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A FEW days ago the main Committee of the Unity 
Conferenoe appointed a Sub-Com

Tho breakIng up mittee for preparing the ground by 
01 the Unity Con· detailed discussion of basic ques
IOlleDCO. tions. The Hindu proposals about 

oow-killing were summarised in a 
drlIoft which oontains very modest and what appear 

. to us reasonahle proposals. The basis of all the 
proposals is the right of prescription and if this is 
proved things will b. done as they have been done 
heretofore but no innovations shan be allowed. It 
must be said to the oredit of the Muslims that their 
draft is persuasive although the first clause is need. 
lessly bellioose and assertive. Itnotonly refers to the 
Hindus-whioh is pertinent-but to the Legislature 
as well as the Courts-as muoh as to say that they 
are not going to be browbeaten by any agency, not 
even the arm of the Law, whioh the Hindus may not 
invoke. An alternative draft suggested by the Mus
lims gives to the Hindus the right of playing musio 
before mosques provided they oonoede the right of 
oow·saorifioe absolutely without reservation of time, 
plaoe snd manner. This looks veritably like a rivalry 
in vioe ; it is tantamount to saying that both might 
suffer a· violation of their feelings provided there is 
oomplete reoiprooity. We think the Hindus should 
havs aooepted a modest proposal from the other side 
asking for the stoppage of musio when "passing a 
mosque in whioh oongregational worship is going on 
at the time." Nothing Oan be mar. reasonable. But 
the Hindus met this by a oounter-proposal, admitting 
no restriotions exoept In the oase of old historio mos
ques Now when people priding themselves on their 
detaohment from looal passions and prejudioes and on 
their philosophio oalm oannot arrive at oompromises 
It is no wonder that looal leaders oocasionally feel 
dissplrited In spite of this we would ask both the 

communities to mind the appeal made by the main 
Committee to the publio to persuade their ooreligion
ists not to take the law into their own hands and 
use their best endeavours to prevent riots and to pro
mote mutual good will. In particular we drawatten
tion to the request made in an appeal to establish 
local unity boards. We have all along been in favour 
of such bosrds and are glad that the Conferenoe 
itself has seen fit to recommend their establishment. 
We had hoped muoh from the Conferenoe and we re
gret that it stsnds sdjoUlned In the meantime pro
vinci"l attempts might be started to bring about unity 
and we suggest that Bombay City might organize a 
Committee for this province. Mr Satyamurti's recent 
uttaranoe that there cannot be real or lasting com
munal unity until there is real politioal unity pre
sents us with a vioious circle and has little imme. 
diate value. The abolition of communal represent .... 
tion without the acquiesoenoe of the Muslims will 
only make matters worse instead of bringing about 
unity. Perseveranoe and patienoe seem to be the 
only antidotes to the pessimistic vein olearly dis
cernible in the reflections of various journals in the 
oountry. .. .. 
THOSE who have made themselves familiar even 

Natal Indian 
EducatiOD 
Cnmmission. 

very superfioi"lly with the provi. 
sions of the sgreement reached in 
February last between the Govern. 
ments of India and South Africa need 
not be told that the appointment by 

the Natal Government of the Education Commission 
so appropriately announoed on Mr. Sastri's last. 
birthday is in pursuance of its upliftment seotion. 
Under this the Union Government made themselves 
responsible for the first time in the history of the 
relationship of the two oountries for the moral uplift 
of their permanent Indian population by providing 
for their eduoation. But under the South Afric"n 
constitution education is a provincial subject and the 
Union Government could do no more than under
take to recommend to the Government of Natal, 
which has the largest Indian popUlation but which 
has made very little provision for their Education, 
an exsminstion of the whole problem of Indian 
education by means of a Commission. At the time the 
agreement was published, this very willingness of 
the Union Government to see that an Education Com. 
mission was appointed was seized upon by some 
people who unfortunately cannot be happy unless 
they have a grievance to nurse as a proof of the in· 
sincerity of the Union Government, who, it was said, 
merely wanted to shelter themselves behind the Natal 
Government for the time being and would at the 
earliest opportunity back out of the agreement. Why, 
it Was asked, if they were really so solicitous of the 
welfare of OUT oountrymen, did they not themselves 
promise to appoint suoh a Commission? Those who 
took this line failed to realise the simple fact that 
provinoial governments of an autonomous country 
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like South Africa, being extremely jealous of their 
rights, woul d bitterly resent any interference on 
the part of the Central Government. It is a matter 
for satisfaction that the fears of such people have 
proved groundless. As the Commission is to concern 
itself exclusively with the problem of the education 
of Indians, it should have the benefit of the advice of 
Indian educational e:.c:perts, for whose sele9tion the 
Government of India seems to have been already 
approached. ., ., 
THE Saorstat Eireann elections have belied the 

prognostications of those who expect. 
The Irish ele· ed a big landslide in favour of Mr. 
~tion.. Cosgrave and sanley, and away from 

Mr. de Valera and trickery. U nfor· 
tunately the old idea of proving one's patriotism by 
violent frothing against England is not yet discredit
ed ( what Indian ring there is about all this I ): and 
nearly thaJf the Irish electorate therefore-as far 
as it went to the polls-felt it "unpatriotic" not to 
vote for Fianna Fail. True, no alternative to Mr. 
Cosgrave's policy is possible today; true also that 
only he commands the general confidence which will 
ensure success to the flotation of a big Government 
loan which is immediately needed; still more true, 
that Mr. de Valera has proved himself not only an 
altogether barren doctrinaire, but has actually 
stooped to a disreputable subterfuge, not to say down· 
right false swearing, which should make him shunned 
by every decent person-but what of that? In Ire. 
land still, alas, any exhibition of mor!!!l indignation 
against England is sufficient to blot out any moral 
il)digMtion against men who, in the words of the 
Irish Times, have not hesitated to transform their 
party of non·jurors into one of perjurers: and the 
melancholy result is that whilst Mr. Cosgrave can 
command 61 votes in the new lJail, Mr. DeValera has 
been left master of as many as 57. All the more 
truly patriotic of Mr. Cosgrave that in the face of 
such heavy handicap he is willing bravely to carry 
on for the s~e of Ireland. .. .. 
THE Bengal Primary Education Bill prepared before 

The Bengal Pri· 
mary Education 
Bill. 

his resignation by Mr. Chw!!!varti, 
ex-Education Minister of the pro
vince, has sinc9 been published. It 
is yet too early to say whether his 
successor will find it acceptable 

or whether he would revise it before its intro
duction in the Beng!!!l Legislative Council. As it is, 
the Bill strikes us as very disappointing. Though it 
differs in some respects from the Madras Elementary 
Education Act of 1920, it is largely modelled on that 
Aot, which has since been declared to be a failure 
Bnd is largely under revision. Unlike the Madras 
Act, Mr. Chakravarti's Bill concerns itself exclu
sively with rural areas and provides for the creation of 
~he District School Board for the purpose of organis
mg the education of children within its jurisdiction. 
No secret is made of the fact that this Board will in 
the beginning at any rata be under offioial oontrol 
which is quite out of the spirit of the times and is not 
what was expected of a thorough.going nationalist 
that Mr. Chakravarti is reputed to be. Another note
wortby feature of the Bill is that it proposes to saddle 
the Boards with the duty of training the te!!!chers 
needed for the enforcement of tbe scheme. We do not 
know if this innovation is at all going to help in 
faoilitating universalisation of education within a 
measurable distanoe of time. But Mr. Chakravarti 
does not appear to be in any particular hurry about 
it. Without this, it has so many duties entrusted to 
it tbat it may safely be doubted if the funds at its dis
posal would not be considerably frittered away in the 
t r:lining of teachers and the construotion of buildings 

etc. rather than in bringing every year more children 
under instruction. which ought to be the primary aim 
of a measure like this. Similarly, the propos31 to in
vest Government with the power to enforce compUl
sion does not appear to be specially sound, in tbat it 
may in all likelihood lead to unneoessary friotion 
between the· Government and the Board and will 
hardly be conducive to the growth of a sense of 
responsibility in the Board. The better course 
would seen;t to be to transfer that power to the Board 
itself. The success of the whole scheme hinges upon 
its proper finance. To that end, the Bill contem
plates the levy of a cess,the procseds of which Bre 
going to be earmarked for primary education. 
As it is the rllr!!!l areas that will benefit by this 
measure, the proposed cess has been so devised that 
if will fall mainly on cultivators who will pay one 
anna in the rupee of their rent, landlords paying 
only a quarter anna. Seeing that the permanent set 
tlement in Bengal deprives government of their due 
share iti the growing income from land of the land
lord, the wisdoml of allowing him to escape so light, 
ly is seriously open to question. .. " " 
A SCHEME agreed upon by the Principals of the three 

