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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

murderous hand of a misguided

Muslim fanatio, Providence has
I:;,g;:"" pushed the Hindu-Muslim problem
to the fore-front of public atten-

tion, In the face of such bloody signals it will be
oriminal for the responsible leaders of the country
to post-pone practical handling of the question. It
will not suffice to make spasmodio efforts moved by
a Mahatma's fast, or rudely shaken by periodical
riots or manguinary outrsges. What is want-
ed is the inauguration of a nation wide campaign
against the communal monster through a well-
conoeived programme of propaganda and sustained
aotion, This is a matter inwhich all the parties
in the oountry oan and ought to eo-operate. The
government too will only be do Ing its bare
duty il i¢ aotively helps the nation in this
osmpaign in all possible manner. We do not
at all wish to invest the Delhi outrage with any
greatar commural import than it really has. We
oannot too strongly depreoate all attempta to father
the crime on the musiim community., But it
would be foolish to view it as ordinary man-
slaughter, and olose our eyes to ite inevitable re-
aotions on the communal mind, The Muslim press
and leaders, have donemuch to ease the situativn by
unreservedly dencuncing the dastardly aotsnd dis-
nociating themaselves from all that might be behind
dt. But their task by no means ends with the expres-

THROUGH the

Ministry.

sion of their aense of horror or shame. They have
to make the unraly and fanatié memberas of their
community understand that violence and terrorism
will not advance their oanse, but only retard it
The base mentality of the murderer is betrayad by
the words he is reported to have uttered after his
cowardly achievement.: * I expect to go to heaven
for killing a Kaffir,” Crude and dangerous ideas
like this could be removed only by spreading the
higher teachings of Islam among Muslim masses.
This is & task which only emlightened muslim
divines and leaders can do. For the Hindus, this
is the hour at once of martyrdom and deep sorrow.
They have risen equal to the ocoasion and proved
true to their religion by exercising remarkable
self-restraint, They will oniy be promotiﬁg the
cause for which their departed leader dedicated his
life by eontinuing to keep their heads oool, with-
out doing anything that will tend to worsen the
communal situation, The loss to the natioa—for
Swami Sraddhanand was a naiion builder belore
he was a Hindu reformer—is irreparable. The
untouchables, especially, have lost & zealous
friend and supporter, The best way in which we
can pay our tributes to his memory is by carrying

on his work.
* »

THE appeintment of Sir Ghulam H, Hidayatullah
Dr. R. P. Paranipye, and Dew~an
Bahadur Hirslsl Desai, to adminis-
ter the transferrod departments in
Bombay, will give satigf.ction to the people all
over the presidency, except to a amall coterie of dis-
gruntled Non-Brahmina, who have to thank them-
selves for the exclusion -of their leader from the
Ministry. For obvious reasons, the Miniaters oould
not be drawn from a tingle homogeneous political
group in the Legialature. Nor, it is bappy to note,
have they been eelected in oconsideration of any
commucal olaims, butsclely in view of the strength
of theirpolitioal following in the Counail Thechoice
of the Ministry is unexceptiona'le on the ground of
personeal qualifications; and as everyone of them is
the trueted leader of a prominent group, it is beliov.
ed that they will be capabla of commanding the
oconfidence of the Houga. His Exce!lancy Sir Leslie
‘Wilson hes shown pshrewd oommocsense aand
commendable siatesmanship in sumwmoning two
loaderg of the left wing to shouldor ministerial
responsibilily and thus infusing the much needed

Tho Bombay
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progressive element into the government of this
presidenoy. But the distribution of portfolics
among the Ministers, which has resulted in entrust-
iog Dr. Paranjpye with Excise and Forests, instead
of Eduoation, has been sprung upon the public
as a complete surprise. It is, however, to be hoped
that the Exoise policy of the Bombay Government
will undergo a change for the better under Dr.
Paranjpye’s control, and that his presence in
the oabinet will ensure the speedy enforcement of
the Compulsory Education Act, of which he ia
the illustrious author ?
» * *

THE president of the Gouhati congress thinks that
the question of a federation of
Asiatio peoples has come within
the range of practical politics. We do not knwo
what exactly his concaption of practical poli-
tics ie. But the reasons that have led him to
this conolusion ara given as follows.; “ So long as
our neighbours were ruled by irresponsible auto-
<orats, such an idea was olearly out of the question.
Now that Angora, Persia, China, Siberia are gov-
erned by democracies s federation of Asiatic
democracies will make for peace, prosperity and
freedom of Asia and therefora comes within
the range of praoctical polities.,” Mr. Srinivasa
Iyengar seems to forget that India is still ruled
by an irresponsible autocraoy and that we are
neither free nor demooratic to entitle us to
join the federation, according to his own tests.
‘That apart, chere is nothing to indiocate that such a
federation, even of'the Asiatic ocountries that
are already free, is within the range of probabillty
in the near future. Turkey seems to have set her
face more westward than eastward, determined to
ape Europe even in her forms of dress, social code
and manners. China has first to set her own house
in order before she begins to think of Asia. Japan
no doubt, occasionally betrays some interest in
‘her neighbours, but only to bit off a good morsel

of .erritory to appease her imperialistic hunger.
* * *

Asiatic Federation.

IN tbe economy of human progress India has
been given the grand role of unifier
of eonflieting cultures and civilisa-
tions. From wvery early times ghe
bhas been forced to face problems arising from the
inrush of racial and religious waves from other

lands. The wvonderful mosaic of c¢astes and
creede, art and philosophy, social and religious
systems that she now presents to the world is as
muoh a tribute to her powers of assimilation and
successful aynthesis in the past, as it isa source
of consideratle anxiety for the future. Presiding
at the second session of the Indian Philosophical
Congress at Benares, Dr. Gapgsnath Jha drew
attention to the faot that India had been, sinoce
the very beginning of history, a langd of unification.
“In every department of knowledge and practie,”
he said, “it has been the aim of our best men, at any
rate, to trace harmony amidst disharmony, agree-
ment amidst disagreement and unity in the midst
of disunity™. The claim certainly sounds para-
doxiocal, if not pedantio, by the side of the warr-

+A land of uni=-
fication.”
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iog notes of sosial, political and communal dis-
sensions that now threaten to enguif our national
life. Weo geem to have lost, muoh of the synthetio
genius of our ancients who built up, in the words
of Dr. Jha, “the brotherhood not only of all men,
but of all beings, organio as well as inorgaaic.
Our philosophers would be helping us to recover
this precious heritage and thus better serve the
cause of unity and brotherhood if, in their annual
conferences, they do not content themselves with
mere reiteration or aoademlo discussion of old
truths, but help the world to solve the maay diffi-
culties of applying them in practice in modern life.
Philosophy in India, unlike in the Weat, has never
been divorced from life. The country is, more than
ever betore, sorely in need of a new synthaesis,
richer and broader than the old, in the sphere of
soeial, religious, economie, communal and political
life. It is as much the duty as it is the privilege
of modern Indian philosophers to discover this
synthesis.
* * *

