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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

AFTER ocompleting the reoordings of evideace i:; this
_ country, the 8Simon ommission
ggm‘::fo:'. the cniled for England or Saturday _last.

Looking back over the seven months
of the Commission's stay in this country, we can-
not gay India had very happy memories about the
time they spent amongst us. Their visits to different
places were attended by demonstrations which
should have left nobody in doubt that the Commis-
sioners were unwelcome and unwanted guests in
this land. The steps taken by the police to put
down such demonstrations or at any rate to prevent
them from coming under the Commission’s observa-
tion had most unfortunate results,. Whatever tha
verdiot of the official inquiry, Indian opinion will
never ceace to arsociate the death of Lala Lajpat Rai
with the Commiszion’s visit to the oapital of the
Punjab nor will it easily forget the rough handling
recelved by some prominent citizena of Lucknow at
the hands of the police on the occasion of the
Commigsion's arrival there or even the insults which
a staunch friend of Government like the Maharaja of
Mahmudabad among many others had to put up with
in that conneotion. The fact that the Commission
had some seven hundred and odd memoranda sub-
mitted to it has been duly advertised. Fut apart from
the official evidence which must be oharactericed aa
the best evidence tendered before the Commission, it
is an clear aa the noonday sun that the Commission
suffered from & lack of non-official evidence worth the
same. Ingeaying this we do not forget that some
extreme communalists, both Hinda and M ahomedan,
«lid appear before the Commission and acquainted it

writh their views as to the next atep in constitutional !

progress. Deputations composed of such people and
others whom it pays to ba in the good books of the
Government and who would give anything to retain
the favour of Qovernment did wait upon the
Chairman at the different places wvisited by the
Commigsion and there was also no laok of “ hearty
recoptions * and farewells to Sir John Simon snd
his oolleagues. But the Commission must be
extraordinarily dull-wittead not to see that thess
were specially gott up for the ooccasion by

' Government officials and heir henchmen. Anyhow

the Commission cannot have failed to take
mental note of the faet that not a single front-
rank politician in India with the exception of
oourse of 8Sir Mshomed Shafi bhad anything
to do with it—a positive proof of the great
success that hag attended the movement for its boy-
cott. If there was any doub$ in anybody’s mind on
the point, it ought to be dispelled by the refusal of
the Assembly, the most representative body in the
Iand, to cooperate with the Commission in any shape -
or form. The fact that some provineial eouncils did
eleot committees to co-operate with the Commission
ought not to deceive any body, for, as has so often
been pointed out, their election became possible only
with the help of the official bioc. The work of .the
Commission did attract some notice in the begin-
ning ; but soon their proceedings ceased to execiie
any publio interest and to figure in Indian-edited
journals, thanks to their resolve to boycott even its
proceedings, No wonder that the Commission’s
departure last week was unnotioed exoopt by a few
Hindu and Mahomedan scommunalists and by psople
who stand to gain by being on the right side of the
Government,
* * * ~

MR. MUuNsHI'S Bill toamend the Land Revenue Code.
' .. which has been receuntly published
lf;:'lll Munshi's deserves serious consideration at

’ the hands of the Bombay Counoil,

Mr. Munshi points out in the statement of objects
that the processes of recovering land revenus
have been made more stringent by the rules made
under section 214, Hae therefore proposes to ourtail
the powers of Government and thua lessen the
rigour of theso procesees, One pection is intended
to deprive the aollector of the power of forfeiting the
whole ocoupancy for small arrears snd authorises
the forfeiture of only such part of the ocoupancy as
may be necessary to realize the arrears, The present
powerisused to make arrears impossible by threaten-
ing wholesale confiscation. - Another section removes
the power of the Government to forfeit land and sell
it for any price at their disoretion and restricts
them to the ordinary methods of- recovering. claims
known to civil law. A third section proposes that
orders should be given in a specifio form so as fo
give the necessary formelity to the act of the
revenue officer whereas at present orders in ordinary
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correspondence cre trented ag valid orders. Alto-
gether the object of the Bill is to give greater
security to the tenure of the holder of the land by
making the recovery of the land revenue a remedy
of & civil nature. As we have repeatedly pointed out,
it is high time that the basic principles underlying
the assessment of land revenue were embodied
in an act of the Legislature instead of being
left to the tender mercies of the revenue suthorities.
Unless the land revenue is fixed in accordance with
definite rules put in black and whife, fhe dissatis-
faction with the policy of assessment will grow in
volume and produce a crop of difficulties of the sort
that we have experienced during the last few years.
The holder will be more inclined to acquiesce in a
claim for revenue which he knows to have beaen
sanctioned by the legislative body wbich consists of
representatives who are there to safeguard the inter-
ests of his class There will thus be a greater
accession of moral weight behind the demand for a
roasonable share of the net assets of the land, The
dissatisfaction with the drastic methods of recovery
of the land revenue of which Mr. Munshi’s Bill is
symptomatic s bound fo disappear if the assess-
ment is moderate and in agreement with the
rayats’ own sense of propriety. The whole
TLand Revenue Code must be rehauled at the
enrliest opportunity and provisions in it which
are detrimental to the well-being of the agricultural
population must be amended or removed as the case
may bte. Mr, Munshi's Bill is based on the
experiences revealed in the recent Bardoli enquiry
made by non-official agency and has therefore a

solid basis on whioch to rest.
* * *

THE Hindu of Madras has published s summary of
the Hartog Committee’s Report; judg-
ing by it the Report bids fair to be a
helpful and suggestive document,
The desire on the part of leaders of public opinion to
grapple with the complex problems of education is
frankly admnitted ; and the Councils are praised for
voting large additional expenditure for education.
The Committea could not help noting the appalling
waste in primary eduocation which has been the
theme of many an educational report. It is a sorry
spectacle that the disparity in education and literacy
betweon men and women is actually increasing. The
Reporb advises the Universities to regard the training
of broad-minded and self-reliant citizens ss one of
their primary functions. The Report emphasizes the
fact that many of the university students are not
fitted by capscity for higher education and suggests
that they should seek other careers. The Comuwmittes
think that the Central Government should be the
means of coordinating the educational experience of
the different provinces and should also be enabled
constitutionslly to make good the financial deficien-
cies of less prosperous provinces. The Committee are
not satisfied with the existing relations between Pro-
vincial Governments and local bodies whereby the
Ministers have little control over primary education,
An inorease in the inspecting staff is recommended
for the sake of more effective supervision; consider-
ing the importance of the education of the girls as
the education of the future mothers it is claimed.
that priority should now be given to the olaims of
girls’ education in every new scheme., With regard
t0 Muslim education the Committee note that in the
higher stages their numbers become smaller and
smaller so that in the universities their proportion to
the total of students is reduced to under 13 per cent.
‘The majority of the Committee snggest that Provin-
cial Governments should ocarefully oconsider the
question of the reservation of a suitable number of
places for Muslims in publicly managed institutions,

Hartog Report.

We ars not sure howaver whether this would not be
& retrograde step. Wo have no objsction however to
the Committee's suggestion o provide for religious
instruction for Muslims in public schools, although
it might lead to the retort that the religious educalion
of the pupils of other religions is unprovided for.

* » *

IN an article contributed to the National Chrisian
Council Review, which is a repro-
duction of a paper read before the
Agra Conference, Rev. John
Mackenzie discusses very ably
some recent aapects of the conscience clause. Prin-
cipal Mackenzie emphasizes the right of the state to
change its policies and alter its terms of agreement
with the bodies whose cooperation it seeks in the
work of education. He proposes that the effects of
the voluntary system, in which attendance at sorip-
ture classes is optional, should be carefully consider-
ed ; and if the effects are unsatisfactory it should be
found ouf whether the system is inherenfly vicious
or whether local causes are responsible for the result.
Principal Mackenzie says that he has begun to doubf
whether the position that without opportunity of
teaching religion, Missionary Colleges and Schools
could not justify their educational work is sound.
The personal influence of a truly Christian teacher
on his pupils is more important in his opinion than
the religious leseons and even under a conscience
clause & missionary institution can do a world of
good in various other ways. As for the work of
commending the Christian religion, he believes that
the work could be done better if all feeling of com-
pulsion is removed, As a practical teacher he frank-
Iy admits that many of his students would be far
better employed in some other useful study during
the scripture hour, It is a well kaown fact that
many of the students in the mission colleges are in-
different to religious teaching ; and he thinks there is
a strong oase for a change of policy with regard to
insistence on attending the scripture class. Judging
from the currents of political thought he feels sure
that some form of a consoience clause will be adopt-
od throughout India and he is quite rightin thus
judging the situation. He asks why the mission
colleges should waik to take action before they are
pushed by Government from their present position if
they are convinced that the voluntary method is
sound. The impression that would be created by
the adoption of & conscience clause dictated by the
state would, in his opinion, ba prejudicial to the mis-
sionary organizations. He pleads therefore for the
adoption of the voluntary system of relizious teach-
ing on their own initiative by the educational institu-
tions controlled by Christian missions. A farther
reason for the adoption of a conscience clause urged
by him is that the olause would b2 neaded in fature
for the protection of the Christian pupils in case
they would be obliged to take part in acts of mnon-
Christian worship. We do not know if there are many
instanoes of this sort of eompulsion referred fo by
him. If however ths solitary instance quoted by
him proves to be well authenticated, the authorities
of the College in question ought to be compalled by
the Minister to give up the practice. It is good
however that missionary bodies have recognized
the futility as well as the illogical character of
ocompulsory religious teaching.

