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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

LORD BIRRENHEAD's treatment of the Indian
demand for further reforms in his

recent utterance in the Houge of
Lords wiil arouse deep discatisfag-

tion in political oircles in this coun
try. He is not yet prepared to recommend the appo-
intment of the Royal Commission, though he again
assures us that he is no slave of dates, But the im-
proved political situation as reflected in the results
of the last general elections in India does not seem
to have made the necessary impression upon him.
Not that in our opinion is was necossary to wait
until ‘then for appointing the Commission; far
from it. True the programme of uniform, con-
tinuous and consistent opposition inscribed on the
Swarsjist banner was a disturbing faotor; but it
was virtually abandoned after it had excellently
served the purpose of sending the Swarajists in
considerable numbers into the legislatures. Only
in two provinces the Swarajist majorities bent
upon obstructiviem necessitated the suspension of
the Reforms ; but the general political sense was
olearly in favour of working the Reforms,

But all doubts on this head have besn set at
rest by the results of the last general elections, The
Swarajist strongth has been very considerably re-

. duced with the result that in all provinces dyarchy
is in full operation : and the Reforms are indeed
being utilised for “the better government of India.**
In the Assembly, the Swarajists, though out to give
the Government a bad time, aotually find themselves
power'ess to do so, Lord Birkenhead in fact goes
80 far as to admit that * the tone of the debates bas
been on the whole free from bitervess, that the
relations between the members of the Governmeat
of India and the Opposition have been {riendly both

Lord Birkenhead
onladian
Reforms.

inside and outside the House, and the Governmen ¢
of India has been able to find sometimes by ex-
fremely narrow majorities sufficient support for
their considered policies, to secure the defeat of
their opponents upon igsues of firet olass import-
ance. ” If s0, does not wisdom clearly lie in post-
poning no longer the appointment of tte Royal
Commission ? While nothing is going to be gained
by delay, it will only make the situation worse,
Lord Birkenhead seems to suggest that the Commis-
sion is sure ko come out next year at the latest,
If as he says he'is not & slave of dates, why not
this year? Surely Liord Birkenhead is too experisane-
od a statesman not to know that in politioa time is
a very important factor.

In disoussions relating to tha grant of further
reforms, the pregent relations between the Hindus
and Mahomedans are invariably roferred to as a
great stumbling blook, Lord Birkenhead has not
omitted to do so, While nobody can deny that theses
relations are not of the most cordial nature, it soems
to us wrong to utilise taem as an argument to
delay progress. Communal troubles cannot be said
to be an altogether recent growih in this country,
not does it seem likely that they will stop in the
immediate future. To make our constitutional ad-
vanoce oconditional upon their disappearance would
be in effsot to defer it to the Grack Kalends, This
is of course far from saying that the gulf at present
dividing these two communitiea is unbriogeable,
It would be a mistake to think mo. If properly
tnokled, the problem is not didicult of sclution and
the reocent Conference of Mahomedan leaders at
Delhi is a happy augury for the future, 2

But a good deal will depend upon the man on
the spot, Lord Irwin, Lord Birkenhead is oareful to
explain that when ke asks for ecooperation he doas
not mean servile co-operation. The evenis of the
last few months ought to convince any unprejudioc-
ed observer that this will mot be lacking. The re-
jection by the Assembly of thedemand for executive
counoiilors olearly proves the unanimity of Indian
opinion on the subject. 1t is for the Viceroy to preas
upon the authoritias in Ecgland the imperative
need of setting up the Commission without delay.

* * L ] i

MR. HORNIMAN bawails in his Nafional Herald of

the 3rd inst. the batrayal of the non-
amg?y?" v0-operation prinoiple of which the

po-calied Congress party is guilty
in the Legislative Assembly. The article suff:rs
somewhat from the evident ill-will which the
writer bears to Pandit Motilal Nehru and is appar-
ently designed to assizt in his dethronement from
leadership in favour of Mr. 8, Sriniva:a lyevgar.
Still one can disentangle from these personalities
a gcod deal of round sense and irrefrazable logio
in this artiole, whioh cannot but send a thrill of
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borror and indignation among all hearls, fow
though thev be, which are yet true to non-co-opera-
tion, For thero is not the least question that if
the Congrese party in the Assembly is to be judged
from deeds instead of words there is hardly a
vestige of non«co-operation left in ite programme.
Already the Swarajists have sucoeeded in peranad-
ing the Congress to s considerahle emasculation
of ite original polioy so that the latter, apart from
gome equivocal expressions used, is indistinguish-
able firom the polioy pursued by the Constitution-
alist groups in mary particulars. In fact almost
the only point on which the Swarsjist platform
stiil eavoured of non-co-operation was the Congross |
mandate (o the lezislatures “téd refuse wupplies
and throw out budgeta” except in certain excep-
sional eiroumstances which we need not pause
%o covsider at present. This mandate wag ostenta-
tiously thrown overboard by the Swearsj party
this year, and when a none-too-influential mem-
ber of the Party rather mischievously tried te re-
mind the Party of the mandate he beecame guch a
thopn in the flesh of tha prominent Sw~arajsts,
Well may therefore Mr Horniman and others wha
still believe in non-co-operation deplore the patent
fact that* the Congre:s party has been oaught in
the net of co-operation.”

The arguish of Mr, Horniman's exquisite goul
is further deepened by another fact which is equally
pat-nt that the Swarajists aze drawing very close
to the Responeivists in their politics in the
Assembly. The Responsivists, be knows, “are
uot going to give up Responsivism, ” and if in this
condition the Swarajist policy is closely approxi-
mating to ithe Responsivict puliey, it can only
mean that the Swareiists bave to sll intents and
purp ises been swept into Responsivism and to Mr.
H  roiman this is the uttermost depth of degrada-
tion iwaginable. The real faots, however, ara
even worse, for the voting on the Fianancs Bill
showed thoat the Rerpon~ivists are more truly non-
vo-operating than the professed non co-operators.
While the latter shrank from voting egainst the
Bill, the former felt no scrap'es in doing so.
T iere ie thus reason for Mr. Horniman to shed
even more copious tears than he has done ; but the
Coostitutionalists cannot find -this avy source of
somfort, for it it is to be regre-ted that the Swa-
wajists, haviog entered the Couuncils on a pro-
gramme of refusal of supplies, helped @Fovernment
to onrry the Finance Bill, it is equally to be re-
g otted that the Responsivists, having entered the
‘Counchia on & programme of oppo-ition to indis-
triminate obstruction, withheld tbeir swpport from
a Bl whioh on merits did not mppear in any way
objectionable to them, It muet not be forzottem
that the Raesponsivis's voted sgainst the Finance
Bill even afterosrrying the motion for the reduc- !
%ion of the ¢alt duty, and this could only be justifi-

the permanent settloment was not proved to be
inimical to the best intoresta of the Stats, the
Government would not look with asproval upon
interference with it. Disaporoval of interference
wirh a rererved subj-ot is easily understood ;but we
feel rure that His Excellenov wiil see btefore long
that the present land lawa of Benga! are inimical
to the best interests of the Sf.te. There are not
a few among the Zamindars who think that ecoept-
ing escutcheons with moatt: in old Franch thev are
in all respects equal £y tha land barons of Eqgland.
It would, however, be grievous mistake for any
responsible person in the Gavernmnens to acoept
such a view for alike in origin and in tradition the
landed aristooraoy of the two countries ara widely
diff-went and the ideas about British landlirds are
wholly inapoplioable to Zemindars bere, Regardicg
the merits of the perma :ent settlement wa oan do
no better in this connection than quote a nart of the
speech delivered by His Excellency the Vice-ov ia
Tebruarv last in replv to an nddress by the Taluk-
dars of Qudh. .His Excellenoy vbserved ‘There ara
moreover obvious objestions to the Permanent
Sottlement. It involves a sacrifice of the share of
the State in the growing values of land and perpe-
tuatas assessments which must become more gnd
more uneven as time goes on. Any measure whioh
tends permanently to lirit the share which any oiass
is called upon to contribute to the genaral revenue
is almost certain to result in an unfair burden on
the other ¢lasses,”

