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Topics of the Werk..

MacDonald's Visit to the States.

. MR. MaAcDONALD'S visit to the United States
makes it practically certain that an agreement will
be reached between the two countries in respect of the
limitation and reduction of naval armaments, If
there was one single cause to which the breakdown of

the Coolidge Conference was due it was the promi. |

nence given to expert opinion and the lack of deplo-
matio preparation behind it, From the present conversa-
tions the naval experts have been rigorously kept out
and the political chiefs in the two countries have
taken up the negotiations directly in their own hand.
Mr. Hoover and Mr. MacDonald present a striking
contrast in several respects, but, if for different re-
asons, each of them has the will to peace ina re-
markable degree. The result can therefore be safsly
anticipated that a definite stop will be put to a race
in naval armaments as hetween the two most power-
ful naval powers. But the sgreement, when it comes
"~ about, will be used only as an instrument for
persuading Japan and the two Mediterranean naval
powers to reach a Five-Power agreement. There is
little doubt that after an Anglo-American understand-
ing such a Five-Power agreement will not be long in
coming. Japan is only too willing to come in ; the
other two powers too will not-hold out long, At any
rate a Five-Power Confarence,- proposed to be held
early next year, will meet under the best of auspices.
- When navel disarmament—or, o be more precise,
limitation and reduction of naval armaments—has
taken place, the way will be clear for taking up the
question of military disarmament, which presents
groater difficuities. Never were conditions more
favourable for world peace than now.

Congress President. ' Y

THE election of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to the
Congress chair is a great personal triumph, on which
he is to be warmly eongratulated. The great quali-~
ties of intellect, character and personniity which he
has exhibited to suck an eminent degree at an early
stage of his public career had in any case marked
him out for the very high honour which has now
eome to him, Even those who would have preferred
to wait for some time before they would call him
to the office of Congress President were never
lacking in appreciation of these high qualities of the
Pandit ; their hesitation was merely due to the fact
that next year, which may easily be the most critical
inthe annals of Modern India,qualities were required
in the acoredited leader of the country of which fhe
young Pandit has not yet had an opportunity of
giving concrete proof. It is idle to conceal the fact
that the hesitation in some quarters of the Congress
was great. As soon as it became known that Mahatma.
Gandhi could not be persuaded to reconsider his refu-
sal unless he felt sure that his policy would find
acceptance in the Congress, proposals began coming
in that the final choice of the President need not be
confined to the names put up by the Provinciel Con-
gress Committees ; even hints were dropped that some
names were put up in the belief that, as against
Mshatmsa Gandhi's, they had no chance. For this
reason, it was said, the list would have to be revised ;
in any case the A LC.C. could go outside the names
proposed and select a veteran lteader such as Pandit
Motilal Nehru for the third time. The nervousness
thus-displayed is quite undersiandable. One who is
gommitted to a declaration of independence even if |
Dominion Status was obtainable on September
5 instead of on December 31 and who looks upon
passive resistance as the normal weapon
of political warfare is not, it is felt, exactly the
person to lead the couniry which hss already been
committed, for good or evil, to the declarafionof in-
dependence and a recourse to passive resistance on
the New year's day in ocircumsitances which are by no
means problematical now. There is of ocourse this
thing to be said in favour of the choice: if under
Pandit Jawaharlal's leadership passive resistance is
not launched and independence is not proclaimed
upon the fateful day, then the couniry will know
that there are insuperable difficulties in franslating
these fanoies into actuality. Mahatma Gandhi has
been declaring in public meetings, in advance of the
Lucknow decision, that lte is firm in his resolution
to head a no-tax campaign in pursuance of the Cal-
cutta Congress resolution, and certainiy Gandhiji
means what he says; but considering the remsons
which dictated his refusal of the Congress president-
ship, he must appear to some to be engaged in some-
thing perilously like whistlingto keep up his courage.
It is to be earnestly hoped that the Congress deci-
sions in the coming session will be guided by a wise

. statemanship.
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~ Failure " of the Sastri Mission.

THE Indian Daily Mail says in its leader of
Det. 1:“Mr. K. C. Roy, whose speech in the Legisla-
tive Assembly on the subject {of East Africa) on
Thursday was markedly intemperate in some parts,
indulgad in an indiscriminate attack not only on
the { Hilton Young) Reaport, but on Mr. Sastri’s
missicn and the Government of India for denying
the Legislative Assembly an opportunity for dis-
cussing the Repori. Notwithstanding Mr. Roy's
dicktum, we venture to think that the Report is an
extremely able one and it has taken a fair view of
the position of Indians in East Africa. ... If Mr.
Sastri’s mission was a failure, it was because, un-
Enown tn him and perhaps also to the Government
of India, the Baldwin Government had authorised
Sir Samuel Wilson to inforin the European leaders
that the communal electorates will not be disturbed,
This stiffened the attitude of the Europeans and, as
Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdss said, forced the com-
mercial community among them which has been in-
clined to take a liberal view on the question, into con-
Yformity with the setllers’ policy of white domina-
tion. The discredit for the failure must rest, not
with Mr, Sastri, nor with the Government of India,
hut with the Baldwin Goverament which in the
vain hope of being returned to power, indulged in
this bit of underhand dealing with the Kenya Euro-
neans."’

* * »*

The late Mr. S. M. Paranjpe,

THE news of the death of Mr. Shivram Mahadeo
Paranjpe will be received by people all over the
Deccan and what is called “greater Maharashira”
with profound grief. In his college career he laid
the foundation of the Sanskrit erudition for which
he was everafterwards noted and which gave s certain
dignity to his style of writing, by securing the
Bhagwandas Scholarship and the Zala prize in M. A,
His early fame was made as Editor of a weekly
newspaper in Marathi which in a shori time he made
the organ of advanced nationalist opinion in the
Deccan. His style was trenchant and marked
by a powerful irony which at times rose to the
highest point of eloguence. In 1908 he was incarcera-
ted for sedition which incapacitated him from
vigorous journalistic work for a few years; this
period however he utilized in putting forth a mass
of literary work which has placed him 1in the front
rank of ieralii. Since 1920 he had come to believe
in the creed of non-co-operacion and had shown him-
self o staunch supporter of the Gandhian school of
thought, working for Hindu-Muslim unity, removal
of untouchability and undiluted Swaraj for which
Iatter he worked through his paper the Swarajya, his
second journalistic enterprise. Tvery one could see
that latierly he had been using his influence to bring
about an understanding between the several parties
in the Deccan and for the last few months he was
waorking for the popularising of the Nehru Repert as a
common platform for such a rapproachement. Among
his varied activities must be mentioned public
speaking and by common consent he was one of the
best exponents of that art and used it very sucocess-
fully in his nationalist propaganda work, The public
1ife of this Presidency has suffered a great loss by his
demise and it may be years before this place is taken
by another leader with such sterling qualities.

* * *

“The Progress of the Marriage Bill.

THE Assembly has shown determined resolution
in passing the Marriage Bill by an overwhelming
majority, Fantastic attempts to introduce certain
exemptions which could not stand the test of reason

#

were Tuthlessly set aside; one of these related g
Brahmins among whom it was said post-puberty
marriages were forbidden by religion as well as
custom. Nothing can be more pitiable tham that a
community like the Brahmins which is expected to
give a lead in inteliectual matters should try to
exempt itself from the operation of such & beneficent
piece of legislation. A futile attempt was made by
some Muslim members to exempt the Muslims from
the operation of the Bill on the ground that the pro-
visions were against the Shariat and thus departed
from the recognised policy of religious neutrality to
which the Government were pledgad ; their own core-
ligionists however made short work of such argu-
ments. It is deplorable that the Bombay Ulemas are
still continuing their agitation against the Bill by
making representations to the Viceroy, Equally un-
successful werae the attempts to postpone the oparation
of the Bill to a period two or three years henca. The
most important of the items which want to make up
the array of arguments in favour of the Bill is the
support given to it by the All-India Medical Con-
ference. 'We are sure the gloomy prognostications of
Mr. Acharya would never be fulfilled. The picture
conjurad up by him of msternity bzfore marriage re-
sulting from fixing the age of marriage al 14 is
highly coloured and is the producs of an imagination
which outruns the sense of reality. What is want-
ed is more facls and fewer phrases. Equally unfound-
ed are the fears entertained by Mr. Sesha Iyengar
that the Bill will placs a premium on blackmailers,
As we expecied the Council of Siate has caught the
spirit of obstruction pravalent in the Assambly and
many of the members in that Chamber supporied s
motion for the postponement of the consideration of
the Bill tut fortunately it was defeated. Sir E.
Haroon Jaffer became the spokesman of the Muslim
opposition in the Council of Stafe and referred to the
considerad opposition of a largz number of Ulemas to
the marriage logislation. We think however that the
assurance of a lawyer of Mr. Jinnah's position that
the Bill did not affect the Muslim law at any point
ought to be a sufficient answer fo such pleas. De-
spite sll the opposition, the Council of State has pass-
ed the Bill and we are sure it will in due course
receive the assent of the Governor-General.

