
THE 

S¢f\1ant of India 
Editor: V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI. 

VOL. II., No.3. I POONA-THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1919. I AInrUAL 8UBSII. : Rs •• 

OONTENT8. 
P.&.OJl: 

TopICS 0" THB: WEn .... IS 

"'aTIOLE :-
.~Re~orgaDtll&iloD of Ibe Mediaal SIn-ion 88 

BPIKlIAL ABTlOUI :-
Tbe Probl .... of [Ddlan Oul'nro. By Dr. 

Gilb .... Elaur 19 
loIr. Pat.t·. Marriag. Bill. By Sir :N. G. 

Chandavarkar 31 
Self.od.etermiDBtloD and the League of Ba.iou. 
.&a~ _ " 

BB:LII0TIOII :-
Mr. Dovadbar In EDIlalld 35 

TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

THl!: programme of work before the present 
Parliament as sketched out by the Premier is a 
very oomprehensive one. It was necessary that it 
Ihould be so. Bills are to be in troduoed dealing 
with the problems of housing, health, development 
of transport, revival of rural life, land settlements 
of soldiers and a host of others. Every war brings 
in ita train ita own proble:ns for solution. The 
present war.has shaken the framework of life to 
ita very foundation. And we are not surprised at 
this long list; we wish it had he en longer. Many 
believe, and with good reason, that something will 
have to be dODe to regulate marriage relations and 
to take oare of orphans and the children of the 
very poor. But the most difficult of all the pro
blems awaiting solution is that of labour and its 
demand. Labour has taken up an unoompromis
ing attitude and has made such extravagant 
domands that if thei are granted the inevitable 
result will be.a state of ohaos. The Premier has 
given Labour a distinot warning, and he may be 
trusted to deal firmly with the situation. He means 
what ha saYI. 

• * * 
-Now that the text of the draft covenant of 

the League of Nations has been published and also 
formally plaoed before the Peaoe Conferenoe, 
the idea of the League must b. oonsidered to have 
made a real and substantial advanoe. On the whole 
the arrangements proposed should receive general 
support. We know there are people who have no 
faith in the suooessful working of suoh a League 
and who wills till be prepared to oall ita League of 
Dreams. These gentleman think only of the difli
oultlas In the way and the dismal· failures of some 
.fforts at international arrangeinents in the past. 

We ourealves have t.ad our misgivings ,t times. 
For instance, the oablegram about the extensive 
preparations made by America for the economiC! 
exploitation of Persia, when the American Presi
dent was engaged in blessing the Idea of the 
League at tbe Peace Conference, Is hardly -r.-as. 
Buring. But it must also be remembered that 
during the last fonr yea.rs the world ha.s made 
tremendous progress: Mainly owing to President 
Wi1son'sefforts, European politios have been ra.ised 
to a higher platform,and a new spirit has begun 
to pervade all international relations. After all, 
if on every oocasion a new proposal is pu t for
ward, some one ories out,.' there's a lion in the 
path, ' and we get frightened, we had better say 
good.bye to progress and reform ·for all time. 

* * * . DIFFICULTIES there will be and they must be 
overoome. So also misgivings must be sought to be 
.removed by due lafeguards and guarantees. The 
proposed arrangements about the League provide 
these in a fair maasure. The general body of 
delegates of the leagued nations, the Exeoutive 
Counoil, the permanent Court of International 
Justice, the permanent seoretariat, are proposals 
that inspire hope, so also the prohibition of secret 
treatiel and agreements and the neoessity for 
their open- registrations, the new doctrine of 
mandatary Powers, aots or chartsra to be given to 
.the administered territories and to be guaranteed 
by the leagued nations-these are featu!e. 
that cre ate oonfidenoe. Even if 801\ these end in 
nothing-which is hardly possible now-we still 
rejoice to .ee all these questions disousse-d in an 
open oonference of the nation8 of the world. 

• • • 
THill prohibition of seoret diplomacy woulct 

oome none too 800n. The world knows and is 
also suffering from the havoo it has brought in 
the past. Here is a frash illustration. A telegram 
appeared in the papers last week that Japan was 
exerting pressure upon China not to reveal at the 
Peo.oe Conference the existence of seoret treaties 
between them. This .... as immediately followed by 
an offioial denial of eaah one of the allegations, 
Now what is the 'world to aocept as the truth? 
While, on the one hand,. it is well known that 
Japan has often followed the western Powe .. in 
her methods of seoret pressure and conoessions and 
exploitation, itia equally patsnt, on the other, to all 
oonoamed that western. Powers are not overfond 
of Japan, and 80me of them at any rate are likely 
to try to damn her in the eyes of the world. But 
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beoause secret diplomacy has been rampant in the 
past, even the offioial denial of .Tapan cannot fail 
to have a bitter taste in the mouth. 

• • • 
We are glad that the organ of the non-Brah-

mane in Maharashtra, the Deccan Ryor, has joined 
in the general protilst against the excessive solici
tude shown to the I. C. S. in the Viceroy's speech. 
Whilst this protest is entirely just, the announce
ment oontained in the speech about the pay, pen
sion and oonditions of the imperial services being 
determined by the Secretary of State has not at
traoted the attention it deserves. This announce
ment oertainly goes too far. In the first place, the 
Viceroy should not have taken a decision on a sub 
jeot which lies mainly within the domain of the 
funotions committee. Secondly, the interests of the 
officers already in service should alone be safe
guarded, but the future responsible Government of 
India must be free to presoribe the terms of fresh 
entrants. Again, the power of access to the Gover
nor behind the back of the minister, proposed to be 
given to heads of departments, is highly dangerous 
and oannot but place the minister in a very weak 
position. No wonder, therefore, tha' the Madras 
Mail should regard the Vioeroy's speech as reassur
ing to the services. 

• • * 
THE limita.tion of the period during which the 

Emergency Powers Bill is to remain in force to 
three years, which was the result of a united non
official opposition to the measure, is certainly a 
triumph of the popular cause, so far as it goes, 
but that does not obviate the principal objeotion 
which has been urged against it, viz., that the re
forms should be given a chance to effect anim
provement in the situation before any special le
gislation, arming the executive with extra-judioial 
powers, is passe d. Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, 
in an article from his pen in the Social Reformer, 
has pressed the same view upon non-offioial mem
bers and advised them to refuse to make them
selves responsible for the proposed msasures. We 
have DO doubt that the advice will be followed, 
unless of course Government withdraws the 
measures in the meanwhile. It was of course but 
fitting that non-official members should thank the 
Government for the consideration they showed to 
public opinion, even before the bill went to the 
Select Co nmittee; and among the members who 
80 thanked the Government were Messrs. Patel, 
Khaparde,· Chanda and Banerjea. Mr. Banerjea, 
while thanking the Government,also told them 
that the non-offioial opposition still remained, anc:I 
that their final attitude would be determined by 
the changes which the bill would undergo in the 
Seleot Committee. 

* • • 
AND yet the oorrespondent of the Hindu says 

that there was an unworthy oompaot between the 
Moderates and the Government, the former having 
agreed to withdraw their oppoaition in oonsidera
tion of the oonoession by Government. This is a 

pure myth, invented by the paper out of its well
known partiality for the Moderates. It also holds 
the Moderates to blame for the partioipation of the 
members of the Select Committee in its prooeed
ings, equally without reason. To say that the 
policy of abstention from the sittings of the Com
mittee was defeated because of the wedk-kneed 
Moderates, is more derogatory to such stalwarts 
as Messrs. Khaparde and Patel than to the men 
who have roused the ire of the Hindu. It is POB

sible that opinions may differ as to the chanoe of 
success of the polioy supposed to have been con
templated by the Natiol?alists, and we take com .. 
fort in the thought that Mrs. Besant disapproves 
of the policy, without any instigation from the 
Moderates. Mrs. Besant ·herself is now a Moderate, 
it is true, but still she is a' Progressive Moderate, 
and perhaps may be reoognised a8 proof againAt 
bureaucratic blandishments. 

