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13 oome out of the Councils I For the sake of con
sistency in politics I Mr. N. C. Kelkar, sees no 
inconsistenoy . between the deolaration of independ-

Forgo Ahead 16 enoe and the oath of allegienoe and co-operation in 
S.ond Fa •• by Friends 17 the oounoils. For, argues the subtle Mr. Kelkar, the 
Mr. Jo ... har Loland the Cougro •• hy Nor •• C. Be,,- Congress has not yet set up a parBllel government. 
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i.opi.cs of thl ~\tttk. 

The late Mr. Mazhar-ul-Haq; 
''IN the death of Maulvi Mazher-ul-Haq India. 

lias lost a sincere and devoted worker. His was one 
of the rare casel of people who resigned Government 
servioe in order to be free to undertake political work 
for the Motherland. He was a staunch Congress
man right through and believed in nationalism· and 
was opposed to oommunalism. In oollaboration with 
Mr. Hassan Imam he founeded in 1906 the All-India 
Muslim League in order to rouse the Muslim popu
lation to a lively sense of its responsibilities in 
building up Indian nationBlism andSwaraj. He 
was a member of the ImperiBl Legislative Council for' 
80me time and did good work there. His' oontribu
bution to Hindu-Muslim unity is invBluable, and 
will be long remembered. .. .. .. 

.. .. 
Unpopularity a Crime. 

ACCORDING to a Free Press message Mr. Gandhi 
is reported to have. advised Mr. Rajbhoj that the 
leaders of the untouchables should postpone' their 
Satygraha campaign against their exolusion from the 
caste-temples in oonsideration of the faot. that there 
was awakening among caste Hindus and sincere 
efforts were being made by the casta Hindus 'them
selves to seoure' for the untouohables the right of 
entry to the temples 'and that they should not preoipi
tate matters without giving the cast.. Hindu Isaders 
an opportunity of doing their duty. How we wish 
Mr. Gandhi had aoted on this prinoiple in his deBling 
with the Government over the constitutionBl ques
tion. Here too, the Government have given' iliery 
proof of their sincere desire to advance India's cause. 
And yet, without giving them a chanoe, the' Mahatma 
ohose to precipit .. te matters. Inconsistenoy is no 
orime, but unpo!,ularity is ! . .. .. , .. 
Tho Oinger Oroup_ 

. SO it has come to pass: Mr. Gandhi hu beoome a 
moderate and he needs a ginger group to keep him up 
to the markl The Congress Demooratic Party· under 
Mr. S. SriniVBSa Iyengar, Mr. Subssh Chunder Bose 
and Dr. Alam have kindly undertaken this very 
useful job. TheSE> gBltant knights of independence 
do not trust Mr .. Gandhi's faith in independenoeand 

'PolIUcal consistency. ·they fear that 'he might slip away. Mr. Jawhar 
MR. M. R. JAYAKAR, in his qtatement on the Lal plumed himself on his burning love for, and 

Congress resolutions. acoused Mes .. s Gandhi and zealous espousal of, democraoy, sooiBlism and .the 
Motilal Nehru 8S being the viotims of logio and. interests of the peasants and down-troddon workers. 
political consistency, and presuaded himself that The Congress Demooratio Party do not think muoh of 
~Iess honest" men would have Bllowed their better his achievement: for they feel the urgent neoessity 
judgment to prevail over logic. Mr. Gandhi defended of reforming the Congress Exeoutive "on a broader 
the deolaration of independenoe on the express ground and more democratio basis with speoiBl provision for 
that the nation had pledged itself to it lit the Caloutta direot representation. of the .Workers. Peasants, 
Congress and had to be consistent. When, however, . Youths and the peoples of the. Indian States".' They 

. he was asked why he insisted on the hoycott of the . further seek .. to "reform" the Congress franohise, 

. counoils and the 10oBl.hodies but not of law courts though they do not indioate .the direotion ot the r&
andeduoationBl institutions and oo-operativesooieties, form.<· Do they really propose to assail Mr.' Gandhi's 
eto, he remarked that inoonsistency in politios was kbaddar franohise? They have Blready ohBllenged 
not a orime I Mr. Jayakar himself has, unoonsoiously . Mr. qandhi's prinoiple of non-violence. To complete 
perhaps, fBllen a viotim to logIc. He laments the, the picture, they ask for provinoiBl autonomy. That 

; boyo<?tt programme of the Congress and beli&ves in. will enable them tQ shak~ off Mr. Gandhi's nostruma 
yorlung the Counoils and in going to the Round incOnVenient to them. . . . 



• 
u' TItE SERVANT OF INDIA. JANUARY 9, 1930 • 

. ' 
Shahbash! Act is a matter for regMt and shame. We would 

THE abandonment oUhe Nehru Report by the like to belive that every such marriage was protested 
Congress does nothing to lift the dark olouds of againet by the local oommunity before it tooll; 
com'!lunalism whioh have long cast a gloom, on the place. There are still nearly four months during" 
po~itIcal horizon. The Minority Report of Sir Zulfikar which much wrong may still be done. The young' 
.All Khan and Dr. Shurawardy to the Nair, Report men and woman of the country who would rescue 
deel!"ne the gloom and almost dispels the hope of India from foreign domination msy well begin 
~ndla ever growing into a united nation. But there 1 with rescuing the innoc9nt girls from the grave 
IS a silver lining, whioh is a matter for much thank- wrongs which their misguided parents would inlJio~ 
fulness and relief. Mr. Yakub Hasan has always been on them. ' 
a staunch nationalist and opposed to, communalism. 
He has recently helped to form the "Nation First 
Party" in Madras. Under the auspices of that Party 
he delivered a public lecture in Madras which he 
has sirice made available in printed form. It is a 
very timely and useful contribution. 'He holds 
Turkey as an examplar to India and gives apposite' 
and effeotive extracts from the Memoirs of Halida 
Hanum, the gifted Turkish writer, to bring out 
vividly the progress that Turkey has, made 'by 
superceding religion by nationalism. Mr. Yakllb 
Hassan does not advocate the suppression of religion, 
as was ~one in Turkey and in the' Soviet Itapubli!l 
of ~uss.la/but the re~egation of it to its proper' place, 
the mdlvldual consCIence. He would resist lts inter
ference with the common concerne of the people. Not 
only that, he would like to make Nationalism as 
great a motive power as religion has been in the 
past: nationalism to be the super religion. of India. 

Dr. Shafiuddin K itchlew is another 'votary 
among Muhammadans of this new religion. In his 
Welcome Address at the Lahore Congress he un
Teservedly condemned communalism and held aloft 
the torch of nationalism. And now,comes the 'for
mation of. the Nationalis~ Muslim Party to fight 
-communahsm among Muslims.' Dr. Ansari, Moulsna 
.Abdul Kalam .Azad, Mr., Brelvi. Dr. Kitchlew and 
several others have banded together for the purpose. 
We hope the Party will grow from strength to 
strength aJld redeelll India from the hane of l'om
munalism. 

* * , * 
Tbe Sarda Act. 

THE action of the loclll Governments to give 
wide publicity, at the i netanoe of the Government 
o,f India, to the provisione of the Sards. Aot is most 
timely and commendable. We hope local bodies and 
al! oth.er p~blic inetitutione interested in the matter 
will. bkew IS~ ~xert themselves to give the widest 
pOSSIble pubh~lty. to the A~t, .In~his respeot Social 
Ref?rm. organIsatIons and In partIcular, women's or-, 
ganISatlOne, have special responeibilitieS in view of 
the opposition to the Act from orthodox quarters both 
among Hindus and Muelims. It must, however be 
rem~bered that women's jlonferences have aln:ost 
unanImously weloomed the Act. As pointed out by the 
Delhi CQrrespondent of the "Guardian" there is much 
force in the contention of the Muslim lady of Delhi 
herself coming from one of the most oonservativ~ 
families of that ancient city, that "in the affairs 
l"alating to their sex, it is the opinion of the women 
that shall prevail." It must be noted that Lady .Abdui 
Quadir, in her Presidential .Address to the Delhi 
Provincial Conference of Women held in November 
last, lent her strong support to the Act, and all the 
Muslim ladies in the Conference except one voted for 
it. The opposition to the Act is mostly from men. 
And as the Muslim lady of Delhi asked, "when have 
men welcomed the assertion of their rights by their 
womenfolk?" To meet the opposition to the Act it 
will be necessary and desirable that Social Reform 
bodies should print and broadoast a connected, 
account of the evldenoe that led to the pBSsing of the 
.Act. The number of ohild marriages, that have 
been taking place allover the land to forestall the 

• • • 
The Bombay Social Service League. 