THE voting of demands for grants was charaoteris
ed in U, P, by a series of defeat-

sustsined by the Guvernment ; but
none was perhaps 8o remarkable as

the oue on the Land Revenue
demand. It ceems a committee had as far back as
1912 recommended that tbe period of settisment
should be between 40 and 50 vears ; but the Govern-
ment kouw batter and simply igpored the recom-
meodation, Since then the Joint Selecs
Co nmittee strongly pleaded for legislation embody~
ing princ:ples of 1a:d revenus policy. How little
has teen done to carry into effect this usa{.ufl
ruggestion can be seen from the fact that im
no province has such legislation besn yet placed
on tne statute book. And be it moted it is over
reven years since the recommendalion was made.
In the meantime the work of revision settiements
was proceeding apace in U. P, as elsewhere. This
wan naturaily resented by non-officials who in
1924 earrind a resclation resommsnding the post
ponement of all puch revisions wntd land
revenue legislation was passed. Bat appa
rently this had not the desdired effect Siue» tbenm
however the Counocil bas been year after year re-
§-oting the entire derand for survey avd rotilement

Land Revenue
Legislation in
uU. P,

@d on the ground of opposition for opponition’s
®ake, The truth of the mutter is that the Nou-co-
wpurators, 8o far a% any rate as this partioular
question 1s concerned, gave up mop-co-cperation
and adopted responsivism, while the Responsivists
gave up respongivism and adonted non-vo-opera-
tion., The ouly hope is that the Redponsivists bave
not daeliberately and fivnily ehanged their polioy
but were betrayed inte the path of unwisdom by -
thelr derire, not extirely unnatural, to show them-:
selven off as OVB::I more ¢(Xxireme than extremiate,

- - H
$® EXCELLERCY the Governor of Bangal rep'ying !
to the address of the Bengal Land-:
holders’ Assooiation oassured the |
Zemindaras that e0 long as land ]

Permanent
Sattlement srrd.
;State Interests.

by way of protest. Last year the @ouvernment
jntroduced & land revenue biil, which on ace.und
of some arme:dments not acOeptnbltho.Govammpnt
beiog incorporsted in §t by tne Cuumncil, was with-
drawn. This added fuel te the fire of non-offisial in-
diznation with éhe result that this year ail non-uffi-
oisls, iaudlords and others, combined in therowing
out by an overwhelming msjority of 64 to 2l votes
the entire-demsed. It may be said that if their
ohject was merely to reeord their protest it mixbt

| as well have been achieved by means of a tcken
i Mt. Caintamani who was among those who -
woted for the rejection of the giaut pointed ouk
that “the<e token culs had beea proved to be ineffe-
ctaal so far as the unreceptive mind of the Gaverner |
 in Council was oongerncd” and tuerefure “a more ;

out.

revenue wans s reserved aubjeot and

.demonstrative vole had to heresorded by the Hoase-"” .
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REPORT OF THE SKEEN COMMITTEE.

THE report c¢f the Indian Savdhburst Committee
hae been published simultareously in England
and India this week under very peculiar cirums-
tances. A copv of the report is not yet in our
hends and the meagre and the inadccuate summary
of Reutar’s Acency at Delhi is nll that we have
tefore us of this important report. Our Bsmbay con-
temporary, the Time; of I'ndia, makes the extraordi-
nary statement that Reuter's telerram was
the first intimation received by the Government

his mind ¢o publish this report. We join our con-
temporery in condemning “the arrogant stupidity”
of the India Office in the matter cf the publica.
tion of this report and the way in which White-
finll has dealt with the (Government of India and
the Indian publioc in this matter. The report waas
¢ igned four mouths ago and the members of the
Iodian Legislative Assembly were very anxious to
discuss during this session thegrave and important

jmsues relaling to the education of Indians fora |

miiftary career and the Indianisation of the mili-
tary services ; and several questiong were asked
suggesting the publeation of the report for die-
oussion during the session. No satisfactory answer
wan vouohsafed in the Legislative Assombly. The
Seoretary of State has now stated that*'he felt bound
to consider whether we in India might not be well
advised not to publish the Report until both the
Government of India and His Maj-sty’s Government
had time to examine it and review the whole pro-
blem inoluding the aspects of it which are beyond
the range of the siznatories.” It then dawned upon
Hes Lordehip that “this would fnvolve toolong
delay in its publication™ and after consultice the
Vieeroy and those ef his eolleagues who are pri-
marily concerned, he decided *to publish the report
at onoe,” This state of oogitation on His Lordship's
part oame to an end only just after the Delhi ser,
tion of the Central Legislature was over, The
publication of the Report immedistely after the
olose of the tession therefore creates m most wun.
fortunate fmpression that it was withheld from the
Ceontral Legislature during the seesion either by
scofdent or by design, Whatever be the reason,
the Certrel Legislalure cannotl discuss the vary
important issues raised in the report %ill the Sept.
ember gession at Simle, By that time the Gov-
ernment of India would have expressed its own
views on the subjcot and in fact they have already
begun to make frantic efforts to discourt the recom-
mendations of the Committee in advanocs. Lord
Birkenhead has also promised to issus a statement
eontaining preliminary indications o1 “the s0>pe of
the further inquiry to which the report points the
way.,” HisYLordship said that the next step after-
werds would be for the Commiitea of Imperial
Defence after receiving thke Government of India's
views 10 examine the report as & whole in its rela-
tion to thore vilal aspects of military poliey which
ahey alere are competent to appraise’ It is

difficult to forecast what ali this is going to lead teo,
Buat neither the Government of India nor the
Socratary of Siate make apy reference to any
steps for ascertaining pub lic opinion in Tcdia om
the subject matter of the Report and they do nos
aven condescend to refor to the Cen tral Legiclature

" or the desirability of consulting if, before coming

to any conclusion on the points discussed in the
roport. This attitude of mind is hardly compatible
with the spirit of cooperation which has bheen so
oftan preached both by the spokesmen of the

- Government of India and also by L.ord Birkenhead.
of India that the Secrotary of State had made up |

We do not propose to deal at present with the
recommendations of the Committee at any great

 length, but must reserve a fuller § examination of

sll the points
a future-ccoasion.

raiged in the report for
The Englishman which wvoicenr

- the views of the reactionaries in this country and

of the European military services has been wvery
much upret and rezards the report ms 80 revolu-
tionary that in its opinion it is difficult for many
yoara to come to put the recommendations inte
force. Qur contemporary regards the reportms a
triumph for the spostles o Indianisation of the
Army eervices. 'lhe very composition of the
Committee precludes any such view, It included
reactiooaries of the type of Sir Abdul Quaum and

| Captain Hira Singh and a pumher of members

holding very conservative visws on the subject of
the Iadianisation of the military services. The
only expinents of the Indian nationalist stand-
point on the committesa were Messre. Mahsmad
Ali Yinpah, Ramachandia Rao, Sir Phercze
Sethna and Major Zorawatr Singh. In these oir-
ocumsiances it ia no wonder that the recommenda-
tiong fall short of the full demands made by the
Indian nationslists in the Legislative Assombly.
At the same time se high an authority;as Sir P. 8.
Sivaswamy Ayer regards the recommoendations so
far as they go as very satisfastorys and we agree
with him in this wview. The proposal made wune
snimously by the Committes for the establishment
of-an Indian Sandhurst for the tralaing in India of
100 cadsts and for the opening of the other arms of
the military servioe to Indians are so modeat in
thoir maturs that it is iInconerivable that
they couid be objected to by anybedy. There
fs, however, no doubt that & determined
effort will be made to whittle down the report
and to delay tae solution of the problem by
starting other inquiries and by framirg alternative
propo-a!s not covered by the Commitiee’s inquiry.
The Government of India and the Secyetary of
State and those that advise theas high euntlboritias
are exparts in these dilatory tactios. It was sanid
that a high military authority stated soxne time ago
that the Tudianication of the military services is
bound to be an accerplished faot in the mear
future, but it would be his job to delay it as long an
possible. General MacMunon ani others have al-
ready started en agitation in Great Britain
against the Indianisition of the Army to keep
India as lo ng as possible urder the ¢ominance of
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the Earopean Military Services. 80 longas this
dominance lasts there can be no question that
responsible Government in Indis, even if establi-
shed, will be but & shadow. An Indian national
army is, therefore,asinequanon. It is time that our
leaders take stock of the situation and organise
ways and means to counteract the miechievous
agitation now set on foob to nullify the propoeals
made by the Committee.

INDIAN STATES AND DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNMENT.

