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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

His EXCELLENCY the Vioeroy with Lady Irwin paid
on Tuesday a visit to the Secvants
of India Sooiety and contributed

Re. 500 to its Fire Relief Fund. Hip letter accom-
papnying the dopation is reproduced in facsimile on
the last page. The Socioty is deeply grateful to
H., E., not only for the generous donation, but for
the gracious manner in which it was made and
for the kinA words of encouragement and appre-
oiation which accompained it.
* * *

TEE transparent sincerity of Lord Irwin and his
manifest desire to understand have

won him the regard and goodwill
of all with whom he came in con.

tact during his visit to Poona. One of the to our
mind perbaps most pleaging inoidents was when, in
his reply to the Suburban Municipality’s address,
which bad enlarged on “the improvement of our
area which already possesses innumerablé palatial
residences and meny magnificent buildinge,” he
“ vecognized tbe legitimaoy of their pride,” but
asked them ** pot to forget that it is only the fow
who can afford to live in palaces and that they re-
presented the many as well as the fow; ” and that
the goal of their efforts ought to be “to provide
every inhabitant, however humble, with a house
that mey be in a real pence 8 home.” A gimilar
note, revealing the manbehind the viceregal offige,
he strtuck when in a homely few worde at the
Hadapsar village meeting he contrasted the prin-
oiple of co.operation, which lay tehind the efforts
of the Hadapsar Cc-operative Credit Socisty, with
the prinoiple of competition in industry earnestly
askipg his hearers ever {0 pin their faith to co-
operalion rather than to competition, As regards
communalism, His Excellency in his reply to the
Moslema’ address Jaid it down that “the only justi-
fication of communal representation is that it
should be the means through which every commu-
nity should feel free to give what it can o the
common cause in the service of India,” and that
otherwise it has but “the effect of narrowing the
horizon of cur loyalty and what was designed to
promote the cause of unity may quickly become
the seed-bed of division.” He also admitted that
“it ia to the advantage that Government service
should draw recruits from all sections of the
people,” but added—we say it with a »sigh of re-
lief—that there could be "no question of apportion-
ing a share of posts to the various communities,”
. Unfcrtunately, from his subsequent ramarke, one
slmoat gained the impression that this, the only
tound prinociple, was only going to be pafe-
guarded for the Govermment of Indis: rervices,

Fire Relief Fund.

The Viceroy
at Poona.

whiist apparently in the Provinces communalist §

demands are to be given carte dlanche. Is perhaps

this latter polioy intended as the only way of

teaching Ministers and their supporters the ulti-

mate futility of communalism @ outrance by freely

letting them have as much rope as they desire ?
- » *

WE are extremely glad to find that the Bengal
o Muslim League has declared the
India tirst ? question of musio before mosques
to be of recent growth and therefore not to ba made
a religious isene. Mr. 8. R. Das a5 Madras on the
30th July bas also contributed materially by wise
advice given to the Non-Brahmans there fo the
efforts that are increasingly being made in the diree-
tion of inter-communal amity. * The question of
raising the backward communities,” said the
Hon’ble Law Member, “ should not be locked upon
as a communal one—ons of getting a foew loaves
and fishes ‘of office for one communpnity to the ex-
olusion of the rest—but to view it as a national
question.” Sir Provash C. Mitter on the same day
at Calcutta urged the national, as against the
‘communal, view and rightly believed that the
former could easily be made fo prevail, if only
* tha different sohools of political nationalists
oould agree upon & concerted action to fight the
anti-national communalism.” That is the parti-
oularly aggravating point about the position in
Bongal that the Nationalists proper are mainly
represented there by the peopls who still profess
to believe in non-co-operation with the Govern-
ment, whilst the bulk of those who are Responsi-
vista are Communalists as well. There is a fringe
of gourse, on the one side of seotions like the Kar-
mss who are both rabidly Communalist and anti-
Government, and on the other of men like Sir
Provash, just quoted—but the latter unfortunately
are in a distressingly small minority, and their
cool commonsense is not appreciated just now.
Still, apparently there is & small beginning being
made and it is to men on either side who are com-
ing to see that the prevalent mob-rule and violence
at any rate oannot continue that Sir Bhupendra
Nath Mitra could appeal during his wiait to Qal-
outts. The despatch, however “unofficial ™, of two
members of the Central Government aa communal
peace-makers—one to Calcutta and one to Madras
—ir an earnest of the sincerity with whioh Lo:d
Irwin’s government is endeavouring o cooperate
with the best minds in either community to re-
establish communal peace. Will tha party men
respond and put India first and themselves and
their shibboletbs second ?
‘ * = )
'WE therefore doubly weloome the formation, for
—— the express purpose of combating
N.fm'.’,.."'},.m,_ communalism, of this body compos-
ed of persons who will not allow
themselves to be idontified with any seotarian
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movemernt. Lt is necessarily a non-political orga-
nization in the sense that those who belong to it
hold widely different views on political questions,
and it therefore naturally suffers from all the
disadvantages inherent in such a group. But
whatever actual work the new party is able to
achieve, the very fact that such a party is in
being whose avowed object as to discourage the
communal spirit now rampant everywhere is a
source of great comfort. That this national move-
ment could find so few sponsors amongst our
politicians is a painful thought, so widespread ate
sectional movements, and we are mobt sure that
even among those who have joined the Union
there are not men who have given to communities
what belongs by rights to the nation, men who
have put themselves forward as champions of
partioular sections. If, however, men of a truly
catholio spirit join it, we are sure it will be able
to do much good. FEven if the Union does nothing
but pronounce its opinion on suoh questions as
the Punjab Moneylenders Bill aud Constitutional
Reforms for the North-West Frontier Province,
which are appronsched by most publicists from a
communalistic point of view, the Union will supply
a very grave deficiency in the publio life of the
country to-day. If it gets prominent Hindus open-
1y to speak on the Mahomedsan side of a question,
which is slurred over by larze numbers of Hindus
and if similarly it gets prominent Mabhomedans to
speak on the Hindu side of a question, which is
generally ignored by Mahomedans, it will tend to
agsnage communal bitterness in & marked degree.
At present the need of sach an impartial body is
very aorely felt : may the I N. T, fill it!

