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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

FROM bitter Calcuits experience we know that
. neither Statesman nor Forward will
“‘Official”’ News. ever give all the news there is, if it

can help it, but only that half of it
fitting in with its own view-point. Similarly we
wre quite reconciled to see the 4. P. I. service telling
18 all about the favourable reception the Simon
Commission is experiencing, whilst the Free Press
¥ India service tells all about its unfavourable
ecoption. The wise man reads 4. P, . plus F,P. 1.,
Statesman plus Forward &o, and divides by two; but
‘hen, few newspaper readers are quife as sophisticated
18 all that and it is for them that the one-sided pro-
)agands is kept up. Hitherto however one assumed
‘hat Government Departments at least pretended to
be above that sort of thing and to give the whole
information, impartially. Such assumption certainly
'8 no longer possible, at least in the cage of the
Hatutory Commission Secretariat. The latter has
aken to the publishing of press communiqués, which
e supposed fo be an authentic chronicle of the
loings of the seven. But one notices that no men-
on is ever made of any unfriendly gesture. made
inywhere by anybody. The only people for whom
here is space in these communiqués are the people
velcoming, garlanding, addressing, calling, inter-
riewing. People booing, cerrying black flags,
Hosing their shops, sending uneomplimentary megsa-
ges, banging their doors, passing no-confidence votes
imply do not exist for Mr. Bhore's department, Do
hey then not exist at all and are they all mere fig-
nents of the fevered brain of “a few malcontents and
igitators™, as the phrase goes ?

They are very human after all, are they not, the ,

e

*
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F

gentlemen of the Steel Frame, and extremely simple

too, apparently, if they think the Indian publie ~

.l

simple enough to be taken in by so crude a piece of
propaganda.
+* * *

IN spits, however, of all- that the ocavillers may
' 8ay, the . Commission is receiving

“Hearty wide-spread support and a cordial
Reception. reception, aye, “‘a really eordial re-
ception”. Thisstatement is not made on the strength

of the Commission’s communiqués either, which may
conceivably be impugned as not wholly lmpartlal,
but on the unimpeachable authority of the T7mes of
India's special correspondent. Why, on the plat-
form of the Central Station of Madras there were no
less than 200 persons, and not all o_f‘ﬁcmlz_; too, to
receive the Royal Commission and incredible as it
may seem, they all “bore quite a cheerful appearance”.
‘Well, one eannot too highly admire the fortltud'e of
those who, in giving “a really cordial reception”
to the Royal Commissioners, could keep their
countenance in face of such a visitation. What more
convinoing proof of the country’s welcome to the
Commigsioners can there possibly be than that the

- Hindu, than which there is no more bitter critic

of Government, “has published two special photo-
graphs” of them ?
And the Council of State also has decided to co-

operate withthe Commission. It may at the first blush
seem uunfortunate that this Council of Elder States-

men oan elect only two out of the seven members of ~.

the Indian legislature’s commitiee andthat it is en-
countered by the inhibitory vote of the Assembly in
respect of the election of the remaining five, bug t,h_:s
fact is really an advantage For then the Commit-
tee will be a compact body of just the size one would
desire, consisting, say, of two knights like Sir
Maneckji Dadabhoy and Sir Umar ;-Iayat_: Khan,
representing the voice of the real India which Lord
Birkenhead is so burning to hear, Nor will the sage
counsel of these Indian Commisgioners be distracted
by having to deal with provineial committees, for
the Provincial Councils too like the Asgsembly seem -
anxious toavoid setting up committees in order to leave

a clear field to our Council of State representatives, -

.
.
L1

The Central Provinces, Madras and now the United ™ .

Provinces have decided to leave the British—and the
Indian—Commission alone, and wehope the other pro-
vinces too will see the wisdom of & similar self-deny-
ing ordinance and make it possible for the pairof
Dadabhoy-Umar to negotiate on a“footing of equality”
with the Simon Seven on the future constitution of
India.

For wasn't it accounted a defect in the pro-
cedure prescribed—no, just recommended—to the Com-
mission in Parliament, that the Indian Commission
would have only & partial hearing of the case 88 it.
mwight be put to the British Commission if it were to-

b
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ba superseded by Provincial Commissions in the pro-
vinces ? It is true that Sir John Simon hss very con-
siderately removed the defect by authorising the In-
dian Commission to attend the provincial gessions
and hear the evidence, though the Provincial Com-
mittees will be the principal parties which will be
ohiefly concerned inrespect of this part of the evidence.
But if things shape themgelves as we desire, the two
knights will have the gole authority to hear evidence,
formulate proposals and conduct negotiations.
Lord Birkenhead will also be instsnily relieved of
the hsaunting fear that the two Commissions may
possibly issue two reports. We trust that the Simon
Commission wilt fully justify His Lordship’s confi-
dence by presenting & unanimous report; but in
regard to our Commission in the shape of Dadabhoy
and Hayat Khan he may be as sure that they
will fall in ss if he had given a previous mandate
to them. And then what will be wanting for India
to be planted firmly on the road to self-govern-
ment? It is & rare opportunity for Indian nation-
alism which it is to be earnestly hoped it will not
lightly throw away. P
* *

MR, H. N. BRAILSFORD has again in the New,
Republic of January 25 given a mas-

sitiod’s English- terly analysis of the reasons which
men in India.”” prompted the reactionary Lord
' Birkenhead in accelerating the date

of the Statutory Commission. It does not differ
from the nstionalist analysis, but the confirmation is
.of great value as coming from a writer of Mr, Brails-
ford’s eminence. “ As the years of Mr. Baldwin's
administration, *” says he, “* went on, far-secing men
had to reckun with a new danger. It is probable, or
at least, possible, that a Labour administration will
succeed it. Imperialists, espzcially if they have
lived most of their lives in India, might well foel
alarm. They had occasionally found even Liberals
troublesome, but what would these new men do—men
who profess to believe in India’s right of self-deter-
mination, men who look on Indian frade-unionists as
‘ comrades,’ men who were capable of recognizing
Moscow ? Accordingly, Lord Birkenhead $ook a bold
decision. He decided to anticipate dates and appoint
the Commission himself. This would have the
appearance of liberality, It would suggest his own
Toadiness to contemplate ample and timely reforms.
1t might placate the Indiang, who were in 8 compara-
tively depressed and modest mood. But, above al,
it would save the Empire from the Socialists. For by
every precedent, the report of this Commission would
1ose none of its authority, if the Tory administration
should fall. A Lsbour povernment would be bound
by the custom of British politieal life fo accept its
report as the basis of its own legislation. ” In order
to “ sterilise the Socialist opposition” the more
effectively, Mr. MacDonald was admitted by Lord
Birkenhead to his confidance and made a party not
only to the appointment of an All-White Commission,
but to the unsatisfactory procadure which, with all
the appasranca of giving liberty to Sir John Simon,

had besn laid down fur him,
* * *

THIS was no doubt a very clever strategy on the part
of the Indian Secretary ;but it was
really altogether unnecassary. We in
India know wsll by this time the
quality of the sontiments- about self-determination
which are mouthed so ghibly from Labour platforms
and which occasionally find expression even in the ra-
solutions of LabourC snfaraness, The Socialists, whose
only positive co-itribution 8- far to Indian polities is
the Beng:l Ordinance, ara notl> ked upon by Indians
exzctly as their saviours and need on that acecount
_oauge no disquiet to Lord Birkenhead and men of his

An Unexpzcted
Result.

ilk. Socialism, whatever it may be in theory, differs
but little in practice from imperialism, and at any
rate to Socialists like Mr. MacDonald (as Mr. Brails.
ford truly says) “self-deferminstion is a dooctrine
which has its uses only when it is expedient to break
up other people’s empires.” 1f imperialists may well in
future rely upon Sucialists as their allies in empire
policy, they must give up relying too much upon com-
munal dissensions in India prolonging their rule here.
For Mz, Brailsford himeself fears that “it is probable
that the attempt to boycott the Commission will acoen-
tuate these divisions.” The actual result of declaring
the boycott on the contrary is to bring appreciably
cloger together in 8 common nationality those amongst
the Hindus and Mahbomedans who ara generaliy
forward-looking in political movements bubt who
weore apt ocoasionally to stress overmuch the claims
of their respective communities to a share in political
powsr. Being brought to a fresh realization as to
how the enemies of India’s political advance utilise
communal feuds to the abiding detriment of our
common motherland, both the Hindu and Mahoms-
dan communalists seem now to be in a chastened
mood, agreeable to moderate, if not evento suspend,
their claims, and this is having a healthy reaction on
the conferences now taking place for the purpose of
arriving at an agreed scheme of self-government. We
are convinced that the boycott will do little harm
politically, but the gain which it has already brought
and promises to bring in the near futur, outweighs
any advantage that may possibly have accrued fous
by the inclusion of an Indian element in the
Commission, _
. * * *

THE U. P. Legislative Council has creditably acquit-

ted itself in the matter of voicing the
U. P. Council and almost universal feeling prevailing
the Commission. in the country about the Simon Com-

misgion. On the motion of its Deputy
President Mr. Mukandi Lal, the Council has stamped
the present constitution and schems of the Commis-
gion as wholly unacceptable and placed on record its
resolve to leave the Commission seversly alone.
In view of the presence of a strong reactionary
element in the Council which, thanks to the
efforts of the Msahomedan Minister, had latter-
ly organised its forces,the fate of the motion was not
quite & foregone conclusion, which greatly heightens
the value of the popular victory. Mr. Mukandi Lal
showed how the opposition to the Commission was
virtually unanimous, the only dissentient of
note being Sir Mahomed Shafi. iIn asking the
Council not to be in a hurry to commit itself,
the Finance Member, Mr. Lambert, remarked,
“ He would not say that it was in all circumstances
the best that could be had, ” which, if the Finance
Member’s remarks are any index to the official mind,
shows that even Government circles do not seem to
be altogether satisfied with it. Bome capitsl is sure
to be made of the fact that the motion was carried
by & majority of 1; but it must be borne in mind
that out of the 55 who voted against it, 18 were offi-
cials, 5 nominated members and 3 Europeans. The
majority in favour of the proposition is thus much
larger than appears at first sight. The minority in-
cludes also the Mshomedan Minister who does
not share the majority’s dislike of the Commission
and ought in fairness both to himself and the Coun-
cil make room for one who does. Thus all the three
provineiat Councils which, since the Commission's
personnel was announced, had an opporfunity of ex-
pressing their view of the matter have given un-
mistakable evidence that the Commission did not
enjoy their confidence.

