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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

AFTER the Joint Strike Committee had forwarded their
joint demands to Bombay mill-owners
there was a good opportunity for
the latter to give a detailed reply
and allay suspicions. Instead of this they raised
technical objections about the constitution of the
Strike Committee and refused to meet any but the
aocredited representatives of registered trade-unions,
This is hardly diplomatic in the present condition
of general labour unrest all over India. When the
mill-owners know that only 2 or 3 p. ¢. of the textile
!abourers in Bombay have joined registered unions
it seems to be the height of perversity to refuse to
meet the representatives of unregistered unions. It
is not surprising therefore that the leaders of labour
regard this as tantamount to a refusal to negotiate
and the_ situation is further complicated by the -fact
that picketting has- been resorted to to stop all
. classes of workers from sttending mills. In a state-
ment issued to the public the mill-owners complain
that their'. attitude towards the workers has been
grossly misrepresented. They emphagize the faoct
that they have avoided a cut in wages although in
every other part of the world wages in the textile
industry have‘ been pubstantially reduced. At s
of general reduetion of costs labour eannot
escape the effects of this process and in view of the
9ompet1t19n from Japan they -maintain that the
industry in Bombay would be ruined if it deliberato-
ly goes on paying the same high wages as before.
The most essential thing therefore in the interests
of the industry is, according to them, the reduction of
the working costs, Now one may sympathize with
the mill-owners for the eritical condition in which
they find themselves, but one can never excuse sheer
cussedness in tackling one of the most delicate
situations that have arisen during the last few years,
L ] » L 4 .

Mill=cwners'
Obstinacy.

t

y

THE Maharashtra Provineial Conference under the

Soci IIR tion= 4. .
ryil:m. enc tings in Poona last week under the
dra Bose, whose aid was summoned for the purpose
of allaying mutual jealousies of the two sections of
Congressmen led by Messrs. N. C. Kelkar and 8. M.
Paranjpe. In the Confarence itself however there

Congress Constitution held its sit- -

presidentship of Babu Subash Cban- -

was not much controversy over political issues. '.I;'he :
real bone of eantention was the resolution regarding
anti-untouchability campaign, and the contention on

this point was not between pro-change and no-change
leaders, who were absolutely united on the question,
b'ilt between some youthful no-changers and everybody
else,

The Conference first passed a resolution in

favour of divoroing religion from politics and under |

its cover insisted on excluding the question of
Hindu-Moslem unity and abolition of untouchability
from its purview. The real reason for giving the

go-byve to the latter resolution is the establishment .
the other dey of a Bocial Equality League, whose |
avowed object is to bring about sooial equality bet-

ween the untouchsbles and other eastes, in the house

of Mr, Tiiek by his sons, who are keen social reform- '

ers. This gave great umbrageto Mr. Kelkar and others, _

who felt that the new institution was really an

attack on their own conservatism. They were so

enraged at the Tilak brothers, so to say, bearding the

lion in his own den that they determined to give no
place whatever to the campaign against untouchabi-
lity in their own political propagands. Others also
were glad of this excuse to cover up their social reac-

tionaryism and they too joined with Mr, Kelkar and °

his Responsivist friends in keeping politics clesr of
social reform. Only a few of the young no-changers.
revolted, but they were in such sn overwhelming

minority that they had no alternative but to leave -

the Conference after protesting against the unconsti-
tutional character of the proceedings.
tional certainly they were inasmuch as a Provincial

Conference has no right to go behind the National

Congress. The deletion of the anti-untowchability

propaganda does not of course make much- practical :-
difference, for anyhow the Maharashtra leaders

would have made no propaganda, but the formal dele-

Unconstitu- '

tion only helps to show the extremist leaders of -

Masharashtrs in their true ocolours of unredeemed -

gocial reaction.

* - *

THE third snnual sitting of the Hyderabad State

Subjects Conference passed off very..

Hyderabad Poli~ guccessfully last week.in Poona. .
tical Conference. Thanks to the repressive policy of the -

Nizam, this sitting, 1ike the previous .

ones,. had to be held beyond the borders of the

Nizam’s dominions, there being a striot ban on: all

meetings, whether polifical or social, religious or
secular, and becaupe it had to be -held eutside the
Btate, the majority (_)f the participants were naturally
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British Indian subjects in sympathy with the aspira-
tions and the grievances of the subjscts of Hyderabad.
It was well therefora that the name of the Conference
was changed from Hyderabad 8tate Subjects Confe-
rence into Hyderabad Political Conferenca, but as
it was, a fair number of the Nizam's subjects took
part in the deliberations of the Conference, which. is
thus entitled to claim that it correct!
views of the Njzam's subjects as a whole, Tha credit
for organizing this Conference goes wholly to Mr.
Raghavendra Rao Sharma, who was expelled from
the State by the Nizam nearly three years ago. Those
two facts, viz, that the Conference was brought
about by an externee outside Hyderabad, the, leading
part therein being taken by malcontents in British
India. would—ordinerily- go far to discredit the
qnovement, In this case, however, the discredit is

exclusively the Nizam's and the credit of those who |

crganizad and took part in the Conference. For the
Pproceedings were characterized throughout by a keen
sense of responsibility, as will be seen from the
speech of the President, Mr. N, C. Kelkar, which
indeed erred very much on the side of moderation, and
from the resolutions which only asked for abeginning

‘being made in responsible self-government by free |

play being given to popular criticism, and as a firgt
stop to this criticism it was urged that annual
-departmental reports and other official literature be
made available to, the public on payment. Could
anything be more reasonable than this very modest.
demand ? One of the resolutions that were adopted
stated that H, E, H. the Nizam's Government, in
their memorandum fo the Buller Committes, still
claimed for the Nizam, in spite of Lord Reading's
dispatch of 26th March 1926, the status of an inde-

pendent potentate and, entering its protest against it, |

asserted the British Government’s right of inter-
ference 1in internal affairs which the Conference

urged should be rigorously exercised in the interests |

of the subjects in cases of gross misrule. The Confe-

rence suggested that in such cases a fiat should nof go. '

forth against any particular prince,but his. misdeeds
shouid be brought home to him before an indepen-
dent tribunal, the prince concerned being given access
. to all the relevant papers. Indian Princes themselves
will support this demand, but whether they will
support the rider to this we do not know, viz, that the
suhjects also should be allowed to tender evidence in
support of the charges of misrule and that official

papers should be placed at their disposal. It is to ba |

hoped that before long the Conference will be enabled

to hold a session in Hyderabad itself—without

zecourse to satyagraha, '
*

% *,

IT will be remembered that some time ago Mr. L. R.
L Phadnis suggested in these eolumns
Law and Libarty. the holding of a conference of

lawyers for the purpose of consider- |

ing how civil liberfy could bast ba seoured from the

-encroachments of the bureaucracy. This suggestion |
wag favourably reeoived by the general public and |

evoked, we. understand, enthusiastic support from
soms leaders, which led the looal members of the bar
to take it up in right earnest, with the result that a
conferencs was actualiy erganized in Poona last
week. Only the lawyers assembled did not consider
the question of guarantees of eivil 1iberty as proposed
by Mxr. Phadnis, but for the most part the privileges
of their own profession.
turn which was eventually given to this meeting
and in a sense we are glad, for it is not our belief, as
it may be of some others, that lawyers are the best
defenders of: liberty.” Oa the oontrary the lawyer
<class, appaaling a8 it always doss to precedent and
tradition, is usually so conservative. . and hostile to
change that we would hesitate very much to ‘make

represents the |

We are not suprised at the. |

| the legalist the palladium of our liberties. A law-

yer's technioal concern has rarely made him proteo-

tor of resl liberty, only a protector of law. And the

two things ara by no means synonymous, for, it is

well said, law is “always bashind the times and liber-

ty is always ahead of the times.”
_ LN . »

THE latesk Anglo-Egyptian * incident * is typioal

of the relations existing between the

two countries. Egypt, a8 is well
known, has been practically an in-
dependent country since tie present dyrasty (in

1805 ) came into power, though under & more or less

shadowy Turkish sugerainty. To end thelatter even

technically, Ezyptin 1914 was on acoount of the War
declared a British Proteotorate, the reigning Khedive
deposed and another member of the famiiy appointed
owing to much post-war trouble in the ‘Proisctorate’

| Sultan by the graoe of Britain. In 1922 Britain

terminated the Protactorate and the t1en raigning

Sultan was proclaimed king, the British Dasoclaration

reading : * The British Protectorate ovar Egypt is

terminated and Egypt is declared to he an indepen-
dent poversign Stata”., As a matier of fact,
nothing was. changed, but the wverbal expres-
sions, and on theples of “reservations” neoces-

~ sitated by Egypt's strategio position and England’s

trustaeship, the old tutelage continued and eoatinues

qnite unchanged, * pending the conclusion of a treaty
of Alliance " Such a treaty, acceptable to Egypt or

| acceptable to Britain, has often been drafted; but no

treaty hag yet seen thelight of day, acoeptable to both

countries. In the meantime the cat-and-mouse game
is played : Egyptians are trying to govern them-
selves, but as soon as an essential point is reached,
which proves inconvenient to Britain, the latter
" employs an argument which has so far never yet
failed: some men-of-war are ordered from Malta..
to Alexandria and Porst Ssid. This argument has once.
more been employed last week and with the usual
sucesss. Bub one wonders, what would have happen-
ed, if the Watanist Party had had its way and Egyph.
bad stuck to its, p.int, “ letting foree deo whai ik
wants . The Custom Houses no doubt would have
been soized and Egypt blockaded, For how long,

- one wonders, if only Egypt had. stood firm?