Arts Colleges anll some other eminent 
I'ompulsory Phy' educationalists including Mr. 
si~al Training in Hesketh, the Director of Public 
Poona Colleges. Instruction, had been prepared and 

sent to the Syndicate of the Bombay 
University some time ago. In a:tswer to a resolu
tion passed by that body in its last meeting inviting 
an estimate of the cost, the Principals of the three 
Arts Colleges have submitted an estimate of 
Rs. 7000 and odd for the second tarm of the present 
academical year, and the Syndicate has consented to 
make a grant of this amount to the Colleges. 
The scheme is simple enough. All the students 
will be given physical training three times a week, 
the standard course in physical training being follow
ed or if possible suitable substitutes in the form of 
exercises. All students will ·be medically examined 
and those found physically unfit will be exempted. 
The unit period of exercise will be three-fourths of an 
hour. The penalties will range from u low fine to 
debarring from University examinations, according to 
the degree of recalcitranca. Nothing can be more 
calculated to develop a sound body as an encasement 
for a sound mind and to prevent the various forms of 
maladies to which our young men are exposed when 
they start life after their academic cyeer. We are 
glad to find in this connection that the Select Com
mittee on the University Bill bs added a special 
clauss empowering the Senate to make provision for 
the physical and military training of students. 
Readers of Stauley Hall's 'Adolescence' will re
member how in American and European Universities 
and Schools the physical development of the pupils is 
minutely studied by means of anthropologiaal 
investigations. .. .. " 
APROPOS of tbis, we may state here what steps have 
• Le f 0 been taken in the Philippines for the 
nssonrm lt · t· rth'ld the Philippine.. as .. SIX yeys 0 Impa .p YSlca e u-

catIOn to all school children. Even 
before physioal eduoation was made a "required" 
subjeot in 1921, 95 per oent. of the pupils in fact 
obtained physical exercise of some kind in public 
schools. In many cases however the exercise was 
more or less sporadio and was not conducted on 
soientifio lines. In 1921 a new course of study in 
physical training was drawn up, which every able
bodied ohild of either sex has to go through; and in- . 
deed a rating of 75 per cent. in physioal education I 

is prescribed as a requirement for promotion of all ' 
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. pupils from the fourth grade. elementary. tothe fourth 

. grade. secondary. which latter oorresponds to the 
high school classes in this country. The course 
"calls for the devotion in all schools of not more 
than 10 minutes a day to health and sanitary inspec-

, tions of pupils. olassrooms. school buildings. and 
school premises; for the devotion in all classes of 

, from 4 to 10 minutes a day to relief exercises. the 
chief objeot of which is to relieve pupils of fatigue 

, caused by sitting still; for the devotion in all element
ary sohools of from 30 to 40 minutes a day to such 
activities as marching. oalisthenios, danoing, impro
mptu games. and group athletics; for the devotion 
in all secondary schools of 60 minutes a day by boye 
to such activities as military drill, impromptu games 
and group athletios ; and of 60 minutes three times a 
week by girls to such activities as marching. calis
thenios. impromptu games, dancing. and group athl .... 
tics. The health and sanitary inspections "nd the 
relief exercises are oonduoted by olassroom 
te!lchers without assistanoe The other aotivities 
are o01:lduct.d by olassroom teachers with the assi
sbnce wherever possible of athletio directors." This 
CQurse has . been given a trial only for six years. 
The annual report of the Director of Eduoation for 
one of these years says: "The average Filipino 
schoolboy of today has been so benefited by the 
physical training that he has"received as a part of his 
schooling that from the standpoint of stamina he is 
superior to the average Filipino sohoolboy of the 
time twenty years ago when our public-sohool sys
tem was yet in its infanoy." In nother plaoe the 
Director says: "Physioal educaion has helped in
oalculably to promote the health. the strength. the 
physique. and the efficienoy of Filipino children." .. .. .. 
A LARGE batch of Indian labourers from Trinidad has 

Indians ia 
Trinidad. 

reoently returned to this oountry; 
and in an interview with the 
Hindu. has given us some idea as to 
the grievances of our countrymen 

there. In the first place there is no one, offioial or 
non-offioial. to look after their interests, even the 
emigr"tion department of the Government of the 
<'..olony whioh was supposed to oare for their oon
venienoe and oomfort, having been reoently abolish
ed. In oonsequence. ignorant and illiterate as most of 
them are. Indians are left to shift for themselves as 
best they may in a far-off strange oountry and natur
ally experienoe many difficulties. The prinoipal among 
these is that about return passages to India. leading to 
the enforoed residenoe of many Indians in Trinidad. 
This is very hard. as. acoording to these people. oon
ditions of work in Trinidad are not at present 
partioularly inviting. Wages are low and the treat
ment aocorded to them very damaging to their self
respeot. In these oircumstances. if the passage diffi
"ulty is removed. many of them would perhaps like to 
say good-bye to Trinidad. Not that we are sure that 
the ohange from Trinidad to India would materially 
improve their lot. For one thing many of them by 
their oontinued absenoe have lost touoh with their 
oastepeople here; and for another. employment is not 
readily obtainable. And though the fate that over
took the returned Indians from Fiji a few years ago 
does not help to make the prospect brighter. the 
situation has doubtless improved since then. The 
Government have begun to display a keener sense 
of responsibility in the matter. and the general com
munity a greater interest in their well-being. It is 
a great pity that information on a matter of such 
serious oonsequenoe to our nationals in Trinidad 
should not be offioially available here; and it is high 
time some means were devised of establishing proper 
contaot between our oountrymen in the several parts 
Cl.f the British Empire and the Government of India. 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND PERSONAL LffiERTY 

A PARALLEL FROM IRELAND. 

THERE is of course not the slightest reason for· hope 
that. when the Counoil of State has sO oonveniently 
rejected Sir Hari Singh Gour's Bill for seeking the 
intervention of the High Court in CBSlllI in .hich 
Government suppresses .. un13wful" associations or 
inter1:lS persons on suspicion. Government will at all 
oonsent to refer the Bill to a joint session of the 
Indian Legislature. as Sir Hari Singh proposes. But 
one cannot help the feeling that Government has 
been very unfair in dealing with this Bill. When 
Sir Hari Singh introduced an earlier measure on the 
same subject. taking away from Government all 
power to proclaim associations and deprive persons 
of their liberty by arbitrary action. the Home Mem
ber attacked the Bill on the ground that· it was far 
too radical a measure and almost invited a sugges
tion from Bome men who have a penclUlllt for oom
promise solutions that Government should be 
allowed to retain the existing powers but the Legis
lature should subject their exercise to judicial 
control. We for our part have always thought that 
this kind of oompromise cannot possibly work. for 
the essenoe of the Samiti A at and the Bengal 
Regulation of 1818 consists just in this. that 
Government oan under the stress of sudden emergen
oies take action without being oalled upon to justify 
it by producing evidence as to guilt by the normal 
processes of law. The whole raison d'eire of such 
speoial·legislation is that desperate situations require. 
desperate remedies to be promptly taken. and if the 
executive authorities are after all to be required ro 
put men against whom they proceed on their trial 
and obtain oonviotions in the usual way. Gov
ernment may as well give up the extraordinary 
powers it has under these laws.' And this was 
preoisely the Government's position. We can well 
understand it. But if they took such an attitude of 
unoompromising opposition to the new Bill. why did 
not Sir A. Muddiman say so last time? Why did he 
hold out a hope that a proposal less thorough-going 
than that for a total repeal of the laws would receive 
sympatbetio consideration at the hands of Govern
ment? Why did the present Home Member attaok 
the Bill on teohr.ical grounds rather than those of 
broad polioy ? We for our part are prepared to conoede 
that in such matters there oan be no hall-way 
houses; that there oan be no alternatives between 
taking away all powers from Government and giving 
it full disoretion. But then we oannot under
stand for the life of us why Government should 
shillyshally with the proposal for suoh a long time, 
only intensifying thereby the disoontdnt oertain t() 
follow on its rejection? 

