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oondltions. There are many who think that the_ 
Trade Disputes Act whioh haa oome into effect from 
the 8th ins~. and whioh is now ready for operation 
owing to the notifioation of all the neoessary rules' 
for giving effect to the provisions of the A.ot should' 
be utilized for deoiding all the matters of issue.bet
ween the owners and the workers. This however 
would neoessarily be a prolonged business and we do 
nct think the patience of the two parties would 
stand the strain imposed by a protraoted enquiry by 
a Board of Conciliation. We would therefore sug
gest the immediate appointment of a private body 
oonstituted by an equal number of representatives ot 
the owners and the workers whioh should settle ur
gent matters of dispute by the method of compromise -
and oonoession. We feel pretty oonfident that unless 
the request for a Board of Conoiliation emanates 
from both the parties to the dispute, the applioation 
of the new legislation will be ineffeotive and might 
very likely become the fore runner of further mishaps 
and troubles, This however is said only in reference 
to the present oritical junoture and is by no 
means to be oonstrued as an attempt to detract from 
the merits of the Act in itself as having a wide 
application to future contingenoies. Although the 
belief in the effioacy of the • mediation rules' agreed 
upon by both the parties has been shaken by recents, 
events it Is better to give a fresh trial to these rules 
and try fresh avenues of settlements instead of be
ooming disheartened; otherwise the work of the 
Fawoett Committee will he simply thrown away_ 
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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

1'0 

UO . -
WHILB great relief- is being felt by everybody at 

the marked improvement in the 
Bombay Striko situation during the weak as indica.
SituatiOD. - ted by the resumption of work in 

~ost of the mills a new oause of 
anxiety haa been oreated by the issue of a notioe by 
."e millowners that the wages for April would not 
be Il8Id~nless work was resumed for at least six day 
before the day of payment. In a statement issued by 
tbem the millowners refer to the deoision of the Fawoett 
Committee that a lightning strike Is a breach of oon. 
traot for which the forfeiture of wages was a fair 
pehalty. But apart from the4'ights and wrongs of the 
(lase it ill lIardly wise at this stage to do anything 
wbioh would oause needless heart-burning and hasten 
the possibility of a fresh outbreak of hostile feeling. 
The Bombay Gonrnment therefore have, taken the 
rigbt step in addressing a letter to the Millownere 
suggesting to them ~e desirability of withdrawing 
their notioe. But the millowners seen to continue ad· 
amant on the point. As lonll88 the workers oontlne 
lnthe belief that it is illegal for miIlowners to make 
resumption of work a oonditlon for payment of past 
wages It is not advisable to insist on the &triot letter 
\If the law, soattering to the winds all prudenoe and 
cliscretion. It is to be hoped that the miIlowners 
"'Ill revise their recent deoision and keep open the 
~illB to any tha.t join work. without jllq)08lng any 

, We oertainly have a right to expeot that the joint 
committee appointed to oonsider the best means of 
giving effeot to the reoommendations of the Fawcet~ 
Committee will bestir itself and devise means h 
allay the ill-feeling on both Bides. • ... • #II _ 

• • * 
THE Conferenoe reoently oonvened by the MiIlister of 

Eduoation at Mahableshwal does not t..::.rultl
- seem to have aohieved anything be-

.rence. yond advertising the faot of the 
failure of Government to give effeot to the provisions 
of the Primary Education Aot of 1923. It is difficult 
to understand the objaot the Minister had in view in 
snmmoning the Conference. A. perusal of bis speeoh, 
whioh is praotically all . that is before the public, 
shows that Maulvie Rafiuddin had neither any oon
struotive proposals of hi. own regarding any additiln
al sources of revenue, nor any alternati.-e plan or 
polioy to put before the Conferenoe; a press note 
should have sufficed under the olrcumstanoe.. W 9 

.' ... !,. 
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fail to understand how any amendment of the Aot 
could have been seriously disoussed. The time of 
the Conferenoe would have been better spent if 
advantage had been taken of the presence of several 
gentleman. who have firsthand experienoe of the 
working of the Primary Education Act. to under
stand the difficulties experienced by local authority. 
Instead of holding futile disoussions on the amend
ment of the Act. the Conferenoe should have 
gone into the rules and the manner in which 
they ~re .being a~ministered. Finanoial stringency 
may lustIfy holdlDg up fresh sobemes; but it cannot 
be pleaded in supporlrof·the-arbitrary and autooratic 
manner in which Government are driving a coach 
and four through the rules they have themselves 
laid down. Looal authorities are being literally 
harassed and if the Minister desires to give some 
relief to them. he should look into this aspeot of the 
question without waiting for the Hartog report. To 
quote only some of the recent achievements 
of the Education Department that have bewildered 
alllooalauthorities. we would draw attention to the 
resolutions disallowing all peons and special teachers 
for purposes of provincial grant. Does the Minister 
realize. the ~xtent of irresponsibility involved in 
resolll;tlOns like ~here whioh oblige local authorities 
to dIspense wIth the services of permanent 
emp~oyees. whatever be the length of their 
serVlOe. for they may not be able to find resources to 
bear the whole cost of expenditure on these items? 
And then what is there to prevent Govarnment from 
?eclar~n~ item .afte, item of existing exoenditure 
madmIsslble for grant till they stand divested of all 
res~onsibility altogather? It is high time that. not 
an Informal Conference. but a committee of experi
enced men. was appointed to report on the actu~l 
working of the Primary Eduoation Aot. .. .. .. 
THE Baroda Legislative Council has onoe again 

given faithful expression to the 
Reform 01 Baroda political aspirations of the people of 
Legislature. ~he State by demanding substantial 

Improvement in the oonstitution and 
powers of ths legislative council. It is not clear 
if the Council has also asked for a declaration in 
favour of responsible government being the goal of 
the Baroda Government's polioy in relation to their 
subjeots. The resolution in question seems to concern 
itself ~ore with the limited question of the reform of 
the le~lslatlve oounoil than with anything else. The 
Counoll has asked that its strength should be in
oreased so as to allow one representBti ve for every 
25,000 of the population, eleoted by direot vote. Thus 
with a population of nearly 2114 lakhs the eleotive 
strength.of the Counoil would be 85.' As regards 
the nommated element. we do not know if it is con
complated to do away with the offioial bloc altogether. 
But .)Vhat we do know is that the strength of th. 
l!~minated nonoffioial members is not to exoeed oee
teud of the number of eleoted members. This would 
be 28. so that the strength of the reformed Baroda 
legIslature would be It3-very nearly the size of the 
Bombay legislative oounoil-on the supposition 
that there are to be no offioials as its members 
We wonder if the supporters of the reform do really 
want suo~ a. n}lmerous body. As to the powers of 
~he OOUDOIl. It IS suggested thst whatever resolutions 
It may. pass ~hould be binding on the Government. 
In maklDg thIS propoaal. it is apparelltly forgotten 
that suoh resolutions are not billding on the Govarn
ment even of that very demooratio oountry England 
whose oonstitution is geeerally t~ken as ,; model in 
this oountry. If the advooates of the proposed reform 
of the Baroda legislature want the State budge. sub
mitted to it merely .. for discussion" and not for 

vote. we do not think the Baroda Government will' 
mske muah diffioulty about meeting their wishel. 
What is perhaps intended however is that the oouncil 
should beina position to vote on it. For the first three 
years the President of the legislature is to be a person 
nominated by the Government and then the counoil 
which is to be elected every three years is to eleot 
its own President. This is not the first time that a 
demand for the reform of the Baroda legislative 
counoil has been voiced. the Goverlllment promising 
sympathetic consideration every time the question 
was raised. But despite suoh promises suoh demands 
have so rar come to nought. It is to be hoped thBt 
the council's latest attempt to get its constitution 
amended will share a better fate. 

if .. .. 
PRESIDING over the quart9rly meeting of the Ma
Mr. Walchand harasthra Chamber of Commerce Mr_ 
and the Textile Walchand Hirachand disoussed the 
Industry. plight of the textile industry. Th9 
ostensible oauses of the strikes he regards as merely 
the symptoms of the underlying disoontent of the wor
kers at their stationary oondition and Ile thinks it 
natural that they should resist a out' in wages. At 
the same time he said that the industry was in a 
depressed condition and unable to pay higher wageS. 
He suggested therefore that the import duty on fore
ign cloth should ba inoreased by 10 par cent. and the 
workers should be given one-fourth of the proceeds. 
One obvious objection to this proposal is that the 
oonsumers would be m~da to suffer while the owners 
would be exempted from all obligation to eoonomise 
and reduce their other costs. The scheme would thus 
put a premium on indifferent management and re
move all stimulus to the reorganintion of the indus
try. Mr. Walchand believes that the g~ins from the 
higher prioe resulting from the duty would be utiliz
ed in increasing the oapacity of the industry but 
judging from the experienoe during the War period 
we do not feel confident about such a self-oontrol be
ing exeroised by the millowners. A further justifi
cation given by him for an addition!!l 10 per oent. 
duty is that India oannot be expected to be self-suffi
cient in her requirements of cloth if the industry 
earns barely tho interest on capital and a trifle for 
depreciation charges. The duty would not have 
been neoessary. he ssid. if it had not been f or the cri
tical situotion due to post-war depression and the reo 
adjustment to the new exohange ratio. In order to 
put an end to the instability of industry and busi
ness he suggested the introduction of the Gold Stan
dard so that everything would be working automati
cally. It must be remembered that Government them
selves frittered away tbe gold resources of India 
recklessly a few ye"rs ago and have added to the diffi
culty of taking such a step withoutrecourseto credits 
from other countries. Besides the problem of the 