Obviously Britain would soon encugh have found ita

position untsnable—even more so than it did when ik

tried fo govern the country directly. - In fact, becausa
it found thse task impossible—and nof foxany idealistio:

' reason we are afraid-—-she gave it up and has tried.
since 1922 the indirect method. Ifall really comes..
to this today. that neither will England goverm

. Egypt nox will she allow Egypt to goverm henself :
a patently immoral position, but one whiok apparemb-

1y is exacily after the heazt of Loxd Bickenh:ad who

. has just ( on the 1st insh. ) af the, * Ladies’ Imperial:

Club” made & “ nexer, never” speach on the subjeet im;

hig most truculent. vein, But has Mr, MaeDonid really

fallen sa low, as.to desarve sll the ﬂaﬁhm;,ng Eomd-:
oy ORIk

Egypt.

~ pliments paid. to him on the . oceasion
" Birkenhesd ? ‘

», - &,

HowEVER much it 'might suit some people ta bg.-
_ " little the strength of Indian opposi-
Prof. Webster on tion, to the Simon Commission, no
ndian Situation. one who lopks af;, the sitzation with
" unprejudiced eyes can fail to be ima
pressed by it. Prof, W, C. Webster af any rate who
was recently in Indis is in no doubtas to the reality
of India's indignation at the exolusion of Indians.
from the personnel of the Commiszion. Whak. haa.
struck him forcibly is the fact that while everything

was done to secure the co-operation of all British
politioal parties in ils work, nothing was done to
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operation deponds the tuvcessful Wworking of  any
soheme of a-nstitutional advante that may be evolw- |
ed by the Commission. Not only thab, but when]
some Indisns took the trouble to go over to England
with a view to acquaint the India Offics with the ]
- venl egftostion in this oountry, they " wwers’
given mo entry into the final 2eponitory of
wisdom upon Indian matters.” Thers iz however
nothing surprising in this, sering that the India
Council itseif were told about the decisions of
Government only & week before the rest of the world,
The official excuse for failure to conzalt the Assem-
‘bly beforehand is, according to Prof. Webster, that
even if it had been faken into confidenos, agreement
would hava been sn impossibility. But Prof. Webster
tefuses to take for granted what was ¢apable of olear .
demonstration. In hisopinion, two things are re- |
wponsible for the slight offered to Indian opinon: (1) ;
'“the strange attempt to turn administrators into poii ]
ticians ” and {2) the anomslous position of the Cent- |
tal Legisiature. But the root of the trouble is to be
found in ths fact that * too much power over Tndia
#till remainm in the hands of the Seeretary of State
and thset British interests still eount for too much
in decisions aboeut India.” India has always protested
against this; but her protests have fallen on deaf
ears,
» - L
IX commenting last week on the statoment of the
i Uader 8ooretary of State for India
Honest Dividends? that many of the State-owned
mines in India supplied coal to
- rajlways which was not charged for, weassumed that
the favoured railways were ail owned and worked by
the Stste itself. If,however, any of the failwaysin
question happen to be those worked by companies
the matter assumes & still more serious aspect ami
that is that the Free supply of coal to such
railways would amount to putting more monies into
the pooketw of these Brifisk companies as surplus
profits than they are entitled to. Wo have siresdy
bhod exporience of a similar occurrence of railway
companies being paid monies to which they wers not
legitimately entitled. This was during the Great
‘War when owing to the dificulty of obtaining rail-
way material for repairs, maintenance and renewals
from England, working ezpenses were very much
lower than they would otherwise have been and s a
consequence railway companies were paid a larger
shara of purplus profits than was due to them. This
point was brought forward by Mer. X, C. Neogy on
Maroh 13,1923, daring the discussion of the railway
demands in the Legislative Assembly. In replying
to Mr. Neogy, the Member for Commerce and Rail-
ways said -— ‘ ,

“ T think we all admit that the methods adopted during
the war were unwise mathods and we are paying for them
now., We ars all perfevtly consclons that during the war
we shosld not have paid awzy thess large sums as, ..
surplus. profits to the companies ... The only two points
which seem to mo relevant as the moment ars these, In
the first placs it is no use erylng over spilt milk and it is
no use trying to revovet thie money from the share.
holders. The othor poins ie that {t fs up to us to ses that
we do not make this mistake in the matter again. *

Apart from the characterigtically bureancratio
way of admitting even so glaring a mistake,
for one such mistake which sees the light of
duy, there might be, for aught we know, ten
others which do not ecome' to the public notice;
and if the contingency referred to above turns
out to be a faot, it will furnish one’ more in-
stanoe of the inoapacity of our ‘experts’ to avoid mis-
takes which work tothe benefit of foreign interests at

~ ¢HE SERVART OF INDIA,

. meet tho wishes of politisnl India, upon whome vo- |-

L ~ INDIA IN 1926-27. &
THIS annunl staterrent prepared by Mr. Contmsd for
presentation te Parlisment fs us twsusl 4 maxterly
suminary of the Awpponings in India it all the départ .
ments of aotivitiespolitico-sconomis, social ve welk:
ss medioal. The pariod unfortunately sommencels -
with Hindu Muslim antagonitm going %o the length
of merious rioting. My, Coatman’s presentatioh
of the psychology behind these displays of ecuts
autsgonism is substantially just. It is impossible
to doubt, he Bays, that His Exe¢ellency Lord
Irwin's speech at the Chelmsford Club ghirred.
the ecohscience of all who Eincerely desired. ah.
improvement: in the =state of HinduwMusliih ré-
lations. As a result suggestions wers mado for &.
Round Table Confersnce which did not matetializs,.
parily because thé members of the Assembly. did neé.
believé that the times were propitious for such a Con-
ferenoe and paxflly bacduse the Governmiént through
the Home Member declarsd themselded against thsé-
Oonference or even a éommittee of ehquiry. But ths-
suggestioan made by Mr. Coatman that men of stand-
ing of both the ¢communities did not do their duty of
influencing their neighbours in the right way and.
that thay 8id not translate their protestations of goods-
will into action is hardly just to the real loaders whe-
have left ne stone unturned to bring about a
reconoiliation. The réal remedy; according to him, i
that the best mett of both the communities in tha-
Legislaturas should work for the good of all India.
wholeheatiedly and comniunal parties should bs
made to give way to real politicsl - parties based -on.
prinoiples, bo which one ean say only ayeé |

Coming fo pdlitick &uring the yeaf, emphasis 14
1aid o fhre fact that Indian politiesl 1ifd is far from
bolng esmprised in the doings of the Assembly and
the Couneill of Stats. Even with the #dvantages of 4.
supsrior organization the Swarajists ard desoribad as.
having lost ground both in the Arsembly and in
Provincial Councils, Itis worth noting that very-
few Muslim candidates stood for election under any:
other Iabel than the communal éne with ths resulé:
that In the Assembly thoy sat Bs dn unorzanized
group and that all other groups exoopt the Swarajista.
organized theniselves as the ‘Nationalist party’. Thé
dabandonmaent by ths Swaraj party of the  walk-out:
policy and thefr willingness tJ mcquiesed In' the.
formation of ministries in provinces §3 togarded as &
proof positive that tha * Councilg have beateri the-
eaucud, ”  Bul because the country hag -slready pro- -
nounced against the Gauhati resolution by mainkaind.
ing dyarchy in every province it is wrong to suppose;.
as Mr, Coatman does, that public opinion regardd
Dyarchy as & beneficent institution. Indeed ail tha
parties except the Swaraj party ought to be thanked
for making the best of 4 bad bargain, Thete i8
hothing very striking in the account of the Delhf
gession of the Assembly given in the Report ; but tha
general undercurrent of thought is that the Govern<
ment of India Iike the King can' do no wrohg. I
| the mauter of the Ratio Biil 'Si¥ Basil' Blackett ix

the expense of Indian interests:

' simply loaded with fulsome praises.
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_ Talking of the agriculturists’ welfare the Report
trots out the ald-fashioned (‘urzoman test that the
multiplication of the third class passengers on the
sailways is an indication of prosperity. - Now every
Indian who comes in actual contact with thaese
passengers knows full well that this is not so. The
Report says that investigations pursued in' Bombay
have yielded the result that the average income per
head works out at Rs. 100; so far as we are aware
the most liberal computation has given only Rs. 60
®s per capita income. With respeect to medical re-
gearch -we acknowledge the increasing assistance
given by Government for this purpose and the result
is an improvement of sanitary conditions and - public
health but it should be remembered that the progress
is exceedingly slow.