THE seventeentb report of the Social Service 
League, Bombay, records a large amount of varied 
activity iD different spheres of social work. ''I'he 
League conducted 9 night-schools, attended mostly by 
working classes, of which two are of the high school 
grade, and ran successfully a textile technical school, 
students from which have secured higher posts in 
mills. 'The League has done a oonsiderable amoun~ 
ofsanibry work by revesling defects in several 
wardS, and getting them removed and has oontinued 
to msintain a charitsble dispensary for woman and 
children, which during the year treated nearly 22,000 
patients. One of the most useful activities of the 
League has been the training of women in home in
dustries and ministering to their intellectual neads by 
mesns. of lectUres, debates and classes. The League 
managed the IJldustrial Criminsl Tribes Sattlament 
at Belgaum Where every inmate is m!lode to do some 
useful'work and is weaned from crime. ,The League 
managed during the year, through Mr. P. G. Naik:, one 
of tbe life-workers' the Bomoay Presidency Released 
Prisoners' Aid Society and lent their aid to the 
Children's Aid Society which carries out the. provi
sione of the Bombay Children Act. The activities of 
the League in providing recreation for the working 
classes have been well kept up and propaganda work 
has been carried vigorously by meaDS of two quarterly 
journals,publication of booklets and maintenance of aft 
Information Bureau which oollects reports of institu
tions carrying on social work in other parts of India. 
in England and .America. For the last five years the 
League has,been conductillg social workers' training 
classes, at which eminent teachers and sooial workers 
have delivered lectures. It is disheartening to read 
that the finances of the League' are for from satis
factory, in spite of all attempts at retrenchment; and 
we endorse the appeal made in the report to the well

, to-dQ classes to render financial assistance in order to 
enable the League to pursue its useful aotivities. .An 

'organization like this cannot ma1o:e much headway 
with the total recipts' just reaching the figure of 
Rs. 55.000 in a city like Bombay. 

* *' • 
Tbe Delbl Sblpplng Conference. ' 

THE breakdown of the Shipping Conference r&
cently held at Delhi at the instance of the Govern
ment of India is greatly to be regretted, though in the 
nature of things it was almost inevitable. Only the 
display of supreme sympathy,. undersbnding and 
mutualaocomodation could have produced any agreed 
settlement, for the points of view of the British and 
1 ndian shipping interests are diametrioally opposed. 
The Conference deliberated in seoret ; and no official 
report of the proceedings hlave been issued. B11t 
from such information as hBS bean g~therad by the 
news agencies, it is clear that both the V il'aroy and 
the Government of India gave unmistakable indica- , 
tions of their sympathy for the Indian desire to ' 
build up an Indian Mercantile Marine and for the 
Indianisation of cosstal traffic and for the psrti
cipation of Indian shipping in the ocaan trsda of 
India. They wished the Conference to oonoede 
that there was- a limit to, the tonnsp .. that. ' 
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eou1d economically work the coastal traffic and ' of India'. agriculture, trade and industries. This 
sought the advice of the Conference for the gradual is certainly necessary in view of the fact that. our 
Indianisation of this tonnage and the elimination of secondary educationhae been too much stereotyped· 
non-Indian interests. They tentatively proposed and.has pr?ved wasteful for a I~ge n~ber of bo.ys_ 
that Indian shipping companies might. purchase the For p~eparI!,g.a l!ro~ramme of mdustrlal education 
non-Indian rights and pay compensatIOn for good- he thmks It IS mcl.i>!JleDBB.b~e t? make a thorou!!h 
will They were prepared to find the compen- survey of the economic POSItIon m the country, WIth 
sati~n for goodwill from the general reven~es of the a foreC!'s~ as to proba!>!e developments in the ~ 
country. The Indian shipping representatIves,. who future; It.1S f?r the Nati?nal Board. to perform thIS 
always stood for the right of India to develop task by vIew10g the IndIan economIC problem as a 
its own shipping and who did not seek the con- whole. 
ference with the British interests, but agreed to meet A suggestion similar to that made by Mr. Subba 
them at the instance. of the Viceroy to explore the Rao about the National Board has been made by Sir 
possibilities of mutual accommodation, asked for Alfred Chatterton in a discourse recently delivered in 
a time limit to the Indianisation of coastal shipping Madras, He recommended the enlargement of the 
and saw no justification for compensation to be paid existing Tariff Board in order to constitute an All
to British interests. If a State gives protection to India Industrial Board whose principal -duty would 
its industries in order to develop them, it certainly be to promote industrial development of a varied 
is not bound to compensate the foreign interests for character. In cases where it is demol\l!trated that 
the loss of their trade. But the Conference had not similiar goods can be manufactured in India Sir 
to go so far as to discuss all these proposals, for the Alfred is even prepared to go sO far 88 to prohibit im
representatives of the British interests, whioh control ports and to grant monopolies to indigenous pro-
5,00,000 out of 6,00,000· tonnage. engaged in ducers. Such a Board could, in his opinion, be em
Indian coastal traffic, declined to accept t\I~. ve!y powered to negotiate with private concerns for the 
basic proposition of the Government that only A limIt- grant of concessions which would attract capital and 
ed tonnage could work the coastal trade economically. tllchnical experience. Along with Mr. Subba Ra?, Sir 
They obstinately stood out for the status quo and only A .. ' Chatterton deprecates the present educational 
relented so far as to make some insignificant conees- systeIl1 which faUsto develop originality and stifles 
sions to the Scindia Steam NaVigation Company. individuality by a succession of examinations suit
Even the Correspondent of the "Times of In~lia" ra- able only for the selection. of mandarins. Sir Alfred 
ports that "from all accounts those ,!ho represented frankly admits that the facilities which have been 
the British interests were not disposed to meet the created for the penetration of sea-borne trade and the 
other side." The position is now clear for the Gov- expenditure of the commercial energy of the country 
ernment and the country. They. must proceed with in building up a for<lign trade directed towbrds the 
Mr. Haji's Bill disregarding the protest of the intrae- export of raw materials and the import of manufac
table British monopolists. The Goverpment and the tures have been' one of the chief obstacles to the 
Indiall.interests went on out of the way to give th~m rapid industrial progress of India. AU leading In
a chance to help India to develop her MercantIle dian economists since Ranade have been harping 
Marine: they preferred to strangle her desire. upon this theme for the last half a century and it is a 

* * . • good augury that at long last economists like Sir 
India'. Economic Future. Alfred are realizing the truth if it. The proper re-

. .. 'medy is, as he says, a well-considered industrial 
MA~ v~uable sugge~tlOns are contamed 10 policy to resist the peaceful penetration . of the 

the.presidenhal addre.ss WhICh Mr: N. S. Subba ~ao country 1:-y the mammoth commercial concerns of 
dellvere~ to the thlrteen~h s~ssl.on of the ~ndIa.n Europe and America. But unless the Provincial 
EconomIc Confe~ence. HIS t?rmclpal BUg~St10n 1& industrial departments are galvanized into greater 
abo~t the .formation. of a !"at~onal Economio Board activity there is not much hope of such a policy 
WhICh WIll make m,:estlgahons Suo 11foto .as the bearing fruit. however well-conceived it might be. 
result of a comprehensIve plan of campaIgn Instead ••• 
of passing jUdgements on matters brou ght hefore it 
at the request of parties who are interested only in 
sectional investigation into their own e.lfaini, Such 
a Board ought to consider the direotion in which 
Indian economic development may be expEfctect to, 
proceed; and in the opinion of Mr. Subba Rao a large 
country like India ought to attain self-sufficiency and 
produce all the esential industrial products, provided 
temporary protection is afforded to industries. In 
this connection he entered a caveat against bols
tering up local industries where the natural and 
other advantages are lacking and hisrecommenda
tion is that 'the National Board should look at this 
matter from a larger and national point of view and 
prevent the distribution of units of production of a 
moderate size all over the country and the consequent 

. wBSte of resources. His condemnation of the ma
triculates and graduates as parasites in the economio 
system contributing very little towards national 
production is thoroughly justifiable; to cure this 
defeot he suggested the diversification of seoondary 
education by introduoing vocational education so as 
to help each individual to reach that particular vo
Clational gateway whioh leads where he will benefit 
himself most as well as oontribute most fully to the 
good of all. In faot, he would overhaul the whole 
8yste~ of education in India and prepare a new 
educatIonal programme so as to suit the requirements 