* * *
The Indiaa Central Committee.

THE differances in the Central Committee have
recently come to such a point that the dissentient mem-
bers who are opposed to the draft preparad by the Secre-
tary have moved a vote of no-confidence against the
Chairmsain. Dr. Suhrawardy and three other members
have prepared a separate drafi which they are anxi-
ous to pass as the final report of the Commitiee, but
so far Sir Sankaran Nair has managed to resist their
pretensions. The Secretary to the Commitiee has tried
recontly to preserve a show of decorum dy stating
that the draft report has been passed with a number
of modifications and that the moeting has been very
amicable. But the puzzle as to which of the two
competing draft reports has been passed has noi lgeen
so farunravelled. It is rumoured that Sir Hari Singh
Gour moved the no-confidence resolution saying that
the Chairman has forfeited all confidence of the
Comumittee by his arbitray acts ; but this motion was
disallowed by Sir Sankaran Nair. What is likely
however to produce a debacle is the way in which it is
stated that Sir Sankaran Nair ruled that every para-
graph of the report had been passed in spite of the
fact that the four dissentient members expressed dis-
approval in a lump. Whatever may turn up later
on it is clear that the recommendations of the Com-
mittee are not unanimous; it is very likely that the
four members will present their dissenting reports or
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minutes if the latter word is a salve to their con-
science, The most disquieting feature of the whole
situation is that communsl differences have been
fully exploited by Government by constituting such
a polyglot Committes. After the repeated rebuffs that
the Committe has already suffered we are informed
recently that the Statutory Commissiony has refused
to the Central Committee even the glimpse of their
own findings and suggestions. Suck are the privi-
leges accorded to the members of a “joint free Confer-
ence’! That the Central Committee, which was ap-
pointed to asgist the Commission to bring out-the In-
dian point of view in regard o all matters discussed,
hsaes failed to do so will hardly be denied by anybody
after all these happenings. Instead of presenting to
the world the joint aspirations of Indians the report
of the Committee will only accentuate the sectional
demands of the various groups in the Indian Legis-

lature,
%+ » L J

Land Revenue Legislation,

ALTHOUGH in reply to & series of questions asked
by Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar relating to the de-
lay in the pulication of the promised Resolution on
land revenue policy and the upshot of the Conference
of land Revenue Members Sir Frank Noyce made a
statement showing the progress made by Provincia
Governments in implementing the recommendations
of the Joint Perliamentary Commitiee the general
tone of the reply is far from satisfactory. It appears
now that the promised Resolution may not be issued
within & measurable distance of time since the
Government of India are unable to make a final pro-
nouncement withont consulting loeal GGovernments
and receiving their suggestions since land revenue is
a provincialsubject. But the Government knew as
much when the Resolution was promised. It is also
clear now that apart from an sccount of the measures
placed on the Statute book embodying the principles
of land revenue assessment the Government of India
bas received no memoronda regarding proposed new
methods of revision from Provincial Governments so
as to enable them to ccordinate the several policies.
Withregard to the important qnestion whether the
local Governments have been asked to suspend settle-
ment operations pending the enmctment of frosh
legislation Sir Frank Noyce kept a discreet silence
and was not prepared to thrcw any light on the
subject. It is inevitable that the public will continue
tobe in & state of suspense till the jssue of the
Resolution. It is difficult to guess what the ressons
can be for this absence of frankness with regard toan
imrortant matter which concerns the well-being of
the Indian cultivator, To us the suspension of fresh
revenue gettlements appears to be a reasonable dedu-
ction frcm the acmiesion of sericus defeets in the
prefent methods of revenue rettlement. If new
principles are to be evolved to enable us to arrive at
the decision about an equitatle share of the State out
of the profits of agriculiure, there is little reacon for
continuing to apply the old principles to any portions
of land whatsover. There cught to be no hesitation
in announcing s ruspension of further settlement

operations.
» * *

~ Primary Education Conference.

THEE third session of the ! Primary Education
Conference held at Bendia has done reme good in
ventilating grievances and offering edvice toGovern-
ment on the subject of educational progress. Mr.
Hirslal Degai, Chaitman of the Reception Cormmittee,
strongly urged the revision of the present constitu-
tion of the Schocl-Board which is not conducive to
the growth of primary education by the scope it has

offered for communalism, The new scheme which
he outlines wherein a C:ntral Board of Eduacatiom
takes the place of the Director of Public- Instruction
is however in our opinion too sweeping a reform and
a bit too cumbrous as machinery for efficiently
supervising education. Mr. Dasai’s suggestion that:
the whole proceeds of the entertainment tax must be
devoted solely to primary education will be accept--
able to everybody. In his Presidential address Prof..
M. R. Paranjpe, referring to the failure of the Primary
Education Act owing to the defects in the agency
through which the Act was put into operation, com-
plimented the Government on having frankly admited
the fact in their Memorandum to the Statutory Com-
mission. He is right in thinking that the failure
would have been avoided if the Government had not
undertaken the introduction of compulsion in local
areas and the fransfer of schools to Municipalities
and District Boards &1l at once instead of spreading
it over a series of years. As regards finances he
showed how during the last six years there has been
an expenditure of only Rs. 21 lakhs on expansion ;
whereas it should have been Rs. 96 lakhs if compui-
sory education for boys and girls had to be fully
achieved within a period of ten years. Among the sins
of the Education Department Mr. Paranijpe mentions
the disallowing of medical inspection, twisting the
interpretation of rules about the size of classes and the
minjmum number of trained teachers, purposely delay-
ing the schemes for compulsion submitted by the
local authorities, Ii is necessary in his opinionto
protect schools and school-masters from the vagaries
of local bodies and to revise the rules governing the
distribution of grants-in-aid. As remedies for the
wastage in primary education he suggested the en-
couragement of adult education which will overcame
his unwillingness to send his children to school and
the employment of teachers with better training. In
conclusion he warned the Government against making
secondary education dearer and thus-depriving a

number of village pupils of its benefits,
) * * L ]

Legislative Council in Phaltan State,

THE inauguration of a Legislative Council in the
State of Phaltan in Sataras Disirict recenily on
the birth-day of the Chief Saheb at the hands
of Mr. J. Montenth, Political Agent, is an event
of great importance. We must admire the
coursge of the Ruler of & smsll State who has
set & fine example to many a bigger State which
is still carrying on its administration in accordance
with anti-diluvian methods. The Council consists of
17 members of whom eight sre elected by the subjectsr
although there is theoretically & narrow majority of
the nominated element it is just possible that some of
the nominated non-cfficials may combine with the
elected members to carry vesolutions incorporsting
the public demands. The Chief Saheb has practically
promised in his speech to encourage the growth ef
conventions whereby the resolutions of the Council
will be binding on the Administration; besides he has
already declared that the goal of his administration is
the establishment of responsible povernment. We
are sure once the Ruler has realized the advantages of
constitutional government in keeping his people con-
tented and bappy, he will not recede or retraee Lhis
steps. We hope to hear very eoon of the fixation of
the privy purse of the Ruler and of an orderly and
well-balanced budget, allotting a due share to the
several departments of the State. The Chief Saheb
deserves the congratulations of all who are interested
in the constitutional development of Indisn States
for the progressive spirit he has thus shown in deal~
ing with his subjects by inviting their co-operation.

. . * L
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THE TEST OF THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT.