One of these laws at any rate. the Samiti law, 
Government retains on its statute book. not because it 
is required at present or in the immediate future. but 
only beoause it may possibly be required at some un
known time hereafter. It would be best to quote the. 
precise words used by the Home Seoretary. Mr. Haig 
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in the Council of State in this connection: "The Act 
is a reserve power. We do not want to use it at the 
present moment, and I do not thinK it is reasonable to 
suggest that it should be repealed merely on grounds 
of that nature. But the main argument, as I under
sts-nd, wbich my Honourable friends opposite ad. 
vance, is that the situation is now so quiet that there 
is really no need to keep the Act ... ButI wish to make 
it plain that it is not a question of the present atmos
phere. Our case is not tbat at the present moment 
we are contemplating the use of this Act; our oase is 
a different one. It is that if trouble were to occur
and, Sir, who can guarantee that it will not occur-it 
is most important not to have to wait until a situation 
hs developed which will persuade a naturally reluct
ant legislature to grant powers to stop such trouble. 
.. ' We know that the legislature would naturally and 
properly be reluctant to reintroduoe these measures 
once :they have been repealed. We should have to 
get together an overwhelming case to put before the 
legislature before we could hope, I am afraid, to con
vince my Honourable friends opposite of the necessity 
of action." This utterance has the merit of brutal frank
ness which we greatly appreciate. But if the reasOn
ing here advanced is valid, every country ought to 
provide itself with such extraordinary legislation for 
if no one can guarantee that trouble will not break 
out in this country, no one can guarantee it in other 
countries either, e. g. England But then why is 
India alone to be blessed with such precautionary 
measures? In other countries also exceptional action 
hss to . be taken in exceptional circumstances (the 
need for such action was fully admitted in all quarters 
in the Legislative Assembly), but in no country 
other than I ndia is there permanent legislation 
of the kind we have here. In fact in other countries 
measures for restricting individual liberty are 
tolerated for a brief space of time only 
because the executive, being responsible to the people, 
can safely be trusted to use special powers conferred 
upon it with discrimination. In India however we 
hsve an irresponsible executive which enjoys no 
manner of confidence in regard to exercising self
restraint in the employment of such powers and yet 
it is in this country that Government insists 
upon being given an unfettered discretion to deprive 
persons of their liberty under a law which finds a 
permanent lodgment among our statutes. 

In debating the merits of this Bill official mem
bers drew freely on the recent happenings in Ireland 
The temptation to cite the Irish precedent must at 
this moment be very strong indeed, for after the assas
sination of Kevin O'Higgins the Free State passed 
a law which puts into the shade all the laws passed 
even by the Czarist Russis, and the Free State is a 
democratically governed country. When Mr. Crerar 
in sheer desperation pointed to the Publio Safety Aot 
whioh was then being psssed in Ireland, unofficial 
members like Sir Harl Singh Gour expressed a doubt 
whether it was not a temporary measure. Official 
members of oourse could triumphantly answer that it 
WS8 permanent. It is so, but Sir Hari Singh Gour 
bad every reason to think that the measure 

was of short duration, for such has been the 
previous history of Ireland ever sinoe she startecl 
on her career as an independent State .. 
When the Free State had first to oope with re-. 
volutionsry crime, it limited the life of the PubliCi 
Safety Act it then passed to sil: months. But re-, 
volutionary activity had not ceased when this Aot' 
was about to expire. It therefore prolonged the life 
of the old Act by a year by passing another Act. On a 
previous occasion (I. e. in our issue of Dec. 17, 1925.) 
we have given full details of these measures, contra~ 
ing them with similar legislation in India. Later, 
in November last year, when there was again an out,. 
break of violent crime, the Free State Government 
had· again to go to the Legislature for a Publio 
Safety ( EmBTgeney Powers) Act, and this time they 
pressed for permanent legislation. It is true there
fore that since the close of last year there is on the 
Statute Book of the Irish Free State permanent legis
lation similar to the Bengal Ordinance authorising 
indefinite detention without a prospect of open trial. 
But how different are the circumstances? There 8 

military organization has been formed and is kept in 
existence which imports into the country large sup. 
plies of ammunition and consignments ofarms, forthu 
avowed purpose of subverting the authority oCthe State. 
Just before the Act was passed, in a house in Dublil\ 
close on 50,000 rounds of ammunition were discover, 
ed, and armed ·raids were organized on the police 
force killing several of them. In addition to making! 
attacks upon the peace officers of the State, telegraph 
wires were cut, trees cut down and ros-ds blocked and' 
attempt was made to terrorise the people of the coun;, 
try. In fact civil war was raging in Ireland at the 
time, and although even then permsnent legislation: 
of the kind could not be justified, still it must in 
fairness be recognised that the conditions of Ireland 
where frankly the issue was being fought on the . 
plane of physical force were entirely different from 
those prevailing in India. Even so, what did the 
Public Safety Act of 1926 do? It allowed the autho
rities to apply the provisions regarding detention.: 
without trial to any district on proclamation, but 
required them to summon Parliament immediately 
and lay before it proposals for bringing the Act into 
operation, thus giving an opportunity to Parliament 
to disapprove of Government's action. True, Gov.' 
ernment reserved to itself the right of putting the 
Act in force even in spite of Parliament's disappro
val, but the fact that it had to submit its action to the 
scrutiny of Parliament at every step was in itself a 
valuable safeguard, which is non-existent in India. 
There WB!> of course the provision of the Appeal Council 
too, which, though not completely satisfactory, was 
still much better than anything similar that obtains 
herll. Still the measure was severely attacked for its 
permanency and the Government's defence was that. 
under a responsible government there is no likelihood 
of even arbitrary powers being misused. Said Mr. 
Cosgrave, President of the Free Stste : "Here in the 
Dail there will be an opportunity at all times to deal 
with any Government which would abuse the powers 
given. under this Bill ... These measures cannot ,be 
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taken by the Government without proclamation: The 
Oireachtas ( Parliament) is in possession and must 
be in possession of the reasons whioh bring about 
that proclamation, and the Exeoutive has got to 
stand the natural critioism which will flow from any 
poIIIIible abuse there might be of this Bill." There is 
DO sufficient parallel therefore between the two coun
tries: in the first place, there is nothing in India like 
the oivil war that was raging in Ireland; in the 
second plaoe, the sovereign remedy against indiscri
minate exercise of authority, vis. a government 
responsible to the legislature, exists in ite full force 
in Ireland, while it does not in India; thirdly, the 
Public Safety Act of Ireland contains mitigations of 
arbitrary power suoh as are not contained in the 
Indian oounterpart of that Act. 

The glaring oontrast between the mentality of 
the exeoutive authorities in the two oountries comes 
home in a striking manner when one refleots on the 
action taken by the l!'ree State under the Public 
&fety Aot. The Free State interned some fifty men 
on suspioion under·this law in November last; but 
fDilhin a I1IL nth of the """sage ollhe Act it r.kaBed 
all tMse P1IT807UI and took no further actiOli under it. 
On 15th December, 1926, Mr. Kevin O'Higgins 
declared in the Dan: 

" That step was taken ( i. e. men interned were 
sst at large) because, in the opinion of the Exe
outive Council, a situation does not now exist 
in the country whioh would warrant the con
tinued detention of persons against whom it has 
not beell been found possible to formulate any 
charge .•.. 

It may be asked, and I hope will be asked, by 
Deputies and by people up and down through the 
country why the Gover<nment decided to take 
the step of releasing these men. I believe, it 
will be thought-I eveD hope it will be thought 
-that. we are lenient, foolishly lenient, 
oriminally lenient, with those persons in 
the way we are dealing with the entire 
situation which has arisen and whioh 
neoessitated this emerganoy legislation. . These 
men are being released in the hope that even 
now the persons who have been responsible for 
endeavouring to maintain in the country an 
unlawful militery organization will realise 
that the oontinued existenoe of suoh an organiza
tion, while.it can aohieve no good and no use
ful thing for this oountry and its people, oan do, 
and is doing, serious harm. 

I wonder (U) they (the revolutionaries) are 
pleased with the result, and re,,:iewing the situa
tion generally, wbether they think that to persist 
in sporadic outrage of this kind is a course that 
is likely to produoe any useful results in the 
future. It is to give them an opportunity of 
viewing the situation in the light of these reoent 
ocourrences that the men who were interned 
have been released. At any rate it cannot be 
said that these inoidents, five or six barraok 
raids throughout the entire state, were seized on 
by Governm8l1t to give aD excuse for energetic. 

Vindictive or punitive action against any large 
section of persons in the country; but if there ia 
a recurrence of outrage of this kind, U there is. 
this challenge repeated on the physical plane
on the direct action plane-then it will be the 
duty of the DAil, I submit, to consider that as a. 
new position and to recognise the fact that there 
is in existenoe in the oountry an unlawful 
military organization challenging the peace. 
stability, prosperity and good name of th& 
country. II 

!tis an irony of fate that the very man who set at 
liberty criminal conspirators in the hope and belief 
that they will thereafter be on the mend should be 
struck down a few months afterwards. Our sapient 
officials in India wlll even point the moral of the 
evil flowing from premature release. Anyhow, our 
officials in arming .themselves with measures not 
immediately required for putting dOWll crime but 
which in their opinion might be required in the 
distant future oan .derive no justification from the 
example of ireland who starts by making laws of 
short duration in a situation of grave peril and 
proceeds to make them permanent in theory but ill 
fact restores to freedom all the persons interned 
within a month a~ter their internment, trusting that 
the miscreants will thereby see the error of their 
ways. The repressive laws in India are damnable ill 
all conscience, but they appear only the more 
damnable by comparing them with similar laws in. 
Ireland. 

