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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE Simon Commission ~ is again in our midst,
Welcomes and having landed at Bombay on the
Welcomes, ' ¢ t-11lth inst.~ The.manner it wag, re-
oeived at.Bombay and at Pogna

whére it arrived the:next.morning -made it plain to
all unprejudiced robserwers iof.: surrent. ovents. that
they were unweltome. vigitors. In Bombay, dn the
words of the fioneer which cannot be charged with
an abundance of- partiality for Indians, they were
‘‘attended by ofﬁclals, welcomed by a few odd asso-
.nmtlone. the waitmg representatives of the press
sament of India's.. Director of

M:smformatxon, w1th copious -police guards behind |

locked gates.” “It is & strange comment,” to borrow
again the expressive phraseology of the same paper,
“npon the democratic spirit of friendliness which
should inspire the relatlonshxp today between Great
Britain and India, that the inquiring committes of
the Mother of Parliaments should be smuggled
ashore by gealous polleamen, and shepherded by un-
imsaginative officialdom.” 1If they eseaped out of
Bombay under cover of darkness, and avoided seeing
anything of the anti-Commission demonstration-out-
side the gates of the mole station, they could not,
much as they would have liked to do, escape the wol-
come that awaited them at Poona before they reached
the Railway station. Here they were greeted by huge
orow ds.of people balongingto ail shades of political
opinion with eries of “Simon, Go Back” and hundreds
of black flags bearing that ineeription. The transact-
ion of all businees was -suspended and thers was a
fairly complete hartal, puck as- eannot 'be srranged
without the peopls.as a whole being wery -resentful,
In direct contrast was the reception officially got-up
for them at the railway station with the help of people
who depend for everything upon official favour. - No
wonder that this weicome lacked all spontaneity and
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suffered from lack of enthumasm. And as for num- ’
bers, even with the frantioc efforts of looal officials
snd, a handful of their. henchmen, nof. more than
about three . hundred could -be. got together . and
these. too. wers mostly ..(Government. pensioners,
sirdars, and military ocontractors, . But, we. should
not.be surprised if some of thosa that helped.that
day to swell. the. -numbers of pfficial .welcomers. of
the Commission at the station do not at all.-feel proud

- of their oonduct. . And yet, there .are not lacking uns

scrupulous newspaper, eorrespandents,: who: from. jng

. terested motives do.not heaitate o descr:ba the official

wolcame of the Gommission as; having been m.apu;ed.
by the. “greatest enthusiagm and characterige it a8
% a-mammoth public recephun ,Whpther in. ,domg

80 they wished, to degeive.. othqrs, or, thqmseLv.es,we

do not know ; buk we are sure Six- Jehn, Simon,- &
shrewd abserva of men and:things .a3 he,.is knowan
to be,cannot have .failed to,.mark the strength ?f
public feeling,.on. the subject of .his Commigsionls
Ylslt t%thl&coqntry:u LR VR o ' TR I o
a, Lf T . R R B N O SO R L O
THE main Justlﬁfcatm:hof é:?at :xohgmn of Indlans
_ from the Statutory Commission was

Statutory COM: that. the Commission swould ;othes:
wisa decome. -unwicldy. .and ..consps
guently -inefficiant.8s an investigating bady by rensen
of too manry representativaa.of wariqus:segtiona. and
interests having to be ineluded. ,ifs any . Indian was
Lord Birkenhead, who, happily, makes an exit at any
rate from the Indian scene, mentioned, we think,.the
figure 20, which, aceordingto him, was an alarmingly
large one. Tha numericsl strength of the Commission,
with the Central and Provincial Committees, who, we
are assured, are to have inevery repect an equal status
with the Commission, exceeds this figure. . Twenty, -
threa Commissioners are sitting at present to examine
witnessea at Poona and the number will remain the
game everywhere, What then happens to the reason:
given by Lord Birkenhead as having made it impos-
gible for him to admit any Indian to the Commission
as full member ? Representatives of communal and
sectional interests mre, it must ba admitted,. going
before the Commission in large numbers, and indeed
communalism has received a strong impetus- by this
inquiry. We no longer hear merely-of . backward.
olasses and depressed. classes, but several fragments
of them, each setting up a claim fo separate represen«
tation in the legislatures, local bodies, publio service,
scademic {nstifutions, and what not. And the guality
of these - representations. ig usually so. extremely
poor:. that. one ywonders. what the Commissioners
will- ,make :of - it -all,, We . da not , regret, .tte
absencs of any, helpful evidence being tendered, for
the Commission deserve no better. But what is surs
prising is that most of the written. oﬁoml, ,ewdenue(
which alone eounis in the present inquiry,-is kept
secret from the public , Such are the public sittings
whieh the Statutory Commission is having in India t
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ALL misgivings sbout Bombay's attitude towards
: the Report issued by the All-Parties’
Bombay's Support Conference were set at rest during
for Netru Report-Jast week when & meeting at
which speakers from all political

parties ncolaimed the Report as the joint demand of
the nation. Sir Chimanlal Setalvad as President paid
a tribute to the judicial fairness and far-sighted
statesmanship displayed by the Nehru Cummittee
in dealing with the complex problems of Indian
" gonstitutional development. He declared himself as
aocepting the position of a self-governing Dominion
a8 defined by the Imperial Conference of 1926. He
earnestly pleaded with those Muslims who did not
agree with some of the proposals in the Report with
regard to Muslim representation not to unfurl the
banner of revolt but to sit in friendly conference
and solve the detsils. We trust that such an appeal
from a leader known to be above communal preju-
dioces would not be lost on those to whom it is ad-
dressed. Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas, in sponsor-
ing the principal resolution giving ,cordial support
to the Nehru Report, said that there was no rocom for
a discordant note except from those who believed
that India was not fit for the immediate grant of full
responaibility and he was sure that there was no
thinking Indian in the hall who was not prepared to
pass the regolution with unanimity. In his opinion,
there was no half-way house to responsibility, and
the argument based on the wvested interasts of the
Europeans in India was not valid as the prosperity
of all stake-holders depended on the prosperity of the
‘masses which would be furthered by a national Gov-
ernment in India. As for the Commission, he aaid he
had no quarrel with them and would leave them
alone, Mr. Jayakar endorsed Sir Chimanilal Setal-
- wad's appeal to dissentient Muslims o try and adjust
the differences in a gpirit of harmony instead of re-
maining aloof. We are glad to find that Mr. Jamna-~
das Mehta, while sounding & slightly jarring note,
lent his support to the resolution instead of keeping

- away like his confrere Mr. Brinivasa Iyengar, whose

abstention from the Madras Conference has been a.

puzele to everybody. Sir Phircze Sethna deprecated
destruotive propagunda against the Nehru Report
whioh, in his opinion, wag inspired by those who
trotted out the white man’s burden as the only safe-
guard against the neglect of the interests of the mino-
rities. As one belonging to a minority community
himself he belioved that the Nehru Scheme was the
best safeguard of those interests. The support of Mr.
Chagla, Mr. Hussainbhai Lalji and Mr. Brelvi, who
are representative Muslims, is significant as showing
that & largs portion of Mulimsare willing to stand by
the united national demand. It remains for the poli-
tical associations all over the province to secure
support for the echeme by popular exposition of its
various items, In the meantime we are glad to learn
that efforts are being made to organise an All Parties
Conference for the Bombay Presidency during the
Simon Commission’s stay in this city.
. * * *
A VERY wrong I%I;d lilas b%en %}van to the Bombay
_Muglims by Maulana Shafi Daundi,
e ey Mus-che Pregident of the meeting of
Nehiru Report. Muslims held under the auspices of
. the Central Khilafat Committee,
-duru!g the week, The Resolutions passed at the
meeting are so badly worded that we do not think
much credit can be given to those who drafted them;
bowever the drift of the regolutions is clear enough.
‘They appeal to the supporters of the Nehru Report
not to disregard the olaims of the Muslims, and to
acoept the amendments that may be proposed by the
All India Muslim Conference. Tney further appeal
to the Muslims of all parties to consider the Report

| which should be avoided at all costs.

from the Muslim point of view and oriticize the sup.
porters of the Report for suppressing the publio
voice of the Muslims and thus causing strained
Hindu-Muslim feelings. Now to say that the
olaims of the Muslims are disregarded simply be-
eause joint elcotorates ara proposed and reservation
of seats beyond the number proportionate to popula-
tion is denied is grotesque to & degree, In fack
during the discussion there was no definite argument
or exposition as Mr., Brelvi pointed ocut, except a
vague denunciation of the supporters of the Nehm
Report. Mr. Brelvi had no difficulty in proving
that the Nehru Soheme was more favourable to Mus-
lims than the Congress Resolution at Madras and he
warned the audience against playing into the hands
of theenemies of the country’s freedom by opposing
the Report and thus failing to present an agreed con-
stitution. The most practical suggestion at the meet-
ing was made by Mr. Husainbhai Lalji whenhe said
that a Muslim Conference should decide something
aggreeable to all seotions and present their~ease to
the All-Parties Convention. In summing up the
Prosident deplored that the reservation of seats was
allowed only for ten yeara; it is clear from this that
he expects perpetual reservation in complete dis.
regard of the fact that such a8 method of protecting
minorities was inconsistent with a frue democracy.
Wa believe Maulana Shafi Daudi has exaggerated the
diffioulty of &« Muslim candidate capturing an unre-
served seat in a joint electorate. .As for his inveigh-
ing against the “shameless communal mentality of
the Hindu majerity,” it does not come with a good
grace from one who bids for perpetual reservation
of seats on communal grounds.