* * *

WE very much regret to have to record the sudden
death of Professor V. G. Bijapur-
3“& ';E;’,,ﬁr',‘:f;,_ kar on Sunday last at the Samarth
Vidyalaya at Talegaon, of which he

was the founder and director. The late Professor
began his career as lecturer in the Rajaram College
at Kolhapur, where along with hia official duties
he carried on a large number of activities in his
non-official capacity, not the least important
anong which being the conduot of a Marathi quar-
terly entitled the Granthamala, whioh maintained a
high standard of scholarship and literary skill. In
fact he was the heart and soul of all public move-
ments in Kolhapur State at the time, and these
aotivities, absclutely innocent and entirely bene-
ficont as they were, afforded a pretext to the late
Maharaja Shahu Chhatrapati, who had started on
his policy of paying the most flattering compliment
of imitation to the British Government by strik-
‘ing down tall poppies in his State under ocover of
sedition. Professor Bijapurkar then founded in
1906 his National School which is known by the
name Of the Samarth Vidyalya. This was later
suppressed under the notorious Samiti Act, again
owing to unjust suspicion, but was eventually
revived mainly owing t0 the influence and effort
of 8ir M. Chaubal In the Natiopalist movement
which swept over the country in 1907-8, this insti-
tution was regarded as the principal insti-
tution of Maharashira for National Edueation.
Professor Bijapurkar was highly respected in the
Decoan as a man of the wutmost self-sacrifice,
austerity and humility., He was a close friend of
Uokhale and a sincere well-wisher of the Servants
of India Soociety, of which they had striking proof
as late as last May, when fire had gutted the
Arya Bhushan Press of the Society. ’

" * *
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LORD BIRKENHEAD'S SPEECH.

LORD BIRKENHEAD'S speech in the House of Lords
on the 28th of July received a special direo.
tion by a lettor written to the 7Times by Lord
Olivier earlier in the month. In a passage of this
letter Lord Olivier had said that * no one with any
close acquaintance of Indian affairs will be pre-
pared to deny that on the whole there is a predo-
minant bias in British officialism in India in
favour of the Moslem commupity.” Lord Birken-
head in his reply fastened on the present tense used
by his predecessor in office—"thers is 8 bias "——and

without much difficulty could assert that neither
Lord Olivier himself surely, nor the speaker ( Lord
Birkenhead), noitber Lord Reading mnor Lord

Irwin, could be accusad of such partiality. But tc
go on from this to the affirmation “ that the Gov:
ernment of India had always held the scales equal:
Iy,” is clearly a conclusion quite unwarranted by
the facts of Indian history stretohing from Queen
Victoria's 1857 Proclamation to Lord Reading’s

viceroyalty. To jump from the one to the other is
indeed “a hurried historioal sketch” with a venge-
ance. To leave outin such a connection fuorinstance

Lord Curzon's viceroyalty and his partition of
Boogal makes one doubt whether it was really only

‘hurry’ which eaused Lord Birkenhead toleave out
the policies cf the pre-Reform period. That “parily

on the ground of closer sympathy”, as Lord Olivier
puts it, British officials in the past, when oaste
rules shut them rigidly out of social intimacy with
Hindu Society, naturally found more readily com-
panionship amongst Moslsms, who moreover still

had the “master race’ traditions which the British
took over, ia surely as little open to serious doubt,
as that later on the British in India naturally

turned to the “loyal,” because eminently conser-
vative, not to say stagnant, Moslem community

for“a make-weight against Hindu npationalism ™

( Liord Olivier's words again ), when the Indian Na-
tionalist movement first arose and troubled the
hitherto placid waters. The thing is beyond contro-
versy and that the present gemeration of Seore-
taries of State and Viceroys is no longer Philo-
Moslem is not a faot which proves it falee.

