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Congress Presidentship.

A VERY large majority of the Provinoial Congress.

Committees having voted for Mahatma Gandhi as
President of the Lahore Congress, the Recaption

Commiitee hae ratified the election; and wunless

Mahatma Qandhi himself declines the office on the
ground of health or for some other reason, he will
preeide over the next session of the Congress. which
will be perhaps the most momentous in its long his-
tory. Wae ourselves went somewhat out of our way
to recommend Mabatmaji's name, and we are
therefore extremely glad that it has been adopted.
We pressed for hig slection for two reasons, First the
country might be called upon next year to negotiate
with the Qovernment in power on the question of
golf-government. At such time the oldest and the
largest political organization of the country must
have for its official spokeaman one whocan carry the
whole body with him. Secondly, if, instoad of
taking part in sach negotiations, the Congress finds
ik necessary to resort to mass aotion, it should be
guided by the person on whom the country ultimate.
ly relies for supplyiog the driving power. If
Mahatma Gandhi is to carry on the no-tax cam-
paign, he should be allowed to choose the ooocasion
and the instrument. These should mnot be forced
upon him,

But the greatest need of the hour ia to bring
about a rapproachement between the two great commu-
pities: Hindusand Moslema. As the leaflet issued
by the Scoretary of the All Parties Conference and
Convention says, the

Nehru Report has already !

“broken the back of the eommunal problem by ir -
portant and far-reaching agreements on fundament
rightz of citizenship, universal hdult suffrage. ar
abolition of ecommunal electorates. The matte*«
that still remain unadjusted are more or less matters
of detail” but these matters of detail have to be set-
tled, and no one is more fitted to undertake their ad-
justment than Mahatma Gandhi. He has alread_-
in an unofficial eapacity commenced to have con-
versationa with Mr. Jinnah on the subject, and
though the Hindu Mahasabha leaders and particu-
larly Mr. Kelkar have already raised the alarm we
feol sure that M essra, Gandhi and Jinnah will not
ba deterred by it from carrying the conversation to
a fruitful conelusion. There is-nro doubt that
before any formal conference between the representa-
tives of .the two o¢>mmunities oan be held
with any hope of success informal conferences such’
aa are taking placa between two leaders must pave
the way toit. We earnestly hope that thé conversa-
tions will ba resumed early and be pursued till .a
settlement is reached, Mahatma Gandhi himself
suggested jocularly gsome time ago that unity eould
be brought about only by locking uprepeesentatives of
different communities and keaping them confined till
they arrived at an agreement. We have half a mind
to subject these two distinguished conferees to that
process till they bring about reconciliation. The
differences aa they revealed themsselves at the All
Partiea Convention are after allso alight that the two
leaders will not need to be imprisoned forlong. There
will of course some Mahasabhites and Muslim
Loaguers to challenge the decision, but the country
will scon rally behind Messrs. (Gandbi and Jinnah
and the extreme communalists may well be left to do
their worst.

* * *

Lord Peel o0n Indian Constitutional Changes.

IN a contribution to the Sunday Ttmes Lord Peel
dirousses various constitutional questions that have
arisen in view of the impending decision of the Sta-
tutory Commiggion. - Liord Peel deplores the periodi-
cal examination by a Commission since it concen-
trates attention too much on political problems to the
exclusion of economic and administrative problems,
Perhaps this may be true but it is not true
that in the absenoce of such an examination the atten-
tion of Indians would be diverted from politica. Lord
Peal is annoyed to ses that every constitution-mon-
ger in the country is stimulated to show his mettle
against the orthodoxy of the Commission, but for this
he has to thank Lord Birkenhead's famona challenge
to produce a oonstitution. If Lord Peel believes that
some accurate and less histrionic method might be
adopted for examining the Indian machine, it is_for
him to suggest one. He praises the India Council as
the guardian and protector of Indian finance which
keeps au eye on the charges falting on the Indian
taxpayer and puts in a plea for its continuation but he
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-ought to remember that in the naw constitution, how-
ever truncated it may be, the guardianship will pass
on to the representatives of the people who will dis-
charge it better than the India Office. Lord Peel says
that if the members of the India Council who have
passed thirty or forty years in Indian services chose
to study the changes from day to day they will be
qualified to give useful advice ; but judging from
experience it eppears as if they do not choose to do
go and are invariably found to endorse obscuraptist
opinions and antiquated shibboleths.
* * *

The Indian Stores Department.

THE examination of Col. Kirkhope, Chief Con-
troller of Stores by the Public = ccounts Committee
has rovealed a marked apathy shown by the Govern-
ment towards the Stores Depurtment. He admitted
that the Department was working at a loss because
the Government were not placing an sndequate num-
ber of orders through it and because the Railways
and the Military departinent were looking upon the
Department with some suspicion, Col, Kirkhope said
that if only the Railways made half of their
purchases through his department and if the Military
could also increase their orders slightly, it would be
working withouta loss. As for the slow progress of
the Military department in paironizing the depart-
ment he attributed it to vested interests, So it is the
same old tale again! On the question of assisting
Indian industries, he referred to first class engineer-
ing work in several workshops for which the depart-
ment was responsible through its orders: he also
* said that the department had done its best io patro-
nize the textile industry. Col. Kirkhope pointed cut
cases in which orders which had besn placed abroad
had been diverted to India by the department in
order to assist Indian industries; the department
certainly deserves praise for thus being true to its
promise, The Public Accounts Committee finally
expressed its opinion that steps should be taken to
see that training facilities in mechanical engineer-
ing were available for Indians so that they could be
recruited in larger numbers for the departments.
In view of the good work which the department is
carrying out, it is deplorable that the State in India
does not make full use of it for supporting Indian
products. The fact is that the Government of India
has not yet become truly national in outlook ; other-
wise it would have shown the greatest alacrity in
favouring a department formed with the principal
object of giving & stimulus to irdigenous artioles.
The enquiry shows that there is no co-ordination
between the saveral departments with regard to =
common policy of stores purchase, It is the duty of
the Government to issue necessery instruotions to
the sevaral departments, so that they may not thwart
the original purpose for which the Stores Department
wus ¢rooted,

* +* *

A Retrospect by Mr. Sachchidanand Sinha.

IN an article in the July number of the
Hindustan Review My, Saohchidanand Sinha who
has revived the monthly series of that review takes a
very interesting retrospeot of the last thirty years.
In 1900 he tells us there was not & single Indo-Eng-
lish periodical except the Advocate of Lucknow, and
hence his Review was welcomed as an organ of
Indisn public opinion as then voiced by the Congress.
It is interesting to note that Mr, Sinha's Review was
the only monthiy whioch received an invitation to
Lord Curzon's Delhi Durbar along with'other journals,
showing the high position it ocoupied as an expo-
pent of progressive Indian opinion, Recaliing some
of the incidents of the last quarter of a century, he

says that in 1900 the whole of India was represent.
ed in the Imperial Council by only four members,
who were technioally the nominees of the Governor-
General. Responsible government was beyond the
mental horizon of even the moat advanced politicians
of that time. ‘Swaraj’ was taken by the Exaecutive
to be synonymous with sedition; what strange tricks
the whirliglg of time plays in ita career! In the
Councils of those days the members had to keep
on repeating “my Lord"”, ‘“Your Excellency' since
by failing to do so they would inour the displeasure
of the head of the Government who was the Pre-
sident ex-officic. It was a common thing, he
gays, for the Viceroy to thump the table violently
when giving point to the manusoript eloquence; but
the non-official membar was supposed to address the
Sovereign's representative with bated breath and in
downright whispering humbieness. Lord Curzon,
Mr. Sinha tells us, not unoften attempted to hector
and even to bully his non.official colleagues into
submission. This of ocourse led to scenes whena
member was not inclined to take it lying low and
Mr, Sinha Bays that he was present at one of thess
memorable soenes betwsen Lord Curzon and Mr,
Gokhals during the debate on the Universities Bill,
Instead of the demoralizing atmosphere of those days
we have now our representatives warking ou equal
terms with the members of Government under the
guidanoce of elected Presidents. The mere recalling
of these reminiscences will show, he says, the vast
and varied changes for the better which have come
over our public affairs since the inauguration of the
last Reforms.
* * *

Indian Women's University.

