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@oyrics of the A¥eekh.

League and 1.L.O. Literature.

LIKE the League of Nations itself, the Inter-
national Labour Office has recently decided to supply
gmtu{tously to the Library of the Servants of Indis
Society all its publications as issued. The Library
used to receive already a mass of IL.Q. literature :
the Inlerncalional Labour Review,
Labousr Information, Legislative Series, Studies and
Reports, &o. ; most of these have been stocked in the

Library from the very beginning; but in future

every publication of the 1L.O. will come automa-
tically to the Society’s Library. As is well known,
the Librery is, under certain econditions, thrown
open to sl]l without a fee, and the League and 1.1L.O.
literature will thus like other books in the Library
be made available to all.
u special invitation to all students of interntionsl

.affaire and labour problems to make the fullest

possible use of the privileges accorded by the League
and the LL.O. to the Sfociety, which the Society
in turn wighes, to share with the public at large.
Only the other day Mr. C. Vijiaraghavathariar,
who liss brosched the question of invoking the
Lenrgue's mediation in the movement for Indiam
relf-government, expressed his regret that League
documents being mot readily available, he experi-
enced a sericns difficulty in the way of develop-
ing his thesis. To him and to all others like
him we would repeat that the S.1.S. Library carries
in stock the whole League literature from the begin-
ning of last year and the LL.Q. literature from now
onwardss (with a good deal of older literature)—
available for use to every student of publio affairs.

. 'Y . -

Industrial and |

But we would extend.

The Situation in Sind.

'THE crisis in Sind so [ar as the Sukkar Brrrage
is concerned is happily over and the peak of the flood
has passed it, going Further and further downstream.
But .the tale of woe due to the submerging of
hundreds of villages, and consequent loss of catile
and other property eontinues. Owing to great pressure
on the bunds several cansls have been breached and
geveral breaches have been made on purpose in places
to pass out the surplus water and .to maintain the
normal level. In spite of this relieving of pressure
the Nasrat canal has hecome uneontrollable and the
district of Nawabshah presents a critical situation, s
very large area in two talukas of this districk having,
been completely inundated. The main problem f{acing
the authorities latterly has been the preventign of
the spread of cholers by iaking precatigjpns about
sterilization of water by encouraging inocultion gnd
by insisting on attention being paid to ®sanifar
principles. It has bean recently decided by & &
rence of engineers to widen & railway bridge on the
N.-W. Ry. which is already- drawing off a large
vohmme of watsr into the wasie deserts of the Nawsb-
ehah district ; this it is believed will give an amount
of relief to the rest of the district. The most reassu-
ripg recent news is the recorded reading st Bukkur,
which was 16°3 feet on the 9th September, that is, a
couple of feet lower than the threatening point at
that place. :

India at the Leay ue.

"AT last the Indian delegation to the Assembly of
the League of Nations-is led by an Iudiar, Sir
Mahomed Habibullsh, thanks to the unremiiiing effort
in this behalf by Sir Phiroz Sethna. It would appear
#hat the Princes do not feel an objection or have latterly
waived their objection to an Indian official taking
precedence over one of their own number, an objection
which we are sure they still take to a non-official
Indian occupying that position. The deference shown
to the Princes in this matter is wholly misplaced, for
as a matter of fact one does not see any cogent reason
to their being included at all in the Indian delegation.
If the Princes in their corporate capacity were willing
to sccept the obligations which participation in the
League meetings mnecessarily implies, then they
would have earned a place in the délegation,
they share only in the privileges whichk such delega-
tion, confers without shouldering its burdens. And
these perrons who are themselves out of place at the
Aszsembly are allowed by the Government of India to
determine practically who the leader of its own depu-
tation shall be! Sir Mahomed Habibuliah announced
at this meeting India’s willingness to sign the optional
clause. So far so good, but seeing how India was
mads to speak in a different strain when the Conser-
|. vative party was in contrel in England, we cannot
congratulate the Government of India upon armriving

at » right decision this time. India’s part at these

As it'is,”

b
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nalia, the romance and omnipeietice thui lie conceal-
ed in a bottle of ink, on the art of conversation and
and so forth,—everywhere stimulatingly, sometimes
with a glance of siriking besuty and eminently read-
able in level parts and connective tissues. One essay
contains a four de force in the shape of the longest
periodic sentence in English proge litersture—written
as an exercise, by way of muockery ( " The Lohg and
Short of it” ). In another, Mr. Shepard makes capital
fun of the members of the Soeiety [or the Preserva-
tion of Useless Knowledge—-'Profs. Eitel Fleiszum-
nichts’ and ‘M. Cardksnaptjn’ —who wasie their days
and nights in pursuing such futile ‘points’ in schol-
arship as the colour of Helen's hair. Comparing
twe ‘marginalians’. a Barnes and a Smythe, he
writes :

“Barnes reads us many words in a year, I suppose,
as Smythe, but none of them ever take root and gfow, in
his barren marging, into flowers of famey, thickets of
erudition, or bitter weeds, even of disgust, How is it that
the same verbal seeds, blowing over into Smythe’s m:.r-
gins, shoot up there into jungles of comment, making
two books grow where there was only one before? Al
though he has never published anything, and has no
desire to do so, Smythe is really a voluminous author, for
he has composed no small part of what is to be read in
the volumes on his shelves... He mixes himself with a
book as a silkworm mingles with a mulberty-leaf pro-
ducing a compound better than either of the ingredients,
He nuzzles and burrows in a ‘hook like leviathan jn the
ocean wave, gulping down great gallons of text and then
blowing them aloft in a rainbowed spray of marginal
notes.

A pas-age thac reminds u: of Cherles Lamb's
whimsiekl humour, sud purticularly, of his kindred
observaiions about Coleridge in Two Races of Meir.
But quotation from a hook which holds humour and
wisdom in solution is difficult, unlike “extracting
quills from the fretful porpentine,”

There sre born essayists like Max Beerbohm,
Robert Lynd and J. B. Priestley, whose every
sentence brings us either a thrill of mild surprise, or
a risible excitement. or 1 gentle shock of sesthetie
pleasure, each seeming to outshine iis predecessor,
making the completed essay a rare literary repast for
lighter moments. We cannot say without exaggera-
tion that Mr. Shepard is a Prince Charming of Egsay-
Land; we must think of him rather as a frequent and
a distinguished visitor to that land, making welcome
excursions to it from his native domein of scholar-
ship. The robes of the professor are clearly visible
underneath the  dishabitle of the fireside tallker.
Otherwise we should say thst every word in that
gem of “Foreword” to the book, from the nagic pen
of Walter de In Mare, absoluiely hits the truth. The
truth is there, of course, in the Woreword—but ren-
dered hezutiful by ¢he poer's sensjtive sy mpathy and
meekness of soul. )

B, SADASIVA AIVAR.

THY CHINESE REVOLUTION.

TAE KUOMINTANG AND THE FUTURE OF
THE CHINESE ‘REVOLUTION. BY T. C
Woo. (Alen & Unwin.) 1928, 22em. 273p. 15/-.

10 give an accuunt of the Chinese Revolution is to

sketch the hirtury of the Kuomintang, for without the

latter the forwrer could not have been successful,

Mr. T.C. Woo descrves the thanks of the publie for

the magterly way inwhich he has deseribed the history

of the Kuomintang, But being a Left Winger himself
he de::‘cribe.u the revolutionary movement and the

.K.uommtan g povty from the Communist point of

view. Thus, for instance, he says that the “ Chinese
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Revoluiion aime at not merely a ohange of govern-
ment but a fundamental reconstruction of society in
its economic and socisl aspects™. True, Dr. Sun
Yat Sen. whore writings serve as¢ the guiding
principles, the theory and ideology of the Chinese
Revolution, aimed st a reconstruction of society in
its econmic ahd social aspects ; but the majority of
the Chinese revolutionaries were only concerned
with a. change in ihe personnel of government.
Their Iabours were only devoted to the overthrow of
feudalizm, militarism and imperialism. If any proof
were needed that the object of the Chinese Revolution
was only to make China areally independent repub-
lic, and not to reconslruct society in ity ecommic
and soc¢ial aspecis, we would point to the National
Government at Nanking which has not done and
does not intend to do anything towards the eco-
nomic reconstruetion of society.,

In his intense zeal towards the Left Wing of the
Kuomintang, he throws fthe blame for the split
thatl occwrred in the Kuomintang in 1927 on the
Right Wing, But we are inclined {o believe thuk
both the wings are equally to blame. The Left
Wing used the Kuomintang to spread Conununist
doctrines long before political revolution was achi-
eved, snd the Right Wing therefore allied itself
with the military commanders and wrested the power
from the Left Wing by a coup d'éfal.

