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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE news that the resolution about the esta-
blishment of the League of Nations has been pass-
ed unanimously by the Peace Conference will be
received with supreme satisfaction all over the
world. 1t is to be a permanent organisation with
a secretariat establishment. Important questions
arising out of war conditions, such as those of
German colonies, Mesopotamia, reparation, &c., are
to be considered by the League when it is formed.
This is glad tidings jndeed, and it will restore con-
fidence in the work of the Peace Conference in
those circles which had begun to show signs of
of despair. In fact when it was reported that
German colonies were to be distributed among the
more important Powers or that every farthing of
the cost of the war was fo be recovered from Ger-
many, there appeared to be hardly any room for
the prinoiples of justice and equity coming into
operation. Now, however, there appears to be a
~1eam of hope for an equitable settlement, and we
buall watch with great interest the further deve-—
lopments that take place.

. *

WHILE Centra.l Europe ig in a state of disso-
lution and Eastern Europe is in the grip of Bol-
shevism, a wave of serious industrial unrest ap
pears to be passing over Western Europe: All
that can be gathered from the meagre reports avail-
able shows that large sections of the population
both in England and France have been in a ferment,
and that strikes on a large scale have either al-
ready taken place or are soon likely to take place.
Something of the kind had been expected. No one

evar thought that the readjustment of society:
after the war would be accomplished without
serlous upheavals. These internal problems will:
tax the energies of European statesmen almost as’
much as those of international settlement.

W * *

THE situation in Ireland does not show signs
of improvement. The Consfituent Assembly met
at Dublin in secret session and proclaimed a Re=
public. Meanwhile comes the news of the formna-
tion of a Centre party whoee ideal is self-govern-
ment within the Empire. No definite information
is available as to the intentions or measures of the
Coalition ministry.—~While the whole world is
moving forward towards the racognition of people’s
rights, Portugal displays the novel spectacle of a
monarchist rising. But the movement is not
widely supported and may ﬁzzle out in a short

time.
* * »

WE do not propose, on this ocoasion, to exa-
mine the provisions of the new Coercion Bills in
detail, as we are convinced, apart from their
merits, that they are very inopportune in time.
The Rowlatt Committee reported before the
Secretary of State and the Viceroy had formulated
their reform proposals and therefore had no means
of judging of the ameliorative effect the proposals
would produce upon popular feeling in India, The
reform scheme, whatever criticisms it may have
evoked in some particulars, has indubitably done
much to produce a soothing effect, and will be
rendered still more efficacious as a prophylactic
against sedition if it is widened and liberalised in
the way demanded by public opinion. Those who
engage in seditious conspiracy may care nothing
for reforms ; indeed, they would rather hops for
their miscarriage; but the general atmosphere of
discontent which is indispensably mnecessary - for
the success of revolutionary movements will' have
given place, under the influence of the liberal
policy inaugurated by the reforms, to such a spirit
of general contentment that anarchist conspiracies
can have no chance of sucoess in the altered condi-
tions which will bg brought into being by constitu-
tional reforms.

* * *

AFTER all it is on such conciliatory measures
that Government must depend, and we depracate
most earnestly the frame of mind, exhibited by
many officials, in which they come to regard coer-
cion as their first resource to put down sedition,
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Now that reforms are to be introduced, let them be
givena fair chance. If it is found that they do not
produce the effect which in all probability they
will, Government can at any time, and even after
the reformed councils come into being, passlegisla-
tior of a repressive nature. Moreover, Government
must not be blind to the factthatthe passage of the
coercive bills, in advance of reforms, will in effect
be very prejudicial to the reception of the reforms
themselves. They will therefore be extremely ill-
advised to parsist with the bills. In any oase, it
is beyond doubt that the preventive measures out-
lined therein will arm the officials with powers
which they can by no means be trusted to use
with discretion. They are far too drastic and
-must prove an engine of oppression.
_ - » ™

AT long last, we understand, the grievances of
the alementary school teachers have been consider-
ed by the Boinbay Government. It would appear that
Government are thinking of giving these people a
“war allowance of Rs. 4 p. m. and that effect will be
given to it from January 1918. We also under-
stand that Government propose to raise the mini-
mum pay >f elementary teachers from Rs. 10 to Rs,
12, when the war allowance ceases. This is good
so far as it goes. But we do not think that this ecan
be considered as adequate in any sense. The
elementary school teacher should get at least as
much as, if not something more than, what an
unskilled labourer obtains, It is common know-
ledge that the wages of such classes are at present
not less than 8 to 10 annas per 'diem.. In these
circumstances, we should have thought that Gov-
ernment would see their way to give elementary
school teachera a war allowance of Rs. 4 over and
above the new scale of Rs. 12, thus making their
pay Rs. 16 during these hard times. However that
may be, if Government have really decided to take
the steps indicated above, they should make a public
announcement immediately. A lump amount of
Rs. 48 would go a long way in alleviating the hard

lot of the poor teachers.
» » | ]

THERE is a persistent demand throughout the
country for a reduction of freight on Burma rice.
The reduction, which has so far taken place,
though very welcome, is utterly inadequate. To
all appearances, there is large scope for further
bringing down the rates, If Government pay to
the British Indian Steam Navigation Co., only
Rs. 20 per ton on rice brought from Rangoon to
Bombay, there seems to be no reason why they
should eharge Rs. 40 to the merchants, realising a
profit of Rs. 20 on every ton and sending up the price
proportionately for the poor and starving con-
sumer ? This is the very last source to which
Government should look for an income., If, under
a system of Government control of shipping, an
exira twenty rupees is added to the freight, can
any reduction ‘be expected when the control is
withdrawn, as it is proposed to do, towards the end
of March, and private companies are lefi free to

put up the rates as much as they like ? Govern-
ment make a large deduction on the rates in the
case of fodder railed from one place to another, as
a concession. Why should a different policy, a
policy of profiteering, be followed in the matter of
shipping ? The proper proceeding would be not
only to add nothing to the rates of private
companies by way of profit, but to reduce the rates
still further for licensed merchants, thus suf-
foring a loss and debiting it to famine relief. Zhe
policy adopted by Government is wholly wrong
and appeara to be without any justification. It
will be instructive to set against the remissions
and suspensions which Government are allowing
the huge profit made by them in this manner and

to see how the balance is struck.
L -» [}

A CRY has been raised by interested parties
that the control of rice works to the serious dis-
advantage of the Burmans, who do not get an ade-
quate return for the crop they grow, but the cry
has no foundation in fact. The real grievance
rather is that the control does not extend to all the
varieties of rice, some of the coarser variefies
being free from it. ‘ White broken rice,’ for ine
stance, of the lowest quality, Cl, C2, C3, is not
subject to control ; the same is the case with the
so-called ‘boiled rice’ and ‘jungle’s white rice'’ of
all descriptions, as well as ‘cargo rice.’ In famine,
it is specially the lower varieties which need to be
rigorously controlled in price, but it is just these
‘which at present enjoy an undeserved exemption.
It is computed that uncontrolled rice will amount,
on a very rough estimate, to a quarter of control-
led rice, and one can well imagine, if this figure is
approximately correct, to what extent the desired
process of the levelling down of prices -must have
been interfered with by so much quantity remain-
ing outside of Government control. Further, it
has to be noted that if some varietiea of rice are
controlled, and the * cargo rice ’ in the unfinished
form or the * boiled rice ® of those very varieties is
left uncontrolled, a large quantity of rice which
is intended to be placed under control will escape
it and a serious leakage will take- place in the
desired control. If the information which has
reached us is accurate, a clear case is made out
for widening and stiffening the present control of
rice, and we hope Government will take measures
to redress the grievance. -

* * »