. The World Conference for International Peace. 
WE are glad to find that the Preliminary Con

ference of all the religions held in Geneva in 1928 
has not become abortive; the Executive Committse 
elected by this Conference held its second sitting at 
Frankfort in August and completed the organiza
tion begun at Geneva. This Frankfort Conference 
has appointed four International Commissions for 
investigating the influences that make for war and 
the spiritual resources of mankind with which these 
influences can be met; for suggesting methods by 
which these resources could be set in motion and CO
ordinated and for making a survey of the efforts made 
by different religions to .further inter-racial peace. 
All of those present agreed that the Conference. Clan 
be made to contribute materially to a better under
standing among the nations by basing' its disous
sions upon careful soientific studies. The report of 
the General Secretary's trip through the East des
cribes what he achieved in India, China, Japan and 
Indo-China; and he says that whereever he went he 
felt a real hunger for fellowship based on a. genuine 
consideration of the meaning of brotherhood and a 
willingness to oooperate in every plan which .. pro
mises peace. He is convi nced that the propoeal to 
hold a World Conference for International Peace 
through Religion is timely and is in accord with an 
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almost universal movement. He is right in believ
ing that the holding of such a Conference will give 
to the agencies such as the World Court, the League 
of Nations and similar organizations the moral 
backing of the united religious forces of the world. 
The General Secretary further suggests that arrange
ments should be made to send deputations to the 
various countries for establishing friendships and 
points of oontact and carrying on discussions with 
the, adherents of different religions; this in our 
opinion is a very wise suggestions and one pregnant 
with great possibilities. In India he has sucoeeded 
in forming an "All-India Committee' which will 
'represent Indian life and thought in the World Con
ference and which will contain representatives of 
'Elvery religion and every class in India. It may be 
noted that Prof. R. M. Joshi and Mr . .A. Yusuf Ali 
have been appointed members of the Nominating 
Committee wbose task is to consider nominations for 
the offices and commissions authorised by the Execu
tive Committee. The following words of Dr. S. 
-Mathews of Chicago, the Chairman, make clear the 
'object of the Conference:-" We have gathered to
gether not for the purpose of the discussion of faiths 
but for the disoussion of ideals which we hold irres
pective of our particular religious relationship and 
that particular ideal to which. we are to devote our
selves is the development by virtue of our religious 
connections to a better international feeling ... 

* * * 
Tbe Maritime Session of tbe International Labour 
Conference. 

THE thirteenth session of the International 
Labour Conference was devoted solely to questions 
relating to the living and working conditions of 
.seamen. The agenda consisted of the regulation 
of hours of work, protection in the case of 
.sickness, the liability of the shipowner towards in
jured seamen, promotion of seamens' welfare in ports 
and the establishment of a standard of capacity in 
,the case of captains and other officers. All the mari
time countries except Norway were represented. 
With regard to hours of work the conference invited 
the International Labour Office to ascertain the 
views of Governments on the main points settled in a 
draft convention. On the question of protection of 
seamen the principle of compulsory, sickness insur
ance for all persons employed on board ships, ex
cepting the ships of war was adopted. The Confer
-ence invited the L L. Office to consult Governments 
about the adoption of legislative measures combating 
the danger of alcoholism and narcotics and the pro
teotion of the health of seamen against tuberculosis 
and provision of treatment for veneral diseases as also 
about the provision of suitable hostels, recreation 
rooms and libraries in ports. The Conferenoe also 
passed resolutions dealing, among others, with the 
conditions of life and labour of Asiatic seamen and 
equitable treatment of seamen employed on board 
vessels plying within the territorial waters of the 
country of which the seamen are citizens. Mr. Daud, 
tho Indian workers' delegate, speaki ng on the resolu
tion concerning Asiatio seamen, drew attention to 
the idvidious distinctions existing.in respect of 
wages, hours of work etc. of Indian seamen and the 
woeful lack of housing aooomodation for them. The 
same resolution requested the Governing Body to 
direot the I. L. Offioe to devote speeial attention to 
the condition of Asiatio seamen in the conduot of 
its general inquiry into the conditions of labour. 
This is a great point achieved and Mr. Daud and Mr. 
Liang, the Chinese. workers' delegate, ought to be 
congratulated on moving the Resolution. 

• * • 

FORGE AHEAD. 

THE hectic week of Indian politics is over; the 
congresses and conferences have met, delibera
ted and dispersed. It will be interesting to 

take stock, as it were, of the present situation, though 
in a,tentative way, sinoe the ashes are still hot and 
things have not settled down and set. The centre of 
attention is naturally the offer of the Round Table 
Conference by the British Government to discuss the 
future political constitution of India. It was an 
offer of self-determination for India. Though the 
terms of reference and the personnel of the Confe
rence have not yet been announced, the Secretary 
of State for India, Mr. Wedgwood Benn, has 
stated' in Parliament that all important interests 
would be represented and there would be no limita
tions on the range of discussion in the Con
ference. It is a matter of ordinary convention 
and commonsense that the larger the support thai; 
the decisions of the Conference receive from its mem
bers the more weight they will carry with the 
British Government. If on any decision the Indisll 
representatives are unanimous its acceptance by the 
Government is almost certain. It is open to those 
who believe in independence for India to press their 
view and canvass support for their view. Of course,. 
much will depend on the personnel of the Conference • 
If Lord Birkenhead had made the offer of a Confe
rence, we might be fairly certain that he would have 
called together the most impossible persons from 
India, set them by the ears, chuckled over their 
mutual recriminations, and manalUvred justification 
out of their own mouths for a reactionary policy. But 
nobody, not' even Mr. Gandhi, questions the 
honesty and sincerity of Mr. Benn and Lord Irwin. 
They are not. out to exploit our differences; they 
would rather help to compose them. They are not 
likely to wreck the Conference by manipulating its 
composition. Even so, it is open to public bodies to 
press for the right type of personnel, and even stipu
late for it. Before, however, the terms of reference 
and the personnel of the Conference are announced. 
before the public have had a chance to examine them 
and find them satisfaotory 'or otherwise, it were 

. premature to refuse to go to the Conference, particu
larly as nobody is thereby precluded from taking his 
own line of action if the conclusions of the Confe
rence or the decisions of the Government should turR 
out to be unsatisfaotory. 

And yet the Indian National Congress, certainly 
the premier political organisation in the country, has, 
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, declined 
to go to the Conference, The resolution was carried 
by an over-whelming majority in the open Congress. 
The British friends of India, and all those who stood 
by Lord Irwin and Mr. Benn, all those who fondly 
hoped that, with the advent of the Labour Government 
tn England, a new policy of reoonciliation and rapid 
progress may be suocessfully followed in India and. 
who hoped to enlist the c()ooperation of the non-co-· 
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operators, and who, more than anything else, hoped 
to save India from the distressing experiences of 
Ireland-all these may well ask in vexatious disappoint 
ment what is the good of proceeding with the Round 
Table Conference; thay may well tbrow up their hands 
in resignation and despair. Trying and vexatiouS as 
is the action of the Congress, there is no ocoasion for 
throwing up the sponge. It is true that Mr. Gandhi's 

. resolution was carried by a large majority in the 
open Cogress. But that majority consisted mostly of 
young men who naturally were oarried off their feet 
by Mr. Gandhi's personality and his appeal to their 
emotions. Several senior leaders like Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, Mr. SatyamurtY, Mr. N. C, Kelkar, 
Mr. M. R. Jayakar, Mr. Aney, all members of tile 
Congress, have dissented from Mr. Gandhi's resolu
tion. And if press reports be true, Mrs. Naidu 
and Dr. Ansari were also in the opposition. It is 
significant that Messrs Malaviya, Kelkar, Mitra and 
Moonjee have publicly appealed to Congressmen in 
the legislatures nct to aot immediately upon the 
Congress resolution regarding the boycott of the 
oouncils. Mr. Satyamurty declared himself in 
favour of going to Conferenoe and of reviving the 
Swaraj Party of Mr. Das. It would be incorrect to 
say that the majority of the Congress leaders are 
seriously in favour of boycotting the Round Table 
Conferenoe. It may take them some time to declare 
themselves openly. Why, Mr. Kelkar, who was in the 
thick of the fight at Lahore, declared in an interview 
that, according to his reading of the situation, even 
Mr. Gandhi would aocept Dominion Status I In the 
event it I may turn out that the Congress might 
aot on Mr. T. Prakasam's rejected amendment: 
the Congress may nct be directly represented on 
the Conferenoe but will nct oppose the Conferenoe 
and will watoh the results in benevolent neutrality. 
The only irreconoilables will be the Congress 
Democratio Party under Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar 
and Mr. Subash Chunder Bose. But they do not out 
muoh ice yet, and their opposition may be ignored. 

The Responsivists have issued a statement 
~eploring the deoisions of the Congress and asking 
Its members not to resign their seats on the Counoils. 
From the intimate though unrevsaled part that Mr, 
Jayaltar took in promoting the idea of the Round 
Table Conference, it is oertain that he· is in favour 
of going to the Round Table Conference. So is Mr, 
M. A. Jinnah. The National Liberal Federation of 
India has given its hearty support to the Conference. 
And so have the Punjab and Frontier Hindu Con
ferenoe, the Muslim League, the All-India Christian 
Conferenoe, and several other bodies. It may 
oonfidently be expected that the next few weeks will 
see more desertions from the Congress and more 
support to the Conference. The path of wisdom lies 
in forging ahead with the Round Table Conference. 