This year & separate chapter is assigned exclusi.
woly to finance for the resson that some of the
most important problems confrontmg the Govern-
ment of Indis are problems of finance and these are
likely to retain their eminent position for the next
fow years. This is es it ought to be ; we hope it is
more clearly realized by all interested in the welfare
of India that good or bad finance would be the galva-

tion or ruination of Indis. Comparing the outlook

in 1926~27 with that of 1923 when Sir Basil Blackett
presented his first Budget it is & marvel how, after
remitting orores of rupees of provineial eontributions,
the Budget should have been balanced and the Indian
Government should have been able to borrow st
cheaper rates than the British Government. The
offect of the separation of the Railway Budget from
the General Budget is that the Indian taxpayer is
now assured of a regular and growing contribution
in relief of taxation. The Budget of 1927-28, by re-
mitting & total sum of Rs. 125 lakhs of provineial
contributions, gave & great relief to most of the
provinces which had put aside schemes of develop-
ment for want of money. A still further relief
given to the provinces was a reduction in the
interest charges for the money borrowed by them
from the Central Government. The Budget of 1927-
2% proposed to finance the entire capital programme
smounting to Rs. 27 erores and to redeem  maturing
debt, with less than Rs. 10 crores of new money and
it did not contemplate any external loan, The
suscessful issue of & loan at 4 p. e, which however
gsve 434 p. o..on account of a lower issue price, was
an indication of the high point at which the ecredit
of the Government of India stood during the year,
The Report recognizes the Iimportance of the
problem of Indians overseas by devoting a large
space to its treatment. The principal grievances of
the Indian settlers in the Empire have been the
_ denial of their right to the franchise and the condi-
tions under which they are allowed to retain domi-
cile, their right to hold land and enjoy trading facili-
ties and escape from compulsory segregation.  The
delegates to the Tmperial Conference of 1921 agreed
to a resolution which admitted the claim of the
Indians to equality of citizenship. At the Imperial
Conference of 1923 Sir T. B. Sapru pleaded powerfully
for an examination of the position of Indians i in the

cdl:m-ies by a Committee appointed by the Govern-

| ment of India. The work of the Committse did much,

we aretold, to abate the bitterness which existedin the
relationsbetwoeen different settlers in Xenya;thers id,
however, little warrant for that statement. As a result
of the Habibullah deputation a settlement has been
arrived at with South Africa, which has been on the
whole well received in India. The Report says that
the majority of people in both countries regard the
settlement as a good first step in the solution
of & complioated problem. During the year the
Indians seftled in Australia were admitted to more
of the privileges enjoyed by the white inhabitants.
The question of the fixation of a standard minimum
wage for Indian lsbourers in Ceylon has been
gettled by an agreement between the two Govern-
ments, On the guestion of India’s defence -Mr,
Coatman is satisfied that expenditure even on
the most vital military services has now been pruned
to the sap. Tt is a pity to find him indulging in the
ususl trick of comparing per capita costs of defence
in India and in England in order to. prove that the
former are & negligible quantity, '

A separate chapter examines the system of
Dyarchy According to Mr. Coatman, the dyarchic
system has ridden out the various storms which be-
get it and that the ship of state has progressed
some distance towards ‘her appointed = goal.
The description of law and order, one of the most
important of the Reserved Departments, follows as a
part of the general system of dyarchy, The typical
problem of the Indian police is rnot concerned with
the sophisticated crime in the cities but of securing to
the dwellers of the widespread and remote rural areas
profection and security. During 1926 serious crime
showed the smallest figure of any in the past five
years. The Report states however that during
1926-27 Communism in India has been both more
active and more vocal than in the preceding year.
The Chinese disturbances have been made the
fulorum by the Communists to attack Great Britain
as the foe of liberty, Coming to the Transferred
Departments it is admitted that insuperable cbstacles
lay in the path of dyarchy at the time of the in-
suguration of reforms. The predominant activity of
the Transferred half of Government has been in the
subject of local self-government. While giving the
higtory of local self-government, Mr. Coatman says
that Lord Ripon’s well-meant attempt in this direc-
tion did not produce the results for which the Indian
Government looked, But he conveniently forgets that
the whole scheme was nullified by the bureaucracy’s
attempt 10 have its finger in the pie everywhere and
to keep the whole system under its own tutelage.
The failure of local bodies is attributed to want of
financial assistance and to party and communal
feuds. In spite of this the Report unfolds a tale of
substantial progress in administration of ilocal
affairs. It is undeniable that conditions of public
health have improved. After reviewing education
in all its branches the Report says that the Ministers
take a deep and earnest interest in this laudable
work and do much with the funds and machinery ak
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“their disposal. :

The Report has a good word to say about cottage-
industries in India. These industries do not proaper
because the artisan is unwilling to make suitable
improvements owing to his indebtedness. One of the
great needs is 8 central trading organization.
Co-operation, it says, can relieve srtisans by provid-
ing losps on small interest, by purchasing raw
materials and tools and by arranging to sell the
finished produot. '

The Report is an excellent narrative, but judeing
from the opinions expressed it does not appear that
Mr. Coatman gyropathizes with Indian aspirations.
His thesis apparently is under the Government.of
India as it is, everything is for the best in the best of
all possible worlds.

THE PADROADO:

THE recent news about thesettloment of the Padroado
guestion is not only of vital importance to all
Catholics in India, but does not lack those elements
either which render it of more general interest,
Padroade means in Portuguese “patronage”, or to
use the technical legal term in English, “advowson”,
This term expresses the right of nominating ah in-
cumbent for the ecclesiastical office—sa right granted
by the Pope to some eminent person or institution for
some great services rendered fo the Church, S8uch a
‘right was granted by the Pope in 1557 to the Portu-
guess Crown and in exercise thereof the Catholic
bishops of the whole West Coast of Indis, as far
iniand as Trichinopoly, have hitherto had to be
appointed in oonsultation with and as approved by
the Portuguese Government. Such right of a foreign
power ( not & spiritual, but & secular power!) was
certainly exiraordinary and bound to be resented by
the British. That the latter put up with it for so
Iong is only due to the twin facts, that Portugal is
politically negligible and that England seems only
to feel happy in positions of logical inconsistency.
This Padroado however had a further conse-
quence : that of a double jurisdietion, which in effect
was very much in ecclesiastical matters what the
“capitulations”, say in Turkey, were in political. The
Governor of a Turkish Province used to be sole ruler
of all pople inhabiting the area the administration
whereof was assigned fo: him : yet that territorial
jurisdiction was broken through by the “Capitula-
tions™ which exempted foreign nationals and’ placed
these persoms under the jurisdiction of their own
Conguls, &e. Similerly, the territorial jurisdiction of,
say, an Archbishop of Bombay was broken through
by the personal juriediction which a Bishop of
Damaun had over all Catholios of Portuguese Indian
descent. The last compromise in this metter between
the Holy Bee and Portugal dates from 1886 and
provided lor similar “personal jurisdiction” also of a
“Bishop of Mylapore” as against an “Archbishop of
Madras”, with innumerable little enclaves seattered
all over India. So for fnstance there ix a Church
here in Poona ( whioh is norally under the jurisdi
ction of 8 Bishop of Poona }<<yet this one ehureh

whioh is the parish eburch of sll persoms of Portu-
guese Indian descent, is under the-jurisdiction of the
Archbishop of Gos. The pogition fs full of anomalies
and would be bound to lead to friction under any
oiroumstances : but what can be expeoted, when one

" is told that the Catholie population under Padroado

far exceeds in rumbers the population of the regular,
normal, territorial—diocesel { The whole archdiocese
of Bombay, which includes Gujerat and Sind, num-
bers only 37,199 Catholics, whilst Damaun, which
extonds to Bombay Distriet only, numbers 94,333
Catholics, according to the latest “Catholio Directory
of India." )

The outstanding fact however remains that not-
withstanding all these anomalies and the dissppear-
ance nf Portugal as a Great Power, the Padroado has:
retained the passionate attachment, not only of the
Gonns but also of large sections of “ East Indians **
who were pubjeck to it. For an explanation one
must-look to the fact that the Padroado dioceses are
the most “Indianized” dioceses of Indis, with' a
clergy almost exclusively and purely Indian and a
laity which ranks amongst the most independent
and best educated. Tha rest of India is ruled by the
Missionary State Department of the Holy See { de
Propaganda Fide) whilst the Padroado dioceses
were criginally.just part of Portugal ( Goa was af ,
first & suffragan see of Madeira ) and have been treat-
ed as such, i, e. as Catholie, not Missionary, coun-
tries. As a consequence thers has been an absence of
ma-bap which the Propaganda dioceses are only
slowly ghedding. Propaganda has the same aim of
course and Tuticorin and Mangalore are now thorough-
ly “ Indianized " dioceses under Indian bishops
though still under Propaganda. And naturally- the
Padroadist would hail coming under the jurisdiction
of en Indian diocese, though undet Propaganda
but would feel hesitation about exchanging his own
status for one under foreign missionaries, And abveall
this—the Portuguese, not merely ag individuals, but

a8 & Nation and ag a Colonial Power, have never

practised oolour discrimination. To-day, a Goan may
be, has been, a member of the Cabinet in Portugsl;
in Church and State, all is openn fo- all talents; in
social intercourse, thers is no bar and there never has
been any bar. Is it a wonder that an Indian Catholic
should feel the paseionate attachment he does to the
Padcado, the protecting power, the elhos, of Portugal ?