- . *
A PERUSAL of the report on the progress of edica-
tion in Bihar and Orissa for 1927-8

shows that there was an increass of
over 500 in the number of educa-

jonal institutions attended by an inoreass of ove r

.

The Conscience
Clause.

Education in
Bihar.
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38,000 in the number of pupils, the increase being
largely in the primary stage. The increass however
is not shared by all districts some of whioh records
fall in the number of pupils in schools. E. g in
Gaya we find that the decrease was tha greatest,
owing, among other things, to the strange order pass-
od by the District Board “imposing a fine on gurus of
eight annas for each pupil failing to pass the annual
examination at the end of the course in class I after
two years’ study.” This order naturally led to a
number of withdrawals who would otherwise have
added to the number of pupils in school. The level
of literacy in the province has not yét gone beyond
6-11, which is very unsatiefactory. But far more
unsatisfactory is the state of female education. The
percentage of literacy among females was -69 in
1926-7 which in the year under report had become
‘71. Even a cursory glanoce at the statistiosrelating
to female education is sufficient to oconvince any
unprejudiced observer that some port of stagnation
has overtaken female eduoation, for in the year
under report the inoremse in the number of girls
studying in primary schools was a paliry 300! Com-
menting last year on the quinquennial report of
the provinee we had emphasised the deplorably back-
ward condition of female education ; but the educa-
tionab authorities of the province do not yet appesr
to have awakeped fo s proper apprecistion of its
necessity for national advance. It is high time they
did 80 and put forth the most strenuous efforis of
which they are capable for its wide diffusion.

Compulsory educstion is still confired to & few
areas and its development is handioapped by paucity
of funds. There is a general tendency to svoid un-
plessantness due to prosecutions for non.compliance
with the provisions of the Compulsory Act, nor do
local bodies appear to have a proper appreciation of
their responsibilities under the Act. Thue in a
certain area out of 189 boys of achool-age only 110
were enrolled, two more achocls being required to
provide for the balance. Thelocal body concerned
however appeared to be in no hurry to arrange for
this nor fo appoint an attendance officer. Primary
education was made free in ome distriot but the
district unfortunately found itseif unahle to provide
for the educational needs of the additional number
of pupils, Then, in some distriots extraordinary
delay has taken place in the payment of ealaries to
teachers, these remaining unpaid for gix months at a
stretoh. In so far as this was due to want of funds,
it can be excused ; but where it was due to sheer
want of businesslike methods in the management of
pul}ilio business by local bodies, it is simply inexcu.
sable,

Adult education must have suffered a setback in
the yeur owing to the number of night schools having
decreased from 802 to 739 with a fall in the number
of pupile from 17,581 015,741, The schools do not
appear to be particularly popular eand the fact that
they have continued to exist unaided is regarded as
a hopeful pign. The teachers are paid in kind and
no fees are charged.

A tabular statement very useful for purposes of
oomparative study and one which we should like to
see appended to the eduoation reports of all the pro-
wvinces is the one which shows by distriots the per-
oentages of Indian children at school to Indian
ohildren of school age. From this it appears that
Balasore heads the list with 80406 per cent. of the
total number of children at school ; while among the
five divisions of the provinoce Orissm with 276 per
«aont. is the most advanced.

» + *

THE ORDINANCE.

THE Public Safety Bill, whose further passage through
the Legislative Assembly was obstructed by the
ruling of the Hon'ble the President, has now issued
in the form of an Ordinance of the Governor General.
It is now law of the land, though in this case it is
the executive instead of the legislative authority
which has sanotioned it. But it must be confessed
that this particular executive daecree will not be re-
garded generally with the opprobrium which such.
deorees usually bring upon them, for its prinociple
had been accepted by the Assembly and it ia well
known that it would have passed through its final
stages but for the President’s ruling, and that in the
Council of State 1t would only have received en-
thusgiastic support. All this has to be conceded,
though we have ourselves never varied in our opposi-
tion to the Bill. Our position remains the seme as
before, that Government have not yet proved the
need for additional power for dealing with such foreign
Bolshevic agents as may succeed in esosping the
meshes of the passport regulations. No such agents
can leng rerain in the country and carry on their
activities for the overthrow of organised government
by force without laying themselves open at a hundred
points for ineiting to violence or actually resorting to
violence. If they do this they oan be indicted under
the ordinary law. If they do not they are probably
quiescent folk who, however dangerous their creed
is, do not do much to give it practical shape, and
may for that reason be left alone. They will most
asguredly be under the constant watch of the police,
and it is inconoeivable that these hotgospellers of
violence will be able to develop their activities to
sny sericus extent without committing some crime
or other, for which they can instantly be hauled up
in & court of law under the normal processes. It
must be precisely this reascning which has weighed
with British statesmen who have never thought of
arming their executive with exceptional powers
likke those sought by the Publio Safety Bill or now
conferred by the Ordinance. We have not therefore
thought it neceasary to abate ona jot or tittle of our
oppogition to the measura,

This of course is the fundamental fssue; but for
the moment the President’s intervention with a
threaf to rule out the motion for taking the Select
Committee’s Report into oconsideration—a threat
which later was duly executed—ocoupied far higher
place in the public attention. But essentially it is a
matter of small consequence. We do not feel quali-
fied to deal with the question of proosdure that was
raiced by the President, but, viewing the matter from
8 commonsense point of view, we do not think that
the President’s action in ruling out the motion was
quite fair. We feel conatrained to make this remark
just because of our unalterable opposition to the
principle of the Bill. The comments of members of
the Assombly and newspapers on the point of arder
have generally taken the complexion of their views
on the merita of the Bill, though the two maitters are
quite different, and there is no reason why the oppo- '
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nenfs of the Bill should invariably uphold the Presi-
dent’s ruling and the supporters of the Bill should
oppose it We - have noticed only two exceptions
to this general tendency among newspapers: the
Indian Daily Mail and the Pioneer, though with
Government on the merits of the Bill, are the former
temperately and the latter viclenfly with the Presi-
dent on the question of the ruling. On the other
hand, there is Mr. Jinnah, who, while no less strong-
1y opposed to the Bill than Pandit Nehru or Pandit
Malaviyn, finds himself unable to endorse the Presi-
dent’s ruling. The essential question to consider is,
whether it is or is not possible to discuss the merits
of the Bill without involving oneself in a discussion
of the points that have been referred to the magistrate
in the Meerut case for adjudication. 1t is the conten-
tion, of Government that it is quite possible to do so,
while the President maintains that it is altogether
impossible to have any real discussion of the Bill
consistently with the restrictions necessarily laid
upon members by the pendency of the Meerut prosecn-
tion the basis for the prosecution and the Bill being
wholly common. What is common to the two is the
need for proving the existence of a conspiracy in this
couniry, inspired by the Communist International.
Inboth cases the onus of proving it fallse on Govern-
ment : in one case they undertake to prove it by
producing facts unconnected with the accused in the
heerut trial, though in the absence of the trial they
could have made use of faots connected with the
acoused too; in the other case they may utilise all
such facts. If the Meerut trial has imposed a dis-
ability on any one it is principally on Government.
The Opposition too, in exposing the weaknesses of
the Bill, will necessarily have to refrain from
referring to any of the accused, but in disproving the
Government's ease for the existence of a Communist
conspiracy or, in the alternative, of disproving
their case for the necessity of additional eriminal
powers, they will have much less need to refer to the
Meerut accused than the Government will perhaps
have in proving their case. It is argued that the
limitation will in reality work more hardly upon
the Opposition than upon Government; that while it
would be to Government’s interest to make no refoer-
ence to the Meerut prosecution which will take
place under the normal law, it would be the strong-
est argument in the hands of the Opposition to refer
to it just to prove that the ordinary processes of law
are enough to deal with men like Spratt and Brad-
ley. There is however no force in this argument:
for the adequaoy of ordinary law to oheok the
activities of foreign Communists oannot be demon-
strated by reference to faocts till the trial ig over;
and when it will be over there will be no question
of matters sub judice interfering with the discretion
of the members! In any case it appearstous to be a
far-fetohed argument to urge, as the Hon'ble Mr.
Patel did, that the Bill cannot be disoussed without
trenching upon matters that will coma up befors the
M-- —"vourt for adjudioation. The President might
given an actual trial to his contention by

the debate to proceed, and by testing whe-

ther he cannot keep it within limits, On Govern-
ment side the Irish Coercion Act of 1881 und Dora of
our own time were cited as precedents of laws
enacted while similar prosecutions were pending, but
thease are airily dismigsed by President Patel with the
observation that there was in fact no common basis
for the prosecutions as well as bills before the house,
This is & very unsatisfactory way of dealing with a
waeighty argument.