L] * *
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-THE Chamber of Princes met recently at Delhi, as
usual, behind olosed doors and no
authoritative report of its doings is
available, But it is reported that the
Viceroy in addressing it impressed
upon the ruling Princes the urgent
need of reforming their edministrations so as to con-
duce to the greater happiness and oontentment of
their subjects. Should this be a fact, Lord Irwin has
done & distinet service both to the Princes and their
subjects. The first reform emphasised by the Viceroy
was “to make the higher judiciary absolutely
independent of executive control or executive mani-
pulation, ” This falls considerably short of what is
popularly known as the separation of judicial from
executive functions, for which the people in British
India have been carrying on a fruitless agitation for
years past. But even if Lord Irwin succeeds in
seeing this urgent reform carried into effect in ail
the States, he will have heiped substantially in put-
fing a stop to the glaring anomaly, none {oo rare in
Indian State administration, by which the ruler
constituting himself the suprsme judicial #ri-
bunual for his State does more than anyone else
to make his people lose all faith in the fairness and
impartiality of his judicial administration. The
Viceroy hasalso done well in animadverting upon
the scandalously prolonged European tours which
some of the ruling princes are in the habit of un-
dertaking year after year. Apart from the expense
involved in the tours, they involve long continuous
absence of the ruler from his people and put . him out
of touch with the administration of his State, Another
important sugzestion by the Vieeroy is that the
Princes should set a difinite limit to their personal
expenses. As things stand, thess are hardly disting-
uiishable from the public expenses met out of the
State treasury, which is very often exploited for the
personal whime and pleasures of the Princes. The
obvious consequence is that necessary public utility
gervices like education and sanitation are starved.
This cannot cesse unless the rulers are made to
appropriate not more than a stated percentage of their
State revenue for their personal use. What propor-
tion the ruler’s personal expenses should bear to
the revenue of his State is & matter which should
be decided in- consultation with the princes; but
there appears to be no reason why if the Maharaja
of Bikaner ean carry on with only 5 per cent, a
higher percentage should be allowed in the case of
any Indian Prince. Tt i to beseen how scon this
proposal to limit the personal expenses of the Princes
is carried into effect; at all events the readiness
with which it is accepted by them will be
regarded by the general public as the acid test of
their professed solicitude for the welfare of their
subjects, about which endless talk seems %o be
indulged in in some quarters at the present time.
* * »

THE ex-Maharaja of Nabha, who since the severance
Why All This. of his connection with his State, had
Secrecy P been staying at Debra Dun, has been

. asked by Government fo make Kodai-
kansl in the Madras Presidency the place of his resi-
dence. The title of ‘Maharaja’has also been with-
drawn end his monthly allowance reduced from
Rs. 25,000 to Rs, 10,000. The press communiqué making
this announcement is, to say the least of it, extremely
vague. It refers to certain conditions sttaching to
h}s.abdlcation without telling us what all those con-
ditions were. One of them was that he would remain
loyal to the Government which, according
to the communiqué, he has violated by
repeatedly taking part “in disloyal activities since his
deparfure from Nabhs.” At best this is an allega-
tion unsupported by any evidence as to how and

The Viceroy’s
Advice to the
Princes.

" when he didlso. We daresay such evidencs is in the

possession of Government ; buc of what value ig it if
it is feared it cannot stand the lightof day ¥ And-:
if, as the communiqué says, the ex-Maharaja was
repestedly guilty of disloyal acts, one fails o see
why the Government waited so long to proceed
against him in the manner they have now done.
We do not wish fo go into the constitutional ques-
tion whether the ex-Maharsja wag a prince at the.
time when at dead of the night on Feb. 18 he was
dramatically served with these orders ss he was
entraining for Lucknow or whether he ceased to be
so only when the announcement waspublished the
next morning. What we are chiefly concerned about
is the secret nature of the proceedings against him,
If he has broken the counditions of his agreement with
the Government, why not tell the public all about it
rather than letting it draw inferences based upon-
insufficient, and therefore misleading, data? The
attempt to raise the question in the Assembly by
meavs of an adjournment motion did not succeed
owing to the President’s refusal to admit it.
)

L] »

THE excise administration report of Assam for
. 1926-27 makes very disappointing -
Exclse im Assam. reading. The consumption of country
liquor in. that province has been

steadily growing and rose from 237,480 gsllo1sin
1925-26 to 262,115 gallons in 1926-27. No doubt
this consumption is not so high as it was some
years ago; but even affer making due allowanoz
for the special conditions of Asgam and giving due
weight to the official explanation given in the re-
port of this phenomenon, thz increase of over 11
per cenf. in a single year cannJt but be regardedas
very disquieting. In 1925-26, about 26,000 gailons
of foreign liquors were consumed, while in 1926-27
their consumption went up to 40,400 gallonsor a
rise of 57 per cent.! Ganjs, whose consumption
went up by over 2,000 seers in one year, ismore
in demand and is very likely taking the place of
opium. With a view to prevent the spread of the
opium habit to the rising generation, the sale of opium
to none but those who hold a pass entitling them to
a fized ration hag been prohibited and it is possible
that some of the erstwhile opium-eaters on aceount
of their failure to securethe required pass are taking
to Ganja in order to satisfy their eraving for opium..
Every care also seems to be taken that such passes
held by persons who are dead do not fall into other
hands. For this action to check the opium evil, the
Assam Government deserve s word of praise. There-
was an official inquiry during the year in order to.
find out whether opium was really giving place to
Ganja, but it proved inconclusive, The settlement
of opium and excige licenses in Assam is done by
tonder; and among the steps taken to promote

| temperance, the first place must of course be given

to the new Local Option Act which came into force
on April 1st last year, We ghall hope that this mesgure
will work better than a similar one did in 1he
Punjab, where public indifference seems to have
contributed in a large measure to its failure. Assam
does not apparently boast of any excise advisory
commiftees ; but in excise matters local boards and
municipalities are consulted, which is of course not.
to say that greater respact is shown to their advice
than is doneto the recommendations of excise advi-
sory ccmmittees in otber provinces. In the matter
of giving instruction in temperance in the vernacular
schools, Assam has set an example which deserves to
be copied elsewhers, Another distinguishing feature
of the excise administration of Assam has been that
aboriginal tribes and tes garden coolies are allowed
free home brewing of rice beer only for personal
consumption and not for eale.
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' THE BOMBAY BUDGET.

THERE is no mistaking the pesgimistic tone of most
of the speeches of members in connection with the
debate on the Budget in the Bombay Council. This
pessimism, although it may not be justified ultima-
tely, is hardly inexplicable in the light of the facts
revealed in the Financial Statement about the figures
of public debt, recurring interest charges and provi-
sion for amortisation. With a total debf outstanding
on the 1st April 1928 to the fune of Rs. 49:37 orores
and the annual interest charges standing at nearly
Rs, 3 crores, is it surprising that the members of the
Council feel the position to be serious? The debt
position becomes more alarming in view of the fact
that the total sinking fund has only reached the
figure of Rs. 78 lakhs. The consoling festure of the
debt position is that Rs, 237 lakhs is going to be
repaid during 1928-29. It may not be true, as Sir
C. V. Mehta reminded the Council in winding up the
debate, that “Bombay is totbering on the verge of
bankruptcy, or that the Finance Member was jug-
gling with the figures,” but with the nation-building
departments in a static condition and other depart-
ments gradually encroaching on them, it was the
duty of members to emphasize this aspect of the
matter. The reduction of the splendid closing
balance at the end of 1925-26, of Rs. 664 lakhs to
Rs. 169 lakhs at the end of 1928-29 isunfortunate but
the Finance Member can in no way be held respon-
sible for what was due to an unprecedented cala-
mity, and a large deficit for two successive years
under debt heads which reduced the balance by
nezrly Rs. 3 crores.

_ Coming to inevitable comparisons, we think Dr.
Ambedkar made out 8 very good point in showing
that while in other provinces the expenditure. on
Transferred Departments had been steadily increas-
ing and that on Reserved Departments steadily
decreasing, in Bombay it was just the reverse. The
foilowing figures quoted by him are significant; the
Punjab had increased its expenditure on Transferred
Departments by 29-41 per cent; the corresponding
figure for Bihar and Orissa was 44-66 per cent.; while
in Bombay there was 6-32 per cent. increase on the
Reserved side and only 5-8 per cent. on the Transfer-
Wo think the Finance Member is bound
to reply to these allegations about the sins of omis-
sion on behalf of the whole of the Executive, includ-
ing the Ministers. How can we afford to shelve
schemes of primary education year after year, on
the ground of the shortage of funds? Taking the
figures of General Administration also, the compari-
son is unfavourable to Bombay. The Punjab spends
asbout a crore under this head and U. P, about Rs. 16
crores under the same head; while Bombay spends
Rs. 2'21 crores, OIf course the Finance Member has
asked us to remember that Bombay msintains s
higher standard of life and consequently & higher
level of remuneration ; but this cannnot explain such
a wide divergence between the two provinces. To
us it clearly appears to be a case of top-heavy admi-
nistration. )

It is difficult to dogmatize about methods of
retrenchment but without going into the details of
the pgeveral departments we can suggest general
heads where economy can be practised. The number
of Executive Councillors should be reduced from four
to two ; the divisional Commissionerships which hava
been recognized to be the fifth wheel in the coach can
be abolished. Civil Works ought to be kept within a
specific limit fixed by financial considerations and
not by demands of departments. If Government does
not begin to retrench from now, it is dificult to ima-
gine what would be the condition of the finances
when the Excise revenue in accordance with the
prohibition policy will be gradually wiped out. Im
this"connection it is worth noting that the suggestion
contained in all financial utterances that the onus of
pointing out definite items for retrenchment lies om
the oritics is vicious in principle as well as practice.
Those who know the inner working of departments
can alone find out where economy can be practised.
All that is vequired is the will to do so and if the will
is wanting the problem would, it appears, be for ever
impossible of solution. For a Government to ask
the Opposition or the publicist to suggest lines of
retrenchment would be to confess to an incapacity for
self-analysis,

The fact that we have a:balanced@ Budget during
the year ought not to conceal from us the serious
condition of the finances of our provines. 'According
to Government’s own confession all avenues of eco-
nomising have been exhausted ; Education and Public
Health will make greater demands on the purse in the
immediate future, It would be unwise to count upon
getting a large slice of the Income—tax since the
Government of India have never given an indication
to that effect. The whole question might be re-
considered by the Statutory Commission, but it will
be years hence that any decision will be reached. It
behoves the trustees of the Bombay Finances there-
fore to rely only upon the present heads of revenue
and cut their coat according to the eloth.

WITHIN OR WITHOUT ?
II-*
DISTRUSTFUL as it seemed of Lord Miiner’s sugges-
tion easing the conslitutional difficulty, the Canadian
Government was insistent on maintaining its posi-
tion that it must have an equal part with the Mother
Country in the determination of the foreign policy
of the Empire. So the Canadian Parliament was
called to a special session on September 1st, 1919,
and on the following day the Prime Minister moved
a resolution to the effect that“ it is expedient that
Parliament do approve of the Treaty of Peace bet-
ween the Ailied and Associsted Powers and Germany
(and the protocol annexed thereto), which was sign-
ed at Versailles on the 28th day of June, 1919, and a
copy of which has been laid before Parliament, and
which was signed on behslf of His Majesty, acting
for Canada, by the plenipotentiaries therein named,
and that this House do spprove of the same”, Canada
has slso her minority-MoslemsS and Responsivists,
and the spirit of the speech of the Canadian Premier in-

- troducing this resolution camein for somesharp eriki~

cism, “We are not a nation in the true sense of tha_

* The first article appeared in our last issue.
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term,” said the Hon. D. D, McKensie, Parliamentary
Liberal leader at the time., “We nre part of a great
Empire of which we are proud. .. It wouid be a weak-
ness for us to put ourselves $o one side, to separate
ourselves from the rest of the Empire, and to attempt
to become a separabe nation, or & separate part of the
Empire as far as these obligations are concerned.” A
Fronch Canadian, Mr. Lapointe, even raised the issue:
“If we are for all purposes separate and distinct
members of the League, what would be our position in
_case of a conflict between (Gireat Britain and another
member of the League, in which the Executive of the
League should decide agsinst Great Britain and a
war ensue P’

An answer, if not to this identieal query, at least
to something like it, was furnished by the events of
the year 1922. Lats in the summer of that year
Mr. Lloyd George reslised that the Turkish situa-
tion was reversed, a new war with Turkey was the
only expedient to preserve what was considered to be
vital British interests in the Near East, and made his
famous appeal to the Dominions and the Zatile
Enfente for support of military action agsinst the

Turks, There was no ambiguity about Canada’s answer.

toit. “Under our system of responsible government,”
gtated the Canadian Premier in the Canadian House
of Commons, “the Canadian Parliament should deter-
mine, except in the case of threatened or actual inva-
sion, whether the country would participate in wars
in which other nations or other parts of the British
Empire may be involved.” Probably this very definite
policy determined the British Government's action
in sending Indian troops rather than secking to
obtain Canadian forces for action in China. This
declaration of 1922 was a positive aspect, if so it may
bo termed, of the right which the Dominion had
negatively, so to speak, ssserted a year earlier, for
when in the summer of 1921 the treaty between
Great Britain and Japan waes due for renewal, that
step had to be abandoned in spite of Britain’s in-
clination for it and of the support of the majority of
the Dominions because Canada was against it. The
possible reactions of such a procedure on the re'a-
tions between the TUnited Sitates and Canada due
to the strained relations betweentheformer and Japan
became the main consideration, In 1923 a further
- gtep in the same direction was taken when Canada
contested the Imperial Government's right to parti-
cipata in the negotiations of the Halibut Treaty with
the United States and asserted the Dominion's right
fo conclude treaty obligations concerning them
only, wholly and solely on their own account,
in the following resolution of the Imperial
Couference of that year: “Bilateral treaties
imoosing obligations on one part of the Empire only
should only be signed by & representative of the
Government of that part. The full powers issued to
such a ropresentative by the Crown should indicate
the part of the Empire in respect of which the obliga-
tions are fo be undertaken, and the preamble and text
of the treaty should be wo worded as to make itz
scope clear.”

