tion, there was not the least mention of Tanganyika 
being a mandated territory. In spite of all this, how 
the authoress can be so optimistio about the prospec
tive success of this system, we fail to know. We 
think that the system is an eye-wash, and was in
tended as a salve to the tortured soul of simple
Wilson. 

The weakness of this system of trusteeship on 
behalf of the League is further enhanced by the fact 
chat there is no adequate sanction behind it. In case
a mandatory power fails to discharge its responsibi-. 
lities, there is nogteaterpunishment than publicity, 
and no competent agency always willing even to 
inflict that f1ea-tite-like punishment. The authoress 
herself admits that publiCity is a "feeble weapon," 
but. her indomitable optimism impels her to say that. 
though feeble, it 'is not to be scorned.' And yet ~he . 
has to admit that very few members of the Assembly 
of the League are willing to inflict this pin.prick. 
She says ( p. 152 ) : 

"The chief difficulty encountered in the Assembly 
in regard to mandates is that of finding speakers who
will take enough interest to bring up the subject of 
mandates ... so far Dr. Nansen of Norway has been, 
the oilly person who has most regularly brought up 
the subject ... There must be !nore members who will 
dare to criticise the mandatory powers." 

This conclusively shows the patent weakness of 
this system. The mandates are practically a euphe
mism for annexation. Their real nature is exposed 
by a British Colonial Secretary. Granting however 
that they mean trusteeship, there is no punishment 

. excep~ criticism which can he inflicted on the trustees 
if they prove faithless. How muoh the powers care 
for criticism is known to the whole world. Allowing 
however that the mandatory Powers do care for 
public opinion; who is there even to criticise them 
roundly in the Assembly except the solitary figure of 
Dr. Nansen? Supposing that men like Dr. Nansen 
move the Assembly and initiate discussion on the 
mandates, what is the result? The discussion is post
poned for want of sufficient information or some such 
excuse. If it is taken up again in future sessions of 
the Permanent Mandates Commission or of the
Assembly what happens? The Commission, if 
at all it summons sufficient courage, makes "too
modest a recommendation" (p. 142) or "sacrifioes the, 
substance for the appearance" ~ . The writer herself' 
says, 



~l'HE:. SER fAllT ,~ lNJ..ll'A. 

, j,:-'!TheColIlIllission- hils let thinge come to .... ~. fbut:o~ s~i~:i~~Jtu~iollll' ha;~' ~;V.e,tL:,!IlI~nllg'!'l t~~ 
4lefore taki~ any notice of .them.;, .. :ltshou~d cul?- ilullp .tQelie unfit t!> li,!e" grow and multiply. Th.,totaJ.: 
vate the habit-of c~ling blaclt' black and white whIte ;resulto(,all this .. is t)lat,pur, :stPClk is dagener .. ting. .; .. ~ 
and or.recommending that the black black .. be taken r' 'Th t-.-l I t· . f th. th' . ~""'--ted.at __ t IQok, stock and barrel" " ..' . , ., e..... popu!' Ion o. e ear. ts: "':.'uwo _ 1 

The authorees mentions elsewhere that the : 2,000,000,000 "nd. IS ·at present IncreasIng at,the .. 
<lommission's task (another word for submis.iveness) :rate of 12,500,000 per. year! Now even with all tha: 
is at times "exasperation" (p. 190), and we agree with discoveries of science, the maximum amount of food: 
her. This much then for oontrol of the Commission that can be obtained from the earth is not unlimited 
over th~ mandatory powers. There comes the Assem- on account of the simple faot that the tOtal surfac;' 
bly. mfluenoe over them. And what does the . . . . - .. ' 
Assembly of the League usually do? We qaot8 the - of the earth ~s lImIted. M~reover, we must take- It In-
authoress again :-"1he assembly is usually ready to to account that the depOSits of coal, oil and other· 
-congratulate or find extenuating circumstances for minerals, essential to a oivilised lifa, are strictly 
!he lI!andatory Powers." One oan, thus very well limited. Are we then going to obey the command-. 
lIDagme what control these two bodies oan have on ment "increase and multiply" until the earth can 
the mandatory powers. . -., 