If & discussion ean take place on the Bill, would
it, by reason of the limitations of the pending trial,
be 80 very exiguous as not to amount to -the reasons
able debate that the rules contemplate ¥ In consider-
ing this question the fact that the Bill had passed the
Select Comnmittes stage cannot be left.out of reckon=
ing. The principle of the Bill was freely disoussed
—and accepted—Dby the houge: if in its later stages
the Bill had to be debatsd under these limitations, it
could hardly be said that it would receive no reason-
able measure of discussion. The most suitable way of
handling this case where, as admitted by the Presi-
dent, “the power to rule this mofion cut of order is not
expressed in so many words in any rules and stand-
ing orders,” would have been to teke the vote of the
house itself upon it. It is usual for the Speaker of
the House of Commons, when “left without spesifio
diractions,” to refer “the matter to the judgment of
the house” ( E. May ). President Patel was him-
self inclined at first to follow this course, but
apparently stung by the Governmeni’s challenge to
his authority, he asserted his inherent right, as he
conceived it, o dispose of the matter according to
his best lights, without letting the Assembly have a
finger in the pie. Inthat case it should be under-
stood, however, that ha exercised this right not, as he
claims, “with a view to prevenfing the powers be-
longing to this house from passing into the hands of
the administration” but, as it would seem, with a
view to appropriating to himself the powers which
balonged to the house.

While on the subject of procedura we cannot
help protesting against the refussl of President Patel
to give a hearing to Sir Hari Singh Gour, though
he rose eight times with a view to give his views on
the point of procedure which was being discussed in
the Assembly. Sir Hari Sing even pleaded privileges
of the house ; and in regard to privilege matters the
rule is that “ the procesdings of the House may
be interrupted at any moment, save during the
progress of a division, by & motion based on a
matter of priviloge, when s matter has recently
arisen which directly concerns the privileges of
the house; snd in that case the house will entertain
the motion forthwith " (E. May). Sir Hari Singh
may have fallen from grace; we ourselves have
sharp differences with him in politics; however wa
feel it our duty to raise our voice against the
injustioe doneto him.

TRAVANCORE IN 1927-28

THE charge is commonty levelled against the Indian
prinoes that they treat their State revanues as thair
personal property and squander them away in any



APRIL 18, 1929,

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

183

manner they like, Wa know that the mccusation is
not groundless in the case of & large majority of
the rulers of the States; but whoever else may de-
sorve the chargs, the ruling family of Travancore
does not deserve it. 'We observe from the adminis-
tration report of the State for 19278 that its rulers
have for more than half a century “ireated the
revenues of the State as publie funds in the strictest
sense of the term.” There is & Civil List which they
appropriate to their own use and its proportion to
the total revenues is, instead of growing a8 happens
in the oase of the generality of Indian princes, decli-
ning. Some forty years ago this proportion stood
at 8:76 per cent. but had gone down to 3-69 per cent,
in the year under report, Even as compared to the
immediately preceding year, the palace oXxpenses
were lest by nearly Hs 13 lakhs and stood at
Rs, 12,85,000. By the careful manner in which the
Travancore rulers have all slong handled their
Btate revenue, they have set an example which ig
worthy of emulation by other prinoes. How differ-
* ant would SBtates affairs be if ail the Indian prinees
were equally serupulous in using public revenuos
for their own purposes |

Travanoore finances appear to be in a very
satisfactory condition. The ordinary revenue was
in 1927-28 Rs, 242-29 lakbg—an inoremse of about
R, 92 lakhs over that for the previous year, while
the expenditure was Rs. 218:40 lakhs, leaving a sur-
plus of Ra, 23:89 lakhs, In the previons year too
there was even a bigger surplus—bigger by Rs. 4
lakhs. Nor can itbe maid that the surplus wasa
fenture of only the Iast two years’ finances. If a
sories of deficits is an evil, & series of héavy surplu.
se8 is not less mo and must be avoided. It need
hardly be pointed out that these surpluses ropressnt
g0 much over and above the real requirements of the
State taken from its subjeots, who must have oontri-
buted it not without oconsiderable hardship. It is
to be hoped that in yeara to come the surpluses will
tend to grow gmaller and emaller. The only conso-
Intion ie that there is no danger in Travanoore of
this yearly eoxcess of revenus over expenditure
being frittered away by the ruling family in profit-
less ventures or in the pursuit of idle pleasure but
that it is safely invested in Government securities,

The Travancore Legislative Couneil is an old
jnstitution, having been started as far back as 1888
and was the first of its kind in the history of Indian
states. Its original constitution was muoh less demo-
cratio. It had & minimum of 5 and a maximum of 8
members, not less than 2 of whom were non-officials
pomineted by Government. It had plenary powers
of legislation subject to the ruler’s assent bafore a
measure could be passed into law, The only other
vestriotion, which also obtains in British Indis, was
that any measure affecting public revenues had to
seocure the previous sanction of the State authorities.
Between 1888 and 1921 several mttempta to improva
its conatitution were made ; but it is unnecessary to
refer to them here, Buffice it to concern ourselves
with ite constitution es it exists at present. The
present constitution was promulgated in 1921,
Under it the Legislative Counoil oonsists of 50 mem-
bers, 28 elected and 23 nominated, not more than 15
of the latter being offioials, The Dewan is the
President, though a Deputy President who is gener-
ally a non-offioial is available to guide the delibera-
tions of the Councit in the absenoes of the President.
There is no reagon why in this respeot Travancore
should not take a leaf from the book of British In-
dia and sllow the Council to have its own selected
President,

As for the powers enjoyed by the Couneil,

they seemy to approximate more or less to those
snjoyed by provincial legislatures in British India.

Thus we find that members of the Council c¢can vote
on the budget, move resolutionz and ask questions,
During the budg:t debate token cuts are freely re.
gorted to for the purpose of ventilating some publie
grievance or representing publie opinion with regard
to some unpopular Government measure or polioy.
There is of course the power reserved in the Govern~
ment of ocertification of budget grants refused or re-
duced by the Council and of legisiative measures
thrown out or altered by it; but this reserve power
has never been usud so far—an eloguent testimony to
the harmonious relations existing between the ex-
scutive and the legislature,

The franchize too appears to be modslled on
that existing in the provinces in British India.
Payers of Rs. 3 by way of building or land tax in all
other municipalities exoept Trivandrum and of Re. 1
in Trivandrum are entitled to vote, There are also
apecial constituencies compriging the planting com-
munity, the Iandlords, politieal pensioners and the
interests of commerce and industry. What is more,
there is no sex disqualification as regards either
membership of or eandidature for the Counoil. This
1s as it should be, with -ducation so wide-spread ag
it it in Travancore ; hut we are curious to learn whe.
ther ladies are ecoming forward in sufficient number
to take their place in public life alongside the men
end whether their number is growing,