New I'ndia is having a series of angry articles
directed against those who, by the tactique adopted

by them at Delhi, have caused a cleavage in the

National party. This division the ‘paper seems
for one brief moment to hail with joy, as a precur-
sor of the government by parties which will be
introduced into India when she will enter upon
responsible government, as a result of the effectua~
tion of the reform soheme. * Home Rule seems
the nearer for the advent in India of the party,
system,” it exclaims with delight; but the feeling{
of joy is very short-lived, and the paper proceeds.
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to bewail the schism and condemn in rather severe
terms those who, by their uncompromising attitude,
have presented to the world the spectacle of the
National Congress “ divided into sharply opposed
parties. " It is undoubtedly a pity that a fissure
should come about in the ranks of politicians just
at the time when the signs from all sides, except
for the appointment of Lord Sinha to be Parlia-
m-ntary Under-Secretary for India, are un-
xﬂ‘%onrabla and opposition is hardening against the
official scheme. And the argument is fallacious
which seeks to justify the present differemces in

- the belief that they will facilitate the forma-

tion of parties in the new regime. The parties

. that will come into existence hereafter will be

based on entirely different prinociples, and the
present split can derive no support from the intro-
duction of responsible governmment into India.

- * K"

THE Congress, according to New India, “ has
become a popular crowd rather than a deliberative
assembly as it used to be,” and the result was that
*gane counsels did not prevail,” and * superlative
adjectives had an easy triumph over their compara-
tive counterparts” at Delhi. Differences arose both
as regards the substance ofthe demand and the man-

‘nerin which it was to be putforward. “The majority

thought it necessary to put India’s demands to the
extreme limit, and to couch these demands in. the

- most uncompromising languege at their disposal.”
-Circumstances were now such that * strategy and

tactics should enter into the manipulation of the
Indian Home Rule army,” and that “ the British

. publie skould, in its present doubtful mood, be

approached along the lines of least resistence,”
but the majority, “‘stood for compulsion by threat,”

-and “ refused absolutely to listen to those who

could got Home Rule for them ™ along these lines.
: » » ”

WHILE deploring the triumph of “ clamour”
over " judgment™ at Delhi, New India has a fling
at a section of the Moderates who have, according
to it, given to reform proposals their ‘' unqualified
approval ” and even hints that if the scheme comes
to be whittled down, it will be because of the
attitude of these politicians. As a fact, unqualified

_approval no one has given ; the Moderates also are

-

- eannot be right.

crities, though friendly critics, of the scheme.
The conclusion, therefore, based on a false premiss
If New India’s reasoning is
correct and what we gat is principally determined
by what we demand, it would follow that the
policy which is characterised in New India as
unwise and even fatal is really the only right one
to adopt, and the extreme Nationalists are justified
in attributing the drawbacks in the scheme to the
rofusal of Mrs. Besant, Mr. Jinnah and other
* progressive moderates " to put the country's
demands at the highest.
L ] * L 4

THE strike of labourers in Bombay has practi-

_cally come to a close without any need of resort-

ing to the method of arbitration, two out of tha three
conditions demanded by the operatives being
almost wholly conceded by the mill-owners. An
advance of 20 per cent. will be given over the
present war bonus as special allowance in con-
sequence of the prevailing high prices of foodstuffs.
The wages for the month of January will be
augmented by a bonus ranging from Rs. 10 to Rs.
20, acoording to periods of service of the labourars.
The demand for the payment of wages for the
days of strike has, of course, been refused. The
majority of the strikers had not resumed work
for some days in the vain expeotation of their
being able to foree their demands in entire-
ty from the mill-owners. As the terms offered
by the mill-owners were very fair, it was impos-
sible that they should hold out for a long time.
Now that they have resumed their work, the la«
bourers, with a just pride for having suocessfully
vindicated their right to better wages and condi-
tions of service, ought to acknowledge the generous
attitude of their employers and must appreciate
the moral effect of His Excellency’s benevelent

intervention.,
* *

THE All-India Cantonment Conference, which
held its session at Ambala under the distinguished
presidency of Rai Sahib D. Laxminarayan of
Kamptee, has broken new ground altogether and
has legitimately ventilated the grievances of the
residents of Cantonment areas. At present the
Cantonment Committees do not contain any elec-

. tive element in them and their affairs are exoclu=~

sively managed by Government nominees on the
plea that the area under their jurisdiction is spe-
cially reserved for military purposes. For the
efficient maintenance of sanitation, it may be cone=
ceded, perhaps, that a greater degree of control
may be reserved in the hands of military authori-
ties. But their total exclusion from even the ele-
mentary rights of civic responsibility is neither
just nor desirable. Such committees also receive
no grants from the public funds in aid of their
educational efforts, and the areas have thus gene-
rally to go without any educational facilitiess The
Bombay Government admitted the injustice in-
volved in this, when the- Hon. Mr. E. H. Jaffer, in.

- August last brought the fact to the notice of the

council that the Cantonment Commiitees were
spending almost nothing on primary education,
These and other defects were shown in the resolu-~

- fions of the Confalfence and popular control de.

manded.
’ % * »

THE Mahratta speaks of Mr. Kasturiranga
Aiyengar as one of the most uncompromising
critics of Mr, Montagu’s reform scheme. It fur-
ther says that he was onme of those who first
sounded the knell of its rejection, but subsequently
modified his attitude of relentless opposition. ' The
Hindu will now realise how groundless was its
complaint against us, as to what we wrote on the
policy originally advocated by its editor and his
subsequent change of front.
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LABOUR CONDITIONS IN FI1JL
ABOUT the middle of November last, the Gov-
ernor of Fiji laid on the table of his legislative
council 8 memorandum on Mr. C.F. Andrews'
second report on the conditions of Indian labour
in that colony. The memorandum comprehen-
sively dubs the report as an “‘unjust and unmerited
slur” upon both the planters and the Government
pnd complaine generally against ‘“the extrava-
gance of its language.” Since the Governor does
not care to cite spaciﬁ'c instances from what he
.calls an “exaggerated and misleading” account, it
is not possible to refute in defail the charges
brought by him against Mr. Andrews and to vin-
dicate the version given by the latter., But no
Indian can help strongly protesting against the
- style of controversy which the Governor of Fiji
has adopted towards Mr. Andrews. For the report
of Mr. Andrews is noted, above everything else, for
its scrupulous regard for truth and its absolute free-
dom from the language of exaggeration. Amidst
much evil which he felt constrained to record in
Fiji, he has been careful to note at length all the
improvement that has been latterly effected and to
give unstinted praise wherever it was due. Lest
-the gruesome story of immorality prevailing in the
“lines” and other factors in the seamy side of life
in Fiji should produce an ineorrect impression on
the minds of Indians, he has been frequently at
:4he pains to caution them against imputing un-
~worthy motives to the officials of the colony, who,
-he assures us, are “high-minded men who wish to
do justice.” In condemning he never loses mea-
-gure; in praising he never lays it on too thick.
- That such a guarded and circumstantial statement
-goming from a social worker of such high moral
.purpose, should be treated by the Governor in the
wey he has will excite widespread indignation in
- India.

But the statoment of the Governor is far more
remarkable for the admissions it contains and its
.general corroboration of the facts mentioned by
Mr. Andrews than for the faint attempt made in
it to impugn the accuracy of his version. “At the

-same time,” thus proceeds the statement, * Mr.
Andrews has made oertain criticisme which -can-
not unfortunately be refuted. In his ocondemna-
tion, for example, of the Indian labour *lines” as
unfit for oecupation by married couples and their
families; I nd it impossible to sgree with him.
Tt would be unwise, and indeed impracticable, to
insist upon the immediate provision of. separate
married quarters. Reasonable time must be allowed.