HE new British government’s policy has been on
the whole very cautious, but, for all its caution
and perhaps because of its caution, its practical

accomplishments go far have been, as has been
observed by the radical World Tomorrow, *“nothing
less than brilliant.” Every unbiassed observer pre-
pared to make due allowanoe for the position of spe-
cial difficuliy of the Labour.party will endorse this
provisional judgment. The real test of the Labour
Ministry’s sincerity and courage wiil however come
not so much in the way in which it handlies the un-
employment problem at home or puts a stop to the
armament race between the United States and Great
Britain abroad, tut in the manner in which it wifl
overthrow the imperialism of the Conservative gov-
ernment. The New Republic of Aug. 28 has put the
test thus :  *“Will the British trade unionists demand
the ruthless exploitation of the tropics in order to help
the unemployment situation at home? Will the
“ politieal " socialists allow outworn consideratione
of strategy and imperial prestige to affect British
policy toward the demand of Egypt, Indis, and other
parts of the empire for independence and home rule ?”
Thesetwo questions give expression to the misgivings
which friendly critics of the government feel all over
the world. It is in this imperial sphere that the La-
hour Cabinet is apt either to show itself too timid or
tco selfish. Even in this sphere the record of its first
three months of office has not been bad. The first
question framed by the New Republic has been answer-
ed by the MacDonald government by attaching a con-
dition to the Colonial Development Loan that in the
colonies benefiting from this loan there shall be no
child labour under 12, no forced labour, and no long
migrations of native workers disrupting family and
tribal life. In thus inserting for the first {ime a sort
of Labour Charter for the Native Races in Great Bri-
tain’s advances to the Colonies, the Labour Govern-
ment has shown that it means to give effect to the
principle of Native Trusteeship aslthough it may work
to the dissdvantage of the white settlers. The New
Republic’s second question also it has answered by
offering to Egypt terms which are more liberal than
those offered by the Baldwin government—terms
which, if accepted by Egypt and implemented by Great
Britain, will add, as has bzen well remarked by the
Frish Statesman, that country to the British Domi-
nions, Considering the past history of Egypt, the gran-
of Dominion Status may not be a particularly genert
ous offer to that country ; the maintenance of an alli-
ance with Egypt—an alliance like those which Great
Britain herself has been the first to condemn in others
as a violation of the spirit of the League Covenant—
may justly be criticised as evidence of the fact that
the Labour government,
vigorously in some matters, is willing to com promise
in others, The best part of the proposed Anglo.
Egyptian alliance consists in the clause which per-

while pressing forward:

mits of Egypt joining the League of Nations, txds
subjecting, at any rate in theory, the operation of the
slliance to the surpervision of this body. The offer,
far from ideal as it may be, shows withal that the
Labour government would be prepared to move a few
paces in advance of the Conservetive government
even where imperial policy is concerned.

How far the Labour government will be ready
to throw off its timidity when confronted with a really
big issue yet remains to be seen. Such an issue is
presented by the Indian demand for self-government.
The Labour Ministry will have to summon all the
statesmanship it commands to its aid in .solving the
Indian problem and we shall soon know whether it
will do anything to assuage the sentiment of deep and
hot resentment created throughout the country by the
appointment of the Simon Commission as a prelimi-
nary to the final settlement which can only be reached
by co-operation and agreement. India thus constitu-
tes the acid test of the Labour government's loyalty
to its principles, but immediately the government
will have on its hands a far simpler problem which it
has absolutely no excuse to evade or temporise about.
It is the problem of Kenya, In regard to this it is
heavily committed by a series of past pledges of
which the last was given just on the eve of its assump-
tion of governmental responsibility, and it is forti-
fied by & weighty state paper, the report of the Hilton
Young Commission appointed by the Conservative
government. In spite of the denunciations of it by
Mr. K. C. Roy, who, for all his former association
with this question, seems to be the most ignorant and
wrong-beaded of the Assembly members on the sub-
ject, this report is, as has been described in the Gov-
ernment of India’s dispatch, on the whole an eminent-
1y fair and reasonable document. The implementa-
tion of the majority recommendations in their integri-
ty will go far to meet the Indian case. Sir George
Schuster, who as a member of the Young Commission,
contributed largely to the masintenance of a right
balance between the interests of the various races of
Kenya, pleaded on behalf of the Government of India
that it was only an advocate of the Indianclaims, the
final determination of which rests in other bhands.
This has evoked a heated protest from the leader of
the Kenya Indians’ deputation to this country, a pro-
test for which, speaking frankly, there appears to be
no adequate reason. The Government of India in fact
can only be regarded as pleading for one section of
the community of Kenya, and it is the function of
the Imperial Government to whom it belongs to take
the final decision to make the interests of this section
reconcile with those of the other sections. Why such
a statement of the existing state of things should be
looked upon by Indians as:'s policy of surrender
instead of the former policy of the championship of
the Indian cause we are unable to understand. So
far as we know, the Government of India never ap-
propriated to itself the réle of judge. It can
never assume that réle without grave improprietye
nor will it for a moment be allowed to assum;
it. Even when in 1920 it indicted a very strong
memorandum urging Indian claims, it did not play
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tha réle of & judge or -of & High fcontracting party.
The memorandum was liked immensely, because it
took a high line in urging the claims, but this does
not change the character of its role.

The complaint of Indians with the Imperial
Government is ‘not {that it plays the part of s
judge ; their complaint is that it plays it so badly ;
that it has one measure for the wesk and another
for.the''strong. - ;In 1923 it made the pretence of
taking fthe weakest element in the population—
the natives—under its special protection treating
both the other elements—Indian and Europeans—as
would-be oppressors fof the natives. Indians had
no reason to quarrel with this policy provided only
that it was worked equitably ; for they have not the
power, even if they had the desire, to oppress the
natives, The weight of this policy could thus fall
onlylon Europeans, The Imperis] Government how-
ever soon realised its mistake and substituted for the
Native Trusteeship policy of 1923 a policy of associa-
ting immigrant communities in the duties of trustee-
ship, the policy in short of making the would-be op-~
"pressor himeelf the native's protector, The Hilton
Young Commission was charged to recommend how
to apply this policy in practice ; and'the faults of the
report are duefto the fact that it proceeds from this
false premise. Within the limits set to it the Com-
mission has done its work remarkably well; but no
satisfactory eolution of the problem is possible till
what is called the Dual Policy again gives place to
the Trusteeship Policy. The Government of India did
wrong in  acoepting the] new policy without
protest, and the Kenyas Indians too trifled with it
for a time. The latter have now definitively
rejected this policy, an indication of which is given
by the fact they are opposed to disturbing the official
majority fof the Kenya Legislative Counecil.

- Mr. Kunsru, on the eve of his departure for England
to place the Indian case before [the British Govern-
ment, made a statement which shows that the Gov-
ernment of India is not quite willing to abide by the
recommendstions of the Standing Emigration Com-
mittes. We do not know on {what point differences
have arisen; but our surmise is that whereas the
Committee, like the Kenya Indians, stands out for
the retention of the official majority, the Government
of India is prepared to acquiesce in its relinquish-
ment. This is not a mere detail but a matter of first-
rate importance. If Indians once accept a non-
official majority, their domination by Europeans is
only a question of time. The retention of the official
majority is required primarily in the interests of the
natives, and it is a happy circumstance that in this
matter as in most others the interests of Indians
coincide with those of the natives. We hope that the

* Labour government will not merely carry out the
terms of the Hilton Young Report, but that it will go
further and restore the original principle of Native

