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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

WHEN the debate on the Indien estimates started in
fwdian the House of Commons Mr. Lansbury
Estimntes. offered profuse ocongratulations on

their being given two days, instead
of one as before, to digouns Indian affairs, If how-
ever the final upshot of the debate is nothing better
than the supercilious and singularly inept speech of
the Under-Secretary, who roamed over a wide ground
. Just to utter some platitudes with: an air of priggish-
ness all his own, there is hardly any resson to be
thankful for. We do not wish to underrate the value
of the exceedingly good cortribution of Mr. Lansbury
and other friends of Indis, but the wunreality of the
debate is not lessened in any way by resson of the
India Office expenditure. being borne on the British
estimates. It is profitless to go into the peints touched
by Lord Winterton, but we muay refer just to one
which is charactoristie of the entive effusion, vig. his
snxiety about the paucity of Indian Civil service
eandidates, What of course he was roferring to was
not the paucity of Indian candideies, but that of
non-Indian, for apparently Lord Winterton thinks
that to have Indians to- fII the superior posts
in the services would destroy their proud estate
approximating to Dominionhood, on which he enlarg-
ed with much unction in the beginning of his speech
and he is therefore mest- eager to persuade British
boys to enter the gervices in & spirit of disinteretsed
trusteeship which Britishers alone exhibit in their
rolations with backward races. “ The Government
of Indis and Lord Birkehead were carefully watching
the position and all necessary steps would be faken
to ensure the »eoruitment of sufficient British
offieers.” Their anxisty was profound about the civil
sarvioen but wag gtill profounder about the military
sorvices.

' Indisnieation muet be more curefully ' considered
| when the Government dealt with the Indisn Sandburst
' Commibtes’s report.” Thie gives us as clear a warning
a8 posgible that the none too ample recommendstions
i of the Committee will be turned down in important
| particulars and that when the Report is acted wpon
" the recommendations will be reduced to a meagreness
which will leave things Hitle better than before,

) » * . *
| Taw Muslim sitnation in the Pumjab which for «
The Maslim time thyeatened to develop danger-

Situstion Io the ously is now very much easier. It
Punjab. - necesgitated the issue by the District
agistrate of Lahore of orders under section. 144 Cr,
- P. prohibiting meetings in public places, This
was followed by some talk of eivil disobedience,
. which soon fizzled out. No doubt a few hot-hesds
did defy the orders in question; and were in due
| eourse semb to jail affer summary trinl by a nmegistrate
who luckily happened to be & Mahomedan, But the
idea of civil disobedienoe never commended itself to
thea more responsible and sober elements in the
Mahomedan community, who eounselled patience and
exersised & stoadying influence atthe cost of not a
 little of their popularity among their eo-religionists.
For this they deserve all praise. While Muslim
mesbings continued to pass resolutions demanding the
i nesignation not merely of Mx, Justic Dalip Singh, but
the substitution of the Chief Justice, Sir Shadilal,
" who, by the way, has been enjoying his well earned
leave in England all these days, by a Mahomedan,
another deputation wanted to wait upon the Governor,
| thig time to press for the release of the Muslim editor
and printer of the Musfim Outlook who were sentenced
to six months® imprisonment for contempt of ecourt. It
now transpires however that the writer of the offending
article wag non-Moslemn. But Sir Maloolm Hailey,
though an undoubted friend of the Muslim ocom-
munity, is not given to fondle it unduly and expressed
ki inability to receive it, especially for the purpose
for which they wanted to see him. In doing so, he
gave them & bit of their mind by warning them that
these unfair attacks on the High Court and its indivi-
duszl judges wers mlienating a good deal of wvery
valuable sympathy for the Mahomedan comumunity.
Those who think that he showed a pro-Moslem: bias in
referring, in his reply to the Mahomedan deputation,
$o Mr, Justice Dalip Singh’s judgment in the manner
he did, ought to have much o applaud in his eonduct
on the present cocamsion. Some idem of the kind of
oratory indulged in at some of the Moslern mestings
in Lahore may be formed by the advice ome speaker
is reparted to have given to fellow-Moslems to “carry
a lathi, to keep a knife in his pocket and to eat beef
to gain muscular strength” and to boyeott Hindu
ghops, The Mohurrum has passed off on the whole much
more -peacefuly than many had expected. Atsome’
laces impossible demands like the stopping of all-
indu Marriage provessions during Mohurrum were of

“The apprehensgions regarding the effect of |

course made, but better counsels prevailed inthe end.
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IF the Justice Party’s Coimbatore resolutions are in-

. tonded to show up the Madrag
Cotmbatore  Swarajists, it must be admitted that

caolutions. they areplaying their cards well.They
have decided enter to the Congress because in their
absence the Congress organization in Madras would
be sheerly communalistic—Brahman-ridden! They
have similarly decided to refuse office in order to
strengthen the wobblers among the Swarajists |1 It
is of course only too frue that the Congressmen are
both communal in outlook and very shaky in the
Swarajist policy. But there wag no need for non-
Brahmans to give over their own principles in order
40 make the Swarajists conform to theirs. The reso-
lutions of the Justicists have at least healed the dif-
forences betwean Madras Swarajists and the true-blue
Swarejists of other provinces like Mr. Horniman, for
the declarations of men like Mr. A. Ramaswami
Mudaliar have forced upon Mr. Satyamurti and others
the stiffer policy which they were unwilling to pur-
sue, This will of course sccentuste the existing
tension between fthe Responsivists and the Swara-
jists and postpone indefinitely the realisation of the
lingering hope that the Sabarmati pact will be
brought back to life, It is not yet clear however
that the non-Brahmsan party as s whole will accept
the Coimbatore decisions and agree to join the
Congress or refuse Ministerships if offered. 8ir K,
V. Reddy, & prominent member of the party, isfrank-

1y unable to take the somersault which he is invit- -

ed to take merely with the objoct of downing the

local Swarajists. The latter profess much rejoicing

at the turn events have taken but for our part we are

not sure that the joy now expressed is wholly sincers,
* * *

IN accordance with the recommendation of the Joint
‘ Select Parliamentary Committee, the

The C. P Settle= C, P, Government have framed a bill
ments Bill,  gmbodying the principles of their
Iapq revenue administration. Under this Bill, the
minimum term of a settlement has been 1aid down as
20 years and the maximum 30 years, the Govern-
ment being empowered in exceptional circumstances
to extend it to not more than five years beyond the
maximum. While fixing the assessment, the Bill
requires the Settlement Officer to take into account
thq d.emand for 1and, the profits that it yields and the
exmtmg level of rents in the locality, but, es in Bom-
bay, will not allow his decision tc be influenced by
by any improvements in the holding that may have
been effected by the tenant. It is a matter for regret
thet the Bill does not define “ assets™ and “ the
fraction of assets to be taken,” which no piece of
legislation designed to define principles of land
Tevenue ad_minisbration should fail to do. The only
provigion in the Bill on this point is where the maxi-
mum of enhsnceplent has been prescribed. This will
‘be 100 per cent. in the case of an individual holding,
66 per cent. in the oase of a mahal and 33 per cent.
in the case of a group of villages. Public opinion has
alwa.y_regm'ded_tha Government demand on land as
erxcessive leading to the impoverishment of the
agnqult’un_st and when the Bill comes up for
consideration by the Legisiative Council,
attempts are pure to be made to have it
amended in the desired direction. By the way, why
has the Berar Land Revenue Bill been held up by
the Government of Indis so long? It seems ages
since it was submitted to them and it is & matter for
wonder that they should take so long to sanction it.