- But the change must be effected as soon as possi-
“ble. It mustalso be admitted that the hospital

. arrangements for Indians, and their medical
treatment generally, raquire improvement; and
that care and education of Indian children demand

more attention than they have received in the past.

The disproportion of the sexes is .also an urgent

problem.™ The Governor further warned the em-

. ployers that they would have to make sacrifices

for the sake of the labourers and acknowledged

the duty of Government to spend mors largaly in
their interest. When it is rememberad that the
proprietors of the C.8. R.Co. has made huge profits
during war time, the * sacrifices " that the Fiji
Government will call upon them to make need not
fill them with any great terror, and the note of
caution that the Governor has sounded in the
above remarks as to the pace of future progress
seems to us to be out of place. It would also hpye
been well if the Governor had told when Govern-
ment would be able to fulfil their contract of re-

-patriating the Indigns whose indenture has expired.

It is sinful to compel people, against their will, to
live in the immoral surroundings which admittedly
prevail in Fiji, longer than it is absolutely nece-
ssary, and it is surprising that on one of the prin-
cipal grievances to which Mr. Andrews gave voice
in his report the Governor should have thought it
fit to maintain silence, ' '

It iswell known that Mr. Andrews does notlook
with favour on any scheme for the emigration of
Indians as coolies under & so-called ‘““free contract.”
The Governor of Fiji is ata loss tounderstand why
the scheme for assisted emigration which has
been recently promulgated or a similar system
which purports to be free, should not meet with
general support in India. “On the question of free
contract immigration,” says he, “I join issue with
Mr. Andrews. I refuse to believe that it is im-
possible to devise some scheme of immigration
from India, which shall assist the industrial deve-
lopment of this colony, and at the same time pro-
vide for immigrants, in the first instance, econ-
genial employment under favourable conditions,
and ultimately a prospect of settlement and
advancement far more attractive than any
prospect which their own oountry offers them.
I have not been here long, but I have already
seen something of the industrial and agrieul-
tural possibilities of these islands, and I do not
hesitate to say that the man who makes the errors
of the past a pretext for closing the door against
immigration from India in the future will be
doing a lasting disservice to our fellow-subjects in
that Empire.” Now, the first thing that we have
to say on. this is that it is for the colonies to
propose to the Indians a scheme which will be
accoptable to them as conceived really in their
interests. It is none of the duty of Indians, as~
the Government of Indis has warned, to devise
proposals to substitute free for indentured labour
in the colomies. The one scheme .which has
been outlined meets with universal disapproval
in India as being free omnly in the name, but
emphatically not so0 in effect. There has always
been a great demand for labour within the borders
of India herself, and that demand is growing every
day; the rate of wages too is mounting., If then
the Indian labourer is to leave his country, of his
own free choice, for a far-off colony, the conditions
must really be atiractive to him. The employers
in the Crown Colonies can in no circumstances
be placed in a position of advantage over the em-
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ployers ju India, and no mgasures osp be taken
by the Goveroment of India to let the colonies
expleit Indian labour at the cost of the mother
oountry.

THE VICEROY'S SPEECH AT THE CHIEFS
CONFERENCE.

THE opening speech of H. K. the Viceroy, at the
%hiefs' Conferance, will be read with profound dis-
appointment by all lovers of Native States.
has abstained from making any referemce to the
ideal, which has been laid down in the joint report,
for British India. It was expected that His Ex-
- gellency will reiterate what he eloquently ex-
pressed at the Bharatpur Darbar. He reminded
their Highnesses very pertinently that the British
Government is the Paramount Power in India,
The illustrious authors have emphatically stated
the serious limitations on the rights of the Native
States in the shape of interference on the part of
British Government in their internal adminis-
tration to prevent flagrant misgovernment. He
concluded his speech by saying that Princes and
Chiefs have a joint heritage with the peoples of
British India. Is it not, therefore, necessary to
recommend to the Prinoes and Chiefs, the policy
whkich His Majesty's (Government, after careful
consideration and inquiry, have thought fit to
adopt for British India ? The Government of India
have asked the opinions of the Native States about
the reform proposals. It is a great pity that these
opinions are mot published. As a matter of
fact, at the time of the Minto-Morley reforms
the opinions of rulers Native States were made
available to the public. We do not see why this
precedent should not be followed now, when the
question involved is of such vital importance. We
doubt whether even a single Chief has expressed
his willingness to co-operate with Government in
the immediate introduction of responsible govern-
ment. It is, therefore, all the more necessary
under the circumstances that their Highnesses
should be gently advised about the necessity of
their adopting the ideal of responsible government.

The Princes and Chiefs have shown nervous soli-

citude for the treaties and engagements being kept
in tact. No one has the remotest idea to violate,
in any way, these sacred treaties and engagements
but we would respectfully gquestion their High-
nesses what treaty. rights entitle them to ask for a
Council of Princes or for a Standing Committee
or for direct relation with the Government of
India or for a joint deliberation in matters of
common interest. These are all generous conces-
sions extended to .the Ruling Princes by the Para-
mount Power,
these privileges, is it not incumbent on them that
they must with equal willingness and enthusiasm
come forward and avow their intention to follow

in the -footsteps of His Majesty's Government ? -

And if the Princes have not the grace or courtesy
to sdopt the policy so clearly-enunciated in the

H. El :

If the Princes are anxious for

Report, we think that it is the duty of the Para-

'mount Power in the interest of one-fourth of the

vast population of this continent, to advise the
Princes and Chiefs to adopt this ideal. H. E. the
Vicéroy, in not making such a pronouncement,
failed in his duty towards the subjecis of Native
States, who are guaranteed good government.

As regards the proposal for discriminating bet-
ween Princes who enjoy full powers of internal
administration from others, it appears from the
letter of a writer in the Pioneer, that considerable
misapprehension prevails on this point  In the
report, the proposed demarcation is sought to be
justified by the argument that uniformity of ters
minology tends to obscure distinetion of status.
But when we remember the fact that treaties and
engagements are concluded with every State, it is
not possible that there could be any confusion in
the existing distinction of status. Similarly, it
is observed, that practices appropriate in the case
of lesser Chiefs may be inadvertantly applied to
greater ones also. We know that the Political
Dgpartment isjealously watchful of such practices.
Even the minutest details of observances, such as
the way in which Ruling Princes are to be received,
the right or left position in which apolitical officer
is to be seated, the number of paces which ke is to
traverse in the Darbar, the distance where he is tobe
wzlcomed, the use of the terminology to be employed
in ths case of heirs-apparent and wives of Ruling "

. Princes and sundry other matters are so rigidly

insisted upon by the Political Department that there
is not much force in the argument that the. divid-
inz line is needed to ensure the observance of paper
practices. We wish the point had been made clear.
It is quite necessary to tell in this connection that "
such a dividing line should have nothing to do
with the social functions or ceremonial practices
80 far observed in connection with the Native
States. If the custom of inviting Ruling Princes and
presenting them in Darbars as before is strictly
maintained, if salutes and honours and the preced-
ence, dependent on them are scrupulously continu-
ed, if rank and fzzaft at banquets and other state
functions are carefully observed, and if there is
nof going to be the slightest dimunition in the
pomp and paraphernalia of the Ruling Princes,
all apprehensions about the dividing line would
be completely allayed. The dividing line undoubt-
edly is necessary to assist future relations between
the Crown and the States. But what the future rela-
tions are to be, it is not made clearin any part of
the Report or in the speech of the Viceroy. The
only additional reason given is that such a distinc-
tion is necessary for issuing invitations. If,
on the other hand, the necessity of consulting im-
portant States on such matters as war emergen-
cies, participation in warloans, enlisting of recruits,
contribution for war purposes, broad policies about
famines and epidemics, about exploring the re-
sources of the State for industrial development,
about the Imperial Service troops, about the effigient

vondition of standing armies of the Native States,
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and such other important affairs had been mention-
ed and emphasised the utility of this propoesal would
have been quite obvious and would never have
been confused with matters with which it has no
concern. To adjuat the relations of the Crown, as
regards the various items meationed above, a dis-
tinetion of important and unimportant states is
imperative. And the growing needs of the Empire
make it abundantly clear that for expediting com-
munication and taking prompt action as regards all
these important problems a dividing line should be
drawn. When necessity of this differentiation is
made clear, no Ruling Prince or no Native State
will legitimately raise any objection toit. All thess
questions are undoubiedly related primarily to
Native States of large incomae and vast population.
If some criterion of income and population is added
to the test of full powers of internal administra-
tion, a dividing line ecould be very easily drawn,