Trusteeship. 2

The guestion of the common electorates is com-
paratively simple. The Labour government will have
on that matter the support of the Young.Report, The
Baldwin Government treated Indians in this respeot

very scurvily; it let down not merely Mr. Sastri
and the Government of India, but the whole Indian
people in a most infamous manner. The inevitable
result of this treatment is that Indians now demand
that the estaplishment of common electorates shall
not wait upon the consent of the Europsans, They
never made such a demand bafore. They were quit:
willing to trust to the strong appeal which every
sound prineiple must make in the long run to an in-
telligent people, The conversion of Kenya Europeans
on this subject is a difficult task, but not altogthter
impossible. Indians were prepared to take the risk.
But they found that the Imperial Government’s agent
—8ir Samuel Wilson—not merely made no atbempt
to bring about an agreement but prevented the Govern-
ment of India’s agent—Mr. Sastri—from doing so.
He persueded himself on his arrival in Kenya that
Europeans would not agree to common electorates
and ¢old Mr. Sastri and the Indians who waited on
him that the question of communal electorates shall
remain ¢losed. If a common agreement between the
two races is {0 be reached in this fashion, it is no
wonder that the Indian community in Kenya and
Indians in this counfry do not want any longer to
have this momentous question decided by thejresult of
such a parley—no, no parley has taken place, but—
by the result of observation of some official of the
Imperial Government. Nor is fthere anything
unreasonable in the demand, though we daresay
the Europeans will think it very sudacious, if not
oufrageous, But if it {is not within the power of
Indians or the natives to veto anything in the Report
which they feel will affect them prejudicially, why
should Europeans alone be enabled to veto what they
have chosen to persuade themselves would be inju-
rious to their interests. If common electorates are the
right thing—and the Labour Government at any rate
should need no persuasion on this score—they must
be introduced, and the Kenya whites must be made to
accept them with such grace as they can command,
This will require some courage on the part of the
Labour government, but not much. If it cannot
summon even s0 much courage, we for our part will
think very poorly of it, and as unfit to tackle the
tremendously bigget problems which await it, If it is
guided by.its convictions we have no fear about the
result : for on the principle of Native T'rusteeship and
on the much emaller matter of the mixed electorates
its commitments are irrevocable. The only question
is whether it will fall a prey to unprincipled opportu-
nism. The New Republic says: “Critics are already
asking whether ( the triumph of the Labour party)
is & triumph of principles or of opportunity.” We
hope—and also believe—it is a triumph of principies,
We shall know in two weeks whether the hope and
belief are well grounded in facts.

MARRIAGE REFORM,

ARRIAGE, like all other institutions, is a trea-
tion of human beings, for the good and conven-
fence of human beings. There is nothing

superhuman about it. This is clear from the numerous
formsof marriage .thnt are at present current

; ~
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even in a single country like India, to say nothing of
other countries. It is therefore quite in the nabure
of things for suggestions to come forward in order to
adjust this institution to the growing needs of
civilised humanity.

We, in India, have at present wvarious different
forms of marriage that are recognised by law. A
Hindu or a Mohammedan can marry 85 msany wives
as he likes or can without breaking the law, A Christ-
ian, on the other hand, can, be punished for bigamy,
even if his personal law does not recognise other
forms of marriage than the sacramental -one. This
anomalous state of things must be removed. A
particular thing can either be right or wrong. But it
cannot be wrong if perpetrated by one individual
and right if done by another. Marrying two wives
{ ¢r two husbands for that matter !} can be a crime or
not a erime. But it should- not be made to depend
upon the religion of the individual. In fact, religion
has got to be separated from all every-day things
and confined to philosophy, meditation, etc.

In the days, when parents married off their boys
and girls, they naturally paid more attention to reli-
gion, caste, family connections and such other exter-
nal things. But in these days of marriage by con-
sent of the parties concerned, less attention is likely
to be paid to -the environment and more to the indi-
vidual who is to be the husband or the wife. Marri-
ages between persons of different castes or of different
religions will therefore take place much more frequen-
tly and the state has got to make some arrangement
for the recognition of such marriages. The present
state of things is highly unsatisfactory. As each
and every religion wants to dabble in the details of
the daily conduct of its followers, it has prohibited
marriages between persons belonging to different
faiths. It is therefore necessary at present to declare
that one does not belong to any of the recognised
religions, if one wants to marry outside one’s faith,
In & way, this is very good, especially from the point
of view of an anti-religious man like the writer. Buf,
it must be recognised that this kind of declaration
does put unnecessary difficulties .in the way of inter-
communal marriages. A registration of msarrisges
should really speaking have nothing to do with the
religions of the parties. It should be sufficient if
the two individuals are of age and enter into the
marriage contract of their own free will. ( The
declaration referred to by the writer is no longer
required.—Ed.)

We must here make a differentiation between
permissive legislation and legislation involving
compulsion. An act like the one prohibiting the
marriages of girls below 14 years of age is a
legislation which deprives people of some of the
liberty they have hitherto enjoyed. That this depri-
vation is in the interests of society and has to be
resorted to, goes without saying. Permission to
‘marry any person who is an adult, or who may not
belong to the same religion or caste, is legislation of
a different type. It does not involve any compul-
sion. That orthodox opinion is opposed even to
permissive legislatin has been made quite clear

by the agitation against the Patel and Gour bills
of a few yvears back.

A reform that is urgently needed, is the provi-
sion for the granting of divorce. Society must once
for all recognise a few fundamental facts. Human
nature is after all what it is and allowance has got
to be made for it. A day may come, when all hus-®
bands and wives live in complete harmony with each
other. But as matters stand to-day, a number of
husbands and wives find it difficult to live together
on account of differences in temperament or vari-
ous other reasons. What .does society gain by mak-
ing no arrangement for their separation? Want of
tfacilities for divorce simply serves to create a cen-
tre of dissatisfaction. The children of such a house-
hold are bound o have a very bad example set be-
fore them, Even in countries where there is a legal
possibility of divorce, the conditions are so illogical
that it is difficult for many people to get a divorce.
In most countries, adultery is the only recognised
cause for divorce, and that also has got to be proved
before a jury. Are drunkenness or criminal tenden-
cies or impotency not causes justifying the dissolu-
tion of a marriage contract? In fact each partner in
a marriage should have the free choice of setting
himself or herself free if she or he thinks it impossi-
ble to continue the original contract. The reasons
of the disinclination should be a matter that does not
concerp the public at large. ** Divorce for the asking”
should therefore be the rule in any progressive state.
Nobody would take a serious step like divorce
without sufficient. reason; and if there is sufficient
reason, society does not gain anything by tying down
two individuals, who do not want to stay together.
It is in fact downright eruelty.

But all these things are made impossible by the
control religion has on the daily lives of people. The
first thing to be done, is therefore to remove this con-
trol of religion, that is, of people who lived thousands
of years back. We have no business to submit to
their tyranny., When that is done, marriage reform

on rational lines will be an easy matter.
D. D. KARVE,

RT. HON. SASTRI'S SIXTY-FIRST
BIRTHDAY.

MR. BHOPATKAR'S TRIBUTE,

NDER the auspices of the Bharat Sneha Samvar-
dhak Mandal, the sixty-first birthday of the R,
Hon. Srinivasa Sastri was celebrated on the
22nd September, in the Saraswati Mandir Night
School, at Poona. Mtr. 1.. B. Bhopatkar, President of
the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, presided,
and Mrs. Saralabai Naik, Mr. D. G. Phadke and Rao .
Bahsadur D. L. Sahasrabudhe made suitable speeches
on the oceasion,

The Chairman winding up the proceedings said
that he made his acquaintance with Mr. Sastri for the
first time about the year 1907 on the P. Y. C. Gym-
khana Tennis Court, Mr. Bhopatkar and his friends
then in the prime of their youth could not resist the
temptation to give vent to their yonthful exuberance
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in the company of their eider friend Mr, Sastri. But
Mr. Sastri took everything in the most sportsmanlike
fashion and certainly it was this same sporfsmanlike
apirit which he carried in his later life into his poli-
tical career that has enabled him to become one of
the foremost among modern statesmen. Mr, Bhopat-
gar also dwelt on the varied nature of Mr. Sastri’s
attainments, but he said that the secret of his great-
1ess lay im none of these things but in his stupendous
self-sacrifice and sincerity of purpose. While a quick
grasp of facts coupled with unlimited powers of
expression promised for him an unprecendented

- gucecsss in the Ie‘gal profession at a time when law-

yers weore only few, he ‘embraced the least remune-
rative career of a school master, because he firmly
believes in the spread of education as the most vital
factor in the regeneration of his country. And in the

natural course of events when the time came for him -

to become the head of the institution he served, he

left even that for a pittance by becoming a life |

member of the Servants of India Society. From that
time onwards he has been working with hardly a
moment of respite for the cause of his country. As
regards Mr. Sastri’s sincerity, Mr. Bhopatkar obser-
ved that his own testimony should be taken as final
a8 coming from one belonging to an entirely different
political creed, In all Mr, Sastri’s utterances, both
written and spoken, the echo of a deep sincerity
would be audible even to his most virile opponents,
These qualities make him the type which is rarely
mef with in Indla at present when the couniry is not
as prolific in great men as it was a generation ago, It

should be the devout prayer of everyone to preserve -

for many years to come this “gem of purest ray
-serene”.—The [ndiun Daily Muail, 26th September,

Oue Euvopean Letter, -

THE ASSEMBLY SESSION.