How jealously Canada regards her independence
and how gubstantial it is in spite of her formal status
a8 8 unit of the Empire may be realised when it is
seen that even after all these developments, when the
Pesce Treaty with Turkey came for ratification,
Canada declined to do it on the ground that she had
played no part in the preliminaries of this particular
treaty. “My Ministers do not feel they are in s
position to recommend to Psrliament the spproval” of
the Treaty; “without tne approval of Parliament they
feel they are not warranted in signifying approval
and ratification of the Treaty” was the Canadian
Premier's direct reply.

Turning to Genevs, it will be seen that Canada’s
part here is charaoterised by the esme independence.
From the outset Canada manifested her opposition to-
Article X of the Covenant of the League of Nations
dealing with the guarantee of territorial integrity
and political indepsndence of the Member States, cne
of the few gurvivals of the purely Wiisonian parts
of the League’s constitution, At the Peace Conference
Cansadian representatives voted, however, for the
Covenant 2s a whole, while af the same time making
the reservation that the Canadian Government would
move an amendment abt a later date. At the first
Assembly on December 6, 1920, Mr. Doherty, the
Canadian delegate, prcposed: * That Article X
of the Covenant of the League of Xations
be and is hereby struck out.” The matter went
up to the Council Ffor investigation, =and on
September 14,1922, Mr. Lapointe, speaking for Canada,
at the First Committee stated that as he was convinc-
ed that it was impossible to secure the deletinn of the
article he would be content with instituting the
amendment * taking into account the political and
geographical circumstances of each case, * He also
said, “ The opinion given by the Council in such
cases shall be regarded as a matter of the highest
importance, and shall be taken into consideration by
all the members of the League, who shall not be under
the obligation to engage in any act of war without
the consent of its Parlisment, Legislature, or other
representative body.” It is significant that when this
smmendment was circulated for opinion among the
Members Great Britain maintained silence. With
regard to both the Geneva Protocol and the Locarno
Pact Canada has taken a different line of action from
the Mother Country. The Rt. Hon. Sir George Foster,
the Chief Canadian delegate to the Seventh Assembly,.
declared: “ I think it is right, at this stage, that we
should say to this Assembly and to the League of
Nations itself, that we consider that we have equal
rights to representation on the Council and other«ise
with every one of the fifty-six members of the League

. of Nations,” The Eighth Assembly witnessed Canada’s

entry into the Counecil.

The origing of the establishment of direct diplo-
matic relations between Washington and Oltawa are
to be found in the results of the work of the Canadian
War Mission in the United States. Betwesn Febru-
ary 1918 and the Armistice, they are said to hsave
secured contracts for the Canadian industries to the
extent of £46,000,000, In the eourse of the Parlinmen-
tary discussion of the future of the Mission, the
President of the Privy Council stated : “ While the
soveral British Ambassadors at Washington have
rendered admirable service to Canada, cur business
with the United States is now on so large a scale that
the Government is convinced that our interests
cer only be adequately protected by a Canadian
representative resident in Washing on, Therefore
it has been decided to continue the War Mission
until permanent representation has been arranged
for, ., . If the representative is to be truly a Canadian
representative, his functions must have a8 wider scope-
than of merely dealing with matters of trade. The
condition creates the need; the need undoubtedly
will be met when the arrangements are completed.
Moreover, Canada hag a unique opportunity of being
the means of keeping more closely together than they
have been in the past—the Mother country and our
sister nation fo the South. We wunderstand the

. Americans better than the Old Country peopls do,

‘We may be interpreters between the two ; I am sure,.
therefore, that the appointment of a8 Canadian repre-
sontative at Washington is in the interests of the
Empire as 8 whole, as woll as of Canada, ™

The appointment of the Canadian Ambassador
st Washington ecoming ss i did in 1926 gave a
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precedent to the Irish Free State which it was not
slow to follow. The Frea State has also set up a big
interrogation mark to the term “ Dominion Status ™
by sending in the instrument of ifs creation o Geneva
to be registered among the international treaties. The
Mother Country has called the procedure into ques-
tion, but the matter cannot be said to be settled until
:tome definite issue arises directly relevant to this
ep-

The right of self-government within the Empire,
it has been sometimes urged, is based on jus
sanguinis, but the inclusion of French Canadians and
Trateh Boers among the legitimate claimants fo this
right denies that oontention. It may be, however,
argued with some reason that the Empire is a white
Empire. Probably this is what Mr, Baldwin had in
mind when in the course of his Guildhall speech he
gaid that the future of ecivilipation itself wasg
involved in i, while referring to the basis
of the composition of the Simon Commission
The British made themselves unnecessarily con-
spicuous by opposing the Japanese proposal to embody
the principle of racial equality in the Covenant of
the League of Nations, But for their single excep-
tion and President Wilson’s indecent hurry sometimes
to secure his own points which led to his insistence
on unsnimity in this regard, that principle might
now add lustre to Geneva’s banner. Here as else-
where, however, the attempt to unroot some precon-
ceived principle of British psychology is an error.
‘The Britisher is splendidly self-contradictory, and
only the other day in the Imperial Parliament a non-
white and non-Christian member found himself
possessed of the right of influencing a decision on the
Englishman’s ritual of worship. The Imperial Con-
ference of 1917 as well as 1926 leaves no room to put
emphasis on the distinction of colour as a prinecipls
in Imperisl politics. What is far more probable it
that the British have an apprecistion of 8 good fight
for a good cause and nothing may be expected of
them excopt through foreible and appropriate assertion.

That even . Canada could not have obtained her.

present position in the Empire without it is evident
from the Canadian Premier's insistence in the
Canadian Parliament on September 2nd, 1919: “I
hope that the House will realise that the recognition
‘'and ststus accorded fo the British Dominions at the
Imperial Pesce Conference were not won without
constant effort and firm resistance. ”

RAGHUNATH Row,
{ Concluded ).

TREATIES AND POLITICAL PRACTICE.
I

"THE Indian Princes are claiming that their rela.
tions are directly with the Crown, that their status
is that of ‘politically separate and constitutionally
independent units of this Indian Empire’ and that
they are sovereigns in their internal affairs on the
strength of the treaties concluded with them. No-
body desires that these treaties should be thrown to
the winds or treated as mere scraps of paper. But
what is really to be deplored is that, without trying
‘properly to understand the treaties or their provi-
sions, inferences are sometimes drawn from mere
catch-phrases and the cry raised of ‘treatiesin danger.’
The Princes are getting up claimg on tie basis of
treaties which cannot stand & moment’s serutiny. Tha
" task of reviewing all these treaties is of course beyond
the scope of this journal. Wae, however, propose to
deal with the treaties of the more important Princes
who at present boss' the show of the Narendra
Mandal, viz, the Maharajas of Bikaner, Patiala,
Jamnsagar and Alwar. There are 108 members of

the Chamber of Princes and their treaties undoubted.
Iy deserve serious consideration. An important
oonsideration which deserves to be borne in mind is,
ag stated in the Montford Report, tha: the Ereaties
must be read and interpreted as & wholeand in the
light of the relations established between the parties
not only at the time when a particular treaty was
made but subsequently. The conditions under which
the tresties were execuited have undergone material
changes and the literal fulfilment of the particular
obligations which they impose has become practically
impossible, It is further necessary that along with
the treaties, political practice, which is in force in con-
nection with these States, must also be carefully scruti-
nized. Lord Reading in his famous despatch to the
Nizam pertinently and suthoritatively stated that the
soversignty of the British Crown is based not only
on treaties and engagements but exists independently
of them, Political practice, therefore, as cobserved in
the case of the Indian States, is 8 material factor in
construing the position of the Indian Statesin the body
politic, It shows the limitations which are imposed
upon the right of sovereignty which is claimed by
the Indian rulers in their domestic affairs. We
are basing our conclusion upon the treaties as pub-
lished in the authoritative work of Mr, Aitchison, If
there are any treaties which are not included therein
but which may be in existence in the confidential files
of the Government and the States, we are open to
correction and we shsall feel obliged if the rulers
correct the statement of facts narrated below.

BIKANER,
The first treaty which was concluded with
Bikaner was in the year 1818 by the
Bast = India Company through Mr. Charles

Moetealf to whom full powers were granted by the
Marquis of Hastings, the then Governor General
of Indis, It was a treaty iwmposing subordinate
co-operation on the Maharaja of Bikaocer, and the
British Gtovernment on their part engaged to protect
hig territories and reduce his rebellious subjects to
obedience, The British Government wasto be the
arbitrator between the Maharaja and his heirs and
successors in case of any dispute. The Msharajs
was bound to furnish troops at the requisition of
the British Government according to his mesans and
agreed to extradition treafies and to the levy of a scale
of duties on goods passing through his ferritories from
Kabul to India. [he Maharaja in 1879 agreedto a
treaty for not manufacturing salt in his territory. In
1889 the Maharajas ceded to the British Government
full and exclusive jurisdiction of every kind over the
lands in his State occupied by the Jodhpur-
Bikaner and Bikaner-Bhai{inda Railway systems. He
ceded similar jurisdiction as regards the Southern
Punjab Railway. In 1893 the Maharaja entered into
an undertaking to abstain from coining silver and
copper in his own mint. The treaties were every
time concluded by the Governor General of India
and were negotiated under tha authority of the Govern-
ment of India. They establish the position of sub-
ordinate co-operation of the Ruler with the British
Government. The Maharaja agreed not to enter into
any negatiations with any Chief or State without the
knowledge and sacction of the British Government.
This condition, coupled with the conditions of ceding
juriediction, restricting transit duties, abolition of
salt manufacture and the elosure of t+e mint, unmis-
takably prove the subordinate position of the State,
and the pretensions of the Maharaja to be regarded as
a politically independent unit of the Indian Empire
are thoroughly untenable. Every autonomousand
independent Ruler has aright to manufacture any
goods and salt is one of such commodities. Coinage
is an insignia of sovereignty and the undertaking
toclose the mint proves only the dependent feudatory