&+ -« +*

PATIALA deserves praise for its new Compulsory

Compulsory Primary Education Aot, which hag,
Education in to begin with, been made applicable
Patialia, toc Patiala town from the 1st of this

month and whose operation will be gradually ex-

tended. It is however a great pity that the benefits

of compulsion underthe Act will be confined only to
boys. Under it the attandanca of boys between 6 and
11 in school is made compulsory, exemptions being
made in the case of those receiving instruction
otherwise or unfit to do so owing %o some bodily
defect or infirmity. It has also been provided under
this Act that if a school cannot do without feeg, the
local authority within whose limits that school is
situated will “pay from its own funds the whole or
any fees up to the maximum scale of fees payabie
for primary education in respect of any boy or boys
sttending such school”, The employment of
boys of school-going age has been made
punishable with a fine upto Rs. 25 and for non-
compliance after warning with the provisions of
Act tho maximum penalty laid down is Rs. 5. Pri-
mary snd College education is, we are told, already
absolutely free throughout the Stata. Though second-
ary education is not imparted gratis, the scale of
fees is about one-third of that charged in Indis. It
is to be hoped that the State will abolish fees even
in regard to secondary eduecsation at an early date.
* * L]

THE Christian missionaries who have -settled in far-
Un-Christian  Of countries inhabitad by backward

Missionaries.  races should naturally be expected to
' protect the rights of the aboriginals
against the encroachment of ‘their own white

kinsmen; but, at any rate in E. Africa, they have
ignominiously failed in doing their duiy. Except
for solitary instances like the Iate Bishop of
Zanzibar, the missionaries as & general rule opsnly
side with the European planters who are making
havoc with the lives of the natives. Mr. Andrews
has often drawn attention to this sad fact, but now we
have the testimony of the Very Rev. Archdeacon Owen
who, in the course of his speech in Manchester in eon-
nrexion with the C. M. 8, anniverssry meeting, said:—
“The missionary in most cases, though not in all,
will go farther than others in according rights,
but, speaking broadly, the conviction of the
African’s inferiority, which all missionaries
have with regard to the development of the
African, involves them in methods of desling
with the African which they would never dream
of applying to even the most submerged and
ignorant men of their own race. Briefly to run
over some main points, many missionaries
assault Africans, and on occasions have been
dealt with in the courts. It is called discipline
when a missionsry does it and assault when
done by a psttler. When an official does it it
escapes comment. ,
Missionaries want land and get it; oft-times
in the past freehold, now others get leasshold.
Missionaries in Kenya did nof protest when the
1915 Crown Lands Ordinance was passed. They
have protested much sincs 1919. There is &
simple test. .Are missions willing to let their
freeholds be converted into leaseholds? Some

" are, some are nof.

A few missionaries have used forced labour
of one kind and another in Kenys, and have
advooated it. I have used it myself for years
though not in Kenya, and complained when I
could not get enough. Again there is a test. Are
the wages paid by missionariee more equitable
than those paid by Government or settlers? If
there is exploitation here, then missionaries are
equally involved. Generally speaking, a mis-
sionary pays less for Iabour than others (though
not always), especially inthe case of domestic
labour. The moral is that missionaries must be
on their guard lest they unwittingly .sanction
themselves what they condemn in others.”
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THE VIRAMGAM CUSTOMS LINE.

MANY will recollect the hardships to which
people wishing to cross the Viramgum customs cor-
don were subjected till about ten years ago. This
arrangement was substituted in 1917 by a fresh en-
gogement entered into by Government with some
maritime States in Kathiawar, Under it these States
were allowed to handle goods at their ports on con-
dition that they were charged atthe British Indis
Tariff rates, the Government reserving to themselves
the right to reconsider the arrangement "if, at any
time in the future, by the creation of a port capable
of accommodating large vessels or otherwise the
fiscal interests involved became very important.” The
concession of free transhipment at Bombay and
Karachi was algo recently allowed,

‘Whether as a result of these concessions or other-
wise, & god deal of frade was athracted to some of
these ports, especially to Bedi Bunder in Jamnagar—
so much go that it set businessmen in British India

-furiously thinking about it. The increase of goods
landed at these ports, especially those that were sub-
joct to high customs duties, was so phenomenal as to
give rise fo doubts as to its being normal and being
brought about by straightforward and fair means.
Thus, we find that the value of silk imported through
-Porbander in 192425 amounted to Rs. 2700, while
in the next year it mounted up to Rs. 65,695; in other
words sn increase of 2433 per cent. Similarly, the value
of sugar landed at the Nawanagar port, which was
Rs.1,56,757 in 1921-22, rose to Rs.49,29,741 in 1925-26,
-or anincrease in value in four years of more than 3144
per oent. | In his reply to the businessmen’s deputation,
Sir Baesil Blackett instanced another Kathiawar port,
which imported less than 3,000 tons of sugar in 1923-
24 but took over 90,000 tons in the first eleven months
of 1926-27 | With every intention to take the most
charitable view of the situation, it cannot be said that
everything about the development of these ports as
represented by the increasing volume of imports thereat
was aboveboard—a fear ghared even by such an
impartial body as the Taxation Inquiry Committee,
Another factor, which lends colour to the suspicion,
ought not to be lost sight of. And it is this thatthough
. equally high oustoms duties as at British India ports
are charged at these ports and though the railway
freight for sugar from  some of these ports
40 Delhi is substantially higher than that from
Bombay to the same destination, Xathiawar
merchants are able to undersell their rivals in British
India in that market. This no doubt sounds a para-
dox, but, according to the Berigal Chamber of Com-
_meroe, is none the less, “an ascertained fact.” No
wonder business men in British India got considera-
bly perturbed in. consequence, and sought Govern-
ment intervention. It need hardly be stated that we
are referring to the influential deputation representing
large commercial interests that waited upon Sir Basil
Blackstt, Finance Member with the Government of
Indis, early in June, In their statement they men-
. tioned “the steadily growing danger of deflection of
. trade from British Indian portsto Indian State ports,”

vaguely hinted aft “some unknown attraction for
imports at Bedi Bunder, or breach of some important
condition on which the port is allowed to work by the
British Government ;” and did not leave the Finance
Member long in doubt as to what they meant by a
direct reference to the “rafund of import duty in some
form or other at Bedi Bunder” that was believed to
have contributed to all this phenomensal growth. It
algo transpires that goods landed at these ports enjoy
other concessions as well like, e. g., free warehousing,
free insurance, eto. financed, it is said, out of the
customs receipt, Al this, if true, means that the
condition referred to above about charging identical
duties at these ports is observed more in the letter than
in the spirit. Though the deputsation merely contented
themselves by a request to Government to inquire
into the allegstions commonly believed to be well
founded, and did not suggest any definite course of
action, the reimposition of the Viramgam customs line
was by no means foreign to their thoughts, Sir* Basil
Blackett was so far convinced by the case made ouf
by the deputation for a revision of the agreement with

the Kathiawar States as to assure them that “there is

no dissgreement between you, gentlemen, and the
Government of India that present conditions are
intolerable to all concerned and must be mended. The
time has clearly arrived when the whole position in
relation to customs duties on goods entering British
India through Kathiswar ports must be reconsiderad.
Things cannot go on as they are.” It will be seen
from this that both the Government of India and the
deputationists were agreed, of course for different
reasons, upon the point of the customs position being
examined afresh, the former desiring it in their
revenue interests and the latter in thosa of their own

“frade,

This was followed by the Conference between
the representatives of the Government of India and
those of the maritime States in Kathiawar held abt
Mount Abu towards the close of last month. It is
indeed a great pity that the Government have not
geen fit to take the public more fully into their
confidence with regard to its proceedings, The only
official ststement on the subject is a brief press
communique which merely tolls the public that the
conference came to s sudden end without finding any
solution of the problem which it had been summoned to
consider, It also annhounced their decision to reimpose
the land customs line forthwith, “as an agreement on
the lines mnecessary to securs the fiscal interssts of
British Indis has not been reached.” If the procesd-
ings of the Conference had bsen published, the
public - would have been in & position to apportion
responsibility for the break-down -of the Conference ;

and would also have been able to judge for itself of

the strength of opposition to the termas offered by the
Government., As it is, we must rely for enlight-
enment on the subject upon such information ss is
available from unofficial sources like the Anglo-Indian
DYess,