-.'f YHE general discussion of the League in the

-

Assembly has just terminsted and the Commit-

tees are now busy. The principals, Messrs.
MacDonald, Briand, Henderson and Stresemann, have
-spoken, and the general impression that this session
has been unusual in that it is given to quiet policy
making and consolidation has been confirmed. As
the Journal de Genéve says, the Delegations are
raining ideas, each one of which opens a new chapter
in the history of the League.

The Labour Party came to power in Great
Britain with a programme an important item of
which was promotion of world-peace and support of
the League. No one can now say that this pledge
has not been fulfilled or that it has been kept in a
niggardly spirit. Following upon Mr. MacDonald’s
assurance that the British Government realised that

. the task of word-peace could be saM to have been

adequately met only whenall the thorny problems of
the dey including the situation in the East were

. brought wunder international jurisdiction came Mr.

Henderson with some suggestions refreshing in their

- movelty, It is something of an exparience to find

 the Kellogg Pact.

the spirit of whole-hearted loyalty on the part of the
British Delegation at Geneva after years of suspicion
and serutiny. This is nowhere more evident timn
in dealing with the genersl expenditure of the League,
It was the custom in former years to blame -the
Lesague invariably for what was supposed to be its
expensive machinery and its extravagant methods.

.Mr. Henderson, taking a new line, has defended the

Secretariat and pleaded for the security and advance-
ment of the staff. The Secretariat, the finest inter-
national civil service, is the element of solidarity
angd continuity through all the shifting scenes of the
League’s activities. Its personnel gathered from
various parts of the world usually works behind the
scenes and represents a remarkable degree of talent
and efficiency. Those who were originally drawn in-
to the League’s service came here largely on account
of their enthusiasm, bufy now that the League is an
established ingstitufion young people of promise are
not attracted to it unless security of Lenure and ad-
vancement are assured. The lucrative careers which
commercial enterprises throw open these days are
such that the emoluments which the League can offer
are not so high as they may seem. Mr. Henderson's
concern is to look into these conditions apdto revise
them. '

The other notable ides to which the British
Foreign Secretary addressed himself is the unification
of the obligations under the League’s Covenant and
The latter condemns all wars un-
equivocally whereas the former not only indirectly
envisages the possibility of war but also directly
employs it as a penalty to be exercised collectively
on an aggressor. Apart from the obvious contra-
diction in ideas in these differing points of view &o
both of which the same nations have subscribed,
there are evidently loopholes here which may be
employed unscrupulously. Where a definite code of
law takes the sovereign place in the international
system it is essential that this code should be free
from irreconcilable conceptions. There should not be
conflicting obligations particularly in view of poli-
tical complications. In the absence of any such
attempt at unification these irregularities might be-
come dangerous in the event of a conflict between
the United States and one of the principal European
Powers, Mr. Honderson has consequently urged the
revision of the Covenant, 8 measure which'is under-
standable on the part of a Government actively pur-
suing negotiations for friendship with the Unifed
States.

A gimilar ples for moving forward came from
the Chinese Delegation. The Chinese, who have been
indifferent fo Geneva for a long time, would now
seem to appreciate the opportunities here for the
advancement of their cause, In the last year or so
they have urged their claims for national recognition
with laudable persistence. - They want to ‘get rid of
the bane of extraterritoriality and they leave nomeans
untried for it. Imthe International Labour Confe-
rence they brought forward the argument that not
until wniformity of conditions which unified control
would render possible was assured could China
seriously set abou§ the insuguration of advanced
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labour legislation. In the Assembly they urge the
putting into operation of Article XIX of the Covenant
which provides for the revision of obsolete treaties.
In Geneva there is recognition of the practical diffi-
culties in this regard but there is also the apprecia-
tion of the fact that the League would be failing in
its purpose if it did not heed the call from China.

India has not been behindhand. For the first
time that we have had an Indian to lead our own
Delegation he has not been hesitant in putking for-
ward our_national claims. In a speech marked for its
directness, calm restraint and forcefulness Sir Muha-
mmad Habibullah warned the Assembly that the time
had come for Geneva to take note of the discontent
about the League in the East in general and India
in particular, He added that India should be given
the 7esponsible place in the League's councils to
which she was entitled. These remarks have been
interpreted as a demand for a seat on the Couneil and
coming from an Indian they have a peculiar urgency.
The Indian Delegaiion should have satisfied itself by
this time that, so far from being extravagant, such
ambitions are possible of realisation, provided there
is a certain continuity in policy on the part of the
Delegations coming here and provided also that there
are necessary facilities for India being in close touch
with the activilties at Geneva. We ought to go for-
ward with the League and the time has come to
consider =eriously the question of having & perms-
nent Iudian Delegaiion heve. Any such uevelopmeni
must, of course, rest on the securs basis of the appre-
ciation in India of the opportunities which Geneva
affords for national advancement. This appreciation
can in turn be crested only by our representatives
taking a bold attitude such as Sir Muhammad has
done and by the Government of India giving them
sufficient support and keeping them free of the inter-
ference of Whitehall.

Genera, Septendicr 12.

Rerisws,

e

INDIAN BANKING.
INDIGENOUS BANKING IN INDIA, By L.C
JAIN. ( Macmillan. ) 1929. 23em. 274p, 15/-.
DR. JAIN’S work is a very interesting attempt to
study indigenous Indian banking and he has tried to
make it very realistic by maps, diagrams and statisti-
cal aids. The theoretical conclusions of his book
have been stated already by the existing writers who
are merely considered as text-book writers. Though
our author has made a very free and liberal use of
the treafment, conclusions and arguments of the re-
viewer there is no mention of the reviewer's book

anywhere,

Inthe conventional manner of a doctorate thesis he
proceeds to say that there is no literature on the sub
ject but when one glances at the ncademic padding of
the book it becomes clear to him that there is no
unearthing of new facts from old manuscript records
of the Qovernment or new materials collected from

sources nof made use of by-the previous writers. Even
after having access (o the India Office and the
library of the British Museum we wonder why the
writer has been unable to make quotations of a few
relevant lines at least from manuscript records. Even
in the chronological treatment of the subject-matter
no new information has been unearthed. The precise
issues which the indigenous bankersz solved in the
past have not even been studied, Forinstance the deve-
lopment of “out cwrrency” as a nominal unit of cur-
rency.by the Nanawatees of Ahmedabad is not re-
ferred to. The conducting of privatg lotteries is wot
mentioned and the issuing of copper and silver coins
from the Native Mints =o as to make confusion
worse confounded, is not thoroughly? dealt with.

In chapter IT he makes no reference to the re”
cent regulations laid down with reference to accep-
tance of Hundis, etc., by the Calcutta Marwari Asso~-
ciation. This Association is not even mentioned.

Coming to the methods of indigenous banking
the chief forms of loans and hundis are dealt with
and there iz a profuse and detailed reference to verna-
cular names and superstitions of these classes of
people. The Telugu “yedu” { i.e. ), numeral seven, is
never pronounced by the bazar dealers even. Ii is
alwaye “six plus one.,” So also numeral twentyv is
not pronounced. It is “sologa.”

‘While commenting on the interest charges, the
most important of the recent phenomenon noted down
by the Controller of Currency in the 1927-28 report
escapes his attention, The Imperial Bank’s Hundi rat®
and the Bank rate have been the same throughout
1927-28. What is the significance of this? How
have we to recast our definitions if this tendency
were to continue in the future? What have been the-
causes that have led to this phenomenon? These
and such other problems are nowhere studied in this
book.

Chapter V is a faithful reproduction of the views
given to us by the Royal Commission on Agriculture.
At Teast in this chapter he fails to ‘'maintain the dis-

‘tinction between the money-lender and the indige-

nous banker. Accusing the previous writers of this
very "same charge, he must undoubtedly have been
more cautious in the use of these terms. We notice-
the same tendency in the last chapter.