The nuthor openly shows his coniempt for the
Right Wing., Inone place he writes, * The leader-
ship of the Right Wing of the Kuomintang is bank-
rupt, because it comes from the nascent hourgeois
class that in ability and equipment iz not equal to
the work of revolution in China ™. And yetitisa
matter of history that the Right Wing brought the
Revolution to a successful finish and is enthroned on
the seats of the mighty.

Suffering as it doex from the defect of partisan-
ship, the book is yet an admirable {reatise on the
history of the Kuomintang party. The learned au-
thor divides the history of the party inko two periods.
In the first period (1894 {o 1911) the name Kuomin-
tang was not used af all, and the party was known
only as the Revolutionary party. In this period the
party was a secret political organisation preaching
the gospel of violence and planning the overthrow
of the Manchu government. The second period which
lasted from 1911 to 1924 was a period which saw the
party working openly for China’s salvation. After
the Revolution of 1911 the Revolutionary party
“ emerged as a political body working in broad day-
light "', and the name Kuomintang was used to desi-
gnate the party. In this period the Kuomintang had
to face such difficulties as the coup d'état of Yuan
Shi Kai, the intermittent civil war between rival
Tuchuns and the opposition of ths World Powers (v
the realisation of the principles of the Rovolution.
The leaders of the Kuomintang felt that if the party
were to iriumph over its enemies, it must be com-
pletely reorganised, it should keep an army in readi-
ness and it must adopt an effestive method for spread-
ing revolutionary doctrines.

To carry out these suggestions, a Reorganisation
Conference was called at Canton on January 20,
1924, Under the wise guidance of Dr. Sun, the
Conference pessed two vitally important resolu-
tions which affected the future of the party profound-
ly. They were:{1) The Declaration of the First
National Congress and (2} The General Constitution.
of the Kuomintang, Inthe words of the suthor,

*“The Declaration was in in its nature a pronocuncement

on the present conditions of the country, a cobcise re-
statement of the Lasie prizeiples of the party, acd an
enumeration of its domestic and foreign policies that it
ought to be the minipnm party platform to be put into
Sfect in the immediate future. The organisation of the-
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party as provided for under the General Constitution
was & closely graduated government with the central
government at itea bead and the local units as its basis”

In Chapters III and IV the author describes in a
masterly way fhe reorganised party and its work;
"These chapters are too full of matier to be sum-
marised in’a review like this,

In Chapter V the author describes the Russian
poliey of the Kuomintang. He enumerates the forces
and factors which drew the Kuomintang and Russia
together, First and foremost is the close contaot
between Chins and Russia, and the conssquent cultural
‘affinity between the {wo countries. Secondly,
Russin appeared to the Chinese revolutionsries as a
friend, for she renounced her special rights and pri-
vileges in China after the Russian Revolution.
"Thirdly the speedy success of the Russian Revolu-
tion producad a stir in the hearts of the Chinese pat-
riots, and drew them towards the Russian Revolu-
tionaries. Lastly, Chins and Russia are both
proletarian and non-capitalist countries. After
-enumerating the eultursl, political, and revolutionary
factors that brought the Kuomintang into «lose
touch with Russia, the author points out the contri-
bution of Russia to the progress of the Chinese Re-
volution. He agrees with Arthur Ransome that
the Russian contribution to the Chinese Revolution
was of a spiritual instead of a military character.
He denies that the Kuomintang is a machine con-
trolled and paid by Moscow. The split that occurred
inthe Kuomintang in 1927 betweenthe Right and
Left Wings as to the direction the Chinese Revolu-
tion should take and the ultimate success of the
Right Wing is proof positive that the members of
the Kuomintang are not tools and running dogs of
Bolshevist schemes. The author pertinently
ramarks,

“ The interests of Russia and of the other powers vis
via China are in sharp conflict, That is the fundamental
teason why Fngland and Japan, for instanze, and the
other powers to a'less degrew decry the so-called Rus-
sian fuflaence in China. That is slso the reason why
the Russian policy of the Euomintang receives so much
misunderstanding at the hands of these powers.”

Such, in brief, is the highly interesting story of
the Kuomintang party which bas made China a full,
<qual and independent state. The author doss not
meraly narrate the history of the party, but deseri-
bes very vividly the various forces that affected the
course of its development. Af{ the end of the book
important documents relating to the Kuomintang and
the Chinese Revolution have been added, which
enhance the value of the book by making the origi-
nal sources directly availale,

M. V. SUBRAHMANIAM,

HISTORY OF MARRIAGE.

A SHORT HISTORY OF MARRIAGE. By
EbWARD WESTERMARCK. ( Macmillan.) 22om.
326p. 10/6.

To those who have not the patience to wade
through the three volumes of “History of Human
Marriage”, this book is an exosilent substituie; it
gives all the theses of the larger work so far as
marriage is a social institution and it gives a suffi-
ciency of faots which are illustrative of them. Dis-
cussing the origin of marriage, Prof. Westarmarck
does not suppart the hypothesis of a promiscuity or
-conmunal marriags which in his opinion is opposed
) the most probable infarancss we are justified in mak-
ing as rogards the early condition. Ha has succeaded
m explaining away all tha customs which have been
.m.iduaad so far a3 evidanoas of & primordial commu-
nism in womsn, His conclusion is that family and

marriage are injimately combined from the beginning
of the history of man and that marriage is rooted in
family instead of vice wersa. Prof. Westermarck
abiributes the decline in marriage in recent times to
the ever increasing standard of comfort, to the econ
mic independence of women and to the loss of the
important advantages of married life over a single
life in former times; he also assigns a large share to
the irrativnal laws aboui marriage and divorce in
most countries. The question  of endogamy and
exogamy is traaled in the book very fully. The author
explains exogziny as the result of sexual aversion
between persons living closely together from child-
hood; he rejects all other theories which regard
exogamous rules as social survivals from very remote
ages. One goud point he makes is that our laws
against incest are rarely felt as & restraint upon ocur
feelings but are in consonance with them, Besides,
his theory easily fits in with the biological fact of the
injurious consequences of in-breeding. We think how-
evar that the question must still be regarded as moot
in view of the objections of psycho-analysists as well
as other sociologists of repute. With regard to the
future of monogamy the author opines that if the
cauges to which monogamy in tne most progressive
societies owes its origin will continue tooperate with
constantly growing force the laws of monogamy are
not likely to be changed and he finds it difficult to
imagine a time when Western civilization would
legalise polygamy., In the account of polyandry and
group-msrriage Dr. Westermarck re-emhpasises his
favourite position that the hypothesis of an earlier
form of group-marriage, out of which the other forms
of marriage have gradually evolved, is unprovable,
He has shown that the known case of certaid® Ausira+
linn tribes ie not a case of genuine group—marriag?
and eannot be regarded as evidence of a prior state o
communism., In the last chapter there is a fine
presentation of the factors that tend to make marriage
durable and of others that tend to weaken or dissolve
iv—in fact the pros and cons of divorce. The author
does not share the wide-spread idesa that divorce is the
enemy of marriage and, if made easy, might destroy
the family, His main thesis being that marriage is not
an artificial ereation but a natural institution based
on desp-rooted sentiments, he has no apprebension of
the destruction of marriage and family, and he regards
divorce as a necessity for puiting an end to unions
which are a disgrace to the name of marriage. The °
volume is characterized by a patient examination of
facts, an impartial survey of evidence and a true
seientific spirit in laying down the final propositions
and ought to be in the hands of every student of
sociology.

V. N. G,

SHORT NOTICES.

