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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Occasioned by his presence at the Armistice day,
celsbration, barcheaded, and by the
strepuous programmed, he hadto go
through on that day, the king sudden-
: 1y took ill on the 21st November
and gince then tho state of his health, alfernating
between persisting decline and . negligible prograss
has given cause for universal anxiety, Not &ill
about the 27th last, were- his: Majesty's medioal
sttendants definitely able to discover .the dangerous
pleural infection in his right lung, The bulletins
that they issued from time to time gave till then
-ambiguous readings of .the external symptoms, In
spite of the optimism of the doctors, however the admi-~

Hig Majesty’s
Aliness,

nistration of oxygen, the sudden recall of the Prince |
of Wales and the appointment of the State. Commis- |
sion to transact the King's business, st once gave |
people cause for alarm., At this stage the bulletins |

also made reference for the frst time to a slight fall
in His Mejesty’s ‘pulse. It ‘was on :the Tth of

Dacember that the needle exploration- -was made in |

‘his chest and on the 1%th, that relief came to bim
with the draining of the pleural effusion from his
lung. From that day the King has begun his snail-
slow recovery against such a heavy odd as his weak
heart, and the presence-of the Prinoce of - Walse by

his bedeide has appreciably helped”it. Ewen so

the royal physicians declared that for -ail the clear
progress made by the king, they -would be sble to

pronounce him entirely out of ' danger only on ‘the |
Christmas day. This is -consclation enough o those '

who have stood on tenterhooks ‘these thirtyfive days .

and there is therefore every reason fér cheerfulness

on our part. Though itis -truethat s i result ‘of

.the prolonged strain on His - Msajesty’s heattantl the '
" general system, the lowfever contihuesend:causes !

extreme exhaustion, his -haturally - rebust-'constitu-
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tion will, we assure ourselves, maintain its power of
resistance tiil complete health is established and joy
reigns once sgain in the heart of the Queen and her
royal children.

* * *

HIs Highness the Nawab of Bhopal delivered a gew
days ago a speech at a public
E:?nl:?::‘g:tﬂo’“ dinner in Bhopal. In the course of
. it he displayed abilities of a high
order in twisting facts or in misinterpreting them so
as to suit his own purpose. The gist of what he said
comes in a word {0 this. India under the Princes
and India ander the British are two seperate entities
which should not interfere with each other. Indian
States have their treaty relation« direct with the Bri-
tish Crown and will not consent to being transferred
to a “foreign” government ( i. e, ) the government of
Indis. The British promised democrat:c government
to India under them for that was their national form
of government and they regarded it as the bast. The
Nawab however had gerious doubts as to democracy
being suited to India buf was prepared to give hia
subjects a government suited to their own traditions,
The demands of the Indian States Subjeots Committee,
put forth in England, displayed ineptitude and igno-
rance or disregard of facts. The speech gives evillence
of a subtle brain and a glibe tongue but not of any
political foresight or imagination, The contention
of the Princes that their relations are with the British
Crown direct and not as represented by the Govern-
ment of India commits the serious mistake "of count-
ing without the host.. The question will finally be
decided neither by the Rulers nor by the Butler Com- -
mittee but by the people of the States. The influenze
of democracy in British India is surs to cross imagi-
nary political borders in spite of reactionaries like
the Nawab. Itis only a question of time when state
subjects themselves will demand demooracy in all
the states:indeed in some of them like Myacre, they
are already doing so. No smount of post-prandial
oratory is likely to blind them to'what is rgoing on
woross the borders. Neither will prohibition-of publie
meetings nor suppression of a free press -succeed in
the task. - These are like ineffectual dams that help
the current to accumate before, in one mighty onrusl},
it sweeps thom all away, The Nawah asked why, if
the State subjects had any grisvances, they did not
present them to their rulers, who wouid have dealt
with them suitably. As well might it be asked -why
& person should not speak out because bhis mouth is
gagged. The entire speach, if one will overlook the
lack of statesmanship that inspirea if, befokena short-
sighted optimiem. His Highness, though not  a be-
liewer in democracy "hag the fulleat sympathy with
the just aspirations of India.” Asfor his own msub-
-jects, "however ‘he. very -obligingly promises them
genuine and unchecked autacracy for aver and ever.
Thernis ne doubt their gratefulness to him-will. over
-flow among them in many directionsif only it is pex- -
-mitted o dowo.r - L o w0y
BRIV S C I | L
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THE Mjsore Legislative Council, which opened on
the 17th instant disocussed a resolu-

c"R mstitntional 5,4 on constitutional reforms in the
eforms in . A -
Mysore. State. The mover in urging consi-

deration of the question by a commit-
toe with mon-official majority, made out a strong
case for hia position. He said that both the Repre-
sentative Assembly and the Legislative Council were
veally powerless ae their resolutions were only
advisory in their nature, Besides the fact that the
Dewan presided over both the bodies stood in the
way of a free and frank diseussion of questions. The
‘representatives of the people wanted power and the
exeoutive should be made responsible to the legisla-
ture, The government strongly opposed the resolu-
tion, One official said that there were many social
evils in the State and they should be removed before
people asked for political reform To this exploded
Plea of the last century, however, nossrious attention
need be paid. But another ground of government
opposition deserves some consideration, The
Second Member of Counecil said that the Simon Com-
mission was considering the question of further
roforms in British India and that Jhey in Mysore
should await its report before taking up a similar
problem in their own area. This plea betrays a
confusion of ideas as to the nature of the reforms
agsked for in Mysore and in British India. In the
latier case what is being oconsidered by the Simon
Commission is & further stop in making the execu-
tive respongible to the legislature., Buf the Govern-
ment of Mysore has yet to take the very first step in
the direction of responsibility. The change required
in Mysore is similar to that which took place in
British India in 1919, Autocracy needs to be defi-
nitely given up ag a principle, however benevolent
it might be snd whatever the number of powerless
advisory bodies in the State. The government has
obviously not read the signs of the times or it is un-
willing to yield power to the people. In either case,
popular presure needs to be exerted on it steadily
and incessently tiil there is adequate response. And
this will not be long in forthcoming, for in Indian
States. the interests of the rulers and of the ruled
are not opposed to each other as in British India.
Mysore politicians will do well to think less of their
communal rights and more of their political duties.
Once they begin to do so, responsible government
will follow in an incredibly short time.

»* * )
THE All-India Trade “Union Congress opened at
The Trade Unton 3181ia on the 18th instant with

Mr, M. Daud in chair. In the course
of & lengthy presidential address he
#aid that the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms gave
official recognition to labour for the first time and
that fact proved a great impetus to the trade union
movement. Racial inequalities in the railway ser-
vice were to be. urgently removed, The All-India
Railway men's Federation also which met at Jharia
the day previous complained against the atfitude
of the government, towarde the grievances of the
railway men. Mr. Daud next opposed the oulf of
Independence and felt eatisfied with Dominion
Status for India. In any future oconstitution of the
country, be wanied adult franchise to be granted to
men and women, Seats for labour representation in
the Central and Provincial legislatures should be

Longress,

guaranteed. And in other waye also, labour interests : q S1E !
1 government which, in addition maiptained seven

ehould be amply safeguarded. Among the resolu-

tiona passed was one protesting against the arrest of |

My. Johnston, a representative of the League against
Imperialism. Another condemned the policy of emplo-
yers who reduced their cost of production by retrench-
ing labourers and taking more work from the remain-
ing operatives. A third asked for immediate legisla~

»
-

tion in favour of adulé franchise, eight-hour day or
44 hour week, the fixing of minimum wage, the provi-
sion of old age, widows’ and orphans’ pensions,
maternity benefit and weekly payment of wages.
Lastly in moving another resolution, Dewan Cha-
manlal strongly protested against the employment of
police and military forces on almost every impor-
tant occasion of sirike or lock-out. He said the
only reply tosuch a polioy was for the workers to
organise themeelves strongly. The labour movement
is young and vigorous in the country but sagacious
and calm leaders in it are few. Of equal impartance
with better organisation is increase in the number
of such leaders.
* * *