• * * 
The Hindu has taken up9n itself to publish the 

text of the manifesto which is being privately cir
culated in Madras among the members of the legal 
profession. It is understood that the manifesto is 
receiving wide and influential support, and if there 
was no other indication of the fact the excited 
cQmments of the Hindu alone ,would suffioiently 
prove it. The policy advDcated in it approximates 
as closely as possible to the Moderate attitude to 
the reforms, whioh, in our opinion, is moet 
conducive to the interests of the country. Frank
ly acknowledging that the proposals of the 
Secretary of State and the Viceroy constitute a 
definite advance upon the present position, the 
manifesto proceeds to point out certain defioi
encies in them which need to be removed if they 
are to be fully satisfactory. In suggesting amend
ments, it recognises the necessity of abiding by 
the limitations which are contained in the Parlia

·mentary announcement of 1917 and takes care to 
see that all its amendments are in accordance with 
the terms of that announcement. Thus it does 
not quarrel with diarchy in the provincial Govern
ments, but would· only limit its domain by securing 
as large a transfer of subjects as possible to popular 
control, and seeks to introduce the principle into 
the Government of India also. That such a move
ment should have been initiated in Madras of all 
provinces by men of weight shows how great has 
heen the recoil from the extreme attitude adopted 
at Delhi. 

• * • 
THE Hindu points out that the support of 

diarchy in the transitional stage, which this mani
festo recommends, is inoonsistent with the oondem
nation of that system, whioh was endorsed by the 
Madras speoial Conferenoe. But is not the resolution 
of the speoial Congress, agreeing to the reservation 
of certain speoified subjeots to the hureauoratio 
Government, equally inoonsistent with this con
demnation, and did not the Hindu support this re
solution, setting aside its own·; former condemna
tion' While the ohagrine whioh that paper feels 



FEBBUARY 20, 1919, J THE BERV AlfT OF INDIA. 2'1 

at the support whioh this manifesto is, receiving 
i. inteIligible, it is diffioult to understand why NBW 
India should jeer at it as trying to " save the 
eoheme." Did not Mrs. Besant oppose the demand 
for full provincial autonomy at Delhi with the 
.ame object? And did not Mr. Jinnah and Mr. C. 

\ P. Bamaswami Aiyar do likewise just to prevent 
" the scheme from being wreoked? NBW I1ulia oalls 

the soheme unsubstantial and iIlusive'; if this des
oription were just there would not be muoh justifica
tion for opposing the polioy of its total rejeotion; nor 
would there be any sense in acoepting its frame
work, as Mr. Ramaswami Aiyar does. To go 
forth then expressly to save the soheme is neither 
718ry unpatriotio nor quite unneoessary. 

• • • 
IN the opening address of the Dewan to the 

Sri Mulam Popular Assembly ofTravanoore, whioh 
oommenoed its fifteenth session on Monday last, 
his remarks on the growth of eduoation in the 
State deserve speoial notioe. Of the total popula
tion, 11'9 per oent. attend sohools, and eight taluks 
have all the ohildren of sohool-going age in 
sohools, oaloulating the school· going ohildren, 
however, at the too low peroentsge of 15 to the 
total population. The State is arranging to pro
vide noon·day meals to school-ohildren and milking 
strenuous efforts towards the diffusion of eduoation 
among baokward olasses. The number of Pulaya 
schools rose in the past year by as muoh as 62 per 
oent.,i. e., from 10,913 to 17,753; that of Parayas rose 
by 37 per oent. and of Ezhavas by 11 per cent. In 
about two thousand olasses ohildren of the depres
sed olasses were enrolled, and in nearly half of 
them they were admitted for the first time last 
year. Indeed, it is now reported that • oent. per 
oent. of literacy' was attained among the Ezhava 
and Pulaya oommunities in most taluks of the 
State. There were 86 girls attending, oolleges. 
AIl this shows gratifying progress. 

• • • 
THE next item that wiII attraot attention in 

the Dewan's speeoh is the proposal for an inorease 
both in the personnel and in the' powers of the 
legislative oounoil. "It is now more than twenty
live years, " says the Dewan, "sinoe the existing 
enaotment on the subjeot was passed, and the oom
paratively high level of eduoational progress at
tained in the oountry during the interval warrants 
the introduo tion of a substantial instalment of re
form, oaloulated to satisfy the growing desire of 
the people to share in the work of administration 
in a larger measure than hitherto." It is to he 
hoped that the reform whioh the Travanoore Durbar 
Is oontemplating will be of a sweeping cha
racter. 

• • • 
THB: leaflet on self-determination, issued by 

the Home Rule League, does not olearly state the 
manner in whioh that principle should be applied to 
India. It takes exoeption to the polioy announoed 
in 1917, first, beoause of its enunoiation having 
prooeeded from a foreign Government and, seo~d'y, . 

because of the reservations oontained in it. Curiously 
enough, as the leafietprooeeds, it waives both these 
objections and aIlows that. there must be & transi
tional period, during whioh some" transitory pre
visions" should be brought into effeot. It des~ribes 
in detail what the soheme will develop into at its 
oonsummation, but has no suggestion to make 
about the initial stage, which is the most urgent 
and diffioult question. It must be said, however. 
with a feeling of deep thankfulness, that the leaflef; 
does not, by speoial mention, exolude social ar.
rangements from the application of the dootrine 
of self-determination, &s the public speeohes of 
several Nationalists, inoluding the editor of the, 
Kesari, did last week in Poona. These sturdy 
Nationalists maintained, in a charaoteristio way • 
that the politioal fabrio alone shuld be founded 
upon President Wilson's prinoiple, but not the 
Booial fabrio. 

• • • 
THE disoussion on :Mr. Patel's Bill has led.' 

many people to lose all sense of oonsistenoy. A 
paper in South India oaUed the Hind.. Message is 
proolaiming every week what, in its opinion, the' 
fundamental principles of Hinduism are. As & 
stanoh upholder of the Hindu standpoint, it is of 
course opposed in toto to the prinoiple of liberty, 
and self-determination ill social matters underlying 
the Bill. But the paper is also strongly nationalist, 
and therefore is" against privilege as .exempli
fied in the position of the Indian Civil Senice. 
Thus it quotes with relish Swami Vivekananda'~ 
utteranoe, "every aristoorsry is bound to dig its 
own grave," in dealing with the I. C. S. A speoial. 
oorrespondent quotes a saying that eVbrybody 
"tahs up a cause like a fanatic and defends it like, 
a philosopher." Would & discriminating reader be 
wrong in giving these quotations which appear in, 
the same number an applioation whioh they were 
not meant to have? The Brahman die-hard may •. 
by his opposition to the Bill, be digging his oWD 
grave and may have taken up a position like a,. 
fanantio, though his defenoe of that position is any-, 
thing but philosophic. 

• , . • 
MR. TILAK in his reoent lettsr from' England, 

expresses his disapproval of the oontroverpy raised. 
by Mrs. Besant at Delhi as "wrong" and pleads for 
unity. So Mr. Tilak also, like the Hindu, wante 
unity, but only on his own terms. But why should, 
he oondemn Mrs. Besant's attitude now, when: 
he 'adopted nearly the same attitude a year, 
before t If he was not .. wrong" in opposing 
:Mr. Pal at Calcutta on tbe question of demanding 
responsible government for the provinces, why 
was Mrs. Besant" wrong .. in doing tbe identioal 
thing at Delhi t-Among the men selected for the 
Congress deputation, there are none, and natural
ly so. who are opposed to full provinoial auto
nomy. But on the other hand; Messrs. Satyamurti 
"and Barkat Ali, who are in favour of it, were also 
rejeoted. 

• • • , . 
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RE·ORGANISATION OF THE MEDICAL 
SERVICES. 