HIS Excellency the Viceroy’s visit to several
Indian States during the last twelve months and
the proximity of the next Statutory Commission
on Indian Reforms have lately stimulated specula-
tion and discussion regarding the position of
Indian States in the future counstitution of India
both in British -India and in the States. If the
problem of Indian States han failed to stab usto a
gonse of its vastness and complexity in $the same
manner as the communal problem has done by
means of intermittent riots, the reason is to be
sought in the nature of the two problems, A ques-
tion of constitution such as the future of Indian
Statep can never arouse the passion of religious
fanaticism. Yet few will fail to be impressed by a
question which not only involves a quarter of the
population and a third of the area of India, butis
capable of influencing the pace and the directisn of
the development of the rest. The manner in which
tha States have reacted to the demooratic awaken._
ing in British India consequent on the Reforms
leave little doubt as to the nature of that influence,

‘We in British Indis were secure in our beljef
that the representative system of government was
the best inspite of some of its defects and that - it
was a commonplace beyond discussion. The
rulers of Indian States and the defenders of their
rale have, however, awakensd to a new and over-
powering senge ot the sugperior virtues of personal
rule and benevolent autocracy. To give their
defence a due flavour of patriotiem, they have put
forth the claim of the States to develop along their
agelong line and tbus to evolve a system suited to
the genius of the people. It is but natural that
those who hold power would make the maintenance
of the sfatus quo the definition of welfare and
wisdom, But for us politioal history will have no
meaning and human experience no value if we are
to reject their verdict in our choice of the system
of government best fitted to promote happiness of
the people. Social thought has undergone radical
changes and the change from the old to the modern
eystem of Government has been not a ohange of
emphbasis but of substance. Self-government is
preferable to benevolent antocracy not in pursuance
of theoretio values but for its capacity as a system
of government to promote public welfare, Asgsur-
anoces of that welfare may be held forth by auto-
oratic rulers, but experience has proved such
sssurapces of litt's value,

Any attempt, therefore, to glorify personal rule
is worse than useless and all the gestures ‘of minia-
ture Musesolinis of the Indian 'States are unaviling.
The subjeots of Indian States will demand elimi-
uation of personal rule and its substitution by
a democratic system of government., Behind the
imposing mass of Sanads, treaties and their vari-
ous and varyving juridical Interpretations there
are seventy million Indiane, inalienably linked by
goeography and history with their ‘brethren in
British India. It is inevitable that in the long run
the will of the seventy millions will decide the
system of government they would like to have for
themeelves; it is alao inevitable that the content of
Beitish Indian citizenship as it beoomes fuller and
richer with the process of time, will mould the idea
of oitizenship of the State subjects, The smaller
circles of state citizenship will in oourse of time,
under the gtress of ocircumstances tend fo become

congruent with the larger oircle of Iundian
citizenship,

But even if it is assumed that all the 562
States agree to instal democratic government in
place of personal rule, the queation remains: oan
all of them afford to pay forit®? The answer for
most of them is, of course, that they cannot,
The social, economie and scientific dovelopments
have rendered democratic government a very
costly system. It is no mora possible for a
small State with an incomse of 8 fow lakhs to
have modern government than it is possible
to have a shipbuilding yard in a viliage pond,
With the best of goodwill the experiment will
miserably fail. Of the 562 Indian States as many
ag 504 have incomes not exceeding ton lakhs : 374
Stater bave incomes below one Iakh.* KEven grant-
ing that there is no extravagance in the courts of
these States and that the rulers iive the abstemious
life of a holy hermit, ia it possible for these States
to offar to their subjects a- modern system of ad-
ministration under which alone they can grow to
the fu!ll stature of modern citizenship ¥ It is mnot
implied that 58 States which have incomes exceed-
ing ten lakhs are -all capable of financially
gupporting a demooratic government machinery.
What we want to emphasise is that in the cass of
most of the Indian States democratio adminisira-

tion is utterly impossible for the lack of adequate
finanocial resources.

What then of the life of many millions of State
subjoots ? Are they to ba content with the pitifully
meagre civio life of the States? Are they to be
oondemned to' & dwarfed growth in perpetnity ?
Are they to be compulsorily shut out from seeking
and serviog the higher ends in life? The rulera
will teace back with pride their semi divine origin,
they will point to the sacred and inviolate sanads

*Revenue Na, of Siates.
100 lakhy and over . 10
50 lakbs to 100 lakhs 18
10 lakhe to 50 lakhm 36
5 lakhse to 16 lakhs 43
1lakh to G lakhs 83
Below 1 lakh 374

i
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and treaties under which they rule and derive in-
comes, they will joealously guard their rights from
encroachment and intervention, but what of the
life of millions of State subjocta ?

L’AVENIR.

PARTIES IN THE ASSEMBLY.

RECENTLY I spent a few weeks at Delhi and
watched the proceedings of the Legisiative
Assembly from the visitors”.gallery for a number
of daye. During the time some of the most con-
troversial questions were discussed by the Assembly
and thus T could got at least *a rough idea as to
bow political parties in India worked, so far as
India's Parliasment, however limited in power it
migbt be compared to the Mother of Parliaments,
was concerned. At present there are four definite
groups and a fifth non-desoript group that compose
the strength, 143, of the Assembly. In the order of
numerical strength and importance in the public
eye, the first group is made up of Swarajists. It is
oalled the Congress party and its leader and
deupty leaders are, respectively, Pundit Motilal
Nebru and Mr. Srinivasa Ayengar. The second
group is onlled the Nationalist Party. Technically
ita leader is Lala Lajpatral and depuly leader, Mr.
M. R. Jayakar. Practioally, Pundit Madan Moban
Malaviya is its supreme leader. The group includes
severas]l Hindun Sabba men in Upper India and all
the Responsiviets from Bombay, C. P. and Berar.
‘While the Congress party includes a few Mahome-
dans, the Nationalist party containe none. Then,
thirdly, there is the Independent party of which Mr.
Jinnabh is the leader and Sir Purahottamdas
Thakordas the deputy leader. The party is a small
ona and the reat of the membera are all -Mahome-
dans. But for tha presence of Sir[Purshottamdas
Thekordas, - the party could be ecalled the
Mahomedan party in the Assembly. The fourth
group is of course the Government group, made up
of nominated officials and a good many of the
nominated non-officials. The fifth group whioh I
have described as non-descript, is made up of the
rest of the nominated 'non-officials and a fow of the
eleoted members who own no technical allegience
to any of the first three groups. They call them,
selves Independent, but they have nothing to do, as
should be clearly evident, with Mr. Jinnah'a In-
dependent party.

One thing that strikes visitors to the Assambly
is the unreality of parties exoept in the case of the
Government group and to somae extent, In the case
of the Congress group. The members of the Govern-
ment group suppoit the Government and stand
by the policy of the Government. Roughly speaking,
the Congresa party ususlly opposes the Government
and has decided according to the publioly expros-
sed declaration of its distinguished leader to giva
a bad time of it to Government. Buf thers is an
exception to this general description. Somehow or
other this party supporta Government whenaver
Lbere is a propossl tefore the House whioh would

benefit the industrialists and the mercantile com-
munity. People have been often puzzled how these
non.co-operators who are in the Councils to destroy
them run to Delhi or Simla as if under a mandate
they dare not disobay, to support propoasals for
protection of fndustry, Whether one of the praoti-
eal (i€ not theoretical, ) principles of she party is
to spupport oaplialists as against consumers and
wage-oarners is an important part of the definition
ofthe party is a delicate matter to write about
because the party professes to ba the Peopla’s party.
But that it loves capitaliata betrer than the people
and breaka its vow of non-co-operation whenever
Indian oapitalists are in need of their active
support, are matters that are evident to every on
looker. The Nationalist as well as the I[ndepen-
dent parties like to ba known as anti-Government.
Their leading members often ocompets with the
members of the Congress party in abusing
Government ; yet they claim that they are more
roeasonable than the latter and wish to utilise
the Reforms. But they are so anxious to ocutdo the
Congress members in abusing Goverament that Lo
one, listening to their speeches, the difference
between them and the Congress party appears to
be without any distinotion. There is one difference
between the Nationalist and the Congress group.
The Nationalists are clearly pro-Hinda: the
Congressmen are not anti- Mahomedans; while, to
oarry the description further, the Independents led
( nominally ) by Mr, Jinnah are mostly Mahome-
dang and, therefore, pro-Mahomedans. The Assem-
bly, however, being conatituted as it is, leaves bub
littlesoope for the discussion of communal questions
except on rara cocasions, and thus this difference
of communal attitude, though it is an important
difference, has no praoticsl significance on the
floor of the Legislative Acsembly. The real places
where our communal battles are being continually
fought are the Provineial Legislative Counoile,
Unfortunately, opposition to Government ap-

.pears to be the only operative prineiple underiying

the politioal theories of the first three groups just
raentioned. It must ba stated, however, that the In-
dependent’party, nominally led by Mr. Jinnah and
oonsisting, with the exception of Sir Purshottam-
das Thakordas, of Mahomedans is really no party.
In order that a group of members should besome &
ragular party, the relation between the leader and
the members must be regulated by a disciplinary
code. As a matter of faot, the members of the
Jinnah group voted congistently with the Govern-
ment on all important cooacions conneoted with
the Currency Bill and the poor leader has
apparently taken no dicoiplinary action Why
Mr. Jinnah retaine the leadership of men who
are really not led by him remeine a mystery of
the present Legislative Assembly.

