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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

‘'WE ventured to remark Iast week that some of the
Bardoli outstanding differences at least bet-
: o ween Government and the satya-
grahis in regard to Bardoli must be due to an imper-
-fect understanding o1 the respective positions of the
two parties. We could not have looked for & better
.ﬂlus_;traﬁon of this than what is afforded in Young
India of 1ast week, Mahatma Gandhi’s version of the
Government proposals, given therein, differs widely
from Government versions both as to the nature
and scope of the inquiry, Mahatma Gandhi gays, in
. Tegard to this, that “the inquiry proposed by the
Government amounts to ” nothing more than * an
" Inquiry by a subordinate revenue official into indi-
vidual cases,” If this were the offer we would
- ourselves unhesitatingly counsel rejection. But,
to our mind, the offer makes a better showing.
As we explained last week, the inquiry will
in all essentials be judicial, since the revenue
official, though technically a participant in the in-
quiry, will be reduced by the conditions 1aid down
- to the position of a disputant equally with the cul-
_ tivators, the judicial officer being given the sole
power of decision in all disputed matters, This in-
terprgtat:pn 18 now oonfirmed by 'a‘ press communi-
que, just msued_, which says that whether the judicial
officer is associated with the revenue official through-
out the Inquiry or in specific portions thereof,
the opinion arrived at by such judicial officer will [

decide the question at issue bestween the revenue
officer and those who do not agree ” and, again, that,
* his opinion on all disputed questions of facts or
figures will prevail.” It being left to the eultivators
to object to any proceeding on the paré of the zeve-
nue official and by so objecting to take the point at
issue out of his handa and to entrust it to the judi-
cial officer, they have the means, we take it, of
converting the*whole inquiry into what the satya-
grahis themselves want, & judicial inquiry.

In regard to the scope of the enquiry too, our
reading of Sir Leslie Wilson's terms is better than
Mahatma Gandhi’s, The inquiry will not necossari-
1y be confined o individual cases but can be enlarg-
ed, on demand by the peasants, into an inquiry de
novo into “the whole assessment,” to use the words of
the earlier official communique. It may be that we
have put upon the Government offer an unwarrant-
ably liberal interpretation ; but even if it should be
8o, it seems clear from the explanation now given by
Governmment that the offer must not be too narrowly
interpreted and that in any case therre is excellent
gronad for hoping that if each party makes a serious
attempt to know the real mind of the other, the out-
standing differences will be found much too minute
to be aliowed to stand in the way of an honourable
compromige, '

On one point Mahatma Gandhi's statement in
Navajivan is resssuring. IF Government insist
upon the whole of the revised assessment being paid
in, the Satyagrahis would not object, as & matter that
offends their conscience, to a third party paying in
the difference between the old and the new assess-
ment. We ourselves have always been of the opinion
that the Satyagrahis cannot be acoused of morsl tur-
pitude if they let others pay in this difference, with-
out prejudice to their contentions. Both Govern-
ment and the Satyagrahis had made “a vital point”
of what is really the least important of the points at
iseue, and we are therefore very glad to see thaton
this matter at any rate the way iz now clear for a
compromise, Government having already received
more than one offer from men anxious to put an end
to the present impasse. ‘

The prospects of a settlement seem bright at the
moment when we write, If it comes it wiil be most
emphatically to the advantage of the people eoncern-
ed, and will redound equally to the credit of Govern-
ment and the Satyagrahis, and the credit will be the
greater because the settlement is reached after many

unsuccessful attempts therefor,
» - *

IN their memorandum submitted to the Simon Com-
mission, the South Indian Liberal

Madras Non- Federation Constitutionalists, which
EBrahmans’ i3 a non-Brahman organisation,
Demands.

make it clear that their goal like
that of other advanced political
parties is Dominion Status and demand as steps lead-
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ing to it the grant of complete provincial autonomy
and the introduction of an element of responsibility
in the Central Government. Under their scheme,
every province would have six ministers, the prime
minister selecting his five colleagues. They want
the Governor to be chosen from the ranks of British
public men rather than from the Indian Civil Ser-
viee and appointed directly by the Crown without
the intervention of the Governor-General, The
(Governor's constitutional relations with his Minist-
ers should be the same as those that obfain in the
Augtralian States; and he ghould aot oniy on the
advice of his ministers except in matters reserved
for his sole diseretion. With a view to protect the
Governor from interference by Whitehall, the
gcheme provides that the Seoretary of State shall
gend him no instruotions except about assent or re-
servation of bills, If & Governor fails to conform to
constitutional usage, he would, under this scheme, be
liabie to removal from office if & two-thirds majority
of both houses of the provineial legislature votein that
genes. The provineisl eabinets will of course contain
no executive councillors; but there would be two
advisers to the Ministry, chosen from the services,
who can sit both in the Cabinet and the legislature,
but will have no vote. One of these will be the Finan-
-¢ial Adviser, the other the Adviser cn Law and
Order. The Executive Council to advise the Gover-
nor in the government of the province will consist,
besides the Ministers and the Advisers, of such per-
.sons a8 may be appointed by the Governor; but these
will hold office during the Governor's pleasure and
will receive no salary. The proposed provincial
Legislative Council or the Lower House to be
wholly clective will consist of twice the number of
members of the present Council; while the Senate
-or the Upper House of one-third of the strength of the
Council. As regards the franchise, the Constitution-
-alists do not favour universal suffrage but advocate
a reduction in the property qualification so that the
franchise may be more widely distributed. Separate
electorates are to be retained, but only for minorities
such as Muslims, Indian Christians and Europeans;
while the depressed classes will have an electorate
.of their own based on separate electoral qualifica~
tions. We should have thought that considerations
of consistency, if nothing else, would have shown
the Constitutionalists the desirability of doing away
with any special treatment which a majority commu-
nity like the Non-Brahmans enjoyed so far in the
-matter of its representation in the legislature; but are
-surprised that the reservation of seats allowed to non-
Brahmans is asked fo be continued. The Commission
can see from this that though the Non-Brahmans are
-go-operating with it, their demands do not differ
materially from those of other advanced sections of
_political opinion which are keeping away from it.

L 3 * *

IMPORTANT questions affecting labour were consi-

dered by the Bombay Legislative
‘Labour Problems Council 1ast week, Mr, Syed Muna-
in Bombay var, & nominafed Labour represen-
Council. tative and a worker of the Social

Service League, Bombay, brought
-forward a bill providing for the representation of
labour in the Bomhay Municipality by four of its
representatives and proposing a ecorresponding in-
-crease in its total strength. With such a iarge
labour population in Bombay, Mr Munavar’s de-
mand was eminently reasonable, The pro-ision in
the bill for the nomination of these representatives
"by Government encountered some opposition; but
it wag eventually referred to Select Committes. Mr.
Asavale's bill providing for the grant to wouwen
workers in factories of maternity benefits for six

weeks both before and after confinement was given
a first reading. As expeoted, the bill was stutly
opposed by the oapitalists’ ropresentatives in the
Council. Their opposition was based on tha ground
amongst others that what was wanted was really
a piece of legislation applicable to the whole
country rather than one applicable to one province,
Those who brought forward this argument
sgainst the bill failed to take account of the
fact that when Mr. N. M. Joshi was trying to get
the Legislative Assembly to enact a similar meagure
which would have covered the whole country, his
efforts were frustrated mainly owing to the opposi-
tion of the same vested interests. It is however a
source of satisfaction that by passing its first reading
the Council has given its support to the principle of
granting maternity benefits to women workers, This
is not an inconsiderable gain and if the Council
continues to be equally sympathetic towards labour,
there is no reason why this bill should not be placed
on the statute book before long.

* * *

The memorandum presented by the Muslim mem-

bers of the T, P. Council is one of the
The U.P. Muslim most pugzling that has been so far
Memorandum. penned.It advocates that the strueture

of the Central Government should
remain intact; at the same time it wishes to abolish
the India Counecil and to restrict the control of the
Secretary of State. This means that the Central
Government will recognize no responsibility except
to the Agsembly and we know hkow shadowy it is,
Dominion Status is, in the opinion of the signatories,
unthinkable owing to the absence of the spirit of
good will and compromise amongst the various
parties and communities. The Memorandum empha-
sires the need of spacial represantation of Muslims
in the services and local bodies and advocates the
continuance of communal electorates.  Unlike other
Muslim bodies it fights shy of provineial autonomy,
the reason probably being that in U. P. the Muslims
are likely to be out-voted in the Council under a
fully responsible form of Government and to have
fewer representatives in the Ministry. The substance
of the main suggestions thus appearsto be that the
Muslims in U P. would prefer to jog along in the
same way as they have been doing so far. This is
Toryism in excelsis, If this is a typical specimen of
Muslim thinking all over the country then we might
as well despair of constitutional reform even of the
smallest dimension, TUnless the 1loecal Muslim
excogitations are controlled by a respomsible All.
India body the Muslim case might present itself as a
wallet of parti-coloured patches,

* * L

THE speakers at the meeting of the East India
: ' Association recently addressed by the
The future of the Maharaja of Patiala included Sir
States' subjects. Michael O’ Dwyer. A widegulf di-
vides him and Indian politicians, so

far es India’s political aspirations are concerned;
but in regard to the problem of Indian States which
formed the subject of discussion at this meeting he
gave expression fo some sentiments for which the
subjects of Indian States ought to be grateful to him.
It is no doubt risky to base any comments on happen-
ings in foreign lands on mere cabled summaries
bus Sir Michael O’ Dwyer's statoments appear to be
too categorical to admit of any misconception by
anybody, even by Reuter. He expressed the view
that it would be most unwise to give up the right of
the Paramount Power to interfere in the affairs of
Indian States in case of maladministration, This
right of the Paramount Power which cannct be said
to have been exercised too frequently or light heart-
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_edly in the past is the only safegnard which the
subjeots of Indian States have against oppression by
their rulers. To ask that this right should be taken
away from the Paramount Power is virtually to de-
mand that the subjects should be handed over to the
unbridled autocracy of the Indian Princes. If the
control of the Paramount Power over the Indian
Princes is to be removed as is demanded by them, it is
oniy right that it should be substituted by that of
their subjeots. This would be a oconsummation
devoutly to be wished; and is only a counsel of
perfection at the present stage. But till this is done,
why be in a hurry to remove the only safeguard
which in theory at least stands between ruthiess
oppression and the subjects of the states ? Whatever
else may be the outcome of the lahours of the Butler
Committee, we hope it will not be misled into re-
commending anything which will have the effect of
enabling the Princes to oppress or misrule their sub-
jects with impunity.
* * *
IT is curious to reflect upon some of the observa-
tions made on India as affording
relief to unemployment in Great
Britain in various forms. Ina recent article, Lord
Birkenhoad has dwelt on the phenomenon that the
bulk of the middle elass unemployed in England
ceases to be a danger to the Stata by being drafted on
to India. Here perhaps we get a clue fo the porsis-
tent opposition to Indianisation of the services, by
the Britishers in England as well as in India. 8imi-
larly the value of India to the unemployed in the
industries in England by consuming British taxtiles
and other exports has been commented upon by Lord
Birkenhesd, Similarly Mr. Philip Snowden in the
recent debate on unemployment in the House
of Commons suggested the tapping of the Indian
source. We quote his words: “If the purchasing
power of the Indian peasant were only raised by
three farthings & week, there would not be & loom
or a spindle idle in Lancashire, ” Along with this
he proposes sending machinery o cultivate the land
and money for manures with a view fo give a sti-
mulus to the machine trade in Great Britain, Of
course there is nothing wrong about a statesman
wishing to relieve unemployment in his own coun-
try. But to-expect India to support Lancsshire in-
dustry when her own textile industry is in dire
straits is hardly altruistic, The role of India is not
surely to minister to other people’s comforts at the
expense of her own.