A OOMMITTEE has been recently appointed by the 
Army Department of the Government of India to 
inquire into the superior branches of the medical 
services. It will be remembered that the Public 
Services C<1mmission left the constitution of these 
services an open question in view of the profound 
changes that might' be rendered necessary by the 
war, and that the specific reco,mmendations made 
in the majority' report are altogether halting and 
inadequate. It is therefore right that the whole 
question .hould be gone into in the light of 
the experience obtained during war time, but we 
oannot but join the Leader in strongly protesting 
against the personnel of the Committee now ap
pointed, its terms of reference and the seoreoy' 
which will shroud all its proceedings. No repre
sentatives of the independent Indian medical pro· 
'fession are admitted to it, nor any representatives 
of the local Governments. It is thus practically a 
oommittee of army men, who will oarry on their 
investigations behind olosed doors. Apart from 

,these serious defects. the terms of reference o( the 
committee, which have not been published for gene
ral information, seem to exclude from inquiry the 
entire separation of the civil from the military 
medical organisation. This should not have been 
the case. ,On the ground that the war reserve must 
be somehow employed, nearly !lJ per cent. of the 
superior civil appointments are filled in India by 
what was primarily intended to be an army service, 
and this has resulted in general inefficiency and a 
virtual denial of entry into the higher medioal 
service to sons of India. Consequently there is a 
universal demand in this country that an end 
should be put to the system of drafting military 
men on to civil duties, which is not followed in 
any other oountry in the world. 

The Public Services Commission, however, 
desisted from recommending a oomplete divoroe 
between the two branches, only 'o<1ntenting itself 
with the suggestion that if, after fully employing 
the medical reserve of the army in civil posts, 
any more posts oarrying civil duties remained 
they should be filled by oivil recruitment. If then 
the newly appointed oommittee is to follow the 
Commission's recommendations and only to in
quire into the military requirements in time' of 
war, not muoh can be expected of its labours. It 
il but natural that the army offioers, who have 
ever fought hard against the admission of indepen
dent professional men into ,the superior posts, 
should desire an enlargement of its oadre, and the 
civil posts that will therefore escape from their 
grasp oannot be very many, by any means. If the 
military reserve has to be so far inoreased as to 
endanger the maintenanoe of a civil element in the 
civil medioal administration, then the Commission 
reoommends the oonsideration of the queltion 
whether a oertain number of posts should not be 
lIet apart for the eiv 11 medioal lervioe. this ia an 

entirely wrong view to take, and the publio are 
interested in knowing if this view prevails with 
the Government. Is it to be taken for granted 
that what is oonsidered as a necessary war reserve 
should in peace time be employed cn non-military 
duties, and is it merely the funotion of this neW' 
committee to fix the dimensions ,of this reserve 
and the proportioll to be earmarked for the civil 
medical service in oase the reserve is thought to 
trench too muoh 011 oivil employment? If i~ is so 
we have no hesitation in saying that the oommit· 
tee will not do justioe to the claims of Indians for 
Ii proper share ill this d.partment of puhlic servioe 
and that no appreciable number of posts will be 
released for civil medical practitioners. The absenoe' 
of any man helonging to this class from the oom
mittee precludes all hope of any other result. We 
cannot sufficiently protest against the Govern
ment's way of dealing with this important ques
tion, a8 if it conoerned no one but the army mell 
and the Indians were not at all interested in it. 

Apart from the question ofIndians partioip'" 
ing to the full extent in the medical services, the 
formation of a separate civil med'ical service has 
an important beMing upon the transfer of power 
to popular' control. For it will be maintained that 
the officers who, although in civil employ, are pri
marily meant for military duties, cannot. be plac
ed under the control of ministers. This argument 
will look plausible trom the formal connection 
of these offioers with the army, but as ~ocn as a 
separate civil medrcal branoh is constituted bnd 
the military branch is rigidly limited to the require
ments of the army, no colourable' excuse remains 
for keeping the control over the superior medioal 
officers a reserved subjeot. Aud be it remembered" 
that it is not only Indian publicists who are de
manding the separation of the oivil and military 
medioal organisations in the country. The Bombay 
Government recommended in 1903 the oreation of 
a civil medical service, and so did the Govern
ments of Bengal and Madras at different times. 
The Bengal Government meroilessly exposed the 
defects of the present comhination of both the 
duties in a single servioe. .. Among the defects of 
the system must be recognised," 'they wrote, .. a 
want of stability, a want of strict identifica!ion 
with the interests of the oountry, an exol usiveness 
which renders it difficult to introduce the natives 
of the country into the higher employments of the 
service." Thus in more ways than one is it neces
sary that a separate civil hranch ,should be esta
blished in the medioal department and tha t it should 
not be made to depend upon the verdict of military 
men as to the req uirements of the army. Mr. Abdur 
Rahim and Sir M. B. Chaubal required at any 
rate that two-thirds of the superior civil medioal 
posts should be seoured from encroachment by t~e 
officers of the Indian Medioal Servioe, and that If 
they must fill some civil posts, their share should 
be rigorously limited to 'he remaining one-third. 
This ia a move ia the 'right direotion, but no solu
tion of Ule queation oan be acoepted as completely 
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satisfactory which does not aim at a complete 
bifurcation of the two branches. In appointing 
the committee whioh the Government of India has 
appointed aDd entrosting to it a task of a very 
restricted "hamcter, the Government has shown 
Itself ~o be lacking in a proper appreciation of the 
qqestioD and out of sympathy with the just aspira
tions of Indians with regard to if;. 

THE PROBLEM OF INDIAN CULTURE. 
THE problem of Indiau cuIture is . closely' related 
to the problem of Indian economica, bnt it is 

"something wider and more comprehensive. It is 
not merely the problem of securing the material 
basis for continually advancing quality of life, but 
also the problem of utilising material advantages 
for the great spiritual advantage. This is essentially 
the problem of winning for the people of India the 
tool8 and maohinery for thought and a mastery of 
them. Some Indian patriote may resent the idea 
that much has to be done in this direction,. con
sidering that in its anoient religion, philosophy 
and literature, India possesses an apparatuB of 
oulture superior to tbat prized by any other 
oountry. For my own part I am quite without quali
fioations for estimating tbese inte11ectual treasures, 
and can express no opinion with regard to their 
absolute or relative value. I can only bear wit
nesl to a general impression which observation 
has left upon my mind. This impression is that 
the Indian has a tendency to rely more exclusi
vely than the European on language as an instru
ment for thought; and that he is less apt to nse 
alternative instrume.nts, as piotures, diagrams, 
models and manual experiment ; that it is there
fore peoullarly important 'for the Indian that he 
should possess, in the language he uses, an instru
ment of tho.ugbt which is uf high qnality, and 
whioh he has full opportunities of mastering effec
tively; but that while this is necessary, it is made 
eztraordinarily diffioult by the linguistio Con
ditions under which India lives. The problem of 
Indian oult~re iI, therefore, as it appears to me, 
primarily the problem of using and developing tbe 
languages possible for an Indian so as to give 
Indians effeotive mastery of an effioient linguistic 
thought-tool. 

The bulk of Indian population belongs to the 
olass that does not know English, and yet has 
reoeived scaroely any formal eduoation through 
the medium of the vernacular and which oon
sequently oan use the vernaoular as a means of 
thinking for only the most ordinary affairs of life. 
The other and muoh smaller class has received 
much more formal eduoation; and having received it 
through the medium of English, has been obliged to 
spend a valt amount of time in acquiring English 
before uling it al a means of aoquiring informa
tion or of thinking. This olass frequently appearl 
~ have l08t in the prooess of education the power 
of thinking accurately and vividly with regard to 
ponorets ~attere in the vernacular, wlthou' ao-

quirhig the power of doing so in English; and to 
have acquired instead only the power of prodncing 
statemente in English suffioiently plausible to pass' 
muster in an examination paper or in debate, and : 
to be far from being able to use English for that . 
accurate and oareful thinking which is DeC88l!ary' 
to do good work in the practical sffairs of life. . 
This is a namral consequence of a system of educ ... 
tion whioh provides elementary schools whioD 
profess to teach children their own vemacular bnt . 
refuse to give them any edncatioD through the·' 
medium of the vernacular, but does offer' to· 
selected smdents edncation through the medium. 
of English ail well as in English. 