The next is a somewhat lengthy chapter on
Bankers and the Joint-Stock Banks. The author at-.
tempts to summarise the history, the present position
and future of the Indian Joint Stock Banks and the
Imperial.Bank of Indis. Even here dependence on
previous) writers is too easily spparent. The chief
sorvices of [the Imperial Bank have not been properly
estimated.

In the next chapter the defects of the indigenous.
bankers are referred to as three in number. The
fajlure to attract deposits, to create an open discount
market and the failure to become real leaders in the
rural credit situation are considered as the chief
defects. The previous legislative attempts were
mainly in the direction of curbing usurious money-
lenders and ought not properly speaking be given so-
much spaceland attention in a book dealing wity
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‘FrRigenous banking. Here at any rate there is a

~tacit confession that he too was forced to commeng

<on the money-lender as he is after all a species
belonging to the genus of “ indigenous bankers"—
a banker qua banker being unknown in this country,

" The section on co-opefation as an attempt to create
* rurel eredit has not been dealt with in & spirit of

critical acumen. Here is a faithful summary of
recent reporfs on the subject. Even the newly arisen
Land Mortgage Banks do not escape his attention.
Even in the final chapter, which unfolds his con-
structive recommendations, there is not very much
originality of thought. Indigenous bankers have o
start indigenous bgnks, develop bills, establish con
tact with Joint Stock Banks and break down the
isolation between the bazaar and the organised money
market so that a Central Bank can control the ecredit
structure on right lines. The self-same recommenda-
tions have been preached from our house-tops in
season and out of season for the past dozen years.
Lest our remarks be misunderstood, we must point
out the main excellences of this book, The author has
tried to avail himself of the printed available sources
of information and has produced a book which is at
-once readable and very interesiing. It speaks
volumes for the author as an adept in the art of com-
pilation. He hLas compiled various reports and
putlications and Chapter I shows his art at its best.

Anyhow the book will remove the long-felt want of a
resdable sketch of indigenous banking and its present
and future position in the credit siructure of this coun-
try. There is no doubt that it is the outcoms of hard
labour spent on the available materials. He has
utilised information mostly from sources which he
does not always disclose,

The reviewer’s regret is that it does not go further
and even after receiving training in research in the
London School of Economics, I wonder why the author
should not attempt to deal critically with some of the
new faocts and figures that have been presented of late,
Should the indigenous banker be deprived of de-
posits 7 How and to what extent did the early
Furopean Banks finance foreign trade ? Their new
fangled suggestions have not been dealt with
thoroughly. It is erroneous to presume thaé the
early European Banks rushed into the sphere of
foreign trade and bave been financing it. The eco-
nomic sphere is not a vaccum and just as outside air
rushes in fo £ill a gap, new entries cannot successful-
ly displace old ones in the economie field What
about the Company’s monopoly of trade? How has
the * investment been spent ¥ Such other relevant
facts should be properly studied before we can hasti-
ly conclude that the earliest European Banks prior
to 1813 financed the foreign trade of this country.

B. RAMACHANDRA RAU.

TURKEY’S EMANCIPATION.

"TURKEY TO-DAY. By GRACE ELLISON. (Hut-
chinson. ) 1928, 240m, 288p. 18/

“For the Turks lo have achiev.d the transfor-
mation of their couniry isa stupendous piece of
work. That men, and women too, can have
gma inlo the melting-pol, a crushed, defeated and
Jinished people, and come ou! of it,as they have
done, atrong, healthy, purposeful cilizens has
astonishied even a sincere friend like myself. To
me, with no axe to grind, no newspaper's policy to
salisfy, wvaying wmy own way and therefore free
to say whkat pleases me, this dangerous operafion
has proved a complete success™.

“THUS writes Miss Grace Ellison in the concluding
«chapter of her very interesting book. No one is
better qualified to write about Turkey’s emancipation
than Miss Ellison. She is a sincere friend of Turkey,
and her friendship is the result of her personal con-
taoct with all that is the best and noblest in the
“Turkish nation during her five long visits to Turkey
spread over a period of 20 years. As “an English-
woman in a Turkish harem' the asuthoress has depi-
cted the “Scenes from Turkisk Life” in & most vivid
and realistic manner; and if in “Abdul Hamid's
Daughter” she has bemoaned the miseries of the
Turkish women to whom ever God's light was denied,
if she has given expression to the throbbing of their
heart and the aspirations of their soul in “A Turkish
Woman's European Impression,” and if she has wat-
ched their development as “An English Woman in
Angora” she now rejoices in “Turkey Today" to find
‘her Turkish sisters having at long last come into their

own, and enjoying such & position of equality with
men &s has never been the lot of any other women in
any part of the world. The secret of this extraordi-
nary achievement is not far to seek. If women were
shut up in harems, if their souls were crushed under
the weight of age-long customs and if in the recent
times they are victims of the repressive policy of
Sultan Abdul Hamid Khan who would not tolerate the
slightest transparency in their veils, men in Turkey
were equally in bondage, the Hodjas { or Mullas)
had denied them liberty of conscience and action, and
under the autocratie rule of their Sultans theirlot was
worse than even that of the nations who have been
under foreign yoke for ages.

After the war when the Allies tried to im-
pose upon Turkey the so-called “peace” terms that

would have enslaved the nation worse than ever,

and they encouraged Greece fo try to divest the
Turks of the most vital part of their homeland,
women were as much roused as men to the para-
mount need of the hour in order to msake a
final and desperate bid for freedom, snd both men
and women fought shoulder to shoulder against their
common enemy. It wasa woman, Halida Hanum,
who first preached the gospel of independence and
roused the Nationalist Turks o action, and when
Mustapha Kemal Pasha led the valiant Turks to face
the Greck onslaught, Corporal Halida Hanum was at
his elbow not only in the inner councils of war, buk
also in the trenches. Therefore when at last freedony
came to Turkey women not only shared it equally
with men but in the changed circumstances they
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oceupied such a position of advantage that they got
their natural rights even without having to ask the
men for them. “Strange it was for one like myself”,
writes Miss Ellison, “who saw women's freedom in
England bought at the price of a titanic struggle
betweeon themselves and a liberal Government, to see
the women of Turkey given their freedom without
having to ask for it,and that freedom sponsored by
the ruler himself. Indeed, it is the Ghazi, the head
of the women’s movement who has defined what are
“women's rights”.

“T'o write about the women's movement in Turkey”’,
says the authoress, “is almost writing about what
does not exist. The women's movement is a kind of
junior partnership in the men’'s movement of progress,
and there seems no reason for, or possibility of, women
wanting a seperate movement.”” Since the Ghazi has
ordered that women shall be professors, doctors, law-
yers, artists, and writers on exactly the same terms as
men there is no need {o open separate institutions. He
sees no sense in such assemblies as “Women Artists”
and “Women Dramatists”. “Why label your work
‘woman' ?” asks the Ghazi. “Is it a plea for merey,
or just to encourage others less competent?”

The secret of Turkey's phenomenal success is this
that the Turks have raised Nationalism to the high
position of a religion. “It does not require much
time or study for any one visiting the country to
realize that Nationalism is the religion of the people,
the National Pact their Prayer book, the story of the
struggle for independence their New Testament.
Everywhere you find a copy of the Pact at the bed-
side; many carry it in their pockets”.

“What", Miss Ellison was asked, “can be more
sacred to me than the book which gave me my
freedom? Choose any passage from it you will and I
will preach to vou by the hour upon the text. The
Koran we recite, as we have always recited it, at the
Lidding of the hodjas, without understanding the words,
without feeling or thought. Iknow the full meaning
of every word in the National Pact. So do my wife and
children, The day of Islam has passed. We needed &
new religion to rouse the people to regeneration, we
have found one in Nationalism and the story of our
second birth™.