THE Annual Report of Professor Karve's
Indian Women's University for the year 1928-%9
shows steady progress. The number of collegiate
students hasrisen from 40 o 60; the number of students
in schools has inoressed by 210 and become 1360.
The grant given at present by the University to all
the schools affiliated to it amounts to Rs. 25,900, a
truly handsome amounts The Universify is very
anxious to achieve its ideal of hayiug at least one
affiliated high sohool in every distriot and for this
purpoge they ask the Government to render liberal
financial help. We hope theappeal going to be made
on behalf of the Kanyashalas in Poons and Bombay
will meet with s proper response by the Education
Department. The Report describes the haudicap to
the graduates of this University owing to the
ebsence of recognition by Government and some
means ought to be found to grant such recognition.
At the most the Government ean lay down certsain
conditions before recognition is granted but in any
case it is ungracious to refuse recogunition simply
booause the courses ofthe Indian Women's University
are different from those in the ordinary pattern,
The proper standard for assessing the value of the
degrees of this University is the amount of general
culture afforded. The debatable question whether
there is any justfication for separate courses from
those of men in order to answerto the distinctive
needs of women -ought not to come in the way of
such a recognition. We back wholoheartedly the
appeal made by the Registrar on behalf of the
University to the publio for rendering assistance to
this nation-building institution in all possible
ways. The list of the elected Fellows indicates that
some of the best talent in the province is requisitioned
in the management of the University and the names
are a sufficient guarantee for efficient management
and for & proper oonsideration -of all the problems
presented on their merits.

* *

*
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REPORT OF THE PHYSICAL TRAINING

‘ COMMITTEE.

HE Report of the Committes appointed. by the
Bombay Government to inquire into the ques-
tion of physiesal training of pupils in -primary

and secondary schools has just been published. Hard-
iy any one will disagree with the propositions from
which the Committee starts thut education exists
for a child and not'the child for education mnd that
education must be an orgsnio whole, The Com-
mitiee considers physical edueation: in the following
flve aspeots : hygiene, medioal inspsotion; remedial
measures, physical training, and propagands. With
regard to hygiene, the Committee attach great impor-
tanoce to the programme of sechool work as affecting
the{health of the pupil, and they declare that medical
inspeotion is- an unavoidable necessity. The ree«
ponsibility of physioal education in the first’ and
last instance mupt rest, in their opinion, on teachers,
It is very necessary to emphasize this in view of the
apathy of the major portion of teschers towards this
part of their duty but wa doubt whether their sug-
gostions for physioal eduocation courses for teachers
will be practioable from the financial point of view:
The Committee rightly eomplain that eduoestional
authorities do not insist on a proper playground or
gymnasium being attached to schools and recommend
that the State and the Looal. Boarde should assist
sochoole in aoquiring plots for a yplayground. Refer
ting to the experiment of compulsory physical train.
ing for college students in Poona, the Committee note
that the interesting - part-of the' experiment is that
gymnastics, games, and drill have been co-ordinated,
and a touch of military training has been given with'
a viewto creste interest. The next step ought to be'
the introduction of & similar system in the secondary
sohools; The Committes say that as & result of their
survey of the schools they have come tc the opinion
that there is no compulsion worth the name and that
most of the teachers have not come to regard physical
education na an integral part of education. If thin is
go the’ Department ought to wake up and ‘do’ somes
thing to- stimulate: this.branch: of education: The
ssme apathy ip obgerable in ' primary sohools’ which
as a rule have not given :any attention -to- physical
training of its.pupils.: We:are glad -to' note- in the
report of the Hduocational Inspeotor -of ‘the: Northern
Division whioh 18 quotsd that instructions have been
ieaued to bead-masbers and Deputy Eduoational Ins.
peotors to rurtail the: length -of their: old-time-long
periods and thus find time: for physieal exercises, in:
which all pupils and teachers are madeto joins THe-
paucity of public efforte made for providing physieal
educabion is shown by the faot that in-thé whole prov
vince there are hardly & dozen ‘large institutions of
such a desoripkion ; those en Waestern lines are majuly
rostricted to the City of Bombay: and Karachi,: In'|
this sonneotion the Committes - bestow -well-deserved
praise on the Y.M.C.A, which has maintained a -
physical department.-

The Committea opines that a- far-reaching aim
like an exhaustive system of physical education can:
only be successfully achieved by the State which has:
behind it mil the. indispemsable resources, They
even go so far astosay that an aotivity which would
ensure the physical well-being of its subjects ought to-
be .a. first: charge on the ressurces of the State.
They do-not agree with those who desire to hand over
physical-education to- private ageneiespartly aided
by . Government grants gince: they fesl ecertain
that such sgencies would not accept the department-
al control which such s system would involve. The
Committes recommends a- Department. of Physical
Education under the control of a Director of Physical
Education. who would be under the gnidance of the
Director of Public Instruction. -In addition a Cen-
tral Board of Physical Education is proposed, the
function of the Board being. to advise the Minister
of Education as to general polioy, to prepare litera«
ture and to frame rules for school programmes, medi-
cel examination and other activities connected with
with physical education. In each school one teacher
is to be placed in charge of physieal fraining, possess-
ing a diploma to be awarded by the Department;
the suggestion however that every teacher should be
compelled to acquire such a diploma at the. earliest:
opportunity appears to be too drastio. Much ought
to be left to common sense in these matters and it is
no use making a fetish of solentific organization -
and its paraphérnalia. It is further proposed that
Government should arrange for the services of the
Medical Depsartment in order to sfford assistance for
curing physical defects; and clinics - for school-
children in hospitals are suggested where they should
receive free treatment. Cne good suggestion is that
grants should be- given- and old grants continued to
schools only in the event of their fulfilling the re-
girements of the Department aboub physical educa~
tion.. The Report embodies excellent suggestions
for school programes of phyaiocal training.:

Reviewing the efforts of the Government to train
teachers for giving instructions- to girls in schoolss
the Committee say that not much good would have
resulted from the training given ' at*the Young
‘Women's: Christain - Assoviation sincer & Eurcpean -
Direotress conld not adapt hersclf $o the -requirement
of physioal training in its relation: to Indiaf gixls.
They think however that the: courses‘ of instruction
given by Migs Motiwala have proved to be of ‘great”
value. On the whole the existing oonditions in the
matter of the physioa]l edncation of girls is extreme-
ly disappointing in the opinion of the ‘Committes,
They do not believe that. Weastern systerns are suited
to the genius of Indian women apart from the objeos
tion that$hey are tao ecostly. They recommend there- .
fare Indian exercises and games and euggest that an
Indian Directress - should: be appointad having the
salary and status of the Ingpector of a division; they
think it.neosssary that the Government should
acquire:a - playground: for such of the eecondary
sohoals {or girls as eannot afford one:

It is good that the Committee have recommended
stages through which the whole scheme isfobe’
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comploted since the total cost to (overnment
slone is nearly Rs. b lakhs. The first stage will
seours g fairly working machinery and will cost
only one-tenth of the total cost. The Committee
have throughout proceeded on the assumption that the
principle of compulsion will be universally agresd
to. That may be so; yetthey should have made

some attempt to answer the objections of those who
demur to the element of compulsion either on speou-
Iative grounds or those of consoience. The Report
doos not stipulate for the minimum period within
which the Government should give full effect to the
scheme in all the schools of the province and leaves
the point to their discretion,

THE REPARATIONS CONFERENCE.