The Popular Assembly, whose raison d'efre is nok
quite clear to us, was oalled into being in 1904 and
meets once a year. To suppose that it is & sort of a
Second Chamber would be & mistake. Itis designed,
so weread in the report, “ to afford the people an
opportunity of expressing direct to the Government
their wanits and wishes and of representing their
views regarding administrative measures asdopted
from time to time.” This is & function which the
membera of the Council elected on & broad franchise
aro admirably fitted to discharge and must discharge
if they are worth anything. If they fail to discharge
it, they are failing in oné of their primary duties as
élected popular representatives. With the Couneil
already in existence, the Assembly strikesuz msa
superflucus body with no definite place assignedl
to it in the body politis of the Stats and its dis-
appearance would not create a gap enywhere, On
the other hand, there is possible danger of friction
and unpleasantness in having two institutions with
co-extonsive powers in some respects at any rate;
for it is impossible for both of them toseesyeto eye
on all publio questions for alltime; and when onea
disagrees with the other, we should like to know
whether the Travancore constitution provides for a
means of getting over the deadlock. Moreover
the Assembly seems to have plenty of power to
oriticize, but no responsibility, given to ik, which is
inviting it to aot irresponesibly on ocoasions, Ifis
however satisfactory to nolts that it has not done so
yot. Indeed the Government bear festimony to the
" invaluable help™ they received from it and go so
far as to admit that “much that the Government kas
done for the amelioration of the conditions of the
people is directly ascribable to this personal contact
between the Government and the governed® This
is praisa indeed ; and augurs well for the fulure of
parliamentary government in the State,

If we oarefully examine the State's educational
record, we find that it gives evidence of a livelier
sengme of responsibility for the eduoation of the peo-
ple than is noticeable in the case of the Birtish
Indian Government. The duty of the State to impart
publio instruction wag recognised when so far back
a8 1817 a resoript was issned by the then Rani Saheb
declaring '“that the State should defray the entire
cost of the education of ifs people in order that there
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might be no backwardness in the spread of enlighten-
went among thom, that by diffusion of eduecation
they might become better subjects and publie
servants, and that the reputation of the State might
ba advanced thereby.” A century's enforcement of
this banevolent policy has led to 78 per cent. of the
children of school.age being driven into school. Pri-
mary edueation, though not compulsory, is free
throughout the State. Co-educafion is permitted upto
the fourth class in the primary stage and is tolerated
in the higher stages only in places where separate
facilities for the education of girls are lacking. In
colleges and high schools girls are charged only half
the fees prescribed for boys. (Government schools
which were 438 with a total strength of 58,159 in
1910 increassed to 1031 with & ¢€otal strength of
237,461 in1927-8. Privateschoolson the conbrary de-
creased from 3,016 to 2,547, but their strength increas-
ed from 147,858 to 281,827. Compared with the
previons year, the total number of educational in-
siitutions, recognised and unrecognised, rose from
3,949 with a strength of 502 867 pupils to 4,014 with
a total strength of 535,557 pupils. It ia aleo neces-
sary to add that Government are spending on educa-
tion more than Rs. 41 lakhs or a little over 17 per
cent, of the State revenue, But though so much has
been done towards tha universalisation of literacy,
the fact cannot be gainsaid that nearly one—fourth of
the fisld remains to bs covered. The task will be con-
siderably facilitated by a resort to compulsion. We
hope this will be done at an early gate,

But though the educational endeavour of the
Zfate entitles it to all praise, we are afraid we can-
not compliment it on its oxcise policy. This is the
untiquated oneof maximum revenue from minimum
consumption, every endeavour being made “to make
itincreasingly difficult for the consumer to obtain
strong drink.” The obvious implication of this
policy is that so long as a man drinks weak drink,
he mav do Bo to any extent with impunity
and need not be afraid of any intereference by the
State authorites. It is deplorable that while the Indian
people have set their heart on prohibition, the State
ghould still pathetically clingtoapolicy which, as the
experience of British India has shown, doss mnot
resbrict drink to any apprecinble extent. It is time
the State adopted prohibition as its goal so ag come in
to line with public sentiment and adopted methods,
which if persistently and uninterruptedly followed,
would automatically lead to prohibition at ths end
of a definite period of time, say twenty years, We
hopa the progressive State of Travancore will sea the
desirability and wisdom of this stap before vory long

ROUMANIAN MINORITIES.

ROUMANIA was the most favoured of all
European countriea in the Penoe Settloment in her
torritorisl expansion, ¥or a lopng time during
the Great War she could not decide which side
had better terms to offer to her; and when at
last she came off the fence on the side of the Atljes
she found that she could enlarge her terrifory not
only at the cost of the enemy countries, but even st
the cost of the Allies. She took not only Transyl-
vania and the Banat from Hungary, Bukoviaa from
Austria and the remnant of the Dobrudjs from
Bulgaris, but also Bessarabia from a former Ally,
Russia. Thus she emerged from the World War and
the Peace Conferance mcre than doubled in size and
nearly trebled in population. This enormous aggran-
Jdisement has brought in its train its own problems.
At one hound Rorumania was oonverted from a
national stats enjoyiog racisl, religious and cultural
homogeneneity intoa heterogeneous state with a large
and varied non-Roumanian population, If in the
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Regat (pre-War Roumania) there were only 6,500,000
inhabitants, Greater Roumanina found on her hands a
population of 17,500,000, of whom about five millions
belong to minority groups, speaking different tongues
and clinging tenaciously to the old culture in which
they have grown up. The most important minority
in the acquired province of Trausylvania consista
of Hungarians. Besides them there are about &
million Saxons and Germans seattered throughout
the country. Then thers are less than a million
Jows, Lastly there are Ukrainians, Russians,
Bulgarians and so forth. The condition of the
Protestants in Transylvania (and of the Jews
throughout the Kingdom) has drawn wide attention,
especisally of the British and American Protestant
churches, and the work under review® embodies the
findings of a deputation of the American Committee
on the Rights of Religious Minorities which studied
the situation in the latter half of 1927,

The Minority Treaty signed by Roumania on
the 9th Dec. 1919 guaranteed to her minorities all
tha cultural rights for which all such treaties make
ample provision : equality before the law ; political
equality ; free use of their language in the law courts,
&o. ; free exercise of religion ; the right to establish
and maintain charitable, religious or educational
institutions ; the use of their own language in the
primary public schools in distriets in which the
minorities constitute a considsrable proportion of
the population; and an equitable share in publio
expenditure on educational, religious or charitable
purposes. By Arts. 9,10 & 11 Roumanis has
guaranteed all these rights which, as the Report of
the Committee says, civilised nations consider * as
the minimum requisite for an independant existence
of a free people. * Buf the Commission has recorded
its considered opinion * that there remains s wide
discrepancy between the Constitution adopted by the
State, whioh is liberal in many respects, and its
enforcement through the officials.” Thers have
been too many infringements of oivil liberties.
“ The courts have been, in many insiances,
some notorious, either intimidated or deliberately
used by groups for their own ends ™. Roumania's
school laws are inequitable to the minorities
and are still more unfairly administered. An
attempt is made to Roumanize the minority groups
by force and to destroy their confessional schools.
“ There is no doubt,”” says the Commission, * that
the fundamental right of citizenship is denied to
thousands who are justly entitled to it. " * The
Commission found, during its visit, that a hideous
campaign of intimidation and brutality was
being oarried on against the Jewish citizens of the
State, its motive being & mixture of arrogant intoler-
ance and ignorant hatred. ” The franchise rizhts
of minorities are suppressed. There is religious
parsecution. The State shows “a studied, determin-~
od effort ” to disoriminate against minorities in the
filling of official positions, thouga * there are in the
annexed territories of Greater Roumania greak
resouroes of educated eitizenship from which the
Roumanian Government ocould draw with great
profit for the service of the Stafe. ™

The general conclusion emerges from these obser-
vations, as has been well expressed by the French
delegats, whose report is appended at the end:
“Ronmania has not shown herself adroit in her manner
of solving her problem of minorities. Supposing she
has attempted to solve it, it seems that she has attempt-
od to solva it in the manner ia which Alexander the

* Roumania Ten Yaars After. By a deputation from the
AMRRIOAN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHRIS OF RELIGIOUS
MiNoRITIES. ( The Beacon Press.) 1933. 8ix54 pp. 143.
$ 1:80,
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~Qreat out the Gordian Knot. This does not appear to
‘have been & good way, But, in judging harshly of
Roumanis, ket it be borne in mind that no country
in Europe hag arrived at a satisfactory aolution of
~ the problem, In every oountry the Minority
Treaties are quite excellent ; but the minorities ara
‘far from enjoying the ecultural independence and
-oivil and political equalify guaranteed by the

- tresties, There are ever so many gaps betwaeon
logal oprescriptions and executive performance.
Heorr Stresemann and Senator Daadurand

- attempted at the League Counocil meeting last month
- to improve the procedure by which the League ex-

ercises supervision over the mandatory powers, but
- all they could get at this meeting was the appoint-
- ment of a Committee whose report will come before
- the next meeting of the Council. Nor does one

know how many postponements there will be before
> the problem is tackled. .