When Turks, a homogeneous people, professing
one religion which is democratic in its outlcok and which
helps rather than refards human progress, have Sfound
tt mecessary in the interest of national consolidation
fo put all their faith in Neafionalism and carry out its
dictates with all the religious devotion and fervour that a
nation can be capable of, how much more is it necessary
Jor the people of India, divided into numerous castes
and creeds, to adopt Nationalism as their common deno-
mination and resolve to subordinate their individual and
communal religions (o the supreme feelings and senti-
ments of Nafionality ¢
Miss Grace Ellison's book provides for Indian
Nationalists a great object-lesson in the story she has
written with so much ability and knowledge of the
Turkish Nationalism and all the great things it has
achieved in the short period of seven years.

EKHADIJA YARUB HASAN.

THE SPIRIT WORLD.
SIBYLS AND SEERS. By EDWIN BEVAN. (‘Allen

& Unwin. ) 1928, 20em. 189p. 7/8.

BELIEF in a spirit world is as old as the human
race. ‘'One may see that this belief presupposes, as
its background, a general view of reality which some
people would reject fn tofo as a delusion. It presup-
poses . . . that a apirit world exists beyond or behind
or above the every-day world which we see and han?
dle, the material world governed by uniform natural
law.” “The simplest view of the world therefore
confronted primitive man with two disparate kinds
of movement in material objects ; it gave him, beside
the material world, a world of souls and soul-life
—or that it give him, beside the material world, s
world of conscicusness, 8 world to which immaterial
things like desires and emotions and values belong-
ed. Of course, primitive man did not reach a clear
conception of spirits as immaterial, as wholly divest-
ed of bodily form or atéributes—a conception which
even the Greeks hardly reached before Plato,

Mr. Bevan does not concern himself with the
whole range of dealings between men and the spirit
world, but with knowledge, thatis, notonly the
spirit world itself, bul knowledge also about the
every-day visible world, so far as it is obtained, not
by observation and rational enquiry and human
testimony, but was communicated by spirits. The
belief that communications could come from the
spirit world was by no means confined to the primi-
tive stages of human culture. It retained its hold
upon the minds of men in the great civilizations of
antiguity { the Babylonian, Egyptian, Persian, Greek,
Roman ) ; then throughout the Mediterranean lands
under the Roman Empire; then through the Middle
Ages; and right on to the present day. " We have
to look around to see that there is nothing incompa-
tible between the possession of modern scientific
knowledge in the most eminent degree and adherence
to some form of this belief. "

A large proportion of educated people still be-
lieve that changes in the material world are some-
times caused by spiritual agency other than that of
incarnate spirits. The spiritualists including Sir
Oliver Lodge believe that they have established com-
munications with discarnate spirits through mediums
and table-turning. The Catholic Church believes
in evil discarnate human spirits to whose influ-
ence some physical phenomena may be traced.
On the other hand the Liberal Protestant holds
that the material world moves only by fixed mechani-
cal laws, like a flung stone. Yet the movement of
the universe as s whole is due to spiritual causa-
tion: God flung the stone. The rationalist of
course denies that there can be any interference
with the sequence of material mechanical processes
in this world except from conscious beings in the
flesh. According to him, humam psychology too
has fairly uniform laws of working, so that you
can calculate beforehand what a man will do. But
Mr. Bevan holds that the uniformity of a man's
action is a uniformity brought about by stability in
purpose. “ A man of formed character goes on will-
ing the same kind of things.’ * Spiritual unifor-
mity is thus in its very nature differentiated from
the mechanical uniformity which holds of inanimate
matter.” He indicates the absurdity of the ra-
tionalist’s position by suggesting that somewhere, at
some point in the material process, a spiritual cause
comes in— a desire, an emotion, & thought—which
mskes the movement of certain particles of matter
different [rom.what it otherwise would be. M;..Bevan
attempts to undermine the rationalist’s position by
quoting a statement of an eminent physiologist when
questioned whether any consciousness, not that of
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-tRe.writer, could make the writer's hand move. * Not
a bit more inexplicatie,” said the scientist, *than
that any thought you have in your mind can make
your hand move to put it on -paper. That to-day is
a mystery and enigma to scienca quite as completa
a8 the other.” Then he comes to the conclusion,
which could be accepted by all, that before the great
facts of life and death we and primitive men stand
alike before mystery !

In the chapter entitled “ Travellors beyond the
ourne " the revelation is considered to be know-
.ledge which had reference either to this world or to
the spirit world. Thers are several ways in which
knowledge may be obtained. * First of all, it might
be obtained if some one belonging o this world
went to the other world and ecama back &0 tfell his
experience ; or, sscondly, it might be obtained if
some one belonging teo the other world came into this
world to give a revelation ; or, thirdly, beings in the
other world, without actually coming into this one,
might send messages.” Summing up the first me-
thod, Mr. Bevan says: “ It is noteworthy that with
the solitary exception of St. Paul—unless you like to
add to these doubiful cases and the casa of the author
of the Book of Revelation—there is no single inst-
ance given us of a man visiting the spirit world
which is not either mythological or literary fiction. *
- It would be of some interest to Indianreaders to note
Mr. Bevan's remarks on an Indian Sadhu who claims
to be in touch with the spirit world. “It is fortunate
that Canon Streeter has been able to study s living
man, the Indian Christian S8adhu Sunder Singh, who
says, apparently with complete sincerity, that he
often passes through trance-experience, in which his
8pirit visits heaven and converses with its denizens,
He can raport what they look like and what they say
to him. When Canon Streeter, in his book about the
Sadhu, comes to discuss the value of such visions, he
lays gtress on the differences betwesn Jorm and con-
fent. He thinks, for instance, in the case of the
Sadhu, that a great deal of his detailed description is
imagery made up of traditional materials, which is a
mere veslure for certain spiritual apprensions taken
by Canon Streeter to be the confent™.

Epiphany is the term used by the Greeks to indi-
cate the appearance of a god to men. “Only the
Divine Being, coming from that world into this,
could declare what the other world really was.” Be-
side the spontaneous self-manifestation of the gods,
one of the beliefs which went with magic was that
the gods could be induced to appear by invocation.
Frauds were no doubt practised as in the case of the
faked manifestation of God in Kingsley's Hypatia,
But Mr. Bovan aptly remarks that the possibilities of
hypnotic suggestion should not be forgotten, when
pecple say that they have seen the gods. The gods
seem 0 have appeared to men to give them instruc-
tion—Demeter had shown men how to grow corn for
food ; Athena had taught men how to weave and so
on. In this connection Mr. Bevan makes a pertinent
remark wrl;1ich will be '19{ interest to students of com-
parative religions. “The gods of the pagan m -
oulis might be called ‘Saviours,’ but wp;:g nof m?irtyo
havg come down in the same sense as the Christian
_Sav:our.“ According to the author, in ancjent days,
in attempting to have dealings with the spirit world
wo never hear anything like a sémnce—a corporate
eﬁor_t by a group of people sitting in a circle and
holding hands to induca or ensbie the spirit of & dead
person to communicate. In ancient times the spirit
was oalled up by the expert magician. Then comes
thp method—*"A being or beings in the other world,
without actually coming to this world, could send
messagea.” “First, then, the simplest of the modes
‘was that a denizen of the other worid should utter
words in a voioce audibla'to men hare, » voice from

heaven. Secondly, instead of wvocal utterance
the meesage might be sent to men in wrifing, a
Himmals brief, a letter from heaven, Thirdly, natural
objects in this world might be c¢aused by divine
power o assume a certain appearance or to_move in
s cartain way, according to a system of signals, of
sign-language, which the instructed amongst men
could read—omens, signs ian the sky, the flighé of
birds, the iniestines of a sacrificed victim. Fourthly,
the minds or tongues of men might be moved by
divine ( or daemonic ) power ; sometimes images arose
in their imagination especially through dreams, or
thoughts, emotions. Bits of knowledge came to them,
which they recognised as communicated by some
Power not themselves, and which they coald then
pass on to other men—revelation and inspiration.”

“When the gods wish tospeak o men, inthe Greek
myths, they descend in visible form and converse as
man with man, To the Hebrew, God was indeed
transcendent, but He was at the same time always
near, The Herbrew could speak to God st any
moment, and hear God's voice at any moment.,” In
this connection the author remarks : “I remember an
Indian friend of mine telling me how forcibly the
Book of Psalms struck him in this respect, coming to
it fresh from another religious sphere—the intimacy
of praize, expostulation, prayer, confession, question-
ing, & converse of Person with Person,”

Mr. Bevan admits that it is hard to draw any
hard and fast line between the voice from heaven
and the voice within the soul., Socrates was guided
by his “Daimonion”—a sudden, strongly felt inhibi-
tion. The Jews had the dath-qol, which was not the
Voice of God, but the daughlier of the Voice. In
Egypt we first meet 8 writien message from the gods.”