* The second ground of unecasiness about this
dividing line is the conocluding remarks of para
302 of the report. It is stated that the proposal
in para 305 to 311 apply to States which may be so
classified as important. As a matter of fact, com-
missions of inquiry into disputes and into cases of

misconduct, and joini deliberations on matters of-

common interest affect all States irrespective of
their importance or powers. The illustrious authors
of the report do not, we think, intend to deprive
even a small State of the right of claiming a forum
for the adjudication-of its disputes or the right of
expressing ite views pn matters of common inte-
reat. If the paragraphs had not stated that the
" proposals in Chapter X relate only to States of the
former class, no objection whatever for the divid-
ing line would have been raised by any Native
State. o .

Aes regards the Council of Princes, His Excel-
leney the Viceroy has stated that (1) attendance
and voting in such a Council will be voluntary, and
that (2) each individual state represented in it
will retain the right of separate negotiation with
Government, and (3) the right to expect that Gov-
ernment will consult the Darbar in writing in
regatd to important matters affecting their interest.
With these limitations, the Council of Princes
would only be an advisory body. Further the
absence of foremost Ruling Princes, such as, H. E.
Highness the Nizam, H. H. the Maharaja of Indore,
H.H.the Maharaja of Mysore,and H.H.the Maharaja
of Baroda will have the natural effect of lowering
the prestige andinfluence of such a Council. Under
these circumstances,and in view of the fact that the
Council is going to be purely advisory, why should
the smaller States be excluded from being repre-
gented on this Council by groups? The Viceroy was
pleased to re-affirm what he stéted at Dhar about
the smaller States. If they are ‘partners and co-
partners and co-workers,’ and if they really occupy
such a position in fhe estimation of the Govern-
ment of India why should they be excluded from
the Council of Princes? The diffioulty about the
inclusion of all the Native States in the Council of

Princes will be solved, if the smaller states  are
allowed' to be represented by groups. Itseems,
from the speech of the Viceroy that with a view
to elevate some Princes to the Counoil the res.
triotions on their powers are proposed to be re.
moved. We fail to see the propriety of thie pro-
posal. If the Council of Princes is going to be
merely advisory, why should not these States ba
grouped together and given some ropresentntion )5
There is & very serious objection besides, to the
removal of restrictions on powers of these States.
These restrictions relate to the power of a State to
pass sentencess of death on their subjects. They
are imposed with a view to safeguard the liberties
of subjects of such States. The favt that there is a
higher court of reference to review or confirm
acts as a great deterrent in restraining many
Chiefs from arbitrary oxercise of their powers to
the detriment of their subjects. If the inadequate
judicial machinery of petty States, the personal
factor of a chief dominating all round; the calibre
and the strength of those who wield authority in
such a State and the caprices and prejudices of
auqbcratic rule in a limited sphere, are taken
into consideration ; the surrendering of this resi-
duary jurisdietion by Government would be at-
tended with serious eonsequences to the subjeots of
sueh Nafive States. Government is a trustee, bound
to safeguard the interests of the subjeots of Native
States, whera the question of life and death is in-
volved, And after all, why should this power be
conceded if only to enable a Chief to adorn the
Council which is purely of an advisory charaoter?
H. K. the Viceroy shrewdly warned their High«
nosses that the Council of Princes could not be
vested with definite powers, unless the Ruling
Princes are willing in some measure to entrust to
such a corpotrate body, rights which they at
present enjoy as individuals. The whole situation,
therefore, has been summed up in this broad hint, .
Unless the Princes surrender in some measure
their powers to the proposed Council of Princes,
unless it is more fully representative in character
by the ineclusion of all Native States, whether
individually or by groups, the Council of Princes,
would never command that respect and that in-
fluencé which the Princes devoutly wish that it
should. And it remains entirely in the hands of
the Princes themselves to bring about such a
consummation, as was shadowed forth in the
Viceroy's opening address.
G. R. ABHYANKAR.

SOCIAL WORK IN TATA IRON & STEEL
CO’s WORES.

SAKCRHI, or Jamshedpur as it is recently renamed,
is the new industrial town brought into existence
by the colossal Iron & Steel Works, so inseparably
connected with the name of the late Jamshedjl N.
Tata, the great industrialist and patriot. It is
situated on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway at a dis-
tance of 1050 miles” from Bombay and 150 from
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Oaloutta.  Beiognewly built, it presents a remar-
kably tidy appearance, and it is scrupulously clean,
with detached houses and wide open spaces 'in
tront of every house. Its wards and roads are
named after the Amerioan fashion, according to
the letters of the alphabet e. g., H, L, or G tfown
and C, D, or E road. The works are kept going
all the twenty-four hours on every day all the
year round, with a slight break of perhaps 3 or 4
days in the year. There are three shifts of work-
men every day, each shift working 8 hours a day.
The total number of workmen skilled and unskilled
is about 25,000. The management and superior
workmen are imported mostly from theé United

States of America and from Great Britain, and

there were several Germans too upto the com-
mencement of the War. Other workmen come from

all parts of India, the Punjab, Madras, Bombay,’

Bengal, the United Provinces and the Central Pro-
vinces. Even Nepal, Malabar, and China supply
their quota of workmen. Unskilled workmen are
drawn from the aboriginies of this and surrounding
districts, the Santals and Xols, mostly the former,

-During the last year of the War prices of
foodstuffs and cloth were going up by leaps and
bounds alt over the country, and so the manage-
ment made up their mind to take steps to ame-
liorate the conditions of their workmen in Jam-
shedpur. The Company’s empioyees and their

dependents number about 50,000, and it ean be |

easily imagined what a stupendous work lay in
.front of them. The Board of Directors set apart

-in July, 1918, a sum of rupees ten lakhs to be utj-
lised in providing capital for satting up large .