Gold Standard and tlI!\t of the R3serva Bank are so 
dovetailed that it is hardly lill:ely that the one should 
be inaugurated without m~king up our .mind about 
the'other. In. the meantime tllerefore wa must try 
to reorganize the textile industry in spite of the handi
oap imposod by an unsatisfactory monetary .standard. 
This oan be done bast by the owners sorutinizing every 
item of wasteful expenditure as detailed by the Tariff 
Board in their report. The idea of securing eoonomy 
by the out in wages should be eliminated altogehter 

. from their programme by the Millo ..... ners·. Assooia
tion; even the Fawoett Committee have dwelt on 
the unwisdom of having reOJurse to that method ~ 

The proposals made by the Chamber to the 
Mlnistar for Indllstries in oonneotion with 
scientifio researoh are also deservillg of.earnest oon-, 
sideratioD. by Government. l'he Chamber asks the 
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, ,Uidustries Department to consider it one of its prime 
duties to create a body' of organized knowledge of 
loience and technique, markete and materials wbloh 
alone would put vitality into the organiation. The 
Chamber therefore proposes that an industrial chemist 
and ohemioal engineer oapable of organizing the 
soientifio workers In the province in the interests of 
industrial development should be appointed next to 
the Director and that a Mechanical Engineer with 
ten year's experieDce should be appointed instead of 
the Industrial Engineer as proposed by Govern
ment. In addition they propose that the work of 
surveying and oollection of business facts whtch is 
at present done by all the departments' should be 
ooncentrated ina Statistical and Intelligence Bureau 
which they rightly regard as a sine qua non of 
the suocess of thedepartment. 

• • * 
THE administration of Bundi Stste has apparently 
RepressioD ID very slender foundations to rest 
Bundl State, upon. Otherwise it is difficult to 

understand the drastlo nature of the 
latest ordinanoe-how legal it sounds I-issued by the 
ruler: This is direoted againllt those who "by words 

• written or spoken, or, by aotions or by any other 
means~ Ipr.ad sedition or disaffeotion or disrepute 
against tbe State in any shape or form". Similarly 
it is designed to reach those who are found "to d~ 
seminate groundless rumours against the administra
tion or the authorities of the State, resulting in dis
loyalty or disoontent," The Bundi penal oode hav
ing been apparently found defective in that it dces 
not oover suoh offenoes, the ruler has by / this ordi-

, Danoe taken to himself the power of dealing with 
suoh offenders "by an exeoutive aotion." But we 
are left in 110 doubt as to the meaning of this phrase. 
It means that "His, Highness will determine the 
punishment for offenders under this Ordinanoe which 
may consist in the deportation, permanent or tempo
rary, of the said person or persons' from the State or 
the city, or internment"at a certain place within the 
State or demand of security for good behavionr." 
To begin with, the Ordinance is to be in force for 
one year, though nobody knows why the ruler wlll 
not extend its'life Indefinitely when he oan do so by 
a mere stroke of the pen. Such summary procedure 
which may be ueed with some justification in times 
of emergency appears to be thorougbly unnecessary 
in the peaceful times through which the State has 
to all appearances been passing. The justification 
for it is stated to be the existence of "oon
splraoles of a nefarious nature in a large number 
and to a great extent." If we are to believe all this 
the state of things In Bundl must be far more diffi
oult than that in British India where the Government 
has reoently teken power to itself by means of the 
Public Safety Ordinance to deport non-Indian Com
munists, As a matter of faot we have heard 80 little 
about there having been any kind of movement in 
the State that we have no hesitation in oonlldering 
this latest attempt to augment the repressive powers 
of the ruler as helng thoroughly unjustifiable and 
uncalled· for. 

• * • 
A DEPllTATION led by Mr. Giri, Secretary of the 
Rallwaymen'. All-India Railwaymen's Federation, 
(Jrl .... n"".. was received by the Rail way 

Member to the Gonrnment of India 
during the last week and there was a frank 
disoussion of the important points oontained 
in a memorandum submitted by.him lome time ago. 
The deputation stated that the minimum and maxl-' 
mum waaes of the Bub?rdinate railway employees 

were most inadequate. even the maximum hardly 
constituting a living wage; they furtber complained 
of the stoppage of increments owing to the absenoe 
of vacancies and also of the violation of ,the rule of 
seniority in tilling bigher places. They oonsequent
ly suggested the introduction of a tima-soale and the 
raising of the lowest as well as the highest pay in 
each grade; they espeoially pleaded for a minimum 
scale wbioh should at leaet be on a par with that of 
the Posts and Telegraph department, oonsidering 
that the work of rail waymen was more arduous 
and hazardous than that of the emplDyees of that 
department. The deputation elso regarded it as 
desirable tbat there should be one uniform time scale 
of pay for all the railways. One important grievance 
over all railways is that one off day is not given to 
every employee according to the Washington and 
Geneva conventions and yet no holiday allowanoe is 
given for that day. The deputation suggested an in
orease in the staff for the extra work involved by an 
increase in traffic or at least a holiday allowance. A 
more serious grievance was the insecurity of servioe 
as evidenced by frequent discharges 'with one 
month's notice even in the oase of employees who 
had served for a long term. The deputation oriti
cized in this connection the keeping of appointments 
as temporary for periods extending from five to 
twelve years and suggested that every employee 
should be regarded as permanent after two years of 
service. In regard to medical relief it was contend
ed that defective vision and other ailments should be 
treated as injuries and entitled to oompensation 
under the Workmen's Compensation Act. 

Sir .}eorge Rainy's reply to the deputation was no 
doubt "itched in a sympathetic key and was the model 
of .a frank and generous criticism ; but for all that it 
is likely to leave us rather cold sinoe on various 

, grounds he pleaded his inability to take prompt 
action. He admitted the neoessity of increasing 
wages all round but referred to his Budget speech in 
which he pointed out that the only way in which this 
could be done was by adding to the rates and fares and 
consequently to the burdens of the average tax payer. 
One reply to this is that since the Reserve Fund bas 
a~sumed deoent dimensions no oonsideration of 
finance ought to be urged as ooming in the way of 
thiR vital reform. Sir George Rainy however was 
right in criticizing the proposal for a uniform scale 
over all the railways since owing to the disparity of 
prevailing rates of wages in various areas eaoh rail
way syst~m must be left its own discretion to fix 
wages in its own area acoording to looal standards, 
Even then we must urge that the minimum or the 
living wage must be fixed at the same figure allover 
the country. On the question of leave Sir George 
Rainy promit'Sd to consider the poRsibUity of baving 
increased stalI for providing more frequent leave; and 
he further promised to give a definite decisio6., witb 
regard to the adcption of uniform leave rule", tot aU 
State-managed rail ways. He reoognized that length 
of senioe does establish a olaim on . the administra
tion whioh should be recognized if the services of an 
employee are to be dlsoontinued and he admitted 
that an appeal against an order of discharge should 
be decided by the appellate authority after a careful 
review of the faots of the oase. Sir George Rainy 
dwelt on the difficulties of dealing with Company
managed lines but they ought not to be allowed to 
stand in the way of vital reforms. It is something 
however tbat the Railway Member has admitted that 
the deputation has thrown new !igM on some of the 
questions with which h. was dealing, and that their 
demands would reoein the fullest oonsideratioD 
from the Railway Board. .. • .. 
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I DISUNION-AT ANY OOST. 