THE expeoted has again happened with regard to
the Phillipines. Col. Carmi Thomp-

son, the special representative of
President Coolidee is reported tohave recommended
that the time for Phillipine independence is not yet.
Perheps the time will not comesolong as American
polities are eontrolled by forces of economic Impe-
rialism and so long as the people of the island look
up to the American nation to grant their freedom.
Philantbropy is ordinarily an unknown impulse
in international or inter-racial relations and the
Filippinos will only be fooling themselves if they
expect the manna of liberty to drop from any Ameri-
can heaven. The grounds on which Col. Thompson
is unwilling to recommend immediate independence
are not unfamiliar to our ears, for we are often
treated to much the same stock arguments by our
imperial masters, The ‘main resson advanced is
that the bulk of the natives do not want freedom.
That is s statement which no student of Philli-
pine history oan ewallow. It is intended, perhaps,
only to soothe the conscience of President Coolidge
for going back on the plighted words of the
American people who already stand committed to
grant freedom to the island. We may leave it to
the Filippinos to clearly show to America and the
world at large, that they do want to ragover their
birth-rights. Poverty, the number of languages, lack
of public opinion, complication in inter—natiogal
affairs in the Orient, the abrogation of free trade with
the United States and the possible harm to Ame-
rioan trade in the Far East are, we note, the other
reasons put forward. Responsibility for the first
three~—poverty, multiplicity of langusages and laok
of public opinion—if they are true, should be laid
as much on the American administration as on
the people of the icland. In any oase, they cannot
afford sufficient justification for the continuance of
American dominion. If a%all they have any bear-
ing on the issue, they ouly strengthen the case for
ending American exploitation of tha island aund
entrusting it with self government. Col. Thomp-
son is more honest, though frankiy imperialistie,
when he bases hie recommendation on the lass
three grounds—international complications in the
East, U, 8, trads interests and the harm that might
be done to them by grant of Philippine freedom. It
is for the psople of America fo decide whether
they should cast to the wind, in order to make
some of their millionaires richer, all professions of
national idealism made in the past by their pre-
sidentz and the solemn statutory assurances given
to the island.

“*Not yet.”
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A STUDY IN CONTRASTS.

MADRAS has the rare privilege of sending two of its
distinguished sons to preside over the deliberations
of the two premier political bodiea in the ocountry.
The Congress and the Libsral Federation exhaust
botween them the best political talent and
fighters for the freedom of the nation. It is a pity
that, though they are striving for the same goal,
vital diferences of political method and policy
should keep the two wings of the national army
apart and neoessitate separate funotioning. Mr.
Srinivasa Iyanget and Sir Sivaswamy Iyer are
both of them consclous of this painful aspect of
our political life. The former bas made a
most eloquent and impassioned plea, towards
the conecluding part of his address, for a closing
up of the ranks, within as well as without the
Congress, for linking together “the hands of the
righteous against the unrighteous.” But beyond
this high strung appeal, there is mnothing helpful in
the address to practioally pave the way for unity.
Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar makes no mew proposal
which will serve to bring togsther the several
parties in the country. He wants unity, but only,
on his own or his party’s terms. Sir Sivaswami
Iyer is by temperament not so volatile or voluble
as his brother on the Congress Chair, He is not
unaware of the dangers of multiplying parties and
doprecates the formation of new parties “for the
purpose of attaching notoriety to the leaders or
gratifying their ambition of self-advancement.” But
he is not for any artificial unity either, suppressing
fundemental differences of opinion on matters of
principle. “The suppression of suoh differences in
the interest of artificial unity” he thinks, “is in-
jurious to the honesty of publio life. All artificial
unity must share the inevitable fate of bunkam.”
Heo defines the position of the Liberal party with
regard to this question thus: *While it is not possi-
ble for tbe Liberal party to saorifice ite convictions
or merge [tself in any party which differs in essen-
tial prinoiples, we are prepesred to cooperate with
the members of other parties, wherever it is possi-
ble to doso on partioular questions...... It will
be our duty and our policy to ocoperats with any
aud every party in all queetions where we oan see
eye to eye with them™. Such an honest assuranoce,
though not as high sounding as Mr. Srinivasa
Iyengar's ecpty appesl, is, we think, under thke
ciroumstances, more valuable than the latter for all
.practical purposes of construotive political action
within the Counocile. Ia the absence of any con-
orete suggestion to pBolve the question, Mr,
Srinivasa Iyengar would have served the cause of
unity better, if he had given from his high platform
a pimilar assurance on behalf of his party to those
who bave to work %long with its members in the
several logiclatures.

It is not surprising to note thak thouéh Mr.,
Stinjvasa Iyengar and Sir Sivaswemi Iyer hail
from the same province, and are both eminent law-

yers, they are poles apart, as lawyers who
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hold different briefs generally are, on many o

the great questions of the hour, To one, Swaraj is
not au intellectnal but an emotional proposition;
to the other, it is eminently a practical question
to be viewed in the cold light of roason, faced’
with the stern logic of facts. The former would
strive to reach the goal by “ a rapid corporate ad-
vance in serried masses " creating an atmosphere
of resistanoe, so as to put the maximum possible
pressure on the government and making it as hot .
for them as he ocan. The latter is not for such
heroiocs, but would adopt the factum valet dictum of
Hindu Law for his guide and holds that * it would
be not merely a peaseful, but an easier road fo the
attainment of Swaraj to so shape our polioy that
we shall be able to satisfy the statutory commis-
sion that we have fulfilled our part of the bargian.”

The Congress president’s lead to the oountry
is ocontained in the following words: “ The
foromost of our duties for the coming year is
to mobilise all our forces on the issue of the
National Demand.” According to Mr. Iyengara’s
estimation of the results of the elections ‘ the
deck is now largely oleared for aotion ™ and
he asks his comrades to concentrate attention * on
enforcing compliance of the national demand.” But
we are not told how exactly an unarmed people
oan enforce their demand on an unrepentant gov-
ernment, which has the might of & whole Empire
behindit anda well-equipped army on the spot ever-
ready to let locse,all the devilish engines of destru-
otion to terrorise the half-starved masses into
submission. If Mr. Iyengar had frankly followed
up his eall to action and® mobilisation by a
programme of open revolt or oivil disobsdience,
his ocounsel, though reckless, would at least
have the eaving grace of consistency and logic.
Ag it is, he merely indulges in the language of
warfare, without having the necessary strength or
oapacity to conduet it. Sir Sivaswami Iyer displays
in this connection a better senee of the realities
of the situation and would not encoursge any
action, within council walla or outside, that will
not only fail to produce the desired effect on the
British nation, but create a deocidedly demoralis-
ing effect on those who indulge in it. With
reference to the vain talk of sanctions to enforce
the demand, Sir Sivaswami rightly observes:"
“Knowing, as the Swarajists must do,
that the country is not prepared to follow
them in the stunt of civil disobedience, their-
talk of sanctions is meaningless and ¢an only
ba sheer bluff. Many members of the Swara)
party cherish the belief that bluff may deceive
the British people.”

It is this polioy of bluff and bravado that Mr,
Srinivasa lyengar recommends to the country.
Ho has no new lead to give, but clings to the
Cawnpore programme a3 the high water-mark of
politioal wisdom, That programms has been tried
and with what results the nation is woll aware of,
Ho makes & long list of the defects of dyarchy—
rather a belated and superfluons performance at
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this time of the day. ‘ The refusal to accept office
till a satisfactory response is made oconstitu-
tes”, in the opinion of Mt. Iyengar, “an amount of
politioal pressure that is necessary and suffi-
cient to induce the government fo come to a
gettlemont.” Nothing could -be more pathetio
than this simple, but foolish, faith. The experi-
ence of Bengal and C. P. belies this claim in
the clearest possible manner, In these provinoces
the losses have all been on the popular side, the
bureaucraoy riding as merrily and firmly as ever
before on its saddle. The Swarajists are only
pursing a vain delusion if they hope that the tactics
which have failed to bring down the bureaucracy
t0 its knees three years ago will succeed now.

Mr. Iyengar is on less slippery fground when
he gives up the role of special pleader for the
Swaraj party and speaks on the need for doing
constructive work, “without”, as he aptly puts it,
“waiting any longer for a response that does not come.”’
He also correotly formulates the twin principles on
whioh such work should proceed.~—" Self reliance
in all nation building work and resistance to
every anti-national asoltvity.” He exclaime in a
mood of inepired introspection: “We have been
trying to build leadership from above, which is an
impossible process, and from abroad whichis a
destructive process. We must build leadership
from the base and on the spot itself. Effioient local
leadership alone, and not propaganda or program-
mes of sorts will solve the problem™ We heartily
commend these words to our politicians, Congress-
men as well as non-Congress men.