At the Conference attention seems to have been
mainly concentrated upon finding & solution of the
problem, no pains being taken to ascertain the truth
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or otherwise of the sliegations about unfair meens
being used to atiract trade to the Kathiawar ports in
question, As an alternstiveto the reinstatement of the
Viramgam customs line, the Government suggested an
arrangement which seemed tobe an eminently reason-
able way out of the difficulty. Under it the collection
of customs duties at ports that remain open to foreign
traffic, whether direct or by transhipmert, would
have been made by officers appointed by the Gov-
erpment, of Indis at rates in force in British Indian
ports, the remaining ports being closed to traffic. In
return for giving up their right to customs collection,
the States would have received “a guaramteed annual
payment for a term of years, al the end of which the
arxangement will be revised, st afigure equivalent
fo (1) the hightest amount collected by each State in
any year up to and including 1925-26, and (2) an
allowance, where necessery, in consideration of the
actusl expenditure incurred from 1917 up to date
on the development of their ports and railways
serving the ports.” Over and above this sum, the
Government had offered to pay “10 p. ¢, on the totsl
«of the highest collection in one single year and the
expenditure incurred on the development of the ports
and the railways.” The anly other alternative which
hss been put forwazd in certain quarters is the esta-
‘blishment of & customs zollverein. But in the
present circumstances it is not s matter of pracki-

which must have carefully gone into itz pros and '

cons has dismissed it as a counsel of perfection,

Viramgam customs line shows that the Government’s -

offer failed to commend itself fo the States rapresent- '
Nor can it be gaid that they .

od at the Conference,
have acted wisely in turning down so very favourable
torms. In strict fairness, nathing move than a sum
equivalent to the highest customs collection in &
single year since 1917 on goods ponsumed by ihe
.gtates need have been offered.; but to make their offer

more aoceptable, the Government made it still more

liberal with conseguences quite the reverse of those
desired. But the matter will not be allowed to rest
here and we shall perhaps hear more of it in due
LOUTER.

An attempt has been made in some gquarters fo
secure popular support of the Btates by representing
the revision of the 1917 engagement a8 an attack upon
the sanctity of treaties. We do not-think it isanything
of the kind. That engagement itself contained germs
of further revision in the form,e. g., of the proviso al-
ready referred to, by which the Government reserved
to itself the right of reopening it. To say in face of
that expliocit provision that the sanctity of the treaty
between Government and the States was sought to be

- violated is to distort facts. DBut the distortion is 400
palpable to deceive anybody and may be safely pass-
"o over, It is to be hoped that the new arrangement,
safeguarding as it does passengers from harassing
customs inspection, which was the hane of the old
' one, will work to the satisfaction of all soncerned.

D.V. A

THE RIGHT T0 STRIKE. -
THE Trade Wniens Bill, which has vonvulsed
England Tike few other contemporary messures, is
avowedly intended to outlaw the General Strike such
ns the one that happened last year, but the section
declaring these and such-fike sirikes illegal is se
toosely werded and is oapable of s0 wide a oonstrue-
tion that it puts in peril all sympathetic strikes and
even other normal aetivitios of trade umions. The
Greneorgl Strike, ® may be soneeded, fhe State has »
right $o prohibit, but fhe question is whetherthere is
anyurgent need fora legal-enactment forthe purpose.
Orily once &id such-a wirike take place in Fngland,
and when it did take place all the reputable and in-
Bwential Labour lenders warmly repudistod it, se that
it may fsirly be asserted that there is no prospect, se
far as one canses, of a repatition of a General Strike
im Enghand. Hithen there is mo immediate necoe-
sity for a lsw pronibiting the General Strike, why
ferae it on the eountry ? Nor is it mt ail an easy
task 40 defina a Cloneral Strike in such a way that
the valuabie ¥ight of labourers o strike work will
ua be infringed in any way. It seems quite simple
$o digtingurish & Gaeneral Btrike from sn oxdinary in-
dugtrial strike by eaying that while in am industrial
strike waorkers hring pressare 40 bear an their employ-
a8 by » concerted mefusal to -work or take em-

<al politics and even the Taxation Inquiry Committee | mlo » in.8 General Bxike dhey & prosalio 1o

bear nat on the employens but. ok the State by compel-
Ling the sutharities $o inkervene on thair side in am

| indnetrial dispuke in which they mze engaged. The
The meinstaternent; of the pld srmangement .af the |

General Strike is thus =n attack onthe Siate; & is an
athempt to gosrce the Gevernmend &n order that ¢he
Government may in its tuzn reqnive the employers
#0 maet the demands of warkerg, In & General Strike -
the commmnity #s hit in the firh instance, and
the employere only im the mepond instance, while
in normsal industrial -sirikes undertaken for the pur-
posn of impreving labour conditions the gemeral
community is net affected at ali, bnt only the em-
ployers in fhat particular industry ar when labourars
in ather industries strike in sympathy, the employers
in those industries’ also. Thongh this is the main
distinction between san ordinary industrial sirike and
the ganeral noercive strike, it is most difficult to put
it in words, amd the form of words used in the Bill
is go extraordinarily vague that thereis s ressonable
foar in the minds of persons wnconnecied with labeur
that it makes many more things illegal than the
Greneral Strika, '

Ag originally drafted, the Bill was a by-word of
amibiguity, but later eertain improvements were made
which have mads the measure a little less dangerous
than before. In the unsmended form the Bill mada it
an offence merely to strike, if the strike was deelared
latar to be fllegal. How that would have mads all
stoppages impossible i5 not hard to understand. A man
takes part in what he holds to be & normal industrial
strike ; thut strike is parhaps foltowed by - other sym-
pathetio strikes ; and thusa who partisipate inthe
{atter perhaps make a foolish declaration thst ﬂm
gtrike s aimed not st the employers but at Govarn—"
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ment. In such & cass not only those who make
the declaration but those who take part in the
primary strike with no other object than that of
improving the terms of their employment would have
become ecriminals liable to two years' rigorous im-
prisonment. That is to eay, the cessation of iabour
'on the part of a worker, though such cessation may be
perfectly legifimate and innocent when it happens,
would have become illegal through the activity
of another fellow-strilter, over whom he has no con.
irol and of whose very existence he may be ignorant.
Such a contingency is now obviated by a proviso
-which has since been introduced to the effect that *“no
person shall be deemed to have committed an offence
under this Section (i. e, Section 1) or at Common
Law by reason only of his having ceased work or
refused to continue to work or to accept employment.”
It still remains an offence under this Section for a
person “to declare, instigate, incite others to take part
in, or otherwise act in furtherance of a strike or lock-
out declsred by this Act o be illegal.” Now, “acting in
furtherance” of an illegal strike are words susceptible
of guch extensive application that it is positively
dangerous to insert them in a statute. Is it illegal, e.g.,
tosupport the family of a person who goes on an illegal
strike ? The Attorney-General, Sir Douglas Hogg, says
it isnot. “Merely supporting the wives and families
of strikers is not (illegal); in my judgment, supporting
a strike in." 1Is collecting funde in support illegal ?
“If by funds are meant funds which are merely
meant to support people in disiress, no, but anybody
who makes a collection and collects funds in order to
carry on a strike ig affected.” The distinction is so
nice that the assurance here given does not count
for much in practice. Suppose one gives money to
support the wife of & striker and the wife passes on
part of it fo the strike fund, Wili the giver mske
himgelf liable fo & prosecution ? Any one who thus
furthers the illegal strike is liable to have his funds
sequestrated or held over by an injunction; and the
trade union is liable to be sued to the full extent of
its assets,