PANDIT MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA, our readers 
know, not only offered the other day, on his own be
half and on behalf of his party, not to aocept office 
under dyarchy, but made an appeal to other parties like 
Liberals to impose a similar self.denying ordinance 
upon themselves. This action amounts in Panditji's 
case, and would amount in the -oase of the Liberal 
party, to a sacrifice of life.long prinoiples. Panditji 
evidently persuaded himself to make tae saorifice on 
account of his conviction that no hope of a working 
unity with Swarajists was possible unless he ad· 
opted, against his better judgment, the one item in the 
Swarajist policy which has remained unchanged in 
the midst of change in every other respect, viz. non· 
acceptance of office. This shows what supreme value 
he puts upon united action at this juncture of Indian 
history. The need for union is indeed great, but for 
our own part we cannot subordinate. and would not 
have anyone subordinate, ba.sic principles to the 
exigencies of the moment. These prinoiples must 
Come first, even before the much-needed union of all 
politic .. l parties. Nor does union requira the kind of 
8aorifice whioh Pandit Malaviya and men of his 
persuasion are willing to make. Union is quite 
fensible. if one takes a rational view of the matter, 
nn lines II'0posed, for instance, by the .. Nation 
First .. party organized in the Madras Presidenoy, in 
which every one who is in favour of Dominion Status 
and opposed to communalism retains freedom of 
opinion and aotion in regard to all other matters. 
We of course know what Pandit Malaviya's answer 
would be. He would say : .. Of course, if one takes a 
rational view, it is feasible. But we know by bitter 
experienoe that Swarajists will be irrational. If, 
however, unity must be achieved at any cost, We oan 
do so only by adopting as our own wllat tha 
Swarajists regard as the oardinal article of their 
creed. This will no doubt require a readjustment in 
our own political views, but it is a price that has to 
be cheerfully paid for the attainm~nt of the sine qua 
no" of national emanoipation in the existing 
circumstanoes . ., 

If Panditji reasoned out the matter to himself 
in this way. he clearly reckoned without his host. 
J f SIVBrajists are irrational 'enough to interpose 
diffioulties in the way of unity by insisting on 
every party in the country subscribing to their 
views, can they not be irrational enough to oppose 
unity even if every party does subscribe to their 
views? If Panditji can renounce his own prinoiples 
and adopt those of Swarajists in order to bring 
about union, cannot Swarsiists renounce their 
principles and adopt Panditji's discarded oneR in 
',rder to maintain the existing disunion? This is 
preci8ely what has happened in Madras. Hot on 
tho heels of P.~nditii's declaration of a ohange in 
his c.Jnvictions haa come the Swarajist declaration of 
a change in their convictions, of oourse in the cont
mry sonso At a meeting held immediately after 
Panditji's speech the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee 
under the leadership of Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyengar 
deoided to sccord freedom to Congressmen of the pro-

vince to determine their OWll policy in the Legislati~ 
Council, even in the matter of acceptance of office; 
and in interpreting this resolution, Swarajist lea
ders like Mr. Satyamurthy have been emphasising 
the need of forming a Swarajist Ministry even 
under dyarchy if an opportunity offers. It is of 
course no use for f'anditji to tax: Swarajists with 
unprincipled opportunism. They are sure to retort by 
levelling the same oharge against Panditji-and with 
far more devastating effeot. Panditji Can no doubt 
claim that he makes the slicrifioe on the altar of 
a noble cause, while the Swarajists' saorifice is 
for a cause which must be characterized as otherwise 
than noble. Nor would it do for Panditji to question 
the right of a provinoial organization to make .. 
fundamental change in polioy laid down by an all
India organization. It is a good point, but it oan be 
taken only by those who are within the organization 
and Panditji is without. It is enough for him to 
take note of the fact that Swarajists have always 
been more anxious to keep up the gulf that separates 
them from other parties than to mll.intain the inte
grity of their own prinoi!,lles. At the Saooramati" 
Conference some three years ago, when compromise 
was within an ace of being effeoted between what 
were at the time the two wings of the Swarajist 
party-Swarajists proper and Responsive Co-opera. 
tors-these vary leaders who are sabotaging unity 
in Madras smasked oompromisa proposals then. 
Disunion was then maintained in the name of loy
alty to their party prinoiples. If now it oan be main
tained only by open and avowed disloyalty to those 
principles, it need not be supposed that they ara in
oapable of this quiok.cbange artistry. Panditji will 
now realise that the sacrifice whiob he offered to 
make is quite superfluous. It is indeed bard luck for 
him that the lesson that honesty is the best policy 
even in politics should oome from Swarajists, with 
whom principles are of so little account. 

Union between Swarajists and the Malaviyan 
party ( is it the pa.rty of Responsivis~ Co-operation
ist~ ?-R. S. V. P. ) is of oourse now impossible, for 
the former difference of opinion still exists between 
them. Only they have exchanged their rOles: 
Panditji bacomi ng an obstruotionist and Swarajists 
Responsive (or Unresponsive) Co·operationists. But 
union should be possible between Swarajists 
and the" Nation First" party. who agree on all 
essentials.-Yeo, if Swarajists were rational in 
their outlook. As it is, they can upon all other 
parties to disband their orge.niz~ions and merge 
themselves into the Swarajist party as a pre.requisite 
of union. If other parties showed as little regard for 
principles as the Swarajists do in the interest of dis
union and Mahviyaji do,s in the interest of union, 
we are sure tuat Swarajists would be ready with some 
other excuse which would make merger impossibla. 
At the All-India Congress Com mittee session in 
Bombay the question of the Madras Congressmen 
having acted oontr~ry to Congress prinoiples will 
no doubt oome up, but Madras SlVsrajists are 
prepared to answer this charge of treaohery to Con
gress prinoiples by bringing a. oomprehensive oharge 
to the same effect against Swarajists of other pr~ 
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,"neea. Mr. Satyamurthy says roundly: .. All kinds 
"""ppolntments and delegations and 'committees by 
the Government of India are being acoepted by the 
shining lights of the Congress party in the Assembly 
without so much as • by your leave' of the Con
gresa. " Again, Northern India and Maharashtra have 
always exercised the" provinolal autouomy" which 
Madras Is now. claiming for itself. Into the.e 
domestic quarrels we ·have no right and certainly no 
will to enter. We should be .glad if Madras Swar
ajisls are permitted to take> office when they get 
a chanoe. We should be still more glad if this 
"new orientation of polioy" is acoepted by Swarajists 
in other provinces as wen. We guess It ;will then 
be possible for Pandit Malaviya to'return to his 
original convictions. We hope acceptance of office 
will be a universall y acoepted polioy, irrespective of 
the question !whether union comes about 'or not. 
For there is no hope of union of all parties so 
long as the largest party In the oountry has for 
its motto: .. Hang principles, :provided you keep 
up present· differenoes. " 

- • THE BARDOLI REPORT . 
ABOUT this time last year a pitohed battle between 
the Government of Bombay and the. peasants of 
Bardoli seemed imminent., when Governor Wilson 
very wisely, albeit after issuing many threats, caUB
ed a dllente in .the political situation, whioh had 
arown ememely alarming, by appointing a well 
chosen Committee of two offiolalsto inquire into the 
complaints of the peasantry. The action then taken 
is now completely vindioated, for the report of the 
offioials, Messrs. Broomfield and Muwell, whioh 
has just been published, shows that almost every 
oomplalnt made by the peasantry was fully justified. 
If it required courage on the part of Sir Leslie 
Wilson to reopen what was to all the bureauorats 
8urrounding him a settled faol to be aooepted witl::. 
out question by all oonoerned, it was no less brave 
of Mr. Vallabhbhal Patel and his ao.workers to 
agree to have the question remitted to the arbitration 
of an offioial body, whose 'IUlry position would ex
pose It to the suspioion, in popular oircles, of a bias 
in favour official decisions. Many a supporter of 
Government must have then thought, so oritloal had 
the situation beoome, that, whatever the merits of the 
partioular question might be, Go.ernment must .t 
the moment reaffirm its previous deoislons and re-
8BSert Its autbority In an unmistakable manner in 
order to save its prestige from being utterly destroy
ed by the oampaign of oivil disobedienoe organised 
by the villagers. But the authors of the report have 
.bown a sorupulously judiolal spirit whioh reflects 
luling oredlt ~n them. Equally oreditable wu the 
manner in whioh the unoffioial spokesmen like 
Messra. Narhari Parikb and Mahadeo Desai assisted 
in tha Inquiry. In putting forward claims on behal f 
of the peasants they were aotuated, it is handsomely 
acknowledged in the report, by a single-minded 
dealre to ascertain the real truth. Never did aoute 
friotion between Government Blld the publio end 
mon happily. Government's prestige hu Dot been 

lowered but very muoh enhBnoed in the eyes of the 
thinking people, and the triumph of the popular 
oause will not, as apprehended by some, enoourage 
passive resistance whenever there is disagreement 
between the rulers and the ruled, but will aotually 
discouralle indiscriminate resort to it by impressing 
on tbe people tbe wholesome lesson that passive 
resisl:ance Oan suooeed only when the grie'O'anoe in 
question oan stand the test of a searohing inquiry 
suoh as Messrs, Broomfield and Maxwell applied in 
the present insl:anoe. 