. & »

AT a time like ;:B:hpresenih whenﬂ;iti haacgacomfe tl}:e

- ion with a certain section of the
3;2::_" in the Mahomedans to demand separate
treatment in every respect, for their
community the sentiments expressed by Sir Ghulam
Bussain Hidayatullah at the recently held Bombay
Provincial Muglim Educational Conference are a veri-
table oasis in the desert. He at any rate does not now
stand for peparate schools for Mahomedans. Indeed he
sees 1o very great need forthem and ig of opinion that
mixed schools possess many advantages which ought
not to be lost toany community. It is in schools
that the young men of both communities get to
know each other at close quarters and for ife-long
friendships. The evil of separate sohools was that
they not only keep the Hindu and Muslim youths
apart but promote in them narrow communal fesling,
Sir Ghulam
Hussain hit the mark when he said that misunder-
standing was usually the result of the absence of
mutusl knowledge. There can be no doubt that the
proper place to acquire this knowledge is the school
room, &nd thet those communalists who looked upon
themselves 88 100 per cent. Mahomedans because
they ask for separate treatment for their community
right up from the sohool were really doing a dis-
service not only to their own community but to the
whole country. It is to be hoped that the libaral
views expressed by such & responsible Mahomedan
leader and certainly no anti-communalist as Sir
Ghulam Hussain will finda ready response from
his co-religioniats and that from mixed schoolsioc
mixed electorates would be but a very short step.

* * *

THE New Leader, organ of the Independent Labour
Party, shows a correot appreciation

Labour Party’s of the situation in India when on
Duty. the eve of the departure of the Simon
Commission for this country it

l wrote as follow, ,
. TLE
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" Tha Bimon Commiesion is about to return to India
Officially, the, position has improved from its point of
view. All excopt one of the Provinolal Councils have
now decided, with the voting help of their uneleoted mem-
bers, to appoint ocoperating Committees -and, though the
deoision of the Legislative Assembly has not been
reversed, the Viceroy intends to appoint members of a
national oommittes over its head. The members of the
Commission should not be misled into thinking, however,
that the boyestt has broken down. The ohanged astitude

of the Provincial Counoils is due to the fact that some
sectional interests have come to the conclusion that they
are likely to get more for themselves by oooperation. It
is always easy to appeal to the seotionalism of such
interests, and the publication of the draft constitution
of the All-Parties’ Conference has made the appeal mora
attractive, ‘beosnse inevitably In the elaboration of a
national polioy & compromise of varying sectional olaims
hadto be made. The fact remains, howaeaver, that all
three of the nationai elected parties in India, with the
sapport of the Indian Trades Union Congress, remain
opposed to the Commission, It was an * act of high
courage for the Indian parties to risk division by praceesd.
ing with constitution-making under the present conditions
and time will prove:that their work will be of decisive
importance for the future. The British Labour Party is
commitied at least to Dominion status for Indja, and mnst
give efffeol to the demand of the all-Parties’ Conference,
whatever the Bimon Commission may reoommend.”
* = -

'WE are glad to cong:satﬁllate tllle .‘lirit;zdu of Madras
on its having lived long enough to
CQolden Jubllee of sqlebrate its Golden Jubilee and we
‘ hope it will-enjoy a still longer life to
continue the national work to which it has devoted it-
solf all these years. Having been started in 1878 as a
weekly, it extanded its scope of usefulness by tranform-
ing itself into a tri-weekly and later on into a daily
paper. There was a time when in the absence
of the popular journals of to-day, Northern and
‘Western India looked to the Hindu as the leading
exponent of Indian nationalism, Whatever may be
gaid of its influence in other provinces there is
no gainsaying that the credit of transforming
Madras as a benighted presidency into one in the
full current of national life and having & well-deve-
loped public opinion belongs preeminently to the
Hindu. .The names of Mr. G. Subrahmanya Iyer
and Mr. Kasturiranga Iyengar will ever be asgociat-
ed with the journai, which by their combined efforis
easily rose to the rank of a national ingtitution. We
may well believe the assurances given by the pro-
prietors of the journal and the present editor during
the recent Jubilee celebrations that they would con-
tinue to uphold the tradition of the paper of fearless
criticism of men and measures untainted by persona-
lities, and voicing Indian public opinion “during
the storm and the struggle that yet remains before
the country in the winning of freedom,” B8ir T. B.
Sapru truly said that when the time comes for divid-
ing the honour between various organs of publio
opinion, of building up the great edifice of nationa-
lism, the verdict of the impartial judge will assign a
large share to the Hindu. It will be recalled thet
Mr. Natarajan and Mr, Chintamani, the two leading
exponents of Indian journalism in Bombay and U.P,,
learnt their first Iessons on the staff of the Hindu.
‘We may slso endorse Mrs, Begant’s opinion that in
the difficult times that lie before us, the Hindu ‘will
keop the flag of free press flying sgainst whatever
storms may come’ and gay what is true and judge
without prejudice to one side orthe other in any con-
troversy that may arise. The numerous messages of
congratulations that the journal has received already
bear testimony to the appreciation of the service that
it has rendered to the cause of the Indian nrational
movement for five decades and we earnestly trust
that it will continue to deserve these tokens.
L ] L »

THE INDIAN STATES AND THE BRITISH
CROWN.

THE legal advice of Sir Leslie Scott and four other
counsel engaged by the Indian Princes is now pub-
lished (not, H, H, the Maharaja of Bikaner will kind-
ly note, by the pestilential Sourashfre but by the
friendly Anglo-Indian papers ) on the true character
of the relationship, subsisting betwesn the Indian
States and the British Crown, They admit that all

- the States have oeded to the Crown “ the whole con-

duct of ( their ) foreign relations -and the whole res-
ponsibility of (internal and external } defence.”

' They have algo ceded other rights of internal sove-

reignty, but the extent of this cession must be deter-
mined separately in the case of each individual State
by its agreement with the Crown, In every case the
econsent of the States is the only source of the trans-
fer to the Crown of any of their original sovereign

powers, This opinion, it need only be observed, is

in direct confliqt with the pronouncement of Lord
Reading as Viceroy ( concurred in by His Majesty's
Goveroment ) that * the sovereignty of the British
Crown ig supreme in India, and . .. its supremacy is
not based. only on treaties and engagements, but
exists independently of them " { Cmd. 2661 ).

As a oonsequence of the rights pertsining to
“foreign relations and external and internal security™
which vest in it as Paramount Power, the Crown,
the coungel further admit, is entitled to interfore
with the internal sovereignty of a ruler in certain
circumstances, o. g: in cases of misgovernment
likely to imperil the security of his State; but it
cannot claim a general discretiohary right to inter«
fore in oases in which such interference is not neces-
sary in the interest of the discharge of the responsi.
bilities involved in ita paramountocy. In all other oases
each State retains ita full soversignty, and is thus on
s plane of equality with British India. Lord Reading, -
in the pronouncement referred to above, dealt with this
matter also when rejecting H. E. H.the Nizam's claim
to independence in the internal affairs of his State
subject to the only exception of questions relating to
foreign powers and policies. On this point also Lord
Reading was emphatic; for he asserted that “guite
apart from its prerogative in matters relating to for.
eign powers and policies, it is the right and duty of
the British Government, while scrupulously respect-
ing all treaties and engagements with the Indian
States, to preserve peace and good order-throughout
India ;" and further that “where the general welfare of
the people of a State is seriously or grievously affect-
ed by the action of its Government, it is with the
paramount power that the ultimate responsibility for
taking remedial action, if necessary, rests”. The
responsibility of the suzerain power to maintain
“good order " and secure the “ genoral welfare of the
people” in Indian States obviously carries with it a
much wider power of interferonce than the Princes®
counsel are prepared fo allow it. The Government
of India must have sent in a memorandum making
good its own claims and rebutting the counter-
claims of the Princes. In these ecircumstances it is
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‘hardly necessary for us to elaborate a justification of
the British Government's position. We will only
make mention hera of authoritative pronounge-
ments by other statesmen like Lord Hardinge, Lord
‘Northbrook, Lord salisbury, Sir T. Munro eto.,
quoted in the “Memorandum of the Indisn States’
People™* which give a far more Iliberal interprets-
tion tothe right accruing to the Crown in virtue
of its position as paramount power pledged to
prevent misrule.