THE Administration Report of the Industries Depart-
Industries in ment of Madras for the year 1927-1928
Madras. reveals & certain amount of brisk acti-
vity. Under the State Aid to Indus.
tries Act, there isa Board of Industries appointed with
the Director of Industries as Chairman. Its duty is $o
recommend to the government loan applications from
industrialists which it considers to be deserving of
help. Inthe year under review the government had set
apart Ra. 4 lakhs for such loans but it appears that
only little mora than half a lakh waa utilised and the
remainder of the grant lapsed. This matter needs to
be carefully looked into, With wvast room for the
industrial exploitation of the country, it is strange
that the assistance proffered by the state has not been
taken advantage of by the public to the full extent.
One defect of the Aot indeed was detected and stepsto
remove it were under ocontemplation. It was that
ocertain seotions of the Act had the effect of prevent-
ing cottage and small scale industries from applying
for help. In fact, though the Aot had been in force
forfive years nearly, very fow applications from such
industries had beenreceived. The exemption therefore
of such small concerns from the provisions of tpe
Act concerned received oonsideration. A Bpeoial
Officer to survey cottage industries in the presidency
was at work during the year. And towards its close,
he had finished surveying about eight distriots. In
addition he was also making an intensive study of
the economic conditions of two villages in emch
district, in order to ascertain the principal oocupation
of the villagers, the period and the amount of their
leisure, the best use to which it could be put and
g0 on. His recommendations in the case of industries
peouliar to certain districts were given effect to
without undue delay. But such of them as were of
a general nature were naturally made to awaitthe
completion of the survey in the whole of the presi-

dency "
LB * *

THE Fiji government Re;portston Egu:ablion {)or t121217
ives interesting details about the
Education ia Fiji. Eduoation of Europeans, of Fijians
and of Indians in Fiji. The population of the three
races is respectively about 4000, 90,000 and 70,000,
There is slmost complete provision in the colony for
the education of European children. A scheme of
co-operation with the New zealand education depart-
ment enables Fiji to adopt the courses of instruction
in her government schools for Europeans to_those in
Now zealand, Fijian education however is not in -
haif so satisfactory a condition, There were in 1927
about 25 primary schools assisted with grants by the

schools, presumablyiteaching up to a higher stat_ldnrﬂ.
There were also Joint Provineial Schools contributed
to by all the Provinces except one and dependent on
the good-will of the Fijians. The report spesaks of &
gatisfactory measure of this good-wiil but also says
that only one pupil out of fifty was being educated
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in Ehese achools, In a New Zealand Technical Col-
lege four Fijian government scholars were studying
Figures are not detailed enough in the Report to
help the formation of an acourate estimate of native
literacy in the colony. The education of Indians is
not in a better position than that of Fijians. The
number of government schools for Indian pupils was
one while it was ssven for Fijians and four for Euro-
peans. There were 53 schools for Indians, 25 of
‘which received grants: some were under private
management and some under Missions, A census
taken in 1926 showed that one out of every four In-
dian boys of school age was under instruction and
one girl out of every twenty, Two Indians were
. studying in a Technical College in New Zealand as
government scholars. It is pleasing to note that our
countrymen in Fiji have shown a keen interest in
@ducstion and are maintaining a number of schools
Jargely by means of local gubscriptions, Expendi-

ture on education cut of General Reveneus rose from

£ 3000 in 1915 to £ 34000 in 1927 : but we would
like to know how this incrense was allotéed between
the various races 88 well as the total amount spent
on sducation in the oase of each race, The Report is
-milent on these points. ,
* » *
LAHORE witnessed the other day a fatal attack on
The Saunders Mr. Saunders a police offioial.

sinatiofn.  vude of moral principle or from the
dower one of political expediency, the attack is tobe
strongly condemned. The arm of the law is Ilong
enough in the country to apprehend the culprit and
to mete out to him the punishment that is richly his
‘due, Buf it is & mistake fo think that the eventis only
of individual importance. It is really a tragic re.
minder of the estranged feelings that prevail between
the rulers and the ruled. The immediate cause of
the deplorabla pocurrance is boeyond all doubt the bru-
tal assault that the Lahore Police recently made on
the 1ate Lalaji. [n view of the high esteem in which
he was held by all people, young and old, alike, that
by itself was enough to provoke popular indignation.
But his subsequent death widened the gulf between
the people and the government much more. As s
result, & more than ordinarily sensitive person, pre—
sumably s youth, thought in all probability of aveng-
ing Lalaji’s death by perpetrating a horrible orime,
But the real cause of the assassination is much dee-
per. It consists in the continued flouting of Indian
opinion and wounding of Indian sentiment that we
have been witnessing for the last few years. The
imposition of a detested Royal Commission on India
in fiagrant disregard of unanimous national opposi-
tion to it, is but the latest instance of this attitude,
On the other hand, Gandhiji’'s influence in favour of
non-violence is unmistakably on the wane, Thers
is no wonder then that the ouf-raged sense of pelf-
respect in a pensitive naftion expresses itself in
various directions, some of them distinctly repre-
hensible. The duty of the government today ig clear.
It does not end with the apprehension and punishe
ment of the author of the dastardly act: rather it
begins there. The government should save itself
from getting panio-stricken and taking any short-
gighted steps, That will only make matters worse,
And it should, secondly, begin, even at this stage, to
respect and to conciliate public opinion in India.
Even today, the political horizon is thickly clouded
but the next few years, threaten to be really stormy.
‘Wiil the government display some imagination and
oheck its mad career? The immediate future de-

pends & good deal on the answer,
. ‘ * . »

Whether viewed from the high alti-

IT is very happy news thattihe g}:ptfm ig Miraj bet-

ween the ief and the ryots
Miraj Diapute Settled. in regard to the recent land
revenue assessment, is amioably settled. In a pub-
lio notification issmed through the State Karbhari,
the Chief gracefully yields almost all the important
demands made, on behalf of the ryots, by certain
publio-gpirited eitizens of the State. He agrees toa
permanent reduction of 25 per cent in the recenten-
hancement and to eollect, during the current year,
only 35 per cent of the increased asgessment. Fur-
ther he is prepared to consider with - sympathy indi-
vidual oases of inability o pay. This move on his
part is very weloome either as & sign of deoreased
stubbornness in him or as the effect of popular egi-
tation. His announcement seems to be vague on
one point and it would be advisable to make it per-
feotly clear : that wonld save future trouble. The
amount to be collected during the current year isre-
ported to be 35 per cenb of the increased assessment,
But does “increased assessment " mean, assessment
increased by the Settlement Officers or by the Chief in
the final instance ¥ In other wordadoes it mean 35
per cont of the reduced assessment or of the orginal
one? Probably the Chief means the former but the"
notifieation does not clearly express the idea. While
thus far the announcement is eatisfactory, there aro
portions in it to which exception must be taken. In
a deprecatory tonme, it refers to certain “agitators’
who had no idea of “the special mutual interests of
the ruler of an Indian State and his pecple * and who
caused “a grave misunderstanding™ among the ryots.
Hero the broad suggestions made are that persons
from outside Miraj were responsible for recent hap-
penings and that they, as well as the local leadera
who were associated with them, intended to create
misunderstanding between the Chief and the ryots
affected. Nothing of course ia further from truth.
There were no outside people conneoted with the
movement, And the looal leaders, far from desiring
to create misunderstundings, were actuated by, the
best of motives. Indeed, in openly advoeating the
cause of the ryots, they consciously exposed them-
selvee to the displeasure or even the wrath, of their
Chief. Nobody does so for the mere love of it, As
to misunderstanding, we are glad that the Chief hag
at last cloared himself of it and understanding the
periousness of the situation, taken steps to conciliate
the distressed ryots.

* * *

IN our note of November 8 last on Railway

Auditors a8 Humourists we refer-
red to two railway auditors—one

in Government service and the other in a company’s
employ. The former has not been able to sustain
the humour, but the latter has been an entire success,
As stated before, the Chief Auditor of the company-
worked railway; on being asked- the date of the
sctual payment of certain Provident Fund dues,
wrote back over 1600 miles #o the retired railway
servant instructing him %o submit his appliocation
through his previous deparsmental chief whose coffice
was located within but two miles of the Chief Audi.
tor's. The servant obeyed the order and in due course
& reply was received—not giving the date but—say-
ing he is unable to give the required information.
After this who will be so foclish as to say that a com-
pany is not more businesslike than s State depart-
ment administering its own railways ?

) * # »

Sustaingd_ Humour.
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-~ THE ALL-PARTIES (DWVEI\TIOW

SINCE the = All-Parties Conference met: “at DeIh‘f
there had been two questions of : ‘outstanding impore
tance which exercised the minds of progressiva Indi-
ans of all shades of political thought. The first was
a8 to the basis on which the future Indian constitu-
tion was to be built up,. Should India expect her
political development in association with Britain
claiming the same freedom and sutonomy as the Domi-

nions enjoyed? Or did circumstanoes require thaf |

she should diseard British connection and claim the
fullest independence in theory and in practice ? The
other question concerned the settlement of commu:
nal differences so that we might cease to be =«
house divided against itself and our demand be re-
garded as representing the will of s united hvmg
nation. The question whether India was to aim at in-

dependence or at Dominion Status was left undecided |

by the All-Parties Conference at Delhi. But the Sub-
Committes appointed by it in August, and presxded
over by Pandit Motilal, came to the® conclusion that

it would be difficult fo formulate even the principles |

of the oconstitution unless this question was settled;

1t then decided that the future Indian vonstitution .