The present golution of the old vexed problem
amounts to the guppression of all double jurisdiction
and os the first Archbishop of a combined Bombay-
Damaun diocese s Portugnese jesuit has been ap--
pointed. The solution seems to guarantee sympathe-
tictreatment to the Padroadists handed over to Propa-
ganda and conpstitutes & most ingenious compromise,
The present solution stipulates further that tha Arch-
bishop of Bombay ehall alternately be a British and
a Portuguese subject : but all Indians will earnestly
hope that when the turn comes for a British subject
to succeed to the new Archbighop-Designate, Mgr.
J. Rodrigues Lima, the choice will be that, not of as
English, but of an Indian subject, of His Britannic

‘ Maiesty. 4
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PROBLEM OF INDIAN STATES.

No sane Indian statesman either doubts or belittles
the impottance of the problem as to how the Indian
Stetes will fit into the scheme of self-governing
India. It isidle to lay down the exact lines on
which the co-ordination betwesn the autonomous
Provinces and the equally responsible self-governing
States will be brought about., To-day let us fully
realise the fact that the Tndian Princes and their
subjects have become alive to the necessity of mak-
ing an organised effort to protect their rights and
interests.

The Indians in the Provinces heartily welcome
the advent of the States into the political arena, The
Princes and their people are just as much Indians as
those in the Provinces and no one desires that the
affairs of the Indian States should be managed by a
coterie of political officers working in secret con-
clave, All secret organisations are liable to the
charge of either being psartial, unjust, or corrupt, and
the appointment of the Butler Committee to enquire
into the relations of the States with tke “ paramount

-power " deserves to be welcomed. The Indian Prin-
cos would be wise fully fo realise that they are
part and parcel of the Indian nation, and that they
cannct be independent of the self-govarning India
In the scheme of -co-ordination which will mature
in course of time perhaps after a severe conflict of
ideas, the States and self-governing India will be
inter-dependent, neither of them being under the
subordination of the other; but they certainly

, will not be ‘independent’ of each other. The problem,
of the [ndian States is thus a great “Indian” problem.

not an Imperial problem. Let the Princes not live.

in a fool's paradige, let them not be so unpatriotic as
to imagine that they will have nothing to do with
the Indian nation except to srrange fiscal -and other
problems through the medis which will now be

ereated for negotiations with the Indian Government..

If the Government of India or some mischief-mongers
in Great Britain are puiting up the Indian Princes
against the Indian nation then they will find them-
selves digillusioned just in the seme way as they did
when they attempted to pit the Musalmans against
the Congress. The Government will pat them on
their backs now and when they find that the aspira-
tions of the Princes are becoming unreasonsble or
such as cannot be satisfied then they will not hesi.
tate to snub them. According tothe Times of India,
* The Princes have left behind them the old policy of
isolation, onee 8o carefully fostered by the Govern-
ment of India,” and now they are soaring in the
dreamland of being independent of Indis and in per-
sonsl relations with the British Crown, We would
advise the Indian Princes not fto leave the solid
earth s0 goon, and to think for themselves instead of
sccepting the borrowed ideas of the hired Britishers
who do not properly appreciate Indian sentiment.
Let us all fully realise that the Indians either living
in the States or elsewhere in Indis are one and in-
divisible, that their political, social snd economie
problems will be solved by one definite Indian policy,
and that the Princes have no status in the world
except as Indians. '

Let us consider now as to what exactly are the
Indian States The Maharaja of Bikaner in his
speech before his toy-council definitely said
that whenever the interests of the States were spoken
of they should be understood to mean the interests of
the Princes and the people. 'When the Anglo-Indian
Press talks of the liberal help given by the Princes
during the war, it stupidly or deliberately forgets
that the help was given by the States and not merely
by the Princes, “With regard to the relations betwaeen

the Princes and their people let thera be plain speak-

ing. The conduct ani the behaviour of the msjority
of the Princes for the last two generations have been
such that they are rightly distrusted. Quite 8 num-
ber of them are living utterly selfish and disgraceful
lives. They have spent the State revenues lavishly
for personal gratification and have not exerted them-
selves much o improve the material and moral condi-
tion of their subjects. When the meeting of the
Princes at Bombay recorded its determination “to
devote to the moral and material progress of the
subjects of the States the advantages resulting from
the equitable adjustment of fiscsl and economical
issues” it is doubtful if the people of the States were.
at all impressed by the sanctimonious resolution. The
subjects of the people are just as much ( or as little )
organised as the Princes and the resolutions passed
by them in conference recentty at Bombay and Madras
will show how littie the Princes are trusted by their
people and how much they resentbeing misgoverned.
The Princes on the other hand desire to rule autocra-
tically ; they will not encourage any such thing as
sound public opinion, they favour toadies and flat-
terers and they desire to stop the mouths of the eri-
tics outside their States, Even the 7imes of India is
led to assert that “ they cannot possibly expect to be
exempt from intelligent ecriticism and moral judg-
ment.” When the Princes resffirm “their sym-
pathy with the aspirations of British India, which
they regard as legitimate", as they recently did, we
are rrllloved to laughter. They are indeed protesting too
much.

Lot us all think like level-headed men. The

Indian Princes are asking for u position of indepand- -

ence in subordination only to the Crown of England,

This demand is absurd} and ought never to be enter-

tained by the Government of [ndia. Let them mot
aspire too much and let them not ride for a fail. Let

them realise that they have wasted twenty lakhs on

Sir Leslie Scott. They are wasting the people’s

money for nothing and clever adventurers, both

British and Indian, are looting them. Let fhe

Princes introduce go.d .government in their States,
let them introduce the rule of law instead of personal

rule, which is fundamentally defective and unsatis.
factory. Thers is plenty of scope for their per-
sonal influence, if they wish fo exert it, for speed.
ing up the uplift of their people. Let them make
their personal lives more moral and let them rea-
lise that they are guardians, if not servants, of
the people. Let them reduce their personal ex-
penses, fix their eivil lists at moderate sums in
consonance with the economic condition of their sub-
jaots, let them respect organised public opinion in
their statea and for that purpose let them create bona
fide councils. The councils «.of most of the States
are ludicrous farces and deceive no one. For God's
sake, let the Princes not deceive themselves into the
belief that their subjects are either happy or satisfied
or that they are themselves trustad by the people,

1t is only by Aima-Shuddhi, (self-improvement,)

that the Princes will reach the higher piace either
in the hearts of their people, or in the councils of

India. The problem is easy .and straight, let the
falge issues raised by mercenaries be laid aside and

1ot them tread the path of self-purification and of
strenuoue devolion to public good, That alone wiil
bring them the status they desire,

. SUMANT B. MEHTA.

OUR EUROPEAN LETTER.

{From Our Own Correspondent.)
’ GENEVA, April 19,

THE PROPOIED PEACE PACT.

THE topio of the day in Europe is the Multilate-
ral Pact propogsed by Mr, Kellogg, the United States
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- ZSeoretary, to ensure peace by -outlawing war. The
proposition -has entered practical politics by the
-second stage into which it has passed after the preli-
minary negotiations between the State Department at
Washington snd the Quai d'Orsay. The Kellogg

Note is now the subject of close and anxious oonsi-.

-deration in London, Paris, Berlin, Rome, and Tokio,
Its terms make it understandable that the Govern-
ments concerned should have taken congnisance of
its appeal to public opinion in general, and the com-
- pelling necessity to secure public backing for their
attitude towards it whatever that msy be. Mr.
Kellogg himself, it is no secret, counts on the foroe
. of world-opinion almost as much as ofy that of the
United States’ diplomacy to see his scheme through.
The aim is, as the Note explsins, to create a “‘tremen-

~dous moral effect” by the adherence of Great Powers

4o the purpose whichthe preamble of the Draft Treaty
_states : " by formal act to bear unmistakable witness
‘that they condemn war as an instrument of national
policy and renocunce it in favour of the pacific settle-
mant of international disputes.” The High Contrac-
~ting Parties named in the Preamble of the proposed
Treaty are the U. 8. A, France, Great Britain, Ger-
many, [taly, and Japan; and the instrument itself ig
to consist of three articles, the first of which denoun-
~ces war, the second affirms the pacific settlement of
international disputes *‘ of whatever nature or what-
" .ever origin that may be ”, and the last provides for
" its coming into effect immediately after ratification
by all signatories according to the constitutional re-
Gguirements of each. In his Nota Mr, Kallogg ex-
‘plains that the United States Government is of opi-
nion that “ every nation in the world can, with a
proper ragard for its own interests as well as for the
interests of the entire family of nations join in such
8 treaty " and accordingly the Draft Treaty provides
sthat it “shall, when it comes into effect as pre-
scribed. .. remain open as long as may be necessary
for adherence by ail the Powers of the world."”