REFORM OF THE BOMBAY UNIVERSITY. 
IT has been felt for a long time that the Bombay 
University is not keeping abreast of the times and 
the present Bill is an attempt to make such changes 
in its organisatioll as to enable it to perform all the 
duties of a thoroughly modern academy of learning 
and research. The judgment passed on the Act would 
depend upon whether it has succeeded in achieving 
this object. So far as we oan see, the prinoipal changes. 
proposed are a greater democratization of the oonstitu
tion of the supreme governing body of the University. 
the institution of a new body oalled the Aoademic 
Council oonsisting principally of men of learning 
actually engaged in teaching, and a strengthening 
of the Syndioate as the Executive of the University 
administration. 

The demooratic character of the new Senate sug
gests many reflections. It is clear from the report 
of the University Committee that they have taken 
their cue from the opinions expressed by the Sadler 
Commission. The Bbject is to set up" in the words of 
the report of the Commission, "a body to keep it in 
touch with all the varied requirements of the com
munity" and to supply .. statesmanlike guidanoe ill 
the acoommodation of means to ends and in media
tion between the possible misconoeptions of the public 
and the pOSSIbly too restricted outlook of the scholar." 
Although we sympathize with the sentiment under
ly ing the desire to make the University as represent
ative as possible of the various interests in the Province 
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we cannot look upon the result without misgivings. 
The result we have in mind is the unwieldy size of 
the governing body of the University. In the latest 
reform of the University of London the strength of 
the Senate is approximately 45 and the Department"l 
Committee say in their report that they can find no 
justification for the system whereby so many Senators 
are nominated by bodies none of which have any 
organic connection with the University. It is true 
that the new Senate of the Bombay University is 
intended only to be critical, advisory and stimulating 
and other bodies arecreate~ to control details. 
Still the very large' size of the Senate will prevent 
it from doing even the work of reviewing vru:y 
efficiently. We would suggest therefore the applica
tion of the pruning process as follows :-the 8 
ordinary Fellows elected by the Principals of Arts 
Colleges should be reduced to 5; 10 Fellows elected 
by University teachers and other teachers should be 
reduced to 5 ; the representation to the City Munici
palities should b'e reduced from 5 to 2 and that to the 
Distriot Boards also reduced from 5 to 2; 5 Fellows 
elected by the Legislative Council should be reduced 
to 1; fellows nominated by the Chancellor should be 
reduced from 40 to 25. The nomination by the 
Chancellor is intended only as a process of filling up 
gaps necessarily remaining after the normal process 
of election runs it course and for this purpose the 
number we suggest is adequate. 

The Select Committee have done the right thing 
in making the cancellation of the appointment of a 
Fellow contingent upon a vote of two-thirds of the 
whole number of Fellows instead of two-thirds of 
those present as in the original Bill and have deleted 
the original condition that he shall not be eligible 
u nti! the disqualification has be 3D removed by the 
Local Government. The assigning of a Fellow to a 
FacuHy has in the revised Bill been made optional 
whereas originally every Fellow had to be assigned 
to some Faculty or other willy-nilly. 'The whole 
Senate sitting as so many Faculties in judgment 
on matters academic would have been an oddity. 
The cancellation of a degree cannot be ,made except 
by the decision of not less than' two-thirds of the 
tobl number of the Senate; even then the Select Com
mittee has guarded against a possible injustice by 
insisting that the person conoerned shall be given an 
opportunity to explain and that the degree may be 
subsequently restored on showing good Cause. In all 
these respects the Select Committee has removed the 
curious anomalies in the original draft of the Bill. 

The right of the AC!tdemic Council to elect its 
own chairman is inconsonance with the democratic 
trend of the whole Bill. With regard to the proposal 
to have an elected Vice-Chancellor Mr. Swami
narayan has told us in his, minute that it was 
thrown out only by the casting vote of the Chairman 
of the Select Committee. In such a case it is worth 
while pressing for it in the discussion over the 
Bill in the Legislative Council. In Case the Vice
Chancellor is elected it is good to give the Senat
ors the freedom '~o choose an outsider bec~use at 
times there may be no' Senator peculiarly qualilied 

to hold the llost or even if qualified may be 
unable to devote the necessary energy to the bsk 
on account of professional engagements or other 
reasons. The, restriction to appoint from amongst 
themselves must he scrupulously avoided; of course, 
when appointed, he would be an ex-officio member 
of the Senate. A whole section has been added 
by the Select Commii;",ee to formulate a Salection 
Committee to recommend the appointment of whole
time University Professors and Readers. One 
advantage of this arrangement is obvious; it will 
place the appointment in the hands of impartial 
outsiders and prevent the decision of such an impor
tant matter by the Syndicate off its own bat. 
We wonder whether the pungent discussion roused 
by Prof. Shah's appointment has to be given the 
credit for the insertion of this innovation. In the 
case of an Honorary degree, the Vice-Chancellor's 
concurrenoe has been done away with in the revised 
Bill ; with a nominated Chancellor, probably this is 
a necessary safeguard against the politics of the 
Vioe-Chancellor intruding itself into the question; 
but we must equally warn the Senators against intru
ding their own politics either. 

The revised draft t,ransfers the inspection of 
colleges, registers of students kept by colleges, fees. 
the appointment of University Professors and execu
tion of contracts on behalf of the University from 
the Senate to the Syndicate, so far as making rules 
abollt these matters is concerned; but it is to be 
noted that this does not increase its power because 
under another section the Senate can oancel ,or refer 
back statutes made by the Syndicate. A, conflict at 
times may be inevitable, but it is hoped th"t the 
larger body, conscious of the expert character of the 
Syndicate, will not as a rule nullify its work ex
cept .in 'grave, emergencies when some important 
principle may be at stake. A propos of the subject 
of conflict of authority,. we fear that the right to 
reject regulations made by the Academic Council 
conferred upon the Syndicate would lead to deadlocks 
unless there is, complete good-will between the two 
bodies. The Academic Council in fact has no in
dependent authority. It is not easy however to sug
gest a remedy, for consistently with its' character of 
being the sole Executive, the Syndicata cannot 
forego its right of exercising the final authority in 
all matters without distinction. A rule that a two
thirds majority of the Syndicate is necessary for re
jecting a regulation made by the Academic Council 
would probably be a good way of increasing the 
prestige of the Academic Council.' In this matter we 
should follow the advice of Principal J. Mackenzie 
in a contribution to the Press to enlarge the size of 
this Council and make it the final authority in 
academic matters. 

We had looked with wistful glances for the long 
expected provision of the post-graduate studies and 
research, but barring a section constituting a Board. 
not a word is found in the Bill with regard to the 
financial aspect of this important question. We 
are at one with Mr. Chikodi when he says in his 
piinute of dissent that" the absence of a prov.isioD. 
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." securing the financial shbility renderS uncertain tbe 
· position of the University in this connection. It 

seems therefore neoessary that provision should be 
m"de in the Bin whereby a subsbntial portion of 
expenditure of the University should be met from the 
provincbl revenues." Mr. R. G. Pradhan goes still 
further and opines that without a statutory obligation 
to make a substantial grant the present Bill is not 
likely to achieve much in the direction of reform' 
and. in advancing the cause of scholarship. The 
University is already at its wit's end in maintaining 
the School of Ecunomics and Sociology and the 
Board would find perhaps that it has very little to 
do unless the fees are doubled and trebled, c"using a 
flutter in the doveootes of poor families. 

There is nothing amiss about the proposal to 
h:tve a wholetime·Rector for giving sole and undivid. 
ed attention to administrative business, but in any 

· "<lase we need not push extravag~nce so far as to pitch 
his salary so high as Rs. 3000 per month. A 
sum like this cannot be easily set aside unless the 
U nivcrsity's finances are bettered in some way or 
other, of which no hint is forthcoming. What with 

. deficit budgets and top-heavy departments, the relief 
from provincial revenues m"y not be very consider· 
able. It is wise then to proceed warily in creating 
mw posts. 

MORTALITY IN MADRAS. 
· THE administration of the CJrp)rltion of M~dras is by 

no means a oredit either to the Councillors 'or to the 
rate.payers of the oity. The mort"lity rate has been 
steadily on the increase and is much higher than 
that of most mofussil municipalities. This detariou· 
tion of healh . conditions has been so marked that 
the Govarnmenl: appointed in July last a small 
committee to investigate into the causes of the high 
mortality and to Buggest remedies for its prevention. 
The Committee consisted of the Director of Publio 
Health, the Director of the King Institute, two ex· 
Presidents 'and the present President of the Corpora
tion.They have produoed a nry interesting and 
valuable report which ought to rouse the citizens of 
Madras from their lethargy. 