SEX AND YOUTH. By SHERWOOD EDDY,
( Student Christian Movement, London. ) 1928,
18cm. 150p. 3/—. :

A COMPREHENSIVE volume like the one under review
containing all sides of the sex question was a press-
ing necessity. A theoretical survey of sex problems
oan be found in “The Psychology of Sex” and other
works, but a consideration of practical questions
which a young man requires most is rarely found in
big books,

Dr. Eddy has devoted a special chapier for such
questions. He has inoluded some questions on
marriage in this chapter. The-Problems of Marriage
and A Choice of a Life-Companion form soparate
chaptars. The choice of a life companion is a problem
unknown to many of us in India. Here the suthor
guggests, among othexs, thrae considerations in the
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character by prosecuting those who have published
grave charges against him; it is for them rather to
clear the character of their own officers. We have no
intention to write more at this stage. We would only
warn the Government of India that the British Indian
public will not allow the matter to rest here. Silence
on the part of Government in presence of such damag-
ing statements made in broad daylight would be
interpreted by the public at large as complicily in
the vagaries and crimes attributed to the Maharaja.
It is in the interest of the Maharaja himself and the
Government of India fhat a searching inquiry be
instituted into this matter.

THE AGES OF MARRIAGE AND CONSENT.

HERE are vo universally accepted principles
T with reference to which the minimum age of
niarrisge and consent can be fixed. The Child
\Welfare Commifiee of the League of Nations recently
collected information on this point from a large num-
her of countries which showed that the minimum
age ol marriage is higher than the age of consent in
23 couniries, lower in 8 countries and the same in 10
countrier, The Committee itself has not arrived at
sny considered opinion as to what the age of marri-
age should be in relation to the age of consent; it
ways on the contrary that a comparison between the
twuo ages cannot be instituted. “ Asregards the pro-
tection of young persons, the essential point is not
whether the minimum sage be higher or lower than
the age of consent, but rather that both ages should
conform respectively to the standards required by
enlightened public opinion”, which does not carry
us very fur. The higher age of marrjage in a large
majority of countries is explained, as the Committee
observes, by “the serious responsibilities involved
in marriage.” In England recenily the minimum
nge of marriage for both sexes has been raised, and
the Select Comumittee of the House of Lords which
recommended the change based itself principally
upon this observation of the Committee. The legal
age of marriage in England was for girls 12 and
boys 14 till the other day, but tlie actual practice of
the people was far in advance of the law. Oui of
the total number of 1,180,835 marriages recorded dur-
ing1925-27 only 4 marriages were of males and 119
of females below the age of 16. ‘' The econclusion
to be drawn from the figures quoted is, "
says the Seleet Committee’'s  Report, “ that
the moral sense of the people rejects marriage at,
or approximating to, the legal minimum age.
It seems to the Committee undesirable that the law
should thus sanction a lstitude which public opinion
in practice repudiates, or support a lower ideal of
maorriage than the existing standard of civilisstion in
this country demands.

The reason which has led the Sir Moropant Joshi
Committee to recommend 14 as the legal minimum
age of marriage in India is exactly the contrary.
Here law does not lag behind practice : but law is to
be pressed into service in order to improve practice.
The marriage age, under the Joshi Committee’s
recommendations, is not to be in advance of the age

of consent in view of “ the grave responsibilities in-
volved” in marriage; nor are the two ages to
coincide, but the age of marriage is to be helow the
age of consent—for a reason which was not present
to the minds either of the Select Comumittee of the
British House of Lords or the Child Welfare Com-
mittee of the League of Nations. Truly does the
Joshi Committer remark: “ The exigencies of the
Indian situation should really form the determining
factor in the adoption of remedies to secure such
turther protection to girls as may he necessary; " and
the exigencies of the Indian situation are such as to
leave a Committee like the Joshi Committee no alter-
native to the recommendations which they have
made. Medical science proclaims 18 to be the lowest
really safe age for maternity. But such a high age
will not receive any wide support in the country.
The Joshi Committee therefore rejects it. 16 iss
according to medical opinion, “ the bare minimum at
which comsummation may be justifiable or at any
rate maternity may be reasonably safe.” The
Committee’s whole endeavour therefore is to
secure that the age for conswmmating marriage
is brought as close as possible to 16. It
could poseibly have taken courage in both its hands
and fixed 16 as the age of consent. It might then
have even left the age of marriage alone. It soon
discovered however that the age of consent cannot be
fixed far in advance of public opinion and that the
law doing so would remain a dead letter, 2s has been
the case of the existing age of consent law.
The only way to tackle the problem therefore
appeared 1o f{bhe Committee to fix & minimum
marriage age. It is just here however that you coms
into sharp conflict with orthodox opinion, which may
perhaps be induced to tolerate advance in the age of
consent but not post-puberty marriages, Taking this
fact into account, the Committee has recommended
the legal minimum age of marriage to be fixed at 14
and the age of consent at 15. It does not fix the lat-
ter ab 16 because it fears it would be inoperaiive, but
just fixes it al & year in advance of the marriage age
to show the direction in which progress is required in
future. Considering all the circumstances, we can-
not say that the legal minimum age ;of marriage is
fixed too low ; we would only remind the objectors
that the Committee has not made marriage under age
void or voidable, but subject to the ordinary penalties
of fine or/and imprisonment. Inthe case of infractions
of the marriage law, the Commiftee recommends—=a
very necessary recommendstion—that the trying
ndge may “require the offender on conviction to exe-
cuie » bond, with or withoui sureties, for separate
living, custody and maintenance of the girl and for
preventing the husband from consummeating the mar-
riage before she completes the statutory age of mar-
riage.” To social reformers the Joshi Commitiee’s
report cannot be entirely satisfactory, for, asthe
report itself says, the age of marringe has been fixed,
solely “with & view not to disturb the practices of
the conservative section beyond the necessary mini-
mum ; "' but, in the present state of orthodox opinion,
a greater advance would hardly appear possible.
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We notice one defeci in the Commitiee’'s recom-
mendations, viz. that they are made with a view to
girls and are meant to be applicable only to girls.
In recommending & marriage law fixing the mini-
mum age of marriage of girls at 14 years, the
Committee says that “a period of 4 years beyond the
wife's age would indicate a suitable minimum age
for the marrisge of boys,” but does not make a definite
recommendation to this effect. In the matter of its
recomumendation regarding the age of consent, it
fixes the age only for girls. The recommendation is,
in marital cases, that “sexual intercourse by a
husband with his wife below 15 years of age be
made an offence”. The Committee makes & similar
recommendation in regard to non-marital cases. Our

existing age of consent law contains this defect and
the Committeo has done nothing {o remove it. But
it is obvious that the laws fixing age of marriage
and consent should fix them for both sexes. In most
countries such laws are applicable to boys as well gs
girls, sexual intercourse between a boy of tender age
with a girl of mature age being forbidden no less than
sexual intercourse between a boy of mature age and
a girl of immature age. In India marriages of the
former category are not unknown; we believe that
Mr. Patel stated some time ago that they were fairly
common in Gujerat. This defect ought to be re-
moved, and we hope the point will be borne in mind
when the Assembly deals with. Mr. Sards’s Marriage

' Bill.

CLOSING UP THE LOOPHOLES FOR WAR.

HE Britich Foreign Secretary, Mr. Arthur Hender-
sott, declared at the League Assembly, now in
session at Genevs, not only that Great Britain

was willing to sign the so-called optional oclause in
&he Statute of the World Court thus accepting the
obligation to'submit all her legal disputes with other
countries to the arbitration of this Court, tut that she
was anxious 8o to amend the Covenant of the League
as.to fill up what are known as gaps in it permit-
ting resort to war. The importance of this move
cannot be overestimated. Th mere acceptance of the
optionsal clause by Great Britain and her Dominions
{ it appears sll Dominions will sign the clause sub-
joct perhaps to some reservations) constitutes in itself
» momentous contribution to the organisation of
world peace. For, although some seventesn states
have so far agreed, by signing and ratifying the
<clause, to use the World .Court's services in their
legal disputes, Great Britain will be the frst among
the great powers, barring Germany, to do so. Though
arbitration agreements must be universal in order
completely (0 renounce the weapon of war for use as
& last resort, still the value of such sgresments is not
£o be measured merely by their number. Great
dowers possessed of large armamrents will, by abjur-
ing war, make a larger contribution to the guarantee-
ing of international peace than small unarmed
powers whoss limited resources effectually prevent
them from committing aggression, It ie obvious,
therefore, that the heavily armed powers which are
likely to prefer the arbitrament of war to a judicial
decision in the settlement of their disputes must re-
cognise the World Court's compulsory jurisdiction if
the reign of law is to supersede the rule of force. The
adbhesion of small powers to the optionnl clause
which alone till now were willing to accept compul-
rory arbitration was, therefore, a good moral gesture,
but, to take a realistic view of the matter, of not
much practical importance. The adhesion of Ger-
many too fell under the same category, for, being un-
armed, there is no possibility of her going to war for
» long time to come. All the great powers were so
long hanging back, and among them Great Britain
horself. Not that they would not take, without in-
vesting the World Court with compulsory jurisdic