The popular oomplaints iu regard to the resettle. 
ment of Bardoli may be subsumed under the ohie f 
heads of exolusive relrance upon rental value in 
determining assessment and total absenoe of soru. 
tiny in making use of the tables of letting values 
furnished by the subordinate offioiala. It was oon~ 
tended on behalf of the people that to base the rate 
of assessment solely or prinoipally 011 the evidenoe 
~ rentals, as was done in the oase of Bardoll, was 
oontrary to the law. This oontention is pronounced 
by the Committee to .be untenable, for it holds tbat 
however grievously the Settlement· Commissioner 
may have erred in relying upon rental statistios to 
the utter negleot of the generaloonsiderations on 
whioh a revision of the rates of assessment should 
primarily be based, there is n() warrant for saying 
that the method pursued by Mr. Anderson is barred 
by legal provisions. On this p()int the Committee's 
reasoning does not strike us as oonvlncing. In the 
" Instruotions for Settlement 9ffioers" it has been 
expressly laid down, in Rules 9 and 18, that sole re
lisnoe ought not to be plaoed on the results of direot 
inquiry, i. e., on rental statistios, whioh oau be legiti. 
mately employed" only as a oheok t() prevent the 
enhanoement from going too high;" proposals f()r 
enhanoement being "based primarily" on the results 
of indireot inquiry. Whether the presoriptions ()f 
these Rules h .. ve the force of law and whether 
against their violation a remedy can be sought in a 
judioial oourt are questions for lawyers, in which 
we can have no say, but the faot that Governmeut 
themselves lately repaired t() the Legislature for 
sanotion for a change whioh they have already 
oarried out administratively, viz. the substitution of 
rental values for general conolusions as the evidence 
on whioh rellanoe should primarily be plaoed, makes 
it appear that, even in Government's view, the present 
praotioe oontravenes the provisions of law and re
quires to be validated by necessary legislative ohanges. 
Anyhow, the Committee is not the final autherity in 
tho matter of the interpretation of law, and if neoes
sary, its findings oan be tested elsewhere. Fortu
nately, however, there is no neoessity for doing this, 
for rental values oan no longer have, after the 
damaging oriticism passed on the ourrent manner 
of using them by the Committee, the dominant posi. 
tion assigned to them by Mr. Anderson, and the fate 
of the Bill oonfirming the ohange whioh had almost 
imperoeptibly oome over the land revenue methods of 
Government Is praotioally sealed. 

The authors of the repolt have shown how mis. 
leading is the use made by the Settlement Commis
sioner of the system of indices derived· from the 
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average value of leases in terms of the assessment. 
This system was devised by Mr. Webb an4 first adopt
ed by him in submitting his proposals relating to the 
revision settlement of Belgaum and Khanapur talu
kas in 1918. He himself used it, and intended that it 
should be used. only for testing the correctness of 
the grouping worked out by other methods, but Mr. 
Anderson, the Settlement Commissioner, used it as a 
substitute for the system of grouping and rating. 
Government have never put their seal of approval on 
a meohanical application of rental indices, such as 
Mr. Anderson's. which amounts, as the report s~ys, 
"almost to a denial of the original principles of group
ing" based on general fertility of the soil and otber 
permanent characteristics of the area under settle
ment. In passing ord~rs on the Khanapur proposals, 
Government observed: "This method of indices should 
be used only as a test of conclusions based on the ac
cepted principles of grouping and rating •.. Indica
tions are n·)t wanting that he (the Settlement Officer) 
has been induoed in some oases to adjust his group
ing with reference to these figures, upon which too 
great reliance should not be placed." But Mr. 
Anderson has gone headlong with this essentially 
faulty method on his own authority, and Messrs. 
Broomfield and Maxweli have shown how even in 
the best of circumstances, i. e., when the rental 
data are plentiful, well sifted and of a representa.
tive character, tha utmost scrutiny is necessary in 
order to arri ve at a real indication of rental value. 
But in the case of Bardoli none of these oircumst
ances existed. First, the rental material was too 
meagre. The Settlement Officer, Mr. Jayakar. put 
the proportion of the are .. leased to tenants for cash 
rents to the total area under cultivation in the 
taluka at 30%, but like all his other figures this is 
pure guesswork. The ez:act figures which are 
now available show that the total area leased for 
cush during the current year is no more than 11% 
cf the total cultivated area. Anyhow it is olear, 
fiS the Broomfield-Maxwell report says, that 
in Bardoli "cultivation by the owner himself is the 
normal mode of dealing with land and leasing is 
more or I .. s exceptional" (p. 36 ); and that the 
net area leased and available for such statistics 03n 
never have I1mounted to more than a very minor part 
of the whole tal uk,," (P. 34). The authors of the report 
my: "We have found comparatively few villages in 
which leasing for cash rents is really oommon, while 
in many others it is so rare that no oonclusion as to 
the state of agriculture in ganeral oan f .. irlv be 
based on rental figures." Apart from the in~uffi
cieney of the rel,tal mnt"rial, it is an undoubted fact 
that not even the faintest attempt was made to sift 
it. The mombo" of the Servants ,'f India Society 
who in June iu"t made a persona! inquiry into the 
matter found. hy comparing the t"latis' rent registers 
with tllO figures given in appendices to the Setlement 
Offieers'report, t!lat, in every village inwhioh parti
cubrs were available, all rents were recorded with. 
out exception even when some of them represented 
interest or other disturbing faotors whioh must be 
exoluded as an index to economio rent. M.ssrs. 

Broomfield and Maxwell have arrived at the sama 
conclusion after an extended investigation for th~ 
months. "We are bound to reoord," say they, "that in 
no single village of the 70 which we ourselves inspect
ed were we able to disoover that he (Mr. Jayakar ) 
had mode any personal examination of leasing 
transactions there." He did not claim " to have 
made a personal examination of leasing or sale 
transactions, though we think: he left it to be implied 
that he had done so.'~ In view of these facts, viz. 
that "the rental and sale statistics have been oarelessly 
compiled, are demonstrably inoorrect in a large 
number of oases, and in general must be regarded as 
completely unreliable," and that the established 
n:.ethod of using the statistics is "unsound in theory", 
Messrs. Broomfield and Maxwell have unhesitathgly 
recorded their finding that the rates of assessment 
fixed "oannot be allowed to stand. " 

In making their own oalculations of the proper 
pitch of assessment they have been constrained to 
take the view that the so-oalled " net profits and cost 
of cultivation method" "has no practical value for 
grouping the villages and fixing the .rating for each 
group, .. as the indicatims yielded by this wethod.= 
are by themselves" too far negative to afford a basis 
for resettlement. " Indeed, we are told that Mr. 
Bhulabhai J. Desai, counsel for the paasan~s, in his 
final argument admitted as much. Messrs. 
Broomfield and Maxwell have therefore made Use of 
the evidence of rents acoording to their interpretation 
of it and have arrived at a oonclusion which reduoes 
the increase in re!lt from 22 per oant. in Bardoli and 
Chorasi talukas to 5·7 per oent. 

This report cannot fail to have a far-reaohing 
effect upon the land ravenue polioy of the Bombay 
Government. The methods of fixing the assessment 
now in vogue will have to ba entirely recast and 
more preoise instructions than at prasent will have to 
be issued to officars in charga of resettlement. What 
happened in Bardoli and Chorasi probably happens 
in most other talukas, but these have not acquired 
the power of resi.hnee to injustice which comes from 
organiution and discipline, which the two hlukas 
displayed in suoh a remulrable manner. However 
Mr. Val1abhbhai Patel h~s now accepted the leader
ship of the peasants in other aggrieved- talukas as 
well and it is to be hoped that Government, who 
have now realized tho utter worthlessness of the 
instruments they employ in oarrying out their 
policy. will show its willingness to redress any 
possible injnstice before a campaign of passive re
sistance is proolaimed. If in eVdry case of grievance 
civil disobedience becomes neoessary, it will be 
Government and not Mr. G"ndhi's agents to whom 
the responsibility wi!! attach for inculcating a spirit 
of defiance to law. 

IDEALS OF INDIA~ WO~1EN'S EDUCATION. 

THE Indian Women's University is the only insti
tution in India started with the speoifio obiect of im
parting useful eduoation to Indian lady students. 
But unfortunately there has been some misoo ... 
oeption in ~he mind of the publio regarding ita 
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real aims and objeots, with the result that annual
,-:,ly a number of lady students are rushing to bays' 
,colleges where they think they get better education. 
In order to place the ideals of the Indian Women's 
University beyond the possibll ily of misoonoeption 
I propose to move the following proposition at the 
meeting of the Senate of the University to ba held in 
June 1929 in Bombay :-

.. The Senate hereby recommend. to the Syndi
cate that a Committee be appointed to prepare an 
authoritative statement of eduoational polioy defin
ing in clear terms the prinoieles of woman's eduoa
tion underlying the work of the S. N. D. T. Indian 
Women's University, this statement to be oiroulated 
for opinion three months in advanoe of the next year's 
,Senale meeting in 1930, and that after inoorporating 
all suggestions received from members, the Syndioate 
should submit the final draft at the Senate meeting 
In the year 1930 ... 

This proposition is very simple and very neoes-
, sBry indeed. The aims and objeots of the University 
are nowhere properly defined. I wish to point out 
'here thBt the only point made clear so far is that 
modern Indian languages are to be the media of in. 

'struotion, whioh alone .. ems to be the distinguishing 
feature of this University. 
, There is a provision in the aims and objeots that 

-.. speeial oourse of study suited to the needs and 
, requirements of women would be provided in this 
institution. I wish to draw pointed attention to 
this provision. What is the real interpretation 
of this olause? Last year's disoussion in the 
Senate meeting olearly showed that this was various. 
ly interpreted and the noble objeot underlying the 
movement thoroughly oonfounded. If my proposit 

<tlon is oarried, a olear and an unequivooal statemen. 
would be plaoed before the publio for their guidanoe. 