INDIA’S DEFENCE.

THE presidents of both the Congress and the
Liberal Federation have, happily, referred in their
addresses to the problem of India’s defencs and
the questions relating to the control of the army
and navy. Thease questions are bound to demand
increasing attention as we march nearer and nearer
towards our goal. Swaraj means nothing if it
doea not oarry with it the power of self-defence
for the nation, both against external aggression
and internal disturbances. Mr, Srinivasa Iyengar
has therefore done well in proclaiming from the
Congress platform that Indians are fully conscious
of their responsibilities in this xespect, can admi-
nister the naval and military departments if en-
trusted with thpm, and that Free India oan keep up
and coptrol an army and a navy on modern lines,
He rightly says: “It is but an illustration of
our diffident mentality to assume that we cannot
maintain or control an army or navy. There is
absolutely no trath in it............ It is in ultimate
analysis nothing but a question of finance and the
training of men. Japan and China and all the
lesser states of the world that enjoy self-govern-
ment have found these things, and thers is no reason
why we cannot find them.” Sir Sivaswami Iyer
has dealt with the question in his address at fuller
length and In an abler manner. He has thoroughly

exposed the policy of the Government with regard
to India’s aspirations in this respeot. In e long
indictment that he makes against the Government
he draws attention to the latter's uncopoern or lack
of desire, even at the present moment!to make this
country self sufficient in the comstitution and or-
gaaisation of its defensive forces. “The British
Government is quite alive, “he says,” to the value
of the resources of India in man-power for the army,
but has no wish to utilise Indian talent for the
officering of the Indian army in the same or even
in an appreciable measure, Reforms in the dire-
otion of Indianisation are an uphill task even in
the oivil services of the administration, but they
are far more so in the military services. No one
who is acquainted with the long delays of the
Government of India and of the Imperial govem-
meat in arriving at a decision on proposals re-
lating to the training of the people for defence,
will wonder at the popular dissatisfaction there-
by oaused.” Sir Sivaswami Iyer is reputed even
in official circles for his moderation in language
aund eriticism. He has also a more intimate know-
ledge of Indian military affairs and inner work-
ing of the defense departments than any Indian
politician of the present day. His oritiocism there-
fore, oarries a weight which the public and the
government can ill afford to ignore. After exposing
British policy, Sir Sivaswami goes on to explore the
rea! reasons behind the government's unwillingness
to embark on any considerable scheme of Indianisa-
tion. He frankly says : “ The government oannot
completely get rid of the old notion that India
must ba kept by the sword——not in the sense of ba-
ing administered by a system of martial law, but in
the gense that the maintemance of British Rule
must, in the 1ast resort, depend not upon the civil
administrator, but upon the control of the army.
Britain does not mind experiments in the sphere
of Civil administration, so long as she keeps the
arny in her control, They feel they cannot afford
to Indinunise the army, because they do not feel sure
what its reactions wili be on the maintenance of
the British ascendancy or connecotion. It is this
lack of faith in the loyalty of India to the British
connection that s really the underlying motive of
the attitude of the government.” He also refers tc
other reasons based on the existence of feelings born
of racial prejudice and the Englishmen’s prestige
in the eyes of ths Indian troops, but dismisses them
as unworthy of our sympathy or consideration. It
is be seen how far his appeal to “ our self-comsti-
tuted trustees ™ to recognise their obligation to en-
able India to defend herself, will be heeded to in
the future. So long as this duty is left undischarg-
ed by Britain, her state smen cannot with any sense
of logic or fairness, mouth the argument that
India is unfit for eelf-government because of her
present inability to defend herself. In any case,
Indians gonnot keep quiet over the question. The:

advice that Sir Sivaswami Iyer offers to the
country is this: “If the British governmeat, as our

trustees, have made mno attempt to prepare us for
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our responsibility for the defence of the country, it
is necessary in our interest, and for the credif of
our trustees, that we should press them fo declare
and affirm explioitly the goal of their military
policy in India and to frame a suitable schemse of
Indianisation to enable us to reach the goal within
o gensration at least.”

EDUCATION IN OTHER LANDS.
I—JAPAN.

THE STUDY of educational progress and systems of
insiruotion in foreign countries is bound to be of
great use to those who are interested in the task of
reconstructing the educational atructure in £his
oountry. It will, in the firet instance, show how
. far we lag bebind other olviliced nations and thus
tend fo etimulate eduoational advance. We have
also muoh to gain from fthe experience of these
nations in the solution of probloms such as the
ramoval of illiteracy, adult eduoation, technical
instruotion, preserving the health and promoting
the physiocal culture of the pupils, and balancing
the literary and vooational sides of the ourrioulum,
adjusting the claims of pure culture and pre-
fassional training in the secondary and collegiate

ooursee, Wo saw some weeks ago how Japan made -

phonomenal progress in the campaign against
illiteraoy, in tho course ofa foew years, over 99
per cent. of her children of sohool-age being
now in the elomentary schools, "Her achievement
in the sphere of secondary education is also remark-
able, The number of soholars in secondary schools
has more than doubled during the last deéade,
rising from 829,757 in 1916 to 1,933,864 in 1925.
The number of sohools has also inereased from

10,143 to 17,562 during this period, This includes |

802 schools for girls, with an attendanoce of 305,464
scholars. Special attention seeme to have been paid
to the progress of female education, for we find
that.in 1916 thers were only 366 schools for girls
with 95,949 pupile attending them. Thuatheincrease
in the number of girl =scholars iIn secondary
schoola fs more than thresfold,

The figures for India, as may be surmised, are
far below this record. The report for Indian edu-
oution in 1923-24 shows that, including both mid-
dle and high achools, there were only 9,404 eecond-
ary institutions in the country with 1,423,752 scho-
lars on the rolls of which 114,632 were girls. This
record in the sphere of secondary education no
.doubt compares favourably with our progress in
the fiald of primary education. And, when
we goup to the sphere of University education
our figures aro still better., But that
only shows that the progress of eduoation
in thie country is 1ll-balanced. While the masses
are steeped in ignorance and illiteraoy, education
is rapidly spreading among the middle and
higher olasses. This strange phenomenon is the
outcome mainly of the now exploded “peroclation™
thoory which held sway over the mind of our
rulers for some time. It is also largerly

 far more to equip

the result of the predominantly literary, as
distinguished from the technical, t€ype of instruc-
tion imparted in our schoole, We pointed out the
other day how the average Indian ryot did not
find in the primary schools the sort of education
that really profited his children. The middle
olagses, however, found in the secondary schools
and oolleges exaotly what they wanted, viz. an
eduoation which helped their ohildren to ssoure
government service or enter some learned profes-
pion. Hence the top-heaviness and ill-balanced
advance. This very characteristic of Indian educa-
tion, its predominantly literary quality which
made the middle classes take to it with such
avidity, is now proving its curse, particularly in
the secondary schools. A system such as ours
which sarves the middle classes more than the
masses of the people cannot serve even the former
for all time. There is & }imit to which the govera-
ment offices and the academic professions can
find room for the parasitic products of the educa-
tional institutione. The object of any sound
goheme of secondary education is to prepare
the students for life and citizenship. This oould
not be aohieved by a system which ignores the
realities of life and the requirements of the
nation. The system in India stands condemned
aven in the official eyes. “ The major portion of
the boys who pass through the full secondary .
course,” we ara told by the writer of the Govern-

_ment report on India in 1924-25, “enter the

world with little preparation for citizenship.'™

i That they are ill-equipped for 1ife and are unable

to obtain an honourable living is evidenced by the
yearly inoreasing number of unemployed youths
among the educated middle classes,