The role of India,

* *
Faint praise from a man of Sir Lalubhai Samal-

Sir Lalubhai das’s temperament and character is
Samaldas on the tantamount to s condemnation of the

Agricultural Agricultural Commission’s Reporf
Commission Bir Lalubhsai who delivered a lecture
Report. on the subject recently thinks that

the all-important question of Land Revenue was kept
out of the terms of reference of the Commisgion be-
cause Government were afraid to place all their
cards even before a fribunal appointed by themselves.
Sir Lalubheai S8amaldas is surprised at the omisgion
in the Report to gauge the effects of the 18d. ratio
on agriculture, which, according to him, is & very
valuable line of investigation. In his opinion the
Commission’s discussion of rural indebtedness has
been very sgketchy and baphazsrd. He ig equslly
surprised at the rejection of his suggestion to appoint
an Indian on the Permanent Committee of the Inter-
national Institute of Agriculture at Rome. To say
that the Brifish representative can look after the
goneral interests of Indiu is, he says, not reassuring
because it is doubtful whether he will do s0 accord-
ing tothe wiahei of Indiz.a‘ns.

MUSLIM CLAIMS.

MANY reasons can be advanced, and have been ad-
vanced, as to why in the present oircumstances the
only course open to self-respecting patriots is to
leave the Statutory Commission severely alone, But
to the Muslims, that is to say, to that fraction of
them which ig led by Sir Mahomed Shafi only one
reason might have been sufficient, namely, that they
do not command anything like the ability and the
gkill which are necessary in: preferring their claims
to the Commission. The memorandum whioch the
so-called All-India Muslim League has submitted
will be placed in C; ontegory even as s school-boy
essay. It contains the usual demands made on behalf .
of the Mahomedans without giving any ressons to
support those demands, and where any faint attempt
is made to indicate the reasons, the writer makes such
ludicrous mistakes and shows such a colossal ignor-
anoce even of tHe elements of political science that no.
inquiring body, unless it wants to exploif communa-
lism, can help at once puttihg the memorandum out
of court.

It need hardly be said that the greatest stress
is laid by the League on communal electorates, and.
keenly as we desire their elimination'from the political
organisation of the country, we do not mind confess-
ing that a much stronger case can be made out for:
them than what is' found in this memorandum. The:
Leaguo regards soparaste electorates as * the cor-
nerstone of the Reforms” and yet it is its opinion that
they “ have not served to counteract monopolisation™
by the Hindus, It is this creation of-an “oligarchy"™
that the League wants to guard against. It seems to-
think that.Hindus still continue to dominate Indian
politics and secure for themselves a position of
unfair advantage because they reckon for the purposes
of election as one community, whereas if thiscoms-
munity were broken up into various castes, each caste
itself would be so feeble that the community asa
whole would cease to be & formidable competitor to
the Muslime. For this purpose the League suggests
that the “depressed olasses” and “other large classes
or communities” should be dealt with separately in
the constitution inataad of as component parts of one
entity, the Hindus, The League however has not
the sense to understand that whatever other evils
may arise from such a splitting of the Hindu.
community, the latter would gain thereby in politi-
cal power, and not lose. For each of these fragments
of the Hindus, being in 8 minority, would then be.,
entitled to all the special favours which the Muslims
claim for themselves, for, we are told, “the League
has no objection to the non-Muslims being given the
same concesgion in Provinces when they are in &
small minority.”

The Hindus would thus get & larger number of
seats in the Legislature than their numbers would war-
rant, whereas they get now a smaller number, and this
increase would naturally be at the cost of the Mahome-
dans, the next largest community, snd therefore the
Mahomedans would obtain as a resulf of the srrange-
ment which the League suggests, not more but
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fewer seats in the Councilse In public services also
the League seeks to introduce the principle of com-
munal representation, and it pleads that “the Muslim
ghare in the provincial'services should be at least the
game &s its representation in the Ilegislative bodies
and in the all-India services not less than one-third.”
The Hindu share in public employment, it com-
plains, is at present larger than it should be, and the
excess is justified by “ the false plea of higher effici-
ency.” If Hindu efficiency is unduly rated
higher than it really is, the League would
be expected to suggest the application of a
true criterion like oompetitive examinations,
but it does nothing of the kind; nor does it trouble
to show how the proportion it lays down is in keep-
ing with the test of efficiency. Hindus themselves
have recommended alternative methods of advancing
Moslens and other backward classess, in the public
servioces, which do not conflict with the efficiency
test; but the Moslem League would have none of
them. It isalsoto be noticed that the memoran-
dum has nothing to say of the suggestion made by
Dr. Shafaat Ahmed Khan, that special ssfeguards
should be introduced in the constitution Iike those
inserted in the constitutions of succession states in
behalf of minorities. Sir Michael O'Dwyer referred
to the same question recently. He said, “In the case
of & small community with a great historic past
confronted with the varying claims of different
creeds and races pressed with great insistence, it was
esgential to insist that in the future provision of the
better Government of India its position should be un-
nssailable, There was nothing upususl in such a
claim. It had been accepted in the case of all the
reconstifuted States of Europe that came into being
after the Great War—Greater Serbia, Czecho-Siovakia,
Rumania, Austria, Poland and other States, In all
these cases there were sadmirable fundamental provi-
sions laid down in the post-war treaties to guarantee
the civil and religious rights of the minorities, and
provision was made that if their rights were infring-
od those minorities should be able to appeal to the
. League of Nations. If such safeguards were need-
_ ed in Burope with its advanced culturs, civilization
and religious tolerance, how much more necessary it
was to have similar guarantees for the Anglo-Indian
and other minorities in the future constitution of In-
dia, with an appesl to the impartial Central Govern-
ment-—taking the place of the League of Nations—in
the case of a minority if it complained of being op-
pressed by having its rights disregarded by the majo-
rity ?” The principle of Cultural Autonomy enun-
ciated above is quite & sound one and universally
admitted ag necessary wherever there are permanent
minorities, But in the hands of the League, this
unexceptionable principle takes the hideous form of
a demand for guarantees for cow-slaughter and the
prevention of music before mosques! This shows
what a remarkable cepacity the League has for per-
verting right principles.
Apart from communal claims, the memorandum
agks for a constitutional advance, the precise extent of
which it is difficult to determine, . and about which,

one suspects, the writer himself had no olear idea. It
would appear that the League desires the Socretary
of State to withdraw his control over the Govern-
ment of India from all departments except Foreign
Affairs and Defence. Inthe remsining departments,
which of course inaccurately,the League calls the
departments of “internal administration™ the Gov-
ernment of India should be supreme. On the main
question of the extent to which the future Govern-
ment of India is to be made amenable to popular
control the memorandum is too confused to make it
possible to predicate anything definite about it. The
Viceroy's Cabinet is to consist of eight members,
of whom at least four are to be Indians (of course
“adequate representation being given to Indians” )
The Legislature’s power over the budget is to be
increased by increasing the number of votable items,
and “the decisions of the Legislative Assembly
gshould be final, Only if all subjects are transferred
ghould the Viceroy have the veto.” Such s series of
absurdities it is difficult to see packed in such few
sontences. Of course the writer confemplates only
non-responsible government, for even he may be
presumed to know that responsible government is
not consistent with provisions laying down thaf
a certain proportion of the Cabinet shall be
Indians or Mahomedans. But next we are told that
the Legislative Assembly’s decisions sre to be final.
The writer must not be assumed to desire a uni-came-
ral legislature, because he makes no mention here
of the Council of State, but apart from this, how is
the Assembly’s decision to be made binding upon
the Legislature, without givingthe Legislature the
power to turn out Ministers ? The Viceroy is to be
divested of the power of veto, but the power is to be
restored to him if -responsible government is intro-
duced into all Departments including Defence and
Foreign Affairs, It is clear that the writer has not
the faintest notion of what the Governor-General's
veto means. If the veto is required in full responsibie
government, does it stand to reason that it should be
dispensed with when respongible government is only
partially established ?  The whole memorandum is
such a farrago of wild suggestions that it does not
deserve sven a moment’s consideration at the hands
of the Simon Commission. In the Provinces, the
League agks for complete autenomy and for “ joint
responsibility of Ministers” but does not say how
this principle of joint responsibility is consistent
with the demand for a guarantee of a due share of
posts * inthe Central and Provincial cabinets. ™ _
The writer wants to look learned by making re-
ference to Federal »s, Unitary Governments and by
making suggestions as to where residuary powers
should be lcdged. In doing so however he only
shows that he has not even an elementary knowledge
of constitutional law. He wants the Central Gov-
ernment fo “prevent the coming into existence in
India of an oligarchy which would be disastrous fo
the vital interests of the country” and one would
therefore expect that he would vest Iarge powers in
the Central Government, He has a preference
kowever for the Federal System and residuary powera
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being vested in the States. And this of course he
“does as if no other type of Government was even
thinkable, How mmuch better would it have been if
the Leagua had held its peace instead of parading its
ignorance before the world.

INDIAN AGRICULTURE IIL*

IN the present article we propose to deal with those
chapters in the report of the Linlithgow Commission
which treat of the conditions of the sgriculturists
themgelves, People living in cities have very little
knowledge of the actual conditions which obtain in
villages and have no ides about the poverty of the
agriculturists. They are in the habit of drawing or
rather imagining very bright pictures of rural life,
To such people the description of village life giver by
the Commission will be & revelation, India is a great
subcontinent and has its own diversities, but there
are certain social and economic conditions which
are common to almost the whole of the country.