STAND FAST BY FRIENDS 

SINCE the Congress ~hanged its creed l~e British 
Press and the Anglo-Indian Press have shown 
an sxlraordinary solicitude for the Liberals and 

Moderates in India. The London "Times" is reported 

to· have weloomed the emergenoe in force of the 
Liberals. "What really matters most is that for the 
first time there seems some prospeot of· an organised 
forca emerging in Indian politios with a sense oC 
realities and determination to faoe them. .•• If they 
will only show a oourage equal to their commonsense. 
their adherents may prove inoomparably more 
numerous during the next few montha than they 
suspect." The "Manchester Guardian" is reported 
to have said, "The Congress having decided to base 
its polioy on emotions and ideals and to ignore facts, 
the Indian Moderates have a ohance of regaining the 
oontrol of India's course", and to have lamented that 
"Mr. Sastri and his distinifuished oolleagues have no 
organised party and no definite practioal policy". It 
is well for our contemporaries to realise the diffioult 
position of the Liberals in India. The problem in 
India today is not one of policies to be pursued by 
the Government but the attainment of self-govern
ment, the acquisition of power.· .As long.as hoth 
the Moderates and Extremists have no occasion 
or need to deliver the goods, certainly the Extremists, 
who talk of ridding the country of foreign rule at 
once, have an advantage over the Moderates whose 
plea for ordered, if slower, progress is easily 
misrepresented as a plea for the continuanoe of 
foreign domination. The impotent Moderates who 
can show no striking results have no chance with 
the public against the Extremists who shout the 
tallest anti-foreign slogans. _ 

The Moderates Were not lacking in oourage. 
They faoed enormous public opposition from the non
cGooperators headed by no less a person than Mr. 
Gandhi; when they undertook to work the Montagu 
oonstitution. If they were adequately and enthusias
tically supported by the Government sinoe then: 
they would not have been reduced to the plight in which 
they find themselves now. With the dismissal of Mr, 
M ontagu from the India Office reaction set in, aud 
the Moderates were disoredited in India. Their 
advice was rejected, and themselves were treated with 
contempt and thrown on the dust heap. It is only by 
showing positive and benefioial results that the 
Moderates oan satisfy the people and convince them 
of the superior advantages of their ·policy over that 
of the non-cGooperators. And for that purpose they 
must have power in the councils of the Government. 
The British Government must cordially co-operate 
with the co-operators. The Government hold the trump 
card. With them lies the power and the opportunity 
of strengthening the forces either of ordered progress 
or of revolution. 

In saying this the· Liberals lay themselves open 
to the unfair oharge that they are simply exploiting 
the Extremists in order to strike a more advantage
ous bargain for themselves. So riendly and well
informed a paper as the "Manohester Guardian" 
is reported to have 8aid that "there is no future 
lor a party whioh demands today what the 
Extremists demanded yesterday n. There was and is 
no difference between the Moderates and Extremists 
regarding the goal of India: complete and undiluted 
self-government for India on & democratio basis. 
In this respeot 'he British Government too have 
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(lome into line with the uanimous opinion of India, 
thanks to the Montagu declaration. The only differ
ence that divides the Moderates and the Extremists 
is India's relation to England. The former would be 
friendly to England because they realise the mutual 
advantage of it. The latter are, we hope only for the 
moment, unfriendly, even hostile, to England. The 
former relation is expressed by Dominion Status; the 
latter by Independenoe. The only other point of 
differenoe is the pace at which India is to move to
wards complete self-government. If the Moderates are 
willing to go a little slower and make reservations, it 
is not with a view to perpetuate British domination 
but to accommodate their aspirations to the inescap
able facts in India; the facts of race, religion, 
history and geography. 

Once again the Liberals have shown commend
able courage and their sense of responsibility and 
love of the Motherland by undertaking, in opposition 
to the Congress and Mr. Gandhi, to rally round 
Dominion Status all the forces in India that make for 
peaceful evolution. Will their efforts be seconded 
on all hands by all parties that share their views-ihe 
Government, the British Press in England and the 
Anglo-Indian press in India, the Europeans in India 
and others? Certainly Lord Russel, the Under 
Secretary of State for India, has not by his uncalled 
for speech the other day made things easy for the 
Liberals in India. While his Chief ,kept an open 
mind and proposed that the Round Table Conference 
should be free to discuss the nature of the constitu

. tion without prejudice, he went out of the way to 
-declare that India was unfit for Dominion Status for 
along time to come. This is the latest instance of 
.the Government discrediting the 'Liberals in India 
and adding to their difficulties. We trust that Mr. 
Wedgwood Benn and Lord Irwin wHI hasten to re
pUdiate the views of Lord Russel. 

MR. JAWAHAR LAL AND THE CONGRESS. 

THERE is such an extraordinary amount of sound 
sense and correct principle in the excellent 
address delivered by Mr. Jawarhar Lal Nehru 

as President of the Indian Nation~l Congress 
that one feels all the more painfully the great lapses 
from logic and principle that the speech exhibits 
when it comes to grips with praotical problems. 

In the first place, on the problem of problems of 
the day, the question of participation in the Round 
'Table Conference, Mr. Nehru is absolutely unconvinc 
ing, Two reasons are assigned by him why the Con
gress must abstain from the Conference. In the first 
place, the Congress in Calcutta gave one year's time 
for the adoption of the Nehru Soheme. The year has 
passed; and neither has the soheme been adopted nor 
any definite promise made for its adoption. Therefore, 
logically, the Congress can do nothing but fall baok 
·on independence. Secondly, the thing that evidently 
the British Gove~nment have il\ their mind is not 
the thing we want, because it means .. the shadow of 
authority to a handful of Indians and more repression 
and exploitation of the masses ... 

With regard to the first of these rellllons, it is a 

somewhat novel principle in politios that because & 

national body deoides on one thing one day it cannot 
change that programme the next year. Let us 
suppose that last year the Congress had given an 
ultimatum to England that unless some things were 
done in the course of a year, war woul d be deolared. 
and England, in reply, had asked for a conference to 
discuss the matters. Would there be no way left to 
the Congress but to sigh and reply, .. My poor friend. 
I am tied by a pledge, I cannot oblige you." Mr. 
Jawahar Lal knows too much and that too well to 
think that this would go down with anybody who 
has clear notions about politics. 

It would. be very different if the pourparlers 
proposed were merely a blind for the purpose of 
gaining time; in which case to accede to it would 
be yielding an unfair advantage to the enemy. If 
nothing is to be gained by a oonferenoe and valuable 
time would be lost, there would be considerable 
force in the argument for refusal. 

Mr. Jawahar Lal labours to establish the first 
part of this proposition in the second argument I 
have adverted to before. He lays down, as an ip88 

dixit, if I may be pardoned for saying so, that the 
conference would at best lead to Dominion status 
which would mean giving a shadow of authority to 
a handful and the exploitation of the masses. 

There is no pretence of an argument to support 
the conclusion except an analysis and criticism. 
which is manifestly unfair, of Mr. Wedgwood 
Benn's speeches. Let us assume, however .. that Mr. 
Wedgwood Benn and the Labour Cabinet of England 
have at the baok of their mind some such scheme 
which they will put forward in the conference, 
though, in passing, I may mention th'at such a su~ 
position is wholy inconsistent with the compliments 
to the sincerity and earnestness of the Viceroy and 
the Secretary of State .paid by both the Presiden/; 
and Mr. Gandhi. What then? 

A conference of this character between opposing 
parties always means that each party has its own 
view point which it seeks to induce the other to 
acoept. If in the course of deliberations they can 
arive at a formula upon whioh both parties can 
agree the Conference succeeds. Otherwise it fails. 
'Now, if the British Cabinet wants to impose the 
special brand of Dominion Status held up by Mr. 
Jawahar Lal, the Congress inight go there neverthe
'less, perpared to force its opposite view on the Con
ference. Even if they want independence, they 
may go and make a bid for it at the Confere
noe. And if by the disoussion something acceptable 
can be hammered out, well and ·good. If not, the 
Congress delegates will come back, no worse than 
they were before, to carryon whatever programma 
they thought fit for attaining their ends. 

So then, the mere fact that the other party has a 
a particular scheme in mind is no reason for refusing 
ro disouss things with them, unless the facts unm~ . 
takably show that the Conference must necessarily 
fail. No reason has hitherto been assigned, and nOM 
is to be found in any of the speeohes in the Congresa. 
why the Conference must be deemed to be foredoomed. 
to tailura The history of other oOllferenoes of the sarna 
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'~harBCter does not encourage the scepticism. The 
oClJ)nferences on the Irish question and on the Egyptian 
question have led to eminently successful results 
though the prospects at the start were anything but 
rosy. What foundation is there, then, for the prediction 

,<)f failure unless it is derived, from some prophetic 
,dream of Mr. Gandhi or Mr. Nehru? 