Theres need hardiy be any doubt that inter-
nationalists and pacifists, of all shades of eomplexion
-the whole world over, cannot but hail this simple
and strikingly direct affirmation of the tribube to
peaco as the most welcome sign in the world’s hori-
~.zon after the star of Wilson had set. Nor need any
apprehensions be entertained about the progress of
this measure from the point of view of world-condi-
‘tions today. America's name in the world of affairs,
whether business or political, has bacome such s
magic formuls for Europe that its force can hardiy
'be_ expected to bs racognised in places where Europe
-gtill reigne supreme, and all America to & man—
more particularly to 8 woman—is behind the drive.
Fo feel his strengith the Anglo-Saxon must work
-himsslf to the fervour of an apostle and what can be
more calculated towards it than the present measure?
"The League has been nowhere a greatsr disappoint-
ment to the peoples of Europe than in ths matier of
prevention of war, and the psychological effects of
- -such a scheme on a war-weary populace periodically
subjected to alarms may be readily imagined. The
- ethieal directness of the scheme is, besides, 8 point
of fascination and produces much the same impres-
-gion in the Western world as the Non-cooperation
programme did in India in the troubled politics
-created by the Rowlatt Acts, It must at ones be con-
-ceded tha_t the American proposition coming at the
present time and in the present fashion has had the
e_sEecl: of precipitating Europe's necessity to face the
issue of peace. It cannot, however, be overlooked
‘that it is an axiom in diplomacy that every move,
how_ever brilliant, shall be regarded, from the point
_of view of realities, and even thus regarded, it will
*be seen, the importance of the present position is only
sheightened.

FRENCH COMPLAINTS.

*The dominat attitude of France, consequent upon
Mr. Kellogg's dispatches to London, Berlin, Rome,
and Tokio, is one of bitter compiaint. In his Note the
United States Secretary says :

The Government of the French Republioc while no less
eager to promote the cause of world peace and to co-ope~
rate with other nations in any practical movement tow-
wards that end, has pointed out certain considerations,
which, in its opinion, must be borne in mind by those
Powers which ars the Members of the League of Nations,
parties to the Treaty of Looarno, or parties to the other
treaties guarantesing neutralisy. My Government has not
oonceded that such considerations necessitate any modi~
fications of its proposal for a multilateral treaty. '

M. Briand's Note to the Stats Dapartment at
‘Washington had insisted that ¥France made her adhe-
gion to the treaty conditional upon the following four
reservations : (1) all the Powers of the world, at.
any rate those susceptible to be victims of aggression,
to be allowed tq participate in the new instrument :
(2) the legitimate rights of defence to be entirely
safeguarded ; (3) every one of the signafories to. be
empowered to resume liberty of action towards a
violator of the contract ; and (4) the obligations in-
volved in the Covenant of the League for its Mem-
bers to remain intact, French opinion is resentful
of what it considers to be scant rvegard oonceded.
to the French thesis, and it is all the more sensitive
about it because the genesis of the present proposal
lies, it will be remembered, in Monsieur Briand's ini-
tiative, Pertinax in L'Echo de Paris considers that
“the most comic thing about it ( the Note ) is that he
( Mr. Kellogg ) pretends that France consents to this
step.” * We should have nothing to say if the Note
limited itself to resuming the previous conversations
in a manner permitting the other Powsers to decide
their attitude,” says the Journal, “in full indepen-
dence. But the United States Government commu-

-nicates a treaty which engages it personally and

makas no mention of the French reservations. The
negotiation will begin without our having obtained.
any guarantees for which we ask.” “ 1t must be
notad”, according tothe Figaro, “that the Government
of the United States has not considered it necessary,
despite our interventions, to modify inany respect its
first project, which condemns all wars and not, as
we would have wished, all war« of aggression.” In
France, as indeed in the political circles in Great
Britain, the impression prevails, as L' Oeuvre says :
“ Mr. Kellogg is certainly desirous of safeguarding
the peace of the world, but he is preoccupied fo an
even higher degree to safoguard the success of the
Republican Party at the coming election.” It isfelt
that the American Government’s move is nothing but
an effective counterpart to the Wilsonian heritage of
the Democratic Party. It is possible that in view of
the tremendous enthusiasm which the name of
(Goneva invokes in America in spite of the equally
striking fact that American opinion in general -does
not stand for America's incorporation into the Lesgue,
the Republicans who are now in power have found
it nacessary to go ahead with the present measure to
perpetuate their authority. That, however, only
adds to its urgency, snd, besides, from the point of
view of political actualities, it is no less clear that
France's concern is not so much with the obligations
of the C.venant of the League as at first it was pre-~
tended, as her alliances on the European continent.
These make Paris diplomatically more important

. than Rome, and now that ten years hava passed since
. Versailles, bereft of these traditional and diplomatic

props, the relative importance of various powers
would undergo a change which eannob but be un-
welcome to most of them, The present measure, by‘=









_ 26_4'

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[MaY 10, 1928

striking at the root of diplomstic prestige certaini
creates a new order. :
THE QUTLAWING OF RUSSIA,

The American propesal as at present conceived,
if it outlaws war, no less definitely slso outlaws
Rusgis. The projected treaty no doubt provides for
the incorporation of powers other than its original
adherenis, but as the significant coincidence of the
omission of Russia from the peace deliberations with
a similar omission of that country from the sphere
of the mewly formed Anglo-American Company
would show, the projected peace-pact is a deliberate
provoeation to Soviet Russia. In view of the realities
of the world-situation today it cannot be pretended
that this persistent bullying and isolation of Russia
on the part of the Powers is calculated to usher in
world peace. It also creates outstanding questions
which must come in the way of & gatisfactory conalu-
sion of the Kellogg schéme. Suppose Germany, after
gigning fhis freaty, entered into alliance with Russin,
and Russis waged 8 war with Poland, what iz fo be
the position of the signatories vis.a-vis to Germany ?
This #8 by no meanse s barren speculationi and' the
French reservations are an oufeome of pre-eccups-
tions such as these. Italy, for example, 8 is well-
known, isnot only indifferent to the American pro-
posal, but also regards it with open contempt. With-
out Fialy's adherence to the treaty such & commit-
ment on the part of France would be an act of
faith, and even blind faith. Yet in the present state
of the Balkans and the Baltic to ask Faseist Italy to
surrender the prerogatives of war is to demand the
impossible, Germany, it is true, is more prepared than
any other European State perhaps to enter into the
American scheme. As her marvellous post-war
recovery has shown, she has everything te gain by =
world-order where production, and not political posi-
tion; will be the determining condition of power. All
the same she foo has het distinct political issues stich
as frontiers and colonies and reparation psyments,
the last of which has, in recent discussions, tended
to be conneeted with Debts, much to the chagrin
of Americans, Thése and such other details have
got to be faced and they cannot be wiped out by
the mere ditation of the principle that the trees
should iick be allowed to obscure the forest. '

WHERE BRITAIN STANDS.

It is widely recognised that in view of Gor-
rnsany’s restricted position and italy’s apsthy, Bri-
tain’s attitude towards the American proposal would
decide its ultimate form. The present issue is main-
ly confined to Europe and so Japan's part in it is,
so to spesk, secondary. Thus it comes about, thet
circumstance oncé more makes Britain the deei-
sive factor in determining the peace of Europe. The
scheme hasnot been sprungas a surprise on Britsin.