-
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position of the Bikaner State, As regsrds the political
practioe the history of the State is equally interesting.
In 1829 the Maharajan of Bikaner in violation
of his treaty engagement invaded Jaisalmer, but
the British Government interfered and settled
the dispute. In 1830 the British Resident wae
agked by the‘ Chief ' of Bikaner to send a British
force, to assist him in reducing some rebellious
nobles. The Resident complied with the request,
but he was severely reprimanded by his superiors
and it was 1aid down by the Government that the
Chief of Bikaner {it is to be noted thatthe Ruler is
styled as the ‘Chief’ and not as the "Maharaja’) had no
right to call on the British Government for military
aid against his disaffected subjects at any future
period. They warned the Resident that military aid
should never be given to Native States for the suppres-
sion of internal disturbances except under the specific
suthority of the Government. In 1861 the ruler of
Bikaner committed outrages on subjects of Jodhpur and

he was reminded of his treaty obligations, In 1871 the
exorbitant lovies of the Maharaja over his subjects
gave rise to much discontent, with the result that
some of the Thakores of his Statehad to take refuge in
British territory. A British officer was deputed to
Bikanerin 1871 to enquire intothe differences betwean
the Ruler and his subjects. The Maharaja promised to
reduce his expenses and to improve his administra.
tion by appointing a Council. These promises were
not fulfilled and misgovermment continued. Maharaja
Sardar Singh, who was then ruling, died in 1872 and a
boy was adopted and the administration was tempo-
rarily carried on by a British Officer assisted by a
Council. The young Mah~raja was entrusted with
tuling powers in 1873 but maladministration and
the discontent of the Thakores did not abate. The
Maharaja Dongar Singh was repeatedly pressed to
bring about reforms but maladministration was ram-
pant and led the nobles of the Stafe to rise in open
rebellion against the ruler. If became necessary to
march a small British force into the country to
support the authority of the ruler and the Thakores
were subdued without much trouble. This incident

happened in 1883 and has a significant moral. When -

there is acute discontent and the subjects rise in revolt
the British Government ioterferes and supports the
authority of the runler with its military force.
This was donie in Bikaner twice ; once in 1830 and
again in 1883, With a view to avert this direct inter-
terence in suppressing revoli and in restoring
order end good government, the Britich Govern-
ment warned to the rulers of Bikaner against
allowing a recurrence of similar frouble to take
place in future. But these warnings were not
heeded, and the British arms had to support.the
succesgive rulers of Bikaner on their gad: and restore
order. Herein lies the real crux of the situation.
The Indian Rulers want to enjoy independence in
their internal affairs, But this they cannot enjoy
unless they maintain good administration and
refrain from goading their people to desperation.
Can they maintain their dynasties and gadis
against the oppressed subjects in the absence of
the protection of the British Government ? The
apswer is plain. The price of this protection is the
maijntenance of good government and carrying on the
administration in such a manner a& not to drive the
people to discontent and breaches of the peace. The
Indian Princes, therefore, ¢annot claim sovereign
rights even in their domestic affairs. The British
Government has the right to interfers whenever peace
and order are likely to be in danger by reason of mis-
rale; and this is what is conveyed by the expression
sovereignty exists independently of treaties.” Lord
Curzon once observed, “Security cannot be repaid by
license or the guarantee of . rights by the uncharter-

ed exercise of wrong.” The [ndian Princes some-
times chafe at the interference on the part of the
British Government in their internal affairs on the
ground of their supposed independence and
sovereignty. This claim is not however warranted
by their so-called treaties. The political practice in
regard to Bikaner clearly disproves such a claim
and we would request the Maharaja to enlighten us
as to what treaty supports his elaim of direct relations
with the Crown or the theory of his political rela-
tions being with the British Government independ-
ently of the Government of India, of the Governor
General and of the Foreign and Political Department.

G. R, ABHYANEKAR.

OUR EUROPEAN LETTER.

{ From Oux Own Correspondent. )
GENEVA, February 9.

A BETRAYAL.

GENEVA is astir with the news of the betrayal.
The Internstianal Labour Office has never been any-
thing but a second to the diplomats assembling here
periodically, though they are wont to add in paren-
thesis * and do not let us forget the Labour Office to
which are turned the expectations of so many work-
ing men all the world over * to their rhetorie at non-
diplomatic gatherings. Now the British Government
has iniormed the Governing Body of the LL.O. that
it does not see its way to ratify and enforce the
Washington Convention of 1919 of the Eight Hours
Day. That instrument, according to this contention,
stands in need of revision because it was drafted hur-
riedly and it does not correspond tv the present situs-
tion. This last consists in the need to increase post.
war European industrial recovery by means of
national economies. It is recalled by the British
Government that the Convention itself provides for
probable revision after ten years. It has succeeded
in gefting the question made a part of the programme
for the meeting of the Governing Body in April when
it will be decided whether the demand for the revision -
shall come before the General Meeting of the Inter~
national Labour Office next year. Meanwhile the
sifuation that has arigsen is, as the Director of the
LL.O. characterised it to be : “Ce n'est pas tragique,
Muis c'est grave.” It is grave because the fundamental
of the Labour position, included in the Treaty of
Verssilles and engraved in the I.L.O. so as to meet
the eye on entering it, the co-relation hetween econo-
mic and social well-being and international peacs,
finds its concrete expression in the Eight Hours
Convention. The theory of high wagesas a basis of
prosperity seemed to underline it. Attempts to obkain
genersal acceptance of the Eight Hours Day have
been the principal business of the IL.O. in the
nine years since ils creation, which have seen it
grow second only to the League in importance, as is
shown by its budget of over eight million franecs for
the present year.
FRANCE’S POSITON.
The curious part of the proceeding was the sup-
port that the F¥remch Government accorded to the
British pogition. France voted an Eight Hour Day

88 8 standerd in 1919, before the' Conference in
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‘Washington., It is one of the few nations to bake
such a step. Out of the fifty-five nations represented
in the ILL.O. such important industrial countries
ag France, Great Britain, Germany, and Italy have
failed to ratify the Convention although in practice
they have generally maintained the standard. A con-
ference of the Furopen nsations in London some
months ago finally agreed in principle to ratify, al-
though each made its action dependent on the others
doing it. Here again, therefore, the position is simi-
Iar to what it is in the League when a simultaneous
decision has to ba taken in any matter, and the ana-
logy completes itself in the faot that Britain takes
the lead in the initiative towards reaction. France
would seem as ususl to follow suit ; yet the reac-
tions of French and British Labour will not be the
game in this respect. The traditionsl forces of French
politics are all on the side of the principles Labour
represents, and however strong may be M onsieur
Poineare’s group at the moment, it carthot in the long
run resist them. Power is no novel experience to
the Continenta! Socialists and they are at no pains
to don the gilk hsts and striped pantaloons of
political life to make their eligibility to office im-
pregsive. Monsieur Leon Blum, the Paris Socialist
leader, has taken the matter in hand, and here is
" what L’ Humanilé thinks of it : “The British employ-
ers, with whom the Chiefs of the Labour Farty have
concluded a social peace, are on the way of throw-
ing out the Bight Hour Day, the essential conquest of
the international working class, The Eight Hour
Day wasobtained on the morrow of the war by the
direct fight the proletariat put up for it. In France; the
Clemenceau Government had it passed in light days
. because the soldiers, beeome citizens, multiplied the
the strikes, the threats, and the descent into the
boulevards, The anger of those who had returned
from the trenchés was then fesred, And it was
under the terror of their revolt that the eight hour
day wasaccorded. Todsy Socialists and Syndicalist
retormers have renounced the classstruggle for the
.co-operation of the classes. The employers with whom
they collaborate‘ with all their heart’ respond by
prossing for the revision of the Eight Hours
Convention. Is this not sufficiently decisive #”
THE LABOUR PARTY.

Stung by the move at Geneva, Mz. MacDonald,.

in replying to the King's speech at the opening of
Parliament, characterised the British Government’s
Jemand for the revision of the Washington Conven-
tion a8 “ absolutely impossible.” Another circum-
gtance to give him reason for introspection hss been
the Government's decision to put off the Factories
Bill until anothar gession. It is a state of affairs
which calls for the enunciation of a moral which has
long been obvious to those who would see it. The
rocent apparent success of Labour af the bye-elections
{ which isreally due to the double negative of the or-
dinary resctiors of any electorate to a Government

in its fourth year and the collapse of the Liberal

Party ) has rerhaps sarved to veil it, thus making
added affirmation nacessary. Thetruth can never be
too ofter 183:atad that Europe, and particularly

‘Great Britain, is todsy at the cross-roads: the strug-

gle of 1914 was physical ; today it is moral and much
more decisive. At this turning point there is little
scope for the traditional gift of compromise and Mr.

‘MacDonald and his friends, in having pitched their
_ideal to Downing Street instead of to a s'ar, have en-

feebled British Labour considerably. SBocialism ean-
not in the circumstances be practioal politics for the
moment and it can only be religion to the young,

liberalism to the old, and philosophy to the aged.
In politics it can only be a moral counterpoise under-
miping the aggressiva preponderance of ruling ten-
dencies. Instead of that the Parliamentary Labour
Party is today a piteous lot of middle-aged men with
nothing round their nakedness of office-seeking but
the worn-out fibre of knightly memories. The Mae-
Donald group, likethe professional diplomats, have to
taks steps wnich the New Leader appropriately ealls
forward and backward st the same time, and sirce
the morality involved in such & proceeding is of a
line with that of their opponents, they do not move
at all. British Labour today has lost its best brains
( witness the secession of fine spirits such as Shaw
and Wells from it ), its high principles ( witness the
easy compromises it made as regards. China and In-
dia }; its universality ( witness the constant ruptures
with ocontinental bodies) and if it counts on its re-
oent gains at the polls for its strength it will be
counting without its host, for when the time oomes to
manifest its positive features, it will fare as poorly
as the Liberal Party fares today. Would the Liberals
be where they are now if only Mr. Lloyd George
had had the courage to strike s distinctive note at
Versailles ?
CANADA’S ADVANCE,

Aftor direet diplomatic relations with the Unit.
ed States, France, Japan, and (Greaf Britain, the next
move for Canada would naturally be to determine
her connection with South America and thus deli-
cately and steadily but suraly approach towards
defining the posilion with regard to the Pan-Ameri-
can Union. The far-reaching imporsance of this last
stop makes it hesitant but there need be no incre-
dulity about the rumours in this matter aiter all that
has happened. ‘The Canadians have a way of plung-
ing into precedents and those who know how Canada
found her way into the Couneil at the Eighth Agsem-
bly and reduced the head of the British delegation to
& helpless and dazzled middieman will have an
adequate idea of the resourcefulness ol Canadians.
But it would be wrong to conclude from the Canadian
advance that it is due to the pressure of unanimity.
Nat only did Sie George Foster criticise the Govern-
ment's forward poliey in the Senate, but Sir George
Perley in the Canadian House of Commons attacked
the Government for “taking 8 step fraught with such
far-reaching consequences as the establishment of
new Ministers in Paris and Tokyo without consult-
ing Parliament” and Mr McKenzie King, the Pre-
mier, had to intervene fo say that, “at least as far as
Japan was eoncerned, the proposal for Ministries was
only tentative and Parliament would be consulted
about the appropriztion”. Mr. Cahan, the Consarva-
tive mamber coming from Montraal, was even more
cutspoken ; he urged that Canada was not a soversign
Statz and that her Parliament was still subordinate
to the British Parliament end limited in jirisdiction
to her own territory, He went so far as {2 suggest
an advisory committee of Canadian experts to
dovise ways and means whersby, when the old sta~
tutory constitution of Canada was shatierad, there
m'ght be provided “sumzthing eanduring which will
take ils pleacas and kesp us in political association
with the rest of the Empire™.
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THE SIMON COMMISSION,
India's reactions to the arrival of the Royal
“Commission have stirred the world’s attention to it.
Many a paper, Continental and American, has given
‘wide notice to the problems and conditions in the

-qountry.
OUR PARLIAMENTARY LETTER.