tion, many of their justiciable disputes to it for settle-
ment ; perhaps they would, But they insisted upon
reserving to themselves the right in the Iast resort of
having recourse to war. This attitude, however, of the
great powers was a fatal obstacle to disarmament or
aven to a substantial reduction of armaments, F¥or if
Great Britain, e. g., would use the World Court in
ninety-nine of her disputes but would resort to war
in the hundredth, even then it is obvious that other
powers must keep themselves fully armed ready to
meet Great Britain's attack, It is necessary there-
fore not merely that great powers should in actnal
practice be willing to arbitrate a great many of
their disputes but that they should bind themselves
in advance to arbifrate all their disputes without ex-
ception. Great Britain, by giving up the right to go
to war in the pursuit of any of her legal disputes, has
given a lead which will, we hope, be speedily followed
by other nations, thus excluding the possibility of
war 80 far at any rate as logal and justiciable dis-
putes are concerned. Great Britain’s example has in
fact had an immediate result, for France, which ill
now was willing only in principle to sign the optional
clause, has announced her intention of doing so un-
conditionally, Woe therefore put a very high value
on the action which Mr. Henderson proposes to take,
It is true that the compulsory arbitration which
Great Britain now accepts is confined only to justi-
oiable disputes, that is, those disputes which turn on
points of international law but as the sphere of
accepted international law goes on expanding—
and it is expanding with the progress of the codifion-
tion of international Jlaw—the field of action of the
World Court will expand pro tanlo and the sphere
covered by purely polifical disputes to be settled
either by conciliation or by resort to force will di-
minish,

But Mr. Henderson is also trying to close up the
loopholes for war which Articles 12 and 15 of the
League’s Covenant contain. Article 12 leaves fo
states-members of the League in the matter of settle-
ment of international disputes a choice between arki-
tration ( whether by means of the Wold Court, in
which ocase it is called in the League’s phraseology
“judicial settlement” or any other arbitral body ) and
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inquiry by the Council. Sir Austen Chamberlain refus-
ed fo accept the World Court’s jurisdiction on the very
ground that such acceptance would unnecessarily
limit the processes of pacific settlement which are now
open to Great Britain under the Covenant, It is clear,
however, that so long as the Covenant makes it pos-
sible for states to refer their disputes to investiga-
tion by the Council instead of to arbitration by a
jadieial process, the tendency would be to prefer a re-
ference to the Council instead of the Court—at any
rate in disputes in which their case is not very strong.
¥or there is a world of difference between the two
methods. For one thing, the Court will decide the matter
in dispute in & purely judicial spirit, while the Coun-
¢il’s decision is apt to be coloured sometimes by politi-
cal considerations which are out of place in legal dis-
putes. For another thing, the Court's award is binding
in every case on the parties to the dispuie. while the
Council’s verdict is binding only when it is unani-
mous. Now in a body consisting of as many as
fourtecn members under the influencs of conflieting
political forces unanimity must always be a doubt-
tul factor. It would not be difficult for a great po-
wer to persuade & smsll one, by the offer of a quid
pro quo,to break the unanimity of the Couneil, thus
teaving it frea to have recourse to war if so desired.
This is therefore a real gap in the Covenant which
must be filled up. The Article reads as under —
The membets of the Leagne agree that, if thers should
arizs between them apy dispute likely to lead to a rup-
ture, they will submit the matter either to arbitration or
Judicial settlement or to inquiry by the Council, and
they agree in no case to resort to War until three months
after tho award by the arbitrators or the judicial deci-
sion or the report by the Couocil.
The gap canbe closed by deleting all reference to
“inquiry by the Council.” There is another gap in
Avticle 15 which requires states-members to seek
¢oneiiation intheir legal dispuies not referred to
arbitration under Article 13 or non-legal disputes
whieh are declared by implicstion to be unsuitable
for submission to arbitration. When the compulsory
jurisdiction of the World Court is accepied, there will
b2 no oceasion to invoke the procedure Isid down in
Article 15 in the case of legal disputes, The closing
of the gap in Article 15 would therefore mean refer-
ence of even non-legal disputes to arbiiration instead
of to conciliation, as is provided for, e. g., in the
Locarno Treaty. Under the latter the contracting
puwers * undertake to settle by peaceful means and
1 the manner laid down herein all questions of every
lkind which may arise betwen them ; and they “ mu-
tnally undertake that they will in no case attack or
invade each other orresori to War against each other.”
We do not know how exactly Mr. Henderson pro-
puses ¢ fill up thehole in the Covenant. But anyhow,
having made up her mind to undertake that all her
legal disputes shall be submitted /pso factoto judicial
decision, Great Britain must put forth her best
endeavour to conclude ali-in arbitration treaties even
as Italy and Germany and France have done. What
Mr. Henderson’s intentions are will soon be made
known,

|

EXTENT OF MINORITY PROTECTION

GUABANTEED BY THE LEAGUE.

The Council of the League of Nations considered
at it3 quarterly meeling held at Madrid in June last the
question as to the best way of securing fulfilment of the
obligations accepted by a dozen Europegn Slates for
the protection of certain racial, linguistic or religious
minorities estimaled to comprise some 40,000,000
people. The question thus relaled merely to the improne-
ment of the procedure mow in force for making the
League's supervisionlof the administration of the man-
dated countries more effective. Vor the present we do
not intend lo describe the improvement effected, Imt
we give below an extract from Ihe Repor!  of
the Committee of Three comfaining an authoritative
analysis of the exient of the malerial rights guarunieed
by the so-called Minorities Treaties. I{ will b observed
that there i3 a not single right menlioned here, which
the Nehru Committee’s Constitution is no' prepared
to recognise in « fundamental law, the effect of which
cannot be reslricted by any other lwws. requlations or
offictal ineasures of any kind.

“In the first place, the Minorities Treaties cone
tain stipulations regarding the acquisition of nationa-
lity. These stipulations provide, in principle, thas
the nationality of the newly created or enlarged
country shall te acquired : (a) by persons habitually
resident in the transferred territory or possessing
rights of citizenship there when the Treaty comes
into force ; () by persons born in the territory of
parents domiciled there at the timas of their birth, even
if they are not themselves habitually resident there
at the coming into force of the treaty.

“The treaties also provide that nationality shail
be ipso facto acquired by any person born in the
territory of the State, if he cannot prove another
nationality. The {reaties further contain certain
stipulations concerning the right of option.

“The States which have signed the Minorities
Treaties have undertaken to grant all their inhabi-
cants full and complete protection of life and liberty,
and recogunise that they are engitled to the fres exer-
cise, whether in public or in privale, of asny creeds
religion or belief whose practices are not inconsistent
with publie order or public morals.

“As regards the right to equality of treatment,
the Minorities Trealies lay down the following
general principles : (a) equality of all nationals of the
country before the law; (b) equality of civil and
political rights ;- and (¢) equality of trestment and
security in law and in fact.

“Moreover, the treaties expressly stipulate thst
differences of race, language or religion shall not
prejudice any national of the country as regards
admiesion to public employments, functions and
honours, or to the exercise of professions and indu-
stries. It is also provided that nationals belonging
to minorities shall have an equal right to establish,
mansge and control, at their own expense, charitable
religious or social institutions, schools and other
educational establishments, with the right to usetheir
own language and to exercise their religion froely
therein.



-

)
SEPTEMBER 12, 1929.]

THE SERVANT OF INDIJA.

427

“Ag regards the use of the minority language,

-States which have signed the treaties have under-

taken to place no restriction in the way of the free
use by any national of the country of any language
in private intercourse in commerce, in religion, in the
Press or in publications of any kind, or at public
meetings. Those States have also agreed to grant
adequate facilities to enable their nationals whose
mother-fongue is not the official language to use
their own languuge, either orally or in writing, before
the Courts, They have further agreed, in towns and
districts where a considerable proportion of nationals
of the country whose mother-tongue is not the official
language of the country are resident, to make provi-
sion for adequate facilities for ensuring that, in. the
primary schools (the Czechoslovak Treaty refers to
“instruction” in general ), instruction shall be given
to the children of such nationals throngh the medium
of their own langusge, it being understood that this
provision does not prevent the teaching of the official
1anguage bsing made obligatory in those schools.