Wa havethus found that the two characteris-
tios of the threo popular groups are an attitude of
opposition to Government ( asbhot and boilisg as
it could be made ) sand an attitude' of supportiog
proposals emanating from Indian ospitalists. { In
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the Independent group this description applies to
the leader, the sub-leader and one or two members,)
It is unnecestary to elaborate instances to prove
the atttitude of opposition to Government ( in
season and ovt of season, ifI may be permitted to
say s0,) But regarding the second point, oneor
two recent instances might suffice. The Stesl
Protection Bill bad really the support of all the
groups in the House (in spite of holy excitement
produced by the clause supposed to contain the
principle of preference ) and a man who condemnsa
.the principle of protection is looked upon by all the
groups of the House ar a crank. Then take the
Currency Bill. While every group had members
who objected to the lower Rupee on the ground that
it would raise prices and make the life of the poor
man unendurable, mandates from party leaders to
support the Currency League views in the matier
were ruthlessly enforced and it was thus that seve-
18l elected members were constrained to vote in a
manner that did not agree either with their per-
sonal opinion or with the dictates of their con-
science, I know that such a statement is likely to
be controverted and I am aware that politicians
are capable of expressing opinione publicly which
they repudiate privately. But my personal en-
quiries have satisfied me that in the matter of the
Cuarrency Bill, eseveral elected members voted
against their personal convictions just to satisfy
the party bosses. Whether the latter were moved
to adopt this attitude by some unseen power must
remain an interesting subject for speculation, It
was & sight, however, to see men like Lala Lajpat-
rai and Pandit Malaviya and members of the
Congress party to stand side by side with the spo-
kesmen of capitalists and profiteers and speculators
to help in a conspiracy ( conscious or unconscious)
to raise the level of the prices and to sacrifice the
interests of the masses to the selfish iaterasts of
the few, Of course, most of the members were
as igoorant of the economic iesues involvaed
fn the controversy as babes and I for one am con-
tent to believe that what they did was largely due
to their lack of knowledge. Why men who know
nothing about s subjeot should presume to dabble
in it is a matter that need not concern us here,

These two common attitudes are responsible ]

for the jmpression which a visitor to the Assembly
gets that the differences in the three groups are
really unimportant. There is & third common
ground between the two and it is the result of their
attitude to Government. That common ground is
the lack of any constructive eide to their politics.
That is the most unfortunate feature of the
present political situation. The so-0alled common
ground of the parties is lazgely due to their common
dislice of anything that the Government may do,
Even helping the capitalists is a part of that game,
As one honourable member told me, * of course, I
know that these merohanta sre roguss., But do not
the foreign merchants exploit us ¢ I prefer that our
own merchants should exploit us.” It never en-
tered the poor man’s head that there might be
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 rather than under

some pian by which the exploitation in both ocages
could be reduced substaatially, if not eliminated
altogether. Parties that have no principles and no
programme, and that eke out their existence merely
by opposition to Government in greater or lesser
degree appear to be little capable of serving the
true and the larger interests of the country., It is
high time that our parties should ba based upon
definite principles and practical programmes.

I might refer to the non.official nominated
members before I close. Members are nomioated in
theory to represent interests whioch hava escaped
representation in the process of election. I am
constrained to observe that nomination in praotics
often departs from the theory. There ate a few
exoeptions which exhibit the right attitude on the
part of the Government. Mr. N, M. Joshi, for
instance, is nominated for the third time to the
Assembly and his work in the Assembly for 1abour
has received unstinted praise on all hands. But this
nomination of Mr. Joshi comes under the exception
the rule, ' Nomination of
dummies or romination purely on the ground of
safoty doas not appear to bs either souad theory or
useful practice. The consumars, the free traders,
the nationalists, the social reformers, eto, have
really no representation in the process of nomius-
tion. Government would do well to take into
consideration not safety, but quality and utility in
the nominations that may be made.

M. D. ALTEKAR.

REVIEWS.

A DISTINGUISHED FOREIGN SECRETARY.

SIR -MORTIMER DURAND. By Sir PrrCY
8vRES, ( Caseell and Co. Ltd,, London,, ) 1926,

914 x 614. pp. 356. 25s.

THE subject of this biography belonged to the glo:u
of oivilians whose connection with _the admlmg—
tration of India is bereditsry, His father Sir
Heonry Durand was a distinguished . soldlgr
who beld many important appointments in India
including that of Foraign Secretary to the
Government of India and ending vglth the L.
Governorship of the Punjab. Sir Mortimer Durand
was by instinot inclined te the profession of arms;
but his father, who had suffered f::om the
predominance of the oivil service, da:_nded that
Sir Mortimer should join the eivil service which,
in hie opinion, offered better prospeocts. Tl_nn
Foreign Secretaryship of the Government of India
was one of the plums of the civil service, as 1t
still continues to be and it was the_dream of his
life to fill thatoffice—a dream which cams to be
roalized when he had only been 12_years in the
gervice. The promotion was rapld, but Sir
Mortimer Durand was one of the most talented
members of & gifted family and bad no difficulty
in makicg his mark in the service and rising to
distinotion. He had a lsrge knowledge of the
frontier problems of India acquired by his em-
ployment io the Sacond Afgban War as Pphtxeal
Secretary to Sir Frederick Roberts and by hix ea.rly
servioe in the Jndian Foreign Office. The Foreiga
Department was then in charge mot .ngerely of ex—
ternal effairs but a'so of the Political Dspari~
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ment whioch deals with the relations between the
~Government of India and the Indian States. How
- important the appointment of Foreign Secretary
ship was and is to this day mnay be gathered from
+the humorous remark of Lord Dufferin. Speaking
to s high official about’ Mortimer Durand, Lord
Dufferin said ;~“Durand isa a rplendid fellow and
T think he likes me, for he is beginning to let me
into the seorets of the Foreign Office’. Durand was
. a aplendid!y built typicsl Englishman who believ-
- od in working hard and playing hard, who always
kept himself inexocellent condition and who be-
1leved in the high destiny of Fngland to conquer,
-oivilise and rule over a!ll parts of the world. The
. «ora of expansion of the Indian Empire had not
"olosed before he severed his connection with India,
He strongly favoured the annexation of Upper
Burma and when the guestion of the disposal of
* .Afghapistan was oonsidered during the Second
Afghan war, he favoured a policy of annexation,
Sir Frederick Roberts recommended the division of
Afghanistan into provinces ruled by Governors
subservient to ths Government of India 8ir
Alfred Lyall was in favour of the disintegration
of the oountry, but Duraod eondemned disintegra-
- tion and advocated annexation. It is curicus ¢o
roflect that in matlers of foreign policy the high
officials of the Government of Iadia, who claim a
monopoly of wisdom by virtue of their long service
and personal experience, are not imfrequently
more liable to error of judgment than the British
Cabinst, The Imperial Goverament decidad in
favour of leaving the couatry in the handsof a
strong indigenous ruler and handed over the Gov-
ernmeant to Amir Abdur Rahman. The adoption
of any of the policies advocated by the authoriti-
€8 on the spot would have entailed untold sacri-
ficee on Indis in men atd money and would have
hung a mill-stone round India’s neck. One of the
amost important achievements of 8ir Mortimer
Durand was the delimitation of the boundary bet-
ween Afghanistan and the unsettled turbulent
country lying to the west of our North-Western
Frontier, a country which might be oalled “ no
man’s land,” the inbabitants of which are to this

- day eking out a precarious subsistence from their
inhospitable country by raids upon the rich fertile
provinoces of the North-Western Frontier and the
Punjab. The Durand line marks the limit of Afghun

- fovereignty on the east, but does not connote the

- exercise of internal control over the tribes on the
.eastern side of the country. Sic Mortimer Durand’s
term of office as Foreign Seoretary was full of
momentous decisions and he was probably more
responeible for them than anybidy else in the
Government of India. His achievements were
briefly sammed up by Lord Elgin when Durand
laft the Foreign Office to accept the post of British
Minister in FPersia. Lord Elgin wrote :—"Besides
the protracted and critical negotiations which have
rvesulted in the mett!ement of the boundary and im-
proved relations with Afghanistan, we have had to
deal with many matters of the highest importance

. among whioh may be mentioned the ssttlement of
the boundary between Afghan Turkistan and the
Russian Dominions, coupled with the negotiations

- oonducted with the Amiron the ocoasion of Hie
Highness's visit to India in 1885 : the conquest,
annexation and consolidation of the administration
of Upper Burma ; the altered relations of the Gov-
ernment of India with Kashmir, the reson-

- atitution of the Filghit Agenay and the extension
of political influence in Chitral, Hazas and Nagar,
the negotiationa with China relative to the Sikkim
border, the institution of a British Protectcrate on
the Somali coast and improvement of British rela-
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tions with the tribes round Aden, the inegotiasions
relating to the boundary of Burma with Siam aad
China and the assooiation of Native States in
India with the British Governmené in furnishing
troops for the defence of the Empire”. Altogether
it is a reoord of fine service open but to few sarvie
ces in the world.