NERGETIC and heated discussions are going no
at the Hague as to the Reparations Settlement
plan evolved by the Committee of Experts, over

which My, Owen Young presided. This was in-
evitable in view of the fact that the Committee
consisted of financial experts who were avowedly
independent of their respective Governments and not
bound by instructions. It was therefore agreed be-
fore the Committee was constituted that the advice
which the Committee might tender should not be
held binding upon the Governments. In these
circumstances it was hardly to be expeoted that the
Young Report would be automatically adopted by
the Powers assembled at the Hague Conference,
Moreover, the Committee was asked fto fix the ulti-
mate total of reparations and a term of years to the
annuities, but the Committee went beyond its terms
of reference and varied the distribution, of these
reparations. The share of England has been ve-
duced considerably and that of Hrance and Italy
correspondingly inoreased, which has naturally
evoked indignant protests from England. England
does mnot object to the reduction of Germany’s
teparation obligations. This reduction she wel-
comes and indeed she knows that the repara-
tionr will later have to be reduced still further. For
it is hardly possible that Germany will be able to go
on paying year after year the sums demeanded of her,
though these sums are now very much less than
formerly ( the average annuity will for the next
37 years Le about £100 millions whereas under
the Dawes plan the standard annuity was £125
millions ).

Germany in fact has not paid one cent of
net repsrations, for all her payments have been
made out of borrowing from the U. 8., to whom all
the reparations received by the Allies return in
repayment of the debts they owe to it. Thus, the
Allies are merely conduit pipes, the ultimate giver
and receiver being the U, 8. The easiest method of
solving this question would in these circumstances
have obviously been for the U. S, to relinguish her
debt to the Allies who would then have been able to
forego their claims on Germany. It wasthus in the
bands of the U. S. to wipe the slate clean. Mr.
Lloyd George told the Commons that he had made
guch a proposal to President Wilson, “We offered
to abandon,” he said, “our olaim to every penuny of
German reparations provided Amsarioa was pre-
pared to abandon her claim against us.” But through-
out these discussionsthe U, 8. was never willing to
admit that the reparations debt had sny connection
with tho Allied war debts, Thus this solution proved

impracticable, and it was found necessary to soal
down the reparations, and it may be found inevit-
able to scale them down still further in the future.

England's objection is thus directed not against
the reduction of the anuities payable by Germany,
but against the alteration in the allocations to the
creditor Powers, England was entitled under the
Dawes Plan to nearly 237 of the annuity, or about
£28,500,000 s year. Under the Young Plan she will
get much less, both absolutely and proportionately-
From 1st September 1929 to 31st March 1930
Germany is to pay £37 millions and theresfter 36
annuities starting at £85 millions and rising to £120
millions, The average of these varying annuities
worke out at £99,500.000; of this amcunt the payment
of £33 millions is an unconditional obligation not
to be remitted in any circumstances, Germany must
pay this in foreign currencies and transfer it across
her borders, whatever be the internal trade condi-
tions. The remainder of the annuities are subject in
case of economie crisis to postponement of transfer
or e en of collection for two years. The difference
between the postponsble’ and non-postponsble por-
tions of the annuities is, as was explained by Mr.
Snowden, like the difference between the ordinary
ghares of a not very sound concern and first-class
gecurities, In the non-postponable part of the an-
nuties Engiand has praciically no share. Out of
the £33 millions derived from this source £25 mil-
lions are allocated to France and £2 millions to
Itly. The next charge on this amount is that of the

. payment towards the service of the Dawes External
i Loan of 1924, which is £3 millions.

‘This leaves
almost nothing to the share of England by way of a
guaranteed payment,.

All the rest is conditional depending upon the
trade conditions of Germany. England can normal-
ly expect to receive her share only of this part of the
annuity, and this is now reduced under the Young
Plan by 2 per cent., which involves herina loss of
£2) millions, The major portion of what she loses,
or £1,840,000, goes to Italy, which explains why
Italy is the most unwilling to consider modifications
of the Young Plan, Assuming that the full annuities
gre paid and no difficulties of transfer arise, England
may expect to receive, after passing on their share
to the Dominions, & net amount of about £17%4
millions, She is due to receive annually £1214
millions from France and £4 millions from Italy,
or £1614 millions from her former allies. Thus il
all goes well, she will be in receipt, from repara-
tions snd repayments by European debtors, of £34
millions, which will be just enough to meet her
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snoual debt payments to the United States. These
payments will rise in 1940 fo £37 millions,

and the iccreases in future years in the amcunts |

to be paid to America will be met by larger receipis
from the debtor counfries of Great Britain. Thuas in
1930-31, the total amount England should receive
rises from £17,500,000 to £17,700,000, - in 1931-32 to
£17,150,000, and in 1932-33 to £18,250,000, at which

figure it remaine until 1967, Anybhow England in |

the best of circumstances will receive amounts bare-
1y covering her out-payments, while the other Pow-
ors will recoive a purplus. In the case of France the
surplus will be as much as £21 annuslly on an ave-
rage. Nor has any account been taken of the fact
that Great Britain has already paid tothe U.8,A.
approximately £200 millions since the coming into
force in 1923 of the Debt Funding agreement with
that country.

This arrangement ia obviously unjust to Great
Britain and must be radically changed. The modi-
fication offered by the Powera is, as Mr. Snowden
obgerves, "ridiculously inadequate’’ and nob worthy
of consideration. 'We are sure that the Expert Com-
mittes, to whose appointment Mr, Snowden has agreed,
will readjust the proportions to the satisfaction of
Great Britain. If worst comes to the worst, and if the
conference fails, what happens ? As Col. Wedgwood
remarked in the Honse of Commons on 26th July,
* The Dawes scheme goes on, and the connexion bet-
ween the payment of reparations and the oocupation
of the Rhineland ceases to be binding, There is
nothing to prevent this country evacuating the Rhi-
neland, although the Dawes soheme continues. The
evaocuntion of the Rhineland can go on whether the
Young Scheme for the distribution of reparations is
acocepted or not. ® To the evaouation of the Rhine-
land, however, England must make up her mind,
whatever France does. But it would be a great mis.
fortune if the conference fails, In every other res.
pect the Young Plan is an exoeedingly good plan
and it ought to sucoeed. The formation_ of the Bank
for International Settlement itgelf, which abolishes
all political controls within Germeany, is franght
with tremendous advantages, far transcending in im-
portanoe a mere machinery for solving the reparations
problem., The New Republic puts it very well: *It
will be {o the banking systoms of the world what
the Federal Reserve Banksare to the banking system
of the United Btetes, or the Banks of England or
France are to their banking struetures. Indeed it
may easily be more than this, It can mobilise re-
sorvup, provide an elastioity to international oredit,
act as & clearing hcuse for international payments
and thus obviate oostly shipmenis of gold, help to
stabilise the exchange value of currencies, and, in-
deed, suppert their internal valves, It can aid in
atabilizing world price levels and thus in flattening
out the business oycle. It can exeroise guidance over
international investments.” The International Bank
1a the pivotal feature of the Young Plan and it ought
to suoceed if only to preserve this feature. It can
¥yet succeed if France and partioularly Italy give up
thelr intransigent attitude,

OPIUM POLICY.

OVERNMENT’S Opium Policy needs speeding
 up, and this very necessary work is being
commendably done by a group of persons inter.
ested in oplum reform which includes Dr. H. H.
Mann, Mr. Shoran Bingha, Mr. Horace Alexander
and Mr. Tarini P. Sinha. Recently they asked for
information regarding tbe progress made by Govern-
ment In carrying ont its declared polioy and follow-
ing is the reply which they received from the

' India Office +—

“(1) Black 8pot Committees—WFive Provinoial

Governments agreed to appoint committess to en-
quire into the high consumption of opium in ocertain
areas and one other Local Government arranged to
make a similar enquiry, though not through ths
medium of s committes. Aocording to our informs.
tion, the number of enquiries so far completed is
four out of the six, Only one of the reports ( that for
Bengal, which you have already seen ) seems to
have been published, and I regret, therefore, that L
am not in s position to supply you with copies of
the others, The reason why no conclusions have
yeot been formad as a result of any of the enquiries
which have been completed is that it is the desire of
the Government of India to convene a conference
under their auspioces for the purpose of collating and
comparing the results obiained by the various local
investigations before the Loocal Governments econ-
oerned pass orders on their respective reports, & pro-
cedure which, as you would evidently agree, has
obvious advantages, The question of holding a con-
ference on these lines will be taken up when all the
reports have been received.