“The treaties finally provide that, in towns or
districts where there is a considerable proportion of
nationals of the country belonging to racial, religious
or linguistic minorities, these minorities will be
assured an equitable ghare in the enjoyment and
application of sums which may be provided out of
public funds under the State, municipal or other
budgets for educational, religious or charitable pur-
poses."—The League's Document C.C.M.1 quoted
in tl;; SOﬁici:d Journal, -Special Supplement No. 73,
Pp. /-0,

Reviews,

A SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF PROHIBITION,

PROHIBITION: ITS INDUSTRIAL AND ECO-
NOMIC ASPECTS, By HERMAN FELDMAN.
( Appleton. } 19cm, 415p. $2.00.
THE author, who is Assistant Professor of Indus-
trial Relations in the Amos Tuck School of Adminis-
tration and Finance st Dartmouth College, gives us
here an impartial, objective study of the industrisl
and economic aspeots of the subject that all the
world has been debating for ten years. The publishers™
announcement goes too far in saying: “previous
disoussions of prohibition have been dominated by
opinion and prejudice,” but not too far in claiming
that “in the’present volume the author has employed
the impartiality and disciplined mind of the scholar
in analysing ocertain definite aspects of this

- complex question.”

-consumption of aloohol was falling” is wrong.

The first noteworthy conclusion of the author is
that the oft-repeated and widely-accepted statement
that “before national prohibition began in America
temperance was making steady progress and the
A

-detailed study leads him to the conclusion that,

despite local prohibition in a steadily inoreasing area,
the total and even the per capita consumption of dis-

tilled spirite, wines and besrs increased from the

beginning of the 20th century to the outbreak of the
War in 1914, Deaths from alcoholiem wers most
numernus just before the War, the years with the
highest death rates from this cause being 1912
and 1913,

In a chapier entitled “The Newer Role of
Aloohol” are included studies of the industrial uses
of alcohol and the methods of treatmeni to make it
unfit for beverage use. It is interesting to find thai
more than twice as much alcohol was made in the
United States of Ameriea in 1926 as in 1919, the
inerease in alcohol made for industrial purposes being
from 98,160,324 geallons to 202,271,670 gallons.
Among the industrisl uses of alcohol enumerated
by the author are the following:—in tanning,
manufacture of artificial silk, ansesthetic ether and
other drugs, artificial leather, billiard balls, paint
varnish, lacquer, shellac, embalming fiuid, “sterno”
and other heating substances, gas mantles, photo-
graphic supplies, and moving picture films, furniture,
ink, pancils, shoe polish, disinfectants, lipstick, rouge,
perfumas and anti-freeze mixturés extensively used
in the U.S.A. in motor cars radiators during the
winter months. In this chapter is also included a
complete ; answer to those whp have accused the
American Government of murder because of ifs use
of the poison “methanol” in industrial alechol. Boot-
leggers have taken indusirial alcohol, have redistilled
it without getting rid of all the methanol, and their
unfortunate patrons have died, But Dr, Feldman
shows that methanol is used in sall countries that
have & demand for industrial alcohol, and the respon-
sibility for the poison-liquor murders resis entirely
on the criminals who treat it and sell it in defiance
of the law. And with all of the ¢reatment of the
bootleggers the product into which methanol has been
introduced has a taste very different from the ethyl
alcohol of the bsverage tiquor traffic.

That milk consumption has ind largely ascleas®
a result of Prohibition is one of the most definite con-
clusions reached by the author. 1In support of this
conclusion he presents an impressive array of stati-
stics and’‘opinions by men engaged in the dairying
business, by large employers of 1abour and by social
workers. Orange growers are also shown to have
profitted enormously through the extensive adoption
of the wholesome orange juice as a substitute for
beer. Ginger ale, root beer ( non-alcoholic) coca~
cola and other “soft” drinks have also increased in
popularity.

Liquor propagandists have written quite often
about the turning of alcohol-drinkers to sweets and
ruining their health by excessive indulgence therein.
Some “dry" advocates, discounting the damage done
by increased'use of sweets, have pointed to the suppo~
sed gain to the sugar growers and confectioners as an
example of how legitimate irade has gained by
Prohibition, Both “wets™ and “drys™ find their
arguments suffering from Dr. Feldman's conclusion
that Prohibition has not been respomsible for any
considerable inorease in the consumption of sweets.

The claim of increased use of narcotic drugs as a
result of Prohibition is examined and rejected,
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“Probhibition has had no effec on drug addietion,”
savs Dr, Lawrence Kolb of the U.S, Public Health
Se;-\'ice. co-author of the most careful and plausible
«tudy of the subject, who nevertheless declares confi-
dently that “the number of addicts in the United
Stntes io certainly decreasing, and asserts that it i
harder hy far to get narcotics thau aleohol.” That
Loing =0, nothing is left of the arguments that men
with an uppetite for drink turm to drups hecause of
Trohibition.

That industry suffers much  les-
drunkenness now, the author thinks is noi in doubt,
Attendanee of emplovees in millg, mine« and factorie:

Tgeanse of

|

iz berter since drini is not easily obiainable, That
industrial accidents due to aleoholic indulgence have
decreased is reported by more than one-fourth of the
large business firms sending replies to an enquiry on
this matter. Not a single person encountered in all
his study of the subjeet =aid thal prohibition was
responsible for an increase in the number of industrial
accidents a rather remarkable facl in view of the
stateinents, the foes of Prohibition are conlinually
making about worse effects being experienced now
through the uvse of poisoned liquor.

J W. PICKETT.

COMMUNISM os. CONSTITUTIONALISM.

THE NEW 3SOCIAL ORDER: PRINCIPLES
AND PROGRAMS, DBy IARRY F. WARD.
( Maemitlon, Now Vork, } 20em, 284p. $1:50.
THE PRAGMATIC REVOLT IN POLITICS, B
W. V. BoaorT. (Maemillan) 1928, 22em. 540p.
16'-.
T pwo hooks: under review are a
tpibution o the politieal Titerature They
are all the nore valuable as they nre written from
different standpointz and =0 sre corrective of each
Dy, Flarry Ward 1= palpably dizsatisfied with
He huas definisely
cocinlistic svmpaihies and rees in Bolshevism the
harbinger of 2 new age. He frankly adivits that his
enthusinsm for it is based only on the declared policy
of Bolshevisiz. He does not consider how far this
policy ix actually being realised. He ix content to
eniber an apologia for the Bolshevist perreculion of
the honrgeoisic merely on the ground that every
pobitiend paeey o thie past hos found it necessary o
pee force agaiust itz opponents.  Dr. Elliot’s book is
a vory reasoned and scholavly defence of what he
eqlls= the Co-organice Scate, which in common parlance
i« noching but dhe constitutional state or parliamenta-
rism as we have heen knowing il. At a time when
political writers never tire of picking holes in re-
presentaiive demucracy, il i« refreshing to come a-
crose a thinker, who has comething to say in jts fa-
vour. He underlakes o decailed study of Syndica-
limm aud Paseism, hoth of which he traces to the
vooeue of Pragmatism in polities,  He excuszes him-
seli' from study iz Bolshevism on the ground that it
ju no cirhoot of Pragmatism, for in its fanaticism i
disploy: on sbeabatict teinper, which i= a negation of
isul in the course of his book he often
Jf Doih Bolshevizne and Tazeisin as resting on
1 T fvvie it does nob appecr ax if Fascism
has oy effindty with Pragmatism. But Dr. Elliot
has e own wee of looking at the growth of Faseism.
Promuatisnnes o philesophy i« a refusal to have any
gheolure staudords or any  sheolute trath: it i
against al} abstrections os it is nguinst any sloppy
metuphysics. Taime ab individusl Ireedom of be-
lief and’ tends to be pluralistic in its metaphysics.
Hence Dr. Elliot traces the syndicalist state with
jts dethromementoffan fall-powerful and sll-sbhsorb-
ing state, as fthe "idealistic or even the constitu-

.

vary uxeful con-

cf fo-tay,

othor,

the hourgaoi= polities in vegue.