‘dominions. This decision was received with can.

siderable dissatisfaction by some Congressmen who

folt that it lowered the flag of the Congress which
only a few months earlier had declared in favour of
independence, But that very Congress which rescly-
ed that independence should be the goal of our efforts
also authorised its Working Commitiee -to draft a
‘Swaraj eonstifution for India on the basis of & Decla-
ratién of Rights, in consultation with other organi-

sations and to place the same for consideration and

approval before a special Convantlon congisting of
representatives of tha A. I C C, of other
organisations politioal, labour, commercial, com:
‘munal, and of the elected members of the Provincisl
and Central Legislatures. The only direction
that the Congress gave to its Working Committee
was that the constitution should comtsin s Declars-
tion of Righta but otherwise the deseretion. of thg
Lommitree -was unfeltered to frame & econstitntion
which would have the support of non-congress orga-
nigations, Hurther be it. noted that the constitution
80 framed was to be placed for approval, not before
the Congress bul before a body representative of vari-
ous interests and schools of thought, It is true thatthe
Congress placed before itself the ideal of inde-
.pendence ; but it seems to have realised that politi«
cal unity was of much greater practical importance
than mere abstract thecries and formulas. The
Nehru Committee. carried out: the. spirit of the
Congress resolution by laying down that our efforts
should be directed to the attainment of & position of
equelity with the self-governing Dominions. when it
found that thig was the only basis- orv whioh. unsani-
mity could be reached. Its: decison however waa
questioned at the meeting of the All-Parties Confe-
Tence, held’ ab Luckmow in: August lask. But
it was ‘there decided to endorse the con-
clusion at which the Committea had arrived.

Tt "Is hot bo'be ‘wondered b that the All-Parties Cone
venhon ‘shduld have found itself face to fave with
the samé issues as had’ confronted the conferance.

The Gonvenhon met in an. atmospehre of
unoertamty and the results of its deliberatious
were being spxiously awaited by the couniry.
But' it appeared scarcaly doubtful as soon as
the, Convention began which way it inolined.
It was- clear that' representatives of the various
bodiee that had met were fully conscious
of the indispensibility of unity under present
state of affairs and would not allow themsalves to do
anything which would destroy the hormony that had
been created by the. All-parties Conference and
undo the valuable work it had done. Those whko

" were agninst the acceptance of dominion status con.

tented themselves with placing a statement of thelr
views before the Convention. : The resolution asking
for this country the same status as that enjoyed by
the self-governning dominions was passed nem con.
The advocates of independence who were members
of the Congresshowever asked the president to note
that this resolution did not seen'to be in aocord
with that passed by the A.I. C. C. in Novembes last.

should be modelled on that of the self-governing | The A. L G, C. could notas a body be suposed to have

accepted it: - Thus it is olear that although the Con~
vention decided against severence of British connea
tion, the matter has not yet been finally settled

| Those who saw no chance of succeading in the Con-

vention will redouble their efforts to have their view
accepted by the All India Congress Committee. The
pogition is thus not fres from doubt. Mr. Gandhf

| has been asked to intervene and itis to be trusted

that the msjority of the congressmen will look
realities in the face and not be ¢arried away by emp-
ty shibboleths, So impartial an observer as the Iale
Laluji declared after the November meeting of the A.
L1.C.C., that personal considerations were to no small
extent respongible for oppesition to the Nehru Re-
port, Besides while the Congress may if it so
thooses have the empty satisfaction of being re-
garded as the most advanced political body by re-
jeoting the Report, it will have shown itself to be
utterly incapable of grappling bhard realities and
uniting with other  organisations in a patriotic en-
deavour to present s united front to the enemy. To
those who think lightly of be confusion and the set-
back that would be -caused by - rejection of the Re-
port, we ‘would. commend - careful perusal of
Mr. Yakub Hassan's spesch on Sunday.
He pertinenty asked why those who were in
favour of .independence wanted to have a consti-
tution at all. Referring to communalists, he
wondered how: champions of communal rights could
put themselves forward as undiluted patriota whose
self-respect wouldbe satisfied with nothingless thaa
independence. He pointedly asked “My friends who
want independence, why ghould they have any comn-
gtitution at all ? There will be time enough for con-
titntions after they gain independence. Let us as
practical men take stock of the real facts. Do the.
Hindus who wise to ‘fight: for independence realise

. that with them they must have Muslims who are
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communalists ¥ And if Muslims are serious about
independence, why dothey worry and fight about the
rights of minorities in the constitution?” No one
who tries to consider the present position dispassion-
ately can fail to be impressed by the weighty argu.
ments advanced by our Mr, Yakub Hassan. Our creed
aa he said, is non-violence. 'We are divided amongst
curselves. And Indian States which are already look-
ing upon us with suspicion, will be definitely ranged
against as, should we declare independence to be our
goal. When we bear in mind, along with these
facts the status aassigned fo the self-governing
dominions by the Imperial Conference in 1926,
it seams so0 incomprohensible that any body of series
politicians should think of dividing the national
strength at this erucial moment of India’s destiny by
trying to create prejudice against the Nehru Report
simply becange it does not insist on theoretical in-
dependence. We hope Congress will follow the
courageous lead given by Pandit Motilal and com-
plete the good work begun by it in December last by
treating the decisions of the Convention as the Na-
tional Demand. The Government should note thesigns
of the times and see that the upholders of the ideal
of independence have been unable -to make headway
for the time being because the country has elscted
to follow the advice of her saner and more farsighted
leaders and chosen the path of friendly cooperation.
But should (the reply of the government to their
gesture of good-will be a haughty refusal to treat
India 88 an equal pariner in the British Common-
wealth of nations, it will create anunbridgeable guif
between India and Britain. Whether Britain will
choose to be our friend or foe, we do not know. But

one thing is certain, India is deftermined to win -

her freedom whatever the price she might haveto pay

for it.
Pandit H. N, KUNZRU M.L_.A.

THE MADRAS LABOUR- DEPARTMENT.

THE nasme of this Department is not precisely
.indicative of the duties it performs, The Adminis-
tration Report for 1927-28 that has just reached

us shows that the Department deals, in addition to |

labour, with the administration of the Indian

Factories Aot of 1911, with the amelioration of the
Depressed Classes. and with Criminal Tribes Setile-

ments. The Report says that in view ,of the fact
that accidents in railway - workshops - happened
mogtly to workmen with short service, there is a

proposal to educate the illiterate workmen by pube .
lishing a book illustrating the dangerous parts of .

machinery and how to fence them. Ag to Labour, a
mesting of the Labour Advisory Bosrd is reported to
have been held in January of this yeasr to discuss
the attitude of the Department towarde industrial

disputes. And it was decided therein that what the.

Department should do was to keep itself fully in-

formed of the facts, considering them in their rela- -

tion to the ascertained conditiona of industrial labour
generally in the Presidency and to interfere mf the

last resort. The Workmen’s Compensation Act was.

found to restrict unduly its application in the cass of
some classes of workmen who do not benefit by if
and amendments have besan suggested to remove the
defect. On the basis of the Unemployment Commit-
tee's Report which was published in October 1927,
the Government opined that the problem eould not ba

ablvéd at onee and ﬂ:at the real difficulty Iay in the
prevailing misconception aa to the object of education -
fnl;i in non-recognition of the dignity of agricultural
abour.

Emigration islawful only to Ceylon and Ma-
laya at present. In spite of the restricted production
of rubber in Malaya and of the decreased demand in
consequence, seasonal oconditions in India were so
bad that the number of emigrants was as high as
as 117,892, The North Arcot District sent the largest
number of these. Ceylon absorbed as many as 102,802
labourers mainly from the Trichinopoly District.
The demand for labour in Assam  was supplied
meinly by the Ganjam and Vizagapatam districts
and during the year ending with 30th June 1927,
11,376 reeruits were enlisted, The general conduct of
recruitment is reported to be satisfactory. In 1927
South Africa sent back 2387 emigrants in
ten batches.

The Depressed Classes are probably the most
important concern of the ' Department. Special staff
to improve their condition has been working for
some time past in many districts sand in the year
under review, three mors districts had such staff
appointed to them, The measures of improvement
adopted relate mainly to housing, co-operation and:
education. For house-sites, an extent of 303 acres of
Government land waas assigned during the year for
the bepefit of 2305 families, And since the inception-
of the Dapartment, the number of sites so provided
was 22, 2:7. In addition, private land was acquired
to the extent of 173-8Y acres at a cost of Rs. 116,158
At the beginning of the year, there were 1332 co ope-
rative societies working and 193 were organised
afresh. These societies finance the mequigition of
house-sites on an easy instalment aystem, finance
loans for agricultural purposes or to discharge debts
contracted at higher rates of interest, and provide
for collective sale and trade. Educational progress -
continued unabated. 271 new sohools were started
bringing the total number of schools to 1178 with a
strength of 36,885 boye and 5,914 girls. Andin ad-
dition the payment of grants fo private bodies engaged
in educating these down-trodden paople was also kept
up, Two hostels were mdintained for students: the.
Paddison - Hostel at Madras snd the Government
Depressed Classes Hostel in Masulipatam, Boarding
grants were given to the Badagas and the Todas
in the Nilgiri District, and to Koraveg in the
Salem and the Trichinopoly districts, 550 =scholar-
ships and 220 free studentships were also granted
during the year. Apart from these measures, the
Government also helped in the provision of wells,
of pathways to cheris, of burial or burning grounds, .
sud in the construction and repair of school-sheds. '
For these miscellaneous- purposes an amount of
Rs. 446,842 was spent. These were steps taken to help
the Depressed Classes generally but in particular
colonies were opened to settle some of them. on the
land. Thus the Nayadis in' Malabar had s settle-
ment at Olavaklot; similarly the Dandasis of
Ganjam and the Todas of the Nilgiris, The majo*
rity of the Union Boardsinthe presidency had no

-depressed class representatives on them but steps were

proposed to secure such representation at the least’
by nomination of suiteble persons. ‘

Dealing with Criminal Tribes is, if not the most
iraportant, at any rate the most difficult part of the
work of the . Department. The Kaliars live in the.
Madure, Raminad and Tanjore Districts and inhabit in
all more than 1000 villages, Other oriminal tribes
deslt with are the Lambadis and the Nakkalas of
East Godavari, There are various settlements for
&1l these tribes, some of which are under the control.
of the Salvation Army, some others under that of the
American Baptist Mission and the res; under
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Government Control. Tha work taught at these settle-
ments is mainly sgriouttural but industries like
weaving, leather and sandal work, carpet making, eto.
are algo taight. Education is imparied to the boys
and girls of the tribes, the progressin this direction
being really satisfactory. Efforts are made to
start and run co-operative societies among these
people. It isbut natural that there should be some
absconders but their number is very smail and may
be neglected. ' ‘

The Labour Dapartment is thus doing very
valuable work, One of the greatest problems we
have to solve relates tothe Depressed Classes and
yeot all provincial Governments have not taken to
ameliorative mensures for the benefit of thosze classes
just as the Madras Government have done. It is high
time they did so.