In his autobiography Prof. D. K. Karve says: 
II I full, believe in ~he following prinoiples of edu.oation 
whtoh should guide us in eduoating women :-

(1) To eduoate them alii human baings. 
(2) To edtloate them as women in order to, fit them to 

beoome good wives and wise mothers. 
(3) To edaoate them aa membera of the Nation so that 

the,- ma7 alw878 remember tbat their lives a~home ara 
related in an important manDer, however hidd;n, to the 
prosperity or deoay of Ibe nalion ... (P. 480.) 

Prof. KBl've further says in his autobiograp hy 
'that the following four axioms ara tbe oardinal prin. 
,ciples guiding him in all his endeavours at orga. 
nising the work of the I. W. U. 

"(1) To give thllt eduoa.tlon to women whioh will oreate 
In them confidence of their own powers and oonsoiousness 
regarding their independent personality as human beings. 

(2) To ednaate women 80 8S to enable them to beautt. 
'fy and .trengthen the bome and family, as the'80lidarity of 
tbele inatitutions depends entirely on women who are oon
lidued guiding geniuses of the family and the home. 

(3) To eduoate them in suah·a manner as will make 
tbem think that they are member8 of tbeir nation. It 18 the 
mothera of a nation who oaQ luocelisfally fill the tender 
minds of tbe younger generation wUh a bealtby patrio
tlarn for the motber-oountry. To eduoate tbem in 8uoh a 
manner a8 to enable tbem to perform this national duty. 

(') In Ibe lif. of a nallon there is bound to be a- omall 
number of women wbo would prefer to remain unmarried 
and would like to serve their mother country in other use
ful obannels. Tbe lives of Buoh women are sure to bring 
about national regeneration. Ettorts must be made to give 
tbem all kinds of faoil~tie8 and opportunities of reoelving 
the same eduoation as i8 reoeived by men. There Bhould be 
-perfect equality and freedom giveD to such women for the 
de"elopmlnt of their natures acoording to their Ideal •. 
Lookl ... to the pby.loal and mental Gonstltutlon of .tho 

majority of women their ideal. in eduoation are bound to btl 
different from tbe ideals of education of the amaU number 
of women mentioned above. Oonfliot of ideala appears to 
be a Deaessa'ty condition of life but the evolution of life 
is a natural result of slloh oonfliots," (pp, 489, 490,) 

Further, Prof. Karve is quite clear about the 
differences in duties to be performed by the two 
sexes justifying differenoes in currioula, for he says 
in the speoial number of the Bombay Chr<>ni.de for 
1928 : 

\III It is often said that eduoation knows no seL I 
aooept this prinoiple so far as· oulture is oonoeraed. Men 
and women are both human beings and they do require a 
oommon or general eduoation; but tbe differenoe in their 
physioal oonstitution and the differenae iIi their future 
oareers do require a obange in the currioulum. Even in 
western oountries where women are asserting their rights 
and trying to equal men in all their aotivities and voaa .. 
tiona differenoe is made in many 8econdary sohoolsa After 
having hours for oommon subjeats aperiod is set apart for 
oarpentry and smithy· in the case of boys while for girls tbe 
same period is utilised for domestio economy. This faot and 
the handioap on a girl on aocount of her natural physioal 
disabilities make a girl less capable of bearing mental and 
intellectual strain than a boy. The present system of 
eduoation and speoially of examinations is very taxing 
even for boys. In the oase 'of girls. most of them ara .to 
be eduoated for general oultura and the pressure of study 
and rigour of examinatious ma,t be reduoed as muoh as 
possible.1I 

Prof. Karve however warns US on p. 477 of his 
autobiography not to confound his views with the 
aims and objects of the Indian Women's University. 

- But I fail to understand why there should ba any 
warning to the publio at all. His statement is per
fectly in keeping with the principles he has enun· 
oiated in his speeohes and writings. It is but propar 
that the I. W. U. should follow the prinoiplesso olearly 
andunequivoo811y defined by its great founder. It 
seems as though the Senate of the University is un
willing to aooept the prinoiples laid down by Prof. 
Karve. 

Prof. Karve wants a separate currioululD for an 
average Indian lady student. This was however 
wrongly interpreted by the Indian Social Reformer 
as a U retrograde step in the movement for the eleva
tion of the status of women in the oountry." This has 
perhaps upset the Sanators. There is also anothar 
set baok given by the Bombay University Reform 
Committee, which says that a sep,.rate Woman's U ni
versity is a waste of effort and money, and that a 
Women's University with the vernaoular as its 
medium is not in the interest of the higher eduoation 
of women ill this Presidenoy. As luok: wOllld have 
it, amonRst the signatories of this memorable Report; 
are to ba found men like Dr. R. P. Paraujpye 
who onoe oooupied the post of the Vice.Chanoellor 
of tbis University I 

Again, reoently the Right Hon'ble Srinivasa 
Sastri, PO., while sp8akin~ before the Women's Indian 
Association "t Madras on the 9th April 1929 said: 

U I think. tbe fundamental defeat in Prof. Karve? 
scheme of an Indian Womea"s University is 'that i", 
tried t.o isolate women from men. FormulatiDg a system. 
of eduoatiou at though she had differe at t.asks, totaJ.ly 
different mentality and totally diff~reo.t destinies, there 
I think. is tbe mistake lying at the very bottom of the 
whole idea ... II 

There thus seemsa fundamental differenoe in this 
ogse between Prof. Karves ideals of Wo) nen's eduoa
tiOD and those of Mr. SastrL According to Mr. 
Sastri, there is no need for a separate U ni varsity 
fur women at all whioh io virtu,.Uy wClat is said by 
the Bombay U Diversity Reform Committee. If 
their judllment Is to be aooepted then b mea!lS thai;. 
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we should wind up the 1. W. U. I request my fellow· 
members of the Senate to think over this awkward 
situation. for a while and then deoide which way 
they would like to travel further. or whether they 
would like their journey to end hue. 

I am afraid all this tangle Rnd confusion hes 
been clearly due to the faot that the aims 'lnd ObjEcts 
of the Indian Women's University are not clearly 
defined. They desrve to I">e stated unambiguously so 
that the individuality of tbis University should he 
maintained at all costs. 

Besides. as we all know. Prof. Karve has fashion
ed this University after the Japanese modeJ, and we 
know also that the Japanese University has a dis
tinct statement of its policy. 

I expect that the members of the Senate and the 
general public outside will support my proposition 
which will be found to be in the best interests cf 
Indian women. 

SULOCHANABAI HUDLIKAR. 

OUR EAST AFRICAN LETTER. 
( From Our Own Correspondent. ) 

MOMBASA, May 2. 

MR. SASTRI'S DEPUTATION TO EAST AFRICA. 

BOTH the Indian and the European communities are 
pleased that Mr. Sastri is soon to be in their midst. 
On all hands it is freely acknowledged that he is 
the one Indian statesman who oommands the con
fidence of both the oommunities to a remarkable 
degree. and high hopes are entertained that his pre. 
sence and efforts will faoilitate a fair and equitable 
agreement on the Indian question which has vexed 
Kenya, India. England and the Empire for over a 
generation. Considering that Sir Samuel Wilson 
does not come here as the High Commissioner, the 
deputatioll by the Government of India of such all 
outstanding person as Mr. Sastri to East Africa at 
this juncture indicates the great importance attach
ed by the Government of India and the Imperial 
Government to 8 settlement of the Indian question in 
Kenya, It is fervently hoped that the succees th,,~ 
has so far invariably attended Mr. Sestri's missions 
in different part. of the Empire will orown hi. 
efforts on this occasion ruso and that he will be able 
to effect a settlement, honourable to both parties. 
The failure to do so is fraught with very grave con
sequences to India and the Commonwealth. It was 
Mr. Sastri who exclaimed in 1923 .. Kenya lost, all is 
lost." It is for the people of India and the Govern
ment of India to give their full and unstinted sup
port to Mr. S~stri. 

PANDIT H. N. KUNZRU. 

As Presinent of tbe East African Indian Na
tional Congress. Mr. Hirday Nath Kunzru was elect
ed leader of the Indian deputation which is to inter
view Sir Ramuel Wilson. The interview is to take 
place on the 6th of May when Mr. Sastri will also 
be present. [At the time the letter was written the 
expectation in Kenya was that Mr. Sastri wouL; 
san on April 24; no intimation had apparently 
been sent by the Government of Indi" that Mr. 
Sastri could not sail on that day but sailed on May 
1st. Mr. Sastri could not therefore have been 
present at the interview.-Ed.l In the mean
while Mr. Kunzru is visiting the important 
Indian centres in Kenya and obtaining a first. 
hand knowledge of the oonditions under which 
Indians live. At the time of writing he is on 
his way to Kisumu. on Lake Victoria. near 
-.whioh is the Indisn agricultural settlement. 