In marked oontrast to the conditions in
India, we find the system In Japan designed
boys and girls for their

future in life. We find there the literary
and vooational gsides of educatiom better
balanced, with oonsiderabla fl:xibility to suit

variations in local and individual needs. The
course which is for5 years in a middle school
includes morals, Japanese language, Chinese olase-
fos, foreign laoguages ( Eoglish, German or
French ), history, physios and chemistry, law and
economios, industry, drawiug, singing and gymna-
stios. Training exercises in industry may be given
ounteide in school hours. To the reguiar course
desoribed above, a supplementary courge of one
year or less may be added for thoss who have
completed it, and if looal ociroumstanees require,
a preparatory course of 2 years may be added for
entrants who have not completed an ordinary
elementary sochool course. The course of instru.
otion in & girls' high sohoo! is even more fl xible.
Ordinarily it is for & years, but it is iu some
cases limited to three or fuur For those who
desire, a course in domeatio soience ig also added.
There ara some schools giv ng instruo'i.n only
in the domestio cour-e. Gi:ls who wish to take
only patt of the course are permitted to do so
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Under special circumstances, foreign language and
some other subject may be omitted from the eourse,
and if local circumstances require, pedagogios,
law and economics, mannal arts, industrial work
and other useful subjects may be taught in addition.
For the benefit of girls who wish to have higher
eduoation, a post-graduate or higher course of 2 or
3 yonrs, is also added on to the regular course in
girls' high schools, The need for both boys’ middle
schools and girls’ high schools is, we learn
inoreasing steadily. At the end of March last year,
there were 3'3 middle schools for boys and 54
schools for girls, to every 1000 sq, miles.

The problem of vocational instruction 1is
solved in Japan by technical schools imparting
practical knowledge and skill to the scholars
in various voocations., The oourse in these
schools is also marked by considerable flexibility
and much i» left to the discretion of the founders so
as to suit the speoial needs of different industries
and trades and localities. The growing popularity
of these schools is evidenced by the fact that the
scholars on the rolls have nearly trebled during the
last decade, inoreasing{ rom 93,736 in 1916 to 268,-
875in1925. There were 812 schools in the counfry
last year, or an average of 5:4 gochools to avery 1000
sq. miles, Technical continuation schools are yet
another type which give to boysand girla engaged
in vocations, after completing the ordinary elemen-
tary schools, useful knowledge and art relating to
them, and, at the same time, furnish education
necessary in daily life. The number of such
sohools last year was 25,448. The scholars benefi-
ting by them totsl 1,053,553. The state of technicsl
and industrial education in India may be imagined
from the fact that in 1924—1923, for such a huge
sub-continent as ours, with itsJnumerous millions
woltering in poverty, there were only 346 schools
with 20,045 students in them!

Coming to the field of higher eduocation, we
note that here also the advance made by Japan is
remarkable. The number of institutions has more
than doubled daring the last deoade, from 244 in
1916 to 458 in 1925. The number of scholars has
inoreased three times, from 59,843 in 1916 to 163,715
in 1925. Among the institutions established for
higher education oome first in importance the
higher schools, whose object is to complete the
general eduoation for young men. These schools
have two courses—the ordinary and the higher, the
former covering four and the latter three years,
S8ome schools give training only in the higher
oourse, which prepares the students to enter life or
the universities. The course is of tow kinds, literary
and soientific, The higher course of literature
comprises the following subjects : morals, Japanese
language and Chinese classios, principal foreign
language, secondary foreign languages, history,
geography, outline of philosophy, paychology and
logie, law and economios, mathematios and natural
soiences. The higher soience course oconsiste of
the firat four subjeots of the above, ( with a lesser
numbsr of hours devoted for the study of lang-

uages, ) and the following : mathematios, physios,
botany and zoology, mineralogy and geography
psychology, law and economics and drawing.
The numbsr of hours for mathematics in the
Science course is 14, in & week, while in the literary
ocouraa former it is only 3. The student has to
choose any two of the foreign languages, Eaglish
Fronch or German. Sometimes, & paist gra-
duate course of one year is added on to the high
school, ths curriculum allowing & wide selection
from the following subjeots—Japansese language
Chines» classics, contemporary Chinese litera
ture, foreign langaages, historiology, philosophy
ethies, sooiology, law, politioal science, soono-
mics, mathematics, physics, chemiatry, botany
zoology, minerology, eology, astronomy, metereo,
logy,} applied chemistry, mechanical engineering
and commerce and industry, The growth in
the number and popularity of higher schools
and universities is phenomenal during the last
10 yoars. The former have increased from 9
schools with 6,466’ echolars in 1916, to 54 schools
with 36,750 scholars in 1925. The number of
universities has grown from 4 in 1916 to 34
last year, while the students in them have
increasad, from 8,230 to 54,096, The following table
gives the latest returns regarding the total number
of the different faculties in the Universities
and the number of students in them.

Law w. 9 {aculties 6,914 Students
Medioine e 18 " 5,614 "
Epgineering ... 5 " 2,569 "
Literature ae 11 " 4,633 "
Science e 3 » 931 "
Agriculture ... 4 " 1339 "
Economics . 6 ” 4,836 o
Commerce e 7 . 4,535 »
Law & Literature 4 " 552 v
Politics and

Economios ... 1 " 680
Sciences and

Engineering... 1 " 863 n
Proparatory

courses e 2D " 18,470 "

Total ... 91 54,096

Besides the afore-mentioned institutions, there are
also in Japan special schools in which advanced
instraction is given in science and arts, and special
tachnieal echools which give special instruotion
and training for vocational work. Of such achools
there were 162 in 1925, with 79,411 students on the
rolls. The following table shows the subjectS
speoialised and the number of scholars in each.
The figures are for 1923, thelatest return not being
available,

Subjects Speoial Schools Students
Literature 23 5,673
Soience 1 640
Law 6 8,631
Economiocs 4 4711
Religion 23 2,317
Mediocine 23

Pharmacy

Agrioulture 13 3,084
Iudustry 18 5,134
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Subjests Special Sohools Students.
Commerce 29 - 12,158
Navigation 1 267
Fine Arts 2 891
Muuie 1 788
Domestic Science 3 1,180
Physical Training 1 73
Total ... 155 53,7131

No wonder that Japan is marohing abead !
The following figures for India { 1924-25 ) show
“where we stand in the sphere of Collegiate and
- 8pecial education.

Colleges Scholars
Arts and Science 211 64,996
Law 13 7.960
Medicine 8 3,816
Engineering 7 1,864
Agriculture 5 583
Commerce 14 1,493
Forestry 2 134
Vetersnary 3 288
Special Schoola Scholars
Art 10 1,847
Law - 2 180
Medical 29 5,323
gnginearing 11 1,411
echnical
Industrial 346 20,045
Commeroial 137 7,099
Agriculture 16 550

The Japanese report alao gives interesting in-
“formation regarding other aspeots of Japanese

education suoh as school hygiene, libraries, kinder-
garten, schools for the defectives and arrangemente
for the training of teachers of all grades and
keeping up their proficiency. We have no space
to deal with all these topics here. Bul to one wvital
prob‘em, school health and hygiene, wa feel com-
pelled todraw the reader’sattention. The question
gains added importance to Indians by its neglect
in our eduoational institutions, In Japan, we note,
every school is compelled by the State to provide
itself with a physician * for the purpose not only
of preventing illness and other physical and
mental evils attending school life, but also of
promoting the satisfactory development of the
pupils, both in mind and body."” The employment
of nurses too, we are told, isbecoming more and
more common, The feeding of ill-nourished child-
ren and the provision of special classes for those
who are mentally and physioally weak are also
carried out wherever neceasary. Even teachers.
when they oonfract chronic diseases, like tuberou-
loais, are given help out of educational funds,
Special attention is paid to physical ¢raining and
exercise in all elementary and secordary schools,
In 1924, s National Research Institute of Physical
education has also been started with the object of
making a more systematio study of national health
problems, prosecuting the practioal study of ex-
orcise and training teachers of physical education.

EUROPE AFTER THE WAR.
By T. G. P. SPEAR.