8.G. V.

OUR EUROPEAN LETTER.

(From QOur Own Correspondent.)
GENEVA, March 28,

A POLITICAL INNOVATION;

" THE recent election in Italy has caused much refiec-
~4ion in all political circles in Europs. Some have
preferred to call the event a plebiscite rather than
-an election for voters were required merely to say
“"yes" to signify aocceptance or “no" to indicate
- disapproval of the one and only list of four hundred
names that had already raceived the approval of the
Fasoist Grand Council. There was no doubt what-
~gver of theouteome of the election, and of the four
hundred candidates constituting the new Chamber,
191 have already bean deputies, The rest are new,
-and a8 the old Italian Chamber oonsiste@® of 503
members, it may be reckonad that 344 of the old
Parliamentarians have failed to obtain admittance
%o the new Chamber.
Daspite its baing what has been desoribed as a
~one-Party eleotion, the proosedings would seem to
have been attended by all the ususl enthusiasm of
an election, Mare than 89 %, of the total mala vo-
‘ters in Italy have utilised their privilege, and the
«vaas for the Government are reported to bo 8,506,576
against 136,198, Many polling stations were closed
-early in the afternoon of the woting day, all the
woters on the various registers having already re-
~oorded their views. In Milan there was a 92 per
-aent. vote, and the Goverament has an 87 per cent.
.majority., Italian ships at sea in all parta of the
«world send cables approving the oconstitution of the
noew Parliament, In working olass distriots, eleotors
-marohed to the polling stations with music and ban-
ners, and these huge majoritiss and the high per-
-pentage of the eleotors who toock the trouble to re-
~oord their votes, ars considered to be remarkablse, in
spite of the fact that the broad result of the elections
-was a foregone oconeclusion.
Signor Mussolini had declared that there would
‘be no electoral campaign ; but notwithstanding this
apttitude there was oonsiderable evidenos of his hav-
-ing taken a vigorous part in the proosedings, with
~gonspiouous support from prominent Government

.officials. Propagands was oarried onby none with
more remarkable enthusiasm than by the leading
Roman Catholics. The whole world, the Catholie
voters were assured, would eagerly count the rum-
ber of those who voted in favour of the offioial list
and would deduce from.that figure the measure of
satisfaction with which Italy had greeted the recent
agreement between Church and State. The Pope
had said, “Without there being need for great under-
takings or extraordinary efforts, each person confin-
ing himself to his own sphers and doing that which
is within his remch, co-operation for the common
weal can be exercised in a highly efficacious man-
ner,” and if this rather moral tone of the counsel loft
the political issue in any doubt, Archbishop Ferra-
ra’s statomont was quite explicit. “The ‘yes' which
supports the Government,” said the Archbishop, “is

- but an echo of the Pontifical ‘yes’ contained in the

recent Accord with the Italian State,”

The European prese in general has tended to
look askance at the Italian eleotion. Their question,
in brief, is “why should what is not a Parliament
masquerade in ita feathers ? ” Diotatorships, it is
pointed out, are wholly dependent on popular sup-
port in the last resort, and a swift and dramatic
marshalling of popular forees is no indication of
stability. Taking a page from the history of France
it is shown that in 1800 the consulate was approved
by 3,011,007 votes against 15,062; in 1802, it was
perpetuated by 3,568,885 votes against 8,374; in
1804 the Monarchy was established by 3,572,329
votes against 2,569; in 1815 the additional Axticles
of the Constitution were obtained by 1,300,000 votes
against 4,206 ; and a month later came Waterloo;
three months later, St. Helena. On 21st December
1851, the coup d'etat was approved by 7,500,000
votes against 640,000, and the year following, the
Empire was reestablished by 7,824,000 votes against
253,000. In May 1870, the Empire had obfained
7,161,341 votes against 1,523,628, and on the 4th of
September came the Republie.

Yet the Duce's actions are followed with eon-
siderable interest not because Europe is daszzled by
the statistios of the election in Italy, but because of
the parliamentary innovation. It is & sooial experi-
ment of the first magnitude with at least as much
significance as thet of Soviet Russia. In spiteof its
one-party nature the new Italian Chamber represents
proportionately all interests of the country, as- it is
made up of selections from the intallectual olass,
agriculture, industry, commerce, finance, eduoation,
and State servants, Even sporting and touring or
ganisations have their representation. A marked
oharacteristio of the new Chamber is its widespread
geographical distribution. Every region in Italy,
inoluding the smallest of Provinoces,has at least one
representative. Only two classes of persons were
barred from the list—relatives of Signor Mussolini
and editors of leading newspapers, one as a safe-
guard against nepotism and the other against what
must be oalled, political-mindedness! The follow_r-
ing represent the larger part of the Ohamber's consti=
tuencies : The Professional and Artistio Confedera-~
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tion, the National Association of Ex-Combatsnts, the
Industrial Confederation, the Syndicate of Farm
Labourers, the Syndicate of Industrial Workers, the
Commercial Confederation, the Universities, the
National Association of War Wounded, the Confede-
ration of Land Transports and Internal Navigation,
the Syndicate of Seamen and Airmen, the Commereial
Syndicates and National Institute of Cooperation,
Bankers' Federation, and the Confederation of Mari-
time and Aeorial Transportation,

OUR EAST AFRICAN LETTER.

( From Qur Own Correspondent, )
NAIROBI, April 2.
THE HILTOX~YOUNG REPORT.

THE uncerfainties created by the conflicting news
regarding the aoction that might be taken on the
Closer Union Report were set at rest by the debate in
the House of Lords and by the subsequent announce-
ment that Sir Samuel Wilson, the permsanent
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, was being
deputed to proceed to East Africa as soon as possible
to make certain investigations. It has also been
made clear that no action will be taken until after
the general election in England.

The claims of the Convention of Associations
and the European elected members of the Kenya
Legislative Council to represent the unanimous
opinion of the Europeans in Kenya recsived a rude
shock at the Mombasa mesting of Europeans in the
second week of March. The meeting made an aca-
demic concession in favour of the up-country settlers
by saying that the door to ultimate responsible gov-

ernment should not be barred altogether, but main--

tained that economio interests should not be subordi-
nated to political considerations and very strongly
- disapproved of the threat of “vigorous action” held
' out by the Conventionists in their fanitus -cable. to
the Secretary of State soon after the publication cf
the Hilton-Young Report. The acting leader of the
elected European members of the Legislative Coun
oil, Mr. Conway Harvey, and Col. Durhem specially
went down to Mombasa to convert Mombasa Ruro-
peans and bring them into line with the up-country
Europeans but they suffered an ignominious defest.
The consequence is 8 heavy blow to Europsan soli-
darity over the Report.

At the Legislative Council bye-election in the
constitnency of Nairobi North, the redoubtable
Major E. S. Grogan was returned with & thumping
mejority over his two rival candidates. The gallant
Major has no patience with the trusteeshiptheory nor
with the common roll. He is soon proceeding to
England where he hopes to do some useful service
to Kenya.

Eurcpean opinion in Tangenyika iz said to be
in favour of federation or closer union proposed by
the Ccromission. Indien opinion, however, is un-
snimously opposed to it, On the 1st of April the
Indisns in Tanganyiks organised their first Confe-
rence, which considered the Report. The wvery first
regolution paesed by that body ran as follows :—

**Whereas Tanganyika is a mandated territery, Uganda

8 Preteotorate and Keuya a Grown Colony, with different
coustitutions ; whoreas the Mandate guarantees equality
of status to all peotles inhabiting the Tanganyika Terri-
tory and whereas federatlon cr oloser union in any form
is bound to affect prejudicially the autoncmy of Tanga-
nyika, and in partioular, the status of Indians, this
Confor ence i strongly opposed tothe inolusion of Tanga-
nyika in nny schemao of federation or closer union.”

' THE GREAT BETRAYAL.,

The White Paper of 1823 has completely shatter--
ed the confidence of the Tanganyika Indians in the
ability and determination of the Imperial Govern-
ment to uphold and maintain British ideals of
administration irrespective of race or colour or ocreed
when they are opposed by a section of Britisheras
(sic); and they apprehend that any form of oloser
union would facilitate the spread of Kenya racia-
lism into Tanganyika whioh they dread like poison,
They argue that Kenya with its elected European
members of the legislature will exercise much grecter
influence on the Central authority than Tanganyika
and Uganda, and seek to coordinate Indian, as  well
as Native policy, at the Kenya level rather than at
the Tanganyika level; the proapects of dragging down
the status of Indians and Natives in Tanganyika
the to that in Kenya are greater than thoseiof levell-
ing up their status to that in Tanganyika,

Regarding Native policy the Conference “appro-
ved of the ‘dual policy’ enunciated by the Hilton-
Young Commission Report only in so far as it is
consistent with the obligations under the Mandafe.”
It went on to observe that

"Whereas segregation, either political or economis or
otherwise, i3 calculated to engonder and promoje racial
antagonisms and whereas it is not in the interest of the
all-round davelopment of the Natives and whereas it is
opposed to the implications of the Mandate, this Confer-
enoe is opposed to the oreation of Blackand White areax
as suggested in the Report.”