“{2) Malwa Opium,—The Committeo whioh was
appointed to examine the position in the Siastes has
submitted its report and the very ecomplioated and
delioate questions involved are under consideration.
You may be assured that the authorities are fully
alive to the desirability of getting u sntisfactory
solution of the problem as soon- as possible,

“(3) Burma—There hasbeen no recent develop.
ment of jmportance in the position in Burma. There
was a suggestion some years ago that the register of
Burmsn opium consumers might be reopened be-
oause of the amount of illicit consumption, but the
local authorities decided sgainst it. So far as we
are aware, there is no proposal under consideration
at present for reopening the olosed lists. Opium is,
however, now being supplied in certain unhealthy’
distriots to Burmans who are not on the register, but
are proved torequire it for medicinal purposes. As
you are aware, tha League of Nations has set up & Far
Eastern Opium Commission which will be wvisiting-
Burma next autumn as well as other Far Eagtern
torritories where opium smoking is still permitted.
The object of this Commission is to report on tke
di ficultier which are being encountered by the
various Governments in carrying out tha obligation
fo supprees the practice. The work of this Commis-
sion will be facilitated by the authorities in Burma
in every way and its report will be awaited with in-
mt. »
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Obviously the information supplied is very
unsatisfactory, for the Black Spot Committees were
appointed nearly two years ago to inquire into the
Black Spots or areas where consumption of opium
per head exceeded the index indicated by the League
of Nations, and some of the Committess had prepared
their reporte over a year ago, Things appear alm ost to
be at a standstill sinoe then, If the Government of
India is at all serious about holding a conference to
discuss the question it ought to expedite reports from
other Looal Governments and arrange to publish all
that have not yef been published. The Government
of India can possibly take cover behind the Looal
Governments in the matter of Black Spot Committees,
but it has no excuse for delay in regard fto the
Malwa Committee. Its report has been in the hands
of the Central Government for some manths, and yet
po action is contemplated in the mnear future. The
question may be complicated and delicate ; still
we think it is time that Government came to
some oonclusions on the subject. We are glad
that in Burma registers are not to be reopened
to consumers of opium and only hope that the
League's Commission will make a searching
inquiry into the matter and make satisfactory
suggestions for a solution. The Governments in
India must give up their policy of inaction and
take speedy measures of reform. )

THE FUTURE OF SAFEGUARDING. 5

INCE the amendment to the address in reply to
the King's Speech moved by Sir P. Cunliffe
Lister regarding the failure of the Ministers to

make a plain declaration of their policy about safe-
guarding and the McKenna duties, the question of
the safeguarding of British industries has sssumed
groat prominence. 1t is very likely that the Me-
Kenna duties will be swept off in the next British
budget and the policy of safeguarding will be re-
placed by the policy of free imports. Mr. Snowden
during the debate on the Address reminded the
protagonists of safeguarding that s warning had been
given by Labour members that if their party was
returned these duties would be repealed ; he further
. declared that the ocountry had given an emphatic
verdiot against protection at the recent general elec-
tion. At this time the appearance of a book* exposing
the defects in the armoury of the safeguarders is very
opportune ; the authors after examining the working
of safeguarding during the last few years prove con-
olusively that the duties have not been efficacious in
achieving the main purposes for which they were
intended. To begin with the principles of free trade
are restated in a clear form, emphasizing in parti-
oular the injury to the export trade by the inoreage
in the cost of produotion of produects which use
articles and materials made artificially dearer by
safeguerding. So far as the balanoe of trade is ocon-
cerned, the effect of the rastriotion of impotrs is shown
to be a restriction of the visible exports and in addi-
tion the earnings of shipping and other services in-

*Tha Lure of Safeguarding, By A.S, COMYNS CARR and D.
RowLAND Evans. (Allen and Unwin). 1929, 19¢m, 126p. 8/-.

"o ""’;v)f""’w

cluding banking commissions. The best indication
that Great Britain has fared well under Free Trade
is that in 1880 she was exporting mora per head than
the United States did in 1927. As a reply to the
dolorous theme of the ruin of British industries the
suthors point out that the export trade of Britain
grew from £291 millions in 1903 to £5256 millions
in 1913—the very period of the duration of Mr.
Chamberlain’s tariff reform campaign.

An admirable summary of the latest attempts
to introduce protection, the book makes clear to the
reader that the safeguarding duties were originally

imposed for the purpose of saving shipping space
and reducing the consumption of luxuries and
simply as a war measure and a pledge was given
by Mr. McKenna that they were temporary taxes
and would be abolished at its termination. 1In
spite of this pledge they were cintinued on the plea
that they were required for purposes of revenue and
that the period of the war finances was not yet over.
The Safeguarding of Industries Act, 1921, declared
that apart from key industries the objeot of the dutiea
was simply to safeguard against foreign industries
which benefittad by depreciation of currency and
which disposed of goods below the cost of production;
and the duties under this Act could only be imposed
against particular countries which answered to that
description. In spite of this and in spite of the
decisive rejection of the policy of general protection
during the election of 1923—a verdiot which Mr.
Baldwin sannounced repeatedly that he loyally
accepted—it was intended by the Tories to make the
duties general and even to introduce Iraperial
Preferonce under the auspices of the new
safoguarding scheme. Mr. Carr and Mr. Evans
remark pertinently on this that it would have been
more straightforward if such a declaration had been
made before the general election of 1923. Besides
the MoKenna duties which were meant only for
purposes of revenue have been latterly reimposed
for purely protective purposes: this is olear from
the fact that they have not been accompained by
countervailing excise duties. As for the bounty
paid to the manufacturer of sugar from home-grown
beet it is a clear violation of the elestion pledge.

After examining carefully the effects of the new
teriff the suthors arrive at the conclusion that the
safeguarding policy has had a deleterious effect
upont the export trade and the entrepot or re-export
trade; the re-export figures show a drop of 100 per
cent. in the safeguarded industries comparing 1928
with 1924, while the export figures revesal a reduc-
tion of 13.2 per cent. In view of this, the question
is asked why safeguarding is to be extended; the
answer in their opinion is that the pressure of the
protectionist bodies inside and outside Parliament
upon the Conservative Government has been very
great. The most important point mads by the
authors is that no change in the fiscal poiioy of the
country should be made except after a decision by
the eleotorate after the issue is frankly stated ata
general election; this seems to be unexceptionable
from the oconstitutional point of view and it is
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~quite correct to state that the Tory Government had
‘failed (o do so at the last elestion. If safegusrding
is to be applied without limit as Mr. Baldwin pro-
‘posed it will be hardly distinguishable from protec-
-tion, for which of eourse he had no mandate in the
-election of 1924,
With regard to the contention of the safe-
guarders that safeguarding duties are imposed
"by Parliament affer an industry has applied for
-it while under protecifon Government imposes
- duties without the industries applying for them the
authors have shown that it 1 untrue with regard to
-the procodure of several protectionist countries,
The proposed changes in the safeguarding proce-
dure have made it very easy for applicant industries
- to prove their oase for s duty; the condition that an
“industry should be of substantisl importance has

been abolished and the important condition that the.

foreign imports should be abnormal has given place
“$o the condition that the imports should Le a8 sub-
stantial proportion of the consumption of the country.
Ag to the most important of the reasons alleged for
the extension of safeguarding, viz., the reduction of
unemployment it is poiated out that over two-thirds
of the unemployed are in industries to which safe-
guarding cannot ba applisd under any conceivable
-oircumstances; besides botween June 1925 and Juns
1928 thera was ouly a reduction of 1-6 per cent. in
‘the number of unemployed in 'industries whioh were
safeguarded. One additional plea in favouar of free
trade urged is that the protectionist movement is in
flat defiance to the declaration of the International
Eoonomic Counferense which unanimously declared
in favour of the removal of tariff barriers for the
restoration of world trade. England by moving
‘away from Free Trade will in the opinion of the
-authors sow the seed of international frickion,

Aeviews.

PHILOSOPHY OF INTERNATIONALISM.

THE PROSPECTS OF DEMOJCRACY AND

OTHER ESSAYS. By ALFRED ZIMMERN.