The history of the pre-Reform period is re-
levant, all the same, because, if the Government of
India had always stood out for the test of merit,
Juite irrespective of communal oconsiderations, it
would have hammered it into the heads of all con-
cerned that the old “ master tradition ™ of paternal
favouritism and appointment by nomipation was
out and done with, and that therefore those, who
wanted loaves and tishes; would have to be alert
about it and rely on their own wits and not on
pedigre or wealth. Itis absurd to expect thata
British Government in India conld have actedlike
this in Vietorian days : but it is equally absurd now
to deny that British policy, such as it naturally
was, is guite innocent of the present coq:munsl
tension, however genuinely men like Lords Olivier
and Irwin to-day may deplore it and work as sincers
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peace-makers. Lord Birkenhead admits that “ the
system of communsl representation tende to stereo-
type the cleavage *” and it is unnecessary surely to
repeat again that this fizatioa of the cleavage was
due to Lord Minto and not to any Indian demand.
That the 1919 Reoforms without communal electora-
tes would have rendered * Hindu-Moslem relations
almost certainly much more violent and emblitter-
ed ” ig another rash assertion of Lord Birkenhead's
whioch is incapable of proof. The orisis brought
about by a Reform Act which would have left oat all
pommunal electorates might have been acute (ever
that is not a foregone coneclusion ), but anyhow Iu
would not have lasted and by this time India would
have got over the “ growing pains ™ and the crisia
and settled down to a politioal life in which “ocom-
mupal representation would”™ not have “been
stereotyped.” No Englishman has ever said that
he personally liked or approved of the system of
communal electoratea: yet up to and including
Lord Birkenbhead sll British rulers of India have
hitherto at least tolerated what they personally
know to ba a vicioua system : just to save them-
selves trouble, not because the thing was inevit-
able, It is this sort of thing which makes Indians
soceptic about the genuinenesa of the British * tru-
steeship” in India and makes them so often poig-
nantly realize the great gulf which divides Bri-
tish professions and British traditions from the
policies and performances of British rule in India.

And one coan help suoh musings all the less
surely, when one sees the almost avid, not to eay
indecent, eagerness with which Angls-Indians.
from Lord Birkenhead downwards, seize upon the
present communal disturbances, to decry all. fur-
ther progress fowards Dominfon status on the part
of India. Lord Birkenhead, it is true, now only
speaks of the “acoeleration of the statutory date for
the revision of tha Constitution™—as if anybody to-
day, when 1926 is mora than half gone already,
expeots that the Royal Commision would be set to
work before 1929 by & Couservativea Government in
England. To-day Lo:d Birkenhead and friends
talk of the Royal Commission’s date: in two years
time one oan already hear them exgpatiating on
the impossibility of constitutionsal progreas itself,
either because there are such commuunal animosi-
ties In India still, or hocause only two years ago
there have bean. It would appear to us that such
suspicions in the Indian mind must be pronounoced
legitimate, aslong Bs tha Secretary of State and
his subordinate government do not nail the flag of
their policy to the mast of anti-communalism.
If theoy agreed to a revision of our Constitution in
the way of responsible government, they might
well make it conditional upon such broadly demo-
oratio Constitution being accepted and .agreed to,
not only by a majority of the Indian Nation, but
by an at least equally large majority of our mino-
rity communities. If the Government of India did
$his and in the meantime did its best to quench
the heat of communalism throughout the couatry,

ita bona fides would be manifest. The oconditions i

for self.government would be there, for us to take
them or to leave them. Weo might ohoose the one
or the other, but in any csse we would no longer be
in the humiliating position of being promised
sweets, if we are a good little boy. Fine words
butter no parsnips, as Lord Birkenhead knows only
too well. If he really longs for Indians to"oom-
pose their bitter differances” and thus to qualify
for respopsible government, he really ought to do
more than make mera speseches, which, nnaccom-
panied by such oonorete proposals, as we have sug-
gested, are and oan only be sheer platitudes.

THE BRITISH MONEYLENDERS BILL.

THE furore of Hindu and Sikh opposition to a
Moneylenders Bill moved by a, Mahomedan mem-
ber in the Punjab Legislative Council presents a aad
contrast fo the cordiality of weloome which all
parties vied with one aunother in acoording toa
similar Bill in the British Parliament. The former
Bill (row an Aot) fs mildness itself in comparison
to the latter; for it merely enforoes the keeping
of regular acoounts and the furnishing of them
to the borrowers, wherens the British Bill, in addi~
tion to very stringent provisions in this behalf,
makes it inoumbent on the moneylenders to take
out licenses, restricts the rate of interest charged
and imposes several other onerous econdifions
on moneylenders. Even so, mot only did sll
the political parties in England warmly suppork
the measure, but the moneylenders themselves
acocepted the general principles underlying it and
certainly had no objection to urge against the
provision which casts on the moneylender the
obligation to supply information as to the state of
the loan. Against this, a much simpler Bill
embodying the most elementary regulations

‘| proved by the universal experience of all coun-

tries to bs necessary to prevent the many abuses
to which the profession of money-lending is in~
bhorently liable finds in the Pupjab no prominent
supporter ontside the community to which the
mover of the Bill belonga. This fact ia the measure
of the havos Communalism makes of the Nation-
alism of the best amongsat us, and the effects of
communalismt are no less rninous beoause it is
In rome oases subconscious and works insidiously.
No public question has now a ochance of being
considered impartially and in its bearing on the
common weal in provinces where seotarian dif-
forences have becomoe acuta.

The British Bill first of all requires that the
agreement betweoen lender and borrower shall be
reduced to writing, that the amount actually ad-
vanoed shall be entered as loan, that the rate of
interest shall bs precisely laid down, that in re-
payments principal and interest shall ba separate-
ly stated ; thus every preoaution is taken to see
that there should be no vaguenesa about the con-
ditions of contraot entered into by the debtor with
the creditor. Further, the Bill givea power to the
borrower to get from the lender on demand on any
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subsequent aate a statement of the true position of
the transaction, The actual provisions in this
respect are given below for ready referemce, and
the reader will do well to compare them with
those in the Punjab Aot :—

8—(1) Every bill of exchange, promissory
note, bill of sale or other document given by a
borrower to & moneylender after the commence-
ment of this Act shall state the amocunt actually
lont to the borrower and the rate of interest to be
charged thereon, and where any instalment is to
be paid to the moneylender in respect of the loan
shall state the amount of every such instalment
and the date on which it is payable, showing what
part thereof is to be appropriated to principal and
what part is to be appropriated to interest in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Act.