The * Joint Opinion" of the five counsel reiter-
ates the contention of Sir Leslie Scott in the Law

Quarterly Review, fully answered by the Nehru-Sapru

Committee, that the Princes have relations with the
* Crown alona, and that the Crown cannot delegateto a
popular government the exercise of the rights and the
discharge of the obligations attaching to it as Para-
mount Power. The reasoning adopted in  the
** Opinion " is somewhat new and i may be briefly
examined here, The counsel admit that “the States
cannot dictate to the Crown the particular methods
by which, or servants through whom, the Crown
should carry out its obligations. The Secretary of
State, the Viceroy and the present Government of
British India are the servants chosen by the Crown
to perform the Crown's obligations to the Siates.
So long as those obligations are being fulfilled, and
the rights of the States respected, the States have no
valid complaint. ” But when the Crown .modifies
the - constitution and chooses a responsible -ministry
instead - of the present irresponsible . government
as its instrument for performing fits duties- and
enforeing its rights, “{:he States, according - to
these. eminent counsel, have every reason. to
complain, For, it Is argued, “this liberty (to
chooge its instruments as it pleases ) is necessarily
subjeot 4o the condition that the agency and machi-
nery, used by the Crown for carrying out its obliga-
tions, mus’ not be of such & character, as to make it
politically impracticable for the Crown to earry out
its obligations in & satisfactory manner *, the

assumption being that & democratic government.is |-

from its very nature unable to redeem these obliga-

tions. It  is not explained in what respecis an
autocratic government is necessarily better situated
than a democratie one in respect of such matfers as
* the sonduct of the States’.foreign relations or ,the
maintenance of their external or internal seourtty

It is-apparently too :obvious: to require any proof.!
It is further-.assumed that - when  cession - of

sovereignty took place on $he . par . of the.Indian

States to the British Crown, it was “in reliance on-its
{the Crown's ) speoial characteristics and reputation™
The “special characteristics and reputation™ on which
the Princes relied are preserved only when an  auto«
cratie government is in power and destroyed when &
demoeratic government takes its place | . Still another
assumption is here made : an autocratic government
is under the oontrol of the Crown, but a democrafio
is “in law or fact indapsndent of the control of the

* Published under the asuspices of the Indian States
People’s Conference. (Arya Bhushaan Press, Poona.) 1928,
9 x64. pp. R33+xxii. Ra. 10,

i British Crown". One must exercise restraint in critiois

ing the opinions of legal luminaries like Sir Leslie
Soott, but it is difficult to conceive of more arrant °
non-sense than this. What oharacteristics has the '
Crown apart from its executive government? And
how does & responsible government ceass to be under
the confrol of the Crown ? Is it seriously suggested -
that when once a treaty is entered into ina part of
the British Empire under & Crown Colony form of |
government, the treaty engagements require for their ,
fulfilment the continuance of that form of govern- i
ment either till the crack of doom or till the other
party to the treaty agrees to a modifioation of it?
Does the other party by this one act of having entered
into a treaty acquire the right to put a perpatual veto
upon the constitutional growth of that part of the
British Empire? - 1t is passing strange that la.wyers
of the high eminence of Sir Leslie Scott CAR Weave
fantastic theories as this.

It should be noted however that the counsel
themselves have declared that the claim put forward
e. g. by H, E, H, the Nizam, that all matters in dis-
pute between a State and the British Government
should be referred to an independent body for deter-
mination instead of Government itself setiing up as
judge, is not sustainable, They have given it as .
their opinion that, “disregarding all political congi-
derations, there is no legal obligation upon the Crown
to provide machinery for indepsndent pdjudication.
Each State, when ceding paramountcy, . obtained
from the Crown by agreement oertain underfakings.
express or implied, but in our view,this was not one,
and cannot, be implied, The Sta.tea merelx rolied
upon the Crown to carry out 1!:5 undertakings.” If
this is go, ean it not be maintained with equal foree
that the States similarly relied upon the Crown to
carry out ifs obligations without insisting upon
what agents it should employ in doingso? Why
cannot the Crown choose for this purpose & govern-
ment responsibie to the legislature just as much asa
government independent of the legislature?

... But sll these legal abstractions apart, the hard
fact is,, and the Princes may. well take account of it,
.that, however unwilling the British Government may
be in its own interest to grant self-government to Bri-
tish India, it will never admit the right of the States
to, interpose a veto on such grant. . The, Sfalesman,

-po,unfriend of Indmn States, makes very ,‘telhng 8-
| marks on this . It says: . Two: points- ere notably

absent fram all the pronouncements. of -the lawyers.
One is cons1dera.tlon of the position of the subjects of
the.Princes who are appa.rently offered the blessings
of perma.nent despotism gusranteed by the. British
Crown and Parliament. That presumably is because
the subjects have not yet obtained legal advice. The
other is the tax-payer in British , Indis who alone
finds the mopey to implement this guarantee, , What-
over the law may be, if the British taxpayer. were
asked to find the money .fo maintain. troops per-

manently-for the purpose of guarantesing the Princes

against internal and external aggréssion, he would
soon see that the Crown was relieved of this obliga-
tion. Parliament is sovereign and can do a3 it likes,
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and it would lose no time in arranging for that.....
The final arbitrament is still willingnesa to die for a
cause. and though the British are as willing as ever
to go into the trenches for good reason they are not
prepared to back the ocause of taxation without repre.
gentation in modern India” Of the two parties who
have been consistently ignored in the oconsideration
of this question, one, the British Indian taxpayer, is
now wide awake to the grave danger implicit in the
Prinoes’ claim not merely o the maintenance intact
of such sovereign powers as yet remain to them,
irrespective of the wishes of their subjects, but to the
continuance of the present irresponsible form of
government in British India for all time to come,

. His awskening cannot of course be doubted, but
we would assure all the Princes that the other
party too, viz. the people -of the Indian States have
been aroused, snd they will not allow them-
selves to be treated as something utterly
irrelevant to these discussions. Whatever the law
may be in the view of the legal pundils, in futare
arrangements with Indian States the British Govern-.
ment cannot afford to treat merely with the Princes
as ropregenting the sovereigns of those Siafes; they
will be compelled to give an increasingly larger
place in guoh arrangements to the people of the
States,

THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION AND
COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION.

IN commenting on the Nehru-Sapra Conetitution,

an editorial leader in the SERVANT OF INDIA of
Aug. 16th remarked that it could no help

% pegrotting that the Commitites did not explore

further tha possibilities of the suggestion, made firat

in the pages of this jonrnal, of giving Cultural Autonomy

to every community which has developed a communal

consciousness and cherishes its peouliar oultural

characteristics which give it the character of an entity

distinet from the rest of the population in the State.”

This regret is of course very much shared by me:
all the more g0, a8 the ‘grounds, on which the All-
Parties’ Committee base their refusal of incorporat-
ing the suggestion I have been putting forward for
some time, seem to me weak, There is & reason—
and to my mind a very good reason—which might
have been put forward for not working the idea of
Communal Autonomy into the present scheme: to
wit, the tactical one of not loading this first project
with anything which British conservatism (or shall
we gay, stodginess ? ) might put down as * fanoiful”,
The great advantage of the Constitution, as suggested,
lies just in the fact that it is so very British and go
devoid of anything unfamiliar to the British, that
it puts British statesmen into the very awkward
position, of having to explain to & British electorate
why they are opposed to 80 eminently British-(and
therefore perfect) a Draft Constitution, This reason,
however, as I have said already, has not been put
forward ; it may have been present to the minds of
the drafling committee all the same: in that oase,
I hope sincerely that the suggestions sponsored by
me will be reverted to, when the second stage of
constitution-making will have been reached,

In the meantime, may I explain why I consider
the reasons actually put forward by the Committee
to be wesk ones? The first one is the fear that
Communal Autonomy means oreating s State within

a Btate and therofore will lead to national disintegra-
tion. This view of course is eminently that of the
18th century ; of Rousseau, of the French Revolution.
It may not be antiguated for all that, of course, pro-
vided it has proved workable during the intervening
contury : but it is just the negative result of thia
proof whioh has turned people away from this theory’
and hag made them look for something else. The
18th century idea conoeived of the Btate as an omni-
competent, omnipotent entity, composed of perfectly.
equal atoms, the individual citizeps, who ther:fore
wera not allowed “to bave any god beside™ the
State. The French Revolution, it will be remem-
bered, creeted the offence oalled délit de coalition,
the offence of citizens banding themaselves together,
as for instance in Trade Unions—and the respective
clause remained in the French Penal Code up fo the
year 1864, Still even Franca bad eventually to
- repeal this law and even— after 8 further lapse of 20
' years—to acknowledge specifically the legality of
' Trade Unions : though it is not until after the War
{in 1920) that fresh legislation has given them the
oomplete freedom of existence and action, which
British trade-upionists for instance have enjoyed
since the beginning at any rate of this century. I
have chosen this point, in order to illustrate that the
French Revolutionary idea hag in practice completely
broken down—simply because it ia not in accordance
with the facts, Of these the basic fact is that indivi-
duals are mnot uniform particles like & heap of
bricks, but that they are Iiving personalities of great
variety ; that an individualisy bas multitudinous
aspects, of which eitizenship iz but one——others for
instance being his family, his professional, his reli-
gious, interests &c. The Revolutionary French idea
of course has no use for all these “lesser” associa-
tions: and Communism in its relentiess logic for
instance has suppressed (or. tried to suppress) both
Family and Church. It has also suppressed the
professional associations, since those that exist are
State institutions, which function ocompulsorily ag
directed by the Oligarchio Dictatorship of the
Communist Party. ‘The Soviet indeed hag completed
the trend of the French Revolution and out-Hegeled
Hegel by creating even & new basis for their erimis
nal laws, which no longer consider the “guilt™ of
an offender, but merely- the dangee $o the Stafe of
the act committed. Tt has thus tried to eliminate
overy single human attachment to anything “lesser™
than the State.