Hardship on the community apart from seditious
intent being now made the test of illegality and such
hardship in s greater or less degree being the essenoce
of every strike, every strike is really apt to be held
an illegal one, but the sympathetio strike is more
liable to be so held than cthers because its object can
more easily be represented to be coercion of the State
than that of primary strikes. The secondary strikes
-are thus put by the Bill in & position of the utmost
unocertainfy. Indeed if the sympathetic strikes
ooour in essential industries, they are definitely ille-
Bal, as was declared in terms by Sir D, Hogg. Mr,
Roy Wilson took the case of miners striking in
respect of some trade dispute of their own, and asked
whether, supposing other trades which related to es-
sential servioes struck in sympathy, that would be a
prohibited strike, In replying to this question the
Attorney General said : “If that strike took place in
an essential service, and if it were on such a scale
that i¢ would inflict hardship on the community
do an extent sufficient fo coerce the Government, that

of course, would be prohibited. On the other hand
my hon. Friend ( Mr. Roy Wilson ), sgain I think
quite accurately, put the case of gome workmen
in non-essential services who came out in support of
such a strike of miners, The answer would be, of
course, that that is: not prohibited, because it would
not be an essential service.” That geems curicus
reasoning in view of the fact that if the strike took
place originally in an essential service it would not
be held illegal (so the Attorney-General declared)
although it would inflict great hardship, on the gro-
und that though it would have fhe effect of coercing
thé GQGovernment, it wass not designed to
have that effact, being inaugurated as a mere trade
digpute. If so, the sympathetic strike too, aven if in
an essential service, may bo started with the object
of bringing pressure upon employers rather than on
Government, and should for the same reason be held
legal. But sympathetic strikes even in non-essential
servicesars liable to be treated as illegal if they cause
hardship on the community, which is held in the
Bill as indirect coercion of Government. And what
strike, if at all on a large scale and successful, does
not cause hardship? As Sir H. Slesser said : “Every
strike, every lock-out, every cessation of labour, of
necessity, causes hardship to the community, and
therefore to talk of s strike which causes hardship to
the community is no more than to include within
that definition practically every strike and every
lock-out which could be conceived.” The wording
adopted in the Bill becomes all the more open to
guspicion because & more scceptable formula propo-
sod by Sir John Bimon was rejected by Government.
The result will be that uncertainty will surround all
sympathetic strikes and not a few primary ones, and
this will paralyse the labour movement. For, as Prof,
Laski has said, “The withdrawal of the (trade
uniong' ) immunity for tort will mean that in sny
strike declared illegsal, anyone affected by the dispute
will bo sble to sue them; and we shall have a
perpetual raiding of trade union funds by employers
bent on their destrustion. The malicious intent of
this section passes all grounds of decency.”
A LABOUR ADVOQCATE,

A TRIAL IN IMPROVING A VILLAGE.

THE knowledge of village conditions obtained in
carrying out Dr. Mann's village surveys created in
the minds of some of the workers (Prof. N. V. Xanit-
kar, myself and one or two others) a desire to try and
see how the present village conditions could be im-
proved. The work was started in 1915 in Katraj-—
& village about 5 miles from Poona. We visited
the village every Sunday for three years and carried
on the various activities mentioned below. When
the activites were handed over to the care of the wvil-
Iage people, they slowed down and ultimately stop-
ped. The following account will show the success
achieved by the scheme and also its failure when left
to the care of the village people.

Implements—When we started our work we
found that although Katraj is only five miles from
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Poona the cultivators there did not use any iron
plough, We, therefore, decided to begin our work with
the introduction of this plough. We bought one plough
at our own expense and taught the people the use of
the plough and showed how it was better than their
wooden implement. When they were convinced as to
its superiority, we bought two more ploughs and put-
them all in charge of a cultivator whom we appoint-
ed with the consent of the people as secretary to look
after the ploughs. It was settled that the ploughs
were to be rented for 4 annas per day and the money
collected should form a village fund for further work,
By this method we were able to save, after paying
for repairs, &c. over Rs. 100 which we depogited in
the co-operative society started by us for the
village. 'When, however, we relaxed our control
the concern was left to the care of the villagers.
Those that took the plough on hire did not make their
payments and allowed the ploughs to remain on their
fields without returning them, also many-times broke
and lost several parts. The same thing happened
with smaller implements which we tried to introduce,
The experience, however, shows how an improvement
can be introduced and how even a village fund can
be built up if things are carried on under proper con-
trol.

Supply of Pure 8Seed—As is usual in many
places, the cultivators at Katraj never thought of the
soed till the rains actually came, Then they ran to
the city to purchase whatever seed was available in
the market. We brought to their notice the import-
ance of selected seeds and provided some of the culti-
vators with good seed obtained through the help of
the Agricultural Department. The people liked this
seed, Next year, therefore, we showed them the ad-
visability of purchasing good ‘seed co-operatively,
Accordingly they formed a group of men ready to buy
such seed, elected their representatives to buy Bajri
seed and we advanced them Re 100 to give
effect to the scheme. The representatives bought the
seed, but we found when we visited the place next
that those that had promised to buy seed refused to
do so because they said their representatives kept the
best seed for themselves and gave poorer stuff to
others. We had, therefore, to buy the seed ourselves
for home ¢onsumption.

Pests and Diseases.—Whenever there was any
irouble to crops from pests and diseases we gave
them the necessary help but even here we found that
if any work was left to the cultivators they did not
oare to carry it out to save their crop. Mere collec-
tion of insects in bags or sprinkling of medicine sup-
plied to them was neglected,

Co-operative Credit Society. —We did not want
to start & credit society until the real desire for it was
created in the minds of the people, although we al-
ways preached the advantages of having a co-operative
credit society. .After some time a persistent demand
came and we started a Society for Katraj and its
‘Wadis. The village people put together Rs, 250 and
we advanced about Rs. 1200 from our friends in
Poona. All the officers were elected by the people
from amongst themselves and we acted as mere ad-

vigers. 'The meectings were held when we were there .
and we helped in keeping accounts and records. For
one year the Society went on smoothly with regard
to accounts and return of loans although we learnt
later on that all the sanctioned loans were not spent
for the purpose for which they were given. When
wae left the working to the villagers themselves irre-
gularitiee began to occur. The year 1918 was a
famine year and the Co-operative Department allow-
ed the repayment of loans to be slackened. Once the
slackening came, people thought that they could put
off payment by some excuse or other and things went
on from bad to worse. To-day the Society is practi-
cally dead.

Secondary Occupution and Famine Work—When
we - started work at Katraj we had an idea of provid-
ing secondary occupations to the people. The silt in
the Katraj tank is excellent for brick-making and we
thought that this would be an excellent secondary
occupation, especially because a good market
for bricke existed in Poona. We had no time
to take this up, as we did not want to introduce too
many things at a time. But in the famine year of
1918 there was no work for the people and we
started brick-making fo give full remuneration to
workers even in that year and also to show how they’
could start a concern which will occupy their spare .
time and bring money into their pockets. We secur-1
ed silt at a nominal cost from the Poona City Muni-
cipality from the Katraj tank and weadvanced a sum
of Rs. 1000 from the Famine Relief Committee.
About 50 persons were employed. The whole work
was entrusted o responsible and leading people of:
the village as it was not possible for us to be there!
in person except on Sundays. All went on smoothly:
but when the rains came &nd people were not so’
much in want of money every thing slackened and
we had ourselves to sell the bricks in Poons City fo
recover the loan of the Famine Committe.

During the famine year we managed to keep
several of the village cattle in Government camps to
save them. We also supplied free clothing and’
cheap grain to the helpless and needy.

FEducational Activities —There was a day school’
at Katraj when we started work, We therefore per-
suaded people to send more boys and girls to school,
and started s night school for grown-up men with the
help of the Education Department. We ourselves
many times gave lectures on agricultural matters
with the help of lantern slides and provided a sef
of useful books to form a nucleus of a small library
and supplied some newspapers and magazines,

Medical Help.—During our visits we found
the village people suffering from malaria, asthma,
skin disesses, etc. We, therefore, kept & stock of
medicines for the use of the whole village with one
old man who was a sort of & village doctor. This
worked well for some time, but even here either the
old man did not give medicine in time or people did
not oare to go to him, On certain occasions we went
the houses of the people and gave medicines The
medioines thus distributed were not necessarily usede



JULY 14, 1927.]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

an

Sanitation.— Only one or two instances would be
-enough to show the kind of work done under this
“heading. Prickly pear from Government and public
grounds was removed with the help of Revenue
- officers. But the people showed great reluctance in
removing prickly pear or dirt from the places owned
" by themsgelves,
Generally the rooms of village dwellings are
" badly ventilated. So in one case we put up & window
- at our own expense fo & room to admit light but when
we went to the place after some days we found the
window closed by paper and oloth, We were told

" that the window was closed to prevent serpents
getfing in

The story is not very encouraging; but it gives
- & olear idea of the men and conditione we have to
-'deal with. The men were all along on good terms

with us and even now they ars quita friendly to us;
" but to move them is difficult. Unless some body

who would work and at the same time would be

respected by the people exacts work till the people

wequire good habits very little can be achieved. This

is an uphill work and will always be slow. It must,
~ however, be done and the sooner it is begun, the bettor

it would be for all concerned.