“ There are very fow urban areas; agriculture is by far
the most important industry ; the typical unit of cultiva-
tion is a holding ; the Bnanocial resources of the cultivator
are slender. In rural sress, a resident middle olsss is
almost entirely absent ; illiteracy is the rule and not, as in
western countries, the execaption;..."” * Economio wastage
dus to disense canuot bo over-exaggerated. Malaria slaya
its thousands and lowers the economio efficiency of hund-
teds of thousands;...” " Unproteoted wells and tanks:;
neswept village streets ; close pent windowa excluding all
ventilation: it is in such cooditions that the average vil-
lager lives and yet succeeds in maintaining a remarkably
high standard of personal cleanliness’and tidiness "

This state of things in the rural areas is extreme-
ly bad and it is & wonder that it should exist under
a civilised Government, because many of the evils
can be easily remedied. The old systems of medical
help have practically died out for want of encourage-
ment and the new system is yet not within the reach
of the villagers. The Commission has recormmended
the expansion of the Public Health department with
the object of improving water supply, sanitary and
conservancy arrangements in the rural areas, In con-
nection with the expansion of medical facilities, the
Commission suggests that a monthly subsidy should be
given to qualified practitioners to induce them to set«
tle in small towns or villages. Economic pressure
may induce qualified medical men to go fo rural
areas and if they get subsidy as proposed the process
may be accelersted. This is a good suggestion. It is
a pity the Commission has completely lost sight of
the indigencus systems of medicine. There ought to
be some arrangement made to revive these snd bring
them slong modern lines. The training of men in
indigenous systems of medicine will be cheaper and
medicsl bkelp will be comparatively much legs
prohibitive to the people of the rural aress than it
is at present, If a villager requires the services
of the least skilled of the medicsl helpers a
nurse for instance, he will bave to pay on s seale be-
yound his means. Medical help must either be free
or cheap enough to suit the economie condition of the
villagers, The training of midwives, short courses
for village wcmen, the study of buman nutrition, &e.
are good suggestions. A suitable change in the diet
of the people must be brought about not only to pre-
vent diseases buk slso to improve the physical condi-
tion of the people. Power of hard work and endur-
ance must be increased to make our indusiries econo-
mie, Without however the education of the masses
very little progress can be achieved in any divec-

* Previous articles in thie series appeargd in our issues of
July 5and 19.

tion. The Commission recognises this fact and has
made some pertinent suggestions,

The Commission is convinced of the importance
to rural development of the spread of literacy both
smong men and women. It isfound that very few
students stay for four years at school in the primary
stage. As it takes four years to obtain lasting lite--
racy, the Commission considers that & very large
portion of the expenditure on primary education is
wasted so far as its aim is to make pecple literate,
There are several difficulties in the way of achieving
the aim and all possible attempts must be made to
reach the goal. '

The Commission rightly suggests that the text
books in the primaryand secondary schools should deal
with subjects familiar to the daily life of the stu-
dents and since over 73 per cent. of the population in
India comes from the rural areas the text-books
should give sufficient importance to rural and agri-
oultural subjects. Agricultural lessons should be
given not for imparting technical knowledge, but
for mental trainjng.

Vocational schools of the Loni type in the
Bombay presidency are not considered to be suitable
for the purpose for which they are meant. In the
first place, there is no demand for such schools; in
the second place, they are very costly and lastly
the boys who attend such schools receive no instru-
etion in the subjects required by high schools or
colleges. They are practically prevented from tak.
ing higher courses. The Commission recommends
the Punjeb type of schools. In the Punjab elemen-
tary sgriculture is included as an optional subject
in the curriculum of the ordinary vernacular middle
schools. * The aim is to enrich the middle school
course in rural areas by the inclusion of agricultural
training and thus to bring it more in keeping with
the environment of the pupils ;......"”

It is & well known fact that Indian cultivators
are not engaged in agrioulture all the year round.
They have from two to four months every year
without any oceupstion. 1t is also a faot that the
economic condition of the cultivators is unsatisfactory.
It is therefore the duty of all those who aim at im-
proving their condition, to see that the spare time of
the rural population-is well utilised, This can be done
by bringing within the reach of the cultivators some.
sort of industrial work to fill up their spare.time,
Thero are two types of industries which the Com-
mission regards as suitable; one includes industries of
the ordinary factory type located in rural areas. In
these the cultivator may get employment as s labourer
when he has no work on his own land. Rice-hulling
and oil crushing factories, sugar refineries and cotton
ginneries &c. may come under this group. Under the
second typemay be included domestic industries such
as gul-making, extraction of oil, hand-bulling of rice
and the work of the village artisans. The handlocom,
pottery, brick-making, rope-msking, poultry breed-
ing, &e. are also very convenient indutries to oceupy
the spare time of the cultivators. The exact industry
suited to the needs of a particular loeality must be
determined by proper survey and investigation.

To lift up the rural population from their present
copdition proper lesders are a npecessity, There
must really be scme agency that will act as a guide
to those people. In the Gurgaon district of the Pun~
jab gong of cultivators are given a special course of
training in order that sfter the training is completed
they may go out as guides to their village people.
Thig idea of the “ guide " appears to the Commission
very valuable and it recommends it for the care-
ful consideration of all those interested in village
improvement. The Commission also admits that the
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.object aimed at may be achieved in several ways.
There must be some unofficial agency that will

_direct the villagers where to go for advice and not
give the advice himself. It is not an easy task to
get suitable persons who will be the real guideas but
an attempt in that direction must be made lgy the
leaders of the public. At one place the Commission
gays that everything which has been advpcal:ed for
the material advancement of the peopls will merely
postpone the effects of the growing pressure of the
population on the soil. No lasting improvement in
the standard of living of the great mass of the popu-
lation can possibly be attained if every enhancement
jn the purchasing power of the cultivator is to be
followed by a proportionate increase in the popula-
tion. Thisis & question of great importance and
.deserves oareful consideration at the hands of those
interested in the welfare of the people..

AN AGRICULTURIST.

LABOUR POLICY IN SOUTH AFRICA.-IV.*

IN the last article we saw that one® line of the pre-
gent Government’s Labour policy was Colour Bar.
The second is Wage Regulation. The principle
invoked for this purpose is * equsl wage for equal
work”, an unimpseachable doctrine, sanctified by
its adoption sand advocacy by the International
Labour Organisation, Geneva. This policy is sought
to be enforced both administratively and by legis-
lation. For instance, the Public Works Department
makes it 8 condition that contractors who undertake
Government works shall pay not less than one sghill-
ing per hour for wunskilled labour. The object of
this clause is not to raise the minimum wage for all
classee of unskilled labour, but for the purpose of
" widening the scope of employment of civilised
labour in every possible direction ” ( 8. & I. Review,
Oct. 1926 ), The object of fixing that wage is that
the contractor would prefer to employ a white if he
has perforce to pay that wags, though theoretically
there is nothing ssid asto what class of labour
should be employed,

The chief legislative measure for regulating
‘wages is the Wage Act of 1925. The Act provides
for the congtitution of 8 Wage Foard, whose duty it is
to make recommendations to the Minister of Labour
-on the wages and other conditions of labour in any
industry which is referred to it for examination. An
enquiry of this kind may be initiated either by
“the Minister or by a registered trade union or by an
employers’ organisation or, where no such organi-
-sations exist, by employers or employees who satisfy
-the Board that they are representative of the trade
concerned, It is not however open to trades where
there exist registered organisations otk of employers
and of employees sufficiently representative of the
trades to approach the Wage Board direct,
but they will in the first instance have to

~.apply to the Minister for & requisition to the Board.
The idea is that where both employers and emplo-
yees are organiged, they should seitle the terms of
-employment between themselves under the Industrial
Conciliation Act. The Wage Act is meant more
.1:701- the unorgsnised trades. When the Board is
invoked, it proceeds on an investigation of the con-
-ditions in the trade. It is directed by the Act to take
“into go_nldera.tiOn, among other things the existing
-conditions, the ability of the trade to pay the wages
-and fulfil other conditions that msy be suggested
by the Board, and the cost of living in the con-
-ocerned ares. The recommendations of the Board
are submitted to the Minister, with whom rests the

__ *Previous articles in this series appeared in our issues of
March, 22, April 19 and June 7.

final power of promulgating them. Before doing so,
however, he has to publisk the reports and recom-
mendations of the Board for general information and
invite criticisms within one month. If the Minister
considers the criticisms worth locking into he may
request the Board to reconsider their recommenda-
tions and make suitable changes, if any, While the
Minister, by executive order, has the power to
determine the wages and conditions and make them
binding, he has no power to vary the recommenda-
tions of the Board. He must accept or reject them.

In all this there is no explicit colour bar or
reference to any particular community of workers.
They are, however, the inevitable consequence of the
rates or wages that the Wage Board may recommend.
If the rates approximate to the current standard of
living of the Native or the Coloured, the European
will practically be excluded; if they approximatetothe
European standard, the non-European will practi-
cally be excluded. It all depends on the cost of living
that the Wage Board takes into coneiderstion, In this
maiter the Board is given a definite direction, though
it is introduced rather clumsily and as it were, surre-
ptitiously. Sec. 3, subsection (3) requires that the
Board shall not make any recommendation with re-
gard to “the employees in any trade or seotion
thereof ™ if it finds it impossible to recommend for
those employees a rate of wage upon which suoch
employees will be able to support themselves* in
nocordance with civilised habits of life. ” In such
circumstances, it has to report the fact tothe
Minister, who may, however, request the Board to
make such recommedations as it thinks feasible.

The implications of this sub-section arefar-
reaching from the racial point of view. One of them
is that the Board is required to make recommendations
in the first instance aud as far as - possible according
to the civilised standards of life, which means
according to the European standard, The minimum
-wago must be compatible with a white standard of
living, Another is that if is presumed and admitted
that it is impossible to provide for such a rate of
wage for all workers. White standard wage cannot
be the minimum standard for all, white, coloured nr
Native., Industry will not bear that charge. The
inevitability of a double standard is recognised, de-
spite all the protestations of “ equal pay for equal
work,” The Wage Act contemplates a “ primary
order of wages based on European standards, and a
secondary one below that standard. ™

A STUDERT,

SIR LESLIE SCOTT’S LATEST.

IN his Ietter published inthe July number of the Law
Quarierly Review, Sir Lieslie Scott has laid down cer-
tain broad principles which he believes can be
admitted on all hands but which cannot really find
goneral scceptance. Sir Leslie thinks that there
is no legal deecision to serve as precedent in determin-
ing the relations of Indian States to the Crown ;
and maintains that resort must be had to first prin-
ciples of Law. He thinks that this subject is =
virgin field for the lawyer ; whether it is really so or
nof, it is no doubt a virgin field for Sir Leslie Scott. -
Constifutional writers like Mr, Tupper and Rir
William Lee-Warner have dealt with this subject
at considerable length. After the publication of the
works of these authors there was a discussion at
the East India Association in England on this
very question viz, the Sovereign Princes of India
and their relations to the Empire, which was
started by Sir Roper Lethbridge. The Rt Hon. the
Earl of Craabrook, formerly Secretary of State
for India, was in the chair and the whole question
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has since then been dealt with from every ooncei-

- vable standpoint. It is no doubt true that the Indian
States are divested of one important element of so-
vereignty viz. the power of defence; and enjoy
only powers of legislation, taxation, and partially of
administration in their States. Though the Indian
Princes or their subjects are not subject to the laws
pessed by the British Indian Legislature or to the
taration imposed by the Indian Legislature, the
Government of India is responsible for the welfare
of the subjects of Indian States; and in the dis-
charge of its constitutional responsibility for the
civil and military government of Indis, adopts reme-
dial measures to correct misrule. Sir Leslis Scott
seems forgetful of this important duty of the Govern-
ment of-India. Thus the relations of the Government
of India exercising delegated powers under the cons-
titution towards the Indian States, though incapable
of precise definition, are well understood. They are
not international as some princes are fond of saying ;
they are skin to those subsisting between a Suze-
rain power and its dependent vassals.