Now it ia not likely that any of my objectors
have thought out the matter to such logial extremis
ties ; but, the logic being really faultless, that surely
only shows, that they have started from an altogether
false premiss. In cther words, their psychology is
altogether wrong, man not being a robof, but & per-
sonality endiowed with in%eliect, will and emotiona,
" Human nature being what it is (fortunately 1), the
Communist scheme of things does not work. It does
' not work in Russis, it has never worked anywhere at
sy time. The theory thus having proved wrorg,
commonsense demands that it be abandoned and that
the facts ba faced as they are, not ag they might be
in an oversimplified world of diagrams. These facts
are awkward-—s single interest, a single loyalty,
would be go very much easier to cops with, than a
multitude of them, which necessarily clash, if not
properly ordered ; just ss the stars would clash, if
they bad not got each its proper orbit. But let us here
remember, that the « arious interests and loyalties of
“man were ordered, i, e, coordinated and subordinated
in the centuries before French Revolutionary thought
smashed that order ; and that there is no reason why
order should not be re-es'ablished. Of course, if
these different loyaities of the citizen, the worker, the

family-men, the devotee, are simply left ta go
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their own sweet way ;if one says to them laissez
fasre, laissez aller : then of cougse one must not be
gurprised if there are collisions, But the very fact of
such collisions oocurring—as they do in India com-
munally, as they have done in Europe religiously—
ghould lead the statesman, not to demand that one of
the coiliding bodies should be treated as non-existent
but to so regulate the orbits that collisions oannot
ocour. As regards religion, that has largely, though
certainly not yet universally, been achieved,
by granting to each body of devotess religious auto-
nomy. Church and State can live in perfect harmony,
neither abating one fota of loyalty due to each: that
much has certainly been proved again and again.
Similarly man's loyaities to family and profession
are capable of equal harmonization with the loyalty
due by man, qua citizen, to the state, Similarly, it
seems to me the task of the statesman in Indias, not to
desire the annihilation of the communal spirit, but
its harmonjous functioning within the body politio.
It is the attempt at suppressing it altogether, which
merely serves to stimulate its growth and thus
actually is “leading to national disintegration”: admit
frankly its right to live in its proper éephere and you
will at once have drawn ifts teeth. The obvious
salternative to national disintegration by commuual
loyalties, is to integrate thess loyalties into the
framework of the national life,

»-

Such integration is possible by granting “ cultu.

7al autonomy ” to communities, just as * religiouns

autonomy " i granted to religivms bodien  The
All-Parties’ Committee of course provide that

all citizens, or nationals of the country, belonging to a

racial, religious, or linguistic minority shall bs guaran-

teed equality in civil and political rights, that is, they

oan vote and hold office upon the same basis as the

. dominant nationality, They may freely use their mother

language &o. &o, ‘

+provisions taken from the Minority Treaties of
post-war Europe ; and they seem .to think that these
clauges ought to suffice in India, ag they do in Europe.
There, once more the Committee are not in accordance
with fact: for these League of Nations' clauses for
the Protection of Mincrities do not suffice in Europe,
and they are one and all rejected as insufficient by
the Minorities, which on the contrary are fighting for
this very thing, Cultural Autonomy, which I have
tried to show in previous articles is equally applica-
ble to our Communal Problem in India. In my last,
I exemplified the working of such Caltural Auto-
nomy by a description of the Estenisn system : and
if this system works so'smoothly and satisfies all
minorities concerned so completely, it is because
difference of culture in Estonia is not just “tolerated”
but actually integrated into, made part and parcel
of, the constitutional framework of the ecountry.
‘Such integration of course is as old as the hills—
Switzerland has hus golved its problem of ocom-
prehending French, (German and Italian oculture
within one political entity : but there of course the
three cultures are geographically separate, whilst
Estonia hag had fo harmonize the claims of State
and Community in a country where the three ocultu-
Tes concerned are mingled in one and the same area
just as they are with us in India. But Switzerland
anyhow shows, how integration serves, not to
weakon, but fo strengthen the political unity of the
country. Aslong as India is considered as Hindu,
all non-Hindu communities will feel insecure and
resentful, however much * protection” may be
guaranteed to them : that again is human nature,
for nobody wants to be just “ tolerated ”, If loyalty
to India as a politioal entity is to be expected from
every Indian National, the Indian State must form
a framework ocontaining everything common to

every Indian gqua citizen,in which framework oul.
tural snd religious autonomy must find an organio
place. Cultural autonomy therefore seems to me to
be required, not only for Moslems or Sikhs, but o

F demand an extonsion to all communities, Brahmans

and Non-Brahmans and whoever elss may want i,
so that nobody in India may feel that he is being
treated as in any way exoeptional, The question ia
a paychological one : which is only to say, that it
cannot be trifled with. Onoce more, we have to take
man &8 he is,” .

There remains the question of ordering cultural
autonomy into a system of plural chambera. On the
face of it, there is no inherent neocessary connection
between the two : cultural autonomy, ag much aa
raeligious sutonomy, can well exist without having a
“Second Chamber” allotted to it in the parliamentary
system of the country, But I still think that very
much ean be said for the desirability of such a
system, especially in India, where communal fears
havae to be so earefully allayed, Of course I am
not partizan of a multiplicity of chambers, each with
the same functions and powers. I am a convinced
One-Chamber man, as far as the State and the citizen
are concerned, The territorisl unit iz fundsmental
and in the end must rightly prevail. Second Cham.
bers have their use in making second thoughts pos-
sible and in seeing to it that the Legislature st all
events has all the facts and relevant views before it,
when reaching its divisions, These divisions, I repeat,
goemn to me to be ultimate : all the more ,reason for
having other Chambers as wsll, though of an advisory
nature with delaying powers only. The idea is not
simply an ecoentricity of my own conceiving : T was
glad to find that Sir C. P Ramaswamy Iyer at
Mysore the ofher day suggesting that

the idea of a second ohamber, which will provide all
the pssential knowledge and prepare the ground for
legislation, instead of being merely revising,is worthy
of serious consideration,

And Prof. N.C. Sen-Gupta ( in the SERVANT OF
INDIA of August 16th) simply voices my own
conviction when he says that _

The remedy for the communal problem doeas not, to my
mind, lie in the communal representation to the Council
What is wanted is to isolate the problems which bave a
communa! bearing and to place them out of the reach
of the Councils and build up for their administration other
bodies in which the communities will be able to make
their will felt, The evolution of such a] conssltution on a
pluralistio basis would involve much more patient re-
search and investigation .than our publicists have given
to the problem hitherto,

Such “pluralistic basis”, I would add in conelu-

- sion, is very much in the air in Earops just now

( and has been since the War ) and forward-looking
minds are everywhere turning to it: not least in
France, which, having led the world astray in tha
18th, may well atone for it by ecalling it back to
right lines in the 20th, century.

' H, C, E. ZACHARIAS.

U.T.C. OFFICER’'S PAY AND ALLOWANCES.

IT was represented o the Auxiliary and Terrif.onal
Forces Committes, that the recruitment of suitabla.
candidates for the officers’ ranks in the U.T.C, was:
suffering on account of the unattractive character of
the dual commission and of the heavy expensss Inr-
volved in the efficient descharge of officors’ dubies
without officers’ pay. The Committee, therefors, made -
the following recommendation :—
o Tn order to atiCast suitable man $0 become officers
and to enable the nto make shemselves efflcient without
pacuniary loss officers of theUniversity Training Corps
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units should on first appointment receive commissions as

Socond lLieutenanta on a special list of the Indian

Territorial Foroe, or in the case of Europeans and Angle-

Indians, of the Auxiliary Force, and ghould be subse-

quently seccnded for duty with the University Training

Corpa; they should bs paid as such for any period spent

in camp or at a course of instruction.” (Vide Report

of the Autiliary and Torritorial Forces Committee,

p. 24 (iv) (i) {o}.)

_A resolution of the Army Department published
in the Gagette of India of August 19, 1927, an-
nounced that the Secretary of State for India had

~sanctioned the proposals of the Government of India

~on the Report of the Auriliary and Territorial Forces
~Committee. The proposals of the Government of
India consisted of the acoeptance of all the recom-
mendations of the Committee with a few exceptions

-specifically stated in the resolution. As the recom-
mendation above referred to was not included in

~the exceptions it was presumed that the status of
officers of the U.T.C. and their pays and allowanoes
would in future be governed by the recommendation
of the Shea Committes in this respect. Accordingly

- there was not a little surprise felt when in the March

:gession of the Assembly this year the Government
came forth with an amending bill which did not refer

-to the position of the officers of the U.T.C. at all
The attention of the Government was drawn to this
1apse on its part by the present writer in these eol-

»umns and by Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru in the
Indian Legislative Assembly debate on March 21 this

- year. Pandit Kunzru quoted the ubovementioned

=recommendation of the Committee and in partioular

-emphasiged the point regarding the status of U.T.C.
-officers. Mr. G. M. Young, the Army secretary, in
his concluding speech assured Pandit Kunzru that

~there would be only one type of Commission in the

*!I.T.C. and that the British one, The point regard-

ing the pay of officars remained wunanswered,
presumably because it was not so pointedly pressed

supon the attention of the Army Becretary. It was

“hoped, however, that this and other matters would be
provided for in the rules to be made under the Act,

The rules have now been made and published in
the Gazette of India dated September 1. These
-do not in any wise refer to either of the two points

co_ni;ained in the recommendation of the Shea Com-
rmittee above quoted. There is no definife provision
yet mgde_ for replacing the present dual and illusory
~eommissions qf U.T.C. officers by the single domi-
nion commission. Regarding pay and allowances
anatters are gtill worse. Clause 11 of the amending
stules now published provides as follows ——

“ Every person subject to the Aot other thap a person
enrolled in a nniversity Corps shall be entitled to such pay,
allowances and bountisa a8 ars apecified in Bchedule iii."