D. L. SAHASRABUDHE,

OUR B0UTH AFRICAN LETTER.

( FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT ).

PIETERMARITZBURG, 18th June.

“"THE happiest piece of mews, since the publicstion
of the conclusions of the Round Table Conference, is
“‘the appointment of the Right Hon'ble V. 8. Srinivasa
‘Sastri, P. C,, as the first Agent of India to the Union
‘Government. 'Without exception the Press in the
- gountry welcomed the appointment, and never has the
‘Indian community, since the departure of Mahstmaji
from the shores of South Africa, been more fortunate
in securing the services of one of the illustrious sons
of India. With Mr, Sastri, it is understood, are
“‘travelling Mr. Ricketts, who is an old friend of tha
Tndians, and Mr. P. Kodanda Rao a member of the
" “Servants of India Society., It is believed that Mr.
Ricketts will act as secretary to Mr, Sastri, and no
fitter person could be appointed in view of the capa-
“‘bilities and attainments of Mr. Ricketts, and his per-
- sonal knowledge of the conditions in South Africa.

It is reported that Mr. Sastri will on reaching
Delagoa Bay entrain to Cape Town, where, unless the
Union Parliament is prorogued by then, he will meet

.the Ministers. For the time being, it is not improb-
able that Mr. Sastri will make Cape Town his head-
~quarters,. and Mr. C. F, Andrews has remained back
in Cape Town to conclude all arrangements for pro-
viding housing accommodation, consistent with the
+diginity attached to Mr. Sastri's office,

A warm welcome awaits Mr. Sastri on his arrival
in Cape Town and the Congress officialg will not fail
“to make the best use of the opportunity of meeting
‘him, and discussing matters of importancs to the
- community.,
After Mr. Sastri has settled down, it is expected
“that he will make an extensive tour throughout the
Union to study on the spot the aspeats of the different
yroblems as effecting Indians. He will no doubt
meet at the same time prominent official and non-
-official Europeans, and make their acquaintence.

. It is not definitely known whether the adjourned
~+debats on the two bills, namely to amend the laws

relating to immigration and Asiaties and fo amend
the law relating to Asiatice in the Northern Districts
of Natal as defined in Natal Law No. 1 of 1903, will
be further adjourned untill the arrival of Mr. Sastri,
g0 a8 to give him an opportunity of studying the pro-
visions thersof. It is thought that this is likely to
happen in view of the expected arrival of Mr. Sastri,
An indication has been given that the Union Parlia-
ment will be prorogued about the 23rd of June, but
in view of several bills that have to be passed before
the session is over, the life of the present Parliament
will be further lengthened, In any event there seems
to be a desire on the part of the Ministers to place
the two Indian bills on the Statute Book before
Parliament rises,

It may be stated that in anticipation of the clos-
ing of the session, the Congress has expressed a desire
of requesting Mr. Sastri to continue his journey to
and land in Durban, as it is thought that no im-
medists purpose would be served by Mr. Sastri going
to Cape Town. It is unlikely that Mr. Sastri will,
however desirable it may be, accede to this request,
ag it may be construed as a breach of official etiquette
to disappoint the official welcome that is sure to
await him, Mr. Sasfri will in the first instance have
to make the acquaintance of the head of the Interior
Department, which deals with the Asiatic question.

It is inferesting to note that after the appoint-
ment of Mr. Sastri, Dr. Malan has created a new
office, that of Commissioner of Asiatic Affairs, and
Mr. Venn, who has been the undersecretary in the
Department, has been promoted to this position. My,
Sastri will be in closest touch with this Department.

REVIEWS,

MANU'S LAND AND TRADE LAWS,

MANU'S LAND AND TRADE LAWS. By R, S.
VAIDYANATHA AYYAR, (Higginbothams, Mad-
ras.) 1927, 714 %434, pp. xxi, 164, 7.

THE book under review is an attempt to trace the

history and development of the land and frade laws

of the Aryans thronghout the ages, and in particular
to prove the antiquity and Sumerian origin of the
code of Manu, the law-giver of the Aryans, The
distinguished writer of the foreword—I mean Sir
T. Vijiaraghavacharisr—has introduced the suthor
as one who has been engaged in the study and
administration of modern land revenue and settle-
ment in the Madrag Presidenocy. Although the
book bears testimony to the author’s knowledge of
land laws snd oodes, his firgt attempt in the field of
antiquarian reagearch cannot be said to be happy.
He has based his conclusions almost entirely on the
results of the investigations of Dr. Waddell, which
have unanimously received gcant notice in learned
oircles, Until the learned Doctor's ¢laims to the dis-
covery of the key o the old Indian writings found
in the Indus wvalley are recognized by scholars, it
would be rash fo accept hig historieal, philologieal
and anthropologioal researches. It should not be for-
gotten that the progress of archmological research in
India is yeb in its infancy and the materials discover-
ed by the Archeoclogical Department have nof yet
been seientifically published. Any system of chro-
nology for ancient India based on the conjectures of -
any individual investigator at the present state of
our knowledge is bound to be defective, Mr. Vaidya-~
natha Ayyar's conclusion regarding the dates of the

Aryan invasion, compilation of the code of Manu

and exploits of the Mahabharats and Ramayana are

unsupported by any arguments, apart from Dr

Waddell's dogmatic conclusions. The similarities
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which he notes between Hammurabi’s, Manu’s and
other codes are more or less superficial and prove
little beyond the fact that many ancient societies
were alike in structure. Wa wish the suthor to pur-
sue his studies deeper in the field of ancient laws and
codes, but with more diserimination as to his autho-
rities, particularly in the unfamilisr field of Oriental

scholarship.
ORIENTALIST.

RAM MOHAN ROY.
RAJAARSHI RAM MOHAN ROY. By MANILAL
C. PAREEH. 1927, 716 x434. pp. ix, 186. Rs. 2.
( Copies are available atthe Bombay Tract and
Book Society.)

WHEN there are such excellent biographies of Raja
Rammohan Roy as Miss Collet’s in English and
Mr. Nagendranath Chaterjee’s in Bengali, I do not
understand why Mr. Parekh should have taken the
trouble of publishing this very inadequade memora-
bilia. If it is the object of the publisher to show
Rammohan as the first father of what he calls “The
Hindu Chureh of Christ™; it must be admitted however
that he has completely failed in his object. Besides
the whole themse is freated in s way which leaves s

good deal of room for improvement. The language -

of the book could certainly have bheen very
much improved. As it is, it makes tedious reading
and nothing but a sense of duty would persuade
anyone fo go through the wvolume. There are
also a good many inaccuracies of statement, the most
giaring of them being that when Rammohan publi-
shed his first pamphlet called “Tuhfa-tul-Muwshhidin”
he knew nothing of the English language. Ram-
mohan began to study English when he was twenty-
two or twenty-three years of age and by the time he
published the above pamphlet, he had become master
of it. Mr. Parekh looks upon the pamphlet itself as
“the production of & youthful and immature man.”
Herein he merely repeats the view expressed by
Pandit Sitanath Taiwabhushan in his “Philosophy
of Brahmoism" ; but those who have carefully read
the writings of Rammohan will find that far from
being an immature production it supplies the one and
tye only key to his religious position, In this connec-
tion I would recommend to the publisher the master-
1y survey of the pamphlet given by Dr. Brajendra-
nath Sesl in the Bengali biography referred to
above. If that pamphlet were what the publisher
of the memorabilia would have us believe it is, then
Dr. Seal should have known better than to waste his
time s.u!d energy in giving thatlengthy philosophicsl
exposition of it. The fact of the matter is that neither
Pandit Tatwabhushan nor Mr. Parekh hasunderstood
the pamphlet and therefore the one looks upon Ram-
mo]:gat} as the Vedantic Hindu and the other as the
Chrlsf:mt} Hindu fit to be regarded as the first father
of the Hindu Church of Christ, whatever that may
mean. Of course Mr. Parekh is too honest not
to see that by no stretch of imagination could
Rammohqn be made to subscribe to that view of
Jesus which he himself holds ; that at the most the
foundgr of the Brahmo Samaj could be described as
a8 Unitarian Christian by those who gtress his
writings on Christianity and a Unitarian Hindu by
those who lay special emphasis on his writings on
Hinduism. Perhaps those who confine themselves to
his view on Islam will take him to be a Muslim,
Rammohan's is the most complex personality that
Modern India has produced and sll “efforts to lsbel
bhim as 8 Hindu or a Christian or a Muslim must
necessarily fail. Whet it really was will be revealed
only to those who are faithfully following hiz in-
spiration and are guided by the light that was

vouchsafed to him. The Brahmo Samaj as it is at
present is the most concreta expression of that ins
spiration and the most trustworthy custodian of that-
light; but even the Brahmo Samaj will hesitate to
give an intellectusl expression to what Rammohan
was and has been o those who have had the privilege
of coming in contsct with his unbounded and unp-
boundable spirit.
G. Y. CHITNIS.