(2) No such bill of exchange, promissory
note, bill of sale or other document shall be
enforceable for any higher sum than the amount
actually lent with interest at the rate required by
this Aot o be stated therein.

9,—(1) In respect of contracts of money-lend-
ing entered into with a moneylender before or after
the commencement of this Act the moneylender
shall, on any reasonable demand being made by
the borrower and on payment by the borrower of
the sum of one shilling, supply to the borrower or,
if the borrower so requires, to any person specified
in that behalf in the demand at any time during
the continuance of the contract of money-lending
& statement signed by the moneylender or his
agent showing—

() the amount actuslly lent to the borrower
and the rate of interest charged thereon ;
and

(4) the amount of principal outstanding and
the amount of interest accrued, due and
unpaid, or, where the loan is repayable by
instalments, the amount of every instal-
ment paid and the date on which it was
paid, and the amount of every instalment
outstanding and the date on which it will
become payable, the amount of every such
instalment being appertioned between
principal and interest in accordance with
the provisions of this Act.

(2) If a moneylender to whom & demand has
‘been made under this seotion fails without reason-
able exouse to comply therewith within one month
after the demand has been made, he shall not, so
long as the default continues, be entitled fo sue
for or recover any sum due under the contract on
account either of principal or interest, and interast
shall not be chargeable in respect of the period of
the default.

These provisions as stated above met with no
-opposition at the hands of the moneylenders who
all agreed that it is, on a long view of the matter,
to their own interest that these oonditions should
be rigorously enforced. Aganinstance we may quote
a passage from the very first witness {(a professional
moneylender } who gave evidence befora the Joint
‘Seleot Committee which sat on the Bill. “There is
no advantage to be got,’”’ be said, “by any respect-
able moneylender doing anything which is not
fair and above board to his olient. He must show
the man exactly what he ia doing, and it is to the
moneylender’s own interest, if he oan only see it,
that he should send away his oustomer knowing
what he has done, understanding the bargain that

"y

he has made, and the interest that he is going to
pay. I suggest moneylenders should be compelled
to use a form like this"”, and the witness handed in
aform used by himself. Others made several other
suggestions to improve the Bill. One such sugges-
tion was that the complete register of moneylenders
should be available for inspection on payment ofa
reasonable fee (at present one can check only
aeingle pame for a fee of 1. ). Another was, that
all conditions directly or indirectly attached to the
contract should be stated in the written document
at the siart, including any conditions aboui per-
chasing goods from the shop belonging to the money
lender and so on, and that when any securities
are disposed of in the course of a transaction, the
amount realised by their disposal should also be
stated in the particulars which are to be furnished
to the borrower.

Another moneylender, Arthur Smith by name,
made practically the same sugges$ions in regard
to the supply of information as are ocontained in
the provisions of the Bill and further added the
following :—

“In the event of any moneylenders failing,
without reasonable excuse, fo comply with seotions
4 and 5 of this Aot within one month of a demand
made by a registersd latter, the contract, the parti-
culars of which have been demanded, shall ba null
and void.”

Opponents of the Punjab Moneylenders Bill
would do well to note that while the Bill intro-
duced in Parliament proposes to penalise the default-
ing moneylender with loss of interest, the money-
lender quoted above make the contract itself void-
able. Verily, if the Punjab Act scourges the
moneylenders with whips, this Bill outlined by a
moneylender himself would scourge them with
acorpions.

As to the requirement that all moneylenders
shall be licensed, we do not propose to say anything;
but the provision limiting the rate of interest is
worthy of remark. The Bill does not lay down a
maximum rate of interest ; it only seeks to help
the Court in interpreting a “harsh and unconscion-
able transaction” within the meaning of sub-
section (1) of Section I of the Moneylenders Ac,
1900. This Aot gives power to the Courts to re-
open a transaction if they consider it harsh and
uneconscionable, but what would make the transae-
tion so was left solely to the discretion of the
Judges to determine. The present Bill purports
only to lay down a standard with referemce to
which thé Judges could determine this important
point. Lord Carson's Bill put it at 15 per cent. If
the rate of interest was lower, the transacfion
would ordinarily be regarded aspermissible, though
of course in exceptional cases the Courts would
still retain the power to decide that even a lower
rate than 15%, was exorbitant interest ; but if it was
higher, the presumption would be against the
transaction and it would be the daty of the money-
lender to prove that in the peculiar ciroumstances
attending the loan a higher rata of interest would
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be reasonable. This partioular provision there-
fore oast the onus of proving that a transaction in
question is not barsh and unconscionable on the
moneylender, and this reversal of the ‘ordinary rules
of evidence was thought to derive its justification
from the fact that, as Lord Darling, Chairman of
the Joint Select Committes put it, ** & very high
percentage of interest is in itself & suspicious oir-
cumstanoe, and that it should be for the man who is
to reoeive the very high interest to explain away the
position rather than for the man who borrowed at
the high rate.” This peroentage has now been raised
from Lord Carson’s Bill to 48 per cent. but the prin-
¢iple underlying the provision which indeed is the
koystone of the Bill, remains unaltered. In this
connexion the Uniform Small Loans law of America
may be mentioned. “The lender under this law takes
out an anpual license which costs between £20
and £21 and has to find s bond for something over
£ 200 before he can start businese. A loan is limited
to £60 and the interest is limited to 314 per cent.
per month, sll other charges being prohibited,
while misleading sdvertiesments are also forbidden.
This law has been taken up in 19 States, represent-
ing more than half the population of the United
States and in none of the States in which the law
has baen adopted has it been repealed or materially
changed."”