( Chatto & Windus. ) 1929. 12s. 6d.
'PROFEISOR ALFRED Z(MMERN belongs to a group in
which Lord Caoil, Monsisur Henri de Jouvenal
Professor Gilbert Murray, and Sanor de Madaviags,
naturally fall. Nons of these is an official of the
League of Nations, striotly so oalled, although all
‘have played a sufficiently largs part in its making
and are in contaot with it to render their advoocacy
of it authoritative, Professor Zimmern's latest
work is made up of essays written at diferant periods
of time. Some of them go baok to days when the
League was yet only a proposition. Consequently
a few of the oonsiderations he raises have only a
historical value, That ocannot, howevar, be said of
the book as a whole. Each one of the names I have
-cited here may be associated with a special thesis.
Lord Cecil pleads for “psace first * in politics; Mon-
sieur de Jonveual stands for a full and honest
working out of the principle of “open ocovenants

openly arrived at”; Professor de Madariaga argues for
world-control as the basis for world peace ; and
Professor Gilbert Murray pleads for a broad notion
of public good in contrast to the rampant individu.
ality of our time. Likewise, Professor Zimmern has
his own ides. Democracy, he thinks, will prevail
without question and the task In hand is to invent
suitable institutions., In this preocoupation his
thought is not dissimilar to that of Mr, H, G, Wells,
according to whom the “democraocy under remision"”
must elect & Samurai to fulfil its task. “ Democracy,
is something very different from the simple old
doctrine of government of the people, for
the people, by the people. It may be desecribed,
to adapt another phrase of Abraham Lineoln's, as
* government of all people soma of thatima and of
some of the people all the time,"

This ides is also the keynote of Prof. Zimmern's
philosophy of internationalism,

‘' Intelligence allied with public spirit is still, and will
perhaps always remaijn, in & amell minority among the
masses of mankind. But a minority, with the moral
forces on ity side, can win through, If the democratio
system survives and adjusts itgelf to the new conditions,
it willnot be baoause the majority of the world is ripe
for it, but beoause economic forcas compelled the world to
choose betwasn international government and private
tyranny and no alternative politioal system was availa-
ble. In that situation a minority of respoasible peoplss,
aoting together in association, must preserve the inheri-
ted traditions of government and pass them on to the
less experienced, That is the task of the League of
Nations inthe first periot of itslife; and that isthe
espeoial task of the peoples of the British Commonwsalth
who bring to it their own unique experience of constitu-
tional government and international co-operation. ™

‘What are the obstacles in the way of the Bri.
tish Commonweslth wholeheartedly accepting and
espousing the League? The author answoers it in an
interesting chapter entitled “ England After the
War ", which is s good supplement to his* Third
British Empire’, Other chapters deal with what
may be entitled the oconorete problems of world
peace such as the relations between Europs and
America, There is as illuminating an interpreta-
tion of American character in these pages as one
may hope to find, and all through thers are evidences
of effort to undetstand varying types of mind as well
as to evolve a political philosophy suited to the new
world conditions without being dogmatie. It is uo-
genorous to oriticise a book of loosely strung essays
especially when they are so exocelleni, but those:
who know the works of Prof, Zimmern and thoss
who have: rend his analysis of the defects of the
British temperament in this book may well be
inolined to wonder to what extent he himself is free
from them, Freedom from dogma is areal virtue,
but frequently it is a result of an unconscioue
attempt to evade serious intellectualisation. Prof.
Zimmern writes as an intenationalisk, Ofhis sincerity
and seriousness thers can be no doubt and yet the
number of superlatives attributed to the English in
this one book ‘is disheartening. I wse the word
advisedly beosuse if such spirits as Prof. Zimmern
oannot refrain from; attributing & monopoly of
varied virtues to their nation and cannot realisa
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that every superlative throws all other peoples into
the shade, the whole question of internationalism be-
comes pretty desperate. Prof. Madariaga’s method
of treating every national character as a psycholo
gicsl complex of particular virlues and correspond-
ing defects and Xeyserling's motto “ For all have
fallen short of the glory of God ™ in dealing with
the same subject are to be preferred. Another ques-
tion which arises in connection with all such theses
as Prof, Zimmern’s is—wbat exactly is meant by
leadership in the domain of world peace ? Abstract
conceptions of equalily, it is true, have little place
in practical politics, but the discuseion of world
peace has sufficiently advanced to have some defi-
niteness about the character of the heirarchy which =
civilisation besed on pacific prineiples must bear.
RAGHUNATH Row.

THE ETHICS OF VIOLENCE.

REFLECTIOS ON VIOLENCE. Ry

SOREL. Trans. by T, E, HULME,

Aller. ) 22cmr, 299p. 7s. 6d.
Aslareviewer in the New Statesman has put,it, *Tt is
strange that this classic of syndicalism should have
had to wait eight years for an English transiatior.
It is one of those rare books which has the supremc
merit of foroing the reader to think.” Thisbook
‘reprinted in 1925) is a collection of essays publisk-
ed by the author in a French review called the
Moyvement Socialiste, prefaced by sn Introduction
in the form of a lelter to M. Daniel Halevy, which
is a defence ofthe principles underlying his general
view-point, inter alia, of the pessimism for which the
writer was so frequently attacked

“Tessimism, * he spys, ", . . is a philosophy of conduc
ratber than a thcory of the world ; it cousliders the
march towards deliverance as narrowly conditioned, on
the one hand, by the experimontal knowledge that we
bave acquired from the obstacles which oppose themselves
to the satisfacticn of our imaginations..,, and, on the
other, by a profound conviction of our natural weakness.
There two aspects of pessimisgm should never beseparated
althcugh, as a 1ule scarcely any attention is paid to theic
close connection. ™
He proceeds to make an interesting cemparison

between his vwiew of pessimism and primitive
Christianity. He shows, too, how later in Kuropean
history Calviniem was enabled to bring aboug
“a reel catastrophie revolution™ simply through
its conception of “the path to deliverance.” He
then proceeds to attack “natural right", assuring
us that “if revolutionary syndicalism triumphs
there will be no more brilliant speeches on imme-
nent juetice.” There follows an interesting and
subtle discuesion ¢f what he calls “the myth” of
the syndical‘st gemneral strike, and the general value
of “mythoelegy,” u discussion which reveals the wide
reading of the authcr in many fields.

‘ Revolutionery syndicaliem, ' he oconoludes, * is not
thep, 88 meny telieve, the first confused form of the
wor king-clasa movement, which is bcund, in the end, to
free itzelf from tbhis youthful error (i, e, the cult of
violence ) ;
an improvement brought about by men who had just
arrested a threatened deviation towards middle-

{ class ideas. It nmightle ccnpered to the Reformation

GEORGES
( George

it has been, on the ecentrary, the produce of

which wished to prevent Christianity, submiting to the-
influence of the humanists.

After the “Introduction to the Frat Publication”
we reach the main body of the book which, as pre-
viously noticed. consists of seven eceays originally
published peparately. Here the suthor deals at
length with the class war, the decadence of the mid-
dle classes, and the failures of parliamentary socia-
lism. “Proletarian violence,” he does not hesitate
to say, "“not only makes the future revolution certain,
but it seems also to be the only means by which the
European pations—at presnt stupefied by humani-
tarianism—can recover their former energy.”

‘We are then presented with an examination of
the prejudices agsinat violence, and a discussion on
strikes, particularly the political General Strike,
written of course long before the miserable collepse
of the General Strike in Engiand. The last two
chapters are devofed to a study of the ethics of
violence gnd the ethics of the producers. In an
appendix we have another apology for violence.

This book is & remarkable work by a remark-
able man of wide culture and much force. However
much we may recoil from the philosophy which
underlies it, there is no doubt that it presents a
real challenge. Many of the ideas of which this
book treats have since been realized on the plane
of history in the Bolshevik Revolution in Ruesis,.
and we are now perhaps better equipped for esti-
mating both their strength and their weakness. The
criticism of western oapitalist sociefy which these
who have been inepired by Karl Marx put forward
is penetrating and in many respects undeniably
true. On the constructive side sane men will
always wonder how an era of bloodshed and fratri.
cidal sirife can possibly usher in that atate of
society which is the goal of revolutionary endeavour,
But if sane men wish to keep their reputation for
ganity they will endeavour to mirngle such acts
of repression against individual revolutionaries as
may from time fo time be necessaay, with profound
attention to the searching diagnosis which such
men have made into the deep-seated diseases of
modern industrial oivilization.