All this is very much a commonplace, anei 
certam definite ideas with regard to the· remedy 
have beeu repeatedly expressed. The difficulties 
in the way of any remedy are obvious enough •. 
Apart from other Asiatic and non·Asiatic langua
ges spoken in India there are acoording to· the: 
ceusus of 1911 no less than 22(} Indian languages. 
Abont a hundred of these are spoken by leu than': 
5,000 people each, thi! average ·runDing to about 
a thousand people to a particular language. It: 
is obvious that a language spoken by so few ia 
no good for anything but the most elementary. 
needs. AU Indian languages spoken by less than 
a . certain number of people ought ~ be got rid 
of as speedily as possible by the prooess of teach. 
ing tbe people who speak them some other 
language. Bnt where are we to draw the lins aDd 
de term in e thata language has a suffioien tly numer· 
ous body of adherents ~ be worth preserving 'I 
Five thousand is obviously insufficient. Will fifty 
thousand suffice, or 500,000 or even 5,OOO,000? We. 
must draw the line somewhere, but it ill diffionlt 
to see exactly where it should be drawn. Evidonfl. 
Iy mere numbers· ate' Dot everything. The ex~ 
amples of Greeoe in the days of Pericles and of 
England in the days of Shakespeare and Miltolll 
are sufficient to show that a language spoken by iii 
very muoh smaller number of people than five 
millions may produoe immortal literature, an" 
the loss of suoh a language may be a calamity to. 
the world. 

S~me writers have maintained that every veP 
nacular is vsluable to ite own people, and that 
they oan attain a high levei' of oulture by means 
of their own tongue alone, and that they Ion 
something very valuable if they ohange their an~ 
oestral language for tbat of some foreigu country. 
This view does not appear to me to be confirmed 
by experience. If we take the three great literary 
languages of the modern world, English, French 
and Italian, it is remarkable' that none of thesa is 
the anoestrallanguage of thep80ple who now use 
it. English is a' blend of Norman, Frenoh and 
Anglo·Saxon. The Normans in their ancestral 
home spoke a Teutonio dialeot whioh certainly did 
not originate among them, but which must· h."e 
been imported· from some district of EurOpll 'Or 
Asia to· the south and east of theil' OOUDtty. They 
settled in France,: and· abandoned this oompara-
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tively barbarous speech for the modified Latin of 
their neighbours. This again was not the native 
language of tl:e country, nor of any of tbe races 
that had inhabite'd it. They had all abandoned 
their ancestral, varieties of speech,to adopt the 
language of Rome. But the Normans, having thus 
taken over what was already a second-band lan
guage, imported it into England, where it got blen.d
ed with one out of the number of languages al
ready spoken in the British Isles-Anglo-Saxon. 
Anglo·Saxon itself had, it would appear from its 
very structure, been adopted by the ancestors of 
some of the people in the south-east of England 
from some other folk, and was not their ancestral 
tongue. French similarly is the language ac
quired by the inhabitants of France from a very 
mixed body of immigran ts, soldiers, merchants, 
administrators and the like, coming from many 
countries of the Mediterranean shore, but using 
a particular Italic language as a common 
medium. With regard to Italy, it is true that 
the peninsula does contain the district which was 
the ancient home of the Latin tongue from which 
modern Italian is derived; but the most perfect 
Italian and the greatest Italian literature belongs 
to Tuscany, and the original language of the Tus
can or Etruscan people was not Latin, nor any 
Italic language and not even any Indo·Germanic or 
Aryan language at all; while the northern plain, 
which now shows the most vigorous intellectual 
life, was "Gallia Cisalpina" and spoke a variety
of Celtic dialects. It therefore does not appear 
that there is any sure and certain ground for 
thinking that a nation or tribe ought to cling ob
stinately to the language of its forefathers. Ra
ther perhaps it is wise to adopt the motto of the 
American millionaire who says, "The best is 
good enough for me." The mere fact tbat a lan
guage is transferred from country to country and 
from race to race may give it vigour, elasticity and 
simplicity, and make it more effective than if it 
remained the monopoly of a particular race living 
in a particular district. 

Hence it is conceivable that the solution of 
the Indian language problem might be the dioap. 
pearance cf all Indian language$, and the adop
tion in th eir place of a modified form cf English. 
This idea is not likely *0 be welcome to Indians. 
In the end this might be no great calamity. Never
theless it woulti mean, for some generations to 
oome, a perpetuation of the present disadvantages 
under which India labours in the matter of lan
guage. For some hundreds of years to come India 
would litill be handioapped in comparison with the 
rest of the oivilised world, hindered in absorbing 
ideas originated elsewhere and in contributing ori
ginal thought to the common stook of the world. 
This solution of the language problem is therefore 
undesirable in itself and Indians do well to refuse 
to weloome it. But this is the direotion in whioh 
India Is drifting, partioularly in Southern India. 

,Take, for example, the oity of Kumbakonam, the 
largellt and wealthiest oity in' the rioh delta of 

Tanjore, one of the ancient centres of Hindu oivi
lisation, with all. exceptionally large peroentage of 
Brahmans and of eduoated people. Here there il 
a free library, in two divisions, one division oon
taining English books, and the otber books in 
Indian languages. In the whole oity there are but 
four European residen ts; nevertheless the issue 
of books from the English section of the library is 
far in exoess of that from the Indian section. 
Kumbakonam is a centre of the Honie Rule move
ment. At meetings for purposes of disoussing 
Home Rule, and political questions relating there
to, I believe it is practioally all. invariable rule 
that all the speeohes are delivered in English, in 
spite of the fact that Tamil is the one vernaoular 
of the city. That this is not merely the result of 
governmental action appears to be shown by the 
fact that the proportion of English-speaking people 
in the indepenent States of Cochin, Travanoore 
and Mysore is extremely high, far higher than, for 
example, in Bombay, the United Provinoes, or Ihe 
Punjab. It would almost appear as though the 
native languages of Southern India are destined 
before long to be found only as a sort of cooly 
patois on the one hand, and as literary curiosities 
preserved in ancient manusoripts on the other. I 
am curious to know whether Indians are going to 
continue to drift in thisdireotion, and if not, what 
they are going to do about it. 

It is, however, in this very district of South 
India, with its Dravidian languages, where the 
decay of the vernacular appears most imminent, 
that the pOfsibility of a new movement, which may 
develop Indian vernaculars and seoure'their future, 
is also to be noticed. The Canarese language was 
spoken in 1911, according to the census, by over 
1O~ million people, and it is officially recognised 
as the language of the State of Mysore. An 
independent Mysore University with its scientifio 
department located in Bangalore, but its literary 
department located in Mysore City, has been 
established, and it is the desire of those in 
authority, without neglecting the study of 
English, to do whatever is necessary and 
practicable for the study of the Canarese language 
and its ancient literature and for the fostering of 
a modem Canarese literature. Already edu
cationists are beginning, to take into serious 
consideration the question whether this is not a 
precedent which should be followed in other 
distriots, Weare beginning to discuss the 
question whether there should not be a Malayalam 
University to serve th" 7 or 8 millions of Malaya
lese ofTravancore. Coohin and Malabar, established 
at, Triohur or Ernakulamor some other central 
spot on the initiative of the State of Cochin or the 
State of Travancore. If so, surely the 20 millions 
of Tamils should also have their University, 
whioh might most appropriately be looated at 
Triohinopoly, the natural military centre of India 
south of Madras and the present railway centre, 
with the great tsmple of Srirangam adjoining, one 
oftbe great pilgrimage centres of India. We have 
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rmoreover already a oonsiderable amount of agita
.tion for an Andhra or Talugu University, perhaps 
'dla most pressing of all, oonsidering that the 1911 

L 
·ilensue .eoords ·23 million. people speaking thia 
,language •. 

, The beginning aotually made in Mysore oan 
· obviously be followed up on a much larger soale for 
, the Sanskritio languages of Northern India. The 
,greated of these is Hindi, and the Benares Uni. 
• ver8ity is situated in the midst of the Hindi dis
., trio," By the oensus report there were 82 millions 

whOle language was Hindi, besides 14 millions' 
• speaking western Hindi and 2 millions odd speak. 
dng eastern Hindi. Surely these three languages 
.might be brought suffioiently near to haTe one oom
.mon literary form and one oommon literature. 
.could not the Benares University initiate some 
organisation which would do for the Hindi langu. 