],11':.'\:‘;“‘.:' SR
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tional state tends to be, to pragmavic premises. Ii
substitutes  sovereign group” for “sovereign staie, ”
The pragmatic temper in Mussolini illustratad

P8

by an interesting anecdote. Ambassador Child
naively acked Mussolini about the Fuascist pro-
gramme.  And Mussolini answered : " Program?y

My program  is work, discipline, unity ... Pr-
grams are endless. It is the organization—ii 15 ihe
men— it is vetion, not tallk— it is men I
He *has interpreted social reactions and nation:]
survival as impesing organic solidarity upon the nation to
the sole end of functional cfficiency in the public service:.
If this eoncept of public services be extended tv the whole
economic structure of the vpation as a productive unit
which stands or falls together, it becomes Fascism,
Mussolini has made a quite logical application of droif
objectif to the Fascist corporative rtate, with his syndi-
oates hierarchically * disciplined ' .

All the same, even though Fascism may be traced
to Syndicalism, it has proved o rebellious offspring,
and one may well harbour a doubt whether it is fair
to Pragmatism that all the sins of an autocraiic
Fascism should be fathered on Pragmatism. So far
as the scope of the book goes, the task has been well
performed : it is a reasoned critique of Pragmalism as
a philosophy and of its political offshoots, and it s
equally 2 reasoned statement of the e¢ssential superi-
ority of the constitutional state to meet the needs of
political life,

Dr. Harry Ward is Professor of Christian Ethics
in the Union Theclogical Seminary, New York City
Hence it is no surprise if he brings a definitely
Christian spirit to bear on the problems he deals with.
He iz bitter against the capitalist system, as he thinks
it is unchristian, resting as it dees on human selfish-
ness. He is dubious, even indifferent, if not positive-
1y hostile, about the League of Nations, because he
sees in it only an expansion of the present politics of
individusal states. He is frankly socialistic, and for
the matter of that even of the Bolshevist brand :

* The Red flag which is now so abhorred and persecu-
ted is the symbol of solidarity : in its colour representing
the common blood of all peoples, it expresses the bope of
a commen life ™ (p. 161).

He finds much in the programme of the British
Labour Party to admire. Ifs emphasis on a thorough
study, of social problems, its enthusiasm for science
and a.scientific outlook on life are all commended ¢
“ Good-will without knowledge is warmth without
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light," This is the faith of the Party, but Dr. Ward
would prefer the enthusism for humanity toenthusism
for knowledge. That is why in Bolshevism he sees
the birth of a new world. The abolition of all
national distinctions and of all elass distinctions, the
ideal of the whole humanity living in peace fand
harmony and real equalily, the Soviet [declaration
that * the popular edition of classics is to be sold at
cost, and, if means shall permit, even below cost, and
may even be given free through the libraries which
serve the working democracy "—all this and more
make Dr. Ward uncritically warm about Bolshevism.
The profit and the wage system is * at variance with
the ideals of the Christian religion. " He is not un-
mindful of the criticisms which have been,passed
against the Bolshevists, but he aillows himself to turn
his blind eye at them. He has a fear that the
majority, when they get power, may blunder in their
use of it, particularly in their “ estimate of the;worth
of intellectusl processes in which the common people
have not participated and whose immediate bearing
upon social progress is not obvious . Therefore he
-advises “ those who live purely by speculation to
attempt to justify their social worth. *  “In the new
order all the nstions will view the earth ss ihe
‘common resource to be co-operatively adminisiered
for the main{enance of the common life. They will
consider all other peoples as beings of infinite worth
and will seek to find that worth in fellowship fo-
gether . Bolsheviem is now on its trial. It would
lie unwise to condemn it. But it may ba wise not to
-expect too much and to patiently await how far it
can suceceed, for its success depends on how far
human nature will change to keep pace with tha
-demands of the Bolshevik Utopia.

America is not a congenial soil for the commu-
nistio theories to flourish in. They are inevitably
the outcome of the struggle of the have-not’s
to become the have's. But in America a healthy
industrialism has on the whole secured a high
standard of life for its labourers, which isthe
despair of Europe and even more of the rest of
the wurld. One man in America out of five |3 said
to own a car. This in iiself is a remarkable
messure of America's go-ahead prosperity. The
other day a friend, lately back from this happy
land, said that even a municipal sweeper has a car,
and it is nothing unusual for a gardener to own
a car, in which he moves about from one garden
to another where he happens {o be employed. If
capitalism is capable of producing such results, will
it be lightly changed into Bolsevism, which holds
-out at best the prospect of equality in bare cumpet-
ence, but none whatever of each man becoming
the owner of a car and a well-furnished flat? America
is likely to be the final battle-ground] between Capi-
talism and Bolshevism, between the philoshpy of
Henry Ford and Lenin, but the issue is in the womb
of time. That an American should wax so eloquent
over Bolshevism is anyway an interesting pheno-
menon. In the meantime it is as it should bs that
ancther American, Dr. Elliot, should seck’to.apply a
prake to political pluralism or to the Bolshevist and

Fascist dictatorship. Dr. Elliot aims aé a constifu-
tional governmeni “obeyed legaily, resisted polifically™.
He is even prepared to take up thé challenge of
Pragmatism and argue : apply your pragmatic test of
satisfactoriness, working, consequences; even then
constitutional government has made good its right
to exist, and therefore the idea of the co-organic
state is practically valuable.
A R. WapDIA.

ON FORGETFULNESE.

THE JOYS OF FORGETTING. By ODELL
SHEPARD. ( Allen & Uawin.) 1928, 23cm.
278p. 7/6. :

IT is a thrice grateful diversion for an arrant for-

getter, for one who never carried any excess baggage

—if any baggage worth mentioning st all—inhis

mind, to review a book that so finally and un-

answerably sets out, in its title-essay, the case for
the forgetter. The dreamer, the idler, the ignoramus,

{ and the bore, have all had fascinating champions in

literature to advocats their essentially weak causes,
while the forgetter, with an impregnable position, has
had to wait so long for an advocate. But the long
wait was worth while, seeing that his brief is at long
last in the hands of one with such a brilliant and
suggestive forgeifulness as Mr. Odell Shepard. That,
however, would be an understatement of his qualifi-
cations for deseanting on the “Joys of Forgetting”—

_or rather, overstatement ; for, far more than forgetful-

nees, on which he so piques himself, he is aided by
an alert, scholarly memory holding the candle to re-
flection and imagination; indeed, & good deal of his
ammunition comes from the enemy's camp, however
deftly and delightfully he might veil it. Perhaps
we are confusing the issue when we talk thus glibly
about ‘Memory’ and ‘Forgetfulness,” considering that
—as Mr. Shepard points out—"a man’s memory is
what he forgets with”. What is called “personaslity”
is only another word for that resultant self in which
many impressions and experiences have been absorb-
ed and allowed to sink into the deeper layer of con-
sciousness, and made to undergo an alchemic change
-——from which deeps they could be brought back, at
need, shining, as “the sand-grain comes from the
oyster a pearl,” to use the author’s image. The ori-
ginality and freshness of illustratjon and the ever-
present felicity of metaphor and phrase, whereby Mr.
Shepard refracts abstract ideas, transmuting them into
the rainbow-coloured web of literature, constitute the
enduring charm of this first eseay as well as of those
that follow.

Mr. Shepard has had an ideal equipment for the
métier of essayist. In that walking-tour of 250 miles
he performed by himself and similar achievements,
there are at least a dozen supertramps, now euriching
literature with their pens, who could challenge from
him the pedestrian’s laurel. ¥For literary loafing,
thank Heaven, no age—not even the Elizabethan—
can beat ours! Bui Mr. Shepard is not less tireless
o wanderer on the highways'and byways of letters;
» hibernang among the tomes of the British Museum,
—if one may indulge in an Irish bull. Besides we
are told that he was an organist at a number of
churches, and professor uf English at several Ameri-
can universities. Furthermore, he has wisdom,
without ifs stolid gravity, rendered vivacious by a
lambent humour ocoasionally edged with irony but
slways allied to reflection ; while his learning never
carries a pair of scissors to clip the wings of fancy.
And so hetalks to us like an all but inspired tatler
on his pet cat, on dolls, hobby-horses, toys, on episto~
lary art and ethies, the trials of a Jecturer, on margi
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internacional gatherings is, we guess, supposed to
consist only in toeing the line. Sir Mahamed also
hinted at some formidable reservations in segard to
disarmement by India, in view of her extensive
[vontiers. Woe are afraid he has here let himself in
for severe criticism, but we shall forbear till we have
a Puller report of his speech.