Darand belonged to the imperialistic type of
Englishmen who with pride in their port and de-
fiance in their eye consider themselves ths lords
of the humankind. It is opem to sericus doubt
whether inspite of theirlong experience they could
really understand the feelings and thoughts of men
of other races than their own, We wonder whe-
ther Durand would bhave folt happy in these
ohanged times when the Indian has bezun to for-
mulate and assert claims to equality. In connae-
tion with the Ilbert Bill, which gave rise to a
most violent Angle-Indian agitation throughout
India that furnished & valuable lesson to Indians
in the art of public agitation, he wrote that it wan
a ‘ugeless and mischisvous piece of claptrap on
behalf of the Bengalee Babus, that Lord Ripon
knew nothing of India and was filled with a de-
gire to raise the natives in any way he could and
that his line was to go with the native in every-
thing and despise European opinion. He was
horrified to find that Lord Ripon's private secre-
tary was in constant communication, written and
personal, with the editor of the Amrifa Bazar
Patrika, a low seditions scoundrel who wrote
treason and the foulesi billingsgate issue after
issue. He advised Lord Ripon to refuse an inter-
view to the editor and he remarked that the real
native looks calmly oo from the distance, wonder-
ing whether the English are mad and caring
nothing for the supposed privileges. The obse-
quious noblemen of India ard the humble ryote
who prostrate themselves bsfors the representativa
of the Almighy Sirkar, are the real natives of
India who count in the eyes of Anglo-Indian offi-
cinls and the Indian who ventures to olaim equa-
lity of opportunity for service in his own country
and maintains his self-respect is only the spurions
artiote. Sir Mortimer Duravd felt that Lord
Ripon was most harmful in his dealiogs " with
our own subjeots’ and that he had done immea-
gurable mischief, It is charactoristio of the ment-
ality of this olass of officials that they seldom
undertake the trouble of self-examioation while
they are keenly alive to the foibies of others.
The defeot in the law whioh was sought to bae
remediad by the Ilbert Bill stood in the Statute
Book for about 40 years and it remained for the
reformed legislature to abolish racial distinctions.

Hao believed that the Amir Abdur Rahman re-
garded him as his great enemy, apparently with-
out justice, and he remarked that the Amir was
madly jealous of his independence and was arro-
gant and suspioions as Afghauns always were. But
lot us see what Durand himssif thought and said
about the Amir. In 1881 Durand expressed his
copviction that Afghanistan must some day be-
come Britich and that if be lived the normal time,
he should see that day. Bstween him snd Lord
Dafferin, the Amir was spoken of as a ’strange
grong oreature’. At the durbarat Rawalpindi the
Amir made a speech which caused much entbu-
gsiagm and he said some things which Durand, as
interpreter, was obliged oarefully to burke. The
Amir promised to belp the Government again-t.
the chiefs of India, as the British were going to
belp him in Afghanistan aud he pressed Durand
to declare this, Durand was of course quite justi-
fied in burking such a preposterous promise. Thit
the Amir bad good grounds for treating Durande
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a8 hostile to him is quite clear. . Sir Percy Sykes
very fairly points out that in a.n_d about 1891 the
British were steadily advancing; the Kho?ak
Range was tunnelled and t]:!e railway station
built at Chaman pointed unmistakably at Kau.
dahar and that there was a scheme afloat for the
constiuction of a railway from Quetia to Siestan.
Neod we wonder that in his exasperation the Amir
wrote to the Viceroy : * Where is the frontier line
of Afghanistan? Make up your minds and let me
know. the worst.” In 1892 Durand complained
that the Amir would not come to. meet the Viceroy
like ap Indian Chief. If the Amir had no
sonfidence in' the friendliness of the Foreign
Seoretary, there was ample ground for
it. It must be remembered however that the
standards of dealing to be applied to
Oriental Chiefs are regulated first and foremost by
the supreme necessities of one’s own country and
nationality and that till recently the principles of
international law were held to be inapplicable to
dealings with non-European and non-Christian
PowWers.

Sir Peroy Sykes has done well in allowing the
subjecs of his biography to speak for himself al-

most entirely throughout the book. Sir Mortimer

Durand regularly kept a copious diary and wield-
ed s vigorous pen. He was a man of fine culture
and his style is characterized by verve and lite-
rary taste. His sketches of scenery, men and
events are graphic and charming. Two anecdotes
will bear quotation. When he first came out to
India, a lady told him that when she first came to
India she lay awake expecting the mosquitoes and
when the jackals began howling, she said * there
they are". When Durand went to America, a
Catholio friar, who demarded & subscription to
tis monastery, was told that he could not expeot
Proteatants to subseribe to a Roman Catholic in-
stitution, The friar replied that the monks made
a apecial point of prayiog for the conversion of
the heretical English,

P S SIVASWAMY AIYER.

HINDU VIEW OF LIFE.

THE HINDVU VIEW OF LIFE. By 8. RADHA-
KERISHNAN, (George Allen & Unwin Ltd.
London) 1927. 734 x534. pp. 133. bs,

IN this baok, Prof. Radbakrishnan gives ue a very

interesting account of the essentials of Hindoo

Dharma. The book contains 4 obapters: (1) Re-

ligious Experience: Its nature and content. (2)

Coufliot of religions: The Hindoo attitude. (3)

Hindoo Dharma I. (4) Hindoo Dharma II. Prof.

Radhakrishnan starts by asking, what ie Hindoo-

isrp ? His Answer is there is not a oult,but a

oulture. He then goes on to define the Hindoo

attitude in religion. The Hindoo is very tolerant
of other men’s beliefs. What counts with bim is
spiritual experience. This experienve is not con-
fined to a particular sesct. Vedas are accepted as
authority by him only so far as they set forth the
oxperience in question, The Hindoo has no mittrust
of reason. Rather according to him, the true reli-
gious advance is from fradition to logio, and from
logic to life, The traditicn of Hindooism is always
growing, a8 ia evidenced by the periodical reform
movements. These are however consistently re.

Inted to the back-ground of the Vedanta. The

Vedanta itself is not a religion, but religion in its

mogt universal and deepest significanoce.

Prof. Radhakrishean then goes on to consider
the content of religious experience. Acoording to
him, what Is experienced is mot the real in itself
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but the real already influeunced by 'the ideas and
prepopseraions of the perceiving mind. 7he person-
al equation oapnot ba eliminated, but it does not
vitiate the claim to objectivity of what ia experi-
enced. Ha thinks " it is & sound religious agnosti-
cism which bids us hold our peace regarding the
nature of the Abeolute. But since man craves defi-
niteness of some sort, the use of imagination in re-
ligion becomer a ne¢cessity. The highest category
under which we conceive the Absolute is that of
self-consoious personality.

Thie is no doubt a faithful account of the
Hindoo attitude on the subject, But the question
ig, if our highest category, namely that of self-con
scious personality, is not adequate to the Abaolute, .
can the Abgolute signify anything spiritual to usf
The whole trend of Vedantic thought is towards
the identification of the two. Even the ultra-moni-
elio system of Advait Vedanta insists upon the
essential unity of the individual Self and the Ab- .
solute, The Absolute may appeat to be impersonal:
and distant, but by no stretch of imagination can
the individuel Self be impersonal; and when the
two are identified, the only rational course would
appear to be to interpret the unknown in term of
the known, and not vice versa.