At this point a suggestion mada by Sir Mack-
enzie Chamier, X.C.B., C.LE, at one time Perma-
nent Secretary at the Home Office and member of
the Vieeroy's Counoil in Indis, may be mentioned.
He was sceptioal of the utility of the propossd
vestriotion of Interest, which he thought money-
lenders would oircumvent somehow or other as
they did the usury laws before, and suggested in-
stend, in him evidence, a short term statutory
limitation, preferably of six months from the acorual
of the oause of action, whiob, acoording to him,
would be more effeotive. After six months the debt
would be a debt of honour. In that case the credi-
tors would try to recover the debt before the six
months'were out, and that would, as Sir Mackenzie
said, “pull the debtor up short before he had
got hopelessly into the spider’s web.” He furthor
observed : ** Sc-called renewals would require very
careful attention ; you would have to draft the
clauee very carefully to catch the oase of go-called
renewals and to prevent them evading the statute
{of limitation).”

DEMOCRACY.

THE idea of the scolidarity between Rulers and
Ruled of which I wrote last week is'then, as I tried
to show, neceasary to the healthy life of the State.
This organio solidarity moreover is expressed in
the congent of the ruled to their rulers, which con-
sent, at one time merely implicit and traditional,
has everywhere shown the tendenoy of becom-
ing instead formal and deliberate. In other words,
ihe responsibilitiea of the ruled aro tending to
inorease steadily; for having in the past been mere-

Iy called upon to exeroise their power of veto as
a sort of last resource, they are today expected to.
expreas their consent or dissent normally and with
great frequency, The whole of this development
is therefore but a phase of that modern tendency
which claimas that good government is not enough,
unleas it also be self-government. This is the
claim of Democracy ; and it will now bonecessary
to consider, on what principle this claim bases
iteelf and whether it is justified in praotice.

Now the basio principle of Democraocy is no-
thing else than the prinoeiple of self-determination.
An act is human inasfar as it is controlled by will
and intellect ; when, as St. Thomas defines it, it
proceeds from will on acocount of knowledge of the
end. And will is self-determined: it moves itsalf,
the prinoiple of its exercise is intrinsic-—not
mechanical, moved from the outside. Man is a
rational being, but he is not all rational; he is
subject to the lawa of vegetative and sensory life
as woll. Yet reason is intended as the master of
the whole of human life, and the more perfectly
that mastery of mind over the lower instinets and
funotions is achieved, the more perfeetly human
is the result. To do a thing mechanically, auto-
maticaily, traditionaliy, because one bas * never
given a thought to it ", is therefora in that respeot
to fall short of human perfection: to do it with
full deliberation, conaciously, conscientiously, is
therefore to assert and practise that mastery of the
higher over the lower powers, for the attainment of
which man finds himself upon this terrastrial
testing ground. But tha State, as we have already
seen, exists for that very purpose too—io enable
man, not only to live, but to live well; or, as Leo
XIII* puts it, “man by active participation in the

. Commonweal is intended to grow better.” The

State therefore must likewise, if it is to ba true to
its nature and divine design, serve that end of
offering an opportunity for man's perfeoting, i e.
for man making himeelf ever more self-determined-
ly what he willa to be.

Dooision therefore as to which form of govern-
ment is best—whether monarchical or republican,
oligarchical or demooratic—must not only be
mada to depend on whioh form ensures the great-
est amount of teohnical “efficieney,” but the grea-
test amount of moral growth, Democracy there-
fore ia from that point of view a higher form of
government, not, primarily, because it is techni-
cally more efficient or because it confers upon the
individual more “ liberties,” but on the contrary
becausse it places on him rore duties, because it
widens his responsibility and thereby enables him
to determine himself more, 1. . to be aver more
fully and truly human. But of course, the demo-
cratio form of government, if found to be intrinsi-
cally incapable of good government, would have
to be condemned, even if theoretically it was in
other respects a promising avenue $o the better and
higher life of tha oitizens. And to-day the volces

* quoted by Tizehlcder, Staatslehre, p. 157.
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of those are not lacking who consider that demo-
oracy is bankrupt and who bhave turned their
baocks upon it and have acclaimed dictatorships as
the only satisfaotory form of government. Cava-
liere B. Mussolini no doubt is making an interest-
ing and most valuable experiment ; but it is note-
worthy that even he claims merely to be the Duce,
i. e. the leader, of his people, not their lord and
master. The root trouble it seoms to me with de-
mooratic “leaders” has so often been that they do
not lead, but merely have their ear to the ground all
the fime, trying to ascertain what their followers
wish them to say. Such attitude is the natural
outeome of the Liberal conception that sovereignty
is vested in the ruled, which oconception in fact
obliterates the -distinetion between rTulers and
ruled—with what disastrous results, contempo-
rary history is eloguent in its testimony. And
this irresoluteness and pusillanimity of modern
popular 1eaders surely is also but the outcome of
the same abandonment of the old Scholastic con-
ception of the State in this respect, viz. that, onca the
State sppesars no longer as based on the Eternal
Law, populsr leaders too can no longer base them-
solvea on eternal principles, to which they adhere
through good report and bad, not bacause the prin-
ciples are pleasing to the multitude, but because
they are true, The prinoipal reason for the admit-
tedly often indifferent results of modern demoora-
tic methods is not, I venture to think, a defect in-
herent in democrascy, but due to the divorce of de-
mocracy and morality.