The death rata of M"dr;ls is vary much higher 
.. thsn that of Cslcutta or Bomb~y, as the following 

figures show :--

. Calcutt .. 
Bombay 
Madras 

192t 
. .. 29"10 
.. , 32"13 
... 4310 

1923 
28'40 
32'74 
38'00 

1224 
29'60 
33"44 
41'00 

'The years 1925 and 1926 were vary much worse for 
Madras than the preoeding ones, the death rata being 
47'3 and 46 respectively. The higher death rate of 
Madras may be due to some extent to the differenoe 
in the sex.r"tioof the population, the number of 
fem .. le. psr thousand m"les, accoding to the Census 
of 1921, being 500 in C~lcutt", 52~ in Bombay and 
90S in Madras. This leads naturally to a larger 
number of births in Madras, and ss the desth rate 
smong infants is everywhere higher than among 
nduIts, the tobl death rata is affeoted thereby. On 
t:,e other hand, Inf"ntile mortality is oonsider"bly 
higher in Bombay than in Mad",s. The differance 
in sex·utio oannot the .. fore account for the main 
P6rt of the difference in the desth .,.te. Then there 
is the faot that the death rste is growing worse from 
yeOll' to year. The only possible explanation seems to 
be that the administration of Madr ... is getting more 

. and more ineffioient. . 

The death rate is different for different commu
nities. The average for 12 years from 1914 to 1925 
was as follows:- . . 

Europeans 15'8 
Anglo-Indians 33'2 . 
Indian Christians 29'5 
Hindus ... 3S'4 
Muh!lmmadans 51'5 

Among the Hindus, again, it vBries roughly accord· 
ing to the social shtos and economic condition of 
the different castes. The average for the s..me psriod 
of 12 years was as follows:-

1. Brahmans 28'4 
2. Vaisias 36'1 
3. Cultivating oastes 

(Mudaliars & Naidus) 37'0 
4. Shepherds, Goldsmiths, etc. 47'0 
5. Depressed olasses 47'4 
6. Fishermen 51'5 

Not. :--The rates for3 and 4 are approximate and 
differ slightly from the actuals for the different o,..tes 
included in them. 

It will be seen that the death rate rises as we 
go down the Hindu social scale, the only exception 
being the fisherfolk who show a worse rata than 
evan the depressed classes. But really there is not 
much difference between 4, 5 and 6. It will be seen 
also that the Br3bmans come next to Europeans in 
the lowness of the death rate. The rate for the latter 
would perhaps have been slightly higher, if the 
proportion of married women among them had been 
similar to that of the Hindus. The difference bet
ween the Indian Christians, Hindus and Muham
madans (29'5, 38'4, and 51'5) is striking. The spread 
of eduoation, partioularly among women, perhaps 
explains the superiority of Christians. over the 
Hindus and Muhammadans. Ins~nitary housing and 
purda seem to be the cause of the awful mortality 
prevailing among the Muhammad"ns. 

Aocording to the sbtistics given in the annual 
administrstion raports of the Corpontion, the death 
rate. among infancs under one year is somewhere 
between 250 and 300. But the Committee reject 
this figure. They have bken the average number of 
deaths of infants under one year during the las!; 
15 years, compared them with the population enu
merated in the Oansus of 1921 as under one year and 
arrived at the conolusion that the death rate is not 
less than 500 par thousand The Committae believe 
that their figura is a nearer indic"Lion of the true 
st"te of things than the rste given in the Curpor,..,. 
tion reports The rate-p~yer would have been oblig
ed to the Oommittee if they had shown what factors 
had vitiated the st~tistics 'of the Corporation. One 
doubts, on the other hand. the oorrectness of the 
method followed by the Committee. The death rate 
is usually expressed in the ra'io of registered or 
probable. births in the ye"r. The number of births 
in a ye,.. is always greatar than the· number of 
bahies found alive on .any particular date in that 
year, bec"use, obviously, it includes the children 
who die after birth Let us suppose that 300 is the 
infantile death rata. It means that out of every 1000 
children born in aye,.., 300 die before entering 'on 
their second year. If on any day the infants under 
one yesr are oounted, we sh"U not find 1000 but only 
700. While the Oorporation has oompared 300 with 
1000, the Committee have compsred it with 700 and 
arrived at a higher ratio But whichever is the 
correct rate, it is high enough to shock the compla
cency of our rate-payers. 

There are, however, worse features in our infan· 
tile mortslity. The Census of 1921 has revealed the 
fact that though the population of the City has 
slightly inoreased on the whole (from S·19.lakhs t<t 
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5 '27 lakhs) there has been & fall. of ab,?ut 7 per cent.· 
in the age group, 0-5. In ~plte of It, however, the 
total number of deaths of chIldren under one year, 
and also of those between 1 and 5 years is greater 
in the post-influenza period than in the pre-influenza 
period. The average number of deaths per annum was 

Under one year. 1 to 5 years 
1910-1917 5768 3099 
1920-1925 6078 3630 

It will be observed that the years 1918 and 1919 
have been omitted from the above calculations, so 
that the figures may not be vitiated by the abnormal 
mortality of the influenza years. These figures are 
there in spite of the Child WeHare work that is being 
done here during the last 10 years by the Corporation 
and during the last 5 or 6 years by the Maternity 
and Child Welfare Association started by Lady Wil
lingdon. These centres are increasing year by year, 
their reports claim satisfactory results, yet the Com
mittee has found that mortality among children is on 
the increase. It means that the deterioration in the 
general health conditions of Madras is greater the 
growth in the mortality rate indicates. 

Analysing the causes of mortality over a 
period of 15 years the Committee find that 43 per cent. 
of th~ deaths are undifferentiated and that 25 per 
cent. are attributed to intestinal and 20 per cent. to 
respIratory diseases. Compared with Bombay and 
Calcutta, the incidence of intestinal diseases in Mad
ras is about twice as high as in the other two cities. In 
the matter of respiratory diseases it is only slightly 
better than Bombay. But the percentage of undiffer
entiated causes is higher in Madras, apparently 
owing to the inefficiency of the registering agency. 
If this were corrected, the intestinal rate would be 
further aggravated and the respiratory rate would 
exceed that of Bombay. In the intestinal group of 
diseases are included dysentery and diarrhoea, cho
lere. and enteric. The last is quite insignificant and 
oholera plays a minor part. The bulk of the morta
lity is due to dysentery and diarrhoea. These 
disesses are due entirely to food and water contami
nation. The water supply of Madras is notoriously 
impure But even so, pipe water is better than other 
water. The highest mort!llity on account of these 
diseases is observed in the outlying parts of the City, 
where the suppplyof pipe water is inadequate and 
water from wells and ponds seems to be used In a 
larger measure. The contamination of food would 
8eem to playa larger part than that of water. One of 
the peculiar features of Madras is that various kinds 
of cooked fo:>d are sold in the streets by. petty hawk
ers, and these are invsriabl y covered by swarms of 
fiies. Competing with them are vendors of rotten 
fruits and vegetables and between them they manage 
to kill thousands of innocent lives. Our conservanoy 
arrangements are very defective. A oonsiderable 
Jl!>~on of the labour popUlation are mere squatters, 
bVIng under trees and sleeping on pials .and door 
!!teps. Very few of the huts and houses where others 
live have latrines at all, so that the majority of the 
labour population use either publio latrines or foul 
the drams and the street corners. Public latrines 
al'll utterly inadequate and all of them are nol of the 
fiush type. The result is that the oity is rendered 
most foul and flies find plenty of breeding places 
and al~o plenty of food matter to oontamlnate. The 
Com!Dlttee have made suitable suggestions for im
provmg the water supply, the provision of latrines 
etc. But they do not seem to have thought of th~ 
petty street vendor. Only when she (more often she 
than he) is taokled and the sale of rotten fruits is 
made impossible, will there be any substantial de
crease in the death rate due to intestinsl diseases. 

It is somewhat surprising that the death rate 
from the l'espiratory diseases should be so high in 

Madras, whioh practioally has no cold weather. 
About a fourth of the deaths from this disease are 
due to tuberculosis and its growing prevslence is 
alarming, although a part of it may be due to a better 
diagnosis of the disease nowadays. The largest num
ber of deaths from these diseases oocurs In the 
months of November and Deoember when Madras . 
gets its largest rainfall. Respiratory diseases are 
mostly due to defective housing conditions-such as 
overcrowding, dampness, lack of ventilation, etc. 
The high mortality of November and December is 
undoubtedly due to the dampnessCBused by the 
rains. It is curious that though Madras is an exten
sive city and has plent-y of open space, still there is 
nearly as much overcrowding in the houses as per- . 
heps even in Bombay. It is very common to find 5 

. to 8 families, consisting of 30 to 40 Bouls, living in a . 
small house paying in all a rent of Re. 15 to Re. 20. 
Municipal regulations are either not stringent or are . 
not enforced. The worst sufferers from the evils of 
bad housing are undoubtedly the poorest classes of 
Muhammadans. If private philanthropy and the 
State join hands, it should be easy enough to build 
blocks of houses for the use of these Muhammadans . 
and save the city from its awful waste of human 
life. The Committee have suggested the creation of' 
a Town Planning Trust and recommended the· . 
resumption of the anti-malarial operations which 
were stopped in 19:i!O. 