The key-note of the Hindoo spiritual growth is
its freedom. This has resulted in a missionary
spirit which is truly spiriturl, Every cult oan
peacefully live within Hindooism, and partake of
its general culture without surrendering its righs
to grow in its own way. The Hindoo method ot
religious reform is essentially democratio, It re-
cognises the right of the savage to have his mora-
lity and his social code. The enlightened Hindoo
sympathises even with him, and tries to refine his
beliefs by quickening the elements of true epiritu-
slity in him. It is no use criticising the beliefs, so
1ong as the mental defect is not cured. The Hindoo
does not regard different religiona as eo many hori-
zontal lsvels set one upon another, but as vertical
pathwaya leading to the same summit.

The question however arises whether Hindoo™"
jsm does not distinguish between the higher and
the lower forma of revelation. Prof. Radhakrishnan.
is of opinion that it does. But if it does, what is the
highest revelation ? Prof. Radbakrishnan has not
tried to answer this question, and his attitqda is..
ensily intelligible. The highest revelation is too
personal and to set it forth in the form ofadogma is
to invite contradiotion Nevertheless Hindooism, °
like all oiher systems of religious thought has its .
own symbolic expressions for desoribing the high-
est. This is of course a controversial subject. But
I think thers will be good deal of agreement in the
view that for Hindooism, the highest is not some
distant God, nor even a God that ia somehow In the
world and yet beyond it. The higheet is best des-
oribed by the term atma, or the self. No other
system that I know has brought the Absolute so -
near the individual. _

Prof. Radhakrishnan then proceeds to consider
some problems connected with Hiadoo Dharma. .
He first of all tries to meet the objection that the
congeption of Hindco ethics is in copflick with
the current dootriue of Maya. Prof. Radhakrishnan .
does not accept the view that the world and all
history is mere illusion, and thinks that S.snkara
himgelf did not hold the dootrine of iliusionism and -
the theory of sense-perception upoa which that
doetrine is based, namely Drishti Srixti Vada. It -
is doubtful however whether his interpr_atatipn of
the whole spirit of Sankara's phlloepphy will be'gene-
rally aocepted. Butsolong as he himself accepts the
main thesis of that philosophy tbat the Absolute-

LI
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or Brahman is the #ole reality,and that the perfeot
oannot be made more parfect even by etornal
duration, time, and with it history and all moral
endeavour really become illusory. I think Hindoo
ethios cannot ba based on any ioterpratation of
Vedantic metaphyasics that will pass unchallenged.
A gystem of ethical thought requires that we should
take the universe to be really imperfect mnd as
tending endlessly towards perfection. This hypo-
thesis 0an never be reconciled with a philosophy
-aooording to whioh porfeotion is already realised
in the only true being, namely Brahman.

Other objections are then taken up such as
the pantheism of the Hindoos and belief in the
dootrine of Karms. Prof Radhakrishnan then
proceads to consider the individual and the eocial
sides of Hindoo Dharma a3 such., The former
loads us to the idea of &sramas, the latter to that of
Varna or oaste, The &sram&a are in all four.
Brahmaoharyais followad by grihahstha. The latter
was binding upon all individuals, because the
Hindoos realized that “repressed desires ara more

-oorrupting in ktheir effect than those exercised
-openly and freely”. Grihastha isfollowed by Vana-
prasta and the latter in turn by Sanyis when the
individnal ceases to be bound in any way either to
the family or to the state. ' The last part of Ljfe’s
road” Prof. Radbakrishnan very ;happily remarks,
“has to be walked in =ingle file”,
The last chapter is devoted to consideration
-of the problem of oaste, The Hindoo law-givers
had to face a very great diversity of races, As
againet extermination, subordination and identifi-
eation, they chose harmonisation. Caste originated
with the organisation of different ethnio types. It
soon howaver settled into the four well-known sira-
tifications of the Hindoo ‘Society. There are many
-avils resulting from such stratifioation, but Prof,
Radhakrishnan is of opinion that in the great days
of Hinduism it had many advantages. It sub-
stituted haymony and oco-operation for oold and
-ornel competition in sooial life. It was also based
upon the acientific notion that onse's duty in life
should be in conformity with the endowed nature
-of each individual and the environment in which
he has beenbrought up. Any ohange of svadharma
was therefore discouraged as doing more harm to
the individual than good. :

The book is aitogether instructive and gives a
very good idea of Hindoo religious and gocial
‘ideals. It would perbaps have gained even more
in naturae if Prof. Radhakrishnan had tried to keep
Hindoo philosopby and Hindoo ethios apart, In-
deed in defining the Hindoo view of life a panora-
ma of Hindoo spiritual ideals has to be painted and
this cannot be done without bringing in forms of
thought with which metaphysios is concerned. But
that is just the diffioulty about anything “Hindco,”
Hindoo philosophy and Hindoo religion cannot be
separated; and the term itself calls up diverse
systema of thought and diverse ideals. There is no
specific form of thinking or of spiritual life which
<an be said to be appropriate to Hinduism ag
such, and so far any treatment of the subject is
bound to be rather vague and unsasisfactory. Itis
‘however a safe rule to set down that he does not
know the spirit of Hindooismn who thinks that his
own religion; whatever it may be, can in any way

-be in confliot with Hinduism.
G. R. M.

ALL ABOUT BRITISH WEST AFRICA.

“THE ECONOMIC REVOLUTION IN BRITISH
WEST AFRICA. By ALLAN MCPHEE. (George
Routledgo and Soas, Ltd., London.) 1926.
pp. 322, 834 x514, 12 5, 6d. :

THIS book is a history of the economic develop-
ment of the territory known as British West
Africa. The importance of the work oan be realis-

‘ad when it is said that Nigeria alone which is

only one of the four Depsndencies comprising
British West Africa has a greater native popula-
tinn than the combined European population of
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South
Africa. The process of civilization in a country
which, till recently, was krow as the “White Man's
@Grave,” has been necessarily slow, but with the
help of “Three R's—Rule of British, Railway con«
struction and Ross’s medical achievement”, there
have been revolutionary ohanges in the native life
and economic condition of the sountry, The book
deals at length with the Trade, Transport, Land
Tenure, Finance, Carrenoy, Edueation, Health and
Administration of the region.

Woest Afrioa was acquired by traders and not
by soldiers and administrators, Slaves were the
only commodity which attracfed the European
traders to this unhealthy part of Afriecs. The Afri.
can captured tha glaves and bartered them to the
Europeans for rum, tobaoco, ire-arms and ootton
goods. This continued for two centuries. After
the apolition of slavery, the luorative trade in
slaves also came to an end. Palm oil was dis-
covered as & substitute. - During the ninetesnth
century “the key to unlockemany doors was gin”
(Anti-probibitionists will remember it to their
advantage |) Cases of gin were carried into the far
interior and the desire for gin “'¢2 vary the deadly
monotony and bad cooking of the native diet
gtimulated production and trade vastly, however
undesirable in other respeots the trade mlgh? be",
So gin paved the way for European civilisation in
West Afrioa without which * it would have been a
matter of extireme difficulty”. With the British
gin went the Protestant missionaries who
“prepared the ground for British administrators
and trade that followed in their track'. It is
said that “ the 18th century in West Africa was
the Age of Rum, the 19th century the Age of Gin
and the 20th century the Age of Whisky”., The
author has not prognosticated what the 21st cen-
tury would be the Age of Is it a process of

Evolution?

Unlike other tropical regions of the weorld
whore Europsan oapitalists own and run agricul-
tural plantation of eotton and food orops in We.st
Afrioa alorne the European oapitalista oonﬁqed in
their operation to mining so far as production 1is
concerned. The native cannot supply the neces-
gary oapital and sepecialised skill. The chief
exports are :—Palm oil, groundnuts, oocoa, gold.
tin and ginger. The country imports textile of
various sorts, metal and metal wares, spirite, arms
and ammunition and food stuffs for European com-
munities. The English capital has built the ra_:l-
ways and constructed the harbours. It _has buils
roads, towns and established markets, It hns. in-
troduced banks and ourrenecy. “ West Africa
the author says,  is not likely to be hampered with
the fatalistic anti-materialism of the Hindue and
with a fertility of soil, & wealth of mineral resources,
propinquity to the great world markets of Western
Europe and Northern America and an apergetic
and iotalligent population, trade should continue
to expand until it has its title of a miniatare

Tndia™. ]

The basio social and economic unit in West
Afrioa is the family. Then oomes a tribe as a
large political unit and the next stage 18 when a
number of tribes form a federation. The golxoy
of the British Government in West Africa in re-
lation to the land has been to oonstitute the
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natives outside the communal and tribal areas as
virtual peasant proprietors. With the exception
of Gold Coast, 1and capnot be mortgaged or be
transferred to Europeans or other non-pabives
except by covsent of the Governor.