Mr. Bevan gives a text of the Letter of Elkasaites
—a real document which was believed to have come
from heaven and is the sacred book of the Christian
sect of the Elkasaites. The letter has had considera-

. ble influence in Europe not only in the Middie Ages,

but also in modern times. “In Indis, where tradition
before the Buddhist period was mainly oral, the idea
of a letter from heaven does not seem to_occur.”

The Chapter—God in the Breasti—is interesting.
Cicoro's distinction between divination “by art” and
that “by nature” is maintained. The ancient world
believed in the interpretation of dreams and in the
frenzy of the Sibyl, and interpretation became a
specialised art, The possession of the ecstatic body
Ly an alien personality may be an instance of
multiple parsonality or of morbid mentality. “The
appearance of an alien personality assuming control
is often so0 complete that many missionaries to-day
who have come into contact with so-called devil-
possession in China or India are convinced that the
possession is a fact, that an evil spirit does in these
cases gain control. But in the prophets of old this
sense of “otherness™” seems to indicate the higher
reaches of the human spirit rather than the expres-
sion of morbid mentality. Plato thought that the
beatific wvision was due to the latent memory of a
pre-natal direct vision of “idegs.”

Finally we come to * ecstacy and dream "—"just
as tradition of pagan philosophy regarding dreams
and demons went to form the conception of Chris-
tians regarding inspiration by devils, sothe pagan
philosophical tradition regarding oracular possession
went to form the conoeptions of Christians regarding
inspiration by God™” It is not every man who is
worthy of becoming an organ for the Divine speech,
but it is he who has reached the supreme degree of
virtue and wisdom. The human spirit, when it
reaches the end of its highest effort, may lose itself
in God. To be interested in the spirit world may be
consjdered a superstition or a lack of mental stabi-
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lity ; but it is a fascinating subject. and Mr. Bevan
has given a masterly survey of the subject, so far as .
the ancient world has had anything to do with it,

D. S. RAMACHANDRA RaO.

SHORT NOTICES.

THE INDIAN FERMENT: A TRAVELLER'S
TALE. By H. G. ALEXANDER. ( Williams &
Norgate. ) 1929. 20cm. 253p. 7/6.

THIS is a record of travel done “with the spirit and
with the understanding also.” The author is a
Quaker interested in the problem of opium, who
travelled through India for five months collecting
information about his subject, and interviewing and
staying with the leading Indian personalities every-
where. The result is a book which is almost the exact
antithesis to “Mother India”—which is indeed in-
cidentally very effectively exposed from time to time
and which should do as much to aid mutual under-
standing as that publication did to poison it. The
book is in the form of letters which record in a very
interesting way his changing feelings as he procesds
from place to place. _

The book shows the writers’ shrewdness ( the
Lesgue, the Paton and the Andrews “openings” on p.
49 is an amusing example), humour, knowledge, love..
of nature and power of grasping the essentisls of an
argument or a situation. Above 2ll, it has imagina-
tion as well as were sympathy and a sense of justice,
and is thereby raised at one stroke into the front rank
of travel books. The author ¢an enter into the mind
of others and see things with their eyes, and those
wha know how much they have recezived, are alsu
those who have mosi to give

For the English reader the book is often salutary
and chastening reading, and for{hat reason we believe
its chief value will be in England where it will help
to counteract “Mother Indis,” the complacency of
official speeches, and the pity-stimulating descrip-
tions of the horrors of the Indian village beloved by
many missionaries. It is inecisive and unsparing
without being rancorous or dull. The Indian reader
will nod his approval with much of the book, yet he
will also find much to stitnulate thought and reflec-
tion. Its value for India is perhaps as a revelation of
the mind of a singularly open-minded and intelligent
Western observer an g short vigit to India, and his
reaction to the fermeni of ideaz and policies which
bubble and boil in the natiynsl cauldron to-dar,

T.G. P. S.

BULLETINSONCHINESEEDUCATION, 1823,

( The Commercial Press, Shanghai. ) 20em. $2-00.
THIS is a collection of sixteen essays on the difte-
rent aspects of the educational progress in China and
those who are interested in the educstional advance-
ment in India will find room for interesting comp:-
risons in the eszays on ‘Vocational Education’, ‘Phx-
sienl Edueation’, Women's Education’, ‘Higher Edu-
cation’. ‘Elementary Eduecation', ele., and particularly
instructive are the stastistical summaries toward the
end.

* Three things conspired to make posaible a new period
of Chinese renaissynce. The first was the Chinese
Revolution of 1911, the second was the return of the
American portion of the Boxer indempity and itz ex-
clusive use for educating Chinese students in the United

States and the third was fhe great war of 1914-18. The

success of the Revolution gave the Chinese peopln
senae of self-confidence, while its failures in the political’
aspects foreed a number of leaders to turn attention to
nocial and intellectual problems. The return of the
Awerioan indemnity made it possible to bring a large
namber of young Chinese into direct comtact with the
scientific, secial and historical background of modern
eivilization, The Great War furnished China with a period
of breathing space during which native industries -were
gradually developed, relative prosperity was restored
in spite of politiosal disturbances and many social and
and intellectual problems hitherto untouched were one by
one brought to the front.”

It will‘be diffieult to give even 8 rough idea of
the problems discussed in the book and the readers
who get interested in Chinese education must read
about them in the book itself. We would however
refer to one essay in particular which deseribes an ac-
tivity which is so far unknown to the educational
administrators in india. In the year 1922-23 Dr.
Wm. A. McCall, Ph.D., of Teachers’ College, Columbia
University, was invited to China by the Chinese Na-
tional Education Association for the Advancement of
Education to undertake the work of educational re-
gearch. He concluded his essay thus:

“The four fundamentals of education are : the pupil, the
educational objective, the methods and materials of
instruction, and measurement. Without measurement we
capnot adequately know the pupil, for we cannot deter-
mine his capacities and abilities., Without measurement
we cannct evaluate objectives, define their amount so as
to regulate, emphasise, or make them visible so as to
motivate both pupil and teachers. Without measurement
we cannot evaluate the methods and materials of instru-
ction, for their work is known only by their measured
effect. In sum to test all things and hold fast that which
is good is as pre-requisite to progress in education as it
has been to the correction of our practical philosophy or
the improvement of every form of life upon the earth™.

If only our educationists will remember these
words and try to collect data before making assertive
statements about the value of certain syllabuses and
methods, a large number of controversial questions
will soon disappear.

i PP M. R. PARANJPE.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

PRIMARY EDUCATION TN BENGAL. By NavLiNT RANJAN
SAREAR. { The Indian Daily News Press, Calcutta. ) 1929.
24cm. 40p.

CHRISTIANITY AND POLITICAL IDEALS. By W.
RoOWLAND JONES. ( Belfry Press, London. ) 2lem. 36p. 64,

EDUCATION IN GERMANKY { Issuad by the Indian In-
formation Bureau, Perlin.) 19?9. 2lcm. 238p.

THE PROBLEM oF AUSTRO-GERMAN UNION.\ By
PRESTON SLoLsSON. (Oarnegie Endowment for Interna.
tional Peace, New York. ) 1929. 20cm. 40p. 5 cents. 4

VAISHNAVISM. By A. B. Naravax SivHa. ( Author, Skr{
Rupkala Kutir, Mithapur, Pataal) 1929, 22cm. 137p. Re. 1.
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(Author, Rajahmundry.)1929. 19em. 39p.
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CHRISTIANITY AND SOME LIVING RIELIGIONS OF
THE EAST. By SYDNEY CAvE. (Studies in Theology
Series. ) { Duckworth, London.) 1320, 20cm. 221p. 5/-.

METEODS OF COMPILING STATISTICS OF RAILWAY
ACCIDENTS, (Studies & Reports, Series N, Nolj5.)
(International Labour Office. Geneva. 1629, 24em. 82p. 2/~

A GQUIDE TO AGRICULTURAL POLICY. By JOoEN P.
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