{ From Qur Own Correspondent, }
DELEL, February 24,

ASSEMBLY'S SIGNAL VICTORY.

THIS week showed clearly once more the difference
between the two Houses of the Central Legislature :
-the Assembly won a signal victory over the (Govern-
ment and its supporters, while the Council of State
set its face against the decision of the popular House.
The debate on the Statutory Commission was continu-
ed on Saturday and sll shades of opinion, from
wholehearted eo-opsration to nnalloyed non-eo-opera-
tion, were exprossed at their hest, Dr. Suhrawardy
pleaded for unalloyed co-operation and tried to twit
the Swarajists but failed. Dr, Gour imitated Mr.
Jayakar in defining conditional co-operation but had
no support even from his party in that attempt. My
‘. S Ranga Iyer represented the Leftist Section in
the Congress Party and warned Government that if
they did not move with the times, a time would coms
when the ‘ constitutionalists like themselves wounid
be thrown overboard and the field occupied by revo-
lutionists’. Pandit Motilal was more clear when he
admitted that Sir John Simon might be a big man but
India was not going to surrender to the biggest man
on that account, and added “We stand nupon a funda-
mental principle that Britain and British Parliament
have no right to force a Constitution upon us against
our wishes.” There was one strain in all the speeches
viz,, that the composition of the Commission wasa
deliberate attempt to humiliate Indis, not only in the
eyes of the world, but also in the eyes of the Indians
themselves ; that there was nothing ‘ joint ’or *free’
in the ‘Conference ®and that the word *colleague’
was & misnomer. Thera was very little argument
on the Government side and Sir Basil fried to paint
a lurid picture of re;urrance of non-co-operation and.
atyled the opposition as a barren policy. He repeated
what Lord Birkenhead had said the other day, that the
e¢omposition of the Commissionwas not to bs changed.
The very manner in which the defeat of the Gove
ernment on such a erucial point is being explained
away shows how geriously Government is perturbed
over it. But Sir John SBimon, statesman as he is, has
committed a veritable blunder by calling it a defeat
by ‘& narrow majority * and that the majority of six
did not decide the igsue for the whole of India. Lord
Birkenhead once more warned Indians on the eve of
the debate that * with the assistance of the Legisla-
tures or without, the Commission will earry out its
tagk, * _ The warning stiffened the opposition to the
Commission instead of weakening it, 25 perhaps was
intended, '
THE INDIAN Navy BILL

Immediately on the heels of this defeat, Gov-
-ernment was foiled in another attempt at foisting up-
on India an ‘Indisn Navy'’ Mr. Chetty showed
how reactionary the measure was inasmu-h as the
conditions hedging the recrnitment of Indians made
it impossibie at least for decades to have an Indian
officer on it. He quoted from the Hansard and show-
ad how the suggestion that the Indian Navy should
not ba used out of Indis without India’s consent was
congidered preposterous; and how the suggestion that
‘the cost of such an expadition should not ba charg-
ed fo Indizn revenues without the consent of the
Indian Lagisiature was sat sside on the ground that

India in her prosent transitional stage did not enjoy
fall control over her revenues. [t was also clear that
the Indian taxpayer would have to pay for a Navy
which would be controlled by the British Govern-
ment and British officers only. The purpose of the
whole scheme was criticised as an attempt to enlarge
the British Navy at the expense of India. Mr. Jinnsh
concurred in SirSivaswamy Aiyer’s opinion that India
would accept it if it was started in a spirit of
sympathy and trustfulness; otherwise it would he
a mienomer. The House was not prepared fo accept
the Bill as it involved additional sums on the non:
votable items and once more made it clear that it
would not take things lying down.

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES FOR THE
DEPRESSED CLASSES,

The day for the non-official resolutions evoked
a lively debate on the question of provision of spe-
cial facilities for the Dapressed Classes for educa-
tion. The Resolution served ko expose the true na-
ture of the recent declarations about the Govern-
ment's extraordinary solicitude for the welfare of the
Depressed Classes under their paternal care, Mr.
Jayakar made it clear in moving the resolution that
there was no political move on his part,—as was
hinted at afterwards in the debate. Hoe quoted from
the proceedings of the Punjab Legislative Counecil
and showed that at the present rate these classes
would hive to walit tili the Doomsday for their up.
liftment, He therefore wanted meraly to speed up the
progress in this direction, with the help of the Gov-
eroment. Mr, Bajpai briefly narrated the achievements
of Government so far and the various spacial arrange-
mants made for these classes. He thought the spirit of
tolerance that was quickening would soon obviate
the nacessity of such special arrsngements. Mr.
Jayakar wanted the Central Government fo issue
ordars to the Provineial Governments asking them to
pay spacial atlention to the education of the depres.
sed classes : but Mr. Bajpai said it was no! possible
for the Ceniral Government to meddle in the affairs
of the Provinces—more so in the Transferred Dapart-
ments. He tried to delude the House with figures

- the accuracy of which was repeatedly questioned and

Mr. Bajpui had attimes to beat a hasty retraat due
to the vigilancs of members like Mr., Joshi, Lala Laj-
pat Rai and Pandit Malaviya, Mr. Jayakar urged the
Government to formulate a policy in the light of

the debate and hope that they would not stint money
in this matter when they spent so lavishly on the

Army and other services,
THE RAILWAY BUDGET.

The Railway Budget presented by the Commerce
Member has been generally well received. The posi-
tion of the Railways six years back was thoroughly
ansound and Government had to resort to an increase
in rates to restore solvency. The financial chaog has
been overcome and the Railways ars nok only sclvent
but after making provision for the reserve fund to
fall back upon in times of stress they are making a
coniribution to the general revenses. A reduction of
rates and fares has been announced, but that can
hardly be called a relief to the travelling publie
whose average fravelling distance has baen official-

' 1y computed at less than 40 _miles. The question

of separation of railway finances from the general
finances is now agsain open for examination, as the
convention was to ba in forea only for three years.
Thers has been a general complaint that it has given
more latitnde to the Railway DBoard which hse
bacome an impzrium in imperio. The Railway
Board came in for much eriticism when Mr. Jam.
nadas Mehta moved his amendment to cut down the
expanditire of the Railwsy Board to Re. 1. There
was much scathing critioism against the entire Rail-
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way policy, specially sgainst the dogged resistance
shown by the Railway Board in the matter of India-
nisation, promised by the late Commerce Member.
One member went the length of asking whether the
Indian to be on the Board was still to be born! Mr.
Jamnadas Mehta cited instances to show that de-In-
dianisation was rapidly taking place and Europeans
even without qualifications were being dumped upon
India on one pretext or another. Several members
complained about the indifference of the railway
mansgement in the matter of comforts for Indian
"passengers and ventilated other allied grievances,
but the vote of censure implied in the suggested cut
failed to pass. '

THE SERVILE ELDERS,

In sharp contrast to the Assembly, the Counecil
of State discussed the question of the Statutory Com-
mission in & placid atmosphere. Mr. P. C. D. Chari
moved that the Council of State should request Gov-
ernment to form & committee of the Central Legis:
lature to co-operate with the Cominission with rights
which bave been already announced by the Chairman
of the Commission in his letter to thé Viceroy. Mr.
Chari frankly declared that the arguments advanced
in the Assembly did not convince him, Sir Maneckji
Dadabhoy entered an indignant protest against the
spurning of the great opportunity afforded by the
British Government. Mr, G, S. Khaparde ridicuied
the ides that the situation was grave and harped up-
on the idea that all would be well if you trusted
Government. Sir Pheroz Sethne put up a strong fight
and declared it to be the duty of every elected mem-
ber not o support the proposition in view of the
vote of the Assembly. * He hit the nail on the head
when be said, * constituted as this House is, Govern-
ment ean have everything their own way ™ He
fervenily appealed to the members to stand by the
other House ; but his was & cry in the wilderness
and the House by a majority decided to elect a com.
mittee of its own by adopting the amendment of Sir
M. Dadabhoy to that effect. None dared expect

_anything better of the Council.

OUR U. P. LETTER.

( From Our Own Correspondent,)
Lyokrnow, FEB. 24.

Yimon Commirsion and Council—The spring
gession of the loeal Legislative Council commenced at
Lucknow in the new Council Chamber on Feb. 22. The
new building was formally opened the previous day by
the Governor. This imposing edifice is much more
commodious snd much more up-to-date than the old
Canning College building which used to house the
Council ever since the year 1921. And it will be moras
convenient for the various needs and requirements
of the Legislature—immediate and proximate.
Besides the Council Chamber proper, provision is
made for a library room, s reading room, a waiting
room, three committee rooms andtwo refreshment
rooms, for the special use of members, In eddition
all the offices of the Government and the Council are
accommodated there. Specially constructed for the
purposes of & modern house of Legislature, the
accoustics of the building are assured ;the arrange-
ments for seats in the hall, semi-circular in shape,
are made with due regard to the convenience of mem-
hers. A long standing complaint of the members
has thus been removed and the Counecil begins to
work under greaily improved conditions.

The first day’s sitting of the Council was ex-
pected to open with the momentous debate onthe
Statutory Commission. The resolution on the subject
stood in the name of Pandit Badri Datt Pandey, a
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Swarajist member, but Mr, Pandey ; acting on advice -
from the leader of hie party, decided not to move
it. Soon after, the Swaraj Party in a body walked>
out of the House, and other non-official business was.
transacted The decision was perhaps due to the faet-
that the non-officials were not sure of their ground.
There were still a considerable number of waverers
and they bad to be ‘whipped.’” And both the Nation..
alists and Swarajists were eagerly looking forward to
To-day the situa-
tion seems to be more hopeful and the debate has
There was a record attend-
ance of members; sbout 115 were present out of &,
total of 123. The galleries were packed with visitors,.
the presence of the Hon. the Mahsaraja of Mahmuda-,
bad and the Hon. the Raja Sir Rampal Singh among:
them was & source of encoursgement to the nationa-
lists, Mr. Mukandilal {(Swarajist), Deputy President:
of the Council, moved the resolution :—"That this .
Council recommends to the Clovernment to inform
the Governor General in Council and His Majesty's,
Government in England that the present constitution
and scheme of the Statutory Commission are wholly
unacceptable to it and that it will have nothing to do
with the Commission at any stage and in any form.”"
As this is written the debate stands adjourned for the
day. It is difficult to give a correet forecast of the

" voting hecsuse of the peculiar constitution of the

House, and conditions in U, P. are not the same as".
in the Central Provinces or even in Madras, The.
forces are evenly matched ;and the gainorlossof a few

votes will determmine the strength of the nationalists .
and the reactionaries. Reading through the speech.

‘of the Finance Member appealing to the House to:

postpone consideration of the subject till some time
later, one may entertain the hope that the Council
will nequit itself creditably.