Even so, is Democracy really bankrupt? To
all those who are inolined to pessimism on this
score, 1 would strongly suggest the study of a
brilliant pamphlet, originally a series of lectures
delivered at Williamstown (Mass. ) in the summer
of 1924 under the title of *“ The Crisis of European
Damooraoy,” which M. J. Bonn has recently pub-
lished,* For one thing Mr, Bonn shows that, cer-
tainly in the War, it was Democracy which threw
up great popular leaders who ocould brace their
pooples to almost superhuman effort, whilst the
passive obedience to traditional authority of the
Contral Powers was unequal to the test. Likewise
a8 regards propaganda {at home, amongst neutrals,
and elsewhere ), demooracy with its basis in per-
suading, naturally and easily beat autoeracy with
its basis in commanding : and after all it was pro-
paganda which won the war. Ae this author so
finely puts it : “These bureaucrats of the old order
failed, beoause they confounded government with
administration ; because they underrated the hu-
man and overrated the technical element in polities”
(p. 33). The fundamental grievance of all bureau-
orats ig that the time, which had better be spent in
the task of administration, is but wasted in arguing
with non-professionala about their task. When the
old Autocraoies had been overtuined in Europe, that

* Alsoln an English edition { Yale Press) ; but the book
quoted by me is the German edition {‘Die Krisis der Europai-

iachen Demokratio ') of Meyer and Jessen, Munohen, 1925. |

Mk. 8.

idea camae back under the guise of a desire to re-
turn to the ancient systsm of * States-General; ™
of getting things done by “ professional parlia-
ments,” by National Councils of Produoers ; asad-
vocated particularly by the Gild Sooialists. The
jdea hes besn incorporated into the new German
Constitution and great things, practical things, s
whole new mentality of real efficiency, were ex-
peoted from these “ Economic Councils.” As a
matter of fact, they have just in practice utterly
broken down, however enticing the theory from
which they flow: “neither creating new methods
for the treatment of social and economic problems,
nor substituiing any new form for the parlia-
mentary system of negotiation.” *

Democracy may be imperfeot ; it may be par-
tioularly liable to abuse : but what is its alterna-
tive? It is based on two principles—one, the oon-
sent of the governed ; two, the superiority of rea-
son and persuasion over force and ooercion. As
rogards the first, we havae already seen that this
coneent is of the esse of all government ; but mere-
ly as praotioal experience it has become nctorious
that nothing is so liable to run to “wild” sahemes,
as the unlimited power of experts. Criticism by
the non-expert of experts' plans is of course much
resented, especially as it is often foolish. The
remarksble thing however is, that such parliamen-
tary criticism has been found to be the only
safeguard against the even greater folly of the ex-
pert, against wastefulness and corruption, against
the subordination of the public weal to sectlonal in-
terests. If.a striking example were needed I could
think of none more glaring than the utter broak-
down of the military and medical departments of
the Government of India in the Mesopotamia cam-
paign: departments the technioal superexcellence
of which was supposed to be beyond cavil, depart-
ments where the expert ruled supreme without the
breath of criticism or interferenoe on the part of
the “ outsider ”. Again just now here in this Pre-
sidency we have a similar example in the Bombay
Reclamation Scheme, put through by a super-
energetic and super-efficient Governor on the un-
fettored advice of the experts.

But this first point indeed hardly needs
further labouring: what, however, of the second,
that negotiation is better than coercion? The
“ talking shop” of parliament has besn held up
to ridicule: but the real gravamen is nol against
the talking itself, but azainst the fact that
talking is no longer meant to persuade. De-
puties speak, to put forward their party view, to
confirm their followera outside Parliament in
their convictions, but no longer to persuade their
opponents in the houae ; they vote, not according to
the strength of the argumoants heard, but accord-
ing to their own party's instructions. The pro-
blem has come strikingly to a head in Dablin,
where city government by rival factions in the
City Counoil has been saperseded by goverament by

* Bonn, l.c,, p. 122,
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-o;part “oity managers”, appointed by the Saorstat
direct and administoring the oity.
without the possibility of interfenos in the datails-

-Government

-of adminlstration on the part of ths elected muni-
- oipal conncillors. On a far Iarger soale, the pro-

“blem has of courss ocome to a head in Italy. But

the complete suspension of demooratic control
oannot continue, for even Italy realizes that
alrealy and the realization will become acufe
when the question of a successor to Cavaliere
Mussclini arises—for, as Mr. Bonn wittily says,
““mediocrities ¢can carry on the democratio system,
but s mediocrity as dictator is an impossibility”
4p. 189). The reason why Italy is today ruled dict-
atorially is that bher dictator is accepted as ruling
with & view to the common interests of the whola,
whilst the former party government was obviously
ruling with a view to seotional interests only. The
"State Is however only intended, as we have seen
already, to promote the interests ;common to all
-oltizens : hence when a goverament governs
oontrary to thab basio prinoiple, it no longer
deserves to be oboyed at all. Hence Cavaliera
Mussolinf, henoe the Dublin City Manager,