SOME EXPERIMENTS IN EDUCATION.
SOME EXPERIMENTS IN INDIAN EDUCA-
TION. (Government of India Central Publica-

tion Branch, Calcutts). 1927, 91§ x 614. pp. 84,

THIS publication of the Bureau of Edueation, India*
with a foreword by the Education Commissioner
with the Government of India, deals in a fascinat-
ing manner with “Some Experiments in Indian
Education.” While all the five articles in it are
well worth perusing, being first-hand aceounts of
oexperiments in the field of Indian education, the
last two particularly catch the reader’s imagina-
tion and interest. The Dalton system of teaching
in secondary and primary schools forms the subject
matter of the first three articles and the writers have
ghown great insight into problems of Indian educa-
tion and shown how the lives of éur pupils can _be
truly enriched by adopting methods of study which
will give the all-round maximum returns. The
Mogsa Treining School for teachers occupies the next
place in the pamphlet, The organizers of this far-
famed institution have succeeded in foeussing public
attention on how the rural problem can be tackled in
Indis and advanced practical proofs of dealing
successfully with it. The pamphiet closes with an
account of the “Medicsl Inspection of School Children
at Simla.” Major Webb in this article tries to convince -
the reader that wonderful improvement in children’s.
health is brought about if they are subjected fo re-
gular medical inspection. He refutes argumsents
advanced against the introduction of medical inspec-
tion in schools on the score of financial cost, point-
ing out that one intelligent doctor can readily handle
5,000 boys provided the schools are not too seat-
tered. The Simla municipality, which, in the matter
of medieal inspection of school children, has attained
the level of any town in the West, sets a worthy ex-
ample to other cities of India. May we hope that the
public conscience would no longer conveniently
gleep over this question, the neglect of which is
responsible to-day for so many early breakdowns -
and premature deaths?

S, P. ANDREWS DUBE,

SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY.
MEMBERS' WORK IN 1926-27.
MR, P. KoDANDA RaAO'S REPORT.

AT the beginning of June 1926 I was in Poona, wprk-_- :
ing as Secretary to Mr. Sestri and serving in & minor
capacity in the reorganisation of the Dnyan I_’rakash'
and Arys-Bhushan press and the Society i con-
sequence of the fire. When the SERVANT OF INDIA
was rovived on the 12th June, I was again wor.kmg
on it. I wss nppointed a member of the Business
Branch and its secretary. i

In July I was deputed to Sind to raise money
for the S. I.yS. Firo Relief Fund. I was on this duty °
primarily till September. I secured promises fo the:
extent of over Rs. 5,000, of which over Rs, 4,000 have |
heen realised. o

In September I went to Simla, did some collection
of funds and reported the proceedings of the Legis--
lative Assembly for the SERVANT OP INDIA _
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1 then proeeeded to Lahore to study the Punjab

. Land Alienstion Act and contributed a series of |

~meven articles to the SERVANT OF INDIA on the subject

-in Ockober and November. The series was interrupt- -
.ed on nccount of my being suddenly called away ;

from Poona to accompany Mr. Sastri to South Africa,

In October before I had finished my studies i

in Lahore, 1 was recalled to Poona and I again: eation of two psmphiets on States’ questions, oRe of

. | which is a reprint of the speeches dalivered at Krna-
In November, as I have already mentioned, I’

wag ealled away suddenly to go with Mr, Sastri to
South Africa with the Habibulish Delegation to the .
Round TableConference, While on this duty I gave |

took up work on the SERVANT OF INDIA,

@ good part of my time fo study the question of
Indians in thai country, I returned to India with
the Delegation in Feb. 1927, and accompanied Mr,
~Sastri to Delhi and back to Poona and Bangalore.

P. KODANDA RAO.

MR. BAJPAI'S REPORT.

In the months of May and June I organised
:scouts’ hiking party to Eashmere. On our way to
~that State our scouts gave succesgful displays at
-8hshjahanpur, Lucknow, Allahabad, Jhansi, Ambals,
Amritsar, Lahore, Jammu, Udhampur, Srinagar and
Meernt. July wae spent at Allahabad in looking
after the Scout office work, During the months of
August, Boptember, October and November I was
busy in the election eampaign of Pandit Hirdsy
‘ Nath Kunzru in the District of Mainpuri. A Soout
Mela was organised at Benpares in the month of
" December and I had to give the whole of this month
-to this work. I was deputed to Caloutts to erganise the
- Boy Boout movement in that fown and spent the

months of January, February and three weeks of |
" March there. The work done during this period at
* Oaloutts bas been much appreciated by our friends |

~there. ‘

I mrrived at Hardwar on the 25th March tfo
--organise the Seva Samiti Boy Boouts’ and Volunteers’
Carps in conneotion with the Kumbh Mela. The
work of the Corps has won praise from every quarter,
both officiel and non-official,

SHRI RAaM BAJPAL

MR. PATVARDHAN'S REPORT.

The first thing that I had to do was about
arranging for the resumption of the Press work after
:the disastrous fire on 25th May 1926, After the
President gave his consent to resume work in the
" Prees, I had to make arrangements for employing the

- hands in the Press on different works of cleaning, |
" e, The Press work gradually expanded its opera-

‘tions and by the end of the year 1926 it had practi-
 0slly come Eits old level,
my time in the conduct of the Kibe Wada oase,

" rance amount was recovered. For this businese
Mr, Barve and I had to go to Bombay soveral times.
" The next thing in connection with the Press was

about the proposals to be made for building & build-
I did some collection work for |

ing for the press.
the Fire Relief Fund and had 0 do much work as
. Booretary of the Society. ‘

I have taken on mysslf the publioation of & -
. weekly newspsper called Sansthani Swarajya. Owing -

4o the fire, I had to sbop its publioation for some time

I had to spend aom%lgf ;
o

- Business Branch meetings also take up much of my
* time. The second thing that I had to do with regard °
* {o the Press was about preparing the statements, eto.
to be submitted to the Fire Insurance Company. This °
entailed great labour and ultimately the Firs Insu- |

As Becretary of the Daxini Sansthan H#a-
wardhak Sabha, I casrried on somse - eorrespondence
with the Private Secretary to the Vicerey for an
engagement to reesive the deputstion of the Sabha
during His Exoellency’s stay at Poona. I was engag-
ed on the Hirda Committee work of the Bhar State
I have also been nominated as & member of the Rayat.
Sabha of the Aundh Stats. I srranged for the publi-

kulam by Mr. Sastri, snd the other a peprint of the
artiples by an Ex-Ministex that have appeared in
the Hinduston Bewew. I bhad 0 make srvange-
menis for holding canferences in different Stutes, As
& membsxr of the deputstion .of the Bhor subjects, 1
interviewed the Stmte Karbhari on 2#th of ‘Oofober
1946. I hawe heen working with a view fo orgsmise
an Al-India States Sabjecis’ Confevencs to be heid
in Bombay.