O. F, CLARKE.

UPLIFT OF RED INDIANS,

THE OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. By Lat-
RENCE F. SCHMECKEBIER. (Johns Hopkins
Press. } 1927. 22cm. 591p. $3.00.

THE Red Indian isthe pet child of the American
Government. There is an elaborate Department of
Indian Affairs which overwheims him with care
and attention. Every concern of his comes under its
protecting wings and nothing is left to shift hazard-
ously for itself. The Office of Indian Affairs first
came into existence in 1775 in obedience to the
wishes of Congress. Ita objective in the beginning
was to keep the Indian pleased and otherwise make
him law-abiding. Till the year 1871 the Indian
tribes were loft more or less to look after themselves
and were treated as “domestic dependent nations.™
At the end of every outbreak of Indian rebellicn,
Congress entered into tresty with them, and reccg-
nised their sovereignty over lands occupied by them.
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*There are 370 ench treativs which bear witness to
. ~the fact that at first the attitude of the United States
‘Government wasg to regard the Indian possession as
-8 state within the state. Biowly the inevitable pane-
“tration of the white man into the Indian territory
‘led to the embaragsment of the Government  In
'1871 therefore Congress decided upon removing the
‘Indian far beyond the soope of white encroachment
-and creating exclusive reservations for him, Presi-
dent Jackson resolutely ordered speedy removal of
“the Indians more and more to the West and he even
-employed the militia for that purposs. At this time,
the control of Indian affairs, which had been -indif.
ferently attended to by the Secretary for War, was
' ~transferred to the Department of the Interior in order
“to ensure efficiency of service, The Superintendents
-of the old order were dispensed with and the Presi-
dent, for some time till Congress replaced them by
‘its own nominees, empowered the missionaries to
-appoint agents to protect the interests of the Indians
‘and also regulate intsrcourse between them and the
whites. With this departure, the ourtain falls on
‘the treaty pericd and the government assumes full
-goardienehip of the Indians. Now onwards the
State oreated distinot Indian zones for foroibly gettl-
‘ing the Indians.on them so as to remove all causes
-of friction between them and the whites. This
policy necessitated the issuing of rations to the Ia-
-dians go a8 to enable them to live till such time as
taey were seif-supporting. Reservation Boarding
-Sohools were started in addition to the Missionary
“Contract” Schools already in existence, g0 much so
sthat by 1887 an average of 10,520 Indian ohildren
were reoeiving instruotion in 227 sohools. “In the
.government schools, the average attendance was
7349 and the cost $851,555.57, while in the non-gov-
-ernment schools, the average attendance was 3171
-and the cost $31£,470,” -
The transfer of the Indian to the reservations
did not in any way chenge his legal position,
"There was no attempt made to exercise weontrol
over his domestic affairs. The Indian land belonged
%40 the tribe and the individual Indian was subjeot
4o tribal laws. The question of defining his posi-

tion in the Btate as well as in the eye of the law’

.arose when the Indian manifested a desire to
‘break away from tribal life by olaiming to hold
Jand in his own right. - Congress introduced in 1875
a law providing for ownership of land in severalty
by Indiana who renounced tribal authority. The
Saecretary of the Interior with the approval of (3ov.
ornment established courts for trying Indians who
bad broken the rules, laid down by him, regarding
offences against the whites, Slowly in place of
tribal jurisdiction over even offences committed by
Indians against Indians, the authority of the
supreme court came to prevail. In [886 a radiocal
-change was Introduced which vitally cut at the roots
of tribal tradition and that was the Allotment Aot
This Aot provided for the allotment of land to indivi-
dual Indiane, and the oconferring of ocitizenship on
such of them as held private property. For fear the
Indian should suffer for his inability to manage his
own affairs, at the hands of the self-seeking white,
the state extended the period of trusteeship of the
personal property to 25 years or till such time as he
cbiained an offiioial oertificate of competence. All
these legislative provisions were at last incorporated
‘into the Omnibus Indian Aot of 1910 and enforoed so
a8 to regulate all matters relating to private property,
‘leasing of the same, property held in trust by the
goverement including such as came under the defi-
nition of inheritance, wills, heirs, certificates of com-
‘petency, management and distribution of Indian
svioney and utilisation of tribal resources in iorests
and mines. In addition to the comprehensive work

of administering this Act, it also fell to the Office of
Indian Affairs to modernise the Indians generally
and introduce medical ahd eanitary requirements,
the net result, to take the instance of the Osage In-
dians only, being that by the end of the century
they were fairly prosperous and in the fiscal year
1926 the incoms per oapits mostly from the proceeds
of oil 1eases of persons on the roll amounted $13,400.

By this time the blood corpusoles of the Indians
had undergone a change by infusion of whitestrains
into them and with the inoreasing numbers of the
half-bloods the laws regarding trusteeship had to be
entirely revised putting the Indo-Awmerican on tha
same civio footing as tha American himself, Thus i:
turned out that gradually the control of Govera-
ment did not extend beyond half the number of
people who regarded themselves as Indians. Thege
with the other Indians who had escapsd being
allotted to the reservations acquired the ordinary
rights of American citizenship, _

Besides the mass of Indians whose feet were
firmly set and marohing on the bigh road of oivi-
lisation, there were the five civilised tribes who
followed their own lines of advancement. In 1906
their territory, which since 1890 had enjoyed tribal
self.-government, was constituted into the state of
Oklahomas. .

The whole book is a baffling mine of exhaus
tive information relating tothe activities, adminis-
trative, educational, medical and oultural, of the
admirable Office of Indian Affairs, It is sure fo serve
“the double purpose of furnishing an essential tool
of efficfent legistation, adminietration and popular
oontrol and of laying the basis for eritical and con-
struotive work onthe part of those upon whom respon-
gibility for such work primarily rests.™

There are in India a vast pumber of peopie,
chiefly the untouchables and the aborigines, who to-
day occupy the same position that the Rsd Indian
of America did a century ago. Ineffecting their elova-
tion, it is worth the while of our Government, which
has criminally neglected t!iat paramount duby, to
take lessons from the United States of Amerioca.

K, VENUGOPAL RAO.

BRITISH BANKING STATUTES.

SELECT STATUTES, DOCUMENTS AND RE-
PORTS RELATING TO BRITISH BANK-
ING, 1832-1928. Vols. I & II. Selected by

T. E. GREGODY. ( Oxford Uaiversity Prees, )

1929, 190om. 147 4 391p, -
UNTIL recently when the United States is bidding
fair to become the hub of the banking universe, the
Bank of Englaud was by common consent a prime
regulator of the wortd's banking and Loondon was the
financial centre for clearing the world’s account due
to trade obligations and other debits. A history of
British banking therefore during the last huundred
years is immensely interesting as well as repleta with
lessong for the banking organigations of other coun-
tries, The present volumes give all the imnportant
doouments in connection with the development of
British banking sinoe the Charter Aot of 1833, bring-
ing itup to date. -They give the important evidence

‘given bafore the Select Committee on the Banks of

Issue which prepared the way for tha Bank Aot of
1844, which Aot has been said by the exponents of
the Banking prinociple to have strangled commerce
by its quixotio provisions. Another important extract
is from the Report of the Seoret Committee of tha
House of Liorda whioh saggested remedies for commer-
oial orises and for the anomalous suspension of the
Aot of 1844 necessitated by thesa. The Committea
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suggested that a wider discretion should be given to
the Bank of England to enlarge theiassue of bank
notes. The evidence before the Select Committes on
the Bank Acts appointed after the crisis of 1837 is
also given along with the major portion of the Report
of the Committee. The Aots which govern the for-
mation and management of Joint Stock Banks are
given in their entirety, Coming to the post-war
period the complete Raport of the Cunliffe Committee
on currency and foreign exchanges im reproduced
slong with the Treasury Minute which imposed the
limi¢t of the maximum fiduciary notes on the Bank
of Englend in accordance with the Report, The Golp
Standard Act of 1925 and the Currency Act of 1928
which unified the total note issne and handed it over
to the Bank of England have bheen fully reproduced.
Altogether the volumes constitute a very valuable
hand-book to all those who are interested in British
banking. In the introduction Prof. Gregory reviews
the whole of the legislation during the last hundred
years and points out the main issues raised at the
varicus dates, With regard to the Bank Charter Act
of 1844, Prof. Gregory after an impartial considera-
tion of the confilicting arguments declares in favour
of the Aot which by forcing a sounder polioy on the
Bank of England reduced the ohances of panice
cocurring ; he does not think that the Aet was usoless
becauge it had to be suspended in times of crises, As
to the War pericd he admits frankly that fthe conver-
tibility of the notes was a legal fictiox since actually
they were inconvertible until April 1925; the artifi-
cial support given to the dollar-sterling exchange
prevented this fact from being generally realized, It
is to be noted however that Prof. Gregory does not
pass any judgment on the vexed question whether the
restoration of the gold standard in 1925 has justified
itself or not. Judging from the impetus it has given
to a general currency stabilisation all over the world
we believe it was the one of the wiest decisions adopt-
ed by Great Britain,
V. N. G.