It has been anticipated for quite & long time. In all |

that long interval ag well as immediately after its
reception the British reactions towards the proposal
have been characteristic. None of that enthusiasm
which marked Locarno for instance has been caused
by ‘it though there is & distinet recognition that
the American move ig inmiportant. Only in certain
circles in Britain, where the union of English-speak-
ing peoples amounis to a eult, thers issome exhibi-
tion of warmth, and it is & great mistake to base any
deductions on this factor. The Foreign Office enjoyvs
# very special independerice ag regards its policy in
the British traditions, and even if the present Governa
ment bad o disouss its position in Parliament, in &
Hoitigé of Comimons as at present constituted every
coricfusioil would be foregond. It will be what the
Govertiment thakes it and there is ressor to believe
that fts poticy is * wait dndeee.” Tt is to gain time
80 s o dfiivé at 4 inord acourafe estimate of the
strength behind the American proposal by elimiina-

ting the effects of the exigencies of the election on
it, and to mark the course of the French and German
elections. A protracted correspondence may, there.
fore, be presaged and there is excellent exouse in the
necessity to consult the Dominions, Mesnwhile, as:.
the British Government’s principal care is to ensure
the proper enjoyment of the Empire's wenlth fn the
same fashion as has prevailed hitherto, they would
no doubt take steps to put oolonial warson a differ-
ent footing from international wars, Nor would"
the task meet with much difficulty considering the
erifanglements of the Monroe Doctrine,
a» —AND GENEVA,

Finally, fio account of the implications of the
proposed peace pact can‘be complete without some in-
dication of its possible effects on the League of
Nations at Geneva. 1f it is arguable that the Ameri-
can project and the Lieague stand toward each other -
ag two incomplete but mutually complementary hal-
ves of a circle, it can he also shown, even more forei-
bly, that the two are mutuslly exhaustive alterna-
tives. In practical affaire what matters iz not the
theoretical points about a scheme but the actual force
behind it. If the Leagne has tottered due to lack of
America’s support, it should be plain that a scheme-
which obtains it would ultimately supersede the
League. The Leagne cannot ba adapted into the new
gcheme, nor can it be incorporated into the League;
for the fundamentals of the present position are, first,
the impoesibility of America joining the League,
and, second, the no less impossible sclution of the
problem of world pesoe by basing it on the concep-
tion of sanctions. Between the League idea and the
Kellogg idea the primery difference is that whilse-
one approaches the problem from the point of wview
of ethics and general principles, the other.has sought
the way of politics, of possible breaches and =anc-
tions, and so forth. What we may anticipate is the:
transformation of the League of Nations into the-
League of European Nations, and when that trans.
formation takes place history would record the last
step in the change of the world's centre of political
gravity from one continent to another,

REYIEWS,

"PARLIAMENTARY CONTROL OF WAR.
PARLIAMENT AND WAR. By FRraNcIE R.
FLoURNOY. (P. 8. King & Son, Ltd,, London, }-
1927. 834 x 514, pp. 282, 15s.
THE eolossal nature of the last war and the sndden-
ness with which it was forced on all the great powers
of the world has brought $o the forefront in an acute
form the equity and the justifiability of a few minis-
ters having so much power as toundo halfa century’s
work of peace, It is notorious that in the hour of
crigis the Parliaments find their hands fetfered and
foel the impotency of their position. Should parlia-
ments have a greater controlling power over foreign
affairs or not? That is one of the burning questions
of the day, and Dr. Flournoy in the book under re-
view tackles with it. The reader, who expects to get
a clear-out solution of it, need not go through the

. trouble of reading it. But if he has confidence enough

in himself to come to & conclusion on the basis of dn
exhaustive summary of all the relevant facts relating.

' 0 the major wars, in which England hae been engag-

&d during the last ninety years, he willfind it ® mine
of information. It is & heavily documented book,
scholarly in the best sense of the term, so impartial.
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a8 to be almost irritating at times. Though without
#ny purple patches, the volume is lucid and never
flegs. The suthor deals with the following wars:
“The First Afghan War, the.” Opium War ", the Ori-
mean War, the China War of 1856-1860, the war
with Persia 1856-57, the Abyssinian War; the Afghan
War of 1878-1880, the Ocoupation of Egypt, the
Boer Wer, and the Great War, under whose shadow
-we are still living. In every case the imperialism
- of England comes out in its true colours. 'fhe pas-
sions sroused by the last war have not yet had time
to die out, and so a dispassionate judgment is out of
- question. But in every other cass it is questionable
whether England was not unjustly aggressive Lord
Derby himself described the China War of 1856-60
as * the shedding of the blood of unwarlike and in-
nocent people without a warrant of law, without
moral justifieation ’, and Liord Malmesbury condemn-
- ed. the conduct of the Government as politically
immoral. Cobden with his usual outrightness con-
demus the English as “ bulliesto the weak”. With
reference to the Persian War Lord Granvﬂle; who
-defended the Government’s policy in the House of
Lords, admitted in a private letter that England's
'tre_atment of Persia was “ inoonsistent with all the
‘principles of justice”. Few Englishmen are proud
of the Afghan Wars, and fewer still would care to
Justify them on the ground of “scientific frontiers,™
When Egypt was at the mercy of England,
Pabouchere wrote : “ Success was everything. This
18 the morallaw, as understood by the English nation.
Bombard any place, but show & quid pro guo®, The
Bofar War was nothing but a determined effort. to
British-imperialise the whole of South Africa, and the
means adopted by the great colgnial statesman,
-Joseph Cha.mberla,in, wera not characterised by moral
finesse, a worshipper as he was of high imperialism.
And then about the great war—Germany may have
Vljattled the sword a little too noisily, But there ocan
- be no denying that England was prepared for the war
Long before the war came, and her sacrifice of Persia
was but part of the game that sought to hem in
~Germany on all sides. There is no denying that the
En{ente were forging a clear-cut military and naval
policy against Germany, and Lord Cecil himself
knew that long before Parlidment openly . went in
for the war the British ministers had madé it a
matter of honour for England ¢6 cast in her lot with

France against Germany, whatever the cause of the’

war and whenever it came to be.

What is the neb upshot of all thiz historical re- -

"view? If points to the fact that Parliament has
not had enough powar to control the policy of minis-
“ters. There has been in & way a healthy tradition
in English political life that foreign affairs must be
outside the pale of party politics. - This has had the
inevitable consequence that the foreign ministers
have practically possesged wide powers which are
far too dangerous in these democratic da.js. There
has been a ory from the Labour Party that foreign
affairs should not bé earried on with all the parapher-
-nalis of secret sooieties, that everything should be

:.apoire'board.. .Thai:;t.his,‘_'is highly desirable few per--

sons should deny, who are not wedded to old ways of
foreign polioy ; use my country to exploit other coun-
tries. Hence the question » should there not be &
greater parliamentary control on foreign policy ¢
Dr. Flournoy fights shy of & clear-ouft answer,
He thinks that on the whole the English Parliament
has had generally an opportunity to take some action
in foreign affairs, 8s in some form or other it has
always been consulted. But he admits that this con=
sultation was often highly unsatisfactory, when e. g.
at the time of the Afghan War important information
in favour of Dost Mahomed was unscrupulously sup-
pressed, or when at the time of the occupation of
Egypt the movement headed by Arabi was represented
as 8 merely military revoli, when it had a greaf
nationalist support, or at the time of the last War
Parliament was never informed of the long serjes
of seoret engagements that had preceded the warfand
in fact mads itdnevitable. Dr, Flournoy also admits
on p. 259 : _ '
# Moreover the Government's right to decide on #hia
" precise action to be taken in the final steps leading to

war, has never been seriously questioned and has in fadt
been admitted by prominent atatesmen in Opposition ”.
And again on the next page: : -
“There appesrs, however, to be no osse in whick a
government has given any ‘pledge that it would cousult
Parliament before committing the country to war.” -

Put these ideas side by side with the general
historical conclusion that the foreign ministers and
cabinets have not been always very fair in dealing
with foreign nations especially when they happen to

' be weak or non-European, and the conelusion is in-
. evitable that the cabinet need very definitely a firm

controlling parliamentary hand, At this stage Dr.
Flournoy with his serupulous scholarship is ‘eone
strained to point out that “it might seem from the
narrative of the cases studied that the influence of

Parliament in times of orisis is likely to be in favour
" of & war policy rather than opposed to it. ” But this

danger is not very real. For what has been happens=

‘ing inthe past is that practically till the hour of

crisis Parliament is kept in the dark, and then a
bellicose foreign minister or a colonial minister. like

“Joseph Chamberlain can always be trusted to 'stress
-  particular aspeot of the question, and an appeal in
' the name of the honour and prestige of the cou ntry
_may be trusted to do its work with a more or less
“heterogeneous body of men like the Parliament. The
.renl solution lies in the honest policy which was

tabled by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s Government, a

‘policy which bf course has not been accepted by the
‘present Government, viz. that no treaty shall be en«
‘tered into with a foreign power without its being’
‘placed on the table for the information of the house
for 21 days, and that important treaties would ba
.permitted to be fully discussed. It has been the mis-

fortune of foreign affairs that they have the tradition of
secrecy behind them, and foreign Office officials natur-
ally find it hard to give up their power of doing im-
‘mense mischief (or good, as they concsive it) without
the fettering control of an honest and open discussion
in Parliament. Dr. Flournoy with needless humility
thinks ““it i uselaessto give his own conclusions”about -
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the disadvantages or advantages of -Parlismentary .
cantral of the war powar. Buf truth will out and in'
the last paragraph he has to admit that so long as thers |
are only two parties the party in power may eclaim |
to reprasent over half the nation (a conclusion, how-
evar, which has baen proved to ba false by the adhe-
rents. of proportional = representation ).
that wa have threa parties, there is no guarantee that
the party in power really represents even half the
nation, and this would justify “ the establishment of
a Parliamentary check over the war power of a more
definite charaoter than at presont exists ™, The ver-
dict of those who prefor the well-being of humanity
to the narrow interests of a nation will cordially
epdorsa the conclusion of anp snthor, who has Ieft
no releovant racord unstudied, and whose study has
bean marked ab every stage by secrupulous imparti-
ality.