TANGANYIKA EUROPEANS. 
An association oalled the :European Constitu. 

tional Association in T"nganyika has published for 
general information the draft memorandum which ..... 
if approved by the Constitutional Assooiation. is to be 
presented to Sir Samuel Wilson. The strongly
worded memorandum vigorously protests against 
the imputation contained in the Hilton-Young Re
port that the British community in East Africa is 
not to be trusted to rule the country justly Bnd im
partially. and the suggestion that the progress tJw~rds 
responsible government by the settlers is to be held up 
till the backward races came up andagaiLst· the~logan 
that native interests should be paramount in East 
Afrioa. It demands that :the Imperial Government 
should repudiate tbem. The appointment of a High 

·Commissioner with exeoutive powers is opposed and 
the suggestion of the Convention of Assooiations 
that a Special Commissioner should be appointed f01" 
preliminary investigations is supported. 

Another organisation. called the Tanganyika 
Central Planters' Association, agrees with the .views 
of the Constitutional Assochtion, and strongly criti· 
cises the present Government's policy of land aliena
tion the wholesale delegation of powers to nativa 
authorities and the encouragement of native produc. 
tion at the expense of the non-native oommunity. 

It is not clear what support the D).emorandum of 
the Constitutional Association will receive from the 
European community in TangaDyika, which."Ilor .• H 

sists of a majority of non-Britishers. One thing, 
however is clear that the memorandum is 1a feather 
in the c'ap of the Convention of A.ssociations in 
Kenya. In Kenya itself the Convention is losing 
strength. Several constituent associations have dis. 
affiliated themselves from the Convention. and the 
newly formed Nairobi European Association declin· 
ed to be affiliated to it. 

KENYA TARIFF COMMITTEE. 
Wbile every community and country in East 

Africa is opposed for its Own reaSons to closer union 
in the political sphere. both Indians and Europe~ns 
in Kenya Bre in favour of closer union in the econo
mic sphere. A.t the present moment the three coun
tries. Kenya. Uganda and Tt\nganyik". ~re inc~uded 
in a customs union, and the for.ner two In a rallway 
union. Ug3nda and Tanganyika have however dis
covered that their interests were being sacrificed f"r 
the benefit of a se,tion of the people in Kenya. the 
settlers in the Highland~. Both the customs and 
railway polioies at present suhserve the interests of 
the European settlers in Kenya. The railway ra'es 
on produce for export are ridioulously low compared 
with the high rates on the transport of impor~ed 
goods. The customs tariff includes heavy protective 
duties on certain articles like sugar, ghe~, butter. 
bacoD. etc. The benefit of these- proteotive duties 
accrues only to the European settlers in Kenya. 
The growth of local production has not kept pace 
with the demand for local oonsumption in the three 
territories with the result that imported articles 
oocasionallY rise to scarcity values. Tanganyika 
refused to be mulcted for the benefit of Kenya and 
tonk off the protective dutie, on certain imported 
articles already. Uganda is kicking against tbe 
railway polioy of Kenya. Kenya apprehends tha~ at 
the next Customs Conference in 1930. TanganYika 
and Uganda may seoede from such economic union 
as now obtains. The Government ha9. therefore. ap
pointed a Tariff Committee to consider if the customs 
union should be maintained. if protective duties 
should be oontinued. and how to reconcile oustoms 
union between the three territories with protection 
for Kenya settlers' production. 

The Indians in Kenya and Tanganyika com-· 
plain that not only Is the tariff polioy manipulated 
to give 'proteotion to Kenya settlers. but that the 
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· _stoms duties on artioles oonsumed by Indians are 
.neavier; that artioles of Indian oonsumption are 

· discriminated against. 
The membership of the Kenya Tariff Committee 

.. inoludes, besides oertain offioiale, all the eleoted 
members of tbe looal Legislative Counoil. Whioh 
mean. eleven European members and one Indian, 

· the Hon. Mr. A. H. Malik. The Indian Assooiation 
was asked to nominate a member; but it declined to 

·doso because the Government declined to acoede to 
its request for five Indian members. Mr. J. B. Pandya 
was nomillated in virtue of bis offioe as the Presi-

··dent of the Mombasa Indian Chamber of Commerce. 
While on the subjeot of the Chambers of Com

loeroe, it may be mentioned that membership is open 
·to both Indians and Europeans. But Indians have 
not joined them in any numbers. rhis is not., how-

· ever, due to any spirit of non-oo,operation. The pro
,oeedings of the Chambers are oonduoted in the 
English language which most Indian merohants are 

· unable to express themselves in, even if they under-
stood it. Secondly, the subsoriptions are oonsidered 

• ·to be too high. It is also said that the topios that 
·come up for disoussion in the Chambers do not 
·'Vitally affeot the Indian merohant. On these 
grounds is defended the organisation of Indian 

--Cbe' bers, not in opposition to, but as supplementary 
, -to, the Chambers of Commerce. 

REYIEWS. 

AMERICA AND THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
'THE WORLD TALKS IT OVER. By BURR 

PRIOE. (Read Menkle Co., New York.) 1927. 
7~ " 5. pp. 308. $1-7i. 

""THill writer, Mr. Burr Price, is a journalist who has 
:been in olose touoh with leaders of the international 
1l880e movement both in Europe and the United 

· States for the past ten years. He tells the story of 
. how the idea of the League of Nations gradually 
grew up in the world, partioularly in the minds of 

··thoughtful AmerioaDs, how the war of 1914-18 
· brought the 'matter to an issue and how by the wise 
and patient work of hundreds and thousands of 
people oonneoted with and interested in the League 
. sinoe ih foundation the whole world has begun to 
·~onoern itself with the problem of international 
. peaoe and oo.operation. 

. The book leaves upon the mind one very sad 
··impression. Obviously, the writer is an enthusiast. 
He takes a legitimate pride in the number of Ameri
-(lllns who by their deep humanitadan feeling, their 
-cosmopolitan sympathies and their far· reaching 
vision, prepared the way for the great step taken by 

·their noble President, Woodrow Wilson, during and 
at the olose of the war. He rejoioes at the inoreasing 
number of Amerioans who are giving time, thought 
and money without stint to further tho activities of 
the Lea@ue. He notes with pathetio minuteness 
every offioial advance made by the Government of 
his oountry towards partioipation in those aotivities. 
But not yet is tile United States a member of the 
League. During these past eight years larga.minded 
Amerioans suoh as he must have felt their p&trlotism 
.strained to the utmost. 

Mr. Blllr Prioe is very frank. We learn from 
,his pagss that the United States at first refused to 

have anything to do with the work of the AdvisolT 
Committee on the Opium Traffic, that to the Con
ference on Communications and Transit which 
paved the way for international agreements regard
ing ports, waterways, railways and airways in 
Europe, America declined to send a delegate, that the 
Washington Government held up the· operation of 
the newly-devised Mandates System for two years, 
that it put ohsboles in the way even of the Health 
Organisation, that in 1921 it refused to join a ·Con
ference on Traffic in Women and Children, and that. 
although the World Court is an institution long 
deemed essential by American state!men, a"lld al
though it has heen functioning for five and a half 
years, the United States is not yet a mamber of it. 
With what intense pain the writer must have 
brought himself to record these faots I 

One reason. why he sets forth the facts so faith
fully is that he helieves in puhlioity and in the 
wholesome and healing inftuenoe of the white light 
of truth. He quotes from a Memorandum of the 
League of Nations Council : 

II Publioity baa for a long time bean oonsidered as a 
sourOe of moral strength in ,the adminiatration of 
national law. It should equally strengthen the laws and 
engagements whioh Bxist between nations.'-
It is the main the:ne of his book that the frank 

and open discussion of all questions is the surest 
means of discovering the solution, and of making 
that solution effective. Let us hope his plain speak
ing will help his oountry to ahandon her policy of 
isolntion. Meanwhile, we cannot but sympathise 
with him and his fellow-workers who are doing 
everything in their power to popularise the Leagne, 
and let us give thanks for the faot that they are· a 
steadily inoreasing number . 

Another and a more agreeable impression whioh 
this hook leaves upon the mind is that the good work 
already aocomplished by the League of Nations· is 
almost beyond reokoning, so numerous are its 
ramifioations into all spheres of humau life, and even 
more incalc\11able is the evil it-: has preveuted. Criti-
0801 as the past years have been sinoe the war ended • 
in our relief from war strain we have remained 
unconsoious of many perils from whioh the League 
of Nations provided the way of escape. We may 
have a vague reoolleotion that in 1923 war was 
imminent between Italy and Greeoe, and in 1925 
between Greeoe and Bulgaria. But there were otlier 
oooasions when delioate situations developed, any 
one of whioh might have issued in war, not n eces
sarily on a small soale, had it not been for the silent. 
tactful and persevering labonr of peace-makers whose 
work proved effeotive solely beoause of the maohinery 
brought into existence by the League of Nations. 

N ct very often does the writer allow himself 
the luxury of a vivid pioture. One of the few places 
where he reveals something of the romanoe that lias 
behind the League work is in his aocount of the 
speed with whioh the Greoo-Bulgarian incident jus~ 

referred to was settled: 
II The Oounoil "'&8 summoned aD Qat;obet IS. 1915. r()~ 

aa." ahet the killing:. of a Greek lentry b,. • Bulgeriallt; 
.. oldieI' on the botder lina between the two nationa. Fae 
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a. few days a Dew BRlkan war seemed a oertainty. Realis
ing the diaastrous possibilities, officials of the League 
were watohing the situation with anxiety and, acoorcling .. 
11. when Bulgaria protested against the invasion of ber 
territory. the Secretary-General prooeeded inatantane" 
ously to do his duty, whioh was to 'forthwith BUmmOD a 
meeting of the Council.' Within an hour after receiving 
the Bulgarian telegram, Sir Eric Drummond had telephon
ed M. Briand. of France, who bad been President of tht' 
Council during its last session and who was therefore 
sti nits aotive head. 