Sir Leslie's broad propositions seem fo me un-
warranied and ean be charaeterised, in the words of
Pandit Motilal Nehrn, as based on wrong history
and bad law. The first proposition enunciated by
him is that the fundamental tie between the Indian
States and the Paramount Power is one of consent,
This shows gross ignorance of Indian history. The
tie is not based on consent but on acquiescence on
the part of Indian Rulers by reason of their helpless
position and is imposed upon them by the Para.
mount Power owing to its undoubted strength and
superior diplomacy, Sir Leslie observes that the
British Nation is irrevocably committed by the pro-
nouncements of Kings and Viceroys to the scrupul-
ous observance of all its contractual undertakings to
the Indian Ststes. In the first place, these are not
contractual, but diplomatic, undertakings, And in
the second place, the treaties were never concluded
by any King of England in his individual capacity
and the Viceroy is a term not recognised by the
statute! Even prior to the Act of 1858 all treaties
were conciuded by the Governor-General under the
direction of the Board of Directors and the Board of
Control. 8ince 1858 though the Government is
carried on in the name of the Crown and on
its behalf, it is, as deseribed by Viscount Palmer-
ston, Government carried on by the constitutional
advisers of the Crown who are responsible to Parlia-

"~ ment and to the people of Great Britain.

The second proposition enunciated by Sir Leslie
Scott is that these contracts ( a term which he per-
versely applies to these treaties and engagements )
are between sovereigns, the Princes and the Crown,
not the Company or the Government of India. This
1s a proposition to which no student of Indian
history can subsecribe. Treaties and Engagements
have, T repeat once again, been made by the Company
and the Gevernment of India and we would chal-
lenge Sir Leslie Scott to cite historical evidence in
support of his proposition.

His third proposifion is that the relationship
between the States and the Paramount Power is whol-
ly legal—a nexus of mutual rights and oligations.
The relationship is diplomatic and has all the inci-
dents which nre inseparable from the relations sub-
gisting between s high contracting party and a wesak
dependent prineipality.

His fourth proposition is that the contracts bet-
ween the ?rinces and the Crown are personal, that is
incapable’of being performed by any one else. This
proposition is simply astounding. The undertakings
with the Indisn Princes have always been performed
not by the Crown but by its Agents appointed by the -
‘Crown’s constitutional sdvigers. The Princes on their

part also are dealing with the Agents of the Crown
except only in the expression of their feelings of
loyalty which in theory is due to the person of the
Crown aud not to it in its politioal capacity. From
this false premise Sir Leslie draws a conclusion.
which is fraught with utmost danger to the attain-
ment of Indian Swaraj., Ho states:

“The Princes in making them ( contracts) gave their:
confidence :to the British Orown and Nation =and the -
Crown cannot assign the contracts to any  third party.
The British Qovernment as Paramount Power has under--
taken the defenoce of all tho States; and therefore to.
remain in India with whatever military and naval forces
may be requisite to epable it to discharge that
obligation. It cannot hand over those forces to any
other Government—to a foreign power such as France or
Japan, to & Dominion QGovernment such as Canada or
Anstralia nor even to British India.”

This confirms the worst fears of British Indian.
politicians who bave always suspected the object
of the agitation of the Indian Princes inspired by
the bureaucracy to be to deprive the Swaraj Govern-
ment of the future of any control over the Indian
Army, Sir Letlie Scott now appears in his true
colour and there can be hereafter no mistaking his
meaning. Under the constitution granted by the Act
of 1858, the control over the Indianarmy vests in the
Government of India. This can be exercised even
by the future Government of India, no matter if its
complexion is black or even if it is composed of the
agents of the people instead of the agents of the
Crown, The Government will all the same be in the-
name of the Crown as at present.

In this letter, Sir Leslie Scott puts forth the new-
fungled theory of direct relations ‘with the Crown.
He observes :

“ How far the Crown can delegate to the Government
of British India as its agent, the discharge of its treaty
obligations to the States ig also a matter for considera=
tion. The Crown can normally choose his agents; but
an Agent cannot act where his interests may conflict.
with his duty. In all matters of common concern with the-
Btates—customs, railways, posts, the salt monopoly, etc.
there is always the possibility that the interests of British
India may not be identical with the interests of a partis
cular State, The Crown's duty is or may be to safeguard
the interests of the State, particularly in the case of
minority administrations. Should the interests of the-
agent be given the chance of conflicting with the duty of
the principal ¥ '

The whole argument is entirely fallacious and
thoroughly mischievous. It reveals in all its naked-
ness another phase of the theory of direct relations
with the Crown and its dangerous consequences, We-
have in these columns shown how this theory of
direct relations is untenable. The Secretary of State
and the Governor-General in Council are the agents,
not of the Crown but of Parliament. It is these
very agents that have during the last seveniy-five
years managed these relations. The injustice done
to the States by these Agents of Parliament, who
ars only technically called agents of the Crown is
due to the lack of proper supervision of Parliament
over them. Ths Government of India was-and still is
responsible to the British Parliament which exercised
vigilance only when British interests were affected.
The reeponsible Government of the fubure would
ordinarily not sct prejudicially to the interests ‘of
the Princes and their people, for after all blood is
thicker than water and British Indians would neyer
fail in their duty towards their brethren, the Indian.
Princes and their people, owing allegiance to the

same motherland. _
G. R, ABHYANEAR.
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REVIEW SECTION.

SOME PROHIBITION FACTS.

THE PROHIBITION MANIA, By OCLARENCE
DARROW and VICTOR S. DARROS. (Boni and
Liveright, New York, ) 1927. 844 x 534, pp. 254.
$2.25.

THE leading euthor, Mr. Ciarence Darrow, has &
reputation which makes one expect & more reasoned
book than this from him, or at least one less palpably
weak. On the eve of its publication a year ago it
was rumoured that Prohibitionists were afraid of this
book and that certain workers of the Anti-Saloon
League thought it would likely be the most danger-
ous attack ever launched from the prinfing press
upon Prohibition. If the rumour was correct some
entirely unnecessary worrying was done. This book
will not convinee any student, trained to weigh evi-
dence and to discard irrelevancies, that Prohibition
is a manis, or a failure, or is for any reason what-
ever unworthy of support,

Darrow and Darrog have written what purports
to be a reply to Professor Irving Fisher's book “Pro-
hibition at Its Worst."" Professor Fisher is at the
head of the Depsrtment of Political Economy, of
Yale University. He is accused in this book of mak-
ing “many unsupported assertions, gratuitous assump-
tions, fallacious points and flagrant omissions,
If to this list there be added ‘‘gross exagge-
rations, shameless appeals fo prejudice, quibbling
and other tricks of logic and rhetoric " a fairly com-
plete catalogue of the characteristics of this book is
provided.

The first specification against Professor Fisher
is that in advocating compulsory legislation for era-
dicating intemperance he implied that such legisla-
tion does away with the liquor traffic, whereas, the
authors say,

* Prohibition does not and cannot do away with the

- speak-easy, the blind pig, the home brew or the private
still and that the drinker whose control hag been weake

ened by the use of intoxicants will seek to find illegal

means of gratifiying his appetite, also that the dry régime

has greatly stimulated the demand for and the use of

patent medicines which coitain from 15 to 20 per osnt.

of alcohol, also that all sorts of aloshol, can easily (italios

the authors’ own ) be manufactursd in the average home.”

A reference to his book shows that Professor Fisher

bas not claimed that Prohibition will completely do

away with the liquor fraffie, any more than M oses
claimed that the ten commandments would do away
with stealing, adultery or murder, That Prohibition
will not and cannot do away with the speakeasy,

the blind pig, the home brew or the private still is s

gratuitous assumption thet a wealth of facts has

proved false, The Prohibitionist claims and proves
that in many’communities Prohibition has done away
with an illicit traffic that floarished under the pre-

Prohibition licensing policy, and has not permitted

such a traffic fo be established in other communities

where it was not known. No proof whatever is offered
for the olaim that the dry régime has greatly stimu-
lated the demand for and the use of patent medicines

which contain 15 t> 25 per cent. of alecohol. The
authors do not even prove that there has been a great
increase of the use of such patent medicines ; and do
not make the slightest pretence to offer any proof
that if such an increase has cocurred the dry régime
has had anything to do with it. On the contrary
they go ahead later with an elsborate effortto prove
that there has been available everywhere in America
such quantities of alcoholic liquor that it has been
possibletofry it with entire ease at any time, In their
zeal to discredit Prohibition they seize and fry to
use charges that effectively dispose of each other.
Liquor can be bought everywhere and is in fact be-
ing bought everywhere ; but becanse liquor cannot
be bought the people are making it in their own
homeg and because they cannot sither buy or make
the regular alcoholic drinks they are buying vast
quartities of patent medicines that contain from 15
to 25 per cent. of slecohol and because they cannof
get that, they are buying poisoned liquor and are
dying by the thousands; buf there is & great dec-
rease in the death-rate which however hag nothing
to do with Prohibition!

Appeals to prejudice move certain classes of
readers as appeals to reason never do, This is parbi-
cularly true with people who have been much addiot-
ed to drink, for aleohol tendsto weaken the reasoning
powers and to strengthen prejudices. An illustration
is afforded in this first chapter where an obvious

_effort is made to exploit the prejudice of city-dwell-

ers against farmers. The economic self-interest con-
fliot between urban and oity populations is per-
haps the chief factor in causing this prejudice, but
in America differences in political, social and moral
jdeas and to some extent in religion and in social
origins have also been powerful factors. The oity
populations have contained & higher population of
Democrats, of Roman Catholics, of foreiga-born
citizens and of aliens, have been more favourable £©
malodorous political machines like Tammany in
New York, the Vare gang in Philadelphia and the
Thompson-combine in Chieago, snd have been less
favoursble to Prohibition than the rural inhabitants,
Prohibition has been represented to the city-dwellers
in cemseless propaganda as a mania of fanatical,
ignorant, uncouth farmers, This has deeply impress-
od the indicated sections of the urban population and
has helped to hold them in oppositionto Prohibition.
It is obvious that one big aim of this book iz to
gtrengthen the hold on these classes for the support of
the anti-Prohibition effort. The authors suggest
that the Volstead Act has been framed at the behest
of the armers so as to deprive the city dwallers of
their drink while allowing the farmer to“ drink
slcoholic beverages fo his heart's content.” This,
say the authors, “has not & little to do with their
fervent championship of prohibition for others...
The farmer's belief in Prohibition would posseas
more gignificance if he evinced any disposition to
practise in his own life that pretended belief. **
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. This is a libel on the American farmer. He ia

-gven drier in his personal habits than he is in

~politics. No evidence whatever has baen adduced to
prove that the farmers who support the Pohibition
daw, or any large proportion of them, are personally
addicted to drinking habits.

The references are typical of the book as a
whole.
J. W. PICKETT,

THE FUTURE OF THE NEW WORLD.