Being thus very little handicapped by the nature no longer sustal~ the human populatIon? Should 
.of the mandates, and by the machinery of oontrol the we not as rational men and warnell r.egulata 
administration in the mandated territories goes o~ as the rate. of itwrease in popUlation in such a way that 
merril". '\II if they were annexed to the regions of the 'it is just suffioient to bring about a healthy 
mandatOl'Y. powers. The wors~ offender in flouting competition, conduoive to progress? , 
the aut~orIty of the mandates In several ~.spe.cts is Moreover at present it is the better' clas.!! of 
the U man Government. South-West AfrIca 18 the . ' '. . . 
only country of the mandated ones which can be population; and therefore the more deSIrable panoht, 
inhabited by the whites. It is given over to the that has directly or indireotly to support the UIto' 
Union Government for administration. But there desirable population, and help it to "multiply". 
the interest~ of 20,000 whites rule supreme and the This ridiculous state of things causes the better el ... 
200,000 ,natIves go to th? wal~. Th~ authoress says:- ments in society to put anartifioial and acoording, 
The Umon Government s polIcy IS based upon the .. ' -
assumption that "the main pUrPose of the native's to the author, an unduly low hmltto the number of 
existence is to work for the white man." The result children they c,.n give birth to. In other words, in
.of this policy is either depopUlation or discontent in creased sanitation, state hospitals, unenwlyment doles.: 
the areas administered. The Tanganyika Medical orphanages and the like are all tending towards in-' 
R:eport (1924) shows how work.for Europeans means creasing the undesirable type of citizen at the cost 
dIsease or death for the nab ves. The authoress. ,. -
admits in one place that the policy of the mandatory of the desIrabl? ?ne.. The remedIes suggested by tlul 
Powers towards nstive labour is the touchstone of Buthor are sterllIsation.of the unfit. (those who .havt;! 
their faith~ulness ; so long they have failed in that hereditary .. defects, and . who BTe mentally an~ 
test.. Again, the brea,?h of the man~atesis evident in . physically unfit, etc.), j;)irth.control propagan,d8j, 
the Increase of the lIquor traffic In the mandated, b h _... d h d' II 
territories in which it was intended that it shonld espeC1all~ among t e poor, t e we~ an t e l$ease, 
-decrease or disappear I The only exception to this is a regulatlOn of the total populatlQn of the worlctbY[ 
New Zealand which has enforoed prohibition in international agreement, passing of laws by whjcb, 
Western Samoa. . . ' . the right to marry: will have. to be establishe~ 
, .It !s ~e that the mandates system;is new ana by each individual o~ the strength of medical-al\~ 
yet Ifn Its Infancy. But if we look facts squarely in other certificates eto. eto. Some of these methods 
the ace, we cannot ohare the optimism of the h ' .' b t th . d' h> 
authoress 88 to the future suocess of it till human may' seem ~at er utopian, u .' ere IS. no' ~u • 
Ilature is more purified and ennobled than now. ahout the urgent need for II sane populatIon polley • 
. ' V M BRAT Dr. White has done an eminent service to humanity. 

" • in writing this book and bringing the subjeot before 
the oivilised world, 

D. D. KARVE. THE BURDEN 01<' POPULATION. 
POSTERITY IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE 
. PHILANTHROPY, AND POPULATION: 

DElvlOCHAT AND DICTATOR . . By FRANK W. WWTE. '(Watts & Co., London.) 
. 200m. 139p. 2/6. .. LEN I.N.By VALER1N: M4RClJ._.Tr",~by': E. W. 
IN this little book of about 1'0 pages, the author~'has DICKS. (Gollancz, London.) 1928. 230m. j19p. 
presented the oase for a sane control of the popula. 21/-
tion of the world in II most foroeful way, The·strug. THIS is an exoellently written book. Almost the 
gle for existence, that is oonstently going on a round first feature that will strike tha reader is the literary 
'1s results in all 0,..a3, excapt th .. t of msn, in the sur- quality of its style, From cover to cove" it is grip:. 
vivaI of the fittest. The ";eaker, diseased or;abnormaJ ping and is throughout forceful ani! 'fitlJofgril!i&;' 
types are automatioally destroyed whUe:the stronger. The author is very obviously a· great ce.cimirer· iOf 
healthier and normal types survive and propagate, Lenin and of the work he did iD Russi... Buttha 
'rh~ has in fact !Jeen theohief botol in the!evolution treatment is thoroughly objective. lit orisp pluases'. 
of life upon this world of ours. Bu·t what do we . see with dramatio dii-eetnes;' that is sometimes thrilling, 
in the oase of m .. n? The gre~ advances in preventi ve he describes t!).e hard but glorious lifll of the RtiSr 
medioine during the last couple ofj ~nturies have sian revolutionary. As may be expected, nearly nalf 
.enabled evan the Unfit to lJIlrVive .nd to produce pr~ the hook deals with the Dictator of tile ,-SOvfe~ 
088nyas degenerated as themselves. Not· ouly that, • Republic. but tqe other balf whiCh, 'l!,ilitl!r8s LeniIL 

• • .. : I. \J ........ ,'; .~. • .: 