The Commission's Visit,—On its way down fo -
Caloutta the Simon Commission paid visits to Cawn--
pore and Benares. Fearing hostile demonstrations,
the officials who were in charge of the arrangements
maintained the utmost secreey till the last moment.
It was privately arranged that the members of the-
Upper India Chamber of Commerce, ‘‘representatives”
of the Muslim community and of the depressed c¢las-.
ses and local businessmen should wait on the Com-.-
mission at the Cawnpore railway station and simi-.
larly at Benares a small show was got up for the occa---
sion, Cawnpore, because of its commercial and
Benares because of its religious greatness, were cer-
tainly deserving of visits from the Commission..
But why such secrecy should have been observed, is .
what one fails to upderstand. Perhaps the Commis-
sioners were fully conscious of the “cordial” welcome
which would greet them if their visits had been
publicly announced. All the same, at Benares some
Congressmen did organise and sccorded to themr
precisely the reception which they deserved. Froces-
gions with black flags and megaphone messages .
“Simon, go back,” etc. werethe greetings which
awaited them.

A Muslim Cenference.~The so-called “Confer-
ence of the Muslim members of the municipal and
district boards and the Legislative Council of the
United Provinces” was held in Mayo Hall, Allahabad,
on Feb. 19, under the presidentship of Dr. Shafaat -
Ahmad Khan, a professor of Allahabad University.
1t was & miserabie show and failure was writ large
on its two days' proceedings. The audience num--
bered about 200 men, consisting mostly of vegetable
gellers, small traders, students and teachers of local
Muslim schools. Besides urging the Muslims to-
cooperate with the Simon Commission for narrow
ends, the president had nothing else to say in his.
addrass, _ .
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REVIEW SECTION

IRISH YOUTH AND IRISH ELD.

““THE LIFE OF TIM HEALY, By LIAM O'FLA.
HRERTY. ( Jonathan Cape, London. ) 1927. 9x6.

p. 320. 12s. 6d.

‘MICHAEL COLLINS AND THE MAKING OF

A NEW IRELAND. Vols 2. By PIALAS

BEASLAL (George G. Harrap & Co. Ltd., London.)
1926. 9 x 61. pp. 4598, 484. 42s,

IN the preface to the Life of Tim Healy the author
.says: “I hardly recognise it as my own work It
-.seems that T have been possessed while writing it by
‘same merry imp; no, not always merry, but devilish
bitter at times, I have read it over. It is the most
inconsistent book I ever read. The man who wrote
jt, or rather the spirit that wrote it, must be as
changeable as a weather cock in an uncertain wind.
I myself am an artist, without any very definite con-
victions about human affairs, other than those subtle
aspects of 1ife which are of interest to an artist. But
- the individual who wrote this is an extremely pre-
judiced fellow, almost a Jesuit. I know nothing
.about politics and care less. But the author of this
work sets out to tell the whole human race how the
‘business of politics must be conducted with benefit
‘10 the entire world . .. The suthor of this book very
.impudently measures overy human act as if he
carried about him, on his person, a large series of
- ;gods and all of them infallible.” Perhaps we may
Jeave it at that : who is the reviewer that he should

.contradict Mr, Liam O’Flaherty ?

Michael Oollins was the youngest of eight
«children, all strong, vigorous and infelligent and all,
except himself, alive to-day. Their parents were respec-
tively sixfy and twenty years of age when they mar-
-ried, and the father was seventy-five when his young-
est child, Michael, the subject of this biography, was
Jorn. Michael Collins, senior, was a farmer, builder,
and carpenter—with a good knowledge of Greek,
Latin and French, and a strong bent for mathema-
tics. He wasequally athome in the English and
JIrish languages. Michael Collins, junior, was born in
1890. Atthe age of four yesrs and a half he was
gent to the Lisavaird National School, then taught
by Mr. Denis Lyons, an old Fenian, who stood for an
.independent Ireland and, if need be, a war of inde-
pendence, 1t is curious that the national language
played no part in the boy’s education either at home
.or in school : his parents only spoke Irish when they
-did not wish the children to know what they were
saying. Total ignorance of their mother tongue was
considered an asset in the struggle for life in Ireland
thirty years ago. This explains the determination
of Collins and the present Free State Government to
force every child in Ireland to learn its mother
tongue, or grandmother tongue, or great-grand-mother
tongue, { a8 the csse may be). They feel that
England in depriving them of their language was at
the same time stripping their souls of Irish culture
and Irish thought. The present writer has sometimes
heard complaints sgainst the Government of this

P
.

country for requiring an elementary knowledge of
the .vernacular from Indian boys, before allowing
them to join a European school : would that Ireland
had had a little of the same grievance |

Little Mick developed into a great reader like
his father and all the family, and they had a good
selection of books at home : besides Soott, Dickens
and Thackeray, some of the best Irish poetry and
fiotion ; bué the writers: who most influenced the
youthful mind of Michael Collins were Thomas
Davis and one with whose name Collins' own will
go down in history : Arthur Griffith,

When 1314 years old, Collins went to Qlonakilty
to be prepared for an examination for a P. O. Boy
Clerkship ; at fifteen he passed his examination and
started life in London as boy oclerk in the P. O.
Savings Bank in West Kensington. It was July
(906. He left the Post Office Savings Bank about
1910 and took a position in a stockbrokers’ firm, Hor-
ner & Co., which he left during the moratorium after
the outbreak of war in 1914, and soon after got & post
in the Guaranty Trust Co. of New York, in Lom-
bard Street.

In November 1909 Collins had joined the Irish
Republican Brotherhood (hereinafter called the
LR.B.), & secret society which had survived from
Fenian times and which maintained the doctrine of
physical foree. Not only had this doctriné been
discreditted in Ireland by repeated failures and by the
Church’s ban on the Fenians, butthere was s very
strong feeling against any movement that might
undermine the national unity. “Young Ireland of
to-day can hardly conceive the atmosphere of the
Ireland of that time, nor the contempt and disiike
with which the majority of the Irish people looked
upon the advocates of physical foroe” (p.30). Then
“came Sir Edward Carson to save the situation for the
physical force party. He, more than any other man,
is responsible for the events which have made
Ireland a firee State. He defied Iaw, appealed to
force; he preached the docirine which led to the
founding of the Irich Volunteers—and the amazed
Irish people ... saw the (British) Government re-
coil before the bluff of the ‘Ulster Volunteers” They
found threats of physical resistance by 8 minority
accepted as a successful argument against justioe to
a majority. They found that the rifles and parad-
ings of the ‘Ulster Volunteers’ were jeopardising the
long expeoted Home Rule Act. Here was the opportu-
nity for the LR.B. Some prominent Irishmen not
connected with that organisation had begun to ask,
‘Why, if Ulster can arm and organise to defeat Home
‘Rule (an Act of the Bristish Parliament), can we not
arm and defend it ?”

The Irish Volunteers were started. Mr. Asquith’s
Government, which had allowed the Ulster Volun-
teers to import arms and drill openly for eighteen
months, prohibited the importation of arms into Ire-
land. On April 24th, 1924, they again landed a cargo
of rifles und distributed them without interference from
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the Government. The situation was menacing for
the majority of the Irish people, the period was fast
approaching when by means of the Parliament Aot
the Home Rule Bill was to pass into law in spite of
the House of Lords. That event was to be the signal
for a civil war in Ireland, in which one side would
be well armed with rifles which were said to have
come from Germany. But there was the British
garrison in Ireland, quite capable of dealing with
any volunteer force, however well armed. The
British Government ordered a regiment to mareh from
the Curragh to the North by way of a demonstra-
tion against the Ulster Volunteers. The officers
resigned in a body ; a deputation went to the War
Office in London and returned in triumph with a
signed assurance that they would not be ordered to
fire on the Volunteers. The picture papers showing
the regiment welcoming the conquering heroes, on
their return to the Curragh, flourishing their Magna
Charta, must have been curious and interesting read-
‘ing for Army Headquariers in half a dozen capitals
of Europe, not least in Berlin. On the 26th July 1914,
about 800 Irish Volunteers marched out to Howth,
sovén miles from Dublin, and & large consignment
of German Mausers was Ianded, but no ammunition
served out. On their march back to’ Dublin, they
were met by about 200 policemen anda company of the
Soottish Borderers and about a dozen of the rifles were
oaptured. While the Borderers were being marched
back to barracks through the streets of Dublin, they
were jeered a¥ and hooted and, it is said, stoned,
whereupon the solidiers opened fire on the crowd,
killing four persons and wounding thirty-seven, .
Just before Christmas 1915 Colling and other
LR.B. men in England received a secret summons
to return to Ireland. He left sbout the middle of
January 1916 telling his employers that he was go-
ing to Dublin to “join up"” in an Irish regiment. He
joined an Irish Volunteer regiment and tcok part in
the rising of Eastar week, 1916. After the rising he
was one of about 1800 Irishmen who were interned
in Frongoch Prison Camp in the neighbourhood of

the Lake of Bala in Merionethshire, North Wales,

Many of these men had no more to do with the risin3
than the man in the moon, but were likely in the
next rising to give the British Government some-
thing to intern them for. Meantime the captured
Volunteers used the camp as & school of military
discipline (see “With the Irish at Frongoch”). Owing
to the agitation in Ireland against the detention of
80 many men who had nothing to do with the rising,
and the difficulty of identifying the prisoners who
bad fought from among the suspects, all at Frongoch
were released a day or two before Christmas 1916,
They came home to find that General Maxwell’s
régime had succeeded in converting nationalist
Ireland o the idesls of the LR,B.,, which by a
strange freak had come to be dubbed * Sinn Fein ™
( the name of its opposite, the litile group led by
Griffith which had always advocated passive resigt-
ance). Collins busied himself with reorganising the
Volunteers and the IL.R.B., becoming & member of
the latter’s Bupreme Council. On the 3rd April 1917

Collins was arrested in Dublin on a charge of mak-
ing a speech likely to cause disaffection, and senteno-
ed to a short term of imprisonment. On April the
9th Lloyd George introduced his Man-Power Bill to
apply conscription to Ireland and on April 16th it
was read a third time, by 301 votes to 103, the
minority being mostly Irish Nationalists. Hence-
forth they decided “to abandon at:endance at West-
minster and assist the people at home”. Lloyd
George had succeeded in uniting almost the whole
Irish nation against conscription. He then arrested
over eighty “Sinn Feiners ", including De Valera,
Griffith, and Cosgrave, on a bogus charge of plotting
with Germany. This happened a few days after-
Lord Wimborne had been succeeded by Lord French
as Viceroy of Ireland: Lord Wimborne publicly stated
that he had no knowledge of uny evidence for the-
alleged plot. The night of the arrest Collins, who .
had secref information, went to warn his friend Sean
Mao Garry, but Sean had already been arrested. “He
decided that the safest place for him was a houss
that had already been successfully .raided, and so
went comfortably to sleep in Sean Mac Garry's
house.”

“ From the night of May 17th, 1918, except for a
two months’ respite in the beginning of 1919, Collins -
was evading arrest by the English, or, ag we oalled
it,  on the run ® up fo the truce of July 1lth, 1921,
His life on the bicycle had begun, From that time-
he rarely moved about town except on a push-byke,.
but apart from this he was able to boast that he had:
never allowed the danger of arrest to interfere with
the freedom of his movements. He wore no disguise -
and never had such a thing as the body-guard of
English legends ”. During those three years it was.
well known that he often escaped arrest by the skin.
of his teeth, and all this time he was certainly the-
brain of the Irish Republican Army. In addition to-
directing intelligence work and military ocrganisation
he was minister for finance. By way of variety he-
would, from time to time, arrange the plans of =
sensational escape from an English or Irish jail.

The truce brought & respite to his hunted life,
but little respite to his labours ; there was no longer
& price on his head, but on the fighter was forced by
De Velera the uncongenial task of negofiating the
peace terms with England, and then Ds Valers and’
his party turned and rent him for not having brought
back the moon—in the shape of & republic—or at
least the moonshine of an external association with
the British Commonweslth of Nations which would
give the English at least as much internal control of
Ireland as they secured by the actual treaty. The
bickerings over the treaty led up to the lamentable-
civil war and the tragedy of Collins’ death by an
Irish bullet, and material damage to the couniry
which rivalled, if it did not surpass, the ravages of
ghe Black and Tans : quod non fecerunt barberi, hoe
fecerunt Barberini.