”» *

Mr, Sarda's Marriage Biil

THE Marriage Bill sponsored by Mr. Harbilas
“Sarda ha< come up for consideration in the Assembly
as reported on by the Select Committee. One signifi-
cant feature of the discussion on the Bill has been the
wholehearted und unstinted support given tothe Bill
by the Government. Sir James Crerar spesking on
their behall explained that Government experienced
no qualms of counscience now that the Bill was
<upporied by the Age of Consent Commitiee which
had a “high measure of legel, administrative and
medieal qualificacions which were most essential for
e conrideration of this question” He admiited
inat there existed a grave and corroding evil clamour-
ing for remedy and said that Governmeni were con-
vineed that the measure was a firse step in the direc-
tion of secking a practical remedy; nos only that, he
sppealed to the great mejority of the House to suppori
e messure. 16 Is 2n immense reliel to find that Dr.
Hyder from U.P. and Mian Shabh Nowaz supported the
13il) uareservedly and the former strongly ecriticized
the views of the Muslims who wanted to exelude them-
« lves From the operation of the Bill.  As for Sind Mr.
Price suid thao there was not one spot which wae
againee che Bidl.  As exnected, Mr. Jayakar's was the
sironpest advoescey of thie Bill. He said that even at
the end of three vears there would he no reconcilia-
tion with ihe views of the orthodox puriy and hence
urged the immediate consideration of the Bill. He
protested ngainst quoting texts which belonged to an
age and scheme of life, the spirit of which had died
long ago. It is surprising thet Mr. Acharya, the
rednubiable champion of orthodoxy, should still be
obeiructing the Bill on the flimsy ground of collect-
ing more facis and the technical ground thai there
has not heen enough timeto study the report of the Age
of Consent Committee. 1% is equally astounding to find
ATr. Amsrnath Duli denouncing the report bscause it
emanated from a foreign government; perversity could
hardly go further. Even Pandit Melaviya raised the
ery that too deeply cherished religious notions were
involved in the matier and said thot Government.
~hould have nothing to do with the Bill. all this dis-
play of opposition to reavon is very pathetic =and
shows that there is all the greater nzed for che supportars
of the Bill to bestir thomselves aud organize all the
forces in favour of the much-needed reform. The plea
for delay in considering the Bill is absolutely fatuous
and is perhaps intended only to postpone what the
orthodox regard as the evil day. The large volume of
opinion in favour of the Bill as expressed through
meetings, conferences, associations of women and
statements submitted to the JoshiCommiiiee is unmis-
tukable and ought to silence anybody who thinks
¢hat the Bill has no popular support behind it. It is
the clear duty of all the members of the Assemhly
who have the interests of social reform at heart to
mustor strong and see that the Bill which has already
been delayed too long is placed on the statute-book

24 * k3

The Shafi Section of the Muslim Conference.

ALL nalionalists and in particnlar Muslim
nationalists will certainly deprecate the way in
which the All-India Muslim Confersnce which has
torn itself away from the main body of Muslims is
carrying on its sectional activities so as to sow dis-
nnion in the ranks of politioal workers. Reocently

the Executive Board of the Conference, under {he
presidency of Sir Mshomad Shafi passed = rese-
lution calling on Indian Muslims {o ahstein from
participating in the Congress session.  The reasons
given however are hardly such ss would appes! to
fair and impartial observers: it ir asserted that the
Congress has succiunbed fo the influence of the Hindua
Sabha and has adopted the Constitution emhodied in
the Nehru Report which is almost identical with that
advocated by the Hindu Sabhs st Jubbuipore and
clsewhere. In the first place it is not true that the
Hindus dominate the Congress to such an extent as
to make the latter a replica of the Hindu Sabha ; in
the second place the Nehru Report must be judged on
its merits and not by the fact that many of it conclu-
sions happen {0 be identical with those arrived at by
the Hindu Sabha. The agreement simply shows that
many of the Hindus are prepared to back the consbi-
tution adopted in the Report and to go as far as the
Report in the matier of concessions to the Muslim
minority and if any alterations are made by an All-
Pearties Conference after joint deliberation there is
every likelihood of the Hindu Sabhs accepting them
in order to arrive at a united demand and further
safeguard the Muslim interests. In any case to ecall
the Congress a gathering of the Hindu Sabha in
disguise is a travesty of facts The whole. trouble
ljes in the prejudice developed in the minds of the
members of the Muslim Conference agoinst the Nehru
Report which, to say the least, is unreasonahle. An-
other resolution recommends that deputations in
England should put forward ithe claims of Muslims
before the members of Cabinet and the British public
as well as members of Parliament. No one can have
any objection to the work of such deputations provi-
ded the demands are reasonable; but so far as we can
see they are erranged with the purpose of iniriguing
against the Nehru Constitution and perpetuating
communal electorates and pressing for an undue
share in councils and services.

The East African Indian Deputation.

BOMBAY has given a hearty welcome to the East
African Deputation and at a meeting held under the
auspices of several associations, sympathy and sup-
port on behalf of the whole of Indis were assured {o it.
The Hon. Mr. Pandysa, leader of the Deputation, em-
phasized the predominant part played by Indians in
the development of East Africa as well as in civiliz-
ing its inhabitants. Under no circumstances, he said,
were - Indians prepared to accepts second class
citizenship based on communal franchise; the latter
meant the predominance of the White minority. He
expressed the hope thatthe promise given by prominent
members of the Labour Party to support the civili-
zation franchise based on eguality would now be
carried out. Remarking on the halting character of
the Hilion-Young. Commission’s recommendation of
s common roll, he said that one of the conditions
wes that it should be introduced only with the con-
sont of the Europeans; and he declared that it was
impossible to fulil this provision since the Europeans
did not welcome a policy of moderdation towards the
Indians and the Natives which would result from
such an arrangement. Mr. Pandya elso referred to
the diserimination sgainst Indians in the matéer of
education, medical relief and higher administrative
posts ; in fact there was hardly sny provision for the
medical relief of Indians. In conclusion he cppealed
to the Press and the public in India to take up the
cause of the Indians abroad. The Resolution moved
by Mrs. Naidu and unanimously carried declared its
cordial sympathy with the demand of Indians in East
Africa for & common electoral roll. Mr. K. Nata-
rajan was right when, speaking in support of the Raso~
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lution, he declared that all the people in India as well
as the Government of India were in agreement on
the questioneof the disabilities and aspirations of
Tadisns in East Africa. The present position of the
question is that the Kuropeans with the consent of
Sir Samuel Wilson are frying to turn down the
recommendation of the Hilton-Young Commission
in favour of & common roll. Much therefora depends
onthe way in which the deputation to England pre-
sents its case and lays bare the weak points of the
case of their opponents. The Labour Government is
expected to  take a more reasonable view of the
Indian claims than the Tory Government bid fair to
do and it is to be hoped ihat the Government of Indis
will back the Indians in East Africa in respect
of whatever claima they consider to be reason-
sbie instead of keeping s discreet silence. We tho-
roughly endorse the statement made by Mr, Meyer
Nissim. the Chairman of the mesting, that the treat-
ment of our countrymen in Esst Africa will be the
acid tert of the position of India in the Empire,
-3 % *

Reassuring the Europeans.