Within the last faw days the Corporation has con
sidered this report and accepted by resolutions almost . 
all the recommendations contained therein. But un
less the Counoillors as a whole concern themselve!t-. 
much more with tbe real business of the Corpora\ion 
and look after the health, convenience and the 
amenities of life of the rata-p3yers and devote much 
less of their time to political SQuabbles there can be 
no real improvement, pious resolutions notwithsbnd-· 
ing. 

V. VENK-~TASUBBAIYL 

OUR EUROPEAN LETTER. 
(Faolo! OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. I 

GENEVA, September 8. 

THE " GENEVA ATMOSPHERE". 

THE "Geneva Atmosphere" has passed into a 
phrase. Last Monday morning as one looked down 
on the Salle de la RejamUJt'OTI, where the eighth 
ordinary session of the Assembly of the League of 
Nations met, it was impossible not to be impressed 
by the soene below. One began to understand the 
meaning of that phrase. There was the bustle and 
feeling of crowd incidental to every such assemblage. 
There was even a oertain care free air and gaiety 
about it. Everyone seemed to try to look important 
and was intent on making himself heard. The 
comings and goings were endless. One of the first 
proceedings of the Assembly was to draw up a set of 
rules regulating the conduct of the delegates during 
the meetings, and these were hardly distinguishable 
from similar restrictions governing juvenile discus
sions. It could not be said that these rules were 
superfluous. Nevertheless, the cordiality which 
characterised the whole proceeding was clearly dis- ' 
cernible and just there lay its significance and its. 
constructive spirit. Even the British delegates 
succumbed to the Latin manner of repeated and I 
hearty handshakes. Serious and concerned as Sir . 
Austen Chamberlain generally looked on the floor of I 
the Assembly, onB saw him obviously delighted to ~ 
oonverse with many colleagues. What was noticeable jl 
and agreeable to the visitor from Asia was the _ 
manner in which the delegates from Asiatic States . 
mingled freely with the others. These are days. I 
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when the eyes of all the world are turned on Asia 
.and just that morning on the way to the Assembly's 
meeting I had etopped at my bank to oash a 
cheque when an American from New York 
beseeched me to tell him something about the 
political situation in India. It would be more than 
human if the intercourse between the delegates 
did not lead to cor.lial and curious question
ing. and if that in turn did not sometimes end in 
giving or obtaining information not ordinarily 
available. Just at present the League may be domi
nated by the Great Powers who by dexterous and 
interested c()o()peration keep out the smaller Powers 
from raising any points of consequence. But we 
must realise in India that neither the solidarity of 
the Great Powers nor the ineffectiveness of the smaller 
ones can be maintained indefinitely. To see the 
powerful and dietinguished faces in the vast array 
of the representatives now met here is to need a good 
-deal of persuasion to believe that either their ambi
tions with regara to themselves or their States or 
their aspirations about the League can always be 
.held in check by a couple or more of the Western 
European nations. If the League stands, year after 
year it ie bound to grow in importance and conse
quently in influence over the Great Powers. If it 
fails. it will be the greatest moral collapse for the 
Great Powers. Great Britain is feeling the oonse
quenoes of Lord Cecil's resignation now. At home his 
resignation was just a vacancy in the Cabinet. but a' 
Geneva it ie a slur on the earnestness of the Britieh 
Government in international matters. With the 
inorease in the importance of smaller Powers will 
·come also greater recognition for members such as 
India. Unless the Indian members of the Indian de
legation choose to be mere figureheads, they will find 
at Geneva opportunities for a good deal of work by 
way of preparing the ground for greater gains both 
in private oonversations with their oolleagues from 
all parts of the world as well as in dealing with oer
tain questions on the floor of the Assembly. One at 
least of the Indian members of the Indian delegation 
was vieibly a universal favourite. To attaoh to these 
sooial amenities and to the Geneva atmosphere 
a greater value than what they really mean would 
he to lack the sense of reality, but to treat 
them as sheer superfluities or deliberate concoction 
is to err no less fatally. The undervaluation of the 
basic torces of human nature is the turning point 
from humour to cynicism. There was abundant 
humour in seeing the delegate from Chins and the 
·delegstes from the British Empire sitting together on 
the floor of the Assembly seriously disoussing frater
nHy when. if in a somnambulistio mood your eyes 
fell on the morning papar you held in your hand, 
you found them resting on the aohievements of tbe 
British fleet in Chin". The oonclusion would not, 
however, follow that the whole show is futile. Only 
very young people would require life to conform to 
logio. If out of it oan oome something more, and it 
can gather content. even a form has its uses and is 
by no means futile. Not inventive journalism but 
the prevalent high politioal temperature had dissuad. 
ed public opinion in Europe from being guided by 
the oharacter of the agenda in estimating the impor
tanoe of the League's doings just at present. Judging 
from the Assembly's mood, a lively session may be 
expeoted in spite of the Council's extrs-League 
attempts to regulate it conveniently. And, if tile 
Assembly will only assart ,itself, the League will still 
redeem Its name and reoover from the criticism. 
which have, of late. obscured it rsther effectively. 

THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE LEAGUE. 
M. Villegas, the aoting President of the Counoil, 

who opened the Assembl7,'s session, had said in the 
(lourse of his speech: 'Interest ie olaimed more 

readily by political events, even if they are only of 
relative and passing importance; there ie a tendenoy 
to mistake the external phenomenon for the inner 
cause and to see in these events the whole of inter
national life". SirO. P. Ramaswami Ayy,,-r, who 
made the . first speech on Tuesday at the plenary 
meeting, evidently took his stand upon it. The 
Chairman Dr. Guani announced that Sir R"maswami 
was called upon to speak first 8S he was the first 
member of the Assembly who had expressed his 
intention to take part in the general debate. ~ut it 
may also be interpreted as a delicate compliment to 
India. The Indian delegate was lietened to with 
marked attention both by his colleagues among 
whom he seemed to count many personal. friends and 
by the others who seemed to be impressed by hie 
charm. While indicating the manifold ways in 
which India had diecharged. the obligations of her 
membership in the League. he took advantage of the 
occasion to point out :-"Yet I hope also that the 
presence cf· delegates from India and from other 
different lands such a8 Japan and China and the 
South American RepUblics may be of value to the 
League itself by preserving that character of univer
sality which was the intention of its founders. It is 
just the fsct that delegates from all parts of the world 
are not merely present but take an active part in 
the League's business, which has kept it true to its 
name of a league of nations. and has saved it from 
degenerating into a concert of Powers." Under the 
circumstances in which India finds herself Sir Rama-· 
swami was right to emphasise the social and 
economic aspects of the League's work and India's 
willingness to participste in them. But it would be 
passing strange if a man of hie high spirits did not 
feel the sting of his country being crippled and kept 
out of positions of greater consequence, the represen
btion 'lotwithstanding; he also ssid: "By reason of 
her political and geographical position, which is 
sui gen"ris, India ie only indirectly though much 
interested in some of the great politioal problems 
such as disarmament which have been sought to be 
tackled by the League, and it is, therefore, through 
the technical organisations of the League that the 
ideals of the League can be most adequately realised 
in the non-European countries." His Highness 
Mahammad Ali Khan Forouqhi, the first delegate of 
Persia, who followed him, made, however, a very 
pointed speech even as regards the work of the 
League in the economic sphere -. -

" Eaoh nation should not only understand other 
nations, but should bke account of their require
ments and aspirations. It was in that spirit 
that we weloomed the International Economic 
Conference and that we participated in the 
work of that Conference. Indeed. the work of 
that Conference was of the utmost value and 
its resolutions are calculated to ensure the harmoni
ous development of production throughout the world 
and to adjust it to the requirements of the human 
raoe. But we consider that if any valuable result ie 
to come out of those resolutions you should look not 
only at Europe and at the American continent but 
also you should think of the Continent of Asia in 
another light than merely as a market, that you 
should oonsider our various centres of production in 
our many nations (each of whom desire to become a 
centre of production if it is not one already) and to 
oarry on equal trade with other nations, having 
freedom in its operations, freedom on its sess, and. 
subject to the respect of the conventions to which it 
has voluntarily adhered, freedom in the choice of the 
products which it receives. We also desire that 
account should be taken of the economic, geogra
phical, and hietorioal requirements w hioh are at the 
very basis of the existence of our people and of the 
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aspirations which are in our spirit and heart .... The 
nation which I represent is a peaceful one. but we are 
warned by a most unhappy past. We. therefore. most 
earnestly desire that nothing should in any way 
attenuate or enfeeble those articles of the Covenant 
which, if properly interprete~, v.:il1 enable us to 
establish the machinery by WhiCh. m case of aggres
sion, the efforts and activ:itie~ of ·all. the members. of 
the League of Nations wlll lIDmedlBtely come mto 
playas against the aggressor and in defence ,?f the 
State against which an attack has been made. 