And what of the moral cost of the Irish revolu-
tion? The author seoms to aseribe the moral demo-
ralization entirely, or almost entirely, to the protract-
ed peace negotiations, an interregnum of six montha™
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-«during which there was no effective government in
-the country. But there are still unrepentant followers
-of John Redmond who question in their hearts whe-
‘ther the slower constitutional methods of the Irish
Parliamentary party would not in the long run have

" brought about happier resuits than those achieved by

young men in a hurry. When we were young men
wewere tsunted with being in & hurry for Home
Rule, and we impatiently explained that, when a
man is ranning after his hat, he is not ineclined to

- stop and argue why he wants to recover it, but at
least we did not think it necessary in our hurry to
Jjump on the hat.

For any one who wishes to gain an insight into

_#he history of Ireland from 1914 to 1922, this is not
# book to be recommended, it is a book that is indis-
pensable,

SHAWN ROE.

THE RACIAL PROBLEM IN S. AFRICA.

THE POLITICALFUTURE OF SOUTH AFRICA.
By EDGAR H. BROOKES. (J. L. van Schaik
Ltd Pretoria. ) 1927. 83§ x 514. pp. 99, 5, ’

"THIS monograph by Prof. Brookes of Pretoria Univer-
sity contains a reasoned advocacy of segregation and
gives qualified support to Gen. Hertzog’s native
policy. It however remains frue that the book is
pervaded by a high-minded resolve to do even-handed

- justice to all races and is serupulously fres from the
vulgarity which too often disfipures expositions of the
theory of parallel institutions. Indeed, one may say

- that this small work breathes throughout a spirit of
loftiness very rare in South African books dealing
with racial problems. Dr. Brookes thinks that
Rhodes’ famous formula, “Equal rights for all civili-

- sed men south of the Zambesi” is impracticable and
also defective inasmuch as it takes no account of the
.‘fq.cto? of nationality, “An Indian may be as fully

- eiviliged as, perhaps much more ocivilised than, the
average English-speaking South African. Yet is not

~the national ethos of the one very different from that
of the other ? Both are entitled to respect ; but ought

“they to be amalgamated ?” And, our author argues,
whoaver cannot be racially amalgamated must not be
brought into the same representative institutions:

- they should be accorded all civie rights, but in parallel
institutions. The formula, therefore, which Dr.
Brookes has evolved, in opposition to the Rhodesian
formula, is: “As wide s comprehension ss possible
and full toleration for all those elements which can-
not. bg comprehended.” The races which can be
asm_mllai.:ed to the Europeans should share with them,
on identical terms and in identical institutions, rights

- of frar_lchise, reprosentation, &e., without special
economic or other barriers. The English-spesking
and Dutch-spesking Europsans, though separated
from ons another in many points, are yet assimilable
and so are the Coloureds, who number half & million.
They, therefore, should enjoy equal rights and should
labour under no disabilities of a racial character.

" The two hundred thousand Indians and five million
Natives cannot, however, be so absorbed into the
South African nation. The former will ever remsin
apart on account of, for one thing, of their race pride
and ancient traditions ; the latter are certainly capa-
ble of fusion in process of time as they offer almost a
-clean glate, but yet it is undesirable to make an

. -attempt st fusion. Hence, both these must be treated
a8 unassimilable groups. This does not mean a
-denial of political rights, for Dr. Brookes is as vigo-

rous an opponent as may bs of a “White South Afrioa’
policy or of one of Nordic ascendancy : but it means
thebsstowal of those rightsin parallel institutions and
paesibly on a differential basis,

In the case of Indians, for instance, Dr-
Brockes is all in favour of fthe grant as
well of a political as of s municipal franchise,
but would advocate the institution of communal elec-
torates. He, therefors, recommends that they
should be made autonomous in respect of an eolected
advisory Council and should be enabled to influence
the general policy by granting a communal [rauchise
for the House of Assembly and nominating one
Senator (who should, for the present, be a European )
to represent Indisn interests. The inadequacy of
these proposals is obvious, and yet we find Dr.
Brookes saying that “they would entirely satisfy
Indian opinion.” On the economic "side our author
sees no reason for any discriminating legislation.
“The economic difficulties amount to very little on
careful analysis. The largest olass, that of the coolie
working on the sugar plantations, is one which it
would be difficult to replace, and which no one
honestly or seriously proposes to banish from the eoun-
try. The more attacked classes—those of the merchant,
the small shopkeeper and the hawker—are in nature
and methods of work so exactly analogous to a
certain class of Jew that it is diffioult to attack the
one race without attacking the other. It is not very
clear that the country will benefit greatly by the
substitution of Lithuanians for Indians, yet such .
would be the result of the expulsion of Indian shop-,.
keepers, for South Africans have sghown little
aptitude for the 1ype of commerce in question. A
third class of Indian is employed in eclerical and
in other work in some Natal towns and villages, espe-
eially Durban. Here it is quite true that there is
direct eompetition from which white lads suffer. Yet
the proper application of the Minimum Wage Act
and the successful® functioning of the Juvenile
Affairs Boards should greatly reduce the oompati-
tion.” 1Indians, he'says, are entitled to the minority
protection system devised by the League of Nations,
and in view of Saction 104 in the Liquor Bill which
isin clear contravention of the Indo-Union Agree-
ment, his suggestion that “ it might perhaps be desi-
rable to place any conclusions arrived at between In-
dia and South Africa under the guarantee of that
body” is of extreme interest. Happily, the offending
clausge is now withdrawn, but Dr. Brockes' suggestion
is none the less valuable on that account.

In respect of the Natives, Dr. Brookes
advocates, in addition to & communal franchise,
& policy of modified territorial segregation.
His - proposals need not be considered here in
detail ; they generally endorse the specific proposals
contained in Mr. Herztog’s four Native Bills now be-
fore the S. African Parlinment. The general prin-
ciple underlying these proposals is * that the Natives -
have the right not only to govern themselves so far
as possible, but also to participate in the general
government of the country.”

I have left myself no space to desl with the -
constructive suggestions of Dr. Brockes regarding
the machinery of government, but all thess will ba
of great valuz and help to those engaged in constitu-
tion-making in India in sclving problems like
Federation vs. Union, Second Chamber, Cabinet
System and so forth. On these I would strongly
recommend the reader to refer to this small but
exceedingly suggestive volume,

S, G. VAZE.
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CONSERVATISM OR FASCISM ?

A DEFENCE OF CONSERVATISM. By A. M.
Lupoviol. ( Faber & Gwyer Ltd, London. )
1927. 9 x 534, pp. 613.

GOOD causes are often ruined by over-zealous advo-
cates. Such a fate has befallen Conservatism. Con-
servatism that we know and that is the political philo-
sophy of the Baldwin Cabinet has much to recom-
mend it ; but the Conservatism that Mr. Ludoviei
expounds in these pages bas ncthing but the repro-
bation of every lover of democracy. After going
through the book carefully, we have come to the
peinful conclusion that what is expounded in it
is not Conservatism but Fascismu.

Mr. Ludoviei is & lover of strong government.
Like Mussolini he cares more for ‘order, subordina-
tion to authority, and discipline’ than for liberty.
He thinks that democracy is inconsistent with what
he calls ‘True Conservatism.” *“Truth to tell” says
the author on p. 75, “the traditional and orthodox
Tory and Conservative position is one definitely op-
posed to democracy. And the idea mooted eversince
the eighties of last century of a Tory-Democratic
party is thus an absurdity. Far from believing in
the natural or inherent right of every individual o
political liberty, the Conservative believes that all
men are directed by the general constitution of
human nature to submit to government, and that
some men are in a particular manner designed to
take care of that government on which the common
happiness depends.”

Mr. Ludovici thus believes in the inherent caps-
city of the aristocracy of England to govern the
Empire. If anyone wishes to know more fully his
views thereon, let him go through his two works, ‘A
Pefence of Aristocracy’ and ‘The False Assumptions of
Democracy.” In the chapter entitled ‘Religion and
the Constitution' in the book under review, the
learned author lays down the lines on which reform
of the constitution should be undertaken. Briefly
put they are (1) strengthening the power of the
Crown, (2) making the House of L.ords & powerful
political body in the State, and (3) making the House
of Commons more representative of the nation than
before. The learned suthor therefore wants every
Englishman to undo the work of centuries. His
model King is Cherles T, over whose administration
he falls into rapturous eloquence, and whom he calls
the ‘fjrsl‘. and the greatest Tory in England.’ His
political gospel ie Viscount Bolingbroke's “ On the
Spirit of Patriotism.” He laments over the Great Re-
bellion of 1642, and the Parliament Act of 1911, for
whereas the one made absolute monarchy impossible
in England, the other rendered the House of Lords
politically impotent, He calls Macaulay s ‘woman-
1y thinker,’ for he hss no love for Charles I and Mr.

* . Liloyd George ‘a shallow politician® for the important

-‘Romantic’
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part he played in connection with the Parliament
Ac(‘: of 1911. He calls his Conservative philosophy:.
ag 'Classical’ while he regards the Liberal philosophy
Expressions such as these remind us
?f Dr. Johnson's dickum that in the sphere of politics
“to treat one’s opponent with respect is to give him
an advantage to which he is not entitled.” Well, Dr
Johnson who regarded the Whig ss ‘the first devil’
was an orthodox Tory ; and the author of the book
under review is realiy his disciple in the matter of
treating his political opponents,

lfTov‘v leb us give a sample of the religious views
of this ‘upholder of authority and order.’” To the
author the right of private judgment is 8 most anar-
chical doctrine, subversive of all authority and order.
This iz what the writer says, “The fact that the

P anarchical prineiple of the right of private judgment

forms the basis of all the Roeformed Churches is un-..
fortunate from the point of view of the Tory and.
Conservative position.” The author holds that -
“Catholicism is more suited than any other religion
to governmental authority.” It is indeed strange that
a writer of such eminence as Mr. Ludoviei should"
give expression to narrow religious views in this-
Age of Light and Reason. _

Perhaps the most outrageous pronouncement is
that which the author makes on p. 252, In justifying.
the existence and putting forward a plea for the con-
tinuance of the British Empire, the author says thus:
“ 1f we sre believers in the radical inequality of
mankind, we see nothing strange or revolting in the-
spectacle of a superior people winning in such a
struggle, and securing food forits women and children-
at the cost of an inferi. r population, On the contrary, .
from the standpoint of the world’s future, we should:
regard it as most regrettable if they failed to do eo.
For by winning they would not only secure the con-
tinuance of the human species, but also its perpefua-
tion in the most desirable form. To argue therefore -
that the Empire is wrong becau-e it conflicts with the
principle of human equality is about as gensible as
to say that War is wrong because it conflicts with the
principle of human sphericity. In & limited ares.
like the terrestrial globe, a superior race has the
incontestable right to spread itself at the cost of in-
ferior races. Nature ani life themselves give the
mandate for such a procedure. '

This is an exposition of the Survival of the Fittest:
Theory in the reslm of human affairs in its most -
naked form. A Jingo or a Mussolini would express-
himself in this manner, but not 8 Conservative of the
stamp of Mr. Baldwin or Lord Hugh Cecil. Baldwin
and his stalwart colleagues would only exclaim, .
“ Save us from our friends.” '

The author defines true Conservatism “ as the-
preservation of the nationsl identity throughout the
processes of change, by & steady concern about
quality throughout the whole of the nation’s life.”"
To preserve the ‘ national identity’ the author wants.
the Government to check the immigration of aliens
into the country. It is within the knowledge of '
ghudents of English economic history that in the 11th,
14th, 16th and 17th centuries, aliens immigrated into
England in large numbers and laid the foundation
of certain important industries in the land, 2liens-
were needed then, they are not needed mow |

To sum up, the Conservative philosophy as ex-
pounded in these pages does not believe in liberty,
gelf-reliance and independence ; it believes in private
property, but recognises that property has its rights
and duties ; it is opposed to foreign marrieges and
granting too many facilities to foreign settiers ;.
and it is opposed to fraternity and universal love,
These doctrines would never be accepted by the-
Tories of England. That is evidently the reason
why the author falls foul of the Tory party as it has
been functioning since the eighties of the last
century. 'We have no hesitation in saying that the
book would be regarded as's welcome addition to-
Fascist literature by Benito Mussolini and his
Black Shirts,

M. V..SUBRAHMANYAM,

479 EMPLOYMENT PSYCHOLOGY
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PRINCIPLES OF EMPLOYMENT PSYCHO--
LOGY. By HAROLD ERNEST BURTT. ( Hough-

ton Mifflin Co., Boston.) 1927. 814 x514. pp.
568.