I was one of the deputation that-waited wuwpon
H. B, the Governor of Bombay re. the Brahman and
nen-Brahman controversy- that had ssswned a serious
-agpeot in Poona,

I am algo taking some interestin the Co-operative
movement, I am one of the achtive members of the
Chatushringi Co-operative Seciety, Poona Distriet
Co-operative Tnstitute and Maharashira Branch of the
Institute. I had been to Phaltan st the invitabion
of the Chief to attend a Co-operative function on
24th of January 1927.

1 am also connected with the Ranade Economie
Institute, Bharat Itihass Sanshodhak Mandal, the
Poona Panjarpole, the Deccan Sabha and some other
similar organisstions 8s & member or a Treasurer.

. A, V. PATVARDHAN.

MR. DEQLE'S REPORT.
I have been working in the fields ef Op-opern-
#ion, Heonomies, Pelitios, ete.

I am the Chairman of Daxini Brahman
Co-operative Credit Seciety, and of the Girgacn
Co-operative District Institute, also of the Bombay
City Cooperative Divisional Institute. Iam a mem-
ber of the Executive Committes. of the Provincial
Uooperative Institute and Hon. Secretary of the
Bombay Hindu Housing Society. The affairs of this
Hoeciety were in & bad way when I was appointed
Hon. Seoretary last year. Since then I have cleared
the arrears of work, introduced order and jimproved
the affairs of the Society to such an extent that very
soon construction work will be taken in hand, As
I have been working in almost every field of Co-
operation much of my time is taken up by the move-
ment. As the Chairman of the Bombay Divisional
Oo-operative Institute, I had to arrange the fourth
Bomhay City Co-operative Conference held on 30th
January 1927, which was a complete suceess, I was
Chairman of the Reception Committee and ‘had
to deliver the address of waloome to the delegates.
I delivered lectures on "Trade Unionism™ and “Labour
Co-operation™ to the English Training (lass and
delivered theree lactures on “Producers’ Co-operation®
to the class for Diploma in ‘Co-operation conducted
by the Bombay Co-operative Institute. I delivered
a lecture on the ‘Moral Bye-Products of Co-operation™
‘before the Dadar Institute. '

I have been taking a good deal of intorest in
all economic guestions. I was the first to delivar &
public lectura in Bombay on the Report of the Royal
Commission on  Indian Currency and Fimance. T
submitted on behalf of the Indian Institute of Politi-

| cal and Social Science a written statement on the two.
‘sand it was restarted on 18th Qctober 1926. K :

questions of Exchange and Currency to the Indianm
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Tariff Board (Cotton Textile Industry Enquiry) and
tendered oral evidence on the same. I also submitted
a brief supplementary statement to the Board on the
question as to “How Railway rates affected home-
made goods as against imported ones.” 1 was work-
ing on the Industries and Handicrafts Committee
appointed by the Provineial Co-operative Institute.

I am the Hon. Secretary of the Indian Institute
of Political and Social Science, I arranged two
well-attended discussions, one on the Bombay Budget
and tha other on the Indian Budget, for 1927-28, and I
took part in both, ‘I helped some of the members of
the. Bombay Legislative Council at thetime of the
last Budget session. I studied the forest grievances
of the Thana District and “helped some of the
mombers of the Bombay Council in getting up a
public meeting to express views against the Report
of the Forest Committee appointed by the Bombay
Government. I am a member of the Council
of the Bombay Presidency Association and as
such helped the Council fo express their views on
the Exchange Ratio Bill. I also took part in the
Hyderabad State Subjects Comference and spoke to a
resolution,

I am a Committes member of the Press-Qwners’
Agsociation and that of the Vangmaya Seva Mandal.
Under the auspices of the latter I delivered a public
lecture on the “Lingua Franca” of India.

C. S. DEOLE.
MISCELLANEOQUS.

‘MR. KUNZRU'S BOMBAY SPEECH.
DYARCHY UNWORKABLE,

IN the course of his speech at Bombay on the 6th
inst, Mr. H. N. Kunzru, M.L.A. traced the poli-
tieal history of the country from the insuguration of
the Montford Reforms, dwelt at length on the
evidence laid before the Muddiman Committee, criti-
cised its majority report and accused the members
who constituted the majority of ignoring the weight
of the testimony of a large number of Ministers and
Indian Executive Councillors who had unreservedly
condemned dyarchy. Quoting from the evidence
tendered before that Committee by Sir Chimanlal
Setalvad and Mr. C. Y., Chintamani, the lecturer
thought that if the evidenee given before any respon-
sible body had shown that the Europeans had
been treated half as badly as the Ministers, there
would have been such an agitation on the part of the
Europeans that the very foundations of the Govern-
ment might have been shaken. He held that an
unassgailable case had been made before the Muddi-
man Committee for a revision of the Government of
India Act and addressed himself to the question ss o
what line should be taken by the people in asking
for the revision. Waere they to be content with seour-
ing the transfer of one or two departments ? No, they
should demand the transfer of all the departments to
their charge. The evidence before the Muddiman
Committee had shown clearly that not merely might
more power be transferred to the people’s representa-
tives but that dyarchy was fundamentally unwork-
able and was the root osuse of the present troubles.
‘EUROPEANS UNFIT TO GOVERN.’

Mr. Kunzru then proceeded to examine the
objections raised against the transfer of more depart-
ments to the people’s representatives and picked up
~ the Police Department for analysis. It has been
gtated, he said, that much distrust prevailed in each
of the prinoipal communities towards officers belong-
ing to the other. “But, what about the charge that

European officers too were sometimes suspected of

partiality ?” he agked and argued that if it were-
pressed fo its logical conclugion this charge would
lead to the conciusion that Europeans were unfit to -
govern. “I venture to think,"” the speaker ‘declarad,.
*that even in the present disturbed state of commu-
nal feelings if the Police Department were made
over fo us, we would make a more determined effort.
to arrive at some policy and ocsrry it out more consis-
tently than the present Government has done,” To- -
day, there was no unity of policy on the part of
Government towards the communal question and, if
anything it was negative. What was true of the
Police Department was true of others as well and the
Pandit was convinced that the time had come for
doing away with dyarchy root and branch; they -
could not be content with Reforms in instalments.

REFORM IN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT,

It was necessary that when the Provinces became .
self-governing the Central Government should also
be radically tfransformed so that the Executive®
Councillors would become Ministers responsible to
the Legiglative Asgsembly. Surely, the present
Indian members of the Viceroy's Executive Couneil
would not lose their capacity if they were made re--
sponsible to popular opinion.

This question was first considered by the Liberal
Federation ; then came the Commonweslth of India
Bill and later stiil, the Assembly resolution of
September, 1925, There was now the proposal ony
the part of the Congress to draft a constitution for*
India and in this connection the lecturer hoped that:
the framers would, instead of formulating a scheme}
on their sole responsibility, try to bring togetherd
members holding different opinions, so that main,
principles might be laid down before details.
were congidered. They had had disputes in the past,:
but the time that was coming was far too important:
for them to allow the country’s interests to be jeopar
dised by an exclusive regard for party prestige. '

IDEALS AND METHODS.

At one time, Pandit Kunzru continued, dealing
with the question of polifical unity, the Liberals
ware decried for working the Reforms, At the 1923
elactions Congressmen agreed to gointo the Councils.
Now there was a section which wanted to accept
Ministerships and the Swarajists’ attitude in the
Madras Council was too well known to need explana-
tion. “We have not merely common ideals but com-
mon methods as well, What is it that keeps us
away from one another # In the Assembly and
outside it, it has been seen that we united on all

A

| important questions and so far as the larger question

of constibutional advance is concerned sufficient
asgreement has been reached between all the parties
50 as to call the resolution passed by the .Assembly
the ‘National Demand.’ It may be something, party
pique or personal pride, that divides the existing
parties, but certainly it is nothing pertaining to the
country's interests. I do not saythat the parties
should merge into one another, but it is possible for
them, while masintaining their distinctive labels, to
join together for practical work, which is by no means
a difficult ideal fo achieve for a_country which is
striving for self-government. It is a case primarily
of purification of heart and I do think that the fire of
patriotism still burne in our hearts sufficiently
strongly to consume all that is unworthy and leave
the pure gold of service and self-sacrifice.” .
THE COMMUNAL QUESTION. E

Referring to the Hindu-Moslem question and th
recent agreement arrived at by the All-India Con-
gress Committee on the now famous Delhi proposals,
Pandit Kunzru remarked that he did not think much
progress had been made towards the solution of fhis
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-tangle during the past few months. Even Mr, Gandhi
was not enthusiestic over the recent agreement, The
remedy suggested by the lecturer was that the vari-
.ous parties ehould come together irrespective of party
labels and try to arrive at & general decizion on this
question a8 on that of constitutional reforms. If
that were done, the problem, although not easy,

- might become less tough than if the various parties
tackled it individually and piecemeal. He hoped
that Indians had gufficient patriotism left in them to
come together and not to disperse without arriving
at some basie principles which would meet with the
acceptance of both the communities. Hindus should
not refuse self-government to provinces eimply be.
cauge they had a Muslim majority or happened to be
near the frontiers. “If we want to be a self-govern~

- ing country we must trust the Mahomedsns, for

. distrust is not the basie on which the edifice of

- Swaraj oan be erected”, the Pandit said.