The Tanganyika Indians have thus very litile use
for the Closer Union Report.

REYIEWS.

EXISTING SOCIAL CONDITIONS.
THE ORDEAL OF THIS GENERATION. By
GIEBERT MURRAY. {( Allen snd Unwin Ltd,

London.} 1929, 4s, 6d.

By JULIEN BENDA.
( George Routledge and Sons Ltd, London.}
1929, 7s. 6d.

PROFESSOR MURRAY, the author of “The Ordeal of

This Generation' is well-known as an apos_tle gf

peace, and Monsicur Julien Bends’s book, which is

new only in its English garb, has already attained
distinction on the continent. Chance has causedtheir
simultancous or nearly simultaneous publication,
and it is a great temptation for a reviewer into whose
hands both fall at the same time to compare the two.

Both are devoted to the analysis of the existing con-

ditions of society and both are regretful of m.odern

tendencies and desirous of a new order. It is tlge
difference between the two that is interesting. One is
pious, the other is penetrating. Professor Gilbert

Murray regrets that Anatole France should have

wasted his life in bringing the virtue of chastity’

into ridioule, that Bernard Shaw should be an icono-
clast, and that Mr. H. G. Wells should be 80 much
of & psychologist and should pay so little attention
to morals. Reason is not a force making for virtue
and our need today is not brilliance but the creation
of a supreme sllegiance; the conception of duty
must come to its own. Monsieur Benda argues, on

the other hand, with a scathing logic such as only a

Latin mind is capable of, that the evil is not so much

intellectualism as the lack of it. Criticism, he says,

has sbdicated its throne in the culture of Europe,
and is content to play the courtier to politics. The
intellectuals, soientists, historians, teachers, mem-
bers of the liberal professions, all are servile and
abide by the State's dictates, The love of country is
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<no longer a beautiful inspiration but it bas- degene-
Tated into & loathsome passion, State-worship has
‘become & cult which with its diabolical practices is
‘in a fair way to blow up the entire stracture of civili-
sation, 8o, while Prof: ssor Murray would have us
-draw away from the individuslistic and auarchio
-eonceptions of the nineteenth contury ouiture—he
‘makes Tolstoy a leading exponent of it—and eulti.
vate a respect for sooial order as an objective worthy
-of the individual's surrender, Monsieur Benda would
-have the intellectuals remain aloof and apart, uneon-
- taminated by group-passion, fulfilling their funotions
-of oritics and mentors. Professor Murray's ples is for
+security and sanity, and Monsieur Benda's for vera-
-gity. No one at all familiar with the gpirit of
-European culture would deny that its charm lies in
-jts humanism, nor would any one who has been in
three or four European universities in different coun-
- ‘tries would ba inclined to question Monsieur Benda’s
theory that political passion and not %ruth-seeking
iis the motive power behind mmuch of the universicy
work fo-day.
RAGHUNATH ROW,

INDIAN MUSIC.

ANDIAN MUSIC ANDITS INSTRUMENTS, By
ETHEL ROSENTHAL. (William Reeves, London.)
1928, 714 x5. pp. 220. 7s. 6d.

LET me say at the outset that this work is by no
. means a serious study of the music of India, anoient
~or modern, such as may bg expacted of a scholar,
-bab containg “anecdotes relating to India and its

musie.” The author has apparently lived in the
country and tried to understand its musieal mind,

“The title of the book does not seem to me to
-oorrespond with the subject matter,

The suthor has put together stray matter writton
‘by varicous English writers on Indian musio and
-also stories directly or indirectly connected with it.
"Her work is however disfigured by some mistakes
-which show that she is neither a Sanskrit nor a Per-
sinn scholar, She is not only not a practicsl expert
but it is doubtful if she even knows the theory well,
8Bhe also appears to be labouring under the dis-
.advantage of not having heard such mastsr singers,
who are still happily living, as Majeed Khan, Inayat
‘Khan, ( not the Sufi she quotes in her book ), Nasi-
ruddeen Khan and others, The result thus is un-
satisfactory which no real student of Indian musio
can ever take seriously, *

Her book is divided into two parts, the one con-
-tains six chapters and the other disconnected
soraps about things whioh do not seem to have
any neoessary relation to musio proper. It seems
rather extraordinary that Englishmen who have
been in olose contact with Indiana for the past 150
.yoara should not yet have bsen able to produce a
#ingle theorist or practioal expert in Indian muaie,

he earlier works of Griffiths, James and Day must be
said $o be comparatively superior, but even these do
not appear to be the outcome of personal experience
and knowledge. No wonder that our superb ark
advertised in the West by sach defectiva methods
fails to oreate much impression. That the author
is not oconversant with Indian conditions is
evident from her remarks on p. xvi of the Introduc-
tion, where she refers to the diffioulty the Indian
artist experiences in maintaining his instrumeat in
good condition, The faot is the subtlety of tonesin
the mueio of India trains the Indian musioian to
have a far finer sense of “tuning” than the Westsrner
©oan ever hopa to have and the raverence for an old
instrument does indeed amount to ‘adoration,’ Tha
wrriter unfortunately has missed this in hertones for

*tradictions.

— A
she even goes to the length of condemning our old
musical instruments and showing her preferemce
for Messra, Clements, Deval and Moore & Co.’s
Srutee harmonium. In this dreadful invention
even the vibrations are inoorrect !

Sofar as her study of the history of Indisn
music is concerned, Ethel Rosenthal aeems to me to
have made herself guilty of misstatements and con-
Apparently she jg neither a historian
nor a musician. In her enthusissm she dignifies
Sufi Inayet Khan into a great musician and the
Denishawn Dancers into Indian dancers! The
Donishawn Dancers at their best wera capable of
pleasant-looking and meaningless gymnastics, which
had no relation even in the remotest degree to the
‘dancing of India

The author appears to be under a delusion if she
thinks that ‘Stsff Notation' can be used for “re-
presenting songs.” The factis that Indian melodies
in their full besuty can never be written ; all that
notation ean do is to give some idea of the Swarup
( formation of Raga’).

If the writer claims to “reinforoe the ehain
which unites music lovers of East and West” as she
does in her preface, let her undo her own ‘impres-
gions’ of the subject, and go a litfle mors thoroughly
into it, and then by coming in contact with abla

ractical experts and theorists she will find haraslf
getter equippad to realise that aim,

ATIYA BEGUM.

LIFE IN MESOPOTAMIA AND SYRIA.

BAGHDAD AND POINTS EAST. By R J
Casgy. ( Hutchinson ). 1929, 916 x 6. pp. 300,
18s,

“ A NEW Sentimental Journey™ might be the sub-title

of this book though in & sense different from thal

used by Sterne, The author travels amid dreams of
the past; but his dreams are purple patches added to
the tala of the presant, not welded into one with it,
g0 to that extent the book is & failure as literature.

One reader skippad the draams to gat to the raalities.

In some ways this is a very bad book; far from

being a guide to history and language it is & will of

the wisp. To give only one example out of many,
the writer implies that Babylon is on the Tigris.

The reproduction of eastern words and names is

painful ; several times ocours “Muddein,” which is not

an improvement on the normal English “muezzin.™

It might with justice bo said that the best thingsin

the book are taken from others easily acocessible to

the reading publio. The spelling is Amorican bus
the language is English.

In spite of many defects it is amusing, charming
and useful. The desoriptions of journeys are wvivid
and acourate though those of towns are less good.
It says,

« Baghdad is a dust heap—odorous, unattractive, and
hot. Its monuments are few, its buildings toc modern to
merit attention, its atmosphere that of squalor and
poverty.” { p. 83. )

Largely true ; but something ought to have been
said of the covered bazaars, of the old, where atray
rays of sunlight pieroing through holes in the roof
make piotures that are a perpstual joy, and of the
new, where native workmen using their native brick
hava made buildings that are both serviceable and
dignified. The piotures of modern life are sharply
drawn. “The Wife Boaters of Baghdad" is a ploasant
talo of the irony of chance and like all good talem
has a moral. That of the money-changer of Kerbaia
helps us to imagine, if not to undarstand, the mind
of Mesopotamis. A money-changer aund his wifa
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were murdered under peculiar eircumstances. Two
ooolies were found with blood stains on their clothes.
They admitted frankly that two old men had given
them five rupees to murder the money-changer ; they
bad killed the woman lest she should denounce them
to the police. The old men were next found and
told their story. The murdered man hsd seduced
the niece of one of them. They had killed the girl
but the man had escaped, been forced into the
Turkich army, and only recognised after many
years. They themselves were then too old to take
vengeance, so they had hired instruments.