VI THE MIDDLE EAST.

"THE student of politics is acoustomed to go to
Western Europe or the United Statea for politioal
inapiration, but for the Indian atudent the middie
East of Europs affords at least as profitable a
study. In that museum of nationalities, oreeds
-and languages, of aga long oppressions, undying
hatreds and ever olashing ambitions, the same
problems and diffioulties are presant as perplex the
Indian statesmen. It is a Iaboratory of polities,
with nations for apparatus, human passions for
-chemioals, and blood and treasure for the agents of
chemical reaction, Thus the old Austria compris-
ed several nations under one government, the old
Poland had three governments over one nation,
-@vary State had an alien minority within its fron-
tiers and every race memories of empire to stir
their ambitions, and ocenturies of oppression to
warp and embitter their minde.-

Besides seeing the " Balkanisation ™ of Austeia,
the war witnessed the resurgence of Poland, parti-
tioned in 1793 between Austria, Russiaand Prussia,
and ever einoe looking everywhere in vain for de-
liverance. Austria-treated har Polish subjeots the
beat of the three, making little attempt to dena-
tionalise them and allowing them representation in
Parliament. In consequenoce, the Poles uander Pil-
sudskl at Bret saotively supported Austria, and

formed a Polish legion at the outbreak of the war,
The ocoupation of Russian Poland in 1915 seemed
the fulfilmont of their dreams ; but German reluc-
tance to establish an effective Polish State, aud the
euspioion engondered by her long record of Bis-
marckian germanisation led to a cooling of en-
thusiasm. It continued in spite of the establish-
ment of a State under German tutelage in 1916,
and led the Poles to look to an Alliad victory for
indepeadence. With the collapse of the Germans
in 1918, the Poles found their opportunity: Pil-
sudski emerged from a German prison to seize
power and with his co-operation with the Polish
Committee in Paris, headed by the musician
Paderawski and (General Holler, the history of 1e-
vived Poland really began.

At Versaillies her independence was recognis.
ed ; Galicia { Austrian Poland ) and Pruasian Po-
laud were restored ; a corridor out through Prussia
gave acoess to the Baltic Sea, and the German port
of Danzig became a Frea City under the League of
Nations. Part of Silesia, with about half of the
coveted industrial distriots, was obtained by a
League of Nationa’ award after a plebisoite in 1921,
But the Eastern frontiers remained undefined, and
hare the restless Polish spirit found scope for its
expreasion. For, being for a century the viotim of
imperialism, Poland had imbibed the imperialistia
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spirit herself from her oppressors, and no soooer
was her governmnt established in Warsaw than
she began a compaign against the Bolsheviks, The
initial capture of Kieff was followed by defest,
and in Auguet 1919 the Bolsheviks wore at the
gates of Warsaw. Fora few days Europe held its
breath until the Poles, with French technical help,
rallied and, in their turn, again penetrated Ruesia,
The final reace in 1920 left the Polish frontier far
advanced in Russian-speaking country and a
large Russian minority within it. To the north,
Poland considered its mediseval claim to snze-
rainty over Lithuania atill valid, and, on that
State’s disinclination to join her, seized Vilna, the
ancient oapital, thus inserting am arm of Polish
territory botween Lithunia and Russia, Tts effect
has been to leave a permanent sore in the eastern
politics of Burope, and to add one more to the
States unfriendly to Poland. Within thres years
of independence, Poland had acquired territories
one third of whose inhabitants were non-Polish, and
had surrounded herself with a ring of States less
powerfu!, but not less hostile than those which had
dismembered her in the 18th century. She needed
help, and inevitably she turned to France who
would support her against Russia and Germany
and for whom she was the out-post of the West
against Russia, and the eastern sentinel of Ger-
many. But between a reviving Germany and Rus-
sia, Poland is not happy, and she has shown recent
leanings towards an understanding wi:h both,
Certain it is that unless she is able to agree on a
“modus vivendi” with her neighbours, she must
sooner or later be lismemberad again. Thers, the
oppressed turned oppressor, and beginning to be
conscience stricken, we must leave her.

Internally, Poland is faced first with a land
problem, the enforcement of an Acet for the break-
ing up of large estates being one of the principal
politioal issues. Next, she has large national
minorities amounting to a third of her twenty-
seven willions—Germans, Russians, Ukrainisns
and Jews—who are partly protected by the treaty
of Versailles, partly provided for by provineisl
decentralisation, and partly still unreconciled.
Finally, her politics are swayed by the enigmatic
personality of Pilsudski, who emerged this spring
to overthrow the peasant Premier Witos, and who
unites radical sympathies with dictatorial methods,
He ie now Prime Minister, and whether he will
prove a savjour to the State or a Polish Muassolini
will saoon be seen.

In Austria occurred the opposite process to
Poland, that of one State splitting up into many.
The Austro-Hungerian Empire. one of the most
interesting experiments of modern politics, because
it united by an imperial bond and eoconomioc inter-
ost nationalites divided by race and tradition, col-
lapsed because the predomiant partners, Austria and
Hungary rofused until too late to admitthe Slavs in-
to equal partnerghip, So the Slava broke away from
the Empire and the Germans of Ausiria and the
Magyears of Hungary were too jealous of each other

to continue it alone. From $he ruins, one new
state, Czecho-Slovakia was formed, one new state -
Poland, and two old states, Rumania and Serbia,
were aggrandised.

By tho Treaty of St. Germain, Austria was de-
prived of part of the Tyrol and forbidden tfo unite
with Germany. Huge tariff walls were erected by
the surrounding States, and she was left resource-
less, with Vienna a capital’ without an empire.
Distress occurred, infleotion ruined the currenoy,
and the country seemed sliding into ruin when
the League of Nations assumed financial control,
obtained an international loan, and restored the
country to its present position of subdued prosperity.
In Hungary, matters were both better and worsc,
Her greater resources saved her from such
complete ruin, but the greater bitterness she
invoked among her late subjects madae
recovery more difficult. The Hungarians reseot
the Treaty of Treanon whioch has left
Magyar minorities in foreign States, and the sur-
rounding powers feared an attempt to recover her
empire so much that they induced the Allies to
forbid the restoration of the Emperor Charles as
King of Hungary, and finally to exila him to
Madeira. Thus the-fruit of self-determination was
a denial of its own principla,

The new State of Czecho-Slovakia is the
historical Bohemia, with the addition of the less
advanced Slovaks inhabiting the narrow strip of
territory which runs to the Carpatheans, Bohemia
has long been a Slav wadge driven into the main
Teutonic bloe, and today is the most enterprising
and industrially developed of the Slav Stales. Under
the wise leadership of its President Dr. Masaryk,
its Foreign Minister Dr. Beaes, and M. Stefanik,
it bas become one of the most prosperous and stable
of the post war European States, and the recent
inclusion of Germans in the Government show
that even the German minority is becoming recon-
ciled. The rest of;Austria-Hungary went to Poland,
Rumania and Serbia. The Croats and Slovenes
were go numerous and important that they formed
with the Serbians tha new truine kingdom of
the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, generaliy known as
Yugo-Siavia, Here the harmonious fusion of the more
advanced Croats with the peasant Serbians has been
the chief problem, the Serba under the veteran M.
Pashich advocating centralisation, the Croats under
M. Ruditeh the federal principle. Finally, there is
Rumania which has absorbed the Hungarian pro-
vince of Transylvania, and the Russian province
of Bessarabia. Both contain alien minorities. Its
internal problems are chiefly the satisfying of the
peasants, land hunger by epliting the great estates
of the landlords, difficulties of inflation and in-
dustrial activity, and -the reconciliation of mino-
rities, which they have as yot made very tittle effort
to do. Thus each of these States has either alien
minorities within it, or compatriocts under unfriend-
ly governments without; each has grievanoes which
can never be remedied without injustice to others,
ambitions which can never be realised without.
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Toss to others. In all the snocession states, national
"passions have been g0 stimulated by war and sue-
- oegs that they have overridden all economic In-
~ " terests in erecting tariff walls around Austria and
Hungary. The Middle East of Europe has been
Balkanised.