"There is no other reference to this subject either
‘in the courss of the amending act or of the amending
Tules. The position to-day is therefore this, that the
status of the U.T.C. officers remains as dubious
.andtpnatiroactlge a]: in t{m past and their pockets will
continue to suffer heavily in future i

doubt been the ease till nyow. as has without

_Such a state of things is to be regretted on
various grounds. It constitutes a breach of promise
-on the part of Government and a very flagrant viola-
tion of_ an important recommendation of the Shea
Committee. Those who have any firsthand experience
of the working of the U.T.0. know well enough
rthat the real difficulty in the path of the progress of
those units, apart from the unsympathatic attitude of
~the Governrpent, is the pancity of suitable candidates
for officers’ ranks in the U.T.C. If the present
decision of the Government of India in regard to the
position and pay of the UT.C. officers is allowed

from faring well.
"Europe cannot be realised elsewhere without the ut-

to stand, not only will further recruiting for their
ranks be affected for the worse, but even the present.
inoumbents will take the first convenient opportunity
to give up a job which does not satisfy their or any-
body's sense of self-respect and which puts them out.
of pocket each year to an extent which many of
them oan bear only at the very serious cost of them-,
selves and their families. )

H P. T.
OUR EUROPEAN LETTER.

{ From Our Own Corresponﬁent.) ‘
GENEVA, September 27« »

AS THE NINTH ASSEMBLY ENDS.

LAST night the last batch of the delegates to the
Assembly went away. Many of them iooked iaded,
avowedly due to ennui rather than work. Every-
body was complaining that there was too much talk.
ing in Geneva. Talking, and a good deal of it, there
always is at Geneva. People come here to talk, and
it is sometimes well to remember that by the very
constitution of the League, practioal action.is for the
States-Members to take. There is some significance,
therefore, in this specific feeling which seems to
have been the experience of the larger part of the
delegates at any rate. It is & feeling which is reflect-
ed in the various capitals about whick the fach
should never be lost sight of, that it is the currents
of opinion flowing in these which really matter,.
which make and unmake policies, and which settle
the destiny of Europe. As yet it is not the capifals
of Europe which have got to be sensitive about what
is happening at Genevs, but Geneva which must
watch the pulse of the ocuter world- In the latter,
for the moment, the definite feeling is that the Lea-
gue is passing through a crucial period, and in far
The dread of war which exists in

most stress of imagination and without psycho-ana-
1ysing all the peace talk that is now going on. There
never was any very groat enthusiasm about the Paris
Peace Pact—the Security Committee of the League
docided to reject even s reference to it—and the one
moment in the League’s history when its star shone
brightest was during and after Loocarno. Loocarno,
regarded as the first fruit of the League policy, was
in its turn expected to yield more of its kind. Instead
what we are now experiencing is the reaction. Inm
the two vital questions of Western politics, naval
armaments and the question of security, failure is
writ large upon both. The newspaper scoop about
the Anglo-French naval accord has come not like
s press sensation but like a poiitical storm. No less
gignificant is the bitterness now prevailing between

France and Germany. As Mr. Philip Kerr put it in

the Observer, “Some acute observers have become
quite pessimistic about the prospects of Euaropean
poace, "

THE DISARMAMENT MUDDLE,

-

Even though the preliminary “quiet of the meet-
ings of the Ninth Assembly lent colour to the view
that Europe was “settling down, ” the effect created
by the final phase of the Session was quite contrary.
On naval disarmament as well as general disarma-
ment scute differences arose. It is true thap the reso-

' lution indicating that the Preparatory Disarmament

Commission msy again meet esrly next year, whioh
was passed in the Assembly, means that for the firsk
time the League hasgone on record believing that
present conditions of security are such as to justify
the immediate conoclusion of s first convention for-
the reduction and limitation of armaments. But how
empty and devoid of content is that resolution | Ger-

.| many refrained from noting, abstsining from actu-

LI 9
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ally voting against it only as & matier of grace, and
the British delegate paid that he doubted whether the
procedure suggested would Jlead to good results;
Monsieur Paul-Bonecour speaking for France, say-
ing that security must be a pre-requisite of disarma-
ment according to the treaty of Versaillea, and
France, in signing the Protocol of 1924, thought that
sufficient security wae about to be realised, it was
not the fault of France if other nations refused to
sign the Protocol. The scheme of Monsieur Loudon,
President of the Preparstory Commission, to get the
five Naval Powers to send representatives to meet
with him in Paris and draft & naval agreement
which would make it possible for the Preparatory
Commission to resume its work, did not fare any
better, for not only did Lord Cushendun immediately
warn that “while he had no instructions on the
proposal and imagined that his Government had
not been informed of it, he felt sure that it would
not be accepted,” but a Washington message also
states : ' Washington does not believe that any use-
ful result would be attained by such a Conference.”
How ofien, even within the last three months, have
we not had direct proofs of diplomgtic temsion bet-
ween Washington and London? '

THE LEAGUR'S. EXCHEQUER.

" 1t is quite natural that in such an atmosphere
the:oost of the League which was rather pointedly
raised in the conoluding meetings of the Assembly
‘had a reptrictive’ appearance, This was emphasised
by the proposal of the Italian delegate that the bud-
get should «be stabilised, There has been an increase
of expenditure of 1,500,000 gold franocs this year, and
two-thirds of it is accounted for by the new centrsl
opium board which is to be set up, the coming con-
ference on the codification of international law,
the transit section, economic confersnces, and works
congequent thereon. Of the increase of 30 °/, of
the total expendifure of the League, the Labour
Office and the Court at the Hague, since 1 24, by far
the largest percentage has been incurred by holding
‘an increased number of conferences annually. In his
-oampaign for economy the Italian delegate had an
opportunity for criticism of the British delegation,
‘which put forward an appeal for the reduction of the
budget, and yet pressed for a credit for an opium
onquiry. The Brtish delegation showed itself anxious
for economy particulerly where the budgatof the

Labour Office was eoncerned, but the victory rested !
with Monsieur Albert Thomas, the Director. The |
creation of & commission to ‘enguire into the !
was |
algo pasged, but considering that there were |

opium problem of the Far Esst
seventeen abstentions in a possible total
of thirty-one votes, and in face of the campaign for
economy, the project may be abandoned. Among
the projects which have been approved or which
exist already and whose work is to be continued or
extended are the study of the protection of youth,
the study of the proposal of & Concerted tariff for the
-reduction -of righta on certain products of interna-
tional importance, the International Institute in
»Rome, and the Society for Refugees. A definite
Attempt for the reduction of expenditure will no
doubt be made, for the Secretary-General, 8ir Eric
Drummopd, himself declared that while there is no
question of the value of the work done by most of the
conferences and enquiries, they may be too
frequenty
; THE INDIAN DELEGATION.

.z .Thus ended the Ninth Assembly, in which, as
,L_ord Lytton had anticipated, there was hardly any
vital issue in which India was directly concerned.
. What is India's record in the season of international
politics just endec ? Here in the Assembly the Indian

e

delegt;.tion was still led by a non-Indian, however- .

amiable snd worthy he might be, and in Paris the-
Peace Pact was signed for India by the ¥oreign
Minisier of Britainl Not even a British offinial
representing India was deputed for the purpose,
Alone of all British signatories to be in this predi-
cament. India’s oircumstance was marked, and equ-
ally marked is, year after year, the nature of the lead

of the Indian delegation that come here in Septem- -
ber. No Indian who comes to Genevs, whatever his

official reticence may be, but feels the delicacy—ta -
put it mildly—of this position. In the heat of inbrr-

nal politics it is well not to forget that justice hes

yet to be done to India at the tribunal of nations.

OUR SOUTH AFRICAN LETTEE.

{ From Our Own Correspondent, )
JOHANNESBURG, September 19,

MR. SASTRT IN THE TRANSVAAL.

MR. SASTRI'S visit to several of the important towns -
Howas

in the Transvaal has been s great success,

4
:

everywhere received by the Mayor, and the leading

citizens, European and Indian, banquetted and

toasted him, At some banqueis the guests rose to their-

foet and sang lustily “ For he is a joliy good fellow™.

The meetings were crowded and in fact drew record

At the big Town Hall meeting st

the Europeans to redeem their promise to treat the
domiciled Indians with justice and fairplay.

AN UGLY INCIDENT.

. audiences, who listened to Mr. Sastri’s exposition of
. the Cape Town Agresment, its implications and -
- obligations,
. Johannesburg Mr, Sastri made a fervent appeal to-
- Indians not to reopen the question of free and unre- .
" stricted emigration within the Commonweslth, and

at the same time made an equally . fervent appeal to .