-stores of- oloth and foodstuffs for the benefit of
this large population of the town. On account of
“the failure of monsoon over a large. part of the
~country and consequent scarcity of foodstuffs, this
provision on the part of the management was not
-only fully justified but proved to be imperatively
necessary to save the situation. The management
-asked the Servants of India Society to depute. one
-of its members to proceed to Sakchi and report on
“the proponsal and to work out a scheme in detail.
T eame here in the beginning of August, 1918, and
“made the required report and was subsequently
-asked to give effect to the proposal and to manage
the stores for a period of twelve months. The
- ‘Managing Director wrote to the President of the
Bociety for the same, requesting him to lend the
services of a member. The President readily agreed,
and accordingly I undertook on behalf of the So-
ciety the starting of the stores and their
raent for the period of one year.
The supply of provision to the large army of
workmen is done by a number of wholesale and
retail shopkeepers, Wholesale shopkeepers, who are
nof more than & dozen, having capital at their
command, import foodstuffs and sell on about a
‘month’s credit to retail shopkeepers, sixty or
-seventy in number, who sell in small ‘quantities to

_manage-

consumers. Thus, before rice, for instance, was |

-passed on to the consumer, profit of these two

merchants was added to the cost price. It was
the purpose of the Compasny to cut out the mid-
dleman’s profit as much as possible and to supply.
necessaries to its employees at a price not much,
The company having set. up.

above the cost price.
its own stores, took the place of the wholesals
merchants’ gtores. It charges no interest an the.

capital invested, and adds about 5 p. e. for establi-:
shment and other expenses to the cost price... .
Further, due care is taken to bee that retail dealers-
" do not charge more than 5 p. ¢.'over the Company’s
" wholesale prices. Rice was purchased and railed

from Midnaporé, Bankura, Balasore and Sambal-

' pore districts, wheat from Bilaspur district, turdal
from Gorakhpur district, salt { which is ‘imported -

from Aden and Port Said) from Caloutta, and
ghee from Bilaspur district ( Pendra road ). For
the purpose of making purchases from all these

' places and making myself conversamt with local

markets and merchants, I had to do considerable
travoiling. The following figures show the extent
of purchases made month by month. :

‘September 1919 Rs. 25,000
QOctober . Rs. 15,000

" November ,, Rs. 31,000
December ,, Rs. 68,000

It may be interesting to many o know thatsait
used in Bengal Presidency and the greater part of
Bihar and Orissa is not Indian ealt, but that manu-

factured at Aden, Port Said, Mussowah, Spain and -

Ljverpool. It is very fine and free from dirt
Madras Salt is used only in the Cuttack Division
of Orissa. Prices have thus been kept down and
are appreciably below those obtaining in Kharagpus
Junction and Calcutta. e
The next step was to open cloth stores for the
benefit of the employees. Bernzal and Bihar and
Qrissa suffered considerably, perhaps more than
any other part of India during the last year from
the oloth famine. Fortunately, during October
last there was a slump in the cloth market and
taking advantage of that, a large quantity of cloth,
all made in India and mostly in the Nagpur Em-
press Mills, was bought to the extent of about Ra.
60, 000. The stores were opened on the 19th of
November last, and the daily sale all in retail has
averaged about Rs. 400, These stores are not in-
tended for making profit and nothing issold whole-
Bale to shopkeepers, except to licensed hawkers,
ona small ¢commission, who sellat Company’s
prices. Everything is sold strictly on cash pay-
ment. This shop has proved a veritable boon to
artizans and workmen, who have found out that
the shopkeepers, used to charge them 507, more
than what is now charged in the stores. A police-
man, who said,hehad used but one dhoti during the
whole of the past 12 months, bought 2 pairs, be-
cause he got them very cheap from this shop
and thus satisfied his cloth hunger for a couple
of years to come. Further stock of cloth costing
about Rs. 26,000, has beon added. :
The formation of Co-operative Credit Societies

has been the next item of social work undertaken
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by me. The ubiquitous Kabuli, with his laths, is
not absent from this place and about & dozen of
them thrive on the needs of poor people, who pay
ths isual interest of 1 to 2 annas per rupee per
_mensgem, §. e. 75 to 150°/, per annum.

One Credit Society of workmen of an Electric
Repairs Shop, with 58 members, has already been

formed and two others, one for sweepers called

Ghasis and the other for Khalasis from Surat Dis.
trict of Gujerat are under formation. Itis hoped
that about a dozen of these share-banks will be
formed within the next few months, thus enabling
poor artizans to liguidate their prior debts contract-
ed at inordinate rates of interest, the loan to be
undertaken from their Societies being recovered by
easy instalments for their pay.

But it ie not intended to confine our welfare
work merely to a provision of suppliss to workmen
at reduced rates and putting them in the way of
redeeming themselves from the lcad of indebted-
ness, though the work must necessarily begin
with these under the circumstances. But of the
five months that I have so far devoted to the work
here, the first was spent in the preliminary wark_
the remaining period being devoted to the organi-
zation of and the making of purchases for the two
stores and the spadework of the Co-operative Cre-
dit Societies. Now that the stores are in working
order, more time can be devoted to other forms
of socinl work, e. g. formation of boys’ and mens’
Clubs, sports and excursions for the children,
starting of primary schools in the various verna-
cular languages of India (fo? all Indian languages
are represented in this very cosmopolitan town),

" restaurants to Wean men away from grog-shops,

of which there are two close to the works, and
similar other activities. I am confident these will
bring about a lasting improvement in both the eco-
nomic and moral conditions of these workmen,
and I only hope that it will be granted to me to
-stark all these new branches of work within the next
seven months, for a greater part of which I hope
- to be residing in this town.

A, V. THAEKAR.

FRANCHISE IN THE FEDERAL
COUNTRIES.

No one who has closely followed the development
., of Indian Constitution can fail to.recognise the
fact that the fundamental -principle on which its
ultimate form should rest, must be federalisation

" . and notunification. That is not only desirable but

"necessary in the interests of the various compo-

nent parts of this vastIndian continent, possessing
"-differing characteristice and divergent interests.
“So'we feel that an intimate acquaintance with the
" orgzanisation of legislative assemblias in conntries

which have achieved a -** closer union,” is really
"esgential for onr purpose. This article describes

the franchise obtaining in those eountries,

e

THE UNITED STATES.

When the deoision to break 1oose from the con-
trol of the mother country was arrived at by the
colonies in America, there was no organisation to
direot united and concerted action. To carry on
war effectively, the need for such an organisation
was greatly felt, and the Confederation of 1781
came into existence. There were many defects in
the articles of the Confederation which rendered
its satisfactory working impoasible. So by the
Philadelphia Convention of 1787, most of the evils
weore remedied, and a new constitution was agreed
upon. The present ayatem of government is, in the
main, based on the constitution of 1787, with a few
amendments introduced since then.

The legislative power is vested in the Congress
consisting of a Senate and a House of Representa-
tives. Section 2 of Artiole I. provides that the House
shall consist of members elected every second year
by electors whose qualifications are the same as
those required for the State legislatures. The
States failed to exercise their power properly, and
the necessity arose for two amendments to put
an end to such an abuse of power. One lays down
that if any State abridges.the right of every
male of full age to vote for federal purposes ‘“the
basis of representation therein shall be reduced in
the proportion which the number of such male
citizens shall bear to the whole number of male
oitizens of twenty-one years of age insuch States.”’
The other defends the right to vote of citizens of full
age against differentiation owing to * race, colour,
or previous condition of servitude.” The candi-
dates should be twenty-five years of age, must
have baen citizens of the United States for seven
yoars, and be residents of the State of their epn-
didature. For making the House really representa-
tive of the people and placing the different States
on a footing of equality, it is necessary to apportion
representatives asccording to their numbers. The
Apportionment Aot fixes the number of representa-
tives each State Is entitled to after each decennial
census. The power to determine the population
unit i8 vested, subject to two limitations, in the
Congress. These limitations require that each State
shall have at least one representative, and that
the number of representatives shall not exceed
one for every thirty thousand. The following table
gives an ides of membership and population unit
at different times :—

Year. | Population unit. | No. of members Population.
5

1787 30,000 65

1800 154,325 330 5,308,483

1901 193.000 %91 75,994,575

1910 210,415 433 & 435 (in 1912) 91;972,26&

The United States has remained * a federation
in respect of the Senate, and a nation in respect pf
the Housge of Representatives.” The equal repre-
aentation of States in the Senate by two . .membera
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-each chosen by their respective legislatures recog-

nises their 'separate. entity on an equal: footing,
The term of office of Senators is six years. The
.Senate is divided into .three olasses, each class
vacating at the end of the second year. Senators
should be thirty years of age, must have been citi-
zens of the United States for a period of nine years
and be inhabitants of the State which chooses
tym.