INDIA DURING AKBAR'S TIME.
AKBAR. THE GREAT MOGUL, 1542-1605,
{ 2nd Edition. ) By VINCENT A. SMITH. (Ox
ford University Press, ) 1927. 22cm, 504p. 16/—,

THIS is & fresh impression of the second edition of
1902 which was then revised by the autbor. Since
1902 there has been no further important research

done relating to the period of Akbar. Moreland’s”

India at the Death of Akbar is the only important stu-
dy relating to the economic conditions of that period,
Smith’s and Moreland's stendpoints are the same.
Both are interested in the study of Akbar and
Akbar's period from a motive not necessarily his-
torical, Their books are no doubt based on histe-
rical evidence and give a history of the period in
jte various sspects. But their underlying note is
comparison of that period and its achievements
with the modern British period of Indian history
and its achievements, to the detriment and deprecina-
tion of the former, This is not really a historioal
method. There is a prejudice and a prepossession be-
hind the whole work. Instead of comparing, the
period with the past or with contemporary life
elsewhsre and noting its progress or difference or

decay, & number of anachronisms in ideas and .prin--

oiples is introduced, a thing which is very unfair
snd misleading in history. Different standards dis-
torted from their environment and from the spirit
of the age are applied to a different age aud a
different oivilisation. The modern absoclutist theories
of constituent and ministrant funotions of state, and
of its eduoational, economical and oultural role atre
applied to a role which was just emerging out of its

mediasval conception of state and its limited politioal
functions of defence and order. But the defect of these
writers and their writings is. much more serious.

In.epite of the hard work and research of these
writers the books lose their really historical charac-
ter, Modern achisviments of the nineteenth or
twontieth, century sare wmot possible and not
necessarily .desirable in the sixteenth century. The
conceptions of both: the ages are different, It is only
by stages that an approach could be made to modern
gtandards and conceptionps. Vincent Smith has not
taken sufficient pains to draw a full pioture of the
contemporary social or religious conoceptions, and
economic or political ideas in which the people be-
lioved. No one can deny that Akbar was one of the
groatest rulers who ruleéd India. The policy which he
followed inreligion and adminstration, art and litera-
ture was the only and best policy which could have
been followed in that age. He inherited only the title
of an Emperor but had himeself to create an FEmpire
in & country which was under the political domina-
tion of bigoted Muslims intolerant of Hindus,
Amidst this environment, to create a territorial
state where all classes would be treated equally was
Akbar's greatest achievement unattempted by sny
Muslim or Christian sovereign before him. The
only exception was Sher Shah; but his rule was
short and his problems were 1ess difficult.

The only serious acousation brought against
Akbar by the author is his inordinate political
ambition. But he forgets that Akbar had a heredi-
tary right to the throne. No doubt foreign rule in
India is unjustified. But in comparing Akbar's
position with that of the British the author would
have done well to remember that he had a right
while the British can claim no such title. In my
opinion the British have shown a more inordinate
political ambition in Indian history for whick there
is no parallel. Akbar’s period ( 1556~1605 ) does not
present us with so many instances of unprovoked
aggression and annexation as the British period of
1757-1805 or 1805~1857.

All the same there is no doubt that the book is
the outcome of hard Iabour spent on the available
sources for Akbar's period. Smith has done well in
taking account of the economic, artistic and literary
achievements of the.age. History is not mere bio-
graphy nor political annals, The waried life of &
people, the part played by the ruler and his ministers
in .ita seourity: and prosperity, and the conmnection
with and - influence- of the surrounding world require
to be studied and- noted: Smith has devoted some
attention to this, but still it is not a satisfactory pic-
ture in some respeets.

8. V. PUNTAMBEKAR.

RECONSTRUCTION OF GERMANY.
POST-WAR GERMANY. By K. T.SrAH. (Tara-

porewslla,) 1928, 18cm. 228p. Rs. 2/3.
THE present book is a reprinf, we suppose an
enlarged reprint, of the.five lectures - that the author
delivered at Bombay in the University Extension
Lectures series in the monsoon tern 1928-1929. The
main title of the book is significant enough. The
author bas presented muoch useful and interesting
information regerding the various aspacts of Ger-
many’s post-war life. Prof. Shah had the advantage
of s personal knowledge of pre-war Germany, and
German books and German Consular officers have
bhelped him a good deal in preparing the stery of
post.war Germany. In addition to the fuliness of
his material, most of what Prof. Shah has to observe
by way of appreciation and oriticism is couched in
terms caloulated to be widely acceptable, In per-
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tioular, the tribute paid ¢o the national self-diseipline
of the Germans is richly deserved. Innumarable
internal differences, & ‘host of greedy foreign
enemies, the certainty of a oontinued and a heavy
drain for a .quartsr of a oentury and more, the
unsettlement that inevitably follows in wake of &
great defeat and of a greater revolution,—~these are
evila which msy well try to their utmost the
vital powers and the constructive eapacitias of even
the most prosperous of nativns If Germaay has
faced all these difficulties and has practically emer-
ged more gucoessful from its ‘defeat’ than many of
tha Allied nations have bgen able to do from their
* victory,’ the explanation in a great measure, is
tobe sought in the almost super-human discipline
of the German race. This phase of the period of
(German reconstruction is well presented by the
suthor and the book is well worth reading by the
educated publio. .

In ocommending this book fo the attention of
readers, it is difficult to refrain from meking refer-
_ enoe to & peculiarity of the educated mind of Indis.
There bave been instances in advanced countries
where individual thinkers have had theiz * spiritnal
homes * abroad; but the main body of the thought of
overy progressive nation has been peculiarly
national *, It is one of the discouraging features
of the modern movements in the world of thought
in India, that most of the stuff is imported from
abroad, :I‘here is nothing to be lost, and everything
to be gained by a deep study of foreign thought on
every subject, provided the viewpoint from which
it is studied is independent mad sufficient care is
taken to observe the many peculiarities of Indian
conditions before outlandish dogmas are incessantly
beld forth for adoption in India. The recent stir in
India’s thought world is immensely disquicting in
this respeot. Till recently the brand of thought
imported into India was ‘all British’, and there were
& number of revoits sgainst the free fmport of this
as of many other goods of British manufacture. It
seema now that Russian goods are catohing the fm-
agination of & mumber of enthusiastio consumers of
fresh thougbt. No attempt is, however, being made,
not at least on a soale on whioh it is neoessary, to
undertake independent enquiries into the varied pro-
blems of Indine Of all oommodities thought is the
one commodity in respect of which & nation ocan ill
afford to be dependent on foreign supply, be it from
Peking, Tokyo, London, Oxford, Cambridge, Moscow
-or Leningrad. .

One of the ways of promoting » discriminsting
aud independent movement of throught isto diver-
sify the feld of foreign thought and knowledge that
comes within the gaze of the people. From that
standpoint also Prof, Shah’s book is bound to be
very useful. Prof, S8hah, independent himself, may
be trusted to take his readers through unfamiliar
woods without fear of losing the way. As, however,
the book is mesant for popular reading, its usefulness
would undoubtedly have been increased if the style
had been less academic and more simple. The sub-
title of the book is, ‘an object lesson in national
reconstruotion,” and the lesson in itself i worth its
woight in gold, But its utility would have been a
thousand times enhanoed if the author had proceeded
to point out the ‘lesgon’ from the ‘objaot ’.