Even if it fails, how would the Congress be any 
the worse for it? How would they be losing? What 
,strategic advantage would they have surrendered? 
Neither the Viceroy, nor Mr. Wedgwood Benn 
has laid down any conditions for the Conference. 
'There is no p lea for a cessation of hostilities-no 
lOrmistice is asked for. The Congrese is not required 
to suspend the least bit of whatever programme it 
may decide upon. They may declare independence, 
launch civil disobedience, promote strikes and even 
go to war if they think fit, and the Government will 
go on suppressing them as best they oan. If for 
,the success of the Conference the Government 
demanded a suspension of these activities, the Con· 
gress, in their turn, were free to demand as a quid 
pro quo that the Government should grant amnesty 
to political prisoners and withdraw poUtioal pro
secutions. 

And then, what is the great aotive work w hioh 
must be done immediately if the Congress is to attain 
its objective? If, after the adoption of independenoe 
as its immediate objective, the Congress had 
adopted a programme of imme<liate work whioh 
would brook no delay, one oould appreciate 
'their refusBl to waste time in conferences. But 
'looking at the programme outlined by theCongrese 
·one fails to find the faintest suggestion of active 
'work. The programme is a bare negation, abstention 
.from participating in the Councils. There is 
nothing more. No resolve to establish a parBllel 
government, no immediate generBl strike, no imme. 
.diste programme of oivil disobedience of any sort 
whatsoever. The Congress would be weloome to 
-carryon this great programme of bare inaotion and 
go to the Conference all the same, without losing 
'anything by it. 

The President has thus failed to convince with 
his arguments, and it is easy to see that in the oon. 
troversy on the matter in the Subjects Committee the 
arguments of Messrs. MBlaviya and Kelkar remained 
unanswered, though they were swamped by adverse 
votes. The defe nce put by Mr. Gandhi was the weakest 
of Bll. Mr. Gandhi has always been mOll! famous 
as a prophet than as a logician, and in his speech in 
reply to the debate he was less oonvincing than ever. 
He d,oes not even pretend to be logical, the sum and 
substanoe of his argument being "our word of honour 
Is involved; a nation that does not keep its pledge 
goes down". A very shaky argument at best, and 
altogether demolished by the President himself when 
he said "No programme or polioy can be laid down 
for ev~, nor oan this Congress bind the country or 
even I~elf to pursue one line of action indefinitely." 

,And thiS plea of binding pledge sits with ill-grace 
-on Mr. Gandhi who has ohanged the pledges and 
programmes of the Congress with amazing rapidity 
since he launohed his programme of non-oo-operation. 

The lameness of logic on the side of absten: 
tionists can point to but one of two things. Either' 
they are incapable of clear thinking, a oharge which 
will not certainly hold good of Mr. Jawahar Lal, 
or they have other reasons .for reluctance which they 
dare not confress. Is it a lurking suspicion that if 
they went to the Conference they cannot trust them. 
selves to hold their own or make a good sbowing ? 

NARES C. SEN-GUPTA. 

THE LmERAL PARTY'S STATEMENT. 
The President read the following statement of 

the LiberBl Party and announced that .. Committee 
had been constituted consisting of Dr. Sapru, (conve
nor and chairman of the Committee l, Dr. Besant, 
Sir C. Setalvad, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, Sir M. 
V. Joshi, Messrs. C. Y. Ctlintamani, M. Rams
chandra Rao, G. A. Natesan and Sir P. Sethna to 
give effect to the resolution moved by the Rt. Hon'
ble Sastri that Bll Parties whioh accept the Round 
Table Conference should combine together for its 
realisation :--

The march of events during the last two months 
and particularly during the last few deys makes it 
imperative that the Liberal Federation should make 
an appesl to those in the country who have hitherto 
pinned their faith to the achievement by India of 
Dominion. Status as an integral member of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. The announoe
ment made by His Excellency the Viceroy on the 
31st October last with the full oonsent and authori
ty of His Majesty's Government evoked'a remark
able feeling of response in the country and from the 
Indian Princes, which led us to believe that the solu
tion of the diffioulties with which we have been 
confronted was at last within sight. The debetes 
that followed in the House of Lords and in the 
House of Commons unfortun,.tely gave rise to a 
great deBl of misunderstanding with regard to 
the meaning and effect, the purpose and scope of 
British policy adumbrated by His Exoellency the 
Viceroy. Nevertheless, those of us who realise the
politicBl conditions surrounding the Labour Govern
ment in England were disposed and are still disposed 
to attach far greater signific,.nce and weight to the 
authoritative statements made by His Majesty's 
Government through the Secretary of State in 
England and the Viceroy in India than to their 
critics in Parliament or in the English Press. 

As we read the situation, the essential condition 
of success at the Round Table Conference is that 
there should be the maximum amount of agreement 
among ourselves in India. If we can secure suoh 
agreement, our 'representatives at the Round Table 
Conference will be able to press with every hope of 
success for complete Dominion Status being establi. 
shed, subject to such safeguards and reservations 
including the protection of the interests and rights 
of minorities as might be necessary in the present 
conditions. of India for the period of transition. 
'We have always been anxious that in order to 
produce a favourable atmosphere the Government 
in India should implement the new policy by acti"~ 
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calculated to remove all causes of irritation and 
produce oalm and good will. 

We must deplore that just· at the moment when 
our attention should be fixed on matters affecting the 
future of this country, an attempt should have been 
made to wreck the train of His Excellency the 
Viceroy, who has, during the last few months, by 
identifying himself with the Indian cause, earned 
our gratitude and admiration in a special measure. 
Outrages of this character, wholly inconsistent as 
they are with the Indian outlook on life, so far from 
helping our cause, are bound to create, in the minds 
of our opponents, prejudice against us; but we sin
cerely hope and trust that the situation w ill be dealt 
with on its own merits, uninfluenced by the deeds of 
~hose who take a perverted view of freedom and 
patriotism. 

We firmly belive that the only rallying cry 
which can unite Hindus, Muhammadans, Christians 
Sikhs, Parsis, and EuropeanF, the propertied classes 
and the labouring and the depressed classes, can be 
Dominion status for India, not as a distant goal or 
ideal,but as an objeot capable of achievement within 
the shortest possible limit of time. In a constitution 
seeking to give India the status of a Dominion there 
will be no difficulty in making ample provision for 
the safeguarding of her security against internal 
trouble and foreign aggression during the period of 
transition. The mutual. relations of British India 
and Indian States· can also be satisfactorily defined 
and provision made for their future regulation con
sistently, on tlie one hand, with the Dominion status 
now contemplated, and, on the other, with the 
autonomy of the Indian States. Those of us who 
believe in the peaceful evolution of India cannot but 
deplore that any section of the people of this country 
should raise the cry of independence and involve 
our future in turmoil and confusion. Believing as 
we do that the . Labour Government· and Lord· 
Irwin are in real earnest in seeking an accept

. able. solution of the constitutional problem we should 
be guilty of utter short-sightedness and lack of 
statesmanship if we fail to seize the opportunity that 
has been extended to us. We realise that the task 
of those who helieve in Dominion status and who 
are prepared to work for it has become more diffi
cult by reason of the attitude adopted by one lead
ing political organisation in India and that their 
responsibility has become all tbe greater. But if all 
the other parties who believe in Dominion status 
will join hands together in pressing India's claim 
there is no reason why we shoulr! not achieve it. 
But this makes it necessary that the internal differ
ences which divide one community from another 
should be composed in a just and generous manner. 
Believing as we do in principles of justice and equa
lity and fairness to all parties and communities and 
interests, we make an earnest appeal to all those 
whose objeotive is Domonion status to devise a 
means of common deliberation. If such an attempt 
is made and we prooeed about our business in I' 
1!JIirit of give and take we are confident of.a settle
ment amongst ourselves which will expedite and 
.facilitate the work of the round tahle conference in 

London. It is in that hope and belief that we issu ... · 
this appeal. As a necessary priliminary we shalt; 

. appoint a small committee of o\\r own Party with 
power to co-operate with representatives of othep 
Parties for the purpose of taking the necessa", 
initiative. 

!ttvitws. 
EARLY MAHOMEDAN INDIA. 

THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF INDIA, VOL. 
III, TURKS AND AFGHANS, Ed. By Sm: 
WOLSELY HAIG. (Cambridge University Press.)-
1928. 24,cm. xxxi + 752p. 4,2/-

THE third volume of the Cambridge History of
India, dealing with the early Muhammadan period ... 
usually miscalled the 'Pathan' period, fully sustains
the reputation for scholarship established by the
Cambridge series of Modern, Mediaeval and Ancien!;: 
Histories. The present volume is edited by Sir 
Wolsely Haig, who himself contributes no less tban 
eighteen of the twenty-three chllopters-an unusual 
proceeding, but one which in our opinion the reader· 
will have no reason to regrst, for we cannot easily 
think of a scholar more competent to deal with this 
period than Sir W olsely Haig. Of the remaining: 
five chapters, two are on Burma and Geylon;_ 
one on Gujarat and Khandesh, contributed by Sir
Denison Ross; one on the Hindu States in Southern 
India, by Prof. Krishnaswami Ayyangar of Madras
and the last, a fascinating chapter on the monuments 
of Muslim India, by Sir John Marshall, Director
General of the Archaeological Survey of India. Not_ 
the least attractive part of the volume is the fifty-on80 
magnificent plates at the end, illustrating the monu..
ments of the early Muhammadan period. 