-AMERICA. By HENDRIX VAN LOON. ( Boni &
Liveright Inp, New York.) 1927. 91§x614.
pp. 470.

"To one whohas read and enjoyed “ The Story of
"Mankind ", the r3ading of “America ™ is a pleasure.
*\One feels at home, for here is the same easy interest-
‘ing style, here is the same type of illustration, for
the most part clever and suggestive like that for the
‘palisades or the Louisiana Purchase ; here too is the
~game wide grasp and breadth of vision carrying over
-long sweeps of time that characterize all of Mr. Van
Loon’s writing. He quotes an old French recipe for
“the writing of History. “Letus compile, my friends,
et us compile, and out of seven hundred and eighty-
four other books let us make & hundred and seventy-
“fifth. ™  Of course Mr, Van Loon does not compile,
he draws on his own great fund of knowledge and
experience, but the reader feels that here indeed is a
-seven hundred and eighty-fifth book, one new and
different and refreshing in its scope and attitude
-from many others that have gone before,

. Hegives in one volume a remarkably unified
‘picture of the contributing causes and significant
‘factors that have gone into the development of the

American nation from the very beginning, disregard-
ing traditional ideas and going to the heart of the
matter. He emphasizes the continued importance of
world economic needs and pressures, an emphasis
v$oo long neglected. He points out the influence and
mj:erg.ction of different racial groups and the reasons
within the nations and races themselves for their
-success or failure in the new world. He remindsus
of the familiar religious and political motives that we
have always been taught about. His point of view in
+regard to the Revolution is as refreshing as that in
rogard to the early ocolonizations, and he shows ug
the flaws in American statesmsuship and military
Jdeadership as well as virtues in England of that day.
He shows too other forces than the desire for “ Taxa-
'tmn_with Representation” at work, and makes ug feel
“the Inevitability of the Revolution and its results, He
is brief in his survey of the development of the coun-
try before and after the Civil War and up to the pre-
-gent, but uncanny in his ability to point out real
influences and sctive forces and to separate the chaff
from the wheat in popular ideas. Best of all he
ms.kes. America, past and present, vivid and
-absorbingly interesting and a challenge to the mind
and heart, He neither spares criticism nor heaps
laurels ; one feels he tells the truth and one is gt
-once discouraged and hopeful,

There is one warning for the reader of this book.,
Mr. Van Loon generalizes in a way 8o delightful as
to make one forget its dangers. In works of the
kind he likes, where he has fo cover great periods of
¥ime in a short space, this particular habit is almost
!.mpDSBlbl‘e to avoid, and if one remembers to add
Sust & grain of galt here and there, one’s enjoyment
48 not in the least dimmed. For example he BAYS ¢
“Tobacco played an immediate and most important rd le,
It saved the northern patt of the American sontiaent for

the cause of Protestantism."”

Or again, .

“The Hollanders, like all people who live in countries
where it rains for the groater part of the year, beoame en-
thusiastio partisans of the ideas propounded by Luther and
Calvin,”

One smiles a8 one reads these statements, and draw-
ing upon one's stock of information interprets their
meaning to one’s satisfaotion. This knack of gene-
ralizing, and the rapid comprehensive scale of the
book, make it important to read other books on the
subject, for & great deal of general knowledge of
world events is presupposed, This fact recognized,
there is pure joy in the reading of “ America, ™

The book ends with & challenge to all thinking
Amerioans and to all friends of America,

“ We are in the midst of a revolution, the greatest revo-
lution the world has geen since the invention of the writ-
ten word, But we are so utterly in the midst of it that we
oannot possibly know what is happsning or what the out-
come will be."”’

But Mr. Van Loon, with insight born of a wide and
deep knowledgs of the world's story since the begin-
ning, hazards a guess as to the outcoms of this revo-
Iution which is as yet in its early stages, and which
has thrown America without her own seeking into
the position of greatost responsibility in the modern
world.

* What of the future ?

What of the most unsonfortalle duty which the fate of
war has suddenly placed in the bewildered handas of the
younger generation? Will our children be able and will-
ing to assume a responsibility which has proved too
heavy for the most couragecus and experienced of their
fathera ?

‘Will they ?

. If they refuse they shall be rich and prosperous and
smug and dull and our history shall xremain what it is to-
day, & fairly interesting episode in the history of the
world, and no more.

If they accept they shall bs ealled upon to make every
sort of personal sacrifice to indulge in every form of hard,
physical and mental labor, but they shall gain such fame.
a3 never yet has been achieved by any other race of mor-
tal men.

And may heaven have mercy upon them if they make
the wrong choice.”

C. L. INGHAM.

SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATION.
SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATION. By CEOIL CLARE

NorRtH. (The Ubpiversity of North Carolina

Press. ) 1926. 974 x 614, pp. 343. $ 2:50.

A8 is nstursl in s textbook, muech of this hook is
rather obvious and very dull. * The Nature and
Kinds of Social Differences” oceupy the first part and
are lucidly stated ; then follows & consideration
of the “ Biclogical Factors”, age, sex and race, As
befits & member of & young people, Prof. North pours
scorn upon the veneration for the aged, though she -
is prepared to admit that a more stable state of so-
ciety may be coming, in which case the experience
of old age will regain ifs value. But are openmind-
edness and energy, the qualities that are assooiated
with youth (though it is questionable whether youth
is more openminded than old age) so exclusively
important to society ? Are not gentieness and peace-
ableness, qualities of age, valuabloe? We believe
that Society loses much when age ceases to confer
respeot.

With regard fo sex, Prof, North is prepared to
admit that there is a biological difference between the
gexes ; but she insists that the evident differences of
mentality are due to sooial and not biological causes.
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With regard to the differences she instances the su-
perior sexual and inferior business morality, and so
on. This may fairly be admitted, but when we get
down to what we believe is the fundamental differ-
ence of mentality, the tendency of woman to make all
her judgments personal, it may fairly be doubted
And if this is a genuine biological trait, it is obvicus
that it is bound to affect woman's position, for exam-
ple, in business or in the administration of justice.

But, as the title suggests, the book is chiefly
taken np with differences of rank and economic status.
Historically, Prof. North is perfectly correct in say-
ing that such differences bave generally arisen owing
to conquest ; that they have served humanity well at
certain slages, even in the case of slavery ; and that
they tend to survive when theirusefulness is past. At
the same time, there are things to be said in favour
of the system of classes which are not said.

In the first place, there is the safeguarding of
culture achieved by exclusiveness. This is recog-
nised, and to s certain extent refuted; we are told
that it is not true that men of eminence arise more
under an aristocratic régime than under s democra-
tic one. But it remains true that America, where
social distinctione are least regarded, contributes
hardly anything to art or literature ; and the young
school of novelists that is beginning to do so are the
most bitter critics of American society.

Secondly, & class system leads to very [riendly
relations between the classes as long &35 equality is
not claimed. A man may play oricket with his
footman, and talk to him with an intimacy which he
could not use to the * pusher " who wonld expect an
invitation fo dinner. If Prof. North is correct in re-
garding Caste as an extreme form of Class { which
we incline to doubt ), the Caste system affords an
excellent example of this. It has, of courss, its

weakness : as soon as the difference is challenged in .

any way, or there arises conscious patronage on the

one band or * flunkeyism” on the other, the whole
thing eollapses,

The last. part of the book, which deals with
** Social Differentiation and Social Welfare * is by no
means dull ; but 1t is written under the influence of
cerfain demo_cratlc dogmas which are not examined.
It would be interesting to know more details about
certain examples given from America, For instance,
we are told that in the United States everybody
attends the same schools, rich snd poor, high and
low. 'We wonder whether the little Negroes and
Chinese ard Armenians also attend them and whe-
ther they are treated with equal care by their teacher
and not ostracised or bullied by their * Whits ” as-
sociates, If this is so, then it is very fine ; but if is
nof so, then the system is far more illiberal than the
Engl_ish one, in which all children, including those
of aliens, must go to the Board school if not being
educated elsewhere, but in which parents may send
their children to other schools if they prefer to pay ;
and in which the son of & parvenu coming fo a public
sohool, though no doubt bullied and ragged at first,

:;(i}lrlthfﬂtimately be judged according to his real

Modern India provides us with the spectacle of
8 class system, not depending on eonqug:{?in prg-
cess of formation. Ag the caste system is breaking
down, we see the formation of a governing class, the
poesessors of University degrees, bearing this essen=
tial hallmark of a privileged alass that they consi-
der themselves entitled to s higher standard of liv-
ing. If class distinctions are not & permanent
element in human life, how is it that, with no tradi-
tion behind him, a man who hae passed some dis-
gracefully casy examiuations, generally by method
he reverse of intelligent or educational, can claim

a higher standard of living than, say, a cultivator
with quite as much genuine culture and s great deal
more usefulness to the country ? And why should the
claim be admitted by the “uneducated "? There-
must be something in it.

WALTER O, FIT0R

POST-WAR EUROPEAN ECONOMICS.

THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF THE
LEAGUE. (Europa Publishing Co., Ltd , Londoz.)
1927, 934 x 514, pp. 2_35. 12g. 64d.

ONE of the most important achievements in the
history of the League of Nations was the succcessft}l
nrganisation of the first International Economiec
Conferenca which was held from 4th to 23rd May
1927, 'The Conference was convened in pursuance of
the Assembly’s decision of September 24th, 1925.
The idea originated with Mr, Loucheur, the head of™
the French delegation. The ground was adwmirably
prepared by a Preparatory Committes of thirty-five
members which worked in collsboration with the
Ecoromic Section of the Lieague and placed at
the service of the Conference some sixty memo-
randa carefully prepared by experls on various.
aspects of finance, commerecs, industry and agricul-
ture. The Conference was attended by 194 deleg?.tes.
from fifty countries including Russia and the United
States though they are not members of the Leaguse,
It was a most representative gathering of experts
and experienced men including merchants, finan-
ciers, industrialists, econcmists agricultun?ts and
representatives of workers' and consumers’ orga-
nisations.

The Conference adopted s very comprehensive:
report clarifying the economic ocondition of the
world, and particularly of Europe, as a.t’fected by
the Great War, analysing the causes of the present-
depression and suggesting specific remedies under
the separate hesdings of commerce, industry _nnd
agriculturs, The foremost place was naturally given
to the problems of international commerce and the
Conference declared that “the time has come to-
put an end to the incresse in tariffs and to move
in the opposite direction,” The book under review
seems chiefly to have been prepared to canvass.
public opinion in favour of that proposition by
means of articles written by delegates of various
nationalities who took part in the Conference. The-
report of the Conference, the report of the Counoil
of the League on the work of the Conference, the re-
port and resolutions passed by the Assembly of the
League are all relegated to appendices iIn very
small type, It is also amusing fo note that while
non-official bodies in Britain like the present one
are busy sermonising the whole world on the need
for pulling down tariff barriers, officially l§r1ta.m
has been busy gince 1925 creating tariff barriers on
watches and clocks, sutomobiles and mol:or-cycleg..
musical instruments, cinema films, lace and embroi-
dery, silk end artificial silk, electric bulbs, some
5000 so-called “key chemicals” etc. and guaranteeing
those barriers for five years and ten. )

The edifor cannot be complimented on thp title-
he has chosen for the book. He intends it obviously
to be complimentary to the League but the phrsse -
has associations in themind of the world 95 exactly
the opposite character. Mr. Keynes' brilliant book:
“The Economic Consequences of the Peace” pointed
out the disastrous consequences which were bound
to ensue from the enforcement of the economic clau--
ges of ths Treaty of Versailles, The League has not
8o far perpetrated anything so dissstrous. On the
contrary it has been been credited with the unfol@mg
of a new era in international economio relations:
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_through the Conference convened under its auspices
last year. Why then adopt a title with such bad
-sssociations for a book commending that work ?