Tosum up, I would say that Fasciem is not
an alternative to Demooraoy, but a natural reac-
tion againat Seotionalism. Demooraoy is going
through a process of development: its modern form
is of recent date, it is trying to find its foet, it is
naturally assailed by & numbsr of infantile disea-
-se8. The firet defeot it is suffering from today, ia the
absance of atrong leadership and the idea that the
functions of rulers and ruled are interchangeabls ;
~the second, that politics are based on opportunism

and the balancing of rival interests, instead of on
principle and the solidarity of all organic parts of
the Commonwealth; the third, that parliamenta-
ranism has largerly ceased to be a taking counsel
-together and has bacome meroly a new form of
exeroising ooeroion,

Democracy (as Mr. Chestorton has said about
-Christianity) bas not failed, but has been found
diffioult. But the difficulties are the vary rasson
d'etre for Demoocracy, as they are for human life
in general : they are opportunities for seif-deter-
mination and they could not be opportunities for
‘the better, if they were not also’ opportunities for
the worse. Democracy is dangerous: granted. But
-80 is all life.

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS.

REYIEWS.

IRELAND.

-ARELAND. By STEPHEN GWYNN. ( The Modern
World Series.} { Ernest Benn, Ltd., Loodon. )
1925. 814 x 514, pp. 252. 124. 6d.

STUDENT'S HISTORY OF IRELAND,. By
STEPHEN GWYNN. ( Longwmans, Green & Co.,
London, ) 1925. 714 x 434, pp. 322. 5s.

"THE first of these books well maintains the standard

.of the series of which it f rms a :part, and the

-seoond equals in ability the first. The writer, a

Protestant who joined the Home Rule movement,
and s thus specially fitted to ba an impartial and
sympsthetio guide, unites a grace of style to ‘a
oatholioity of spitit which make his books’
a ploasure to read. Ia*“ Ireland” Mr. Gwyna
follows the usual cusfom of the series of a brief’
summary of the past, and a fuller exposition of the
oregent under the heads of Coltic Ireland, the
English Rule and the Irish Revolution completed
in 1922. The first book is more of a paychologioal
study than a detailed aecount whioh is supplied by

the second ; it aims a¢ enabling the reader to un-

derstand the situation rather -than to drown him

beneath cataraots of details, and it admirably

succeads inits purpose. The authoris to be con-
gratulated on his blend of impartiality and sym-

pathy. Impsartiality withoat sympathy is repellent

in ite coldness and air of superioriy ; sympathy

without knowledge is like smoke without a fire,

but the two together form the real essence of the

historical spirit which seeks to know ‘before it -
judges, to understand rather than to condemn.

The proverbial Irishman, it is eaid, ** doesn't .
know what he wants and won't be kappy until he
gets it.” At first sight this sounds as true as it is
witty, for has not the Irishman been always 'agen
the Government, did he not start' a ocivil war as
soon as he had made peace with Great Britain, and
start a boundary dienute as soon he had finished
the oivil war? The typical Irishman of tradifion
is a witty, good-natured, happy-go-lucky fellow
always ready for a fight but never able to help
himeelf and always incapable of conatructive effort.
To say of a man ‘He's so Irish,” is a polite way of
saying he is ecoantric. ' '

Mr. Gwynn dispels most of thase illusions or
shows them to be the result of temporary historical
conditions which may be changed by circumstances °
and which imply no inherent oddity in the .race.
Thus it is true that the Irishman usually is ’agen
the Government,”that he often prefers brickbats and
stout sticks anod that he would not consider an .
election complete in which the oustomary halo
of rotten eggs, old cabbages and stones fajled to
encircle the candidates’ heads. Bat -this is not
because bhe is incapable of governing himself, but
because for 200 yearas the government has been
taken out of his hands, and he has thersfore grown
to consider it as something outside and above his
ordinary life altogether. - ‘

The difficulty of understanding Ireland is not
due to the Irish oharactar, but to the faot that
there is not one Jreland to understand but thrae, of
differing race, religion, oultural bockground, eco-

.nomic interest, political sympathy, and to some

extent of Ianguage also. There are the Cealtie Irish
who form the bulk of the populations, are Riman
Catholic, and look back to the Ireiand of late
Roman times when after its conversion by 8t.
Patrick it became the most learned country -in
Europs and sent its missionaries to Engiand and
half the Continent. There are the Irish of Ulster,
Protestant in religion, English in outlook, the
descendants of Sootoh settlers “planted’ .by James
Iin the place of exterminated or subjugated
Colts, Fipally there is the “ Middle Nation"”, the
Protestant Irish of the Sonth, a land.-holding
sristceracy who are the desoendants of Eoglish
nobles and settlers to whom Irish lands have been
alienatod from the Middle Ages downwards, or of
the native Iriah Protestant, Yet all Irishmen have
an underlying pride of race, howaver bitterly they
contend at nome. As in India every man isa
Hindu or Mohammedan at home but an Indian
proud of hie country abroad, so in Ireland every
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man is a Protestant or Catholic at home, but a
very militant Itrishman abroad. Again as in India,
each Irish party bas centuries of injustice and
wrong to inflame its passions, and there was a
temporamental friction with the ruliog class. But
here the resemblance ceases, for in Ireland the
woanlthisr was also the numerically weaker faction,
and the different parties never united against the
foreign ruling power.