• age the servioes rendered to the Frenoh language 
"by the Frenoh Aoademy, in the direotion of main
.taining ita purity and integrity, but at the same 
,time reoognising and meeting the need for elasti
-city and ohange' If so, might we DOt ses a further 
.absorption of those Sanskritio languages whioh 
most olosely resemble Hindi into this premier 

'language of India? The more widely a language is 
,spoken, other things being equal, the more amply 
it repays all efforts to provide it with a great 

; lilerature. Again, if Bengall is too distinot to be 
-absorbed in Hindi, a similar service oould be reno 
odered to it by the University of Caloutta; a~d why 
<should not the State of Baroda oreale a Gujarali 
University' Rangoon also hopes shortly to have 

.its University, whioh should be able to do much 
.for the Burmese language and literature. As for 
.Munda, Santall, :Shan, and other Austro-Asiatio 
~r Tibeto·Chinese dialeots the number of whioh 
.is legion, I doubt if they are worth retaining. 

But now let us oonsider the question whether, 
8I1pposing India should beoome equipped with U ni. 
versities on a linguistio basis, what polioy these 
should adopt in order to make Indian languagu 
effioient servants of Indian oulture. The great 
.ssential is that they should beware of the Pandit. 
The Pandit will seize on the very idea of an aoa. 
~emy for an Indian language with avidity, and will 
.. I to work to do whatPanditsalways endeavour to 
do to throttle the living'language and turn it into a 
mummified oorpse. The Universities and Aoademies 
enust do everything that the Pandit abhors. They 
-must weloome new words from foreign languages, 
4learlDg in mind that,the modern development of 
.aD international language for soienoe and abstraot 
ideas is one oi the greatest servioes whioh modern 
'Progress has done to humanity. The language of 
'intemational ohemistry, for instanoe, should be 
-adopted Into Indian language8 without alteration. 
Tben there should be no loruple in regularising 
-the language as far as possible, eliminating un
Ileoessary inlleoUons as well as irregularities. The 
~bjeot should be to make the lallguage as easy to 
learn as poasible, In order that those who learn it 
aay paas on al quiokl,. as poasible to leaming 

other things through the medium of the language. 
Again the question of script should be dealt with 
without any pandit prejudioe. Soript., may be 
based upon the principle of ~:I:liressing vowels b,. , 
inodifioations of oonsonantal signs, or by distinot 
letters. The latter prinoiple is that of the Roman 
alphabet, the former is mOre oommon in Asiatio' 
languages, and has been introduoed into European 
languages for shorthand. It should be recognised 
that the exiSting Indian scripts were developed 
for the purpose of produoing longhand handwrit-· 
ing, now obsolescent; and what is wanted now is 
not one script but two, (1) a shorthand script, and 
(2) a script for the typewriter and printing prsss •• 
For the latter purpose the principle of separat.· 
symbols for vowels is far superior and should be' 
adopted. This means that the Devanagari, Urdll, 
'Tamil, Telugu, Canarese and Malayalam soripts 
should all be regarded as obsoletll; that no n.ew 
books should be printed in any of these, nor 
children be taught to read or write them in the 
elementary school or in the high school; but the 
study of them should be reserved for students who 
have special need to master them for the purpose 
of historic research. 

Indian languages, thu~ provided eaoh with itl 
governing authority, and all of them using one 
common shorthand script and one common letter 
press soript, should he enriohed with a full equip
ment of translated literature, so that all the beet 
books of the world may be aooessible to every ohild 
who has passed through the elementary school 
without learning any foreign language. The same 
universities should then prooeed to provide an indi
genousliterature in history, economics, and looal 
geology, pharmaoology. etc. Universities can do 
nothing for great original oreative literature 
direotly. That must oome from· the spontaneous 
efforts of the man of genius. But unjversities 
can prevent a man of genius from being wasted, for 
they can provide an eduoated publio aocustomed 
to obtain knowledge and ideas through the medium 
of the oultivated vernacular lanSU&ge which will 
weloome the works of the man of genius when he 
appears. 

Suoh, in outline, IIoppears 'to be the ·natural 
programme for the Indian reformer who does not 
desire to see Indian languages either disappearing 
from India, or oontinuing in undeveloped and un
oultivated forms in which they would remain a 
hindranoe to the advanoe of Indian oulture. 

GlLBKRT SLA.TER. 

MR. P A.TEL'S MARRIAGE BILL. 
THE Social Servioe Leagne is in sympathy with 
the principle and objeot of the Hindu Inter-caste 
Marriage Bill, but the Bill as it stands is defective 
and should pass into law with 08rtain modifica
tions ( stated below) whioh, in the opinion of the 
League, are called for in the intereste of anligh'" 
anad social reform. 
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The opposition to the Bill appears to be based 
principally on the following grounds :-

. (1) that its prinoiple and objeot are hostile' 
to and subversive of the Shastra8, 

( 2 )tbat the Bill interferes with tbe custo
mil.lY Iaw of the Hindus, and 

. (3) that it proposes a departure on the 
p",rt of the British Government in India from the 
policy of religious neutrality to which it stands 
p\edged. 

Dealing with the first of these objections, I am 
~ point out that, so far as it' is b!\sed upon the 
Sha8tms, it is not a correot statement of the case. 
The Shastrio law is summarised by the late 
Gholap Chandra Sark~r Shastri, in his work on 
mnciu law, which is acoepted by our oourts as 
an authority on the subject. He says :-

, It Dealing with the marriage, the sagas laY' down that 
marriage between persons of the ,arne caste is preferable. 
and they also reoognise marriage between a woman of aD 

inferior oaste and a man of 8 superior CBste to be valid, 
but they do Dot say anything $,bout the marriage between 
an inferior man and superior woman. There are, on the 
oontrary, passages in the Smritis," which Ii by implica
tion prohibit intermarriage between a man of an inferior 
tribe and a woman of a superior tribe •.. It should, how
ever, be observed that these prohibitions appear to be of 
moral obligation only; henoe, although merriage of an in
ferior man with a superior woman may be disapproved 
and oondemned, still, if suoh a marriage does not in faot 
take place, the sa.me must be regarded valid as between 
the parties to it and the issue legitimate. It 

It is true that relying upon some of tbe minor Pu. 
ranas, some of the latest commentators on Hindu 
law absolutely prohibit intermarriages. .. But 
In this respeot they differ from· the two leading 
Treatises and the Smritis." (Gholap Chandra 
Sarkar Shastri's Hindu law, pp. 106 & 107, 4th 
edition. ) 

As the alteration in the laW' relating to Hindu 
marriages proposed in tbe Bill is of a purely per
inissive charaoter, it is not open to the objeotion 
that it seeks to interfere with the religious customs 
and practices of the Hindus by foroing on them a 
new marriage law seriously modifying those ous. 
toms and praotioes. The necessity for suoh.a 
measure has arisen from the fact that among 
III large number of Hindus throughout tbe country 
there is a stTong feeling in favour of intermarriages 
among Hindu castes and the number is daily in. 
creasing. At present. as the Courts have held 
such marriages illegal on the ground tbat, though 
sanotioned by the written word of tbe Shastras, 
they bave been rejeoted by the tradition of custom, 
Hindus, desiring such intermarriages, are compel
led to resort to the remedy provided by Ao t III of 
1872, known as the Civil Marriage Act. But the 
Aot penalises the oonsoience of suoh Hindus by 
requiring, as one of theoonditions precedent to the 
intermarriage, that they should deolare that they 
do not believe in and belong to tbe Hindu religion. 
A H~ndu, therefore, who believes in that religion· 
and professes it, has to make the deolaration 
Against his oonsoienoe, if he 01' sbe· wishes· to 
intermarry. 

Assuming that, liS seems to be ul'ged by the-- " 
opponents· of the Bill. the number of Hind_·, 
sympathising with and feeUng strongly the need·. 
of suoh a law as this Bin proposel (ssmall, eV8~ 
a minority has a right to be proteoted by th .. ·. 
legislature where oonsoientious religious soruples. 
and oonvictioDs are conoerned. Tbis is not a. 
question where a majority has any' right, legal.; 
sooial or moral, to foroe the minority to aooept; 
its customs and views under the shelter of law. 