For purposes of election the states that are
represented by more than one member are divided
into electoral districts containing equal number
-of inhabitants. Provision for such a division was
for the first time made in 1842. The districts " shall
be composed of contiguous and compact territory
containing as nearly as practicable an equal num-
ber of inhabitants.”
stances the election of representatives at large is
permitted. The State legislatures exercise power of
-dividing the States into congressional districts.
All States are provided with two houses.
Generally all male citizens of 21 years of age are
voters. The members of both the houses are elec-
ted for varying terms. The number of Senators is
not as large as that of Representatives, and the
-electoral districts, that elect representatives to the
‘Benate, are larger than eongressional districts. In
a few States, theSenate is renewed partially at the
ond of two years. Residence qualification, varying
from two years in the case of Rhode Island and
Kentucky to three months in Michigan and Maine,
is strictly enforced. In some States mere regis-
tration is sufficient, while in some others pay-
ment of taxes is essential for the exercise of vota.
U'nnaturalised persons who declara their intention
to become citizens are granted franchise in some
Btates in the West. In the Southern States, various
methods have been adopted to exclude the negroes
from the franchise, without infringing the
amendment regarding color ete., already referred
to. In all States, “untaxed Indians” are not allow-
ed to exercise the franchise. In the State of
Massachusetts, Connecticut and others, knowledge
of English ismade a condition precedent to acquir-
ing the right to vote. Some of the Southern states
insist on the voters giving some * reasonable ex-
planation of what they read.” There are many
foatures that are common to many states, while
there are also some in which they differ widely., Tt
is not possible to mention them all within the
small compass of an article. -

Woman suffrage has been granted by some of
the States. In Wyoming, Colerado, Utah, Idaho,
Washington, California. Arizona, Kansas, Oregon,
Nevada, Montana, and New York, women enjdy
suffrage on equal terms with men. The power of
permitting women to take part in Presidential

elections is vested in the State legislature. In |

1913, the State legislature of Illinois granted to
women the right to vote in the elections -of Presi-
dent and Vice-Presidemt.. 'Indiana, -Qhia, and
‘North Dukota also extended such a priviiege t»

Only in exceptional circum-

women in 1917. But in these States ‘women c¢an-

. not participate in the elections to the Congress,

SWITZERLAND.

In Switzerland, the legislative and executive
authority is vested in the Federal Assembly con-
sisting of two Houses. The National Council con-
sists of 189 representatives of the Swiss people,
directly chosen for three yeare by the people in the
ratio of one member for each 20,000 population. No
canton or half canton is left unrepresented. All
citizens of the Republic who have atiainad the full
age of twenty years exercise the right to vote.
Every voter is eligible for membership of the Na-
tional Council. The State Council is composed
of 44 members, chosen by cantons each returning
two representatives. Cantons enjoy the exclusive
privilege of determining the term of office and the
method of election of their representatives in the
State Counecil.

The cantons in Switzerland are govereign
states enjoying independent legislative puwers.
The government of each canton is slightly diffe-
rent. In some small cantons, the people exercise
theirpower directly without any other intermediate
machinery. In such, all male citizens of full age
enjoy the right to attend and vote at the cantonsl
gatherings. There are some large cantons where
this is not possible, and in which a body elected
by universal suffrage, exorcises powers in the in-
terests of the cantons. All big cantonal cons-
titutions provide for referendum. In certain oan-
tons like Zurich, all measures are submitted to the
popular vote. while in others it is optional and is
employed only when called for by petition. * Popu-
lar initiative " is being slowly introduced in some
cantons, by which the right of a certain number
of people to introduce laws by petition is con-
ceded. '

GERMANY,

Recent events have greatly affected the con-
dition of affairs in Germany. But before stat-
ing briefly what the present state of things is, we
deem it necessary to give 8 shor{ aceount of the
constitution that existed prior to the Revolution, -
The legislative functions of the Empire were
vested in the Bundesrath and the Reichstag. Like
the Senatein America, or the Council of States in
Switzerland, the Bundesrath was a federal council
on which the States of the Empire found repre-
sentation.. But unlike ‘the States in the United
States and canfons in Switzerland, the constituent
parts of the foderation were not placed on a
footing of equality. Prussie not only possessed 17
ropresentatives, but also controlled, in the least,
the representation of 30 representatives. The
Reiehstag consisted of 441 members elected for
a torm of five wyenrs by direst, secret, universal
manhood suffrage. Even in this assembly-Prussia
dominated. The representaiion was in the mfio of
one for every 131,640 inhabitants. On 1912, 14,442,
387 wore pligible for voting, populstion in 1919
being 64,925,993,
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The States of German Empire did not all
possess the same constifution. There were some
states like, Saxony, Prussia, Wiirttemburg, Lubsck
which were provided with two Houses, and there
were also some in which the legislative power was
vested in & single chamber that was partly elected.
The franchise was not the same for all. Generally
in States which possessed a bicameral form of Gor-
ernment, citizens of full 30 years of age paying
direct taxes were eoligible for candidature, while
those of 25 years of age making some direct con-
tribution to the State exercised the right to vote.
In most cases direct election was the rule. In
Wiirttemberg no property qualification was requir-
ed. Possession of landed estate worth 4,000 marks
in the case of candidates, and 3,000 in the case of
voters, was the qualification for the Upper House
in Saxony. -

Conflicting reports have reached us regarding
the new German Constitution. . Whatever may, be
the changes that are likely to take place, if Ger-
many is to be refederated at all, its constitution
must to some extent be baged on that of the United
States. The legislative power is to be vested in
two Houses, namely, the Peoples, and the States.
The principle of representation for the States in the
federal counecil shall be one deputy for every mil-
lion inhabitants. The life of the two Chambers

" has been restricted to three years. The franchise

is given to all Germans over 20 years .of age. It

is believed that nearly 39,000,000 persons of which
21,000,000 will be women, will be entitled to vote-
The whole of Germany has been divided into elec.
toral districts, each electing a list of candidates
on the average not more than 12, As regards other
points, nothing can be definitely said.

R.8 R.

REYIEWS,

. SHORT NOTICES.

Tozek GREAT BEva ALEES—Published by Mesars. Natesan
& Co., Madras. Price Annss Four each. "

'WE have received tbree sketches of three eminent Ben-
galeées. It would be presumptuous on the pert of anybody to
introduce Lord Sinka to the Indian public. Lord Sinha
occupies a unique position in the public life of this country.
Ag such, s skotch of his life and career must furpish extre-
mely interestivg reading. The other two, Bir J. . Bose
and Sir P. C. Rey, are great scientists of world-wide repute.
They bave won lsurels in the field of science. 8o their lives
too, will be read with peculiar interest. In these books, we get,
not only 8 good account of their lives, but also extracts from
their speeches and writings here and there, which give us an
ineight into the character of these great personalities,

.B.R .

L

SPEECHES AND WRITINGS oF PAXDIT Mapax MaEoN MalLa-
vivA.—Published Ly Messrs. G. A. Natesan & Co., Madras.
Price Rupees Three.