- LABOUR POLICY IN SOUTH AFRICA IX.
BY A STUDENT.

THE CASE AGAINST WHITE LABOUR POLICY.

In the last article we summed up the oase for the
‘White Labour Policy now pursued in South Africa,
One other argument is also advanced in its favour,
The Native is not a landlesslabourer depending solely
on industrial labour in urban areas for his support;
he has his own communal 1and to fall back upon. As
a matter of fact the Native returns to his land occa-
sionally himself, and in his absence his relations
look after the land. Indusirial labour is merely a
supplimentary occupation to him ; not the sole nor
the main ocoupation. The case of the European in-
dustrial labourer is different ;he is landless and has
no other or alternative work fo do and is eolely de-
pendent on industrial labour and the wages it brings.
This is yet another handicap that weighs heavily
against the White in the competition with the Native.

Jhis argument, as all the other arguments, is
but partially true. In recent years quite a consider-
sble class of Natives has grown up which is urban,
industrial and landless. Recruited for or attracted
by urban industrial labour, many a Native has sun-
dered his connection with his ancestral 4raal, and
migrated to cities, and is now in exactly the same
position as the white industrial worker,

This circumstance has brought about a corres-
ponding change in the standard of life of the Native,
The city-bred Native and non-European has a stan-
dard of life far superior to that of the raw Native in
the Kraal, and means permitting, not inferior to that of
the corresponding class among the white workers, The

oft-repeated and, in consequence almost axiomati- :

cally acoepted thesis that a gulf divides the standard
of living of the white and the black in South Africa
is rather mis-leading in its generalisation, It ia true
if the standard of the raw Kraal Native is compared
with that of the skilled white worker in South
Africa, Be it remembered that the latter iz much
higher than that of the corresponding class in Eng-
land, even more so than that of the corresponding
class in Eastern Europe. Even in South Africa it-
self the standazrd of living of the poor whites and of
the rural whites is not perceptibly higher than that
of the urban Native. If the Native is an unfair com-
petitor with the European because of disparity in
the standards of life, the rural whites, who in such
large numbers are drifting to the towns, are no dess
unfair competitors of the urban whites. This exodus
to the towns is due to the great disparity in the wages
of the whites themselves in urban and rural areas,
and the corresponding standards of life. The fact of
the matter is that there is a general move towards a
higher standard of life ail the world over, and the
native is no exception. To deny opportunities to the

‘opinicn, be unjust.

native onthe ground of hislower standard of life is not
likely to mitigate the disparity, and in consequence
the unfair competition, as is alleged, but will only
perpetuate and acocentuate it. The only wise course
18 to accelerate the pace of advanoe of the standard of
life of those that are somewhat backward, And the
most effective method is to give them full opportuni-
ties for development, and higher sconomic means.

A policy which deliberately denies opportunis"
ties for development to the- Natives is not only inde-
fensible and unrighteous from & moral point of view
but it is dangerous from a political point of view. A
rankling sense of injustice and outrage in what is
the major part of the population of South Africa, is
no strength to the State. * On general prinociples, it
appears to us, ” said the Eoonomic and Wage Com-
mission, {(p, 122), “ te be unsound policy to exclude
by legislation a olass whioh has no representation in
the legislature, from the economic opportunities at
present open to them, for the benefit of the political-
ly privileged class.” No stronger condemnation of
the white labour policy can be imagined. If further
proof was necessary, the Commission quotes from
the reports of several previous Commissions to the
same offect. The Transvaal Indegency Commission,
1906-8, enid, “We are opposed to sny Government
action whioh is designed to protect the white men
against reasonable competition from the coloured
races, Any action on the part of the State which
would havethe result of suddenly throwing large
numbers of Natives out of employment in order to
eage the position for the white man would, in our
Moreover, no attempt to deters
mine the respective poritions of the two races in the
industrisl world which ignores economic Iaws can
be successful. We are opposed fo these proposals
(white Iabour policy ) because they would have the
effect of enguring to the white man higher wages
than would be economically justified.” The Mining
Industry Commission, 1907-8, stated, “Butin our
opinion any measure which seeks to place & perma-
nent artificial barrier by legislation in the way'of
the coloured man improving his position accprd:_ng
to his capacity is very difficult fo justify or maintain,
Further, we feel assured that no such measure could
by itself be permanently effective in securing the
onds desired so long ae conditions are per:_nltted to
exist which cause natural laws and economic forces
to be operating in the opposite direction.” The ]3-100-
nomie Commission, 1914, said,” Your Commission-
era are of opinion that there should be no legsal bar-
riers to prevent natives or others of the non—white
population, from engaging in any work above the
grade ofunskilled.” The Relief and Grants-in-Aid
Commission, 1916, said “Repressive laws, aimed
against the natives, would be wrong morally and
politically, and would only serve artificially to
protect the white races and would, therefore, in_our
opinion, do more harm than goed in actual practice”.

Apart from the unrighteousness of it, there are
practical difficulties in carryingout the white labour
policy. In the first place there are not enough white
jobs, which justify, economically speaking white
wages, for all the white men. It is absolutely un-
economioc fo pay every white man a wage of a pound
a day. Many of them do not deserveit. It may be
that at the present moment the wage policy is con-
templating only the urban white workers, who form
8 fraction of the fotal white population. But the
very fact of high wages guaranteed by State action
in industrial pursuits is responsible for a congider-
able and growing drift of the rural whites to the
towns, And it may not be long before the vast bulk
of the whites will congregate in townsand expect and
demand from the State that they should be given

‘white wages and no less, And that is impracticable,
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. Nor are there snough white jobs for all white
:men. Some of them will perforce have to accept
. kaffir work, as they are doing at the present moment;

To pay the white man the white wage for Aaffir
work is agsin uneconomie. The atternpts to prove
the conirary are more heroic than convincing.
The Economic and Wage Commission put the matter
beyond doubt, To quote oniy one instance, the Rail-
way suthorities found that while the white man had
a higher efficiency of 15 per cent he cost 100 per
-cent more than the Native, Recently addressing
the Annual Couference of Divisional Councils the
Acting Secretary of the Labour Department stated
“*On roads constructed for the Lands Department in
the British area, the cost of employing white labour
on day pay was considerably higher than the cost of
employing native labour, bué ss soon aas they were
puf upon piece-work, the execss cost was reduced,
first to 25 per cent, then fo 15 percent., and eventual-
ly to 7 per cent. while the men sarned up to 123 =&
day.” He estimated that white labour would cost
-some 20 per cent mora than native labour, The proof
of the pudding is in the eating thereof. He complained
that “although the Union Government had given a
-splendid lead in providing manual workers with
work at reasonable remuneration, other publie bodies
-such sg Provineial Councils, Muniecipal Couneils,
and Divisional Councils, with a few exceptions, had
not: deemed it fit to adopt that policy and to do all
that lay in their power to give it a fair chance of
‘suoccess.” (SBocial snd Industrial Review, Nov. 1928).
This ecomplaint is significant ; it is the clearest proof
that white labour is not economie, If public bodies
-controlied by whites do not adopt the white labour
policy,.it is emall wonder that private employers are
evon more reluctent to try the hazardous experiment,
and thaf the Government has to qffer all kinds of
inducements to get them to do so. The mainpulation
of the Tariffs'is one of them. Industries are offered
greater protection on condition that they undertake
-to employ white labour.