One rises from a perusal of the present volume
with a somewhat different conception of the fanatioi-
sm and ferocity of the early Muhammadan rulers of
India than that of the text-books. The following: 
passage is noteworthy in this connection:--

"The rhapsodies or Muslim historians in their
account of the suppression of a rising or the capture
of a fortress of towns and villages burnt, of whole
districts laid waste, of temples destroyed and idols 
overthrown, of hecotombs of 'misbelivers sent to hen 
or dispatched to their own place' and of thousands· 
of women and children enslaved might delude us 
into the belief that the early Muslim occupation or 
northurn India was one prolonge.d holy war waged 
for the extirpation of idolatry and the propagation of 
Islam, had we not proof that this· cannot have been 
the case. Mahmud the Iconoclast maintained a large 
corps of Hindu horse; his son Masud prohibited his 
Muslim officers from offending the religious susoe
ptibilities of their Hindu comrades, employed the 
Hindu Tilak for the suppression of the rebellion of 
of the Muslim Ahamad Niyattigin, approved of 
of Tilak's mutilation of Muslims, and made him 
the equal of his Muslim nobles; Muiz-ud-din Muha
mad [Muhammad Ghoril allied himself with the 
Hindu Raja of Jammu against the Muslim KhuBrau 
Malik of Lahore and employed Hindu legends on. 
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Ms coinage; all Muslim rulers in India, from Mah
mud downwards, acoepted, when it suitsd them to .do 
,,0, the allegiance of Hindu rulers and landholders, 
·and confirmed them, as vaesals, in the possession of 
their hereditary land; and one of the pretexts for 
.Timur's invasions of India at the end of the four
tsenth century was the toleration of Hinduism .... 
On the whole it may be assumed that the rule of the 
Slave Kings over their Hindu subjects, though dis
figured by some intolerance and by gross cruelty 
'towards the disaffected, was as just and humane as 
that of the Norman Kings in England and far more 
tolerant than that of Philip II in Spain and the 
Netberlands." (pp.88-89.) 

Similarly, Sir John Marshall observes, with 
'Special reference to the artistio gifts of the Muslim 
, invaders:-

"The Muslims, moreover, who conquered India 
,-men of Afghan, Persian and Turki blood-were 
:endowed with remarkably good taste and a natural 
talent for building. The picture that some writers 
· bave drawn of tbem, as wild and semi-barbarous hill
men descending on an ancient and vastly superior 
<:ivilisation, is far from the truth. That they were 
brutal fighters, without any 'of the chivalry, for 
~X8mple, of the Rajputs, and that they were capable 
{)f acts of savagery and gross intemperance, may be 
conceded. But these 'were viceilcommon in those 
.ages to most Asiatlo 'nations and did not preclude 
· them any more than they had precluded the Ghaz
navids from participating in the prevalent culture 

· and arts of Islam. Quth-ud-din Aibak was ruthless 
enough to enslave en mosse the population of Kalin

'jar, but he had also the genius and imagination to 
'create a mosque as superb 80S any in Islam; and 
though Ala-ud-din Khalji slaughtered thousands of 
Mougals in cold blood at Delhi, he was the author of 

: buildings of unexampled graoe and nobility." 
. (PP. 569-570 ), ' 

, The unique interest of the period of our history 
with which, the present volume deals lies in the 
impact of Islam and Hinduism: .. Seldom in the 

, history of mankind, .. as the author who has been just 
-cjuoted remarks, " has the spotacle been witnessed of 
two oivilisations, so vast and so strongly developed
yet so radically dissimilar as the Muhammadan and 
Hindu, meetins and mingling together. "That be 
i ng so, it is to be regretted that no attempt has bee~ 
made in the presentlvolume to trace the results of 
this impact in spheres other than that of art-e. g. 
religion, and of what in Hinduism ia so intimately 
conneoted witb religion, social organisation. Again 
we think the reader would have welcomed some a~ 
count of the Afghan and especially the Turki' inva
ders of India in tbeir respective homes. Lastly, we 

, . do not expect such easily avoidable mistakes as the 
following in a publi08tion of the Cambridge Unlver

, '8ity Press,....' 1114.' for '1151 ' (P. 36, 1. 25 ); 'the 
.central outhari/~a UJa8 strong' (p. 4.5 1. 29 ) ; 'become' 
for 'becllDle' ( p. 95, 1. 31 ). etc. 

R. P. PATWARDHAN. 

,AMElUCAN SHl,PPING 
THE AMERICAN MERCHANT MARiNE· PRO

B L E M .(N ational Industrial Conference;' Board 
'. _ l 

New York) 1929. 22cm. 167p. $2.50:-"· (~; :," 
~,' " 

THERE ara several post-war problems peculu'r ,t<.\'the 
United States and the Merchant Marine problem' is 
one of these. Prior to 1914. American interests in, 
shipping had for many years been chiefly in 'the 
operation of vessals in the coastwise and nearby 
foreign trades. During the war the shipping indus
try in the United States was abnormally stimulated 
and thereafter the decline in world production and 
trade and the general economic disorganisation 
severely depressed the industry in respect of both 
building and operation It is to throw light on 
this and other problems that the National Indus
risl Conference Board has published the bOOK oalled 
the American Merchant Marine Problem. The pro
blems which are treated in this book "re not only 
important to the American public but also to the 
world at large. India is passing through, a phase 
when she would welcome light thrown ·on any of 
the cig political or economic problems with which 
her leaders are busying themselves at present. The 
question of developing her mercantile marine is one 
of these, and the Indian people have rightly felt that 
this is one of the fundamental pillars' Jor ,the recon
struction of the Indian eoonolUic struoture. . 'India 
had once a highly developed shipbuilding industry of 
her own, and her ships travelled far and:wide in the 
interests of Indian trade. All this shipbuilding and 
shipping, however, suffered immensely at the hands 
of foreign shipping which was encouraged hy the 
State at the expense of indigenous shipping. Recently 
efforts are being made to revive Indian shipping and 
the awakened self-consciousness of the country will 
not be satisfied unless the country possesses an 
efficient and well-developed shipping of her own. 
The authors of the book try in the first place to re
move a misunderstanding which threatens to be 

, very common, which is that a country can not develop 
its, shipping unless it has suitable economic 
and geographical factors. India, however, has 
such favourable factors, and there is no justification 
for taking shelter behind some shibboleth and saying 
that she will not be able to develop a merchant 
marine of her own. One may even proceed further and 
say that the argument advanced by the authors need 
not be taken too literally. It is often times adduced 
to prevent less developed' countries from following 
the same path as has been trodden before by advanced 
countries. When Germany began to develop her 
mercantile marine and navy, the British people 
began to sooff and jeer on the ground that a success
ful navy could be run only by people with the 
instinct for seamanship in their blood. It was simi
larly said that people who had not the instinctive 
touoh of a Lancashire man or woman could not 
succeed with their spinning and weaving industry so 
well as Lanceshire. And yet India has succeed
ed largely snd still more largely bas Japan suoceeded. 
Germany also has succeeded with her shipbuilding 
and shipping, and German s .. nors have been able to 
get up their own naval tradition. in no way inferior 
to British nav .. l traditions. It was a favourite theory 
of the Manchester School of Economics that every 
country had got a speciality for some particular 
industry. Some oountries were meant to be indu
strial and others were meant to remain agricultural 
and to supply raW materials for the use of the former. 
Under tbis comfortable view of life England was to 
continue as an industrial country while we were to 
continue to supply her factories with the needed raw 
materials. All this has changsd however and every 
country Can with patience and perservanoe establisla 
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any industry or train an army and ns.vy. The book 
mentions some advantages whioh are possessed by-the 
United States for the development of American 
merohant marine. These are (1) an extensive sea
ooast, (2) open harbours whioh Sore not blocked as in 
Russia in the winter season, (3) possession of exten
-sive natural resources. These advantages are posses
sed by India also and provided our people are 
prepared for putting into operation the same remedies 
as were adopted by the United States there is no 
reason why we should not have a successful merchant 
mMine of our OWD. Mr. Haji's Bill, which is an 
attempt in this direction is stigmatised by English 
oritics as an expropriation measure. They, however, 
readily forget that the means suggested th.rein have 
been adopted befor. now by several Western countries 
and that the term expropriation was not applied to 
them. The authors of the book have described what 
were the steps taken to develop the American merchan~ 
marine. These measures include the exclusion of 
foreign shipping from the coastwise and interooastal 
-trades, the admission of foreign-built vessels to 
American registry subject to the provision that they 
must be used exclusively in foreign trade and tbe 
assistance afforded under the Merohant Marine Act 
1928. Ships of foreign nations have been exoluded 
from the ooasting trade of tbe United States sinoe 
1789. This policy was originally enforced by the 
imposition of disoriminatory tonnage tax whioh was 
effective in exoluding foreign vessels. In 1817 Con-
grass substituted a specific prohibition whioh has 
sinoe remained in force. The result of all such efforts 
is that at the present time the tonnage of American 
shipping in the coastwise and intercoastal trades is 
greater tban that of the eniire mercnant marine of 
any maritime nation with the exception of Great 
Britain. On January I, 1929, the coastwise fleet of 
the United States comprised 714 vessels of 1000 gross 
tons and over. with a gross tonnage of 3,490,319 tons. 
The United States is a much more powerful and 
wealthy country than India. N evert heless, there is 
no reason to suppose tbat what the former has been 
able to achieve the latter will never be able to do. 