R. M. JOSHL

BENJAMIN DISRAELL

‘DISRAEL!, A PICTURE OF THE VICTORIAN
AGE. By ANDRE MAUROIS. ( John Lane, the
Bodloy Hoad Ltd, London.) 1927. 9x534.
pp. 324, 12s. 6d.

DISRAELI'S life, which was a tomance, is & fasoi-
-nating subject for study and M, Maurois has written
a fasoinating book on the subject. Few statesmen
bave started on their carcer with greater disadvan-
tages than Disraeli and yet by sheer force of genius,
"backed up by indomitable will, he overcame
all obstactes and became the recognized chief of one
.of the proudest aristocracies in the world. The
modern Conservative party, having for its political
. oreed the maintenance of the fundamental instifu-
_ tions of the country in so far, and so far only, as
‘they promote the happiness and welfare of the
common people is his creation. He educated his
party to come to terms with the modern democratic
movement. Long before the ‘condition of the people’
- question came to be discussed in the House of Com-
mons, Disraeli drew attention to the fact that while
weoalth was increasing by leaps and bounds and
(Great Britain was cited as the most prosperous nation
throughout Europe, the working classes were steeped
in misery and poverty, and that an impassable
barrier separated themn from the richer classes. In
1867 he persuaded his party to give the franchise
‘to the working olasses, and thus gave them the
.means of securing their own political sslvation.
‘When he became Prime Minister in 1874 he and his
-colleagues carried ouf in Parliament a series of
measures which provided the working classes with
-sanitary and commodious homes, reduced the hours
.of work and made them equal before law with their

employers as regards labour contracts,

Disraeli, however, holds his place in the history
-of England, not merely becauss he faught his party
to accept democratic conditions, or because he
inspired legislation for the amelioration of the
working clasges, but becaunse he stimulated the
potent idea of the British Empire among the English
people. M. Maurois commits himself toan inaccu-
rate statement when he says that Disraeli cherished
this idea from his youth upwards. As a matter of
fact, Disraeli wrote in 1852 to Lord Malnesbury :
““these wretched colonies...are a millstone round
.our necks”. And again in 1:66 he wrofe to Lord
Derby: “ What is the use of these colonia] dead-
weights which we do not govern?' He, however,
-ehanged his mind, and in 1852 he had arrived at the
-eonclusion that “no minister in this country will do
l_ns duty who neglects any opportunity of reconstruct-
ing as much as possible our colonial empire.” The
-conception of British Empire, though based on senti-
.ment, is not incapable of reasoned justification.

“ Imperialism is o all who share it a form of bassionate
feeling ; it is a political religion, for it is public spirit
toucbed with emotion. No sane Imperialist should care
te deny that this is so. He may well admit the dangers
while vindicating the essential reasonableness of a policy
founded in part on'feeling. He will, however, unhesita-
tingly contend that onthusiaam for the maintenance of
the British Empie is a ‘form of patriotism which has a
high absolute worth of its own, and is both excited and
justified by the lessons of history.” (Dicey .

-Above all, this Imperial idea prepared the way

for the ‘rlmbler conception of the Empire as consist.
ing of “ autonomous communities equal in status,

in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect
of their domestic or external affairs, though united by
s common nllegiance to the Crown and freely associa-
ted ms members of the British Commonwealth of
Nations."” :
It is impossible to think of Disraeli's career
without recalling that of his great rival, Gladstone,
“ They were in their differant ways, " says Lord Oxford,
- ©4wo of the greatest Parliamentarians in English Hig-
tory and that when they became, as each did ia turn,
the idol of the natiom, it was not by reason of
their ascendancy in the House of Commons, but through
their capacity to touch and capture, the one the imagina-
tion, tbe other the conacience, of their countrymen
outside.”

It i:e impossible to improve on this admirable esti-
mate,
N. NARASIMHA MOORTY.

POLITICS AND LABOUR.
WHERE 1S LABOUR GOING? By L. HAPEN
GUEST. (Jonathan Cape, London.) 8 X5. pp. 156.
5s,

THIS is a challenging book, especially to Labour-
rites and Socialists. Dr. Haden Guest does not _in
50 many words answer his own query by saying
that Labour is going to the dogs, but it amounts to
that, unless indeed it can be brought into line with
“ realities.” But his complaint is not so much against
the movement as against its leaders, not so much
against Trade Unionism as against the Labour
Party. He recogniges that the achievements of the
former lio for the most part in the fields of indusirial
and co-operative organization, with only quite a
gecondary influence on legislation. It is abouf
the political arm of the: movement, and the leaders
of that arm, that he has some hard things to say. For
example, on page 33 we find the following serious
charge laid at their door —

“The present leaders of Labour are allowing the vast
movement to be misled so that its forces can be used for
purposes of social disruption, both in this country, and as
s matter of world policy. The aotive class-war policy
bas been adopted by a large number of leading persons in
the LL.P. and the Labour Party generally. The strength
of the Labour movement is therefore being set against the
interests of the British Empire and against the interests
of world peace. For class-war means oivil war in one part
of the world or anothar, with ita inevitable resulting dic-
tatorship of reaction or revolution.

#The way out for Labour is plain, It must abandon
theories, phrases and slogans and base itself upon the rea-.
lities of life in this country and in the Empire. What
Labour needs is a realist * New Economis Poliey’ : and the
penalty for refusing to face the facts will be that another
party will step in and reap the harvest of Labour organi-
zation and Labour propaganda.”

Dr. Guest visualises society and the world as in
a state of evolution which is quite separate from and
independent of any party or of any party labels,
thecries or slogans. The latter are merely the pass-
ing outcome of the former and only owe their exist-
ence and the life to the mearness to whlc_h they
correspond to and keep in living touch with the
facts of this growth. He reminds us that factory
legislation to regulatethe conditions of factory em-
ployment came into existence before any Socialist
doctrine had been formulated. All thisis no doubt
grue. But the fact remains that in this great social
renaissance the Labour movement has been and still
ig its foremost advocate and embodiment am.i the
Socialists its most effective champions and inter-
preters. And why should not that stafe of things
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continue ? Why should it not be presumed that
Labour, with all its ingredients, will adapt itself to
the upward urge in the social and national life?
Why should it be supposed that it will allow itself to
get fossilised and become s back number? Is it not
already putting up a strenuous and on the whole
successful fight against the narrow Moscow thesis of
class hatred and class warfare? And are not its
ranks being constantly augmented by some of the
finest and most progressive thinkers of the day ? We
agree, however, with Dr. Guest that there is a danger
of Labour, when it steps into power, of thinking
and acting in terms of certain theories and slogans
of Trade Union democracy instead of in terms of the
best available economic and scientific knowledge of
the age, to be used for the population as a whole and
not for any particular part thereof. We agree also
that the danger of the movement falling inte the
hands of extremists with clear-cut revolutionary
idess is a very real one, and the warning (supported
with illustrations) given in the book on this head
slone cannct but serve an extremely useful purpose.

In the suthor’s mind the whole YJuestion ag to
whether the Labour Party can become a real national
party in the same sense as are the Conservatives and
Liberalg, depends entirely on whether it can free
itself from the control of Extremists.- This he thinks
will be put to the test and decided during the mnext
five years,

In the Chapter, “Labour and Russia,” Dr. Guest
describes the visit to Russia of the Trades Union
Congress and Labour Party delegation, and ns he
acc ompanied the delegation in the dual capacity of

Secretary and physician this Chapter in itself is ex-
tremely interesting and informative. But the whole
book, which is written from inside knowledge of the
Labour movement of thirty years’ standing, deserves
to be read and studied by sll who are interested in
the subject of labour and politics.

E. KIRE.

AMERICAN CIVILISATION,

“‘THE RISE OF AMERICAN CIVILIZATION. By
CHARLES A, BEARD and MARY BEARD. (The

Macmillan Company, New York.) Vols. 2. 1927.
9 x 6. pp. 824,828,

IN these two volumes sy nthesizing and interprefing
the heterogeneous elements and complex foroes of
Amerijcan Civilization from the colonization to the
present day and presenting them as a magnificent
panorama of lights and sbades, the authors, Dr. and
Mrs. Beard, have achieved a mighty task indeed.
The growth of agriculture and industry, territorial
expansion, the elevation and depression of different
classes, scientific inventions and discoveries silently
affecting the social and economic life of the pecple,
the shiftings of policy in respect of teriff, currency
and banking, the influence of vested interests snd
money-power on politics, the development of social
legislation, and above all, the inner thought-currents
of the nation finding expression in art, literature and
religion—all these are here fused with knowledge
and insight and made to run in an urgent stresm of
eloquence. The volumes deal with the hidden machi-
nery in the life of the people, in response to which
laws and statesmen are said to move like the bandsof
8 watch, It is not history of the * drum-and-trumpet
kind " that we have here, wars and battles boing slur-
red over, if not actually omitted ; nor are we let into
the arcana of diplomatic mysteries by the assiduous
ferreting of musty archives. 'We get here, on the
othqr hgmd. expertly fraced, great movements, which,
beginning, as Lecky would ssy, silenily and imper-

ceptibly like whispers at dead of night, radically—
transform the life of the people,

The authors’ singularly unbiassed and scholariy -
temper is seen most in their treatment of the Ameri-
can Revolution. They dismiss the ludicrous idea-
of its being a quarrel between a stubborn king and
obsequious ministers, and depict it as the culmina-
tion of more thana century of economio tug and pull .
between two countries, the one trying to tighten its
grip over the finance, ocurrency, debts, trade and
prosperity of the other rebelling against it.

“In the thousands of complaints, appeals, petitions,
memorials, rulings, vetoes, decisions and instructions re--
corded in the papers of the Crown agencies for controll--
ing American trade and industry disclosed the conti-
nuons conflict of English and Amerioan forces which ham«
mered and welded thirteen jealous colonies inte a sooiety
ready for revolution,™

The wvital chord of American politics is proved in the:
sentence :
* The American revolution was merely one phase of the
sooial process that began long before the- founding of”
Jamestown and js not yet finished. *

For no sooner wers the states free from the galling.
yoke of Great Britain than the struggle began bet--
weet the independent states demanding full fiseal
and financial sutonomy against Federal control—a.
struggle which ended in the establishment, under the
aegis of the Constitution, of agencies of conirol and
economic policies akin to those formerly employed
by Great Britain. The pulling of economic wires by
London merchants in the seventeenth and eighteenth.
centuries in respect of the American Colonies reads-
like & curious, but faint and pale, replica of British
fiseal and eurrency policy in Indis during fthe last.
two hundred years down to our own day. And.
strangely enough, the same problem that the eman-
cipated states had to solve, that of securing the ad-
vantages of a unitary government to federated states,.
awaits to be solved by the India of the future.