D. Q. KARVE.

FRANCIS JOSEPH.
EMPEROR FRANCIS JOSEPH OF AUSTRIA.
By JOSEPH REDLIOH. (Maomillan.) 1929, 220m.
54Tp. 2=,
DR. JOSEPH RRDLICH has all the qualifiactions for
the work he has placed before us. He has personal

- "

knowledge of the smbject of his biography ; he has
been able to collect from surviving relativea and par-
sonal friends of Francis Jomph a lot of intéresting
information about his hero ; he has had access to the
documents of the period ; and what ia more impor-
tant, be has psychological insight and judicial and
imaginative gifta which quelify him to weighevi-
denoe and assess its value. But the book before us is
more the story of a period than of a man. As a piece
of historicat composition, Dr. Redlich's work iz 'saparb
but as a biography it is not so interesting. The fact is
that in this work the historian gets the mmstery over
the biographer. Dr. Redlich tries o relate the per-
sonslity of Joseph ko the events of his reign, but the
record of events always obtrudes itself, The result
is that we learn more obout the history of Europe
from 1848 to0 1916 than about Francis Joseph,

Dr. Redlich is a distinguished historian. His
work is the result both of meditation and study. The
practised observer of history is apparent in many
places. .He sees in the promulgation of the Imperial
Constitution of 1849 the opening in Austria of a

régime of oonscioug’ fraud such as has no anslo-
gue even in the period of bold and skilfully concealed
reaction.” He rightly draws attontion to the *half
and half ” policy pursued by Francis Joseph during
the Crimean War, regards the “historic ingratitude™
of Fancis Joseph to Russia as & decisive error, and
points out how the developments in foreign palicy
resultiog from the Crimean War produced new com-
plioations in their turn and shook the centralised
despotism at home to its foundations. oL

The learned author’s estimate of Francis Joseph,
Prince Schweargenburg,. Baron Kubeck and other
contemporary personalities is that which will proba-
bly he aocepted ulftimately. Though his judgment
on men and things is well-balanced, hia treatment of .
the subject matteris somewhat lacking in proportion.
Francis Joseph the Emperor engrossea the learned
suthor's attention. Franocia Joseph the man is s -}
groly dealt with. We wish the author had devoted
mors pages to describe the family life of Franocis
Joseph, and his relations with Empress Elizabeth
and Archdukes Rudolf and Ferdinand. One finds in
P the book here and there repetition of facts and opi-
nions. This is due to faulty arrangément of matter,

. 'The book could hava béen made more interesting
jf the author had stressed tha biographicdl aspect in.
stead of the historical saspect. As it is, the book is
an authentioc record of the regin of Emperor Francis
Jogeph of Austria.  Notwithstanding its shortcom-
ings, the book is thoroughly enjoyable by the general
reader and full of new information for the student of
history. Eveén the repstitions have their use. The
most careless or forgetful reader eam hardly fail to
remarX and to rémember that Francis Joseph was
* the last monare» of the ‘cld achool’ of European
sovereigns, " and that his infellectual qualities fell
sbort of his monarchical responsibilities.

M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM,

ANTI-WAR PACT.
INFORMATION ON THE RERUNCIATION OF
WAR. 1927-28. By J. H. WHEELER BENNETT.
(Allen and Unwin.) 1928. 23om. 192p. 8/6.

THE book gives & comprehensive survey of the
negotiations which eulminated in the signing of the
famous Kellogg Paot in 1928, More than two
thirds of the bulk is taken up by the reprints of
original documents that passed between the various
Foreign Offices, and a little over one-fourth gives a
brief history of the negotiations whioh serves as an
introduction to the study of the doouments. In
view of the international importance of the Peace
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Pact wo ought to be grateful to the author for the
compilation.

Of the documents enly a few need be noted.
M. Briand’s proposal to the American Seoretary of
State limited the scope of the agreement to the twc
countries. Mr. Kellogg, encouraged by the develop-
mente of American opinion, wanted soon to convert
it into a multi-iateral one. Somewhat to the
chagrin of France, he appropriated the whole credit
for this improvement to America. He went further
and, setting aside the French reservations which
hoped to limit the scope to aggressive wars only, he
wanted it to include all wars as such.

In the opinicn of some this reduced the Pact to
8 pious platitude and a hollow declaration of good
intentione. Replies from the various governments
and especially from Great Britain suggested certain
reservations in the case of ware sanctioned by the
League of Nations and also in the case of certain
specified localities. It is rather unfortunate that
these are not sufficiently indicated in the published
documents.

Ultimately however, the great powers agreed
not to press for the inelusion of these in the text of
the freaty apnd with that its ultimate success
wae assurad. The one affective article is that
“the High Contracting Parties solemnly declare,
in the name of their respective peoples, that
they condemn recourse to war for the solution of
internationsl controversies, and renounce it as an
instrument of national policy in their relation with
one another”.

Commonplace though it appears, so solemn a
declaration by the nations of the world has undoub-
tedly paved the way to Disarmament by removing
& great desl of mulual suspicion. It is to be devoutly
“hoped that the signature of the Pact by all the na-
tions of the world would be followed by Disarma-
ment and Peace,

[

R. H. KELEAR.

SHORT NOTICES.

TEMPERANCE QUESTION. (Freedom Associa-
tion. ) 1929, 22om. 558p, 7/6.
THE full title of this volume is: “The Freedom
Aessociation’s Hand-book for Speakers and Writers
on the (sc-called) Temperance Question, eighth
edition.” Asthe name implies, the Freedom Assoois-
tion stands for the preservation of indi:idusl free-
dom and against State interference in the matter of
consrmption of fermented beverages, Its position is
just that of the Anglican Archbishop who once said :
“Better England free than England sober.,” The
book however ought to appeal not only to those who
share this view but to all who are interested in the
drink question. The information given is quite full
and very interesting. The address of the Freedom As-
socialion is: Amberley House, Norfolk Street,

Lordon, W.C2.
L.

THE CASE OF THOMAS J. MOONEY AND
WARREN K. BILLINGS. By HENRY T.
HuNT. ( National Mooney-Billings Committes
Room 1403, 100 Fifth Avenue, New York City.)
1929, 23 om. 444dp,

TH18 stout volume is the result of a nation-wide

campaign conducted by the American Civil Liberties

Union to secure freedom for the famous politioal pri-

goners: Tom Mooney and Warran K. Billings in Cali-

forni=, Billings was convicted in Sept. 1916 of guilty
participation in a bomb cxplosion and is serving a life-
sentence. Mooney was sentenced in Feb., 1917, but
soon after the sentence was imposed facts and cir-

cumstances came to light which convinced the very

Judge who convicled him thaot testimony of witnesses
connecting Mooney with the crime was false and

perjured and that his conviction wss a miscerriage of

justice. Immediately the Judge endeavoured to bring

about a new trial for Mooney, but this fuiled. Since

then he has been appealing to successive Governors

of California for pardon, The volume makes very

interesting reading and shows how in the U.S.A,,

which is fully sarmed with constitutionsl safeguards

for personal 1iberty, the Civil Liberties Union has

to be far more active. than any similar body in

England where theret are no such safeguards,

K. V. 8
INDIA'S CURRENCY, EXCHANGE AND
BANKING - PROBLEMS, 1925-28, By

JEHANGIR C. COYAJEE. (The Book Co., Ltd.,

Caleutta, ) 1929. 22cm. 59p.
IN this brochure are put together articles written
by Sir J. C. Coyajee in the last four years, in the
Capital, the Statesman and Forward. The author's.
views are well-known and though they a1e unprpu-
lar with & large section of public opinion no cne
should fail to read these articles and ponder them.

K. 8. L,
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HISTORY OF FRENCH COLONIAL POLICY, 1870-1925,
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ANNUAL REPORT OF INDIAN MERCHANTS CHAM-
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JUSTICE AND INDUSTRY THROUGH SOCIALIST
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