The suthor has a pleasant style and a pretty
wit, though more gelf-c¢riticism is wanted. The book
is peasoned with irony. An aeroplane had fallen
near Palmyrs.

“#A native policeman in the uniform of the French came
to a salute and stood ereot to be photographed by the
plane. “ The pilot was not killed" he explained with
obvious regret., '* The palm tree broke his fall, so he
escaped,”

His face gave an inkling of what was going on in his
mind. With death in all its guises lurking about Pal-
myra, most men wers still content to leave this life by
such prosaic avenues as lying down to slesp forever in
the desert or getting shot by ambulent Badawi. Here
was 8 man who had bis chanoce to do something original in
the way of dying and he had failed to make the bast of
his opportunities.”

The folk tales told in twentieth century English
are most amusing. The Old Man of the Mountains
wanted to remove a Frank oaptain, so sent an assa-
gin with orders to kill him only. The man had to
kill fifteen archers before he could get & bow-string
long enough to strangle the captain, thus breaking
the letter of his orders. To the surprise of all he
eseaped. So the Old Man had him strangled, for it
was not right that such an expert should miss, even
for a few yesrs, the reward of heaven,

“Baghdad and Points East” is & serious book and
gives a striking picture of things as they are in
Mesopotamia and Syria and of the difficulties in the
way of the governments. Beneficent authority geve
cotton seed to some farmers, After a year they
reported thet they could nct grow cotton but that it
wag fine cattle food ; never had they had so much
milk.

A. S. TRITON.

ANGLO-FRENCH RELATIONS
BRITAIN AND THE WAR-A FRENCH INDICT-
MENT. By GENRAL HUGUET. Translated by
H. CoTTON MINCHIN. (Cessel.) 1928, 9% % 61.
PP 243 15 8.

IN war-books and novels that appeared in England
soon after the Great War, France is systematically
ignored and England is represented as having
orushed Germany. Lest the Englishman of the
future should imagine that his forefathers were the
only instruments of the German defeat, General
Huguet describes in the book before us the help
given by England to France et the beginning of the
‘War apd ite degree of importance on the battle-
fields of Europe. The book is a frank statement of
the part played by Britain in the early days of
the war, We are of opinion that the book is & price-
less dooument for the period 1914-1915, for it has
been written by one who was attached to the British
G, H. Q. during the first eighteen months of the war
and who was therefore a witness of the stirring
events of the war in ite early stages. The author
shows here and there his distrust of England. In
“%n~ Epilogue 6. g. he goes to the extent of painting

glishman very black., Though we do not

i will not temper mercy with justice.

see eye o eyo with the auihor in all mmatters, wa.
regard his book as an authentioc record of mititary
events from 1914 to 1915, as most of the asuthor's
oconclusions and opinions oo men and affaira have
been eorroborated by Hnglish writers. The book
was written go early as 1922, but the author deferred
gts immediate publieation from a sense of good feel-
ing and propriety. Now that the principal English
actors have leff the stage, he has thought fit to pub-
lish the book written six years ago, The book has
been admirably translated by Captain Cotton
Minchin.

The book is divided into three parts, In the
first part entitled “ The Days before the War" the
author desoribes the series of events which finally
culminated in the evenf of August,1914. The author
says that it was the violation of Belgian neutrality
that forced England to declate War on Germany.
This is what he eays on p. 18 :

* It is indisputable that neither the Entente Cordiale
not the military pourpariers would have brought England
into the war, if in addition, there had not been the violas
tion of Belgian neutrality.” -

This is in accord with Sir Herbert Samuel's
letter to the Manchester Guardian and Mr. Lloyd
George's letter to the same paper written goon after
the publication of the late Lord Morley’s * Memo-
randum on Resignation.” Two ocabinet Ministers.
and pow the author of the book under review have
declared that the violation of Belgian neufrality
brought England into the war.

The second part of the book is a brilliant resume
of the military events in the first eighteen months of
the War. The military history of the period is so
clearly written that it can be followed with ease
even by laymen, The author has given ten maps
tg esxplain the campaigns snd battles of 1914 acd
1915,

The last part of the book contains the out-pour-
ings of one who feels that England has left his.
country in the Jurch and is pursuing & policy suited
to her own needs, The suthor seems to be a Shylock
bent on exacting the full penalty of the bond. He
He wants Eng-
land to cooperate with France in making Germuany
pay the Reparations. And because England hesita-
ted in 1922, she comes in for a good deal of criticism
at his hands. He enumerates the foibles of English
character and says that the English people are “the
uncongenial race, whose overthrow wonld be general-
ly welcomed throughout the world.” Hesays that “the-
Englishman’s intelligence is slow and not easily excit-
od; thatin England morality and fidelity in marriage
are merely superficial and the standard is lower in
England than in many other countires.” We are
afraid that remarks such asthese will only widen the
gulf between England and France. It may not be
out of place here to state that though there was
misunderstanding between England and France in
1929—s misunderstanding which has caused the au-
thor to fret and fume in his Epilogue—the Anglo-
French amity is very strong to-dsy. But the anthor
must note thaton account of the recent A_nglo-French
nevel pact, America is growing suspiclou‘s of both
England and France. We are against ententes’
and * secret pacts * for they are not so muph proclamas
tion of friendship as admission of enmity.

Much as we differ from the author in his remarks
in the Epilogue, we are of opinion that his estimate
of the English generals is corrsct. He rightly draws
sttention to the quarrels between Sir John Fre.noh
and Lord Kitchener and to the strained relations
between Generals French and Joffre. He says lthat' _
General French possessed a “ childish mentality,’
was " sour, impetuous, with congested face, sullen



APRIL 18, 1929.]

THE SERVANT OF INL-

151

-and fll-tempered in expression,” 4Lue autnor payss
glowing tribute to Lord Kitchener who, ha says, was
“* oglm, balanoced, refleotive, master of himaelf, eon.
- seious of the great and patriotio task he had to per-
form, He also thinks that General Wilson was perhaps
- the ablest general on the English side and that his
potitical opinions on the Irish imbroglio stood in the
way of his promotion. Among the French Generals
he regards Foch ag the best, * Joffre was cold, cons-
trained and full of reserve, Foch full of warmth,
gaisty and good humour” The author therefore
- thinks that the appointment of Foch as the sole com-
mander on the Waestern Front in 1918 was well-
- deserved, '

Barring a few dafects the book is a vanlable oon-
~4ribution to the elucidation of a period of militay his-
tory which had been hitherto treated from the point
-of view of an Enpglishman, Toe time has certain-
1y come for a less one-sided treatment of the early
pbase of the war, and General Huguet’s book should
not be overlooked by those who want to know. the
;;}go of Eagland’s support to Franoe in 1914 and

M.V, SUBRAHMANYAM,

A PLEA FOR ECONOMIC INTER-
NATIONALISM.

"THEECONOMIC IMPACT OF AMERICA., By
GEorge PERL. ( Maemillan, London, } 1928,
834 x 514, pp. 330, 10a. 6d.