.. M. Briand telegraphed the two Governments to the 
effect that 'not only no further military movements shall 
be undertaken, but that troops shall at once retire behind 
their respective frontiers.' In response to the special 
summons, the members of the Council dropped all other 
affairs and literally ran to the meeting. Ooe of them 
went by airplane." 

.. The Oounoil met at Paris at six: o'clock on October 26. 
This was seven days a[ter the first episode. Represents· 
ti\'es of the two Governments were heard. Then the 
COI1Dcil adopted a resolution requesting them 'to inform it 
within twenty~four bOUfS that the Bulgarian and Greek 
Go\'ernments have given uncC'ndition81 orders to their 
troops to withdraw behind their respective frontiers, and 
within sixty b.ours that all troops have been withdrawn 
within the national frontiers; that all hostilities have 
censed and that all troops have been warned that the re-
3umption of firing will be visited with severe punil!lhment: 

" These stipulations Were complied with in the speci 
fied time. and the danger was over. 

" Since this incident. the Greco-Bulgarian affair has 
been repeatedly referred to by bistorians as a typifioation 
of the changing spirit of Europe to-day under the League 

of Nations." 

On the whole, the hook is nn exhaustive and 
useful, if somewhat matter-of-fact, summary. Some 
of its pages are disfigured by lists of names and 
other exce,sive detail. Still, as a work of reference, 
the volume is valuable. And occasionally with a 
minimum of words a faot is driven home that will 
repay much pondering over. For example, the 
League's annual budget for eight separate years is 
quoted, after which there is one brief paragraph 
closing that particular chapter: 

.. The world at the present time is srending on anna· 
ments ~SOO rni11ion dollars annually. This sum would 
maintain t.he Lrague of Nations for approximately 758 
years. 

And we pride ourselves upon our twentieth oentury 
intelligence I 

A. R. Low. 

AN INSIDE VIEW OF THE SINN FEI.'{ 
MOVEMENT. 

IRELAND'S SECRET SERVICE IN ENGLAND. 
By EDWARD M. BRADY. (The Talbot Press, 
Dublin.) 7J,1 x 5. pp. 160. 3s. 6d. 

THE uuthor deserves to be oongratulated on the pro
duction of this admirable little book, dealing briefly 
with the growth and development of the movement 
known 8S Sinn Fein and largely with its aotivities 
in Enr-:land. The book is wl'itten in suob a simple 
and luoid style that it may be confidently said that 
it has fow equals. Into the limited spaoe available 
is condensed a great deal of information about the 
movement and its aotivities and the author's expe
rience of the British polioe and jail offioers. The 
author himself was one of the most important mem
bers of tbe movement and had taken a prominent 
Jlart in some of the most daring exploits and opera-

tions in England. He was himself an ex.pol~' 
offioial. It is tberefore in the fitness of tbings tba" 
he should ohroniole his vast experience and tbe 
several episodes he has chosen to narrate in this 
little book are not only thrilling but also interesting. 

The organization oonsisted of young, strong, 
desperate and brave men whose motto WaS "Tbeirs is 
not to make reply; theirs not to reason why; tbeirs 
but to do or die" and who stuck at notbing to achieve 
tbeir objeot. It was an assooiation trained to obedi
ence, promptness, co-operation and self-sacrifioe • 
The number of suoh men was not large, but their 
readiness for action and tbeir grim determination 
are wortb emulation. They were pioked men. They 
underwent rigid training. They were watohed and 
tested. Tbey were made to understand that if they 
sbowed the slightest inkling to tbe official world of 
their organisation or activities or gave room for even 
the sligbtest suspicion a. to tbeir bona fides, their 
lives were in jeopardy. Regular meetings were held 
at wbich each man's duties were well impressed on 
his mind and .,lans in furtherance of their object laid 
out. A 11 possible precautions for seoreoy were taken, 
viz., observers were stationed at places of advantage 
and even Ilt police stations and'women were employ-
ed as spies. -

The book is divided into fourteen ohapte_-~\!?Iir;:~ 
first cbapter is devoted to giving the readers an 
idea of the movement itself, its object, its growth and 
its ramifications. How the autbor became a member 
of the movement, how be rose to a most important 
place in tbe movement and what the exploits of tbe
movement were-all tbis is described in the 
remaining cbapters. 

In figbting for the freedom of tbeir country the 
members of tbe Sinn Fein movement had reoourse 
to several ways and means, Their policy of violen<:9' 
and their terrorist methods cannot appeal to all, but It 
may be doubted ifin their absence the movemen would 
have succeeded in drawing the pointed attention of 
the British people to the Irish problem. And from this
poi nt of view .. portion of tbe credit for ~he eventual 
solution of the problem must go to tblS movement. 

Inoidentally tbe autbor pays a high oompliment 
to the English Police with wbom he came into 
contact very often. He praises them for their devo
tion to duty, their scrupulous ?bed!ence of orders •. 
rules and conventions and their high sense of tbe 
saoredness of property and of life and their humane 
treatment of persons with whom tbey bad to deal. In 
his opinion, the Sootland Yard police is i~macula~e 
and impeccable and the author has all praise for It. 
His deECription of the jail adminimati~n is an~hing 
but s,tisfBctory. All tbe same the book IS exceedmgly 
readable. 

T. VENKOBA RAO. 

AWAKENING OF INDIAN WOMEN. 
WOMAN AWAKENED. By G. SUMATI BAI 

(Tagore & Co. Madras.) 1928. 714 x 5 pp. 125-
Re 1. 

'-::;;,TOMAN Awakenred" is the first wbiffof hot breath 
after centuries of' sickly acquieEceDce in tyranny, 
divine 88 well a8 masculine, that tbe Indian woman 
is blowing, just a mild cracker if you like, but an 
earnest of a dangercus explosion to follow. Man'S' 
anxiety to tighten the vioious psychological chains, 
he has forged for her restraint ami biB zEal 10 oreate 
more lest tbe world sbculd be flecded with "sin", has. 
disillusioned her at last. Sbe bas suddenly opened 
her- eyes to tbe fact Ibat her vaunted "obastity" is 
devoid of virlue in so far as sbe rraetised it under
the Democles' sword of her jealous lord here Oil 
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·earth. It has also I,eoome painfully clear to her that 
in cultivating a desperate adherenoe to man, dead 
or alive, sbe has beoome an inoorrigible parasite and 
has thus irreparably lost what is a precious posses
$Ion to a human being-a distinot personality. Her 
helplessness was man's supreme opportunity. Origi
nally 6ndiug woman by ohoioo playing the part of 
a housekeeper, he immediately set about evolving a 
.morality calculated to bring her within the definition 
of property. For his own part, he took suffioient 
Clare to retain for himself reasonable freedom to 
steer olear of all "moral" obligations. There was a 
law within the law whioh took into aooount his 
insatiable thirst for variety. Having laid down that 
eduoation was a bane to "ohastity", he took advan-
1&ge of her supreme 'ignoranoe by reduoing her to 
the level of a beast of domestio burdens. He little 
realised the danger of orippling her interasts so, for 
having but one sordid oonoern in life, she sC!ught 
diversion in saturating herself with S01: Ideas 
and enveloping the whole of life with them in all 
sinister ways. Thus has oome Into currenoy ~ sox
fogged morality whioh has built for security a 
jungle of taboos wherefrom to 6ght its fullthroated 
battles with "immoralities." "Morality guarantees 
:the bread and butter" of the wife and for all the 

&g'mm!!r of the anoient Indian woman, that Miss 
8umati Bai Sings, C. E. M. Joad z~ys that "through
out the reoorded history of civilisation, the only raoog 

• nised way for a woman to make her living has been 
through her body. Her body being one saleable 
asset, she oould employ it in either of the ·two ways. 
She oould seU the use of itto one man for an inde
.finite period or she oould lease It to a numb.r of men 
for short or striotly regulated periods. Tbe 6rst 
method is known as marriage; the seoond is pro
stitution". Never having tried her hand at remu
nerative labour, "the really nioe WOlD an." observes 
..Toad, "feels instinotively that the only deoent way 
for her to live is on the earnings of some man," 
Inseperable attaohment is what the masterful man 
demanded of her for the trouble he took of keeping 
her fed, olothed and pampered. Fear of losing this 
single souroe of livelihood, makes her moral and 
the same "has lert woman no other alternative but 
oonoubinage (married or unmarried) or starvation." 
In India, exaept in Malabar, she oocupies a most 
dagrading position. 