The speaker devoted considerable time to & dis-
cussion of the army in Indis, the extent to which
Indians were allowed to share in its administration,
the progress of Indianisation and allied subjects and
took the Government severely to task for sleeping
over the Shea and Skeen Committees’ reports.—The
Times of India.

THE LATE MR. J. B. SEN.

We have received numerous messages of sympathy
Jrom persons belonging to different races and provinces
showing how wide the circle of the Ilate Jyofi Bhushan
Sen's friends was and how they cherish his memory, We
extract here the two following from these,
REV.FATHER,JOHNLAUDER, 8, J.,, Chaplain, Kirkes,
writes as follows :—

The sad news of Mr. Sen’s death which the

- SERVANT OF INDIA brought me yesterday evening
wag & very painful shock. I had no idea that he was
ill, else I should have gone to the hospital to see him,

I had settled down comfortably in an easy chair
to enjoy the SERVANT but when I read the first
paragraph I knelt down and prayed for the repose
of my friend's soul, and I prayed for him again in the
mass this morning.

You have suffered a great loss by his death. I
know nothing of his abilities, for with his usual
modesty he did his best to hide them, but no one who
met him ¢ould fail to love him, A Jesnit friend of
mine in Calcutta alluded to both thess qualities of My,

‘Ben in & letter written last year, and added that
apparently this modesty was characteristic of the

' Seryants of India. By Mr. Sen's psrsonality the
Society must have gained many friends wherever he
travelled,

Kindly convey my sympathy to my other friends
in your Sooiety—and may I add ?—to his family.

. MR.M.R. RAMASWAM] IYER, B.A.LL.B., Palghaf:,
writes —

“What a good soul he wasl A fine flower, one

of the finest flowers of Indian youth I have .come
across, has faded away. It was a privilege to oculti-
wate his acquaintance, to win his confidence, get
--aooess to his heart 50 pure, g0 cultured and yet full of
- modesty, reserve and a retiring dignity of disposition.
I feel myself fortunate in having enjoyed his friend-
-ship, though only for a few months, We- had during
my stay there with him almost daily discussions on
all problems of this world and the next, sometimes
axbel}dmg till 1ate into the night. I do not feel like
--offering my condolence to you, for I feel the bereave-
Ament myself. But I know what the loss of such a
_6o-worker means for you, what & heavy burden he
has left on your shoulders. If the sympathy of a

fellow-mourner oan give you any solace, please
-socept it," ‘ :

BOOKS RECEIVED.

A SPEAEER'S COMMENTARIES, 2'vols. By JAMES
WnliaM LowrHER. ( Edward Arnold & Co,, :London. )
1926. 9 x 5%. pp. 340+ 312, 36s. .

FIFTY YEARS OF PARLIAMENT, & vols. By THE EARL OF
OXFORD and ASQUITH. (Cassell & Co'Ltd., London, ) 1926-
9% » 6%, pp. ix, 372, 270.

PUNISHMENT AND PERSONALITY. By HAROLD BEGBIE.
( Mills & Boon, Ltd., London.) 1927, 7§ x 5. pp. 126. 54,

THE POLITICAL WISDOM OF -EDMUND BURKE. By
EaMTa PrASAD KULSRESHTH. ( Thacker, Spink & Co.,
Calcutta, ) 1927. 7§ x 5. pp. 1), + 370. Rs. 6-4-0.

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF MEDICAL :INSPECTORS
OF LABOUR. ( International Labour Office, ) 1926. 94 x 6%
pp. 80. 1s. &d. or 40 cents. :

REPORT OF THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE,
UNITED PROVINCES OF AGRA AND OUDH, 1926.
( Geveroment Press, Allahabad,) 1926, 93x6}. pp. 9.
Rs. 1-12-0.

Studies in Co-operative Finance

BY
Vaikunth L. Mehta,
Muanaging Director, Bombay Provincial
Co-operative Bank Ltd.,
( SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY PAMPHLET NO. 13 )
Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.
( Crown 16 mo, pp. 170, Re. 1.}

Valuable to co-operators, officers of Central Banks
and Co-operative Department and students of Indian
economiecs. Discusses various problems of practical.
importance. Comprises twenty chapters dealing with
subjects like co-operation in famine areas, land
mortgage credit, redemption of old debt, true sphere
of Central Banks, and an all-India Bank.
Price one Rupee. Postage extra. _
Apply to:—The Manager, Aryabhushan Press,
POONA CITY.

INDIAN ADMINISTRATION

Prof. V. G. KALE, M. A.
FErRGUsSSON COLLEGE, POONA.

Sixth Edition, thoroughly Revised and brought
up-to-date.

The new Edition completely covers the course
for Administration prescribed by the University of
Bombay for the Intermediate Arts Examination. This
is the only up-to-date Text-Book which adequately
denls with all the historical, constitutional and ad-
ministrative zspects of the subject that students have
to handle. The book is strongly and . neatly bound.
Pages about 500 and Price Rs. 4.

Books oan be had of all lesding book-gellers and
of the Aryabhushan Press, Budhwar Peth, Poona City
Keep in Touch With
GREATER INDIA IN THE COLONIES.

"ASK FOR

The African Comrade.

THE MOST WIDELY-READ INDIAN NEWSPAPER.
The Beft Medium for ADVERTISEMENTS.
Annual Subscription 20s.

Apply to P. O. Box 38, DAR-ES-SALAAM. (T. T. )
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: Issued at Rs. 94 as. 8 and repayable at par not earller
J than 1934 and not later than 1937.

s

> In exchange for eaeh Rs. 100 (nominal) of 6 per cent. Five Years Bonds q
1927, and 5% per cent. War Bonds 1928, tenderers will get Rs. 100 of the new Loan £
D plus Rs. 6 as. 4 and Rs 12/~ respectively as Cash Bouns. Interest will also be paid on -
. the 1927 and 1928 Bonds tendered from the last payment up to the 31st July 1927 at
3 the rate of 6 per cent. and 5% per cent. respectively.
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The Loan will be open for subscriptions in the form of 1927 and 1928 Bonds
: from the 18th July 1927 and in the form of CASH from the 2oth July 1927.
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The Loan will be Closed to subscriptions in the from of I927 Bonds and
CASH as soon as the total subscriptions in these two forms amount to Rs. 24 crores
b approximately. If more than Rs. 24 crores is subscribed in cash and in the form of ¢
1927 BONDS before the evening of the 2oth July, a partial allotment will be made to

subscribers in cash,
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] 1928 Bonds will be accepted without limit of amount till the 3oth ;
Tuly 1927.
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Applications for the above may be made at any Local Head Office or
Branch of the Imperial Bank of India or at the Office of the Controller of the £
Currency, Calcutta, or the Dy. Controllers of the Currency, Bombay and Northern. ¢
India (New Delhi), or of the Accountants General, Madras or Burma, or at ¢
3 any Government Treasury, Full details of terms are given in the Government &
» of India, Finance Department Notification No, F. 13 (x) Flz7 dated the 5th
?E July 1927, copies of which are available at any of the above mentioned places.
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