A

There was one exception however to the others.:

wise unifora:ly courteous reception that Mr. Sastri

received. The Deputy Mayor of Klerksdorp would:
notreconeile himself to the upliftment section of the
Agreement.
night previous to Mr. Sasiri's visit and condemned

the upliftment policy of the present Government,
opposed the condonation scheme and asked the Mayor-

and the other leading citizens not to attend the

banquet in honour of Mr. Sastri. Nevertheless, over

-130 guests, almost ali the leading KEuropean eitizens,

including the Mayor and the Magistrate, attended
the banquet, gave 1. Sastrl anovaiion and sang
“For he is a jolly good fellow”. The chagrined
Dy. Mayor, Mr. Morgan Evans, stood in his car in.
front of the hotel and exhibifed a hysterical placard
against “ coolie uplift”. He then marched to the
Railway Institute with his handful of juvenile-
foliowers, broke open the doors and stationed his
gang Enside.
ten minutes he exchanged oceasional interruptions
for a dead set against the continuanece of the meeting,
and raid that he had not come there to listen to the
speech of Mr. Sastri. The lights were switched off”
and s stink-bomb was flung on the coir matting on
the floor, which soon burst into flames and emitted
sulphurous and suffoeating fumes, The flame was.
goon put cut, but the panic lasted a fow minuten.
The lights socon returned, but Mr. Evans and his
gang had disappesred. There were general calls for-
Mr. Sastri to continue his speech. Mr. Sastri re-
mained absolutely calm and unruffled, quite prepar--
ed o prooeed with his speech. The irritating fumes.
gtill hurg about the hall, and therefore the meeting
was adjourned to the open, and Mr, Bastri completed.
his speech.

The Mayor and the leading citizens expressed
their abhorience of the dastardly conduct of the Dy..

§

¥

He organised a public meeting the -

by

é

1

‘When Mr, Sastri had spoken for about
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- Mayor and apologised for 'it, and acclaimed Mr,
~Sastri’s spaech. Immediately the news appsarad in
 ~the press, Dr. Malan hastened with an expression of
- regret on bahalf of himself and the Govarnment, and
. since then tha Prime Minister and Mr. Havenga
have also apologised. The unfortunate episode has
incidentally revealed tha estedm in which Mr. Sastri
is held in all circles in the country. The press and
- the leading men have publicly denjunead the son-
- dugt of the Dy. Mayor and borre testimonay to their
- regard for Mr. Sastri and to the splendid servicss he
has rendered to the cause of Indo-Sotth African
friendship. The following concluding paragraph
from thq leading article in the Rand Daly Mul of
vthe 18th inst. is typical —

“It is however not only as the friend and protector of
the Indians resident in our midst that Mr, Sastri has
impressed his personality upon the South African com-
munity. During his stay he has given his time ungrud-
gingly to the furtherance of intellectual causes, and we
are in consequencs the richer for the rips wisdom and
kigh idealism which have baen the distiuguisbing features
of the many addresses he has delivered throughout the
country. Even when he has dealt with political issues
he has done 80 with a nobility and digpity rarely to be
met with on a politioal platform anywhere in the world
today, and it is not too much to say that his influence
will ba felt in our midst long after he has left the
Unjon. It isa real pleasure to us to ba abls to pay
this tribite, inadequate thongh it be, to a great gentle-
man, statesman and scholar, but the episode of Klerks-
dorp is a bitter humiliation undar which the whole of
South Africa must bow its head in shame ",

In shocking contrast to this is the letter of My,
“Oswald Pirow, K.C, M.L.A., published in thl;
Africans’ paper, Ons Vuierland of Pretoria, in which,
while deploring disorder at public maefings, he
makes a violent attack on Dr, Malan for apologising
“t0 Mr. Sasfri, and once again expresses hig great
regret that the Nationalist Government gave the
“coolie” in SBouth Africa & leader and that Nation-~
alist leaders act as chairmen at dinners in honour of
“that leader. The Ons Vaderland in an editorial
admits that it is bound by the Agreement, but cannot
stomach the round of entertainments in homour of
Mr. Sastri and the compliments paid to him, * things
.t‘o which we in the Transvaal are not acoustomed”, It
“recalls that no apologies were forthcoming for simi-
lar mcldents.in the past in the eassof Mr, Gandhi,
a man more important than Mr, Sastri, Mr. Gokhale
and Mrs, Naidu, ' It asks the Attorney-Ganeral not
0 tg.ke any action against the miscreants when the
Police report agaiost them! In an interview pub-
lished in the Nalal- Advertiser the Dy. Mayor of
Klerksdprp is reporfed to have said that he did not
» regret his share in the transaction, that som ething of
that mﬂ:ura_ wag necessary fo draw - public attention
to the serious development in- favour of the Asiatic
-and to the detriment of the European.” And he has
promieed to hold protest mestings in various towns
in the Transvasl.

ANTI-INDIAN AGITATION.

A fow days prior to the Klerksdo incident th
Women's Agri_cultuml A.ssocia.tionrp in Pretori:
passed & resolution to boyestt the Indian trader. A
new association, oalled the Bramfontein Vigilanes
Assocmtlon_, hgs baen 1insugurated in order to eradi-

-cafe the Asiatic living and trading in Bramfontain.
It was suggestsc_i that the' elause in the title-deads of
'the- stands forbidding the letting of the stands to
Agsiatios should be striotly enforead, |

THE INDIAN OPPO3ITION ISTS, e

~ The Indians who ara opposed to the cond lon
scheme hava held a Conferenes in Caps Tgw‘;n::.ﬁ;

this month, The Dy. Mayor and a fow Buropeans

were also present and eounselled moderation. They
passed resolutions condemning the condonation
ssheme ag's ** diabolioal " method of chasing Indiana
cut of the country, calied tha South African Indian
Congress a “ traitorous body ", characterised Mr.
Sastri as a “ puppet * in the hands of Dr, Malan and
as one who was rasponsible for the reduction ta
manageable compass of Indiansin Australia () and
one who is bent on & -similiar feat in South 'Africa,
accused him of being inaocessible and ‘high-handed,
deplorad his attitude on -the Indian question dm
general and on  condonation. in particular, and
aocused the Union Government of a breach of the
Cape Town Agreementin view of the Colour Bar
Act, the Liquor Act, the Old Age Pensions Act, the
Union Nationality Act, and S8s0. 5 of the amanding
Aot of last year, and resolved to let the Govarnment
know what the Conferance thought of it. A resolution
that there was no need for an Indian Agent in South
Africa was postponed for consideration till the next
meeting in Durban. It -was also thought that a
warning to future Agents-General. would be s suffi-
cient safeguard for their interests,

The loecal Congress organisation, the Cape
British Indian Council, met simultaneously and
voted oconfidence in Mr. Sastri and the Congress and
approved and recommended the condonation achemne,

AGITATION IN NATAL.

It will be recalled that the G'rovarnmerﬁ gaueﬁ’
concession that those who exchanged Pedos Preser-
vation Ordinance permits for ragistration “cortifipates
are exempt fromi condonation, provided the thumb
impressions on both the documents agreed. This
means that those illegals are excused who committed
any illegality in obtaining the P,P,O. permits, This
concegsion has led Natal to ask for a somewhat
pimilar concession for Natal. The Congress request-
ed that all Domiocile Cortificates issued with thumb.
prints ba accepfed as legal, provided thumb prinis
thereon agreed with the thumb prints of the holder.
It appears that Indians who held Domicile Certi-
ficates isaued under the Natal Acts of 1897 and 1903
exchanged them for Domicile Certificates with thumb
impressions issued under the Act of 1908. The issue
of the latter certifioates was stopped about 1910-or
1911, It is contended by the Congress that the
namber of such Domicile Certificates issued could
not be large and must have dwindled«s great deal by
the death or return to India of the holders thereof,
The request amounts to the plea that all those who
came in illegally before 1910 on 1911 sghould be
excused from the necessity of taking out Protection
Certificates. ' ¥ W

The Department regretted its inability o accede
to the request. ‘The Indians- in Natal are gredtly
agitated over the question; they: find thab the
Transvaal was given s ooncession but not Natal. The
Congress officials are greatly depressed over it; The
Natal Congress officials are being mercilessly assailed
snd attacked for . failing to secure the concession for
Natal. Hard indeed and often thankless is the task
of the public worker ! P

: CONDONATION FIGURES. ’

In the Transvaal 184 Protection Certificates have
so far been issued, and over 40 -applications are
pending ;in Natal 160 ocertificates have been issued
and over 50 are pending; and in the Cape 38,
cortificates have been fssued.*

ASSISTED EMIGRANTS.

According to the Nofal Mercury, some 2,337
Indians have left the country during the first eight
months of this year. Inthe first five months of last
year before the new assisted emigration scheme came
into operation, 1,320 Indians left the country ; during
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the subsequent seven months the number rose to
1,655. Only two applications for return seem fo
have been made.

REVIEWS, °

NINETEENTH CENTURY AMERICA.

OUR TIMES—AMERICA FINDING HERSELF.
By MARK SULLIVAN. (Scribner's Sons, New
York.) 1927. 934 %6. pp. 668. $5.00, ‘

A PERSON whose childhood and youth were apent in
the United States of America during the laat two
decades of the twentieth century after reading this
book can but echo the senktiment insecribed on the
dust ocover, “-This is not a bork, it is one’s own
past.” Toreaders without this childhood background,
while the appeal will probably be less intense, the
real value of the book may be even greater. America
is undoubtedly & misunderstood country. She has
all the faults of youth, and of wesalth. The combina-
tion produees unpleasant qualities which are often
so prominenft as to obscure the less conspicuous
virtues that lie at the roots of character.