“THR objeoct of the volums is to examine the effocts of
~oortain economic foraes in U, 8. which hava retarded
the prosparity and ars likely to affest advarsely the
" future fortunes of Great Britain, As a result of the
. analyris made by him the Hon. Georgae Peel confiden-
tly claims for her a place not less but more important
in world economios ; and the data he gives certainly
-support this conclusion. The most important items of
the impaot arelarger exports of U. 8. and the wresting
of the finanoial supremacy from London. Toe author
-.ghows that the reoord of U. 8, in currency, banking
and publio finance during the last century was very
uneatisfactory and does not raveal any marked supe-
riority, compared to the British handling of these
heads., Examining the impaot of U. 8. up to 1860,
" he ghows that in spite of undue anxiety that Eagland
- might be injured, the two countries helped to build
up each other’s industries and wsre both making
progress, It is inthe period 1860-1913 that U. 8.
became & serious compsatitor to Eungland after firat
becoming self-sufficing about the year 1900, ia regard
“to manufaotured goods; in 1913 out of the total
- exports of U.8, 43 p.0. wera manufactures, Auad yet
after twenty yvears of aotive compstition he tolls us
that England’s economio situation at the beginning of
the War was very satisfactory ; balancing the visible
as well ag the invisible items of imports and exports
England had been investing abraoad at the rate of
. £180 millions & year. During the War however tha
demand for food-stufts and manufactared articles
from the Allied Powers led to phenomsnal exports
from U, S, the surplus of exports reaching the huge
figure of £726 millions for the year 1917 with the re-
- sult that whereas in 1913 U. 8. was a debtor natiom
shebecamein 1923 a oreditor nation, the U.S.Govern-
ment and the private oitizens bei g owed the sum of
nearly £2400 millions of whioh England alone had to
-disoharge about £300 wmillions. At tha same time the
paymentof this sum waa mads diffioult by the restrio-
-tion of imports by the formidable tariff of 1922 ; tae
<author thinks it therefore very oreditable to “our:

unconquerable British merchants™ ﬁat they were abls
to maintain their exports to U. S, andto “squeeze all.
kinds of specialities to the huge fotal of £76 millions
over the hostile barbed-wire entanglements into the
grudging Amerioan market.” The danger of future
adverse impaot lies however, in his opinion, in the
reorganisation of the monetary system by the Fede-
tal Regerve Act, and the taxation system oun more
modern lines. The now factor in the economio im-
pact of T. 8. from 1924 to 1928 was the larga stocks
of gold accumulated in that counfry ; the consequent
cheaponing of the money led to a lowering of the
bank rate in U. S, and threatened a rise in the bank
rate in England, a rigorous deflation of curremcy
and = possible export of gold if the gold standard had
to be maintained. The author howevex admits that
U. 8. gave freely of her eredit and good-will in
order to assist the return of England fo the gold
standard. In the latter part of the volume the
future, in the matter of economic impact of U, 8. on
England is eonsidered under JYhe various heads of
war-debts, exports, shipping "and tarifs and the
general monetary policy.
debts the author pleads in favour of a cancellation of
all these debts on grounds of equity and intern-
national morality since these debts wers incurred for
s great purpoee common to all the BStates. He
admita that England herself would not be out of
pocket since the payments to the T. S, in her case
would be balanced by her receipts acoording to the
Dawes Plan and according to the debt settlements
with France and Italy; but he refuses to harbour
such sn argument and ingists upon the international
character of the debt payments, The admirable
analysis of exports made by the author reveals that T,
S, has simply stepped into the place of Germany and
that there is very little distinot rivalry between Eng-
land and U. 8, the danger to both being the general
decline of purchasing power in the world. As for
the evil of tarifts the suthor believes that it can be
combatted by superiority in high quality as opposed
to mass production. In ghipping also, considering
that (reat Britain's onutput was 536 per cent, of the
world’s output in 1927 he does not believe that there
is any cause for anxiety. The question whether the
golden soeptre of finance will pass into the hands of
New York, he answers with a definite negative ; the-
principal reason which sways him iy the instability
and cumbrousness of the HFederal Reserve Bank
organization added to the fact that foreigners have
elaims of & quick nature upon the large reserve .of
gold owing to the buge deposits held by foreigners
in these banks. This however is a debatable ques-
tion and the dogmatic answer given by the author
must ba pronounced as a bit premature. In view
of the faet that all the countries of the
world are becoming knit one with the other the
author ends by urging that a policy of econo-
mioc internationalism should be preferred to a policy
of eoonomio nationalism. In answer to pessimists
he offars the facts that during the last seven years
Great Britain has added to her net foreign holdinga
considerably mores than U. 3, has done and that in &
typical year like 1925 Great Britain exported £589
millions of manufactured goods as against £i56
millions exported by U. 8. Accordingly he thinks it
oan be gafely ooncluded that Great Britain
commands immense and 'inoreasing .international
resouroes amply suffioient to sustain her economis
polioy ia the world, The volume is a fine -specimen
of research of comparative eoonomios.

) V.N.G.

In the matter of war- -
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SHORT NOTICES.

THE FORESTRY QUESTION IN GREAT
BRITAIN. By E. P. STEBBING. (John Lane,
London.) 1928. 714 x5, pp. 217, 7s. 64.
THE total woodland ( there are no forests as such) in
Great Britain is about 3,000,000 acres not sli of
which is economic or potentially productive. This
area represents 53 per cent. only of the total 1and area
whereas experts are of opinion that 207 is about the
desirable figure for any country. A manufacturing
ocountry like Great Britain of course needs enormous
qugntities of rew materials, Among imports of these
timber is surpassed only by wool and cotton and 907,
of timber imports comes from foreign countries. So
the plight of the country may be imagined during a
cataclysm like the great War. It wasthis that drove
Parlisment to consider the question of ensuring soft
wood supplies during a poesible war in the future, A
Bill—the Forestry Bill-was passed in 1919 based on
the Aciand Report. Jts object was to secure the
planting up of an area which would yield three years’
supplies in case of war, The Bill drew up a program-
me of ten years’ work but later on when the fear of
wart had abated views became modified though not to
the extent of dircontinuing the work. It has had
another ten years’ lease of life to the end of 1939.

The author of this book has set out to explain to
the British public, which, in his opinion, has lost the
* forest instinet,” the need for maintaining forest
areas for other than mere war purposes, This partof
the book is of interest to the reader in Indis ; but we
have hardly anything to learn from Great Britain,
tbanks to the timely inauguration of a Forest Depart-
ment ip India. In the second part of the book the
author goes on to oriticise the work of the Forestry
Commission and to make suggestions, A suggestion
which is worthy of consideration in India is taken
from French practice. In France licensing receipts
derived from Produits des Jens i. e from the fota-
lisator, gaming tables at casincs and so forth, are not
oredited to the Treasury but are kept apart and
devoted to forestry, agricultural improvement work,
hospitals, eto.

The book is of topical interest in Great Britain
but of little interest on the whole tous in India.

KAPPA.

A HANDBOOK ON HANGING. By CHARLES
DUFF. (The Cayme Press, London.) 1928.
17cm. pp. 128. 25, 64.

MR. DUFF discovers the science of mathematics in
the * drop "that a skilled hangman gives the con-
demned man on the scaffpld, To him the perfect
finish of his fiendish business is all that nmatters,
8 olean and flawlers dislocation of the neck. Hang-
ing to the professional hangman is an art for art’s
sake. He will not bave any msudlin senti-
ment interfere with the beauty of its execution.
“The history of killing is the history of the
world;” =0 why be sentimental about hanging,
argues Mr. Cuff. If the secientist, who makes a dis-
tant-renge gun which does not miss its target, re-
ceives the applause of the world, why deny it to the
hangman * The world, Mr. Duff complains, is so-
unreasonable that it refuses to appreciate “the aest he
tic paradise in which tre hangman lives. The death
of an individual is a trifle when we think of wear
and the general slaughter and butohery, that is
synoymous; death itself,even death by execution, can

be made and fraquently is made into an admirable:
thing.” Passionately attached ag Mr, Duff is to the art-
of hanging, he deplores the present tendency in all
countries to abolish eapital punishment. He thinks.
that the world will be a dull place to live im if the-
philosophy of *an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth"
is discarded, and hanging as a source of amusement
wore given up. “ If further restrictions are placed
upen the att, we shall soon not kndw how to hang
pork or even pictures, ™

Mr. Duff regrets that in the hands of acft-hearted
legislators, the law of the land has ceased tabe re-
lentless and restricts banging to only four grave
orimes. “ Highly complex law as that which exist-.
ed in Greece in the time of Solon, in Rome in the
time of Justinian, and in England in the time of
Birkenhead is indicative of decadence. Metcy and
especially mass merey is a thing to be despised and
suppressed by sll. Think of every one living up to
Christ's commandments, thou shdlt not kill. Why it
is unthinkable! So away with all sentimental tosh
and let us get on with hanging.  Few distasteful arta
have been so persuasively defended. None ever
suspected, before Mr. Duff told us, that hanging was
as much the bulwark of the ¢onstitution as the army
and the Parliament | Liet the devil of a hangman have
his due if all othera plying as objectionables trade
a8, his have theirs. A well-paid, well uniformed
status guch as ** the woman would learn to fall for ™
will cover a multitude of his sins and surround him
with full social glory,—so builds Mr, Duff his mor--
bid oastle in the air.

The book is a marvel of cold-blooded logic.
J.P. O
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