The first volume is fiitingly devoted fo the-
* Agricultural Era ”, the gecond fo the “ Industrial
Era”, which may be said to have begun in full tide
with the advent of Lincoln to the White House. The-
Civil War, aptly described by Dr, Beard as the second-
Ameriesn Revolution, msy be regarded as the ful-
crum between the two eras.

4 Tt is the culmination of the desp-running fransforma~-
tion that shifted the centre of gravity in Americin society
between the inauguration of Jackson and the election of ”
Lincoln, * '

Just ag in the Revolution the friction between the,
Tory ministers and ihe red-hot patriots was not
the cause but only the occasion of the conflict, 8o -
jn the Civil Wsr, abolition and slavery were but-
strands in s complex issue between the free-trade
planting and agricultural interests of the South and’
the Protectionist intereats of the North. The Civil War-
was 8 social cataclysm which routed from power-
in the National Government the planting aristocracy,
of the South, installing in their place the eapitalists,
Isbourers, snd farmers of the North and West. The
balance Which reigned between the planting and
commercial states before 1828, begins o sway after -
that year and gets completely tilted after 1860, The
Besrds put it trenchantly :

% The Jouth was fightibg against the census returns—
census returns that told of accumulating industrial eapi.
ta), multiplying captains of irdustry, expandiog railway
systems, widenipg sores tilled by free farmers,”

In a brilliant chapter pitched in sub-ironic vein,.
the euthors depict the effect of huge fortunes on the
outlock and sspirations of plurocrats who sprang
up like golden mushrocms after the Civil War.
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“Here is a little morceau that sketohes the pranks of
the children of Crocsus:

* At a dinner given on horseback the favourite steed
was fed flowers and champagne ; to a amallblack and tan
dog wearing s diamond ocollar worth $15000 a lavish
banquet was tendered ; at one function, the cigarettes

‘*  wers wrapped 1n hundred dollar billa; at another fine
black pearls were given to the diners in the oysters...
Then weary of such limited diversions, the platooracy con-
irived more freakish oconsions—with monkeys seated bet-
ween the guests, human gold-fish swimming about in
pools or chorus-girls hopping out of pies, ™

“The doings of Dives are much of a muchness, whether
. This grotesquerie of
barbaric extravagance may be paralleled from Feu-
datory India.

F_or us in Indis, to read of the wealth of Modern
America is something like reading the Utopias of
H. G, Wells. America is not only our geographical
but also our economio antipodes. Reckoning as
millionaires all with an income of 30,000 dollars or
more—sa figure which excludes tax exemptions, stock
-dividends and other technicalities—there were 42,554
‘millionaires in the U, S, A. at the end of the World-
war; and the number of persons returning taxable
incomes ranging from $2000 to $10,000 was
,3,189,951_). A nation of 25 million families owns
20 m.llhon motor cars, 15 million telephones and
-3 million radio sets, Thanks to accumulstions
-of the middle classes, schemes of insurance, and
the laws of inheritance, thousands of women are
acleased from the daily grind for livelihood.

“ These factors coupled with the introdustion of labour-
saving tools and the growth of scoperative living in apast-
ment houses with their oentral heating, lighting and
cleaning systems—if not in every case with a commeon din-
ing service—has given to American women an amount
of aconomic power and leisure that wag the envy of their
gisters in every other land. **

No wonder, that the General Foderation of Women's
Clubs in America which has a membership of about
three _millio_ng and controls eight departments
(A.men.can citizenship, the American home, applied
-education, fine arts, international relations, legisla-
tion, press, and publicity ) is the largest organization
-of women in the world. ~

More interesting than the pages dealing with
America’s noveauzriches are those which trace the
progress of social legislation. In a magistorial

sentence the authors sum wup the attitude of indug.

1rial magnates to political eontrol after 1860,
*Government intervention was an evil, a violation of
v the inexorable laws of nature, save when practisad to
preserve order, grant subsidies to railway promoters or
afford protection and bounties to manufaoturers, With

these sub'le exceptions, the solemn duty of the State wa s
to keep its hands off private afairs »

How admirably does this hit off the theory of
Government hgld by the European commereial cf:m-
munity in India | The virtual - abolition of the spoils
system, the regulation of railway-rates, employer's
linbility, the Industrial Rehabilitation Act to restore
Isbourers to civil employment, the Anti-Trust
Clayton Act, the graduated inheritance tax, the in-
come-tax, the eight-hour day, women-suffrage—not
one of them found its way into the Federal Statute
Book w1th_oub the champions of monopoly and privi-
lege ﬁghtmg every inch of their ground. W see
how in ‘the case of each onslaught against
.lat.ssez. _faare the propaganda was started by petty
minorities—(Oreenbackers, Populists, Socialists, and
other varieties of restive agitators. The upshot of
it all was that' the Democrats could, in 1916, justly
say of themselves and President Wilson :

“We found our country hampared by social privilege,
a vicious tariff, obsolete banking laws and aninelastic cure
renoy. Our foreign affaire were dominated by commercial
interests for their selfish enda ... Under our administra-
tion under a leadership that has never faltersd, these .
abuses have been corrected and our people fresd thera~
frora,"

When shall we be able to snf the same thing of
India ?

The authors forget their dispassionate tone and
are rightly moved to contempt at the Fascist methods
adopted during the War under the Espionage and
Sedition Aots, whereby parsons suspected of over-em-
phasizing the Sermon on the Mount were bundled
away summarily to prison, and Professors expelled
from ocolleges on evidence “ that would not convict
a notorious cut-purse in normal times.” You saw the
not very eivilized spectacle of * a awivel-chiair chau-
vinist thrown up from obscurity for an hour and
drawing a dollar a year for higs services, giving tothe
press under the colour of dubious official authority a
long list of citizens branded as traitors.” And these
inquisitorial activities diotated by a delirious dread of
Bolshevism were not justified even by & single Ger-
man spy or revolutionary workman being caught and
convicted of an overt act designed to give direct aid'
or comfort to the enemy. For once. nervous conser-
vatives got the sovereign moment to blacken the
character of parsons whose opinions they feared and
hated.

The authors command a language, racy and full-
blooded, if in places a shade too tropical where a 1it-
tle classical pruning would have redounded to wel-
come compactness. To sftempt anything beyond -
suggesting the character of these two volumes would
not be less extravagsnt than trying to bale out the
Atlantic with a ladle. This prose-saga of American
Civilization constitutes a monument of historical re-
gearch and presentation, and is no mean votive of-
fering at the temple of Clid as we envisage her now.

R. SADASIVA AIYAR.

AGRICULTURE IN INDIA. ,

REVIEW OF AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS
IN INDIA, 1926-27. By D. CLOUSTON.1928.
934 x7. pp. 158. Rs. 2.

THIS annual review of agriculture in India publi-
ghed by the Agrieultural Adviser to the Government
of India covers a vast area, and is necessarily sket-
chy, but gives one the salient points of the work
done in British India. With regard to the economic
work on crops, the first work towards the increase of
production was to supply pure seeds in place of the
mixtures commonly available. Next came the selec~
tion of reed and the supply of better strains of seed.
% Though the percentage of the total cropped area sown
+ with improved varieties ig still small, the fact remains
that it is already considerable and is increasing every year.
The varietal work on crops has prepared the way forime

provements in onltivation and manuring ¥

The different crops are discussed at length, and
the work of the Indian Central Cotton Committee as
well as that of the Indore Institute of Plant Industry
hag been outlined. Attention is drawn to the fodder
problem, to{the possible utilization of grasses grown
in the wagste 1ands by converting it into hay at the
proper time, and to the existence of the large number
of rerub animals.

The restlts obtained from research and investi-
gation in the laboratories is dealt with in a separate
chapter.

“ Although much light has already been throwna' on the
problems under investigation, it is yet too early to base

definite recommendations on the data collected, *
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The investigations with the cultivation of black seils
in arid regions ought to give interesting results, Dis-
cussing the question of the export of oil seeds and oil
seed enke, the prohibition of their exports is not recom-
mended as that would reduce the area under oil seeds
considerably. The use of manures on a large scale
is recommended. This is said to be possible now
with the fall in the price of artificial manures, the
establishment of depots for their sale in all parts of
the country, and the investigations info the manu-
facture of artificial farmyard manure or vegetable
compost. The work on animal nutrition has given
gome valuable results about the wvalue of different
kinds of fodder. 'With regard to the use of tractors
and power machinery for agriocultural purposes,

“There is much scope in India for the use of mechani-
eal powerin cultivation but progress in thiz direction will
be slow until and unless repair shops, fully stocked with
spare parts, are organised and gqualified drivers and
mechanics trained to repair and handle both the tractor
and the implements worked by it are available.”

Agricultural education has a chapher fo itself :—

*To the provinocial agricultural colieges is assigned a

dual role. They train men for employment in the depart-

ment and they provide education in scientific agriculture

for those who are desirous of turning their instruction to

practical aceount in private farming or estate manage-

ment. Thoughk ostensibly intended to0 perform these two

functions, a very large percentage of students who seek

admission to these institutions do 80 with the deliberate
intention of obtaining appointmenuts in the department,”

In addition to the courses given at the eolleges
st Poona, Coimbatore, Lyallpur, Nagpur, Cawn-
pore and Mandalay, a two years' post-graduate
course is being given at Pusa.

* The agricultural middle schools which aim at giving
& vocational training whick will fit the sons of the tenant
and small zamindar for their station in life have not as
yet appealed to the people for wham they are intended.”

_Discussing the receipts and expenditure of the
agricultural departments, it is shown that it works
out &t 9 pies per acre of cultivated ares, and 8 pies
per head of British India, taking the Imperial and
Provineial departments together.

“In the United Btates of America where only 30% of
the population is engaged on the land as against 0% in
Britigh India, the amount spent on its agrionltural depart.
ment works out to 6 annas per acre of land under culti-
vation."

Other figures sre algo quoted to make outa case for
more money being spent on the agricultural depart-
ments, .To get 8 proper perspective, more figures
8re required especially with regard to the earning
capaoity of man and the yielding capacity per acre in
the countries mentioned.” One has also to take into
aoccount the methods of cultivation and various other
things when making comparisons. It would also be
useful to ascertain the different kinds of burden in
the form of expenses for other departments that is
borpe by the tax-payer. If an increased grant for
u.grmulgure would mean a corresponding decrease of
other kmd_s of expenditure, then nobody need grum-
ble at the increase. But if all arguments lead merely
to the increase of the total burden on the taxpayer,
then the argument for the increased grants will have
to be examined & little more olosely. It is rather
curious to find & lament that the number of research
workers is not adequate to the needs of India and in
the same breath the statement that the demsnd
for such men 15 very small. A plea is entered for
the co-ordination of research work throughout India
and to provide facilities at Central research institu-
tiona for j:ra.mmg research workers. On the whole
the book is very instructive and will give the reader

in modern Japan.