Diplomatio development has taken the form
-of a ring of allied States around Austria and
Hungary, on the same principle as the French ring
round Germany. Dr. Benes is the architect of
this alliance known as the Little Entente, which
" inoludes Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania and Yugo-
Slavia. Through Czecho-Slovakia, the Little
Eotente is linked with France, who eees in it
both & defence against Hungary and a bulwark
- sgainst Rusasia. Italy is the disturbing factor in

this system, and as her rivalry with France

-develops, she may try to detach the
Little Entente from ¥remch influence. She
has recently held out to Rumania the bait
-of recognition of her claims to Bessarabia, but
‘has since caused disappointment by delaying
ratifioation of the Treaty.

The treatment of minorities is the ohief in-
‘ternal problem of the Middle East of Europs to-
day, It is this which gives it Its interest to
“India, for the European minority and Indian com.
munal problems are, in essence, the same—how are

-mommunities and races inextricably Intermixed
~with long traditions and ancient enmities to live
peaceably together without outside control? The
Bismarokian system was foroible assimilation, the
‘Hungarian eystem permanent subjection of the one
to the others; the ;post-war syatem has been an
attempt to reconocile minorities by safeguarding
-clauses in Treaties. Bo far this has no¢ been con-
-spicuously sucoessful, partly because of the lack
of gaod will In the majority government, and parily
because the minority bas always a foreign country
-t0 which it can look for sympathy. But not encugh
‘time has yet passed for any definite judgment to
be made, Greece and Turkey have tried a different
.method, whose success wea shall consider latar.

Feoar is the dominant motive of Middle Eastern
‘international politios, fear of Hungary and Austro-
German union, fear of Russia, foar of Italy, fear
of each others’” ambitions. The speotafor who
soeg hatred and confusion .in the place of unity
and prosperity is ‘tempted to adapt Taine's dictum
-of the old French aristooracy, and to say of Austria
““'Nover was a State 80 worthy of empire as at the
momoent of losing it.” But if confidence and good
will should replace foar and ancient hatreds, a
fres assooiation of peoples may yet replace what
was at best a formal and lifcless imperial unity
and become a League of Nations in miniature,
Uatil that happens the Middlie East will continue
to be the paradise of “the old diplomacy,” in the
worst sense of the term, whosa attributes are
thus desoribed by Henry Vaughan.

“The darksome Statesman hung with weights
and woe

Like a thick midnight fog mov'd there so
slow.
He did not stay, nor go;
Condemning thoughts (like sad Eolipses) scowl
Upon his Soul
And Clouds of erying witnesses withont
Puarsued hini with one shout.
Yot dig’d the Mole, and, lest his ways be found
‘Work't underground,
Where be did olatoh his prey, but one did see
That policie,
Churohes and altars fod him, Perjuries
Wera goats and flies,
It rained about him blood and tears, but he
Drank them as free.
T. G. P. SPEAR.

REYIEWS,

INDIAN WORKMEN IN BURMA.

A SURVEY OF INDIAN LABOUR IN BURMA.
By A, NARAYAN RAO, 1926. 8 Anaas.

THIS ia a vory useful addition to the altozether
soanty literature desoribing labour conditions in
the different parts of the sountry, It is written by
Mr. A. Narayan Rao, M. L, C.,, who has bzen nomi-
nated by the Burma Government as 8 member of
the Provincial Legislative Counecil to represent
labour interests. Thers are, at presont, in Burma
§00 factories controlled by the Indian Faotories
Aot with 1,00,000 employees. There are also about
20,000 workers employed in mines. About 23,000
are employed in Railways. In shipping and in
dooks thera may be about 25,000 persons emploved.
Mr. Narayan Rao statea that among the unskilled
workers the proportion of Burmese, Indians and
Chinese is 19, 80 and 4 p. e. respectively and among
the;skilled workera the proportion is 34, 55 and 6 p. o.
Thus Indinus form a majority of workers in
organised industries in Burma, their proportion in
uaskilled work being very preponderant. Of the

' Indian workers in Burma the Telugus form 40 p. o.

and Hindustanees 16 p. 0.

In his first chapter Mr. Narayan Rao deals
with the method of recruitment. Indian workers
for Burma are not generally reornited directly.
They are recruited genersally through * Maigtris'
or labsur-contractors who induece Indian workers
to leave their home by giving a generous advaunce
of money, averaging more than Rs. 100 per indivi-
dual. Thia advance isrecovered afterwards from the
wages of the workers, Under the Workmen's
Breach of Contract Act the advance of money en-
abled the employer and the oontractor to have a
firm hold upon the workers. But the Actis now
repealed and it remains to be seen how the syastem
works without it. Mr. Narayan Rao jightly com-
plaing that while the Government of India bave pro-
hivited the practice of recovering advances made
t> workera who go to Ceylon and Malaya and other
Colonies, they should still allow this practice to
exist in India itself. There is hardly any difforence
betwean Tamil workers going to Ceylon and Telugu
workers going to Burms. For the trouble of recruit-
ment the maistry is compensated by the employers
by being miven Ra. 5 to Ra. 10 per worker recruited
and be also exaots a levy upon the monthly or the
weekly wage of the worker besides recovering the
advance made by him to the worker.

The British India Staam Navigation Comnpany
als0 helps recruitment by engaging agenis to cau~
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vass for passengers in those districts from whien
workera in India emigrate from Burma. But the
voluntary migration of workers is ona very small
soale, and even when workers migrate voluntarily
when they arrive in Burma, they have generally
to secure work through the Maistry.

The second chapter deseribes the mirary from
which the workers suffer diring the voyage. He
says : “In the busy season the steamer carries
thousands of passengers and it is & common sight
to see them lying helfer-skelt r all over the floor
with hardly any space to move about. It is some-
thing like a caravan-—pots, mats, bones, men, women
and children all huddled together with effluvia on
one side and vomitting and ocecasionally other
discharges on the other.” In spite of this during
the last ten .years the pastage rates have been
doubled.

The third chapter deals with the wvolume of
immigration and emigrution of Indiavs in Burma,
During the period of six years from 1919 to 1924,
20,88,848 Indians went to Burma and 16,92,362 re-
turned to India, leaving 3,96,416 Indians se!tled in
Burma. The migration is seasonal depending
upon monsoon conditions and upon increased de-
mand for labour in agriculture and rice-mill in-
dustry.

As regards the effect of Indian immigration in
Burma Sir Morgan Webb says that * its rosuli-
ant ethnical effect is insignificant. The migrant
races may modify, but can naver submerge the
Burmesa population.” In spite of this statement,
prejudice against Indian immigration is being
created whiocb, as Mr. Narayan Rao states,
is not so much due to differences in gocial and
economio standards as to the migratory tendency
of the Indians. The author also quotes Mr.
Grantham who says:—"* To a nation alive to the
conditions, the present number of Indians and
their rate of in®rease offer no menace. There will
be room for them always. But while the Indians
may come to Burma and wark for the advantage
voth of themselves and Burma, there are at least
no signs that.they will within any reasonable time
dispossess the Burmese and convert Burma into an
Indian country."”