~ The first paré of Sullivan’'s volume deals with
the educational system and the religious and social
cugtoms that prevailed in the 80's and 90’s—~-thoge
sterner days before electricity, motors, and movies

changed the face *of the esrth. In those days the

the Furitan tradition to some extent still prevailed :
dife wagesimple and in many ways severe;in the
*rural home money was gcarce and luxuries fow ; the
church ang the district school, on the one hand, and
the ¢ salcon” on the other, were stiil the centres of
community life; black was black, and white was
-white, and there were fewer intermediate shades of
gray. A foreigner who wants to understand not the
America of the newepaper, the oinema and the prob-
lem novel, but that of the farmer,
country a'octor, the self-made minister, the rocky
+« New England farm, the newly reclaimed prairie,

. will gain from this book & growing understanding

»

and a iew quality of sympathy with the traditions
_that’have gone to the making of a nation.

The one-teacher, one-district school, with its
twenty of thirty pupils, both boys and girls, was
thq.unit of early rural education in America. To
one who sttended it, the memory has an indes.
cribable quality of charm never effaced by later ex-
perionces of high school and college days. The

bare unlovely” room, cold in winter and hot in |

summer; the crude desks, deeply carved with ini-
tials ; the Friday spelling matches ; the cold lunch
brought in the tin pailj; the bucket of drinking
water in the entry with its one tin * dipper”; the
fhorning and afternoon “recess” with coasting in
winter and “play-houses” in summer; the red wool
mittens, and snow tracked in and melting in wel
patckes near the fron stove; “Arbor Day” with its
crude “decorations and tree planting; the ocoasional
fight to establish supremacy between the big bully of
the school and the teacher—these are some of the
memories Bullivan's book ealls back to be relieved
«with the. glamour of childhood upon them; the “light
4hat newer wag" illuminating the dim outlines.
They were_ all such crude conditions, unhygienie,
unpedagegie,. -and all-fo-be-condemned in the light.
of the present day. Yet there was in them gome-
thing sturdy and self-reliant and fine. Will the
child of today carry away such tender memories of
~the Dalton School, the Project Method, the Montes-
sori Class? I doubt it ™

- In the second part, the author. furns from memo-
ries*of autograph albums, Fifth Readers, lunch
baskets,iand singing gemes to America's socisl,

F R

the pioneer and the-

eoconomio, and poﬁtical developments. The railroad, .
the Standard Oil Company, the Chicago Stock Yards; -

Wall Street and Roosevelt with the Big Stick point )

the moral and adorn the tale,
" Amerioa’s industrial revolution has been acoom-. *

panied and followed by great upheavals,social and.

economic. As the factory- displaced and absorbed
home industries, eo the * trust” absorbed the separate
factory. The building of railroads, the discovery of -
oil, end the development of the modern methods of
“ high finance” led to grave abuses. * Money Yor uge™ ™
degenerated into “money for power”. The Standard
Oil Company, the railroads, and the Chicago Stock
Yards are quoted as horrible examples of abuse of
power, while over against them we find the reform. -
ing groups of the “muck-raising” meagazines, Upton

Sinclair in the “Jungle”, and above all, the success-

§

ful political house cleaning of Roosevelt and the

Progressive Republicans. Roosevelt's history is
traced from the time that he entered politics es a.
much ridiculed smateur, through the achievements
of his presidential administration. The fight put
up by the Labour Unions during the great Coal
Strike of 1902-3, fhe struggle that achieved pure
food and exposed “faked” patent medicines, lead up-
to the dramatic climax of the book—a detailed and
yet impressionist account of the development
of the aeroplane. The plucky attempts and failure of
Langley, the plucky attempts and successes of_ the
Wright brothers—those two bodies tenanted by asingle -
mind—recall to us who take the conquest of the air as-
a matter of course the romance of those pioneers who-
turned fairy tale into fact, ‘
The fascination of the printed page is enhanoced
by the large collection of cartoons and photographs,..
ranging all the way from likenesses of Coolidge at !

the age of seven and Roosevelt as the csrtoonists '

gaw him, to late Victorian advertisements of stock-
ings and styles for women. To those who want to

know America, not as a completed product but ase
growing and evolving organism, this book is highly

recommended.
- A, B. VAN DOREN,

BLACK AND WHITE IN SOUTH AFRICA.
THE ANATOMY OF AFRICAN MISERY. By’

i
LoRD OLIVIER. {Hogarth Press.) 1927, 734 x5. ;
. 234.

503'1:'33 AFRICA, WHITE AND BLACK—OR
BEROWN? By P. A, BSILBURN. ( Allen &
Unwin. ) 1927. 734 x 514, pp. 192. 6s.

THE SOUTH AFRICANS, By SARAH GERTRUDE
MILLIN. (Constable.) 1926, 8 x 534, pp. 280, 7s. 6d.

SOUTH AFRICA FROM WITHIN. By MANFRED

“NATHAN, ( John Murray.) 1926, 834x5}.
pp. 324.1%5.

THE BRITISH WEST AFRICAN SETTLE~

MENTS, 1750-1821, By EVELINE C. |
MARTIN. (Longmans.) 1927, 834 x 524, pp. 186, .
7s.6d.

NOTHING in the twentieth century is more remark- |
able than the economic development of Africa. The .
commerce of the African territories hes assumed 8.
‘place in the British economio world wh}ch the most
ardent imperialist in his most expansive moments
wculd not have predicted thirty years ago. More-
over, there is every reason to suppose that their -
jmportance, both as markets and as sources of :
supniy, is capeble of being imn_lensely enhanced';
in the future. The riches of Africa, both mineral ;
and sgricultural, sre still largely untouched, '
The extent of its territcry is enormous, and:_

e o e T
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rmuch of it even now is economically unexplored.
Africa is, in fact, becoming more -and more
tindispensable to the rest of the world. What is
'happening in its British territories is being paral-
|leled in the French and Belgian colonies and but
‘for want of capital would be happening likewise in
‘the Portuguese possessions. But there is one ocondi-
-tion upon which the whole of its future development
must entirely depenrd—the solution of its labour
problem. = Practically the whole of its growing
~wealth has been produced by native or Indian labour,
1t is no doubt true that the initiative, the capital, the
organization and the direoling supervision hava all
{been furnished by the white man, but it is also
equally true that but for the manual work and
-labour of the Negro and the Indian, the recent ex-
pansion and development would never have taken
;place. The difficult and complicated problem of the
~economic co-operation of Black and White in Africa
+is the theme of all these five books under review,

“ The Anatomy of African Misery ™ by Lord
vOlivier is the most important of these five. His Lord-
.ship is an authority on the problem of the coloursed
-races, his first work ou this subject having been
‘published in 1905 on “ White Capital and Coloured
Labour.” Taking the British African Empire (except-

ing 8, Africa ), there are only 611,000 Whites as_

-against a total Black population of nearly 13 millions,
‘a proportion of about 1 to 203. The Union of 8.
Africa on the other hand comprises 1,500,000 Euro-
pears as against about 5,400,000 natives, a proportion

of nearly 1 to 314. It will at once be evident that the | -

proportion between the two races is s vital factor
in the labour problem. Three main causes may
be discerned as tonding to ecreate a now
‘relationship between Black and White in Africa.
They are: first, the growth of the * Poor White ”
class ; secondly, the insufficiency of the native 1ands
for a growing population; thirdly, the rising capacity
-and ambition of the native himself As for the last
point, the experience of West Africa has shown that
the native is capable of learning the arts of agricul-
‘ture and industry and that with education he very
-quickly becomes susceptible to the ordinary econo-
‘mic motives which impel human beings to work.
The same phenomenon is found in other parts of
Afriea, On the Congo, the native drives locomo-
tives and motor vehicles as he doss in Nigeria. He
is being taught all the tzades. But he is equally de-
barred from employment in the skilled trades by
-oustom and trade union interdict, and in the minesby
Jegislation. For instance, the Transvaal Provinecial
Couneil recently issued an order prohibiting natives
‘from driving motor vehicles containing Europeans.
As the court pointed out in declaring the order uifra
wvires, nothing could be more artificial. Sueh “Colour
Bar” Acts and orders of segregation have created g
world of unrest, resulting in the formation of the In-
dustrial and Commercial Workers' Union, usually
‘known as the LC.U. It is recruited almost entirely
from the detribalised Natives, claiming equal wages
for equal work with the Whites and also the benefits
of industrial legislation hitherto applicable to the
Europea.q worker only. Thus equality of economiec
. _opportunily between the White and Black races is
* 'becoming inevitable. The growing inability of the
reserves to support their population is steadily fore-
"ing more and more natives out of their tribal etate
‘into industrial and agricultural employment,.
Though the allocation of further iand to their use
may slow down this movement, it cannot arrest it,
"There are many who fear and oppose this doctrine of
~economic equality, for they see in it the road towards
social and politieal equality—not in the immediate
future, perhaps not for five or ten generations but in
. #he end inevifably. With social eqaality, they see

the extinotion of the White race, with political equa-
lity the disappearance of White ideals. Others fear
that five hundred years from now Sir Harry John-
stone’s prophecy may be fulfilled and it may have
been shown that the colonization of Africa by alien
peoples produces a compromise—"a dark-skinned race
with 8 White man's features and a White man's
brains”. What seems certain, however, is that the
oo-operation of the two races must be based on the
gradual elevation of the native from the ignorant
gerf to the intelligent worker, if the development of
Africa is to be pursued peacefully. Lord Olivier imm
his splendid book pleads for such & oco.operation“of -
the two races and for the gradual elevation of thd
Native from the ignorant serf to a free worker., The
translation of the prinoiple of the colour bar into‘in-
dustrial legislation in Africa would be & manace to
the peace of the world according to Lord Oliver and
other intelligent critics of Afrioan problems. Lord
Olivier concludes his masterly survey of the situa-
tion in S, Africa as follows =— .