Peart of the uneconomic character of white
Iasbour is due to the inefficiency of the indivudual.
The accidental possession. of a white skin doeg not
necessarily make one more efficient. Partly it is
-due to what may be called the white complex. The
unskilled white worker is very reluctant to do un-
-gkilled work for the resson that it iz Kaffir work.
He does not put his heart in his work; he sulks, and
-does not attain the maximum of such efficiency as
he possesses. That makes it even more uneconomic
‘to pay him the white wage. This colour prejudice
extends even to semi-gkilled and gkilled trades. For
instance, in the matter of apprentices in the Bespoke

“Tailoring industry, great difficulty is experienced in | most of whom are now in -some work or other, withe

| out ecausing any displacement of white workers,

getting Sovth African whites for the work, They
avoid it because most of the work in that line has
“hitherto been done by non-Europeans, ( Socisl and
Industrial Review, Jan, 1927 ) In his report for 1924
the Chief Inspector of Labour said,” *“The Western
Province Inspector reported that most occupiers in
~his area were averse to employing civilised juvenile
‘Iabour, the reason given being that European juve-
niles were undisciplined and their parents inter-
fearing and unreasonable. Some oceupiers who attemp-
ted replacing eoloured by European youths became
discouraged and riverted to ooloured Iabour as being
-gagier to handle.” Again, "The Inspector reported
“that a fairly general attempt was mads on the Rand
to employ European youths on bakers’ vans instead
of natives, and more than 50 were placed in 1924.
Some were a sucocess, but others not, the complaint
against them being excessive smoking, coming Iate
‘to work, and pilfering bread, cakes and even money.
Several apprentices left when they were put on night
shift, not caring to be deprived of their evening

amusements, On the other hand, one large baker
proved very successful in training European lads.”
This colour prejudice has not yet died down. In the
address referred to above, the Acting Secretary for
Labour said, “They ( white workersa) had been
brought up to a belief that the work which natives
do was not fit for a "white man., They had become
terribly sensitive on thia point.” -

Not only is white Iabour inefflicient, it is also
inadequate for all the unskilled work to be done,
and the white workers will not consent to work
alonggide the native, It is degrading emough for
them to have to do kaffir work, it is simply unthink-
able th t they should do it alongside the despised
kaffir and within his sight. Unskilled work in South
Afrioa cannot all be done by whites, considering
that hitherto almost the whole of it waa being done
by non-Europeans. It is very doubtful if even road-
making, which the Government thinks is so eminent-
1y fit for whites to undertake, can all be donme by
whites, if it were reserved for them. Natives will
have to be employed in large numbers, and both
races will not work together. The gangs must be
segregated and bhe white workers will receive a
higher wage than the nafive. Small wonder that
the Provincial Councils are chary of the costly and

" withal unocertain project.

The pursuit of the white labour policy has
landed the Cape Town Municipality in an unenvi-
able position. With laudable intentions the Muni-
cipality decided on constructing houses for the poor-
er members of the coloured community. In res-
ponse to the Government call for white labour policy
the houses were built with white labour at white
wages, Now the houses are ready, but there are no
occupants forthcoming. The economic rent is much
too high for the coloured worker with his lower
wages to pay. The height of economic absurdity
is reached when Bloemfontein confemplated_ the
building of houses for natives getting a wage of a
pound a week or lower with white labour getting
a pound a day.

There is at the back of the mind of people who
clamour for & white labour policy a feeling that, of
semi-gkilled and skilled work there iz a limited
quantity, and that every single such job secured by
a non—European means one less for the white, and
that if the non-Buropeanis excluded from such jobs,
there would be more openings for the whites. The
most elementary truisms of economics flatly contra-
dict such theories. “The fallacy of the view is ob-
vious,” seays the Economic and Wage Commission
“ if wo consider that the native population inoreased
by nearly 700,000 persons between 1911 and 1921,

who also increased in numbers.”

The Commission proceeds to rub the point home
by stating that “the introduction of labour-saving
machines has proceeded apace, with the result that
more workers are employed, not less. Again, “the
population of most countries is increasing and this
inorease ecreates no problem of unemployment. The
reason is obvious on & little consideration-the in-
crease in the population has to be fed and olothed
and housed and amused, and employment is provided
for the increase in the population by the- expa.ns_ion
of industry to provide the additional food, clothing,
houging and entertainment.” o

Far from the unhampered progress of the native
being & handieap to the whites, it will be their salva -
tion a8 it were., Even if the standazrd of life of the

" native does not keep pace with the rise in his skiil
. and wages; it is bound to rise, and rise rapidly. The

demand for goods for his consumption will grow
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with it and more people will be wanted to create
the goods and more employment will be forthcoming.
It is suicidal, therefore, for the whites to interpose a
bar to the economic progress of the native.

So much then for the case against the white
labour policy, - o _
: ( To be continued. )

OUR SOUTH AFRICAN LETTER.

SIR X. V, REDD]I, THE NEW AGENT.

South Africa was somewhat taken by surprise when
it was announced that Sir Kurms was to succeed
Mr, BSastri as the Agent of the Government of
India. Surprise because his name' was not among
those IPame Rumour gpeculated about: and his
reputation bad not reached South Africa yet. Few
people knew anything about him. But sll classes
were willing to extend to him a cordial welcome and
do their best to make his task easy and pleasant,
The “ Natal Witness” has a very appreciative leader
ont the subject. It refers to the “considerable amount
of self-sacrifice involved when & man of Sir Kurma's
eminence and proved ability absents, himself from
;[lndm. awhile,” when Indian ploitics is so full of

boundless possibilities for able and far-sighted

Indians”, It ends up with the hopethat “his term

of office in the Union may be fruitful of good for
both countries as was that of his predecessor, Mr.
Sastri.” and assures him that “he will commence
hie duties with the goodwill and the goodwishes of
everyone concerned,” The “Cape Times” also writes
in a similiar strain, “South Africa will, we are sure,
extend to Sir Kurma -Reddi a cordial and sincere
weleome and will do jts best to render his task as
littie thankless as from the natureof the circum.
stances it can be.”

STATUS OF THE AGENT

The “Cape Times” goes on to make 8 sugeesti
whiclg should be carefully noted in Indis.g ?‘nﬂf
Sastri has been 80 much bigger than hig post that
few have noticed how small in iteelf the post is, We
hope that no Indian Agent in South Africa will
ever be smaller than his post. That Sir Kurma Reddi
18 nothing of the kind, is already obvious, even from
our present too meagre knowledge. Nevertheless
the Government of Indis will probably find if desir.
able~on_genera.l groundsto enlarge the post and to
match it somewhat more equally with the man.”

INDIAN TRADE UNION CO>GRESS,

The Natal Indian Congress hes taken in hand
the organisation trade unions :among Indiapa, and
the first T.rada Union Congress met on the 1st
December in Durban, - There is but just one Indian
trade union which is registered, there are a few un-
registered, The position in South Africa with regards
fo trade unions is rather novel and perhaps has no
parallel in any other country. They are almost en-
tirely European and opposed: to the ndmission of
non-Europeans, They can and do negotiate with
the employerg regarding wages and other conditions
. of work, wh_mh are . binding on non—Europeans as
well, That is unfair enough. Dut worse may and
has happened. The sgreements between the European
employees a.r.ld_t@a employers may aud do include
clauses prohibiting the employment of persons who
srenot members of. trade wunions. The National
Pr_lntmg_ Industry Agreement has sucha elause, and
such Indians as are now employed inthe trade are
there by special and individusl exemptions granted
and renewable atthe pleasure of the unions,

Ia certa.in. designated irades yonng men ma
nok be spprenticed without the sanction of Appreq.
ticeship Commiitees created under the Apprentige.

{ such eduocation for Europeans;

-and

ship Act. These Boards consist entirely of Europeans:
moreover, the minimum educational qualification
for apprentices is the VI standard, Now eduocation
up to that standard is compulsory for Europeans, so
that every European youth has the minimum quali-
fication. But education isnot compulsory for non-
Furopeans, and even on a voluntory basis, the faci-
lities aré notoriously inadequate. Again , appren~
tices have to underge technical education during
their apprenticeship. Facilities are provided for
and not for non-

Europeans, except perhaps in Cape Town. There
are Juvenile Affagirs Boards for the purpose of plac.
ing youths in industry, and finding proper jobs for
them. But they cater only to the European youth,

Ag if all thie was not unfair enough, the wages
fized by the Wage Board and by mutual agreement
batween the Buropean employees ana the employers,
approximate to the unduly high traditional European
standard. It may be remarked here that the Econo-
mic and Wage Commission found that real wages.
in England were 30 per cent iess, in Amaterdam
nearly 40 per cent less, in Paris and Berlin over 50
per cent less in Brussels and Milsn over 60 per cent
less than in South Africs, and that these high wages
wore being paid at the expensa of the non—-European
workers, It ic obvious that employers can afford to
pay these high wages to only the most efficient. It
has been shown in the previous paragraph that faci.
lities to improve one’s efficiency are pressed on
Europeans but denied to non—Europeans. As if to
add insult to injury, the non-Eurcpean is told that
wage determination in South Africa takes no notice
of race or celour, that the same wage is open to sall
races. and that south African Labour holds aloft the-
exalted principle of equal pay for equal work, irre-
spective of race or colour.