IN a recent address to the Madras branch of the
European Association Mr, A. Rangaswami Iyengar
has made a successful attempt to entist the sympathy
of Europeans for Indian natjonalism and disabuse
their minds of the idea that in the new dispensation
their rights would be ruthlessly confiscated by
Ind_mna. Recounting the history of the economic
policy of the Congress, Mr, Iyengar showed how
leaders like Dadabhai, Gokhale and others protested
against the sacrificing of Indian interests at the altar
of free trade and placing its finances at the the mercy
of doctrinaires in England and how in 1906 Dadabhai
gave the country the gospel of ‘Swadeshi and Swaraj'
as the twin objectives of the Congress, Coming to
the Nehru Scheme, he said that it contemplated the
ﬁ'aedom_ of India from foreign domination in the
economic and industrial sphere; unless therefore the

British and other Europeans consent to become |

citizeus of India they can only have the same status
8s non-nationals in other Dominjons. Mr, Iyengar
quoted from the report of the Joint Committee to
indicate how there has been a change since the great
war from the polioy of Government dictating
Il}dm‘s fiscal policy from Whitehall in the direction
of the Congress polioy and fiscal autonomy has been
recognized as one of the basic faots of the new
constitution ifaugurated in 1919. The Indisn Steel
protection act was the first clear recognition of the
new policy and since then several steps have been
taken to prove the national character of the Indian
economic policy; Mr. Iyengar claims for the future
Swaraj government therefore the right to continue the
same policy whioh has been sa far accepted by
Government as well as by Europeans. He admitted
howpver thaj: the just olaims of foreign capital and the
foreign services must be respected snd in his opinion
siuple assurances in this matter are contained in the
Nehru Report. Referring to the safeguards proposed
by the European Association for the protection of
their ﬂnanclpl and commercial interests and examin-
ing them in the light of the standpoint of the
(?un'gress, Mr, Iyengar said that he would rather
liquidate the whole liability of the foreigner than
ounsent to incorporate statutory guarantees for |
preventing discriminatory legislation in respect of '
taxation, trade and industry. He thinks however

that such guarantees are unnecessery since there can

be no repudiation on the part of any fubure govern-

ment which will succeed the present ome. As for

‘ reflects no diseredit on the Political Agent.

clsins made on tly ground of the Europeans being
; omre ity they could easily be settied, |
he said, at £~ .3 conferences. - !

Articles.,

UNDERWRITING ABUSE?

E have been waiting for months to see what
W action either H. H. the Moharajs of Patipla
or H. E. the Viceroy takes on a petition sign-

ed by ten prominent subjects of Patiala Siate
making allegations of ®a most staggering character
against the present Maharaja. The petition has been
published in responsible fewspapers and circulated
broasdcast by no less reputable an organisation than
the Indian States People’s Conferénce, with which are
associated such honoured nameg as Dewan Bahadur
M. Ramachandra Rao and My, C. Y. Chintamani. If
it were not for the fact that the petition has received
such influential backing it would be trested as
ufterly incredible, so sgtounding are the charges
made. Even now we frankly confess we find it
difficalt, if not impossible, to believe that even an
appreciable fraction of them could have any relstion
to facts. But the indictment is so cir¢umestantial and
withal so heavy that it is impossible to ignore it. But
both the Viceroy and the Maharaji seem fo be ignoring
it. We have not yet heard of the Maharaja proceeding
against the petitioners in his Courts or urging the
Viceroy to set the Princes’ Protection Act in motion
against the publishers of the petition. On

the contrary the latter are inciting the Viceroy to

take drastio action against themselves ( if on inquiry
they are found guilty of libelling an innocent
Prince ). Isthe Viceroy going to sit quiet under
such provoeation ? :

While thoughis like these were running in our
mind, the news comes that the Akalf has published in
its issue of the 7th inst. the facsimile of a letier from
the Political Agent of the Phulkian States purport-
ing “to inform Sardar Amar Singh onoce agsain that
if he is not prepared to accept Rs. 20,000 and to
withdraw all elaims over his wife no further action
will be taken on any petitions that he may in future
submit on the subject.” It is perhaps possible that
the letter is capable of a construction which
if
so, the Government of India will, we trust, prompt-
ly publish facts to convince the public that the
Political Agent's letter was quite innocuous. For it
does bear an exiremely ugly look. Or perhaps the
letter is & fabrication. In thai case this fact muct
be made widely known. The petition by ten
citizens of Patiala to which we referred in the first
paragraph recites fumerous cases of alleged abdue-
tion and forcible restraint of women followed by an
offer of bribes to their husbands or fathers with a view
to buying off claims for their persons. The letter nov-
published bears too close a resemblance to the cases
mentioned therein for the public fo desist from draw-
ing the inference, unless facts negativing such an in-
ference are published, that it relates to a similar un.
savoury a fiair. This letter now assigns to the Gov-
ernment of ¢India:quite & mew réle. It is not for them
now to call upon the Maharaia of Patiala fo clearbis
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choice of a life-companion : namely, (1) Deliberation,
(2) Completion. and (3) Muiuality. Completion of
one’s ownypersonality by that of another should be
sought in such o choice. The problems of persona-
lity and mutuality arve generally left for the fate o
settle and the result of such o stop s vsually seen in
<o many unhappy homes.

. The problems of family limitation on the one
hand and those of augo-erorism o the other have
been dealt with in this volume to make it as compre-
hensive as possible. -

The appendices include o discus=ion on the sex
education of the voung and o practical method of
achieving it. *

The book is issued by the Siudent Christian
Movement and ¢nn be had in India of the Associa-
tion Press, Caleutta. which i= its Agent in India.

R. A. RAIREAR.

INDIAN PRACTICAL BANKING. By O. S. KRI-
SHNAMOORTHY. { Tarvuvorevala, ) 1929, 22c¢m,
137p. Re 2.

THE object of this buok i to promoie knowledge of

banking even among laymen who ought to know

inore of che praccical working of o joint stuck bank if
they are to take a keen interest in guestionz relating
to the developmeni of Indian banking. The student of
cconomics also will find the book helpful in making

Tim see the proper beaving of banking pracltice on the

theories he is taught in general books, Mr. Krishna-

moorthy shows in o comporative table how backward

Tudin i= in the matter of banking. The eapital and

reserve in India iz nearly Re 25 crores ax compared

to Re. 77 eroves in Ausbralia and Rs. 234 grores in
the United Kingdom : India has 500 banking offices
against 9500 in UK. and 30,000 in TU.S.A. The cheque
habit iz poorly developed and there is very litile in-
clination in Indin to invest in banks ; the proper re-
medy in his opinion i= te eduenie the public. A full
accoung i givell in the book of bhankers' advances,
one ol che most imporoang sciivities of a joint stock
bauk, including the discounting of hundis. The
anthor recommends  the formation  of Invesiment
Trusts to encourage middle class invesiors {v invest
their suvings in =afe securicie=; we fhink such frusis
will go a long way iv cure the nervousness of
ignorant investors who at present ave morfally afraid
of shares.  The author has given excellent hints for
congiruing the balance sheer of a bank from {he
cuctomer’s point of view. Mr. Krishnamoorthy believes
thai there is o good finaneial fugure for Indis if only
the nacessary develupmeni of banking and credit

Tacilities is secured; and he has unbounded optimism.

He 1= bexides very keen on chie establishment of a

Ceniral Banlk in India which will assisi apgriculiure.

com eree and indusiry., We ore confident that his

ook will sprocd his own enthusiasm among the
publiv ot Tovge, 1T fhey will only read it

G.

—

THE MADURA SAURASHTRA COMMUNITY.
By X.R. R. SASTRY. {Mysore Economic Jour-
nal, Bangalore Citw. } 1927, 16cm. Tip.

THIS -« decailed econcmic study of a very impor-

tant coraonity in South India which migrated from

Kaothinwur three centuries ago. 437, of the commu-

nity have settled in the town of Madwa, The Sau-

rashtra~ of Madura are munaging several spinning
mills; while in weaving and lace-making they sare
anrivulled ; much inventive capacity has also been
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displayed by them.in the discovery of colours.-~The
community possesses a strong esprit de corps and has
succeeded in organizing a co-operative sociely, the
Saurashtra Sabha which aimsto promote the moral,
social and intellectual advancement of the people and
a weekly paper; thus very few according to Mr.
Sastry, they constitute one of the well-organized
casves in South India. In spite of this the community
is sadly deficient in higher education and impervious 4
to cultural appeals. A thorough research hasbeen made
by him of the Iabour conditions of this conmumunity ;
what strikes one ix the poor wages of female workers,
which are Rs. 8 a month in silk weaving : Rs. 17 in
mills and Re. 15 to 20 in dyeing. An iuteresting
list of family budgets is given which shows that
except in the case of dye-workers the average expense
of a whole family is Rs. 32. Regarding those persouns
who pay income-tax as the rich and middle class, the
statistics show that only 16 per eent. of the persons
can be saidto aloung to this class. Among the evils
affecting the community Mr. Sastri mentions the drink
evil and early maternity and he says thal the enormity
of the former is still not sufficientiy realized by even
the enlightened members of the community. He re-
commends therefore a more vigorous temperance
work by the communal organizations. The booklet is
an excellent specimen of an intensive study of indus-
trial andsocial conditions of a community and throws
a flood of light on the good points as well as the
wesk spols of communal organizasion.

G,
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