This is as it should be, if we are all agreed that
paaca is belter than war. But war has had its do-
votaos nol morely in Traitachke and Bernhardi with
theis host of German admirers. It has English
devoteos as well, e. g. D, L. P. Jacks, the famous
editor of the Hibber! Journal, who a fow years ago
in an artiole on the Martial Instinct argued that
England had always been martial, and that a uni-
veorsal pesca would come info conflict with this
martial instinot, 1If this be the goal, the idesal polity
would bo that, which dethrones Parlisment even
in domestie affairs, and enthrones a Mussolini.

T A, R, WADI, -

THE. SPIRITUAL BACKGROUND OF
SOCIOLOGY.

PRAYERS OF THE SOCIAL AWAKENING. By
WALTER. RAUSCHENBUSCH. (Student Christian
Mowement, London.) 1927, 7 x 4}. pp. 138. 3s.

“QuR life-blood is spirituality”, said Swami Viveka-
nanda “Bach nation, like each individual, has
one. theme in this life, which is its centre, the prin-
oipal nots round which every other note comes to
i_’or_m the l;armony. In one nation political power
is its vitality, as in England ;. artistic life in an.
other, and so on. In India religious life forms the
c_en!:.re, the key-note of the whole music of national
']'lfﬂ. . The introduction, thersfore, of a book like
‘Prayers of the Social Awakening” needs no apology
in this oountry. There is no such thing, least of all in
India, s “mere’ humanitariacism®; for, whether
men adp:lit' it or not, the secret springs of their no-
bility rise in & source purer and higher than them.
selves. The social movements of the whole world
have been rooted in religion. We think of Mahatma
Gandhi: we think of St. Peter Claver pouring out
his life it servica of the negro staves of South Ame-
rica:. wa think of Father Dannien setting out with
his ghipload of lepers to a life-long exils, and of his
words when he himself coniracted the diseass: *'I
would_ not be oured, if it meant leaving the island,
and giving up my work™,.. We remember that the
great English social reformers, William Wilberforee,
Lord Shaftesbury, (eorge Cadbury, Henry Scott
Holland, Charles Dickens, were religious men.

The lata Baron von Hiigel, that great and univer-
sal thin_ker, analysed religion into thrze elements,
the national, the mystical and the institutional., I
is. .pruba.blq- that we oughs now to add a fourth ele-
ment to this classifioation, the ‘social-—an element

But now |

which may be less formally “"religious” yet as genuine.

ly epiritual as any of the others. Before the wrongsand™

sufferings of the people, bafore toa the vision of what
might bs in the way of a righteous social life in
fallowship, “Soctal Christianity is adding to the varie-..

ty of religious experionce, and is creating & new type .

of Christian man who bears a striking family like.

nees to Jesus of Galilee,

Dr. Rauschenbusch, himse!lf a pioneer of sooial
theory and reform, feels keenly that this renaissanoce -
of social rightecusness should find its background in
a spiritual realm of perfect values and its expression
in formulated prayer, “ If the moral demands of our
higher social thought could find adequate expression
in prayer, it wculd have a profound inflzence on the
social movaement. Many good men have given up-
the habit of praying, partly through philosophis
doubt, partly because they feel it is useless or even
harmful to their spiritusl nature . .. But prayer before
battle is another thing. That has been the greatest.:
breeder of revolutionary heroism in history, Al our
bravest desires stiffen into fighting temper when they
are affirmed befora God.¥ This is almost an echo of
Msahatma Gandhi's words: “1I would develop that
iGrrt:lsistible courage which comes from waiting upon

o 'Il )

~ Dr. Rsuschenbusch sees in the Lord’s Prayer
the universal charter of all social prayer. “ Our-
Father ” is spoken out of that consciousness of human
solidarity which was a matter of course in all
Christ’s thinking, “ Thy will be done, as in heaven .
80 on earth "—the words look forward to the duplioa~
tion of heaven upon earth through the moral and
spiritual transformation of humsnity. The prayer-
for daily bread reminds us that “ we sit at the com-
mon table in God’s great house, and the supoly of
each dependa on the security of all,” How ashamed,
therefore, ought anyone to ba if he habitually takes .

"mors than his fair share and leaves others hungry

“that he may eurfeit. The pstition for mutual for-

: giveness reminds us that we have to be socially right
if we want to be religiously right. * Jesus will nok-
suffer us to be pions towards God and merciless to--
wards men.” Finally, the phrase “ Deliver us from.
the evil one " has in it tho ring of battle, appreciate-
ed by all who are * pitted against the terrible powers
of organised oovetousness and institutionalised op-
pression.” Thus the Lord's Prayer gives us the spi-
ritual background for sl our soeial thinking and in. -
sists on * the sooial basis of all moral and religious.
gfadeven in the most intimate personal relations to -

Q o“ ' )

The little book befora us is a collection of origi-
nsl prayers on all the great social issues of the day.
There ars prayers for women and children who-
labour, for immigrants, for employers, business
men, grest magnates, inventors, journalists, judges, .
lawyers, teachers, public officers, for mothers and
babies and for all true lovers, There are soms touch-
ing prayers for use in prisons, for those suffering
from tuberoulosis, for those about to dia. And there
are sgome striking “ Prayers of Wrath” against War, .
Alooholism, Impurity and the Servants of Mammon,
They are prayers which could be used by any com-
munity, and we earnestly commend them to the
heads of all institutions whick try to develop a
social cohscience in their members. For no lesson is
so readily translated into action as that which is
learnt at the feet of God in prayer.

This prayer, “For our City" may b> quoted as a
typical example, *“Grantus & vision of our city, falr -
ps she might be: a city of justice, whene none shall
proy on others; a city of plenty, where vios and
poverty shall cease to fester ; a city of brot?!e-rhoad,
where all success shall be founded on service, and

honour ghall bs given to nobleness alone; & city of’
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poeace, whore order shull nok rest on foros, but on the
-Jove of all for the city, the graat mother of the com-
smon:life and weal. Hear thou, O Lord, the silent

prayer of all our hearts as we each pledge our time

and strength and thought to speed the day of her
~oaming beauty and righteousness.”
' ' : H. V. ELWIN,

' PRINCIPLES OF INDIAN ECONOMICS.

-ECNOMIC PRINCIPLES FOR INDIAN READ-
ERS. By PRAPHULLA CHANDRA BASU. ( Sir
Issac Pitmian & Sons, Ltd, London.) 1927.
834 x 514, pp. 348. 7s. 6d.

. MR, BASU'S book is an interesting presentation of
-the fundamoental ideas of economios.
-his preface complains rightly that “Indian students
have primarily to depand on books writien by Ame-
zican or English authors where tie principies are ex-
plained with a background of social conditions and
institutions which are alién to the experience of In®
dian students.” Dr, Basu tries to remedy this defect.

. The book follows the orthodox classification of
-ordinary text-books on the subject, but the language
is clesr and simple. The author is of opinion tha$
it is futile to construct & science of Indian econo-
amics as distinct from ssonomie science in general.

The author claims to have formulated a ‘law of
~consumption.! He defines the law thus:—

*A unit of consumption is & necessary, comfort, or
lugury. acoording as its consumprion and deprivation
bring about respectively an increase and decrease, no in-.
oreass ani a deoreass, of no increase and no decrease, in

the productive efficiency ol the particular consumer at a
given time and a given place.’

“This can hardly be called a law, though we can well
appreoiate its value as a definition of necessaries,

~<comforts or luxuries. We fail to see any originaii
-about this conception. y originality

The treatment of ‘eco-cperation’ in cha ter
-could have been easily improved. As ilz is, XI g
much too sketchy. Further the author has not touch-
-ed upon the question of the managing agent system,
which is playing such an important part in the in-
-dustrial organigation of India. -

In the matter of the classification of mono

Mr. Basu gives three classifications, but failsn tﬂogrs::
-dicate the bages of such classification. He does not
<ven indicate his own preferences, On pp. 137-139
t}m sqthgr seems to indieate that vertical combina-
tions in industry are absolutely different from trusts
.;;ld bt::rtela. In our opinion, they need not necessari-

The treatment of Public Finance requi
bottor and more elaborate attention from i:heaqunl.ll.';‘i:;or‘:L
Ag itig, it refleots only foo closely the common
neglect of this part of the subject in the B, A. Classes
of many of the Indian Universities,

The language of the writer in certsi 1
‘mlght have been better as e.g. when he ;;:yz gn%.aic;g
monopolies may be clasgified variously,’

The book is likely to bs of great assistnace ¢
B. A students of Indian Universiti ’ we
heaml‘ i y recommend this book, fes b0 whom we

8. V.AYYAR.

A SOCIAL SURVEY.
ASTUDY IN SOCIAL ECONOMICS.

By F. R.