& very good idea of the work being done in the field:
of agriculture in India.
GUNDAPPA S. KURPAD,

—_————————e—— »
SHORT NOTICES. "%

cONTEMPonARVTHoueHTorJAPANANE;
CHINA. By KvYosoN TSUCHIDA., ( Williame

& Norgate, Ltd., London. ) 1927. 714 x5 pp. 239.

5s.
THE book is of intense interest to students of philo-
soply in India. Though somewhat crammed with
avoidable technical terms, and ocoasionally uncouth
in language, it enables us to realize how living:
abstract thought has been in Japan since the Meiji
era. Japanese thinkers, who have gone more to Ger-.
many than to England for inspiration, have not been
content with merely assimilating the oritical
methods of Western philosophy ; they have striven
to transmute it into something indigenous, something.

that may be said to bloom on -the hardy
Japanese stock. Among the philosophers of
Dai Nippon there is such active ferment

of thought that they have been impelled to enlist
themselves with gusto io pitched battles either, say,
in behalf of “the epistemological method or the
metaphysical method.” Though in places the book
is needlessly nebulous, it is an excellent introduc-
tion from a Japanese thinker to his fellow-thinkers.

R. SADASIVA AIVAR.

FORGOTTEN TALES OF ANCIENT CHINA.
By VERNE DY80N. (The Commercial Press Ltd.,.

Shanghai.) 1928, 814 x 514. pp, 384. $4-00,

THE early history of all nations begins with legendary

tales, Chinais no exception. The legends of ancient

China are so rich and so beautiful that they give us

an insight into the early genius of the people. In.
fact the life of the ancient Chinese is mirrored in

these lagends. Verne Dysou has compiled the tales

of ancient China and has written them in a Iuecid'
style for the benefit of English readers. The book

contains the legendary traditions of the Chinese

people through five thousand years. Wa need hardly
say therefore that the book will be found useful by

those interested in ancient China,

M, V. SUBRAHMANYAM,

INTERNATIONAL CIvics. By PIiTMAN B.
PoTTER and RosCOE L. WEST. ( The Macmillan’
Company, New York. ) 1927, 734 x 5. pp. 315, Te-

IN producing this text-book, the authors have done a
distinet public service to the cause of the eduocation
of our future citizens. If international life is at
any time to become a reality our young men and
women must learn something of the duties snd
responsibilities of internstional citizenship. The
seed must be sown at an early stage and one.
must be taken not to depend too much on sentimental
idealism.

The book methodically proceeds to deal with
the topics in their proper order—the units of interna-
tional society, their varying qualities, the nature of
international intercourse, of international politics
and law, of diplomaoy and treaties, of oourts,.
commiesions and oconferences sand their procedure, of
alliances and concerts and above all the very
difficult problem of the enforcement of international .
suthority. Then follows a clear and erisp acocount of
the origins and activities of the League of Nations
and a discussion of the central problems of peace and:
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i disarmament and the outlawry of war. Lastly,
i the authors discuss the ways in which the eitizen
. ~of the U, 8. A. should help by speech and vote,
' especially in view of the general agreement of policy
,, between the national and international interest of
." of that country. One devoutly wishes that a similar
. attempt will be made in this country sothat the
» aims and achievement of the League are better
. -understood and the Indian oitizen’ takes an active
interest in India’s international relations,

R. H. KELEAR.

MY SOJOURN IN ENGLAND. By B. D. Basu
( R. Chatterji, Caloutta. ) 1927, 7 x 434. pp. 184,
THIS book is not what its title would lead us to
~ imagine: it is not a description of the life of the
author when he was in England. But it “embo-
dies the author’s impressions of England when he
- resided there as a student in the last eighties of the
last century.” Many of the chapters appeared in the
Tribune of Labore and in the Modern Review some
-thirty years sgo, but none of them has been re-
vised in the light of the author’s growing knowledge
and experienoce, on account of his failing eye-sight. As
a resulf, the book contains his opinions of English
life and manners formed when he was a youth, presu-
“mably in his early twenties and not the mature
estimate of an elderly person, Even so, however, it
is of some value and of great interest because it
shows how an alien culture struck an average
sympathetic Indian during the closing decades of
" the last century. Some chapters may be said to be
of immediate importance even today: for instance,
" those headed “ The Indians in England " “Anglo-
Indians in England,” and * Should English Women
.marry Indians ? ™
S.P. SARMA,

‘“THE INTERNATIONAL HAND-BOOK OF
CHILD CARE AND PROTECTION. (om-

piled by EDWARD FULLER. { Longmans, Green
& Co., Lid, London,) 1928. 914 x5, pp. 646.
10s. 6d. -

"THIS is the third edition of a reference book whose
value to social workers and publicists generally it
is impossibleto exaggerats. Child welfare has re-

-cently been coming into its own, mainly as a result

-of the attention it has received at the hands of the
League of Nations; and a book giving the informa-

“tion which this one gives was a great desideratum.
As an mdipation of the labour expended in its pre-
paration, it may be stated that the information
comprised in the book had to be colleeted from more

“than 300 countries or political units very often after
much protracted correspondence. That, however, is
not to say that there is no scope for improvement

: 91the_r in putt;_ing together or in the manner of presentt
ing information about what is being done in differen-
countries about the care of the child. Wae think
that with & little more effort it would have been
poss!ble to give fuller information about the agencies,
official and nonofficial, at work in this eountry in
that field, But apparently none ean be more eonsci-
ous of the deficiencies of the publication than the
-oompiler himself who may be trusted to remove them
as much ag possible from its future editions. The
}nfcrtx_mtmn about laws relating to marriage, divorce,
Juvenile employment, ete. in force in the various
-countrieg of the world which is given in the book
adds considerably to its utility. Information about
“the position of birth control, which has such an im-

- portant bearing on child welfare, rightly finds place

in the book. 1t is clear from this that its importance
4is being increasingly appreciated everywhere, The

L

supra-national section giving among other things
the well-known Deolaration of Geneva and informa-
tion about world organisations working for child
welfare is invaluable. The “Save the Children” Fund
of Liondon on whose behalf the Handbook is publi-
shed deserves congratulations upon bringing out such
a very useful publication,

C.C W,

THE SWEDEN YEAR BOOK, 1928. (Almqvist.
& Wiksells Boktryckeri A, B. Stockholm. ) 1928,

Y14 %514, pp. 283.
A BOOK ABOUT SWEDEN. By GUATAV ASBRINK

{ C. E. Fritze, Stockholm) 1928. 834 x5X4pp, 233,
To judge from some writings in the British
press, the beauties of the land of the Midnighé Sun
are not very widely known even in England and.
other European countries. These books will go
some way in making them better appreciated,
not only in those but in other countries. They
give full information about the country, its people,
etc. 8o much desired by tourists; but what is more,
a short history of the country and an outline of its
constitution. The first book is an official publication;
while the second one seems fo be meant for intending
visitors to Sweden., It speaks much for the popu-
larity of this publioation that within six years of its
appearance if has run into three editions of a
total of 50,000 copies, The numerous illustrations in
the books add considerably to their attractiveness.

8. P

BOCKS RECEIVED. .

THE ESSENTIALS OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC LAW
AND ORGANIZATION. By :AMo0d 8. HERSHEY. { Re-
vised Edition.} ( The Maocmillan Co., New York.) 1927,
8% x 5§. pp. T84

THE ECONOMIC 8STATUS OF THE WAGE EARNER IN
NEW YORK AND OTHER STATES. ( National Indust-
rial Conforencs Board, Ino, New York.) 1928, 94x6i.
PP. 125, $2.50.

CHINA AND ENGLAND., By W. E. BooTHILL., ( Oxford
University Press, London. } 1928. 9 x 53, pp. 228, 7s, 6d.

EMPIRE GOVERNMENT. An Outline of the Bystem Pre=
vailing in the British Commeonwealth of Nations. By
MANFRED NATHAN. (George Allen & TUnwin Ltd.,
London,) 1928, 8% x 5%. pp. 256. 108,

BYNDMAN : PROPHET OF SOCIALISM. (1842-1921) By
FREDERIOE J, GoUuLD., { QGeorge Allen & Unwin Ltd,,
London. ) 1928, 8% x 5%. pp. 308, 10s, 6d.

AN INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY. Edited by JEtROME
Davis and HARRY ELMER BARNES, (Sooial Relations
Series. (D.C. Heath and Co,, New York,) 1927. 9x6.
Pp.926. $4.48. ’

ASOKA. (Gaekwad Leoctures,) By RADHARUMUD MOOCKERJI,
{ Macmillan and Co., Ltd,, London)) 1928, 8ix§i pp.
273. 2l1s.

THE CHINESE PUZZLE,By ARTHUR RANSOME, (George
Allen & Unwin Ltd., London. ) 1927. T4 x 5. pp. 189. 5s.
HERR UEBER ASIEN. By VON. ALPHONS NOBRL. ( Han-
geatische Verlagsantalt, Hamburg-Berlin-Leipzig.) 1928,

9 x 6. vp. 169,

CHINESE REALITIES. By JoHN FosTER. (Edinburgh Hounse

Press, London. ) 1928. 73 x 5. pp. 240. 28, 6d.

ANTED Cendidates for Telegraph and Station
Maeter’s Classes. Full partioulars and Railway

Fare Certificate on two annas stamp.

Apply to :—Imperial Telegraph College; DELHI,
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4; PER CENT. LOAN 1_955-60
4; PER CENT. BONDS 1934,

4: PER CENT. LOAN 1955-60 ' 4

Issued at Rs. 94 per cent. and repayable at par not
earlier than 1955 and not later than 1960.

4! PER CENT. BONDS 1934.
Issued at Rs. 97-8-0 per cent. and repaya,ble at par
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in 1934. 1
J;  SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE RECEIVED FROM THE 7th AUGUST b

1928 and may be in cash, treasury bills, or 5% per cent.
War Bonds 1928. |

54 Per Cent. War Bonds 1928 will be accepted as the Equivalent
of cash at their Full Maturity Value and treasury bills at
a discount of 2 per cent.
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~ Both issues will be closed without notice as soon as the total sub-
scriptions to the loan and bonds amount to approximately Rs. 35 crores
(nominal ) and in any case Not Later than the I8th August 1928,
[f on the evening of the 7th August 1928, the total of the subscriptions ex-
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I ceeds this limit a partial allotment will be made to subscribers in cash. Eﬁ

! 4

Applications may be made at any Local Head Office or Branch 5_0‘

of the Imperial Bank of India or at the Office of the Controller of the &

ﬂcf Currency, Calcutta, or the Accountants-General Madras and Burma, or g

{2 any Government Treasury. Y
Qﬁ Copies of the notification giving full details of the terms will be {

g Eis

supplied on application at any of the above-mentioned places. ‘ ‘
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