DISARMAMENT LOOMS LARGE. 

The following speech from the first delegate of 
the Netherlands, M. Blokland, was!' surprise to t~e 
Assembly. So much of a surprise, it has ~een said, 
that Herr Stresemann who was due at B~rlm for an 
important Cabinet meeting has deemed It fit to put 
off his departure and await developments. Ever 
since speaker after speaker, the delegate from 
Finl~nd, from Estonia, from Latvia, from Sweden, 
from Denmark, from Japan, has struck the same 
note. If we in India and that part of the world are 
accustomed to think of Geneva as the centre of 
Health Conferences, of economic deliberations and 
so on to the Great Powers of Western Europe and 
the n~erous small Powers of Eastern and Central 
Europe its reality is brought home in quite. another 
way, Originated by the Treaty of Versailles for 
them it must be ultimately judged by the fulfilment 
of that Treaty. The fears, the dangers, the rumours 
and the narrow evasions which Europe has passed 
through this last year have caused a general atmos
phere of disquiet which has impressed public opinion 
tremendously. and as against these, it sees on the 
League's side, only the adroit way in which the 
Council has dodged through them. The question is 
what has been done to face them and dissipate 
them. When Germany, Hungary, Austria, and 
Bulgaria were disarmed the world was told 
that it was the earnest of general disarmament. 
But in faot it has so worked out that oonference 
after conference, proposal after proposal, bearing 
on disarmament collapsed at Geneva. From 
general disarmament to proportionate disarma
ment with due regard to security and thence to arbi
tration, it has been an inclined plane. Now Locarno 
has dropped the guise of arbitration and emerges as 
an alliance. Poland asks why she should not do the 
same and inaugurate another Locarno suitably to 
herself. That is one of Geneva's present perplexities. 
Finland and the Netherlands have proposed that the 
principles of the Geneva protocol should be reconsi
dered with a view to further development whioh 
leaves both France and Germany cold, for what 
Alsace was to France before 1914 Poland is to 
Germany now; and France has to be most careful of 
a Locarno round about Poland. As for the British 
th"ir attitude towards the proposal of the delegate of 
the Netherlands is hest brought out in the description 
of their reactions towards it as described by a Swiss 
journal: "There were diverse movements in the 
British Empire delegation." M. Felix Cielens, the 
first delegate of Latvia, said in his speech before the 
A· sembiy: "Unfortunately on the agenda of the third 
Committee (Disarmament) which was plaoed in 
our hands when we arrived in Geneva we found only 
one question, what measures should be taken in order 
to faoilitate the convening of the Counoil in the event 
of a politioal orisis? whioh means to say, war. Tllat 
shows how far we have travelled from the 1924 
p rotoool." The Assembly is determined to raise the 
question of disarmament, and if the only result of it 
should be another speotaoular oollapse suoh as those 
whioh preoeded this attempt-then, God help the 
League. 

OUR PARLIAMENTARY LETT~R, 
( FRail OUR OWN OORRESPOlCDENT. ) 

B1JlU, 21st Septomber. 

THE BLASPHEMY BILL. 

THE closing days of the Simla session saw a keen 
struggle over the Criminal Law Amendment Bill fol'
suppressing scurrilous writings. The eleoted member!!' 
were fighting a losing battle over the attempts at 
improvement of the Bill. All the amendments moved 
on Monday shared the same fate as on Friday last, 
except the one by Mr. Abdul Haye, which only added' 
to the drastic nature of the Bill. After a hard fight -
the Select Committee had made the offence bailable; 
and the Government n<'lturally welcomed Mr. Abdul 
Haye's amendment which sought to make the offence 
non-bailable. He was confident that Government 
would never be in the wrong in the prosecutionsc 

under ·this Act, and held that it would be an offence 
against the Criminal Prooedure .code to make it 
bailable. The elected members, of course, oould not
let such argument go unchallenged. Mr. Jayakar
led the attack and in a cogent speech showed how it
added to its unnecessarily drastio character. He held 
that in most cases the accused would be either an 
editor or a publisher of some statos and it was ahso-
lutely necessary that he should be out of the prison 
gate to consult a pleader if he were to defend 
himself. The amendment was however carried by 
a majority of 54 to 40 votes. Mr. Neogy then 
moved that the duration of the Bill be restricted 
to three years only. He argued that the very 
existence of the Bill would be looked upon 8S a 
mark of distrust in the communities and would" 
be trotted' out as an argument against the grant of 
further reforms, which was generally expected to be 
the result of the labours of the Statutory Commission. 
This amendment was however lost. At the final 
reading, Col. Crawford came out as an adviser and 
showed by oiting the reoent riots at Sholapur, Nagpur
and Ahmedabad, that inflammable material was· 
there, and wondered how the Bill could attack the 
evil and suggested. th~t oonfiscation of. the p~ess
itself would be an effeotIve remedy, as editors might 
be mefe dummies. Munshi Iswar Saran told the 
House that Col. Crawford stood for "what was prac
tically martial law and no damned nonsense."
He protested that Governmen~ were en~cting. a 
measure which might land men In unseen dIfficulties, 
now that the offence was made non·bailable. Sir-
Hari Singh Gour opposed it on the ground that the 
Government were not the • defender of faith' in 
India but only a defender of peaoe. The Bill 
howe~er was passed by the overwhelmi~g majox:ity 
of 61 against 26, the leaders of the parties havmg· 
pledged themselves to see it through. 

MISCELLANEOUS Bn.LS AND REsOLUTIONS. 
Within a very short, time after the passage of the 

Bill most of the official agenda was finished. The 
Bill~ included the Aden Civil and Criminal Justice 
Act A.mendment Bill, Inland Warehouses Bill, th~· 
Indian Divorce Bill and the Assam Labour ~ml
gration Bill. The ratification of the League of Nations 
oonventions about seamen was taken up for formal 
assent. Mr. Joshi complained that it should not have 
mot with such a 'dilatory treatment, as the con
dition of 1 ndian seamen was deplorable; but his 
complaint received no heed. Th~ oonsideratio.n of the 
resolution to appoint a Committee to go mto the 
question of cil!elUa films w!'s postpon~d to the next 
session at the Instsnce of !'lr Harl Singh Gour, who -
pointed out that an urgent matter like that should 
have a full House. Tuesday saw a debacl~ in the 
work non-official resolutions having been WIthdrawn 
one ~fter another, so that the whole busine~s was , 
finished within an hour. Mr. Ram Narayan Smgh's.:i 
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:resolution for giving help and encouragement to 
Khadi was allowed to be dropped as the mover him
... elf was unwilling to take it up in a poorly attended 
House. Mr. Neogy put forward the resolution about 
Telegraph workmen, that stood in the name of Mr. 

· J .. mnadas Meht... lIe requestedGovernmentthatsome 
sort of proportionate pension should be given to the 
Telegraph men, who have many times to give up work 
after 20 or 25 ye",s' service on being declared unfit 
by medics! inspectors. It was more necess"'Y in 
view of the higher mort!llity among them, due to 
the exacting nature of their work. On Sir B N. 
Mitra's assurance of sympathetic consideration, Mr. 
Neogy withdrew it. The other resolutions on Indi>
ni.atton of the Railway BO:ll'd, separate establishment 
-of the Andhra province, formstion of a Sugar Board 
to give encouragement to the industry and stoppage 
of export of sacred .objects were not moved at all. 
Maulvi Mohammad Yakub persisted in moving his 
rasolution for tbe appointment of a Committee to go 
into the privileges of the members of the Legisla-' 
ture, on the same lines as the One discussed in the 
~ouncil of State. Government neither accepted it 
nor opposed it and their neutrality and indifference 
in the matter deprived the resolution of all its impor
tsnce. The session was then adjourned .ine die. 

CRIrICISM OF N ONOFFICIALS. 