. E. MOULDON. ( Robinson & Mwullens, Ltd.,, Mal- '

v b:ur:es ) 1927, 834 x5%. pp. 201, 12a. 6d.
HE book i3 an outcoma of patient d -
sble research carried on by the aut;gr d?lt;ril::??gn

The author in

activitics as University ~ Distriod Tubor " for the:
Workers' Eduoational - Assoofation; - Thd Hunter
River Vslloy is a small district in Australia and M.
Mouldon, while professorially connsctad with the
W.E.A., colleoted valuable matsrials bearing on
the problems of sociology and economics, Thixis
highly craditable to the leoturers of the Assodiation;
for they were obviously not content with merely lay:
ing befora their hearers large but ineffaciive platita-
des. They prudently realized the necessity of gather<:
ing first-hand matorisi ; for without it it is futile t&
dogmatiss in sovial and economio scienoess

The aim of the book is evidently4c desoribe and
analyse the industrial tife of the p2ople of the Hun-'"
ter River Valley.
investigation does not reveal any features whioh ara
either uncommon or psculiar to the valley itself, The-
topography, geology and geography, which may be
said to be the basie factors of physiography, have
detormined the direotion of all human activities in
the Hunter River Valley as anywhera else. Lands
were abandoned or neglected and people olustered
about the rioh rsources of manufacturing power.
This is the talsa which is told everywhers. The
student of social economics necessarily ‘direetg his”
attention in the first placa to ascertain what the
parmanent factors of physiography ars which prascribd
the extent and qualiky of the material gifts whioh tha-
people use and which also determine the types of lives
lihood-getting in the locality. .And ia so doing he’
has necessarily to trace the necessary relationship+
between the people and the material conditions en.
oircling them. It must be remembered that material
conditions of a looality influsuce the whole life of
ths people inhabiting it. But under certain ecircum-
stanoes it is human ingenuity which modifies the en-
vironment, The suthor his succesded in a large
moeasura in discovering the influeneca of physioal con.,
ditions on human activities, bué the same cannot be:
said of the other aspzct of the question. It is however:
just possible that the physical conditions which ¢ome.
pel & man to devise measures for overcoming them
and making them suit his own requirements do nok.
exist in the Hunter River Valley. Wu also wish.
that the other equally interesting problem of the in-
fluence of occupations on the habits, outlook and
general character of the people had baen handled in
grealber detail ; for after all taat is what counts if any
society is to bs useful or serviceable to humanity
generally. Though the book is of loeal importance,
it will serve as a guide to those who aspira to
work in similar fields aud on parallel lines.

N. G, CHAPEEAR. .

SHORT NOTICES..

| SPEAK OF AFRICA. By WILLIAM PLOMES,
ngosg;rth Press, London.) 1927, 714 x 5. pp. 250.
B, .

“ AFRIOA, Afrioa, Africa | when the white man esma’
here, we had the land and he brought the Bible, Now*
wa've got the Bible and he's got the land' Me calle’
himself & Christian, but he isn't.....” This
beart-rending and pathetic cry comes from a negro-
who is sitting outside before a white man’s houss. So.

‘runs & story in the book. The white man comes out

and thunders like any whife man in the East, “You'ra
a very impudent and insolent boy ! Why the hell dont -
you take off your hat and say ‘Good morning’ to
me.” Bui the poor negro has no hat to takeoff. Agaim
aftoy a few more eurses ther white mam comes: cut
with “ Shut. up, you stinking. black- heathem) If
I didn’t want to keep my hands clean, 1'd coms.
and slap your dirty black face"”, After soma tima
appears the white man's wife and says, “ Way don't
yow ge & gun, darling, and blow his dirty brain®

It may bs pointed out that the .
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out”, The white man runs to fetch & judge. The
negro and the white wife are left alona “You're so.
handsome,” says the white woman plaintively. “I
~wish you were my busband. Really I do....
Come slong in now,.. Make hay whiie the sun
ghines..., Well come in and give me a kiss”.
Buf the poor negro is only & savage and a heathen
and confesses his weakness! “I don’t kiss other
men’s wives, white or black™, But the white woman
is aggressively in love with the black man. “ Body
and soul I love you, come in, Lovey, It's not every
nigger can get a white wife for the taking”. But all
overtures are of no avail. Then she comes out
with her trump card, “I'll have you run in for
indecent ssssult.... T tell the judge you tried to
"assault me, They’ll hang you, you nigger”. The
white man with a judge and a policeman reappears.
The judge asks the negro’s name and address. “Negro,
Africa” is the reply. “ What do you mean?” *“Ex-
actly what I say. Civis Africanus sum”., And the
story goes on.

. The book consists of short stories on the social
life of the whites with reference 1o their relation
with negroes. The sauthor knows the negro and his
character perfectly well. Some of the stories sre
brutally frank; and however one may dislike the
nude social picture of the whites as depicted by the

suthor, it is & piece of remarkable work written |

with rare boldness. People interested in the primi-
tive races all over the world will find this book
very interesting and instructive,

8. A, WaArz.

THE IDEA OF SOCIAL JUSTICE. By CHARLES

 W. PIPEIN. ( The Macmillan Company, New

York, ) 1927, 816 x 514, pp. 595. 154,
THE sub-title of this book fully deseribes its purpose:
it is *a study of legislation and administration and
the labour movement in England and France between
1900 and 1926.” 1t is & most useful survey of the
industrial and broadly social legislation of the first
quarter of this century in the two great democracies
‘of England snd France, and it is preceded by s
historical review of the Labour movement in the two
countries down to 1900, go that the conditions in
" which attempts at betterment were subsequently
meade may be correctly appreciated. It furnishesthe
best short compendium we have come across of facts
and references not easily accessible elsewhere,
Especislly can this be' said of the French section
which remains to a large proportion of Indians
almost a sealed book on account of their unfamilia-
rity with ¥rench, From this point of view alone the
value of the book, so far as Indians are concerned, can
hardly be exaggerated. Those who would keep their
libraries up-to-date may usefully consult the exten-
sive bibliography .given at the end. If a library
contains half the number of books referred to therein,
it can well be called a good library, We have our-
selves used it fo great advantage in order to fill
certain gaps in the Servants of India Society’s Library.

YOUNG INDIA. By LAJPAT Ral ( Servants of
the People Society, Lohore. ) 1927. 714 x434.
-pp. 252. Rs. 3. -

“THIS is the fourth reprint of a book written by Lala

Lajpat Rai while he was in enforoed exile in the

United States. We have reviewed before an -earlier

edition and therefore & very brief notice ought now

%o suffice,. It is, as Lalaji says,: “an interpretation

B

- - . - 23
and & history of the Nationalist Movement from with--
in”. Col. Wedgwood did not know the author whe# !
he wrote the foreword to the English edition of thir™
book, but how truly he hits off the great leader why.' '
he says that Lala Lajpat Rai “is not a National 4
as we know the species ; he is a hater of injusti' a’n§
oppression, a living flame of which Liberalisn w € st
ages will justly be proud”. No greater’eulorw pould
be uttered and there is not & page in the W.dk™ but
bears an impress of this sound quality of Natidnalism
and Liberalism.

I

SOME WORLD PROBLEMS. By A. F. W.
INGRAM, D. D. (Longmar_}'s reen & Co. Lid,,.
London. ) 1927. 734 » 5. pp. 90. 4s,

THE book deals with problems which attracted the .
attention of the Bishop of London during his last.
world tour, All of .these are neither religious nor

ecclesiastical. E. g'such secular ones as how to-.
make colonisation in Australia and Canads more

aftractive and how to promote better understanding - -
between America and England are algo treated in the

book. Bishop Ingram « solution for the latter is simple

—so0 simpW indeed that one wonders how it shouid
have occured-tb no one before this. It is that mis-
understandings between these two countries shouldbe-,
cleared up'by mutual explanationson disputed points. |
Bishop Ingram is apparently not yet a convert to-
oo-education, of which he found enough in America,
Thie he regerds as “distinctly risky.” Though per-
sonslly opposed to Prohibition in Great Britain, his
attitude towards the great American experiment is

| one of sympathetic non-interference. - He has also

the frankness to admit :

* & “Isaw eaough to see what lies are sent acroses to us by
interested parties about the effect of prohibition, and also--
to see the terrible handicap a wet country which spends -
£316,000,000 on drink has in commercial competition
against a dry one,”

Coming to Japan, the suthor is not one of those-
who think that the race problems of the Pacific can-
not be solved without a war between Japan and-
America. He thinks that the necessity for this con-.
flict will be avoided if only the League of Nations
took up early enough the question as to what is to be-
done with the superabundant population of Japan. .
It is to be hoped that his wise counsel is not entirely
lost upon quarters for which it is intended. One-
cannot however note without regret that the Bishop's
attitude towards Eeastern peoples is h_ardly distin-
guishable from that of British Imperialists; “for‘in-
writing about Chins, he pleads for firmness “ with .
these Esatern people.” His world tour did not ine
clude India and we are denied the benefit of his views ,
about the Indian problem both here and in South
Africa, which too was left out of-his itinerary. All
the same the questions to which he draws attention
in the book deserve careful consideration frowm all
lovers of pesce ; and there is no doubt he has done &
public service by writing about them. DV A
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