Unfortunately the little awakening, that we see 
in the Indian woman and to whioh Sumati Bai 
bears testimony, is still so nebulous. She is busy 
refuting hoary arguments, and patitiolling for small 
meroies auoh as freedom to marry late, if a widow 
to remsrry, the right to ohoose her husband and to 
eduoate herself. She has not soared higher for she 
laoks assertion and wings. Her eoonomio depen
denoe on man also makos it ineuperably diffioult for 
her to do so, and disobedienoe, of heavenly law 
means aoute suffering for her. The future of Indian 
womanhood Is on that aocount glomy. Thore is 
stupendous reoreative work before her whioh she 
alotle must do. Self-determination is what she must 
seoure for her-self before she ventures into the 
deeper waters of the struggla against the oombined 
foroes of religion and man. The old sooial oon
solenoe is a mensce to the future well-being of the 
800iety. There is a orying need for a rational mora
lity whioh does not require, an external authority to 
-IInforce it. 

It. VENUGOPAL RAa. 

SHORT NOTICES. '. THE MASHONA. By CHARLES BULLOCK. ( Jut .. 
& Co., Cape Town.) 1928. 8~ x 5!)4. pp. 

400. Us. 6d. . 
THE present volume is .. very valuable. contrib~tion 
to tbe study of Afrioan ethnology, as It mateYially 
adds to the eum of our knowledge of the Native 
paople of Southern Rhodesia. It is an unvarnished 
reoord of observations made by a soienti60 observer 
w~o as the Native Comm~ione~ and Exami,!er I 

in Native Customs snd AdmInIstration for RhodeSIa. 
has had the bes~possible opportunities for observation 

. and enquiry and 1\as utilised his opportunities to 
the full. It is a thou.and pities that we have no such 
offioer for our aboriginal trBcts in Indis. From the 
examination of anoient humBn remains, it has been 
Bscertained that a people of ohBraoteristios similar 
to those of the present·day Mashona'lived in South 
Rhodesia about lOOO J ears ago. The Mallhona are '" 
Bantu or Negroid people. In this volume the MashoRs 
is depioted in his own environment, his sooietal snd 
religious system is luminously explBined in, the 
light of intimate koowledge; Bnd al~ th~se 
inner influenoes which may be oaned hIS sOOlal 
heritage as weU as o~tside influenoes. from 
different sourOes whose Impaot on oenturIes-old 
entrenchments of sooial inhibitions and organised 
superstition has been produoing notable rasults, are 
sought to be traoeoi and analysed a~ best as pos~ible. 
The key-note of the Mashona's sooletal system IS the 
wish for a son to Darry on his life. The oonception, 
of the spirit which is to him of paramount impor
tanoe in the unseen world, is an anoestral spirit whioh 
is one with his fathers, and one with all his anoestors, 
baok to the Wakuru of old. There is a oontinuity and 
summation of the ancestralessenoes in his Mudzimllo, 
the spirit of his forefathers. This idea of con
tinuity in spirit life has its oounterpart in hi~ oon
oeption of physical life. His son will be blmse!!. 
And to that end his sooiet .. l system has been buUt 
up. The Mashona family is governed by a 
patriarohal org .. uisation whioh reoognizes polygalD y 
but abhors promiscuity and polyandry. Tbe degr~d
Ing local oustOtll of mlillini among the ManYlka 
and kindred tribes is not true polyandry but rather 
a perversion of polygamy. It imposes a speoial 
status on oertain women, in so far as they have no 
reoognill1ed husbands, but bear ohildren who beoome 
the .. property" of their neph~ws. The. author 
provides us with a wealth of materIal regardmg the 
ethnography of the Mashona, and the book: ~ill 
form a valuable addition to the anthropologISt's 
library. ' 

• S. C. Roy. 

ULSTER: ITS ARCHA.EOLOGY AND ANT/QUI 
TIES. By HENRY CAlRNES LAWLOR. (R. 
Carsw~lI & Son, Belfast.) 1928. 9~" 7:\4, PP. 
224. 

THIS is an interesting book written in a p3pula r 
style on a proverbb.lly dry sUbiaot. It has gro~n, 
as the author tells us in the prefaoe, out of a SIll'l~S 
of 'talks' to sohools broadoastedand printsd by the 
British Broadoasting Corporation. 

In the first three ohapt ... tha author has given 
a luoid aooount of the setting in which ~arly man 
settled in Northern Ireland and the suooesslvo pb".su 
of neolithio, brODIn, megalithic and .1ak,e-dwellmg 
oulture. The 6rst 6) pages ara full.of mterast for 
the general student of early hnmanlty. Thus the 
dolmens of Northern Ireland have ~~elr oounter-~ 
parts in tha dolmens of Belgaum, BllsPur, 'hnd :h9

s Hyderabad Decoan. In tlte subaequen' 0 ap er 
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dealing with the spread of Christianity in Ireland 
under 1St. Patrick and St. Columoille, Bnd the age of 
powerful monasteries, the Indian student may com· 
pare the similar, though more pacific, growth of 
Buddhism in his own land. Though on6 may not 
expect the splendour of the Buddhist universities of 
Nalanda and Vikramsila in the Irish prototypes, it 
is interesting to learn that the teaching in the Irish 
monasteries of the arts of writing illuminating man
uscripts, metal.working and stone· carving raised it 
to such a high level that it has been called the gold
en age of Irish Art. The latter part of the boc k 
devotes itself to the buildings of the post-Norman 
period, mostly oastles and churches, in connection 
with which a good deal of looal history has had to 
be incorporated. The printing and get up of the 
book are satisfactory. An important omission which 
would he keenly felt by readers outside Northern 
Ireland is that of a map showing the various anti
quarian places referred to in the book. In some 
places the treatment shows how the author is working 
under a handicap by deliberately restricting his 
choioe to Northern Ireland instead of the whole 
of Ireland. On the whole, the book would well 
repay perusal and we would commend it to the 
notice of ev~ry student of culture. 

ORIENTALIST. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
COMPULSORY THEISM. 

To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT of INDIA. 

Sir,-I find that Principal Gokhale, the protagonist of 
compulsory theism, has taken an opportunity to 
sneer at me in passing in the course of his pitiful 
attempt to reply to my brother. I hope, therefore, 
that you will allow me some space. 

Even from a man who has not studied Logic, 
one might expect some common sense, but when 
Mr. Gokhale flagrantly contradicts himself hy 
advocating compulsion in the name of Toleratiou, 
he shows a lack of this quality. He says, for in
stance, in his letter to you, "I therefore put 'tOlf
rance' as the first virtue to be oultivated by learning 
to look at Truth or God, as I call it, from every 
possible point of view." Apart from the faot that to 
call truth God is a libel on Truth, I agree with him. 
In fact Mr. Gokhale's pose as a champion of tole
:rance is a sheer pretence. It is precisely he who IS 
intolerant of atheism, as he says furtber on that he 
is not willing to set apart a day' for atheism in his 
programme. Even the most bigoted theist will admit 
that atheism must be included in the expression 
"every possible point or'view". But Mr. Gokhale 
does not want every possiQie point of view though he 
says so. He is not tolerant of atheism. Nobody is 
intolerant of his views. He Bud his tribe are perfectly 
!ree to believe what they please and to imagine as 
many gods as they' please, the more the merrier. 
Let them also leave other people free to helieve what 
they please. 

In proof of the efficacy of prayer, Mr. Gokhale 
cites what he oalls a fact, proving that he does not 
know what a fact is in soientifio language. Taking 
it for granted that Dr. Barnardo prays for money, 
lind that he gets cheques from' generous donors, 
there is nothing in this to show that these things are 
cause and effect. My father colleots funds for his 
institutions, but he does not sit down to pray for 
:money, and still money comes. What does this show? 

That money may oome even without prayer. I BUp..

pose it would continue to come even if my father' 
prayed for it I If this proves anything, it proves. 
that Dr. Barnardo is simpleton enough to believe 
in the efficacy of prayer, or that there sre other. 
simpletons in the world besides Mr. Gokhale. One 
curious thing about this so-called faot is that God 
apparently does nothing for the result produced 
sccording to Mr. Gokhal e. Dr. Barnardo sends 
thought waves, they strike someborly who sends 
cheques, and what does God do in all this? I sup. 
pose he is a kind reflector of thought· waves in the 
direction of the donors. One is curious to know 
what thought-waves are made of and what god is 
made of, to be a good reflector. 

The absurdity of an Omnipotent and Benevolent 
God is patent to anyone who thinks. He must be 
either Wicked or Impotent since he has not abolish
ed evil. These funny people belonging to various 
new.fangled religious seots think that they have im. 
proved upon orthodoxy by reducing the number of 
gods to one. If there is any merit in reducing the 
number, is it not better still to reduce it to zero? 

It is liS easy to prove the existenoe of three gods. 
lind a half as of one god, since neither can be proved. 
Only the chaos in the world would be much.~'tc,.-:' 
explained on the supposition of many gods than of 
one; but religion is dogmatism, not reason. 

I only wish Mr. Gokhale's pamphlet was widely 
distributed. It is a much stronger argument against 
his own views than anything that we can write. 

Yours etc. 
R. D. KARVE. 

Bombay, May 12. 
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