J. K. MEHTA. 

SHORT NOTICE. 
OLD RHODESIAN DAYS, By HUGH MARSHALL 

HOLE. ( Macmillan, London) 1928. 22cm. 
139p. 10/6. 

THE author of this very interesting and histori
oally important document depicts tbe livtis of early 
pioneers. The book is full of illuminating sketches 
of such pioneers as Rhodes and Jameson. His 
description of the Native races duri ng those early 
days, their condition and the diffioulties which tbe 
pioneers had to confront in deMing with them, and of 
the country and its natural scenery is superb. There 
are numerous piquant stories of the ways of the early 
settlers, missionaries and officials. The magistrates 
during those days in Rhodesia heard appeals against 
their own judgments I Once on hearing a notice of 
appeal tbe magistrate remarked: "Very well, but it 
is quarter to one now and time for tiffin, so I'll try 
tbe appeal tomorrow morning". The natives during 
those days were known as "niggers", Ubut", says 
the Buthor, "we have become so timidly delicate of 
speech that I fear I should shock refined ears to use 
that good old word today ... " It will not be out of 
place to mention here tbat duriIlg the last election 
in BritaiD, Mr. Lloyd George in one of his speeches 
referred to the English manufactured bicyoles 
destined for the use of Afrioans of the West Coast as 
"nigger bioycles". Mr. Lloyd George perhaps is 
above all considerations of delicllte and refined taste 

The book should be a valu:>ble addition to any 
library. 

S. A. WAIZ. 

mi.Gctllantou.G. 
THE NATIONAL IJBERAL FEDERATION. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

"This Federation strongly condemns the dastardly 
attempt to wreck His Excellency the Viceroy's train 
and conveys to Their Exoellenoies the Viceroy and 
Lady Irwin its oongratulations on the providential 
escape of themselvee and their party, The Fsderation. 
places on record its abhorrenoe and detestation of th&
orime whioh is wholly repugnant to the spirit of 
Indian life and oulture. Tbe Federation authorises 
the President to convey this resolution to His Ex-
oellenoy the Viceroy by telegram. 

The National Liberal Federation of India cor
dially welcomes the announcement made on October 
31, 1929 by His Excellency the Viceroy as it autho
ritatively confirms the view that Dominion Status 
for India was what was intended by the Deolaration 
of 1917, as it definitely recognises' that British Indi&. 
and the Indian States should together form a _ greater
united India and as it ooncedes India's claim to &. 

right to confer on a footing of equality with th& 
British Cabinet on the form of the future constitution. 
of India. 

The Federation further resolves that the Liberal 
PBl'ty do participate in the deliberations of the Con
ferenoe contemplated in the announcement. This 
Federation strongly urgee that the Round Table Con
ference should be held as early as poseible in 1930. 
and that the progressive elements in the country 
should have preponderant representation. 

This Federation urges upon all Parties in India 
which aooept the recent announcement of His Ex
oellency the Vioeroy wholeheartedly and are prepar-
ed to secure its complete and immediate realisation. 
to combine together for the purpose of securing &.

constitution based on Dominion Status, subject to
suoh safeguards and reservations as may be neoessary 
for the period of transition. 

This Federation notes with gratification the 
acceptance by prominent rulers of Indian States of 
the implications of the announcement of H. E. the
Viceroy and recognises that in any future constitu. 
tion of India based upon Dominion status suitable 
guarantees should be provided for continuance of
their rights and their obligations regarding the in-
ternal autonomy of Indian States. 

This Federation tru~ts that the rulers of Indian· 
States will themselves reorganise the system of ad
ministration in their respective States and level up
the standards of administration in the States so as t(). 
approximate to the form of Government prevailing in_ 
British India. 

This Federation views with grave alBl'm th& 
reoommendation in the report of Sir Samuel Wilson 
for an increase in the proportion of the representa
tives of the European oommunity on the Legislative 
Council of Kenya to the serious detriment of the, 
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interests of the Afrioan natives as well as of -the 
Indian oommunity in that Colony and is strongly of 

-c>pinion that no constitutional advanoe be sanotioned 
in any of the East African Colonies till the natives 
are able to take an effective share in the repre
sentation by means of eleotion on a common fran
llhise in common electorates. The Federation there
lore supports tbe recommendation of the Hilton 
Young Commission in favour of the substitution of 
1l0mmon for the existing s~parate electorates and 
<lalls upon the Imperial Government to start inqui
ries with a view to establishing a oommon roll in 
the interest not only of the Indian community but 

-of the whole Colony. 
This Federation invites the attention of the 

Government to the necessity of ... king the Whitley 
'Commission to expedite their work and to take effeo
-tive aotion on it with a view to ameliorate the pre
',sent situation. 

This Federation appoints Ii. Committee of the 
following eight membars to collect materials and pre
pare tbe case for Dominion Status and to authorise the 
President to meet the necessary oosts from the Party 
funds. Sir P. S. Siv ... wami Aiyar, Sir C. P. Rama
-swamy Aiyar. Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar, 
Mr. C. Y. Chintamani, Sir Moropant Joshi, Sir 

-()himanlal Setalvad, Sir Sankar Rao Chitnavis, Sir 
"rej Bahadur Sapru ( Convenor ). 

THE INDIAN NATIONAL OONGRESS. 
TEXT OF RESOLUTIONS. 

. THrs Congress expresses its appreciation of the 
supreme self-saorifice" of Jatind... and Phoongi U. 
Wi.aya and offers its oondolenoe to their 
families and is further of opinion that the foreign 
government in India is responsible for their self
immolation. 

This Congress expresses its sorrow at the 
. deaths of Pandit Gokarnnath Misra, ex-General 
Seoretary of the A. I. C. C.and Prof. S. M. Paranjpye 
and Messrs. Bhaktavatealu Naldu, Rohinikanta 
Hatibarua and R. K. Lahiri. 

This Gongress deplores the bomb outrage 
perpetrated on the Vioeroy's train and re-iterates its 

. (lonviotion that such action is not only oontrary to . 
the oreed of the Congress but resulte in harm being 
done to the national oause. It oongratulates the 
Vioeroy and Lady Irwin on their fortunate and 
I\8lTOW esoape. 

This Congress, whilst endorsing the action 
·()f the Working Committee in oonneotion with the 
manifesto signed by the party leaders inoluding 
'(Jongressmen in oonnection with the Vioeregal pro
nounoement of Ootober 31 relating to Dominion 
Status, and appreoiating the efforts of the V ioeroy 
towards a peaoeful settlement of the national move
ment for Swarajya, and having oonsidered the result 
of t~e meeting between the Vioeroy and Pandit 
Motllal N~hru and cther leaders, is of the opinion 
-that nothmg oan be gained in the existing oircum
stanoes by the Congress being represented at the 
proposed Round Table Conferenoe and, in pursuance 

·o()f the r,,!,olution p .... ed at the Caloutta <Jongress last 
yaar thlB Congress now deolares that 'Swarajya' in 
the Congress oreed shall now mean 'independenoe'; . 

Therefore, it deolares the Nehru soheme of 
D0lI!ini~ns Statu. to have lapsed and hopes that all 
parties m the Congress will devote their exolusi,e 
attantion to the attainmant oC oomplete independenoe, 
",nd hopes also that those whom the tentativa solution 
d" the oommunal problem suggested in the NehrU. 

ConStitution has prevented from joining the Congress 
or actuated them to abstain from it, will now join 
or rejoin the Congress and £9810u8Iy prosecuta the 
common goal. -• 

And ... a preliminary step towards organising a 
campaign for independence and in order to make the 
Congress policy oon.istent with the ohange of ita 
oreed, the <Jongress declares a oomplete boycott of 
tbe Central and Provincial Legislatures and calls 
upon Congre.smen to abstain from participating, 
directly or indirectly, in future elections and call. 
upon present . members of the Legislature., to .tiend~ 
their resignations and call. upon the nation to 
concentrate its· attention upon the constructive pro-
gramme of the <Jongres.. . 