IN this volume, we have an wup-to-date collection of
speeches and writinge of this true son of Indis. Those who
go through the pages of tbis book cennot fail to be strock by

the fect that hie activities are many and varied, and that any- '

* hing that will further the interests of the Motherland, bas

always received : his sympathy and esupport. The Hindo-
University, { to which be[has devoted all his time, energy and:

‘talents, i is pre-eminently a fruit of bis labour. At the pros

sent moment, when the action .of the Government on the
recommendationa of the report of the Industrial Commission-
ig awaited with emxious interest, Pandit Mslaviys's able
minute on the subject will be read with grest beuvefit. The-
lIengthy biographical account, which the publishers have:
done well to add to this edition, has many veluable leasons.

for the coming generation of publie workers.
R.5.R. &

LETTERS FROM THE PROYINCES,

MADRAS.
Madras, Jan. 26,

Wz bave had a thick succession of interesting events~
during the last few days, but as I dare not draw too much om
your hospitelity or on the indulgence of your readers, I pro- °
pose to keep some things over to my next leiter and confine
myself in thie to the visit of the Reforms Committees and the-
attitude of the Non-Brahmins towards them.

Dg. Naie RE-BENTER. .

Ag your readers sre eaware, the Reforms Commitiees
were due here on the 13th instant and suddenly and dra-
matically. .Dr. Nair arrived here on the 8th—of course
accidentally, if pot for reasons of health, You will be glad
to know on the assurance of no less an authority than Dewan
Bahadur P. Theogaraya Chetty that Dr. Nair's stay in Eng-
lend has very much improved his health and that it is now be-
yond anxiety. 'The usual marks of public appreciation wers-
shown him-—reception at the station at which were present ail
the leaders of the Non-Brahmana movement, presentation of”
addresses on the platform, a procession, more addresses, a
public lecture at which the hero recounted his exploita &c.—
only there was no offering of the holy water ( poorng kumbham).
from the temple 88 it is tainted with Brahmanisin and the
nen-Brabmanas have conscientious oljection to it. Following
these demonstrations came off the meeting of the confedera~
tion of the South Indian Peoples’ Association and one or two.
other conferences of non-Brahmins in the moffusil. These
gatherings, I guess, were mesnt to impress upon the Reforms-
Committees the strength and volume of the movement.

Dz. Naiz’s Wokxg IN ENGLAND.

Dr. Nair told hia admiring sudience that he bad done
very active and useful work in England~-after the unfair
muzzling had | een removed of course. He had long talks.
with Mr. Bbupendranath Basu and though the latter was.
dead opposed to communal representation in the beginning,
Dr. Nair had the satiafaction of converting him to his views.
before he left England. Then he bad an interview with Mr.
Montagu and with Sir William Duke, with mapy members of”
Parliament end as muny editors of London and provincial
newapapers 88 he could manage to get. Sir William Duke
asked him if, instead of the form of communal representation
that he was asking for, it would do to Teserve certain sests.
for certain communities in plural constituencies. ' No ' said
Dr. Nair, * it won't satisfy me, because that is not communal
representation. You might call it by aeny pame. It ie not
communa] representation and cowmunsal representstion is what
I am after.” He found the -editors too busy with the war
and they asked him to come again at & more suitable time, and
ho has kindly promised to do so. Your readers will perhaps
ask, “ We know he wants communal representation. But what
is hip attitude towards the reforms ?"” Judging by his article-
in the Empire Review and his slliance with the Indo-British
Association, one would think that he was opposed to suy great
reform and certainly the grant of respomsibie government,
even though in several instalments. But s in his own worde
"» e will ! do bis very best to wreck any measure whieh does not.
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-oontain communal representation,’ your resders may yet hope
“that he will let poor India have some reforms if communal
representation i provided for in some shape.
facts that Dr. Nair gave pullicity t0 in England let your

resders judge by the following passage taken from & verbatim’

report from the Justice. ¢ I had to cxplain to:him (Mr. H.E.A,
Gotton) how only & emall vumber of non-Brahmins get into
the Legislative Council in Madras in spite of the preponderance
of non-Brahmin voters, He asked me in the present Council
how many non-Brabmins were elected. & -said ome out of
ten.” TYet any book of reference will tell you that out of a
101 elected strength of 21, at the time that Dr. Nair made
the statement 10 were Brahmins and 11 were non-Brahmins
of whore 5 were non-Brabmin Hindus. 'What Dr. Nair-onght
to have said was that out of nine constituencies composed
of Municipal and Local Board members, eight returned
Brahmine members, -though an overwhelming majo-
rity of the voters are non-Brahmins. It may interest
your readers to know that Mr. T. Rangachariar, a Brahmin
who represents the City of Madras in the local Legislative
‘Council, owes his seat to Dr. Nair who aupported him against
Dewan Bahadur P. Theogaraya Chetty, his co-leader of the
non-Brahmin movement now, but then one of his bitterest
-opponents. It does not lie in Dr, Nair's mouth to belp a
Brabmix to a seat in the Council and then complain that he
fhas got one. )
Non-Bramming Bovcorr a2 CoMMITTEES,

When the composition of the two Committees was pul-
"lished, numercus protests were engineered from here on the
-ground that the Franchise Committee contained two Brahmins

Babn Surendranath Bannerjee and Mr, Sastri,—though the
Patrika is never tired of publishing theformyar* T™=beef-euting
Propensities and the laiter dines more frequently with Euro-
.pedns and Mugeslmans than most non-Brabmin leaders do.
Apparently the objection is to their not Leing able to help
their Brabminical birth. An extraordinary session of the
non-Brahmin confederation met and passed & resolution that
in view of the composition of the two Committses they should
be boycotted. These protests:and resolutions were duly com-
-municated to the Committees and all suthorities from the
Becretary of State downwards. Our watchful Tocal Govern-
ment became very anxicus and in order to avoid the threatensd
~calamity nominated as added members four good non-Brah-
" ming, I mean men thoronghly known for their non-Brshmin
-ympathies. That seemed to palliate the indignants and it
was widely rumoured that they wonld graciously appear be-
fore the Cormittees. Thie belief was strengthened by the
fact of the local Government having invited the most promi-
aent non-Brabmin associstions and leaders to give evidence
before the Committees. But the unexpected was destined to
happen. The dramatic reappearance of Dr. Nair on the Iccal
political stage introduceed fresh complications. He was the
‘host without whom the reckoning had been made. He open-
od the eyes of the mon-Brahmins to the loss of dignity
that would result by appesring before Committees that
‘were packed and that took evidence in camera (what a
sknme !) and they need not fear that their case would go by
«defaalt as they could use the powder they saved to much
better advantage in England. Your readers will perhaps
think that this was a counsel of despair and that these tactics
will prejudice even friends against the non-Brahmins. All
that I can say is, that Dr. Nair believes diffcrently and in
wporting spirit I wish him good luck.
GovermMeNT EaT THE HUMsre Pig. .

Meanwhile, our Government has had to eat & very bhumble
@ie. It is in the position of the gentlemsn in the story whe
aised the ghost but when it became inconvenient he could not

Iay it at rest. There are people hers who claim to possess do-
<cumentary evidence to prove that the local Goverrment, at
&ny rate some influential members of it, were responsible for
the birth snd growth of the non-Brabmin movement. Of late,

~

Of the kind of |

in succeasive honours lists its Jeaders have been figuring pro-
minently. The Government showed an extraordinary solici«
tude for Dr. Nair's health and eecured for him passage to
Englavd. In deference to the sentiments of the non-Brahmin
Conference they chose as added merabers to the Committees
all good non-Brahmine. In the limited number of witnesses
chosen to appear before the Committees, the non-Brahmin
leaders and associations were given a favoured proportion.
It ia freely rumoured here that even the proposals of the local
Government have been fachioned to sult their sentiments.
Even though Dr. Nair returned from England just on the
eve of the Committees’ visit of this place, it is believed
that the Government put him in as & witness before the
Franchise Committes. After all this yielding on the part of
an obliging Government, for the non-Brahmins to boycott the
Committees and make the Government look ridiculous on the
eyes of the public | Lord Southborough is known to' be im-
patient of delays. What should he have felt when a whole
day of each Committee was wasted by these spoilt children
of the Government? And yet I wonder whether Lord
Pentland’s administastion will be the wiser for this exe
perience. .