[J.UJUARY 30, 1930. 
---=-=-=-==--~-=--~-~--~~==-----.--------------------------
in ,~Jtilil' uilo less interesting. As a boy he saw' 
his bi'other snatched away from him to be shot for an 
attempt made cn the life of the Tsar. The memory 
sank deeply into the mind of the impressionable 
youth. F'rom that day onward his one object in 
life came to be to put an end to Tsardom. Whether he 
was in Russia hiding from the authorities for the 
sake of dear life Dr whether he was in exile sending 
code messages for his fellow conspirators in the 
mother country, his vision thenceforward never 
wavered from his idea. Karl Marx had deeply im
pressed his mind and he was always planning to 
carry out the doctrines of the master. But thirty 
years of precious life had to be spent as an exile be
fore he could gain his object of a revolution in his 
country, The first revolution was a bourgeoisie 
affair with which he was not satisfied. And next 
oame the second one of which he was the head. But 
no sooner was it accomplished than troubles arose 
on all sides. The peasants divided the land among 
themselves according to his decree and promptly 
forgot all about the revolution. The workets 
were dissatisfied and they had to be placated. 
Then there was the war at the western front where 
millions of Russian soldiers were rotting without 
food and without arms. And on the top of all came 
green-eyed John Bull now supporting this general 
and now that against Moscow. Lenin found that to 
bring about a Revolution, difficult though it had been, 
was far easier than to maintain it. He had luke
warm allies and indifferent ones with whom he had 
to work in harness. His own life was in danger. But 
a dogged pertinaoity carried him through. Tho\lgh 
in the name of democracy, he was obliged to assume 
dictatorship. And he worked and drudged as no 
galleyslave ever worked and drudged. But life it
self was ebbing away from him. Barely six years 
after he had come to power, he lay on his death-bed, 
an irreparable physioal wreck. To admire the man 
is not to admit his doctrine. The 'able author has 
indeed breathed life into his lines and to read the 
book once is to feel tempted to read it again and yet 
again. 

S. P. SARMA. 

(!t:on.upouitu.ct. 
BACKING THE WRONG HERSE. 
To THE EDITOR, . TIlE SEBVANT OF INDIA. 

BIR,-Under the above headline Dr. Naresh Ch. Sen
Gupta, a Calcutta Advooate, formerly Professor of 
Law and Deen of the Faculty of Law at Dacca, takes 
Pandit Jawaharlal to task for what he considers a 
barren and negative pronouncement in the Congress 
at Lahore .. Curiously enough, Dr. Sen-Gupta approves 
the .. socialist" exu1:erance of the Pandit-President 
whioh for a great majority of thinking men may 
appear to be the President's weak point in an other
wise brilliant address. 

. Dr. Sen-Gupta deolares himself"a socialist" and a 
4republioan". What does Dr.Sen-Gupta mean? How does 
he reconoile his republioanism or his sooialism with 

practioe or practioes. 'How does he propose to aohi. 
eve economio or sooial equality' What exactly does:
he mean by sooialism? Does Dr. Sen-Gupta as anc 
• honest' r~llUblioan oritioise the Pandit for not p
ing/ar enough in his dootrinaire fantasy. ~ paus&>
for an answer. 

I am one of those who. believe that. India is not;·· 
fit for Independence, yet, nor will be for at any rate
another half a century. Holding the view that I do, 1 
have _also a quarrel with the Congress President for- . 
going too far, though with the ideal of Independence.· 
no one can quarrel. But I cannot understand Dr. Sen
Gupta when he says that there would be reason and 
oommonsense, if we insisted on going to the London. 
Conference if it is held, with a programme for ~
socialist democraoy of the republican brand, I presume. 
Dr. Sen-Gupta must remember that the Labour" 
Party's sooialism is a peculiar travesty of socialism 
in more ways than one. 

Dr. Sen-Gupta again argues like a ohild when: 
he says that England at an early date is going to-
have a really sooialist government. What are hi&
reasons for this belief, the reader is bound, to inquire, ' 
and what is .. a really socialist" government? 
. Dr. Sen-Gupta again goes on to argue that the-
thing worth striving for is freedom-not merely the -
freedom embodied in the notion of representative
government, but the ampler freedom, founded on social 
and economic equality. Would I be right in thinking. 
that Dr. Sen-Gupta's socialism verges very much on 
the ideal of the philosphic anarchist? Probably if 
Dr.Sen-Gupta would care to give us his own construc
tive suggestions instead of a barren criticism of 
Pandit Jawarlal's political exbuberanoes, he would 
be doing a better service not only to the SERVANT OF-' 
IHDIA, but to India as well. 

The University, 
Dacoa. 

Ja:nuary ret. 

S. V.AYYAR. 
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