“If the attempt to maintain the repressioniss and
colour bar polioy is persisted in, i# is not the Natives .
that in the iong run are likely to be defeated. Is is not
they, but the Whites, that have shown the firat sym-
ptoms of degeneration—a degemeration ontir:l.{odue to
their own perverse sacial theory... Those knoy*
and understand the Native beat, and those of his own
race who oan handle the ideas of Western olligh.mmta.a'
are perfactly clear that although his patience ia long, it
is not likely to prove eternal inthe face Wi she repres-
sionist policy of Wwiich the Colonr Baclaw ia so 'Blut-
spoken a declaration.”

Altogether Lord Olivier’s book is indispensable to
those who wish to have s correct analysis of the
South. African situation. .

Colonel Silburn’s book on South Africa f‘_mnkl_y
recognizes.that the Native races of South Africa did ,
not receive a ‘square deal’ in the past from the a
Whites and proposes 8 scheme of territorn_a.l segrega.
tion for the natives, though he does ‘not give _deguls
ag to the methods he would employ to carry it info
offact. The practicability of the scheme al is open
to question even if it were desirable. Col."Silburn
advooates territorial segregation not only for the
good of the Native, but also for securing purity. of
the White race about which he is evry apprehensive.
Col. 8ilburn’s book is written from the point view
of the Whites of South Africs, though professing
solicitude for the welfare of the natives:

Mrs. Millin’s book “The South Africans™ is

- another one written in the style of Colonel Silburn,

though more descriptive of  the geography, climate,
geology and history of South Africa.. It must be ad-
mitted, however, that a novelist is not necessarily'a ,
good student of politics and her analysis of the Sputh
African situation is poor, though her descriptior is &
little bettes. Her conclusions are in the main the
eame as those of Col. Silburn—racial and territorial
segregation of the Native and the supremacy of the
White man with the corollary of the integn!:y of the,
‘White race. - o
Dr Nathan's “South Africa from Within” isa
little batter than the two preceding books as & endea~
vours to give an account of the history amd politioal
development of Scuth Africa more specially since
1910. The second part of the book is descriptive of
the country, the people, the Government, and the in«
dustries and commerce of South Africa. It also
disousses the political parties and problemsa ot'_ South
Africa and the last chapteris a useful guiderpn
travel and gocial lifedn the Union of Southg Africa.
Dr, Nathan makes no attempt to  suggest sny solu--
tion for the native problem and his book is frankly a
desoriptive and historical work which may be useful

»
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to one who is unacquainted with South Africa, its
people and history. v -

-2 The. British Waest African Setilements, 1750=
1821.7 by Eveline C. Martin is a thesis for the Ph, D.
degree in Landon, and givea,an account of .the" ad-
ministration of the British holdings 1h West Africa
in.the second half of the- eighteenth century The
work under review forms the second volume in the
series of Imperial studies monographs of the Royal
Colonial Institute, The wvarious experiments
in, . administration that were made 1in British
West Africa between 1750 and 1821 are described
oarefully in thia book, such as control by a regulated
company, the . company .of merchants .trading fo
Africa: wHich was established in 1750, Crown ‘control

, whieh was introduced. by the erection of the provinoce
ofSenegambia in 1765, and which .ceased after the |
American War, and an experiemment in .self-govern-

ment by . freed Negroes. begun at Sierra ILeone in
1787%. . The work under review is & schclarly piece
of research in eighteenth century history.

P . : V. SRIVA RAM.

. SHORT NOTICES.

STUDY OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND ITS
L RELATION'TO COGNATE STUDIES. By
-» /ERNEST *BARKER. : ( Cambridge University
o Prosp, ) 1928, Y14 x5,pp..51. 25 6d. -«
WITH a pen which has the cadencq of Pater in it,
Pyof. Barker argues that Political Science as such
hase “no deﬁniiga basis..dn histery,! least.of:all,in a
“gmhnpmla social.psychology. . He .thinks that it is
inspired by biclogy, haslegsl.ideas for its . support-
ingvvertebrse '.and only its-dress in historical expe-
rience. :In.his own words, * Political Science is
always new as well as always old and it; is constant-
«  1y.changing oven while it remaing the same, ”
© . An* unconventional " defanse -"of Folitical
. Seience !' The essay is profound reading.
T . K V. R: ¢

. SQVIET UNION YEAR" BOOK, 1928.:Compiled
.., 80d edited .by A, A. SaNTALOV and LoOUIS
' SEGAL, " (Allen’ & Unwin, London.”) 1928.

%x-5._ pp. 587. 8. 6d. " ‘
THIS .publication first made its appesrance in
19% sidte. when it hae grown in usefulness,
Ity fourth edition recently issued gives uptodate
information about Russia and contsins, we are

__.mesured, 8 great deal of entirely new material,

partigudarly about Foreign Trade and Finance. The

book: - is exceedingly. useful as a referefité book |
to publicists . generally, and indispensable to

social afd labour workers, as showing how much
a Government really founded on the people’s will
does for the common people. The Russian con-
stlt.utl.o.n with which the book opens adds greatly to
its utxhty_'. We trust the publioation will go some
way to d1qpe] misunderstanding and ignorance pre-
va1!mg - in <different countries about Russia, to
w]ych owing to the great economio' experiment now
being tried there all eyes are turned, - _ :
R - - LJEK

¥ 3 CORRESPONDENCE.

» OPPRESSION IN“DEWAS.
“ Tc; we ,Bémjrpn OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,
Sl o « - Indore, Sept. 28.

SIR.——Deep.:discbntent'prevaiis among the subjects

» 1 .
. of Dewas State, Junior Branch, fot several reasons one
R ]

o

- BIR . ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE.

- . b R Il ’
of which is the Dewns Mundi. This is a depot for the-

- dispoeal of cultivators’ products, brought into existence. :

by Mr..Govind Reo Mysoreker  during the great war,
Al ocultivators are compelled to bring their wheat,
juar, cotton, etc. to this. Mundi where the same are
purchased at low prices and afterwards eold by the
State st big profite. There is a report that accounts -
at the Mundi are not properly kept, and large sums .
of money are from time to time withdrawn from this
Department with the 7esult that claims for producta .
purchased by the State are kept pending indefinitely, -

. The go-called Cabinet in this small State Jsa
myth and a farce established apparently with € view
to throw dust in the.syes of ths Agenocy authorities, .
or.to secure a firm grip on the State,, :

- Tt seems superfluous to say that budgets are a.
sine qua nonin every well-organised State, meant to
show at the end of a year the real financial condition
of the State. Mr. Mysoreker, who. is in charge of
the Finance portfolio, has not put up any budget be.
fore His Highness the Maharaja for some years past,.
go that no single authority in the State can say in.
what direction the financial ship of the State is sail-
ing, . . . ‘

Judicial and State administration exists only in
name and eannot bear scrutiny. Most of the State
departments are at present manned, not by Dewas.
subjects, but outsiders, How completely the State is-
now under Mr, Mysorekar's gontrol may be seen:
from the fact .that -he is President.of the Cabinet,.
Chief Minister, and Chief.Adviser: to the Maharaja;
and also holds charge of the Financa portfolic. In
other words he is all..in all... The. supjects . of the
States are groaning under the tyranny,K of the State
officials and wonder why the Paramount Power does-
not step in and . prevent the State from total ruin.:
—Yours,ete. . ... . Ca . :
Ce e * Ri B. THOMSON.

BOOKS RECEIVED., -~ "

—

FIELD-MARSHAL SIR HENRY WILSON, His Lifs and
faries.’ Vols. 1 & 2. By C. E, CaLLwELL. ( Cassell, ) 1927°

" 9ix 64 pp. 363, 389, . ]
READINGS IN S0OCIOLCGY., Ed. by JEROME DAVIE AND-
HARRY ELMER BARNES, {D.C, Heath & Co, New York. *
1927. 9x 6, pp.1063.7.$6 00.
INDIAN FINANCE IN THE DAYS OF THE. COMPANY.
By PRAMATHANATH DBAXERJEA. (Macmillan,) 1928.°
83 x 52, pp. 392, 128, 6d. , :
By PROBODH CHANDRA
" SINEA. (The Book Co, Ltd. Calcutta.) 1928, 7§x5.
pp. 532. Rs. 4, 7 ‘
THE CHINA OF TO-DAY. By STEFHEN EKING-HALL, :
{ Hogarth Press,) 1927, 7ix 5, pp. 4. 3

FOR DIPAVALL ‘

Book orders for the following choicest perfumes ete, 1
Rub-Aghat, Ruli-Khas, Istambo), Keors, Gulab,.)
Muskh-Hina, Mogrs, Kastoori, Chambeli, Bakul, Bela, 3
Panch, Raj-Champa, ete, etec. @ Rs. 2,8, 4, & 5 per tola.,
of 13 mashas, : 1

¢

Rose-water, Keora watdr, -and ' Oils Gulab, Bels, !
‘Chambeli and Hina @ Rs. 4, 5, 6 & 8 per seer of Re. 110
in weight, ’ :

Tastefully dccorated fancy Itardans @Ra. 3/8, 4/8,.
& 6/8 each, . ‘

to  CHHEDIRAM MOOLCHAND, E
Tsle, Add. ~ Kothi No, 32,
« PERFUMES, "’ " Kanauj ( India).
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