One of the tagsks of the Indian Trade Union
Congress is to congider an intriguing situation that
has recently arisen.. 1t has been the policy of the-
Government to parmit the registration of only one
trade union for each ocoupstion. In many ocoupa-
tions Europeans, who predominate in numbers have
registered trade unions, into which they donot admit
non-Europeans, The minority of non-Europeans in
these ~“occupations could not register separate
unions. It happens, however, that in one partioular
trade, to wit, hotel emplovees, Indians who form
some 377, of the employees had snticipated the En.
ropeans and registered a union in Durban. They are
prepared to admit ofher races to membership, bué
the European hotel employees disdain entering that
union, They, therefore, asked they may be allowed.
to form & separate union and it might be registered.
The law was against it. The horror of parallel
unions hag now in consequence greatly abated, and
the Government are willing to consider with equani.
inity the formation of parallel unions, but only in
special eircumstances. Iffthe European has forestalled
the non-Europsan and formed a union, fhen no para-
llel union is desirable sinceit wviolates the high
principle of solidarity of labour and a single union!
Butif a non-European anficipated the European,
then, of course, & parallel union is permissible |
Indian opinion is decidedly against parallel
unions. Indians consider it oubrageous that the
open constitution of their union, which represents
some 97 per cent of the employees, should be altered. -
. made exclusively- Indian in order to
meet the prejudices of just 3 per cent of the
employees. '

" The case is differert when an existing trade
union debars pon-Huropeans either by its constitu.
tion or by executive action. Ifthe former, there is
no alternative except o register a parallel union. If
the latter, the law is against suoh a step. For th?-
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Registrar can register another union only when‘the
existing union is not.representative of the trade, and
it eannct be said te be so .when ita oonstitution is

-open to' all races, thongh by executive action, it is |

kept closed. A European union earlier in the field

can, by sdopting an open constitution but keeping

ont non-Europeans by executive aotion, affectively
prevent the registration of a paraliel non-European
urnion, and it is doubtful if the Department of Labour
oan order otherwise; )
A third salternative is being suggested. The
second union may be a branch of the first union,
and not a separate union. - These alternatives ara
being debated with energy and earnestness. .

Mr. Sastri opened the Congress on the 1st Dee/ |

in Durban. He detailed at some length the disabili-
ties of Indians in the industrial field, and madea
fervent appesl to Government for fairplay and more

tender considerafion for the interests of a disfran- |

chised and psrse:zuted people; to the Government

-officials for even-handed justice and sympathy, and |

to the Ihdian trade unionists for moderation and
goodsense coupled with dogged persistance in venti:

lating their grievances..The Department of Labour |

was represented by the Registrar of Trade Unions,
‘the Chief Inspector- of Liabour and the Divisional
Inspector of Labour, who are very helpful with ex-
‘port knowledge and advice, :

REVIEWS, '

COOPERATION BETWEEN TOWN AND
COUNTRY. =~
“TOWN AND COUNTRY. By ELva E. MILLER,

( University of North Carolina. Press, Chapel
Hill. ) 1928. 81¢ x 514, pp. 212. $2. :

THIS is one of the most interesting books that have
The bock |

appeared in recent fimes on rural topics,
is primarily a study of the town in the country,
*“The writer believes that the countey town can be truly
seen nnly against its unessapable background of fields
and farm honses and farming folk. He believes too that
much discussion of agrionlture and agricultural problems
has been inadequate becanse it has stopped with the end
of the farming lands and at the boundarles of the town.”

"The country town, asit is discussed in the book,
is one that does most of its business with the country
and whose prosperity is bound up with that of the

rgountry people. ‘

The first gettlements in America were towns |
near the sea coasts, and were mainly inhabited by |-
commercial people. Gradually a farming community |
grew up aud these preceeded inland to establish other |
‘towns. The typical pioneer was the farmer, who took |
his family and his belongings into the wildnerness |
He was essentially a town-bred {
man. The town in these localities was not & separate |
development or a separate interest; it developsed out |

‘tn0 make a homae,

of theneeds of the farmers. The town not only

.grows out of the country, it continues to live on it. |

There is 8 mutual dependence of the one on the other

for continued prosperity to both, and this point has }

been well brought out. At the same time we have
to remember that & common point of contact bet-
ween the oountry and the town is when they come to-
gether for exchange of commodities. Then is seen
the divergerice of their interests, for the buyer’s in-
terest cannot be the same -as the seller’s interest,
Each wants to strike the best bargain possible.
Again, more weaith fiows from the country to the

-oity than in the other direotion, and the bewt youth
-of the country tends to go in -the same direction, |

—

The country in fact feeds the town in many ways,
° “The country produces the child, eares for him through

- 'the daredremanding days of his- infancy, feeds and clothes
him through lis unproductive years, bears the expense of

hie education, 'and turns him over to the ¢ity, a finished
produet, at the beginning o‘f hia productive period of life.':

- In a way, this is natural. The city offers better re-
wards, and puts within the reach of everybody the
results of modern scientific advance, Until the rural

parts can be made more atiracstive in the matter of
social amenities, and in the matter of conveniences
. like the telephone, electric light, etc., this kind of

.

| drain is inevitable,

*“Up to a certain point, the growth of the towns and the
development of urban business meana better things for the
farmer ; beyond & osrtain peint, every inorease in compa~
rative wealth and comforts and progress of the town pro=
; motes a decadence of countyy life.”” * If the town: too far

outstrips the country in the things that make life -desir-

able and effort productive, there will be a steady deterios
*  ration of country stamina along with the deterioration of

coumtry finances.” '

In the ' matter of .education' and roads, the
country is badly, served. The town school has better -
buiidings, better equipment and bettor teachers. The
town should realise that -the educstion of the
childran of its rural neighbourhood is as muck ita
concern as the concern of the looalitx itself. Good-
roads,again, are not merely the concern of any par-
ticular focality, especially in these fimes of long dis-
tance travel.

% The town, as an institution,’ is not always exactly cor
dial towards the oountryman in town ; it i# often not very
considerate either of his welfare or his comfort; at times
it is to be feared, it forgets to be oourteous to him, and
forgetting te be courteous, it ie in danger of forgetting to
be-just.”” “Peopla who pride themselves on their respeo- .
tability go hunting through the farmers’ flelds without
their permission, litter up his roadsides with cans and
bottles and old papers and never imagine that the} ars
losing their respectability in a domineering discourtesy of
a petty sort of dishonesty.” -

The town, possessing a higher culture, must lead
in many ways and must not forget that it is incums-
bent on it to carry the country slong with it.

“ It can give the most fully, however, ¢an make its
leadership the most effective, only_ when it gives ta the
country, along with what is bast of its own attainments,
appraciation of and pride in the best of the old scuntry
traditions and customs and graces.” “Thers must be de-
veloped in the country a rural oivilisation equal to, and
integrated with, the civilisation of the city. For the main
on the farm, life must be made equally pleasant, labour
equally profitable, with the life and labour of the man in
town. The material blessings of the city must extend
themselves into the country. Whatever oultural oppor=
tunity the city holds must he open to the youth of the
farm, There must be convenienas and comfort and beauty
and the lightening of Jabour in the country home zs well
ag in the city apartment, The path to knowledge and to -
- . saccomplishment and to power must be oben before the foet
of childhood from every farm yard gate. Obly 3o oan the
future of the nation be assured.”

g The book is a powerful plea, for on one side the
. proper development of the countryside and om the
other, for an understanding cooperation between the
“town and eountry. It isfull of very valuable sug-
. gestions, born out of actual experience, and it deser~
. veB t0 be closely studied by all whoare interested in
and working for the betterment of the rural parts.

GUNDAPPA 8, KJRPAD..
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INDUSTRIAL PEACE
HARMONY BETWEEN LABOUR AND CA-

kY

" PITAL. By O8S0AR NEWF_'ANG. (_Pt_:tnsm). 1927_.

. 814 x5, pp. 238, ) . -
CONSIDERING how much wealth is lost to us- by in-
dustrial conflict an attempt to find a solution’ for it
will find a ready hearing at this time when strikes |
are supposed to be the last word in the social and.
economic welfare of the workera. In the first part.
Mr., Nowfang ~ analyses the causes -of industrial
unrest. They are the fixation of wages without re-
forence to a just rule, the separation of management
from capital and consequent “cold-blooded, economie,
and inhumanly oppressive attitude towards -labour.”.
In part II, the author considers existing methods of-
establishing harmony. The author gives impartially-
what can be said against several methods like the
Bonus- system; " Profit-sharing,. Socialiem,- Com-
munism and Social insuranca, One of his judgments
is peculisrly apt to-day in :England as well as

India:— )
- ®Trade-unionism 4s “mot -therefore an attempt " to

_ --establish harmony-between labour and capital but it ia a.

arplan to organise the pamp of labour*and put it jnto g
".position of Sghting power supbrior to the camp of capital,”,