The aim of British policy, as a result of
work of men like SirFredrick Lugard, is * the de-
velopment of native resources for the nativeby the
native under British supervision.” The English
policy is not “static but dynamio.” It aims “at
the education of the native rulers in the principle
of just and civilised government, so that the native
rulers may obtain increasingly greater power and
greater responsibility.’” Representative govern-
ment is at present unthivkable. i

Education is Jeaet developed. The principle
on which education is imparted to Africans is that
it makos the African patives “at once & batter con-
sumer and better producer.” It isolaimed that the
English bave ochanged the status of the native.
“From being a commodity, an article of trade, he
has become a person, & human being.”

Sanitary reforms and medioal revolution has
inoreased the normal health. In 1920 there was
amongst nrp-native officials only one death due to
malaria and none st all to yellow fever in the
whole of British West Afrioa,

People interested in the development of Bri-
tish Imperialism will find this book, whioh illus-
trates one phase, of it, very insrtuctive. It is stated
in the book, as ohserved in the beginning of
this review, that '3 R’s' are responsibie for the
uplift of the peoplse and the economic deve-
lnpment cf the country, but I think it should be 4
R's,—Rule of the British, Railway construoction,
Ross's medical achievement and Rum,

S. A. Warz,
MISCELLANEA,

MR. SASTRI ON WESTERN STANDARDS
OF LIFL.
SPEAKING recently at Madras ¢n the Indu-South

Afrioan settlement the R.ght Hon'le V., S,
Srinivasa Sastri said :—

. " Western atandards of life ™ was an expres
sion whioh they all understood for ordinary
purpoces and it oonveyed a very precise
meaning to them. It was not easy for him or
for_nny body else to define that expression
logwa!ly. just e it was not essy to defina the
terms’ Hindu' and ‘ Hinduism,’ though the
vourts of this Iand for all purposes dealt with
the two expressions every day. The Douth African
-agreement was not a document for the disoussion
of the lawyer. He would throw out some sugges-

tiens by means of which they would be able to

guess what was in the minds of the members of the
Habibullah Deputation when they veed the expres-
sion “western atandards of life,” Nejther he mor
the Deputatipn was responsible for the expression,
The Deputation did not invent the expression, nor

did the deputaiionists put it into the sgreement.

The Union Government, before they agreed t

Round Table Conteranoe, !aid it dowyn ai a8 oo:d;—
tion that no solution of the disputes then exipting
betwoen the two peoples would be acceptable to
them which did not guarantee the maintenance, by

just and legitimate means, of western standards of |
life. Lord Raading’s Government accepted t.hat |

condition and said that they would not ask the

Uulon Government to oonsider anything which

would injure the standards of lifs that they bhad -
built up for themselvas in South Africa. The dele-
gation had to beny that condition always in mind

and to help the Union Government to presarve the

wegtern standarda from being lowered by a large
Indian population living amongst them. Long
befcre those troubles assumed an acute phase, in

1912, when Mr. Gckhale visited South Africa he
meade cerfain pronouncements the Implication of
which beyond all doubt admitted on the pa:t of

the Indian Gcvernment and the Indian people the

central faof that, in the sub-contineni of South

Afrios, Indians should go there for purposes of trade
and agriculture and they allowed without questian

the right of the white population to determine the

ocharacter and the civilization of that sub-coutinent
and to determine the polity of that charaocter; in

other words, to fix the standards of life which 6ught
to be maintained,

A qguestion might be asked, "Let them main-
tain those etandards for themselves. Why shonld
they impose their standards vpon the Lndiaps?’. . .
Like praotical people they would all admit that it
was impossible in a population that consisted of”
varied elements for any one element perpetually
to maintain standards of life different from those
whioh prevailed amongst othera. The standards
of life of ome com nunity would inevitably affect.
them for the better or for the woree unless there
was segregation carried to impossible degrees. To
segregation oarried to impossible degrees the
Indians bhad slways objected and tbey had asserted
their right. By the dropping of the Areas Reserva-
tion Bill the right of I[ndians had been accepted
by the South African Government, wheraver the
law allows them, to dwell amongst the white popu-
lation, mixing with them in trade, in education and
in all other waya in which eivilised communities
mixed one with another. After haviog stood
against segregation of every kind, how could the
Inagians take up the position : *You, white popula-
tion, keap these standards for ycurselves and let us
keep another set of standards for ourselves.” That
was an impossible position. To the Indian resi-
dents in Scuth Africa it was nothing but beneficisi
to ba permited to rise to higher standards than that
they now observed.

The Indian standards of life in the City of
Durban were certainly inferior from the materialk.
point of a view, to the atandards of lifa maintaio-
ed by the European ocommunity. In spiritual
equipment the [ndians in India wera superior to
the Europeans. He would not dispute that propo- -
sition. There was difference between the stan-
dards of life of the Indians in Bangalore and
Poona cities and the standards of life of the
Europeans in Bangalore and Poona Cantonments.
It was impossibie for the white population reared
up io places like South Africa to put up witha. .
permanent population whioh refused, even when it
was materially equipped, o raise its standards up~
to its own requirements. Lae: it rot be uaderstood
that the stanaard of life of the Indians in South
Africa was so low as that of the Indians in the
Paracherries of the Tinnave!ly settlement. But he
was comparing the standards of life of the whites
and the Indians living in the same locality in
South Africa. The Indians were, reasonsbly speak-
ing, well=cff in South Africa and they made
money quickly. Nobody need-be idle and no In-
dian starved theve. In the Transvaal some of the
richest Indiane wers to be found. He had no hesi-
tation in saying toat the chiidrem breught wp by
these people would riss to higher standards and
that their ohildren's etildren womld rise teo suilk
higher standards. It must be caid that there were



APRIL 7. 1037

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

119 -

. -‘heaps of South African Endian, who earned pretty
well, but ware not still living lives that thay might
- Jive. The Bouth African Government would in
future eive them higher education, At present
the Indian children could read only up t> IV stan-
dard and as for any higher education they had to
go to India, they entered business and began to
' Osrn- '_ :

If the children were given good education and
ware enabled to earn better they would certainly
rise to higher standards. Tbe white population

- -did not wish that their standards should run the
risk of being lowered by being in contact with
.the Indian populstion. Messrs. Gandhi and
- GGokhale had put it in writing that thoy did not
ask on behalf of their countrymen for any poali-
" tioal power or the power of derermining or shap-
ing the oonstitution of the South African Govern.
ment and that they would never aseume that ambi-
tious role. Bince 1914 eiroumstanees had altered
8 great deal to the dieadvantage of the Indiana.
The Class Aieas Reservation Bill was introiunced.
If thet were pa<sed, Indians would ba uanable to
,live in South Atrica and make the money neces-
-aary for their bare livelihood and they would be
‘raduced to the state of uttermost diemay. It was
a move to aqueeze out the Indians and make their
life intoleravlie’. That Bill had now besn aban.
doned by the South Africaa Government. Could
aaybody expect that Government to give up that
move unless the deputation gave something in
return ? The only price the deputation paid was
¢his. Lord Reading agreed be{ore he started ne-
gotiationa tuat the Indian Government would help
the BSouth African Government to redude the
Indian population. The deputation admitted that
it waas their duty 10 help the South African Govern-
ment in that direction and they d d poibing des-
4ructive to their national self-respect or humliliat-
ing to the people of India or the Indians
in South Africa. The deputatian found ft possible
~to show to the South African Government that
the repatriation soheme did not work properly and
- effioiently beoause in parts of it it offended against
, their national pride, They enabled the South
~ Afrioan Government to get rid of thess parts and
now it was possible for a man liviog in South
Afrioa to come away to India and to have his
“birthright to return to 8 uth Afrioa within three
yeara provided he returned the passage money given
bim by the Bouth African Governmeat. The South
Africa people were extremely unwilling to grant
this oondition. The South African Guvernmant
courageotely changed their whole outlook and
declared that India, inetead of being & hated
oountry, was going to be a friendly country and
tbat lodiane, instead of being a despised people,
ware going to be a fclendly people.
Atrican Government wera going to
standards of life of the Indians to the western
standards of life. Such a government deserve to be
trealed with some consideration by the Indians as
self-respecting peopleand by the Indian Governmant,

At this junoture the Indians in Indis or South
Africa should say nothing that weuld make their
- difficult task atill more diffioult. For, in that
demooratic ocountry the provinoial governments
and tha looal bodies were extremely jealous of
their power. The Union Government had no
powers in matters of sanitation, primary education
eto. They oould only advias and lay down the
policy but the regulae ¢ranslation of the policy
into daily aots vested in the local bodies. [lhe
projudioe of the local bodies against the Indian
was deep aud biwter, The ludians in South Africa

-had therefore & very heavy task heforo them in )

The Bouth.
raise the

conducting themselves properly so that the atti-
tude of the looal authorities toomight ba changod
in favour of the Indians. The ladians shouid
return love for hatred aand oounciliatory language
for violeat langunge. They should ba guided by the
wise conngel of Mr, Androws and make the task of
their friends in South Africa easy. Nothing
should be done in India which would result in
sstting back the position of the [ndians im South
Afrioa. Loud cheers ).