I cannot close this my last Parliamentary letter 
for the time being without s!lying s 'word as to how 
Indian interests were allowed to suffer through the 
negleot of non-officials. The last dsys of the session 

· showed that the elected mam bers had sll owed their 
rsnks to be slowly thinned, while the official block 
was solidly present in the House. The Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill was oertainly a matter not to 
be trifled with and was not meant by Government to' 
be a temporary measure. Attempts to weed out 
its objectionable features were foiled by the absence 
of the elected members as can be seen from 
the division lists, for there was at no time an 
.attendace of more than ninety; on two occasions 
·divisions were lost only by fifteen to twenty votes. 
If the elected members had not left the Bill to take 

· care of itself, many of its objeotionable features 
might have been removed. They owe it to them
selves to explain why they made their way home 
without compunction, when a drastic law restrain
ing freedom of speeoh was being enaoted. Another 
regrettable aspect was the atmosphere in which the 

· .question was being discussed. The Mshomedan 
members seemed to be much perturbed at the amend
ments moved by Mr. Amar N .. th Dutt and Mr. 
Abdul Matin Chowdhury went the length of calling 
it a • buffoonery 'on the part of Hindu members. 
If responsible persons like members of the Assembly 

· ~ .. nnot restrain themselves at the slghtest irritation 
what oan one say about the masses? 

WORK IN THE COUNCIL OF SUTE. 
In the Counoll of State Mr. P. C. D. Aohari's 

resolution to link India with Burma by railwaY'S 
was lost Seth Govind Das tried to amend the Blas
phemy Bill, but his was a voice in the wilderness. 
He wanted more time to be allotted to its disoussion, 
as it WBS an important Bill. but many of the Elders 
were in a hurry to go home and deolared that they 
had attended the debate in the Assembly and knew 
the subjeot well. Mr. Baig, in proposing the 
oonsideration of the Bill, failed to understand the 
opposition of some of the men connected with Press 
and opined thst it was merely 'instinct' and not 
reason that prompted them to do so. Five amend
ments were put in to reopen the decisions of the 
Assembly but they all failed; nobody could expect 
the Counoil to improve it when the Assembly had 
failed; if it did it would be a miracle. The other 

items on the agenda oonsisted in giving the 
consent of the Council to the other Bills sent up by 
the Assembly. With this ended the business of the . 
Council of State. 

REVIEW, 

MARSHALL, A B~CONLIGHT TO. 
INDIAN ECONOMISTS. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. By ALFRED MARSHALL
( Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London. ) 19~6. 9 )( 5l-i· 
pp. 428. lOs. 6d. 

By presenting to the public this invaluable collec
tion of written Memorand. and Oral Evidence, pre
pared by that eminent professor of Political Economy 

,in the University of Cambridge, for the government
al departments and official inquiries, the publishers 
have made available some important contributions to. 
the economic thought and principles BS propounded 
in the last century, to the great advantage of 
those of us who have had to tackle similar 
problems during the last two years and more. 
Not a mean portion of the present volume is 
devoted to the expression of his opinions by Alfred 
Marshall on Indian eoonomics in the last two deca
des of the nineteenth century, and to the Indian 
reader, of the six chapters comprising four hundred 
and odd pages, his evidence before the Currency 
Commission of 1899 will be specially instructive, BS 
affecting vits! interests of India, not only of thirty 
years ago, but at a time when we are struggling to 
solve those very crucial problems pertaining to our 
industrial and financial organisations without any 
apparent success. AI fred Marshall deals with those 
questions with such a vividity of expression and in 
such lucid language, as to make them enlightening 
even to the layman. His answers before the Royal 
Commission on the Depression of Trade and Industry 
of 1886 in England are no less interesting. On the 
subject of Currency and Prices, besides emphasising 
the Government's obligations in times of trade depres
sion, he has a unique proposal of his own, which, he 
claims, will have a steadying influenoe on home 
trade and is quite independent of the form of cur
rency. He suggests that, to minimise hardship to 
tr .. ders and manufacturers in times of depression, to 
lessen the burden to the debtors, Government should 
publish from time to time t..bles showing as closely 
as may be the changes in the purohasingpower of gold, 
and should facilitate contracts for payments to be 
made in terms of u nits of fixed purchasing power, 
and this task should be entrusted to a permanent 
Government department. 

It would be interesting to note that the gold bul
lion standard as recommended by the Hilton Young 
Committee is in faot based on a scheme of Alfred 
Marshall put forward before the Roy .. l Commission 
on the Depression of Trade and Industry of 1886 in 
England He himself admits that his soheme is de
rived from Ricardo's "Proposals for an Economical 
and'Secure Currency," with the difference that the 
latter suggests at once an adoption of paper ourrency, 
while Alfred Marshall is content to proceed more 
lll.Iutiously and proposes th!lt a bar of sil ver should be 
wedded to a bar of gold, the Government undertaking 
to be always ready to buy and sell a wedded' pair of 
bars for a fixed amount of ourrency. 

We have said above thst the author's evidence 
before the Currenoy Commission of 1899 provides in
t3resting reading, and we would draw the special 
attention of the reader to his views on complex pro
blems, such as seasonal stringency,1'8tes of exchange 
and discount, necessity of a Reserve Bank and foreign 
capital as found between pages 280 and 325. These 
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are the topics that are taxing our brains to-day and by 
the careful pemsal of the author's opinions, though we 
may not see eye to eye with him in all respects, we 
may be able to grasp the view-point of the theoretical 
expert and arrive at some conclusion. In his opinion 
England is a specially bad example for India to fol
low in matters of currency, and he believes that the 
currency authority should direct its operations on the 
lines of the English Bank Act of 1844 somewhat as 
in the Reichsbank Act. 

The author has made a valuable suggestion of 
training certain Civil Servants, before they come out 
to India, in Indian economics to make them efficient 
administrators of Indian finance. The necessity of a 
good grounding in economics in the case of Indian 
Civilians cannot be overlooked by our mlers and the 
suggestion, if carried out faithfully, would create a 
class of experts .. who had learnt to separate the ap
parent from the real in the action of economic for
ces," and in course of time obviate the need of look
ing to westerners for guidance in Indian financial 
and economic matters. 

We commend the volume to the earnest atten
tion of all students of Indian economics who would 
be, in our opinion, immensely benefitted by the 
author's remarks on Indian questions. 

S. Y. PONKSHE. 

S. I. S. RELIEF OPERATIONS. 
MR. DEVADHAR ON RFLIEF MEASURES IN SIND. 
ON his return to Bombay after an extensive tour 
through Sind with his colleague Mr. Deole, Mr. G. 
K. Devadhar was interviewed by a representative of 
the Times of India on the nature and extent of the 
damage caused to Sind by the recent disastrous 
floods and the amount and kind of relief needed by 
the inhabitants of that territory. He visited four 
talukas in the district of Hyderabad and the town 
of Mirpurkhas, while Mr. Deole visited two 
talukas in Thar Parkar district. After careful 
calculations he put down the total Loss to Sind
comprising loss to crops, cattle, houses, household 
property and grain stores-at Rs. 2~ crores, 1~ in 
Hyderahad and 1 in Thar Parkar. 

The need for gratuitous relief, in Mr. Devadhar's 
opinion, is great. A sum of Rs. 5 to 6 lakhs 
is his estimate of the extent of gratuitous relief 
necessary, if further indebtedness is to be prevented 
among the flood-stricken Sindis. The following are 
the measures of relief suggested by him :-Cost 
price or cheap grain shops; free grain distribution 
centres in specified areas; free housing relief by the 
grant of building material at the rate of Rs. 25 per 
family, for reconstructing mud houses with provi
sions for light and air; housing loans at the rate of 
Rs. 50 per family, without interest for five years, to 
put up a decent house and a mud compound wall: 
free grants for reconstructing model villages on 
elevated sites, which are easily available on Govern
ment waste land, at an approximate cost of Rs. 3,000 
per village; free distribution of quinine for 2~ 
months; travelling dispensaries in affected areas for 
3 months; better free clothing, to enable people to 
fight the approaohing cold, at the rate of Rs. 2-8-() 
per adult and eight annas per child; supply of cattle, 
free of cost, for agrioultural purposes, to small 
.iamedars and haris who have lost them; and beasts 
of burden, like donkeys, camels and horses, to small 
traders and peddlars who are a class by themselves 
in Sind. Mr. Devadhar expected Government to 

contribute Rs. 2,50,000 towards gratuitous relief ( on 
the same scale on which they are helping Guierat ),_ 
the Bombay Central Relief Fund Re. 2 lakhs and the 
people of Sind Rs. 1 lakh. . 
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PLEASE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
the name and the address to order Ayurvedic medi
cines or to take medical advice. 

Vidyanadi Kavirai Sri Bholanath Shastri Kavi
Chintamani Jotishlanka, Senior Raj Vaid, Jammu 
and Kashmir Government; Specialist for pthysis, 
chronic fevers, consumption, dyspepsia or acid dys
pepsia nervous ebility and other diseases peculiar t~ 
males' and females. Successfully treating the eyes 
and uric diseases. 

Each and every communication strictly con
fidential. 

Secretary. 

W ANTED-Candidates for Telegraph .and Station M~ster·s . 
Cia...... Full partioulars and Railway Fare Cert,fioat<> 
on 2 annas .tamp. Appl7 to-Il4PERIAL TELEGRAl'1f 
COLLEGE, DELHI. 
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