Nearly 35 years ago Mr. Justioe West, tben il, 
Judge of the High Court of Bambay, who walt
rightly regarded as III great authority on Hindu. 
law and oustom. held in one of hi' judgments in, 
a oase tried before him that Courts of J ustioe, in 
dealing witb tbe question whether a partioular. 
oustom'should be judioiallyreoognised, should be-.. 
guided by the enlightened consoiousness of tbe,· 
community in days of ohange and progress. Tha· 
view of the learned judge was indeed not accepted" 
by Sir Charles Sargent, then Chief ,Tustice of the, 
High CoUrt of Bombay. That was upon the ground, 
that it was not for the courts, but .for the legisla
ture, to deoide as a matter of publio polioy and iii .. 
publio interestswhethel' a partioularHindu oustom. 
should be given effeot to or not aad that III Court's 
duty is simply to administer the law as it is in 
i·ts integrity and to give effeot tel the custom, if it; 
is not immoral or opposed to publio policy. The; 
legislature, as· the representative of the people ill! 
the juridioal Bense oHhe torm,being the arbiter to. 
deoide whether a change in the' oustomary laW' is. 
oalled for, the question with' Teference to theBilI' 
to validate intermarriages among Hindu castes is. 
whether, being a permissive measure, it is in ae-
oordance with the enlightened conciousness of' 
the Hindns; thongh that oonsciousness may be· 
confined'to a minoritv of that oommnnity. 

The Bill,therefore, cannot be justly desoribed, 
as proposing to interfere with the Hindu re~ 
ligion. It only interferes with the law of HindU'< 
oustom and that onl, in a' permissive manner .. 
If the great bulk of the orthodox Hindu oastes. 
disapprove of such· marriages, it is open to
them to ostracise socially the parties to such 
uiarriages by means of excommunication from thlt' 
castes. That liberty of the oastes is in no way af~ 
fected by the Bill. 

If it be urged that by allowing Hindus, who.
resort to intermarriages, to profess tbe Hinda. 
religion all the same and pass for Hindus, tbe Bill 
oreates a breach in the solidarity of the Hindu 
oommunity, enables sa ceders from it to label 
themselves as Hindus and forces on that oommuni
ty a seotion which, by not conforming to the
oustom· invalidating intermarriages, forfeits or
aught ~o forfeit its right to 011011 itself Hindu and 
profess the Hindu faitb, the answer writ large in 
the: history of Hinduism from anoien,t times is that 
even suoh ·oommunitieli as Jains and .Sikhs, who in 

· their origm were ·secedars from the ortho~olt 
• Hindttreligion,an4' custom. han J1o~.ceased to b., 
· _liked as' Hindull WheDevu an,,· lIChism h •. 
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8riHn within its fold, with referenoe to an;v 
religious dogma or any social custom, Hinduism, 
whUe exoommunioating the sohismatics from their 
-oaste, has all the same allowed them to remain 
within the Cold of Hinduism and ranked them as 
Hindus. Acoordingly, the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Councll has held that a departure b;v a 
Hindu from the slandad of orthodo>:y binding on 
him In mattere of diet and ceremonialobservanoes 
~oes not exclude him from the term of the oate
gar;v .. Hindu .. and that a Hindu by beooming a 
Brahmo does not necessarily cease to be a Hindu 
( Indian Law Reports, 31 Calcutta, at page 33). 
This principle of toleration bas been from ancient 

• times one of the remarkable features of Hinduism. 
That behng the case, wby should any Hindu be 
now debarred by the law of custom from marr;ving 
in a different oaste and professing tbeHindu faith 
and calling himself a Hindu? 

Wit!l referenoe to tbe objeotion that the Bill 
aeeks to violate the prinoiple of religious neutra
lity to wbich tbe British Government bas pledged 
fleelf, I am to point out that tbis objeotion would 
have heen appropriate if the Bill had:not been of a 
permissive nature. It stands in tbat respect on 
the same footing as tbe law permitting widow
marriage snacted by the British legislature in 
India. Non-interference with religious oustoms 
haa not been an absolute principle of legislation 
.... Ith that Government, as is proved by such laws 
as those for tbe emanoipation of converts and 
the prohibition of Sati, the Age of Oonsent Aot 
and other like enaotmen ts. , There is. therefore, no 
question of interferenoe with the Hindu religion 
involved in the prinoiple and the objeot of this 
Bill, and a fortiori, no question of violation of the 

.llrinoiple of religious neutralit;v to which the Bd, 
tish Government in India has pledged itself. Some 
-of the Native State.- have passed suoh a measure 
as part of their law, and it has been acoepted 
quietl;v b;v'the Hindu population thereof. That is 
a positive proof in support o( the opportuneness 
-of t-ime for suoh a permissive measure in British 
India also. For the British Government in India 
to refuse to pass such a measure into law on the 
ground of its principle of religious neutralit;v 
would be to aoknowledge that it is unable to ope
rate as an enlightening and sooialising force and 
that it will undertake luoh legislation onl;v when 
the volume of Hindu opinion is 10 great that it 
can b. safely counted as the opinion of the Hindu 
community as a whole. The country might have 
to wait for ages for progress if it were to measure 
ite stepa by that standard. 

While on the above grounds the Sooial Service 
Leagua acoords ita lupport to the Bill, it Ie of 
opinion that, al It now stands, the Bill Is defeo
tive in some essential re.peots and should be 
remodelled to bring it in oonsonanoe with the 
apirit of the times and the enlightened oonsoious
na .. of the Hindu communit;v. For that purpose 
h League begs to lugged the following modiA-

... tlona·in &laa Bill. 

First, the Bill should be amended by applying to 
intermarriages under it the prinoiple of monogamy 
whioh bas been applied to marriages under Act m 
of 1872. The objeot of,the Bill is reform, and' the 
legislature should not allow intermarriages, leav, 
ing polygamy at large in their oase. Though poll!
gamy is permitted b;v the Hindu religion, the 
general sense of the oommunity does not loolt 
upon it with favour and the great majority of t~. 
people are in praotloe monogamists. The acoept
anoe of tbe rule of monogam;v in the Bill will not 
be oontrary to the real sentiment and praotioe ef 
Hindus. If it be argued that, that being so, it ia 
unnecessar;v, as being supertIuous, to fetter the 
right of intermarriages among Hindu castell hi 
the rule of monogamy, the answer is that as tbe 
Hindu religion snd -law permit polygam;v, the 
legislature, legislating for these advanoed timee, 
shall refuse to apply the rule in illl laws relating 
to marriage, even though there be no danger 'of 
polygamy being practised in a large number of 
oases falling within the new law. 

Secandly, the Bill should Ii>: an age limit ( as 
in Act III of 1872) in the oase of parties to a 
marriage, under the proposed la,.. and should m 
that way disoountenance infant marriages. 

Thirdlll, the legislature should take care that 
the evidenoe of marriages under the law shall b. 
such as to make the faot of marriage oertain and 
not open to doubtful testimony, should the faCt 
happen to be questioned subsequently b;v either of 
the parties. When the parties to a marriage are 
of the same oaste, there is no risk of the faotulil 
of the marriage being at any time disputed b;v and_ 
subjeoted to the unoertainties of litigation, eithe. 
beoause not- onl;v of tbe wide publioity of the ma .. 
riage in the caste but also of the strong sentiment 
of the oaste in support of such marriages. That 
oonsideration, however, does not apply to inter
marriages. The League, therefore, suggeste that 

, while the ordinary oeremonies presoribed b;v the 
Hindu religion to validate a marriage should be 
deemed essential for the validity ofintermarriage. 
under the proposed law, the parties to suoh into .... 
marriages should be required to register them by 
.ome suoh prooedure as is applied to marriages 
under Aot III of 1872. 