CORRESPONDENCE,

SIR JOHN WOODROFFE AND MR. ARCHER.

S18,—1t is rather late in the day now %o make capital out
of the stale amd silly pun on the word ‘materialism.’ ‘Mate-
rislism’ when oppesed te ‘spiritualiem’ can only mean a theory
to explain (so far as possible) the Universe just as ‘epiritna-
lism’ is a theory. Now one of these theories may be correct,
or both may be wrong, but it is difficult to see how either of
these theories can exalt it supporters any more than the
corpuecular theory of light, for instance, can exalt anybody.

Without accepting Mr. Archer's conclusions as to the
future of India, one may eay that there is:hardly any justifica-
tion for the displsy of righteous indignation indulged in by
the reviewer sgainst the ‘materialism’ of westera civilization
in general and the ‘all too materialistic’ doctrines of Mr.
Archer in particular. It sounds very much like: ‘sll too cor-
pusculsr’ theory of light ! '

It is probably very pleasant, if slightly illogical, to think
of one’s pet theory as ‘higher’ than any other ; but the word
‘exalted’ in this connection doubtless owes its origin to the
rather primitive idea that God is somewhere ‘*up’ sbove us, so
that the ‘God’ theory is naturally higher than any other !

1s it eny wonder thet people put forward mnew theories
when the old ones fail to satisfy them, especially when the
time-honoured ones offer no proof that can satisfy the logical
mind ? Of course it goes without esying thaot logic is not
‘exalted’ enough for ‘epirifualieta.’ Still one might be excused
for not accepting & theory based on *faith’ slone. On the same
basig, 1 msy propose a capricious cat with three tails end un-
limited power as the Prime Cause of the umiverse. Only, you
must have faith in it. And of course, if you dare to ask for
proof in support of this ‘exalted’ Catism, obviously you have
no ‘faith’ and do not deserve any considerstion.

However much praise our ancestors may deserve for
baving propounded these epiritualistic doctrines, they have
never given the slightest proof that these are in sny way
superior to materialistic ones in their effect on society. Un-
less we ¢an claim any credit for our exceptional genercsity
in ellowing India to be conguered by whoever had & mind to
it, I do not see that we have given any striking proofe of our
unselfishness, or any other ‘exalted’ quulities. OQur only
way to grestneds then appears to be to ubuse those who do not,
agree with us. Let gs at least be ‘exalted’ enough not to
stoop to that.

R. D. Kagve,
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INDIA'S WAR FINANCE.

POST-WAR PROBLEMS.
By Prof. V. G. Kale, M. A.

The book lucidly reviews the administration
of Indian finance during war time and clearly
brings out the great services rendered and sacri-
fices made by this country for the successful pro-
secution of the war to a victorious issue. It
describes the effetes of the war upon Indian
finance, . currenoy, exchange, trade and banking
and points out in what directions urgent reforms
are called for in view of the requirements of the
country’s progress in the era of reconstruction and
rapid development. Every atudent of publie ques-
tions and of Indian Economics ought to buy a
copy. Cloth bound R4d. 2.

Copies may be had of leading booksellers
and the Aryabhushan Press, Poona, and

Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay,

GANDHI'S
SPEECHES AND WRITINGS

WITH AN INTRODUCTION

By Mr. C. F. ANDREWS
WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MR. (GANDEI & ACCOUNT
OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN STRUGGLE
By Mr. H. S. L. POLAK
Second Edition, Revised, Enlarged, Up-to-date.

¥ Many new speechss and English translations of Hindi
& Guzerati spoeches are included in this volume.
With numerons portralts, iliustratlons & carteons.
Cloth Bound 500 pages. Indexed.
To Subscribers of “ 1. R." Rs. 2-8,

Price Rs. Three.

THE HON. PANDIT
MADAN MOHAN MALAVYIYA’S

SPEECHES AND WRITINGS
A COMPREHENSIVE AND UP-TO-DATE COLLECTION
¥ This confaine also foll text of his Delhi Congress
Presidential Addregs,
Cloth bound. Price Rs. 3.
To Suhscribers of ** The Indian Keview.” Rs. 2-8.
{Ex.) G. A. Natesan & Co., Publishers, George Town, Madras

Sovereign Ringworm Ointment

Will give miraculons cure in 24 hours for Chronic Ri
worms, Dhobies' I[tches cnd other skin diseases. Guarantee
I not curable, money will be given back. Price per
phiel Ae. 12. SOVEREIGN & Co.,

B. & Box 127, Madras.

* Swadeshi Shirt Buttons. *
MADE OF WOOD : STUDS ONLY.
Strong ! Nice |1 Durable White ; tip coloured: 250 per rupes.
Other colours; tip coloured : 400 per rupee.
Maddala Sabbarayadu & Sons,
VIZAGAPATAM, (8. India.)

Rates of Subscription.
( Including postage. )
Yearly e -.Rs, 4-0-0
Half yearly ... e e ..B8. 2-4-0
Quarterly - ves e «Re. 1-4-0
Great Britain ( Yearly ) . 7 shillings
Single Copy .. - wAs -

Subscrsptwn payable stnctly in a@ams

SHOWING AT ARYAN CINEMA, POONA. .
Mystery of Edwin Drood

An unfinished novel by the famous novelist

Charles Dickens
completed on the Screen on Thursday 23rd and
‘Friday 24th. -

House of I-Ia.t_e. "
Saturday 25th to Tuesday 28th.

Each succeeding episode iz more interesting:
and engrossing.

THE EASTERN PHARMACEUTICAL WORKS.

1 ANTI-FEVER.

An excellent preparation which con be used with groat‘
success and eafty as & Curative or Precentive of Influenega,
Malaria, or any other Remittent Fevera.

Guuranteed to confain no quinime, or any poisonons egents,
which in the hands of laymen may lead to harmful after-effects
2 HEMATIC COMPOOUND.

Ap ideal bone and nerve tonie, an exceilent blood regen
erator and purifier. Invigorates and repidly recoups lost heaith
in convalescence froir Influenzs, Ppeumonis, Typhoid and
other tropical fevers.

3. ANTI-INFLUENZA.
4. CHOLARA DROPS.
Guarantosd free from alcohol.
Sole Agents :— Sane Bros.
Madlbuv Agency, Mobun Buildings,
BOMBAY 4.

Latest Books.

President Wilson, Re. 1

The Modern. Apostie of freedom ( speeches on
world's freedom ) foreword by Dr. 8. Subramania
Iyer.

Sandhyavandana 0-12-0-
Of all Vedic Sakhas by B. V. Kameswara

Aiyer, M. A,

A. Manual of Hinda Ethics 1-0-0
by G. A. Chandavarkar

The Holy Symbols 2.0-0-
by J. D. Shroff

(Ex.) d. A. Vaidya Raman & Co.

(5) Kondi Chetty St. Madras.

JUST A WORD

or two to remind you to send your order To-Day for our famons
COSSI SILK SUIT PIECES
Worth the price, and a piece guaranteed for one suit complete.
Prioe R8. 8 per piece.
' Order from:—Q0OD LUCK COMPANY, BENARES CITY.

Sanskrit Books for Sale.

Priyadarsiks with Commentary, Notes and Trans. ...
Ratnavali with Commentary, lgotels and Trans
Nagsnandam with Commentary. Notes and Truns.
Mabaviracharitam with Com., Notes and Trana,
Mrichakatikam with Com. and Trens.

Apply to:—L. V. RAMCHANDRA IVER,
Publisher, MADRAS.
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