In the next tyo chapters the author describes
the eovils of the contract system of work. In the
first place, the worker does not work directly
under the oontractor. Thera is sub-contraoting
apd sub-sub-contracting. The employer paya the
maistry, the Maistry pays the gangmsn, and the
gangman pays the labourer. So at each step, after
the wage leaves the hands of the employer, it
undergoes several deductions. Mr. C. F. Andrews
has also testified to the existence of bribery and
corraption in this system. In the rice-mills, whare
over 37.000 workers are workiog, it is a8 common
practice with some maistries to cut 5 p. o. from
the bill of each section at the time of paying the
wages, and so do the sectional mai-trize in their
turn. The contractor also, on cocasions, runs a
mess and makes profit thereby. The saw mills
and petroleum refineries Lave no contract system.
But a practice exiets by which a labourer has to
pay to the maistry, at the time of getting em-
ployment, one to three months' pay aud thereafter
contribute a rupee per month and pay other
ocustomary tips. 1n the shipping industry the
majority of men work under the labour maistries
of the stevedores., Where the maistry is paid in
proportion to the number of men he engages, he
generally engages fower men than what he is
paid for, and pockets the remaining wages. Besides,
the workers have also to render some kinds of
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service free to the Head Maistry and tho Gang-
Maistry.

The next three chapters deal with housing
eounditions, houra of work, health, wages and prices.
The employers call the Indian worker a ** Migrant
Bachelor”; but they do not reslise that he is
not a ‘ Migrant Bachelor’ by choice, but he is so-
by compuleion. If he is paid well and if adequate
housing accommodation is provided, ha too will
care to have a home and a wife. The Report on
the Faotory Aot for 1921 writes :—'“A tendenoy to
allow cocly lines to become dilapidated through
lack of timely repair needs checking.” In Ranzoon
the rents are very high and there is great over-
ocrowding. For a tonement of 300 equare fert of
floor space, the rent varies from Rs 25 to Rs. 40
per month. If is & ecommon practice for workers
to live ¥0 to 40 persons in a room, paying a
monthly rent of Re. 1-8-0 per head.

The author states that in rice-mills, shipping
compauies and in saw mills, the standard hours
fixed by the Factory Act are notrigidly follow-
od. The shipping companies are not uander the
Factory Act and perhaps the two kinds of fac-
tories mentioned get an exemption from the local
Government under the powers vested in them. In
rice-mille work is carried on day and night. The
factories may work for twelve hours for 314 mon.
ths, for 16 hours with one or two shifts for one
month, and for night and day with double shiftu
for one month and a balf The long houra of
work and bad housing conditions are sure to tell
upon the health of the workers, The mean ratio
of death per thousand during the past five years in
industrial centres like Rangoou, Akyab, Ineein,
Tharawaddy, Pegu, Prome, Thourgor. Heanzsada,
Tavoy and Mergni has been, 42.9, 36.3, 29.8, 294,
30,98, 30.6, 32. 31, 27.59 respectively.

‘While considering the question -of wages it is
to bo remembered that Indian workers in Burma
do not get work for all the months of the year. It
may be stated that on an average he gets work
only for six months in the year. Unskilled workers
in rice-mills, saw mills, petroleum refineries, and
rubber plantations get about Rs. 20 a mont];.
The shipping workers get Re. 1-8-0 per day; but it
iz difficult for these men to get work for more
than 15 days in & month. Some interesfed people
draw the inference from the amounts of postal re-
mittances made by the Indian workers from
Burms to India, that these workers are paid well.
But they forget that the workers have wives and
children who are geterally left behind in Tndia
and when they send money to them theg do so by
starving themselves and by living in misery.

Sooial conditions are no better than the eco-
nomic conditions. Liquor and opium shops follow
the wake of workers in factories and mines, on
rail roads and plantations. The disproportlon
botwean the two sexes is very great, leading to pro-
stitution. According to the Ceposus Report for
1921 the Indian population had 6,53,980 men aud
3,33,097 women. Education and recreation are
glso neglocted, TUnder these conditions labour
unrest must be chronic. Although labour in Bur-
ma is not mueh organised, during the last two
years there were two very big strilkes. On 6th of
May 1924 the stevedore workers of the qut Trust
went on strike for batter wages and continued !;he
fight for over two weeks. Unfortunately, having
no good leaders, the strike was unsuccessful. Again, .
io August 1925 the Irrawady Flotillas crew oon-
sisting of 10,000 workers went on strike for over &
month with the same result. There is great need.
for thelorganisation of these workers. The Burma.
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“Labour Assoeciation, No.1 Strand Road, Rangoon,
~with a membership of a few thousands, is the only
organisation in the country.% . . . 8 1 .

The oconditions described by Mr. Narayan Rao
need the immediate attention of the Provincial
Goveroment and of the Government of India.
“Very lit'la improvement can be effected wunless
great efforts are made. The author has rendered
distinct eervioe to the cause of Indian labour in
Burma and deserves to be congratulated for this

production.
N. M, JOSHI.

INDIAN HOME RULE.
INDIA, BONDOR FREE: A WORLD PROBLEM.
By ANNIE BESANT, (G, P. Patoam’s Sons, Ltd.,
London). 1926. 9 x 514 pp. 199. 7s. 6d,

It epesks volumes for the wonderful activity
of De. Annie Besant’s brain that at the age of
eighty, though apparently completely engroesed in
proclaiming to the threa principal oontinents the
advent of the great World Teacher, she has yet
found time to put together the present volume on
a totally different subject. The title chosen for tha
book is characteristic and, though it does not give

-any elue to the contenta of the book at firat sight,
it willbe found to be sufficiently justified after
its perusal. It is full of facts and figures culled
from unimpeachable sources and, though stariling,
the facts cannot be said to be new discoveries ; but
it is the wonderful marshalling that they have re-
osived at the hands of Dr. Besant ‘hat impart to
them a very telling effeot. And when Dr. Besant
can array her facts in such ap eloquent manner, it
is no wonder that the book is singularly free from
upmannerly invectives,

Apart from the Introduotion which is a maaster.
Piece in its own way, the book treats of thres
different though allied subjeots. The flrst deals
with the Indian village and shows how the ancient
village oommuny, so dear to the heart of Sir
H. Maine, tlourished in India or, rather, in
the whole of the Indian ocontinent in their prig-
tine purity.and power until the advent of the Bri-
tish who deliberately rot about to kill it apd car-
ried their purpose into execution. The sccond
chapter deals with educationand shows that, while
before the advent of the British the village was
literate, the destruction of the village community
spso faclo destroyed that literary, and now, after
‘over & century and halt of Britieh rule, with its
profuse profersions for the spread of education,
only one village out of seven has what may be
called an apology for a school, presided over by a
notoriously underfed and underpaid teacher.
‘The anxiety of the British Raj for the spread of
oducation may be easily guaged from the fact
that they spend barely one penny per head per
year on eduoation, when even Russia spends 734
pence and the United States 16 ehillings. And
yet the Raj claima credit for its desire to
abolish illiteracy!

Dr. Besant next turns to industries and here
the tale is, if anything, much more saddening. Here,
not only the sina of omission but those of com-
mission are axposed, and the professed adherence
to fres trade prinociples mre shown to bs down-
right mookery after the British Governwent had
resorted to every oconoeivable way to destroy
Indian industries. This desire to kill or starve
Indian industries is not solitary, but may be traced
oconsistently throughout, from beginning till the
present day, and may be safely depsnded on to con-
4inue under the bureaucraoy. All talk of encourag-

ing true Swadeshi that one finds indulged in by the
Government officials from top te bottom may be
appraised at its true zero value when one !ealtses
the meaning and trend of the industrial policy ex-
posed in this ohaoter. The only pity of_it. to our
mind, is that Indian siatesmen and pqtrlots some-
times do not sbow that they have realized the full
mesning and the value to be attached to those
protestations. . .

Thus Dr. Beeant shows that British rule in
India is inefficient in the mattera that concern the
nation’s life, that India is slowly wasting away
and will inevitably perish if allowed to continue
in the present state. Tha ouly remedy lies in
“ Self-Rule for India” since to rule itsslf is the
right of every Nation. In Chaptel."u IVand V are
described the suecessive stages of “The awakening
of India " and “ the movements set on foot for
obtaining Home Rule for India.” They embody
tho political history of our own time», ag it were in
a nutshell, Lastly comes Dr. Besant’'s Common-
wealth of India Bill, now officially aocep'ted by
the Labour Government in England, which is
pledged to produca it as an official Bill whenever it
comes into power.