In the third part, the muthor expounds his own
devices to bring about the harmony between the two -
agents of production. . The essemce of his scheme is
that instead of eapital being the ‘residuary legatee®
Iabour should be in that position; so that after s
fixed interest for capital .is deducted the excess of
gross reoeipts over the cost should be handed over to
labour—including in this brain labour, summed up
in the phrase ‘management’. This rate, according to
the suthor, should be determined by public authority
which at the same time should strictly regulate
capitalization and reserve funds in order to prevent
watered stock. As disputes are sure to arise with

regaxd to the division of the surplus earnings the |

author suggests that it should be distributed in the
proporiion that the salary or wages of a person bears
to the total payment-bill, with the proviso that
workers are given free preference to choose their jobs
asnd perfect competition is allowed. An important

item in the rcheme is the appointment of workers® |

suditors to prevent diversion of profits in underhand
ways like excessive : depreciation aceounts, buying
raw materials -from favoured concarns, &e. The
larger share of the total earnings that thiz scheme

would give to labour, would enable it graduslly to |

invest more and more till they practiocally contrcl
the industry. - To avoid disputes about acecounting
methods the State should, in the opinion of the author, -
make regulations about these and an appeal to courts
should be allowed in case of facts with regard to the
snnual earnings, strikes and lock-outs being
forbidden by legislation. In this connection the
puthor admits that the Boviet statesmen made a
mistake in banishing the technical skill of manage-
ment from their sountry and is glad to find that they
are replacing undiluted Communism by a sytem of
private initiative and capitalistic operation in the
matter of manufacturing and trade,

It is quite true, as the author says, that this
scheme would substitute for the present rule of force
a rule of reason for making the division of the total
proceeds between labour and capital. Under the+
plan the increase or decrease of wages and eapital is
made asutomatically in accordance with justice and
equity. Another advantage claimed for the scheme
in that in times when a reduction of selling price is
necessary this is made practicable by the preliminary
contraot of partnership between labour and capital to
nccept and divide whatever remaina at the end of the

. of the naotivities . )
- Orgenization under the auspices - of the' Lesgue of
- Nations. He is also completely on the side of the

year as surplus earnings, whereas under the present®-
gystem a reduction below the cost line is impossibles -
Besides ‘there. would be no unemployment; thee-
diffusion of wealth would provide a steady marke$-
for most commodities. By examining the records of’
a fow companies in U. 8, the author shows that the-
ultimate control of industry by workers is not so-
Utopian as might be generally imagined. The whole -
scheme however presupposes that menagers and-
enlrepreneurs would oonsent to be parts of the»
machine of production if everything beyond their
salaries is handed over to the manual labourers-
along with themselves, as if both are equally re-

" sponsible for the result ; so far as we know the issue:

{8 jugt this;-—can menual labour in its corporate -

- oapaocity supplement the brain work or ; the manage--
“ment * by a promise of salaries plus 107, of the total.
‘earningsto which the scheme restriots itabonus ? Mr.

Newfang considers the various .objections agains.
the newsystem fairly in a separate chapter; throught-

out this consideration he relies on the reasonablenesa.:
of shrewd and sane labour leaders whereas we doubt.
whether there are many such leaders and whether

they have the necessary power. over their followers-
to ensure the adoption of the system’; we do not think.

. that he has satisfactorily answered the objection that.
the plan would require extensive ' legislation .a.nd-.-
governmental oontrol “of industry; such legislia~

tion may be justifiable but it is doubtful whether it*
would be acquiesced in without a strong 'protest by
the .capitalists and the ‘ mansgement’. We are

" confident however that the author's idea would have

a marked educative effect in the industrial wor_ld.
The whole plan breathes the spirit of Ruskin with
his powerful advoeacy of altruism. With regard fo
international labour problems, the -author approves:
of the International Labour-

frea and unrestricted flow of ocapital beb'ween,
countries which also can be secured only by inter-
national cooperation treating the world asan economio-
unit. .The author must be congratult_sted on suggest-~
ing & scheme for indusirial peace which avoids the-
pitfalls of schemes held in favour by extreme Bovia-~-
lism and Communism. :
- V.N.GODBOLE.

EARLY BRITISH ADMINISTRATORS
. IN BIHAR. .
THE ANNALS OF THE EARLY ENGLISH

SETTLEMENT IN BIHAR. By N. N. RAYE.
(Ksmsla Book Depot, Ltd, Caloutta.) _1927_,,

83{x514. pp 320. Rs 5.
P18 work is the fruit of & close study of the East:

*India Company’s sffairs upto 1772 and slthough it-

deals with a particular province viz. Bihar, the
account will interest all students of Il.ldmn history..
As a matter of fact the. English Trading Company
definitely stepped into the political ﬁgld and assum- .
od the responsibilities of administration for the first
time in Bibar and Bongal and with the active help of.
the influential and wealthy Hindoo bankers in these

" two provinces the trading Company was transformed-

into a military power. But this transformation has:
been attributed by many historians to the self-sacri--
ficing and patriotic .epirit -as well as the rpgra}»
superiority of the Company’s servants. A gnhcg.l
study of the original historical mate}'lal in this-
connection, however, reveals quite & different tala.
Many servants of the Company found wives from.
the lower -classes of Indian society and the con.
tact instead of improvirg the Indian partner ro.
sulted in Indianising the English factor who con..
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%racted 'evil habits ‘of laginess and took to hooka..
smoking (p. 62). Of course it was small blame to

-:the poor factor that his life was no better and since he |
was not recruited from the educated and respect .

--able section in England but wag generally a ‘vaga-
bond boy’ in his younger' days and had to pass and.
,mix with the lower strata of society in:Bengal and

* Bihar, with money-making asthe sole ideal of life-

‘and without lawful means to attain his aim, * what
else could he prove but. what he beoame ?” (p. 63).
"This “sole ideal of money-making’ explainsthe eon-
“duct of “the Company's servanis from. the  lowest

grade to the highest, and the current stories of their.

patriotic motivea do not bear sorutiny. Some.of the
ourrent fictions have been carefully examined and
-exposed by the author, The inscription, for example;

-~on the tomb -of Lushington at Patna says : *His race.

-was truly glorions, The- rising generation muss
-admire, May they imitate so bright an examples
‘but this Lushington " had forged Watson's signa-
~ture in the Lal Coggedge (the: Red. Treaty) and
drawn up and forged the signature of Caillaud in
" the paper with the. fhree seals” (p. 231}). The
*Black Hole affair . hea been provid by contem-
porary evidence ‘to have not the least foundation
~~in truth’ ( p. 195, note . 2) and must be regarded as’
“the deliberate A -invention of Holwell by way of
-propagands . to. blacken the character of Mir
The story of Gabriel Boughton, an English surgeon
«at the court of Shujn in Benga.l -haying secured a
Jarman for the Company in ‘'® ° self-ssorificing
.8pirit has been also. carefully scrutinised by’ Mr.
Raye ( pp. 37, 38) sinoe it has been accepted unchal-
r:l_éng:g by hlstoua.ns like E[phmetone, Wheeler and
~riunter. .

*“The story™, says Mr Rayo, “had no foundation in facé L
and the astute surgeon had not the stuff in him of which | . -

" heroes of romances are supposed to be composed. So far
- from being moved by patriotiem and readily piacing -the
favour he enjoyed a¢ court &t the disposal of his eountrys

afar, -

: -men he had to be bribed and bribed heavily before he ox-

erted his influence on their behalf snd he mads a aorry ro~
turn of their good will by carrying on private trade much
.. tothei injury of the infant trade of the Company.” (p. 37).

‘We need not multiply instances of Mr. Raye'’s

‘having made dry facts interesting and of his posses-
sing = happy literary gift " whlch makes what he
-writes eminently readable™
(Foreword by B A Horne)c O

., T

' SHORT NOTICES .

-SleDIES 1IN ECONOMICS -AND SOCIAL
SCIENCE. By D. B. COPLAND, (Ma.emﬂlan,,

Melbourne. )1927.- 9 x &, pp. 86.

TaIis book iz Economis Series No. 2 of the Mel-'

“borne University Publications and - is the resultof
an extensive tour of American and European Uni-
“versities mndertaken in 1926 by the author as
travelling representative of the Laura Spelman Rock
feller memorial. His object was “to colleot data

and to discuss problems connected wﬂ;h the organi<.

sation of studies in social science with many emi-
nent suthorities abroad”. In = achieving his end,
*the anthor has emmently succeeded. After show-

as rema.rke:l in the-

‘D.V. APTE.

‘ing that in Brltam, France and the U. 8. A, the ten«

-dency to-day is sgainst too early specialisstion in
“the case of undergraduates, he goes on to desoribe
‘the facilities that exist for post-graduate study in
‘those countries, especially in relation to economics
and commerce, . Ameriea is easily ahead of the rest
-of the world in this respect ~The graduate scheol is

#thus described .
“In general. the inst'ruetlon is informal; the ltudent in

expected to profit as much by his personal contact ae | -

" pubhc in general should sl:udy a.nd proﬁt by, [ .=

' tiom,.