PROFESSOR BURTT'S book consista of gixteen chap--
ters running into more than 500 pages and deals with.
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such interesting topics as scientific voecational psy-
chology, mental. test technique, rabting scales,
trade tests, and a number of others, The writer is
caroful to point out in his prafacs that no definite
gtand has been taken regarding the fundamental
points of view of metaphysical oonsiderations of
theoretical psychology.

Employment psychology has come to be of great
interest in the modern world, more especially under
conditions where the employer and ths employes are
separated from each other by many differences of place,
time, and general sympathies. Its necessity is great,
its usefulness clear. But the really important point
is to sea how far the methods are scientific and gene-
rally acceptable.

America has been o land of experiments. Good
work has been done in the field of Applied Psycho-
logy. -In the introductory chapter Prof. Burtt pointa
-out the value of employment psvchology and shows
its economic advantages = Says he: ‘Many delin-
-quents or criminals oan be aceounted for through eco-
nomie failures, Typical of this olass is the indivi-
dual who is hired for one job after ancther, but
fails in each after extensive trial. Furthermore,

maladjustments lead to dissatisfaction and unhappi-

ness. A considerable portion of industrial unrest is
due to the fact that workers are not engaged in those
types of work for which they are suited.’ It is all
very trae, but one is unable to see how far experi-
mental psychology can create enough work of the
right type for 8ll. To estimate what & man is fit for
is one thing, and to give him the opportunity is en-
tirely a different thing.

At the very outset Prof. Burtt criticises the
claims of the pseudo-psychologists and exposes lucid-
ly the weakness of astrology, spiritualism, phreno.
logy, and physiognomy as aids to estimate correctly
or even ressonably the abilities of men. Mr. Burti
then fraces the origins of the experiments made in a
scientific spirit to stady human * intelligence.” In
pages 5839 Mr. Burtt says: ‘The first extensive
$est programme occurred at Columbia in 1894, Sub-
sequently taere was co-operation in developing and
s!:andardising a variety of tests. A distinet contribu-
tion was made to the methods of measuring general
intelligence by Binet, and tests for special capaci-
ties were collated by Whipple. Munsterburg was
the pioneer in the practical field.’

The whole book is very interesting reading and
the author has attempted with a fajr degres of sue-
cass torivet the atfention of the reader right through,
But what strikes the critical observer is whether even
after thesz experiments we have come to a stage
where wo can with any sccuracy olsim definite re-
sults in the field of experimental psychology, It is
an undoubted fact that the modern growth of industry
in the_dirgetiqn of standardization and large units of
crganization in production are presenting to us pro-
blems of a very serious type.

The one real difficulty is about the foundation
of the methods adopted. ‘Notions as to the nature
of intelligence vary,’ says the author, ‘but there
18 apparently some capacity measured by our so eall-
ed intelligence tests that gives a person a poorer or
better chance for survival in the economic struggle.’
The psychol ogist can measure intelligenca though he
18 not certain what it is| But without s clear
berm}nol_ogy, tests may be very migleading in real
application to practical problems.
complex of many capacities and ik would be danger-
ous fo speak of intelligence tests as such unless we
BTe prepared to define what we are doinz. Mr, Burit
l;;:;:elf admits ab page 12, that ‘there are many as-

measure, such things as honesty, tact, leadership,

Intolligence is s -

of personality that we are at present unsble to

It is at present necessary to depend on judgments or
estimates of persons who know the applicant in ques-
tion’. This would considerably vitiate the rating
methods and the detaila that may be arranged for
testing employees which may be set up by the em-
ployer. Even a psychologist is & man, and is bound
to have his own bias. It is exmctly this that has
made the labour movement look with fesr, if not with
antagonism, at the psychology behind what goes by
the name of ‘Scientific Management’ in Industry. On
page 369, Mr. Burtt says: ‘Subjective traits in
rating procedure have appreciably less reliability
than those more objective. The raters ought to
receive systematic training. They must be taught
to take an impersonal, impartial attitude, They must
adopt & normal rather than an axtreme standard as
a basis for judgment. All noble sentiments ] But
where is the man with all these qualifications ?

One might be excused if one demurs to the
conclusion of Mr. Burtt that ‘Experimental Psyoholo-
gy is at present a well-established seience.” It is go
af some universities, But when it makes practical
olaims to solve human problems, the empirical nature
of its conelusions makes it a risky guids in business-
life. As was pointed out above, experimental psy-
chology claims to analyse the humun element in
buisness, but it leavesunanalysed in & great degree
the subjective factors. There is a danger thatin the
hands of unserupulous employers, under eonditions of
so-called scientific management, workers may ba
exploited worse under cover of the scentific platitudes
of experimental- psychology even as they wers ex-
ploited inthe good old days of economie liberty or
laiggez-faire and the ‘Laws of Political Economy,’

Professor Burtt’s book is an exceedingly interest-
ing attempt at presenting the case for ‘Psychology in
Business’. The book is well worth a detailed study.
The bibliography at the end of the volume is very
useful for the serious student of the subject. :

8. V. AYYAR.

AMERICAN VILLAGES.

AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL VILLAGES. By

BRUNNER, HUGHES AND PATTEN. ( Gteorge H.

Doren Co., New York. ) 1927. 834 x 534. pp. 326.

xxiii. $3-50.
STUDY of rural life in its socio-economic aspects is one
of the important subjects in the American universities.
8o far as the reviewer knows, such studies do not yet
form part of university curriouls in India. The
reviewer can mneither boast of having studied this
aspech of rural life in India or in the U.8.A,, though
he had opportunities to visit and observe rural con.
ditions in the States.

By village we in India mean & group of houses
with a temple or & mosque and a chavd:. The lands
worked by the villagers are included in the viliage
boundary but generally we do not think of lands

.when we hear of vililage. American farmers live in

farm houses on the farms, For each viilage however
there is & business centre where village school,
village banxz, church, cooperative society, library and
shops are situated.

The Present Position :—Brunner's studies bring
out some very pertinent facts which hold good in
USA. as well as in other countries,. He shows
how land prices ross from 1914 to 1920. Prices
doubled in 1920 and large screage of land changed
hands, Side by side prices of all commodities rose
from .00 to about 230 ( he uses index numbers ). Food
prices rose to 210. By 1924 however the index number
for all commodities and food fell to 150 and 120 .
respectively, As a result agriculture is suffering..

an b
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Low prices of sgricultural commodities alone do
not bring agricultural depression. When the farmer
gets low price for his commodities and has to pey
more for gsuch articles as he needs, fhen the position
becomes critical for him; and that is what has
happened in America 8s well as in India. Brunuer
ghows how the costs incurred by farmers remained
high, and how they had to pay more fdr the things
they needed and to accep less for the things they
sold. Those who purchased 1ands during the boom
period are obliged to put up these to sale, as they
eannot pay interest on the loans taken after paying
costs of production. A number of banks failed
beeause farmers cannot make payments,

Studies:—Brunner describes how different factors
influence (a) boundaries of communities and (b) areas
occupied by different communities and how proximity
of a city affects population of village school, church,
and business in the village. He gives the causes of
oonflict between villages and cities, between pro-
ducers and purchasers, between lenders and borrowers,
They are the same here as in the States. He traces the
origin of conflicts and attributes thesg to economic
causes. Kvenin Indiathe disputes between the Savkar
and debtor, landlord and tenant, farmer and his Dalal
and the fight for Government services between the
forward and backward classes are mainly due to
economic reasons. In his studies valuation of pro-
pert 7, the ratio of assessed to fuil property value,
amount of deposits in village banks and tangible
and intangible property of householders are given.

School :—He compares village’ schools in the
villages under study. According to Brunner out of
the 5 year old children 20 p. ¢. attend school, out of
the 8 year ones 90 p. ¢, and out of those between 10 to
13,95 p. 0. The percentage drops from the 15th to
17th year. Only 10 p. c. of the 20 year old children
attend school.

Libraries, Newspapers, Cinema houses »—Fifty-
pix per cent. of the villages studied possesa libraries.
About 63 p. c. of the libraries have separate library
buildings : the average number of volumes in each
is 1000, 97 p. c. of the villages investigated had at
least one newspaper and 85 p. e, of the villages had
cinema houses. Indian villages connot stand any
comparison with American villages.

Vilage Organization :—Villages have lodges
{ 1ike masonic lodges ), clubs and social and econo-
mic organizations as field-days, poultry shows, corn
ghows, dairy-man’s day. There are associations of
teachers and parents. Expense on such organiza-
tions comes to about Rs. 21 per annum per head.

P. C. PATIL.

SHORT NOTICE.

STUDIES IN INDIAN RURALECONO MICS®
" By S.KESAVAIVENGAR. (P.S.King & Son, Lid.,
- ' London. ) 1927. 834 x 514 pp. 161, viii. Rs. 8.

THE above book is the compilation of the various
-articles on Indian Rural Economics formerly contri-
. -buted by the author to various newspapers in Indis.
It covers various aspects of rural life in India from
agrioultural holdines including the questions of ex
cessive fragmentation and the revenue assessment
down to Rural Reconstruction., The questions of
Forests, Transport and Trade are also dealt -with by
the author in three independent chapters. Capital
and Iabour bave received due eonsideration. while the

chapter on rural life deals with thorny questions:-
like overpopulation and the birth-zate and their rela-
tion to Indian famines, The author devotes one-
whole chapter to the vital subject of education and
does not restrict himself to the educational needs of
the rural population but deals with secondary and
even University education. The author is Professor
of Economics in the Nizam's College at Hyderabad
and was for some time Economic Survey Officer
with the Government of Mysore. In his latter capa-
city he came in direct contact with village life in
South India and could colleet comprehensive data on
the economie life of Indian ryots. The present series
of articles, being primerily meant for newspaper -
readers does not give any dsta obtained by detailed
studies of rurel life, but are the opinions and con-
clusions of the author based of course on data collect-'
ed and the studies made by him. And though the
author recognises the necessity of pure scientific
spirit and freedom from political or religicus bias for
carrying on economic surveys and for drawing con-
clusions, the opinions expressed by him on some
questions like the surplus cattle and the popuilation
questions show that he himself is not entirely free
from such a bias. The chapter on Agriculture and
Future ‘Polioy shows opinions of a lsyman on &
technical subject. -

N.V. K.
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