The Congress authorises the All-India Congress _ 
Committe., whenever it deems fit, to launch upon a 
programme of civil disobedienoe, including non-pay_ 
ment·of tnes, whethar in .eleoted areas or otherwise, 
and under such safeguards as it may oonsider neces
sary. 

In view of the lapse of the Nehru Report it 
is unnessary to declare the policy of the Congress 
regarding communal questions, the Congress believ
ing that in an independent India communal ques
tions can only be solved on srictly national lines. 
But as the Sikhs in particular, and Muslims and 
other minorities in general, had expre.sed dissatis
faction OVer the solution of the communal question 
proposed in the Nehru Report, this Congress assures 
the Sikhs, Muslims and otber minorities that no so' 
lution thereof in any future constitution can be 
acceptable to the Congress that does not give full 
.atisfaction to the parties concerned. 

In the opinion of this Congress the time h ... 
arrived for the Ruling Prinoes of India to grant 
re.ponsible government to their people and enaot 
law. Or is.ue proclamations safeguarding the 
elementary and fundamental rights of their people, 
such ... freedom -of movement, freedom of speech. 
freedom to hold public meetings and security of 
person and property. 

This Congress is of opinion that the finan
cial burdens, directly or indirectly imposed on India 
by the foreign administration, are such as free India 
Mnnot bear and oannot be expeoted to bear. This 
Congress, while reaffirming the resolution passed by 
the Gaya Congre •• in 1922, reoords its opinion, for 
the information of aU concerned, that every obliga
tion and oonoes.ion to be inherited by independent 
India will be strictly subject to investigation by an 
independent tribunal and every obligation and every 
conoession, no matter how inourred or given, will be 
repudiated if it is not fond by suoh tribu nal to be 
just and justifiable. 

This <Jongress condemns the refusal of pass
ports for return to India to Sjt. Shapurji Sa1datwala 
ex-M. P., and others who are living in England and 
other foreign countries. 

This Congress oongratulates Srimati Sarojini 
Naidu, who recently went to Esst Alries. at conside
rable inoonvenienoe to herself. and the Indians in 
East Africs. on the cle,.r nstion"'-- stand they took 
upon the Indian problem in that sub-continent. This 
Congress is of opinion that no solution of theques
tion cs.n .atisfy the nation that aocepts communal 
electorates and is bo.sed on disoriminative franchise 
or that imposes disqualifioation on Indians ho~ding 
property. 

ALL-INDIA MUSLIM OONFERENCE. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

THE Executive Board of tha All-India Muslim 
Confe_ ~ the- Indian Mu!lS8lm,.ns 
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expresses its deep abhorrence of the dastardly bomb 
outrage committed on the Viceregal train at Delhi 
on Monday, Dec. 23rd, and tenders to Their 
Excellencies Lord and Lady Irwi.n the sincere con
gratulations of the Muslim community on the provi
dential escape of Their Excellencies and their party. 

The Executive :Soard of the All-India Muslim 
Conference greatly appreciates the efforts of the 
South African Mussalmans who' had organiireda 
Conference of the South African Mussalmans at 
LourencoMarques in November last and is glad to. 
affiliate it to the All-India Muslim Oonference as 
desired by them: 

The Executive Board of the All-India 
Muslim Conference approves .of the decision of the 
Working Oommittee that a speoial session of the All
India Muslim Oonference be held at such central 
place as the Working Oommittee may consider sui
table, immediately after the publication of the Simon 
,Commission's Report in order to give adequate expres
sion to the views of the Indian Mussalmans regard
ing the scheme of constitutional refo.rms which may 
be acceptable to the Mussalmans of India. 

The Executive Board of the All-India 
Muslim Oonference welcomes the announcement 
made by His Excellency the Vicero.y regarding the 
holding of a Round Table Co.nference in London . 
between the representatives of His Majesty's Gov
ernment, British India, and the Indian Statss as it 
indicates that the British Nation has been sufficiently 
impressed by India's desire for freedom, and earnestly 
'Wishes to. have an agreed co.nstitution for a self
governing India, framed by representatives of all' 
vital interests, co.mmunities and parties concerned. 
'Large sections o.f'Mussalmans had regretfully come 
,to the conclusion that the British Nation did not 
desir.e the freedom of India, and acting on the prin
ciple that full responsible government should be 
,achieved, if possible with the British co.nnection, 
.andJf neoessary without it, had presumed that it had 
become necessary to achieve itwitho.ut such c nnee-

. tion. The Board now assumes that the invitation to 
the proposed Round .Table Conference means that full 
responsible government is Po.ssible with the British 
connection, and having full confidence in the oause 
which the Muslims of India represent, advises. the 
Mussalmans not to. close the door of ,negotiation and 
to accept the invitation to the proposed Round Table 
Oonference. The Board also deems it necessary to warn 
the M';1ssalmans against such· state-craft as is only 
to.o eVIdent .to-day and designed'.to drive a bargaIn' 
in the sacred name of freedom, 'and to. jlecure mono

'pol,y of political rights for certain castes while Jor·, 
mulating demands for freedom.in the' name of the: 
nation. The Board trusts that. the British .Government 
are not unaware .of the fact that.no constitutio.n 
will be acoeptaHeto the Mussalmans until and 
unless adquate safeguards are. pro.vided· for, their 

,rights and interests as laid down in tb~ reso.lutioui 
unanimously adopted in the All In6ia Muslim' 
Oonference held at D.lhi on Jan. 1st, 1929 under the 
Presidency of His Highness the AghaKhan and 
unless they are effeotively represented in the 
Conference by men who truly represent'the commu
nity, respect the inviolability o.f the Islamic Law, 

'possess the confidence of their co-religionists and 
give true expression to their views and sentiments. 

The Executive Board of the All-India 
Muslim Oonference places on record its' emphatio 
protest ,agl;\inst the system of ,electo.rates and the 
scheme o.f representation for the various oo.mmunities 
in the Provin!'ial Legi~lative Councils and the 

Oentral Legislature as proposed by the majority of th&· 
Indian Oentral Oommittee. The Board regards that, 
scheme as in the highest degree detrimental to th& 
best interests of India, absolutely unjust to theo 
Indian Mussalmans and as pointed out by the two. 
dissenting Muslim members of the Oommittee, in
volving consequences prejudicial to the smooth, 
working of ,the legislative machinery in the. 
country. 

The Executive Board of the All-India Muslim 
Oonference is amazed to find that while reoognising 
the fitness of the N orth-West Frontier Province for the 
introduction of a reformed legislative and admini
strative system, the majority of the Indian Central 
Oommittee have recommended the introduotion only 
of the Minto-Morley Rllforms in that Province. 

The Board is of opinion that the invidious 
distinction thus sought to be drawn between that 
Province and the rest of India has no justification 
whatsoever and regards it as essential in the interest 
of India as a whole that the Province should have the 
,same legislative and adminisrative machinery as 
may be set up in the other prc,vinces of India and 
desires it to be clearly understood that Mussalmans 
cannot accept anything less than this for the North-
West Frontier Province. , 

The Executive Board of the All-India Muslim 
Oonference views with grave ooncern the attitude 
of the British Government and the Hindu leaders 
with reference to the due representation and protec
tion of the interests of the Indian Mussalmans in the 
forthcoming constitutional reforms, and In conse
quence advises the M ussalmans to 90ncentrate on 
constructive work and to rely exclusively on their 
own organiFed efforts to secure for themselves their 
legitimate position in the constitutional and adminis
trative .maohinery of a self·governing India, co
. operating at the same time with the other minorities 
in the country for the realisation of their legitimate 
rights, and to prevent the coming into existence of an . 
oligarchy in this oountry • 

. The Executive Board of . the All-India Muslim 
Oonference congratulates. Afghanistan on success-· 
fully emerging out of its recent troubles and is grats
ful to His Majesty Ghazi Muhammad Nadir Shah for 
having re-established a strong Islamic Oentral Gov.-· 
ernment in Afghanistan and prays to Almighty God 
to. spare Afghanistan in future from such troubles as 
it has recently passed through and to grant· it con-
tinued progreSs and prOSJlerity. . 

CURE FOR DEAFNESS. 

FINE .OLD REMEDY. 
THE wonderful. curative power Po.ss~ssed by 

many old herbs has never been surpassed 
by modern treatment, and one of the most im
portant of these old-fashioned remedies is the 
.. AURAL HERB OOMPOUND, .. 'which has been 
found remarkably successful in cases of nasBl 
catarrh, noises in the head and deafness. Severe, 
and lo.ng-standing cases, which had resisted all 
modern remedies" have been quickly and 
permanently ,cured by this old herbal pre-. 

'paration. Recommended with the utmost confid
ence. Prioe ·Rs. ,., per tin, post free, direct fro.m 'I 

AURAL 'MEDltmTltlN eo .. 
L 160 Biikb~c1, Road, BeckeDham, Euglud., 
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