. bi his elass-rvom work. * Inm faot, thy school is the resi=
" denee of a group enga,ged in & no-oparetwe adventure in
hemmg. .
It'is said that the greduate school . of Buamels and
Government at Washington has atiracted soms of the
-best etudents from the universities of the United
. States and includes in its student-body, representa-
tives from universities in Europe. Such schools

| exist ot only for business but also for -Administra.
_tion, Ruyral Eeononnes, Sociology, Geography etc, - It

' should be noted that, in many cases, such scheols. are

" ‘maintained by pﬂvate endowments and are mansged

by autonomous Boards of Control.” What a sad con-
trast to India where eharity is- ili-directed and the
-spzrlt of research is not much in ev1dence " .
The methods of study followed in these ‘sohools
are algo reme.rkable. The olasses are small and what
is known as. the odse’ or the problem method is

“adopted for study. That-consists in 'a “student pre--
- paring one side of 4 question well with theaid of the

library and then disoussing itiwith the tutor in his .
small class, where some other students will present”
another aspect of the -problem. "These. schoolg are

" al8o engaged in the research of some problems which

might prove to be of practical value in. vommerds or -

- industry. ‘On the whole, the book is- sne- which sour

umversltles industrialists, rick men and. bhe lay

. 4

. . S.PS i

CHINESE REALITIES By JOHN FOSTER (Edln-.
burgh House Press. ). 1928 7}€X5 R 240

. 28. 6d. .
ENTER CHINA. By GEORGE G BARNES, ( Edin-

burgh House Press, ) 1928. 714 x 434. pp. 168, 2s.

IN these books Messrs, Foster end Barnes give a
faithful picture of the revolution that has been going
on in China in- recent years. The suthors have
concentrated their attention on the literary, slcial
"and pohlnee.l revolution which has made oid China
' young again, Both the authors seem to have spent
gome time in China and are emmently quahﬁed for
the task they have undertaken.-

Though the books sontain a very goo& pen’ ple-
ture of Chiness realities, they suffer from a serious
defect, The authors seem to be possessed with mis-..

- gionary zeal, so much so the.t they think that without- .
the religion of Jesus there is na -hope for Young
China, . But while Mr. Barnes wanta the Christian
gpirit to preveil in China, Mr, Foster wants the
Christian religion to be the religion for the Chinese..
Mz, Foster thinks that“if Young China does not be-
come Christian, she will very soont have no' religion’

' at all.” And why ? . Because he beheves firmly

that Ghnstla.mty meets modern - -needs, fits * yawn-_
ing gaps in China's scheme of rebuilding.” Can

' zeal for Christianity go any further ¥ Mr Foster’s.

idea seems -to. -be that if any nation wanis to.
' be abreast of the modern age, it must’ become Chris-
tian ; we would ask the author : How is it that-non-
Christian J apan isa great Power? In this connec-.
Mr. Allen in “Modern Japan and Ibs Pro-
blems” assures us that Japan fully realises “that she-
has nothing whatever to gain by oonversion -fo
Christianity either morally or otherwige but very
much to lose.,””

" . Interesting though the books are, they suffer
from an overdoseof Christian zeal. We wish the
authors ha.d wrltten a8 .etudente of hzstory and not
a8 mlmmnarme.
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.FIRST STEPS ON THE PATH. By GEOFFREY
HODSON. - (Thegsophical _Publishing House, .
Mudras,) 1928, 714 x5. pp 135. Re. 1~8, »

THOSE who - Ioock wupon. life .as somethmg te,rnbly

earnest and virile- will find “Firgt Bteps on tha Path”.

. go much after their heart. .The theosophwa’l igagery
with which the book abounds’ may, have little of no-

attraction for them -bu} .they w111 sssuradlly  take |’

full stock:of .the inexhaustible “ will power—” ’th&t
they possese and utilise. it for radaatmg powsr
swisdom and beaufy upen the world’ e for
sproducing an atmesphere of, uphftmant”‘ by means*
of which “ they could " attack. all sopial problems of -
their locality and. could even send “forth powerfuls
- surrents of. force-for the 1mprovement of 'both nations-
sl and internationsal situations”.. There is so much’
. ‘that ia ugly and shockmg in odur .affairs, ‘such that
" Religion ig largely “heir to,” that with = judicious -
.use of Mr.. Hodgon's' book. we must be able to in.’
" «‘mke the hidd len, “power “which, mnketh all thmgs

tnew™. AR
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To FHE Fm’ron,on TiE SERVANT OF INDI.A.,

"’ SIR ~Theré . are” twe_sides to .every quaatmn, 88
v BYGW one Knows, -But pérsons who gondemn India
- “on scoouns of what they have read in Miss Mayo’s
i book, Mother India,” have considered only .one side .

*of the questlon 1 advise such persons to read Dhan
» Gopal Mukerji‘s able reply-to Miss Mayo in his hook
' "A Soh of Mother India Answers.™ = - © .

"Mz, Mukarn takes Miss Mayo to task for glving
"___to a book filled with adverse ¢riticisms of India the
-tender title of “ Mother Indis.” .He denies the truth
of Miss. Ma.yos sweeping goneralizations cordem-
natory of the TIndian peopls,, and questmns the
veracity of the anonymous quotations in- “ Mother ]
_TIndia.”, Hs slso denies the contention of Miss Mayo’
that gex 15 at_ the -bottom of .India’s troubles. The
-. only partso'f her ‘beokb thab he accepts_as” “valid " are.
‘those part’s that gwg concrete eﬂdence of' Indms
pocm.l illg. - .

FIlhm- can l)e no doubi t'hat “Mother Indla
resantsa ase of gpefial wpléadlng TMiss Mayo deli«

.oub to__paint & bladk: ‘pickure of India.|
at was Her mcmwe?r .

Gran’bmgﬁhls, ﬁvfre
__;[n oidey o nswer
" Zconsider tha.drﬁex:e att;kudg
- ;part .of.ﬁm oriantal Iadlan,a d the
- 'rzican. »The Indian’Ye
. derness,sweetnass,
. plo.from,whlch ail .

u S,Sk
18 quast‘Ion roperfy, we’ *raust-
ward *love Gn ‘thef}

occxdental Ame« |

indhess, & fundamental pri'hcz-s
rshness, bitterness; goldness; |

~ ~reproofy ‘and’ oondmena.tioh -are’ absent.- .The rocoi ;

“dental, on thé other hand, ﬁnds“ harshness, " reproof,-
.mend. -ﬁ‘bnd mmtmn ,neqessary “irigtedionts of love.
", "Hae shows hia love, more often*thian not, by condening
. ing snd destroying all that is - hurtful to humanity;
. Before building & sanitary, comfortable touse for &

. 'poor man; he tears ddwn thp insanitary; ‘miserable
‘hovel in-which thé poor. man’ dévells, so_that neither

_the poor man nor aLy one else can ever dwell in that
“Faithful are  the wounds of =}

. poor hovel again.
friend,” our‘Sonptures say. It is my frm bahef
that Miss Mayo was moved by & "genuine spirit -of

,ylove when she wrote ' Mother Indis,” ‘and ‘that” she
_called attention to certam avile merely in order th'a.ﬂ
" they might be reumvfed “Howaver, thefo ganbe littie
" doubt thatshe did "not take into sufficient -considers-.

tlon tha tender sens1bﬂ1txas of ‘the- IadTar "peop‘le)

thmks;

| -Mr Mukerji,'says : “India needs'love”,

axdg Love as benevolenge, tehdf;

She ought to have conciliated the Indian people, and’
shown them plainly and unmistbkably that she
Ioved thern® She could have shown her love by a duoi
mention of the many fins qualities of the people of
Indis, and by ‘s just a.pprecmhon of their v:rtueu.!
"Eagt and Weast cau‘meatr, deaplta what Klpling says 1
o the bo‘ntrar_s , i

oI g a question mmv mind whether Mr Muker~
“ji, native ‘of India as heis, is altogether right in deny--
ing Miss Mayo's contention that sex is at the bottom i
-of indin’e troubles,~ Sex may not play the great part -
inIntip that Miss Mayo makes it play, but-in my,
-opinion.it playsw graa.ter part m India than inmany ;
other countries. My ,warrant for . thinking so is
furnjshed by-the. worksqf Sir Richard Burton, who
Jnew India batter than mostnative Indians know it, |
_Has npt-Strickland, thé .charsoter in-Kipling's tales '
who knew the soul of India, been identified with Sir !
Richard Burton ? - Richard -Burton wase thorgughly :
familiar- with: the languages and customs of l'.ndm,
and his anthropologionl  notes, based upon his first- .
hand knowledge of. India, indicates that the Indians
people are, indeed, wvery much preccoupied with. 8%,
.though- gearhups, to a less degree than Miss Mayo j

. )
9.1 an’[:‘[dian, 8 hcly ma.n'of Bena.ras, quoted ‘by
This is true j
“But Thdians must not-forget that there is & {ove that
‘hated, afid a hate thatloves: Misplaced kintdness-is aa
“bruelty, Jubt ad weli-placed oruelty is kindness. We?
“vannot love good unless wa'hafe evll, nor love avil ;
“unless we hate good, - An’all-embracing, indisori. .
‘thinste love must neccessarily fold- its arms about
evil also, -and thns "in the-ond bring - all things to.
ovil. Let us love wissly, and with diserimination.
Buch alove will embrace the™ proper objact of love:
"whather that” object ba - clothed in fine linen er in
“rags.. Indian veformers themselves have taken &
‘ eus from- Miss Mayo’s book.. - They are beginning to-
digearn ‘the real apirit  of love hehind har caustip
1 words,; and they 'are applying remedies %o such un-.
doubted evile as she sets forth im her book.

:Geour d'Alene, T.daho.,U &A, Yours very t‘ruly.
-November 16th1928. v CHARLES HOOPER.
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