None of the members of the delogation was so
rash as to promise himeelf that measure of success
which in the event had actually orowaed their
efforts. If was an agreement liable to revision
hiyreafter when difficulties oropped wp. He
would dwell upon one other point, The Union
Government for the firat .time oonsented to
receive a repressutative or agent of the Governmeat
of India. No other dominion in the Ewmpire
had ever done so, It was the Union Governmeant
that applied to the Goverament of India for mak-
ing the appointment. That was a point which
some of them might dwe | upon with satisfaction.
That showed that that Goverament were really
sinoere in their desire to help the Indlans in South
Africa. '

BIR P. 8. SIVASWAMI AIYAR.

Sir P, 8. Sivaswami Aiyar in proposing a
hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer ard the
Chairman said that the labours of the deputation
had been attended with great and unexojeoted
sucoess. The deputation sucoseded in seouring
as favourable condition as were praoticable undear
the given conditions of the problem. Referring
to his interview that appesred in the press he
asked whether, counsidering the ruthless persscu-
tion to whioh bhis countrymen had till racently
beep exposed in South Africa and considering the
spirit of hostlity displayed against them whiak
led South African stateamen to declare that they
wanted to squeeza tae Iadians out of the conntry
by some legislation or other, it was not pardon-
able on his part to entertain some doubt as to the
possible elasticity of the iuterpretation of the
term * western standsrdes of life.” 1f it mesnt
nothing more than sanitary etandards of lifs and
decent standards of life it wan all right. The ex-
pression was vague and might be a.ssaoigted_ ‘with
any mysterions element of western eivilization
which might possibly be used sgainst Indians at
pome future time. That was the slement of suspi-

J cion in his miad when he looked at the agresement.

He was quite prepared t) acoept t_l}a answer of the
Chairman that the fealings of suspicion were wholiy

{ unjustified in view of the ohauge of atlitude of tae

South Africsn Government. Before Mr. Sas«i
left India he, the apeaker, wrote to him to say that
he had no objection to mest the requirements ef
the western standards of life if the Ssuth African
Government intended to apply it bovestiy aan

| bona fide without the ultimate sinister intentien

of driving the Indians out. He considered it.
right that 8 Government should iosist wupean.
higher standards of life and he admiited that the .
Indian standard was deplorably low. Wha thse.
wished to lay stress on wasthat it abould be made.
possible for the Lndiang to conform to _th_s westesm.
standards of life by the employers giviog them-
work and paying toem the same wages a8 thgy

paid to while labourers as it was done in Australia.
1f it .#as the reverse it would be injurious to the

' 1ndiane, From what the Chairman had eaid, thees

ware Lo such disabilities intended tu be imp)gscl
upoan the South African Indiane. Another poisk
{eot right to eay that if the Indians were not pre~
was tzat the Souto African Government had a per-
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pared to live according to modern sanitary stan-
dards, they would isolate them in rartioular areas,
But the area should not be unhealthy or malarial,
The next question was * would the Government
place the Indians in a position to earn the wagea
neceasary to maintain the western standards?" He
had another doubt in his mind : If an Indian was
able to live acoording to western standards with
his existing resources would he be restrioted in
aresg or would he be allowed to live in the eame
quarters as Englishmen.? These doubts did not in
any way detract his appreciation of the labours of
the deputation. Another question was: Supposing
the Indianr were able to rise to the western stan-
dards of living, were the Government of India etill
commitfed to the pogition of reducing the number
of Indian population in South Africa? To some
extent the existence of this sbject in the minds of
the South African QGoverament might miiitate
against their policy of giving every possible en-
couragement to Indians, by educating them and
giviog them rights of citizenship. If the Indians
were given opportunities and if they did not avail
themselves of the same, they might be sent back.
In oconclusion he said that the members of the
Liberal League were entitled to feel legitimate
satisfaction that a prominent part in those negotia-
tions was taken by their distinguished Chairman
of the evening and a member of the Liberal Party.
(Cheers).

RT. HON'BLE V. S. 8. SASTRI,

The Right Hon'ble V. 8. 8. Sastri replied
that in Transvaal a large number of Indians were
found in well-established parts. Where people
were permitted equality of wages they would be
able to live up to better standards, The deputation
had not specified any number of people that should
be repatriated every year, nor had they undertaken
thatthey would stimulate repatriation to any extent.
It was impoesible to give suoch an undertaking.

In answer to a question from another member
of the audience he said that it was only agricul-
tural labourers who suffered from seasonal difficul-
ties who might avail themselves of repatriation.
That was a problem into whioh he ocould not go
into then, In conclusion he said that there was
no fear that the Indians would be driven out of the
country ; for there was work for all, Indians and
Europeans.~—The Hindu. -
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Rs. 1,42,00,000 !

We are sending away this amount of money
every year to foreign Countries for import of Soaps.
Enlightened Opinion Alone can help to keep this
money in the Country, Every educated man who
prefers & foreign soap to one of Indian make is helping
foreign manufactures and not giving & decent chance
to Jocal industries. Every patriot buys only Swadeshi
products. The Government Soap Factory, Banglore
manufactures some of the finest somps in the world.
Try a tablet of Mdysore Sandal Soap and judge
yoursalf, 1f you find difficulty to obtamn it, lot us
know, We shall sce that you get in your own
favorite shop,

Government Soap Factory,
Bangalore.

NOTICE.
( SALEABLE FORM )

SUMMONS FOR DISPOSAL OF SUIT.

{Order 5, Rules 1 and 5.)
In The Court of Small Causes

AT
ALIGARH DISTRICT.
Suit No. 3581 of 1926.
Ramsarup Reotilal.................coeeenenennr...Plaintiff,.
Vs,
Firm Ishwardas Satramdas................. Défondants..
To,
FIRM ISHWARDAS SATRAMDASB
dwelling at near Adwani Lanae,
Hyderabad { Sind ).

WHEREAS Plaintif has instituted a suit-
against you for Rs, 83/6/-, you are hereby sums-
moned to appear in this Court in person or
by a pleader duly instruoted, and able to
answer all material questions relating to the
kuit, or who shall be accompanied by somse
person sble to answer all such questions, on
the 25th (twenty-fifth ) day of April 1927, at 10
O’clock in the forenoon, to answer the claim ;.
and as the day fixed for your appearance ig.
appointed for the final disposal of the suit, you
must be prepared to produce on that day all
the witnesses upon whose evidence, and all
the documents upon which, you intend to rely
in support of your defence. : :

Take notice that, in defanlt of your appesr--|
ance on the day before-mentinoned, the suit
will be heard and determined in your absence. :

Given under my hand and the seal of the-
Court, this 25th day of March 1927.

8d./-Illegible
MUNSARIM

Small Causes Court COURT OF SMALL CAUSES,
ALIGARH. ALIGARH,

NOTICE.

1. Should you apprehend your witnesses will
not attend of their own accord, you oan bhave a“
gummons from this Court to compel theattendance.
of any witness, and the produotion of any doon-.
ment that you have a right to oall upon :he
witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expanses.

2. If you admit the olaim, you should pay
the money into Court together with costs of the
suit to avoid execution of the decree, which may !
be against your person or property or both. ‘

Ovefa-ef—o-chteftnsf—oef—e -
A market awaits for your goods
in Bihar and Orissa.
Advertise in the
SEARCHLIGHT.

For particulars apply to :—
Messrs. Bihar Journals Ltd., Patna.
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