N. G. CHANDAVARlrAR, 
President, Social Seroic. League. 

SELF·DETERMINATION AND THE 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 

FOR a long time time plans for tbe establishment 
of an organisation with the object· of settling 
international disputes by means other than war 
are In the air, and while many were yet sceptioal 
about a praotical applioation being given to Presi
dent Wilson's idea, the covenant of the Leagu. 
of Nations is being discussed in the Peace 
Congres8 and will soon be ratified by th., 
Allied conntries. The oredil of pushing on thi", 
idea whioh, a'VOn if partially .uccessCul, promia .. 
to trasCorm tile whole of tbe international Bystem, 
oartainly belon •• &0 Dr. Wilson. II was ha who 
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first emphasised that the peace of the world de
pended not upon certain bargains being negotiated 
between the contending powers, in which case the 
foundation of the peace would be very unstable, 
but upon the final settlement being e.sentially fair 
and just. Unless the problems are dealt with .. in 
a spirit of unselfish and unbiased justice," he 
declared, .. with a view to the wishes, the natural 
oonnections, the racial aspirations, the s-ecurity 
and the peace of mind of the peoples involved, no 
permanent peace will have been attained. . .. 
Whatever affects the peace, affects mankind, and 
nothing settled by militarY force, if settled wrong, 
ie settled at all. It will presently have to be 
reopened." If, therefore, wars are to bEr preven ted 
in the future, the arrangements to be made at the. 
conclusion of the present war must be suoh as can 
be equitably maintained for all time. Thus he 
introduoed ethics into intemational politics and 
lifted them to a higher plane-so high indeed that 
his oonstruotive idealism wit!! generally regarded 
as visionarY by hard-headed people. 

. How far will the central idea of Mr. Wilson 
be carried out by the intemational machinery to 
be set up by the covenant? To what extent are 
Mr. Wilson's sentiments refleoted in its artioles? 
"'There shall be no annexations, no contributions, 
no punitive damages. Peoples are not to be hand
ed about from one sovereignty to another by an 
international conference, or an understanding bet
ween rivals and antagonists, National aspira
tions must be respected; peoles may now he domi
nated and governed only by their own consent. 
• Self-determination' is not a mere phrase. It is 
an imperative priI1ciple of action, which states
men will henceforth ignore at their peril." Such 
were his sentiments. How are they to be made 
realities? It is proposed to divide the colonial 
possessions of the derelict empires into three 
groups according to their fitness for self-govern
ment. Those whioh are sufficiently advanced in 
oivilisation and material resources so as to dispense 
with outside help will be recognised forth
witb as independent states. There will be some 
others .. defioient in the qualities of statehood," 
to ,use the phrase of General Smuts's pam
phlet, and though .. they are perhaps capable of 
internal autonomy, they will in one degree or 
another require tbe guiding hand of some external 
authority to steady their administration." Again 
there will be other cases where" autonomy in any 
real sense will be out of the que.tion and the ad
mini.tration would have to be undertaken to a 
very large extent by some external authority." 
The external authority is to be seleotedby the 
League of Nations, though .. the wishes of these 
cOlI!-munities muet be a prin<lipal consideration" 
in its seleotion, and its precise authority defined; it 
is to render an account of its trust to the League 
every year, which is to see that its mandate is 
carried out. General Smuts is more explicit in 
regard to his proposals as to the ohoice of the 
mandatarY Power; for he says that the nomina
tion of a particular state .. should be conditioned 
by giving the peoples in question the right to state 
a preference as to the Power which should be 
given the madatory duty," and he also states that 
in each oase of mandate ... the League should issue 
a speoial Aot or oharter clearly setting forth the 
polioy which the mandatary will have to follow 
in that territory." It must be reoognised that this 
i. a satisfactory arrangement so far a. it goe., 
and infinitely better than the present oolouial 
polioy whioh openly subordinates the interests of 
the subject people to those of the rulers. 

Bu' doe. this go far enough? Is it not the 

principle of self· determination to be made applio
able to the colonies ot the Allied nations? Did· 
Mr. Wilson mean his doctrine to be so one-sided as 
thi.? Indian. will excla.im in wondermen t. For 
their hopes have been .timulated by Mr. Wilson's 
inspiring addresse.,and the helief is widely oherish
ed that the world is to be cast anew on the line. laid' 
down by him. Tho.e who entertained suoh hopes· 
will he bitterly disappointed, for there is not a 
word in the covenant whioh indioates the likeli
hood of self-determination being extended in its 
.cope. Nor doe. Mr. Wilson. to do him justice, 
.eem ever to have intended such an extension .. 
The question of giving people a choice to deter
mine their own allegiance arose oaly in oonnedoU: 
with the oolonies of the enemy oountries, whose 
large empires had been broken up in the war, and' 
there i. nothing to show in Mr. Wilson's speeohes
that he intended the.e glorious dootrines for any 
but the colonial po •• essions of the enemy. That the 
covenant does not contemplate the enforoement 01 
.elf-determination in the case of Ireland, Egypt or' 
India is clear from the fact that in the pam
phlet of General Smuts, whioh seems to form 
the basss of the covenant, the British Empire 
itself is likened to a League of Nations-" the only 
embryo League of Nations, because it is ba.ed on 
the tnle principle of national freedom and politi
cal decentralisation." Indeed, he ·says that the· 
mandatary Power is to enroise it. authority as 
the British Empire i. exeroising in the ca.e of its. 
dependencie.. .. The minor constituents of the· 
Empire, consisting of crown colonies, protector
ates, and territories. " ale administered or look
ed after by the individual principal constituent 
states referred to, just a. it is here ( in the·League 
of Nations) proposed that tho Powers .hould under
the League look after the autonomous undevelop
ed territorie.... Even President Wilson does not· 
appear to have cherished the ambition to recon· 
struct the whole world on a new basis, but to have 
meant to give only a limited application to the· 
doctrine of self·determination of nations. It may 
well be asked why the principle should not be ex
tended in its scope; and it will not be easy for the 
Allied Powers to give a satisfactol'Y answer. Count 
Hertling, for his own purposes, asked the question 
last year and put Engla.nd in a rather tight plac~. 
The claim put in by General Smuts that .ffe~t I.S 
already given in the British Empire to the prmcI
pie which is now proposed to be applied to 
the enemy coleni ... oannot of course be allowe~ 
as ju.t and valid. While therefore we are enti
tled to demand the extension of Mr. Wilson'. 
dootrine to our case, his .peeches hardly 
warrant the inferenoe that he had meant that 
the destiny of the peoples now subject to the 
Allies would be settled in accordance with 
that principle. The English Labour party has 
made such a demand, but it is wEll to rememher 
that the application demanded by them i~ of a . re
.tricted .scope. In a statemen t on thiS subJeot 
Mr. Hender.on said :-" Further, the Labour party 

, accepts the principle of self determination for all 
peoples, and believes that this can be seoured for 
Egypt and India by a rapid extension of self-go'!
eming institution. on Dominion lines." 0!1 thiS 
theory then India will be treated on a footmg <!f 
nations falling within the seoond oategory, and If 
England is made the manda.ta.ry Power, one does 
not know what the mandate will be. There will be 
the great advantage, of course, of l:Iaving access ~o 
an international tribunal, but thiS advantage IS 
denied to us by the soheme now put forward. 

. S. G. V. 
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M& DEY ADHAR IN ENGLAND. 
The Loudon correapondnt of tbe TitJIU 0/ IfldiA .ay. in 

-ilil leiter dated Jan. 9 0-

: lIa. G. K. D&VADBAB ICOJed. aucce88 in hi. addr •• to 
\be AeaociatiOD of Head.miBtrealee .t Uuivenit.y College tad 
Frid.y OD the toducatiOD of tbe women in India. Be carried 
the audience with him in hi. declaration of the urgem DeeM
oily for • holder IDd more liberal policy OD the pan of tbe 
Goyernment and for 1DOI'8 etreD.UOD8 effort. OD the part of hi, 

-eounCrymea. IIi •• AshwoRb announced ber complete COD" 
veraioD to tbt' policy of oompullory free educatio» in India, 
while tbe vetefJon Mn. Fawcett emphasised tbe fact that; lb.e 
preHnt i. a time of great hope for the womeo of India. I 
-may menlioo that Mr. DeYadbar bad a etreDuoU~ time in th. 
liortb iD tbe lut two or tbree .... k. of the old year. At 
M ... hester be took tb. opponaDily to ol .. ely investigate the 
-.cling and other ae1iYitiel of the oo--operatiye movement.. 
At York bo etudied the welfare work carried on in connection 
with the Qowntree factoriee. Be' b&f been imprMle-d by the 
large CODcerns FUn by tbe Co-operative Wbolesale Society, .. 
affording evIdence of the practical capacity of the working 