Before concluding, we may show rhat Dr.
Besant means by the sub-title of the Book “a World
Problem. ” “If India be fully admitted into the
Commonwaealth of Nations, if she possesses Do-
minion Status at home as well as abroad, then may
8 World Peace brood over our saethmg_nauon.s.
“The Future of India will, I hope, be united with
that of Britain for the sake of both nations and for
the gake of Humanity at 1arge, for they supply each
other's defects, and united ocan do for the Worlq a
service that neither can do alome.” Otherwise,
the “'clash of colour” may oause a fearful war in
which the present oivilization will go down as
other civilizations before it have gone down.

sy K.K.G.

A SOCIAL SURVEY.
A SOCIAL SURVEY OF THE C!TY OF EDIN-
BURGH: BY MARJORIE RACKSTRAW Pub-

lished by the Couucil of Sooial Servioe
Edinburgh (Olive and Boyd. Edinburgh. )1926.
814 x514 102 pp. Price one Snilling.

This little pamphlet gives a general survey of
the various aotivities in sooial service thqt are to
be found in the city of Edinburgh. A review oan
only draw attention to the usefulness of the ocom-
pendium for sll who ate studying suoh subjeots
and desire to see what others have been able to_do.
The chapters deal with public health, housing,
education, adult education, education under sohooi-
age, maternity and child welfare, siokgass and,
disablement, industry, recreation. delinquenoy,
mental disorders and defects, and public and volun-
tary assistano. There is much even within the
short compass of this little book of 100 phges that
will ba found useful to social workers.

Edinburgh is not a oity that is generally con-
sidered to be in the vanof progress inauch matters;
and when we find its death-rate to ba 14.8 per thou-
sand, compared with 16.1 in Glasgow, we are apu
to give the credit to its natural advantages rather
than to the efforts of its people. But let us turn to
eduoation and ponder over this account of Edin-
burgh's continuation Schools: “It is estimated thas
ovar 70 per cent of the young persons bestween
the ages of 14 and 18 are in voluntary attendanoce
at evening classes. The number last year, inolud-
ing 2052 in adult olasses, was 19,891, baing more
than the total earolled in the Giasgow area........
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The provision of technical workshops is probably
unique in Great Britain. Education is given in
almost every industry carried on in the city from
hair-dressing to acetyline welding and motor-body
building...... ...There are also two * eompulsory
centres * for young persons between 16 and 18 years
E:. age, who are in rteceipt of unemployment bene-
Ome is amused to note the frequent compa-
risons in 'the book with Edinburgh’s brawny
brother on the other side of Scotland, Such rivalry
In good works is healtby and stimulatiog.
N. M.

CHRISTIANITY AS BHAKTI MARGA.

CHRISTIANITY AS BHAKT! MARGA.ByA.J.
Appasamy. (Christian Literature Society
for Indis, Madras )} 19206. 744 x5. pp. £32.
Re. 1-0-0.

We very much wish Dr. Appaswamy had
written on a theme so large, vast and deep, not in
the beginning of his literary ocareer, but almost at
the end, when he would bave grown in wisdom
and spiritual experience., Qur first impression of
the book has been a disappointing one, and the
more we have thought of the book the more we
bave been confirmed in that impression. In every
way the theme of the book is difficult to deal with,
one of the most dificult we ean think of, and there
aro few men, not only in Hindusfan but in the
whole world, who can deal with itin a manner
satisfactory to themselves, let alone the world.
The interpretation of the Gospel of St. John alone
in any original manner ought to make one hesitate

long before he launchea on the enterprise, and we -

have looked in vain for a single mew thought in
regard to it in the book. Rather, we have found a
number of things with which we are in profound
disagreement, and we find that the author’s inter-
pretation is neither mystioal, which it profdssedly
aims to be, no rorthodox, nor Indian, nor, fo put
it more properly, Hindu, which also it aims to be.

Besides this, we take strong objection to the
method that Dr. Appaswamy has chosen, viz, one
of comparing and contrasting the Hindu Bhakti
Marga with that of St, John, with the deliberate
aim of showipng the superiority of the latter. Even
at its best, the method may be open to sericus
objection, but as it is followedlhers, it is grossly
unfair to Hinduism. The treatment of the latter
is exoeedingly fragmentary and we do pot think
Dr. Appaswamy has understood or even studied t+ e
great classics of the Hindu Bhakti movement. To
take the best in Christianity as our author under-
stands and finds it in a single book of the New,
Testament, where naturaily most of the ideas hold
together in & sort for natural unity, and then to com-
pare and ocontrast it with whatever he selects at
random from a very large number of authors belong-
ing isseveral schools of the Bhakti movement—
this anything but fair to the Iatter. Nor is it sound
scholarship. Moreover, much of the criticism of
some of the leading ideas of Hinduism, such as
Karma eto,, is of the same kind as the missionaries
have made all these hundred yoars.

The present reviewer is sorry that he has to
oriticise this book ao advergely, but that is because
he knows something of the Bhakti movement first-
hand, and it is that which has proved to him to be
the best commentary to books like the Gospel of
8t. John. He therefore sincerely hcpes that

before venfuring to write another book of this kind"
our author would enter deepsr within himaself and
into the great Bhakti classics of the Hindus and
also, above all, into the spirit of Christ.

MANILAL C. PAREKH.

SHORT NOTICE.

SOME FIRST THINGS. By MARK. (The Society
of 3. Peter & PauJ, Litd, ) 1926. 6 x 4. pp. 63.

'S‘_JPPOSING you found the driver of a motor oar

going round the same circle of roads every day,

not knowing why, with no purpose of mind, you

would say “ what folly 1" and very soon you would

add ‘' “ what waste | " “ what waste of & car, what

waste of petrol, and, most of all, what waste of a

man |” " Buatunfortunately this is the story of
most people in this world. Every one is so busy:
but if you stop him for a minute and ask him

what the purpose of it all is, he will probably bave
no answer., He himself does not know. He just.
goesg round and round. That is all, he just drifts in

life driven by circumstances and his own ios-

tincta and desires, But, as the Bishop points cut,
it is a dead fish that drifts and it can only drift

down-atream,

So it is very useful to be called back at times
to consider the ‘First Things' and the purposes and
aims of our life in this world. The author has
given us a very raefreshing little book of six chap-
ters. Each chapter has a summary attached at the
end. They were given in the form of instructions
to Christian hearers in Colombo during Lent in
1925. They were first published in booklet form in.
Ceylon and are now published in England, which
shows how the public appreciate the Bishop’s ad-
dresses. They can be read with great benefit by
non~Christian readers as well. No cne will grudge:
I(;he kfew pence and the two hours spent on the littie -

cok.

J. STEPHEN NARAYAN.

BNOKS RECEIVED.

SCOTLAND YARD. By JoserH GorLLoMe, ( Hatehineox.

& Co., Ltd., London.) 94x6. pp. 284, 18s.

THE CAMBRIDGE ANCIENT HISTORY, Voi.IV.-THE.
PERSIAN EMPIRE AND TEE WESI. By J. B. BURY,.
§. A.COOE, & F. E. ADCOCE. ( Cambridge University *
Press, Combr:dge. } 1926. 9} x 62. pp. 698. 35s.

IN UNENOWXN ARABIA. By Malor R, E. CHEESMAN.
( Macmillan & Co., Ltd. London, ) 1326. 10x 61§, pp. 447.
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CHARLES HARDLESS, Senior, Retd. #
) Government Expert in handwriting and Senior
% Handwriting Expert, India. Can be consulted ;.‘
in matters of disputed writings and signatures §
in all scripts. R Present address :— a
15, CawnpPORE R0AD, ALLAHABAD. g
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