-aI .. s people of lhi. CO.Day to give effect 10 tbsir dream. of 
lOCiaham. iu a constructive way. Att.he Indian Conference 

·at llkley, wbich ie intended to be aD aunual gat.bering. Mr. 
Devadhar Bpoke on tbe co-operative movemBnt in India Tbe 
-confercnce ... attended by about 50 Indiana of both Bexelt 
moetly etudent., and ill objecte are to promote lOCial inter· 

.eourae among Indian men and wome~ resident beret to fOlter 
• llpirit of national solidarity, and a proper apprt!ciation of 
Indian culture, its progre88 and lrobleml. Mr. Devadbar 
.. pend. the ned few days in Irelan • 

The 8&018 cone_pondent laya io hia letter of Jan. 23 :
Following tbe example of tbe Chief of Ichalkaranji 00 

-1U.a Tiait here in pre-war da,., Mr. Devadbar b .. beeD closely 
ill.eetigating [n Ireland tbe working of tbe co-operative move 
meat, and in palticular tbe .aluable ..mea of Plunkett 

H ....... iDaogorated by Sir Honce, to .. hom IIr; Deftdhar had 
the privilege of poying hi. r .. peele before he left f,. 
America. IIr. Devadh&r .1.0 met Lord lIoD!eagle, II •• 
George Russell ("A. E."), Sir James La Touche, Dr. Jou 
PoUe .. ( .. ho .... of the grete.t help to him during hi. _ 
day.' ltay at Belfast) and many others. At Dublin, Bani ... 
eartby, Belfast, Li8buro, Omagh .Dd Portedo.... be ';sited 
the co-operative organization., industrial ooncerns, techDical 
scbool., etc. Owing to hi. many engagemeDts here Ibe visit 
wa. abor&, and Ifr. Dev.dbar hopes to make anotber trip to 
Ireland ltefore hie return to Poona. 

INDIA'S WAR FINANCE. 
AND 

veST-WAR VRf)BLEMS. 
BT Prof. V. G. Kale, JI. A-

The book luoidly reviews the administration 
of Indiau finance during war time and clearly 
brings out the great. servicas rendered and eacri
ficas made by this country for the suooessful pro: 
Beoution of the war to ·a viotorious issue. It 
describes the efi'etc8 of the war upon Indian 
finance, currency, exchange, trade -and banking 
and points out in what directions urgent reforms 
are oalled for in view of the requirement .. of the 
country's progress in the era of reoonstruction and 
rapid development. Ever, student of publio ques
tions and of Indian Economics ought W buy a 
oopy. Cloth bound Rs. 2. 

eopies may be bad of leading booksellers 
and tbe Aryabbnshan I'ress, Poona, aDd 
Bombay Vaibhav I'ress, Bombay. 

Ramchandra Govind &: Son. , 
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INDIAN eURRENey AND BANKING VRf)BLEMS 
By MOHAN LAL TANNAN, II. COli., (Birmingham), BAR-AT-LAW, F. R. & 8. 

Lecturer in Banking, 8ydenham College of Commerce and EC07IOI7IU:8, Bombay. 
AliD . 

_ KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B_ A., B. So. (Eoon. London), BAB-AT-LAW. 
Professor of Economic8, Maharajah's College, Mllsore. 

Crown Ootavo. Nioely bound, Gold-lettered, nearly 350 Pages with IndeL Prica Rs. 5. 
GtlVERNANeE eF INDIA Price Rs. 3. 

By KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B. A., B. so. (Eoon., London ), BAR-AT·LAW. 
Professor nf Economics, Maharajah's College, MYBore. 

( I ) Higher Accounting With Auditing Notes. 
Offioially reoogIlized by the Government of Mysore for use in Colleges and Sohools of Commeroo 

and reoommended as a text to the Students of the Premier College of Commerce in India. 
A book speoially written for the use of Professional Aooounta.ncy .tudents as well 

tants, Legal Pl'aotitionera a.nd Businessmen Prioe Be. 6-8. 
(2) Elements oflndian Mercantile Law. 

Reoognized and Reoommended as a text-book by the Government Acoountancy Diploma 
Board, as well asby the Premier College of Commerce for the University, Commeroial and Aooontanoy 
Ezaminations Specially writtell for tM U&J of .. Commerce" and .. Accountancy" studente as well as 
that of Businessmen and Aooountant&. Rs. 6-S~. 

( 3) Business t)rganlzation. An excellent book for the use of studente of oommerce and 
businessmen, parlioularly those in charge of the management of large euterprises such as Publio 
Companies, Mill AgenoieB, eto. 

( In Presa. Ezpec&ed to be out shortly.) Prica Rs. (). net. 
Twentieth eentury English-Marathi Dictionary:-Pronouncing Etymolo

gical, Literary, Scientific and Technical by N. B. Ranade, B. A. 2 vols. half Morrocco bound. Rs.25. 
. Shah and Hail's (Profs.) Guide to Economics-In form of question and answer 

"'fIr! useful to students of Economics. Rs. lI. 
Shah's (Prof.) Guide to Indian Administration.-Very ;useful to Inter

mediate Arts students. Rs. 1-lI-Q. 
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Pages 1~1. Price Re. 1. 
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DELHI CONGRESS & CONFERENCES 
'TUE J1\NUARY NUMBER 

THE INDIAN REVIEW 
To enaEle the huey reader to get a bird's eye view of the 

Congress, the Conferencps, the CODventioDs and the LeaguE'S 
beld not only at Delhi but in different PlUtS of India in Dec~ 
!..mber last, the H IlJdiun Review U for January ·gives brief ac~ 

Juots of the following gatherings :-

The Indian N Btiooal Congresa 
The Moslem League 
The Muslim EducationAl Conference 
The Industrial Conference 
!rh. AU·lndia Chri.:ian Conferen •• 
The Hindu Conference 
Temperance Conference 
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The Cow Conference 
The Press AI80ciation of India 
Common Language Conference 
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The Students' Convention 
AU-India Medical Conference 
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Social Service Conference 
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and Bel •• tioDs from the papers prepared for tb. various Con- . 
ferencel. 

Oontains 23 Portraits and Illmtratio7UI. 
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Now Is tbe opportuDity lor Novel Re.ders 
A NEW NOVEL .. MYSTERIES OF PARIS" 
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EOGEN6 SOE 
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Complete in 1 volume Price He. 1-0-0 and for other Novels 
( bold type Editions) Calalo!'u •• fro. on application. 
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Mrs. Annie Besant, in two P&rts, Popular Hinduism 
Ind Philosophic HinduiBm . ... ~ 
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C E ClitiA "..,. 
H ACTINA CURES DEAFNE SS, 
g Not mertly improvet tile 8enfl8 of hpori ng tf.mpo 

I 
r.rily as do Ht'ctruvhones, ElLr Drum", etc. but really 
cures the difl~aE!e permanently. Tho 8f'C18t of Actinaa' 
luccet. i. tbat it removel the caule of the disease and 
'bat i. where it differ. from 811 o,her Ireatm('a.ti. 

The principal C&Ule of Dtoafne .. i. ClI.tarrh.l,ln
:flammalion of tbe tbroat aDd middlf!', ear and uotH chi, ill 
removed the bearing cannot lie radored. Tbe pow:erful 
vapour. eluanating froID Actioa inhalt·d through the 
mouth and nostril. I\od Bpptif'd to the eye, courae 
through t.he delicate nerveS and blood.veeseh, removing 
Congestion IItimula l ing and invigorating Bnd reetoring 
the orgaos to their normal healthy activity. 
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entitled U Prof. WiI,on', Treatile 00 Diae".e" contain· 

l
ing n.eful b .. lth advl •• and full Partieula" of onr Con
ditional Trial Offer. post rree on r~ue8t. Write to.day 
to Rai 8. S_ Bbandari, II. A., B.t.la (ludia.) 
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Short Stories Rs. l 
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bound in oloth. 
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