The Irish revolution can be considered from
two points of view, the first as the throwing off of
the foreign rule, the second as the renaissance of
a nation. From the coming of St. Patrick in the
fourth century to the coming of the -Danes in the
ninth, Ireland was one of the most advanced
oountries of Europe. The stream of Christianity
fertilised the indigeneus Druidie soil to produce
a rich haivest in & passion for learning, preaching
and travel. Irish eloquence made fine preachers
and their zest for travel, which still carries them
to New . Zealand and America, soon led them
all over Europe from the western isles of Scotland
to the frontier of Poland. At home they were groat
scholars and John Scotus Erigens the solitary
Platonist of the Dark Ages shone out like a beacon
on a barren shore, '

But the ancient Irish had one defect; like
Rajputs they could not form a national kizgdom
or a etable government. They retajned their loose
tribal system with its family feuds and endless
wars and in consequence fell a prey successively
to Danish pirates, to the Norman barons, and to
the Elizabethan and Cromwellian armies, So in
spite of Irish bravery the English oconquest,
from Henry 17’a invssion to the wars of Elizabeth,
James, and William III, ended in confiscation ot
nine-tenths of the Irish estates, the plantation of
Ulster with Scotch settlers, the proscription of Irish
religion, and the suppression of Irish culture
by the cloging of the Irish schools. So in the 18th
century the Irish peasant established his tradition
of being 'agen the government and Ireland became
a grave of political hopes and economie possi-
bilities,

Curiously enough, the Irish revival was begun
by the Protestant landlords, who seizsd the oppor-
tunity of the Americun war of independence to
extort semi-independence for themselves., Pitt by
his Aot of Union abolished the Irish Parliament
and so drew the landiords to Westminster, but
failed to emancipate the Catholics and so left the
peasant with a grievance. Irom that time on the
independence movement through Repeal, Fenian,
and Home Rule days remained purely political
until the rise of Sinn Fein. Sinn Fein stands for a
return to the culture of ancient Ireland as well as
for political freedom and it did valuable literary
work long before it conducted a rebellion, It is
this tide of the movement which is most interest.
ing, for it represents the conscious attempt of a
people to evolve their own oculture in continuity
with tbeir own past. Hitherto Irish writers
like Swift and Shaw have been great as individuals
but not as part of a movement, but now there is a
strong Irish literary movement with a marked in-
dividuality of its own. But the Irishmen cannot
be forced even to adopt his own culture ; he has so
resolutely refused to learn the archaic Gaslio, even
when prescribed by the State mas a compulsory
language, that it has now had to be made optiosal.

The future of Ireland depends on the common
allegianoe of the commauities to the ideals of a
united Ireland and an Irish culture. 1t is perhaps
well for Ireland that she is not looking to the cen-
turies upon which the shadows of Elizabeth

and Cromwell and Dutch William still lie heavy,.
but to the remoter past of Celtieo Ireland, and to-
ideals to which all can subscribe. If Protestants

will adopt the national calture, as some like Mr. .
Gwynn have already done, and if the Catholics

will welcome the Protestants as fellow citizens, the

future of Ireland should be prosperous in body and:
brilliaot in intellect.

T. G. P. SPEAR,

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE.

THE LIFE OF FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE.
By SI®R EDWARD CoOKR. Abridged and Revised
by ROSALIND NASH. ( Maemillan & Co., Ltd.,
London,) 1925, 814 %514, pp. 403. 15-.

THE pame of Florence Nightingale stands out-
pre-eminently in the domain of modern medicine
just as well a8 or even better than that of any
of ita well-known savanis. Even among such
eminent men of modern timea as Pasteur, Jenner,
Lister and oth¢ers who may be styled as fathers
of modern medicine, that of Florence Nightingale
will take a high rank. For what these medical.
worthies have done for the healing art, as we see
it practised today, Florence Nightingale has done
for the socience and art of nursing. And wh
can deny its rightful place to “nursing’’ in th
domain of medicine, as practised in the 20th
century ? Moedicine without the hand-maid of
“nursing” is but & bird with a disabled wing. It
is no wonder therefore that Miss Nightingsle
should be looked upon with gratitude and venera-
tion in all countries where modern medicine is
praotised.

Born on 12th May, 1820, in Italy, where her
parents had gone to stay soon after their marriage,
Florence Nightingale, with her wyounger sister
Parthennpe, was soon brought to England. Miss
Nightingale had the advdantage of a liberal educa-
tion under the kind ocare of her parents and her:
aint and also of occasional visits to the Conrinent.
during one of ,which she had an opportunity
of seeing the good work that was being done at the
Institute of Deaconesses at Raiserswerth in Ger-
many. It appears that Miss Nightingale had an
ardent desire to help the sick and the suffering-
almoat from her girlhood, in fact it may be said
she was born with if. And that is why she did not
much care for the ordinary pleasures of life wi.h
its conventionalities and always feit attracted to
answer a oall for help whenever there was a case of
lilness, ete. in or near the place where she was stay-
ing. Coupled with tbis she had a distinofly religi-
ous frame of mind. But she did not much care for
rigid orthodoxy and the usual wrangles between
Protestants and Roman Catholics of the day did not
appeal to her at all as could he seen from the fact
that when she had to make a selection of women
to help her in her work she admitted
them irrespective of their faiths. It might be
truly said of her that she saw Christ in every
humsan being in suffering and tried to render
service to Him by relieaving that suffering. The
visit to the Institute at Kaisersworth fired ber
imagination as here she saw “a hospital with 100:
beds, ao infant school, & penitentiary with 12 in-
mates, an orphan asylum and a normal school for
the training of school mistressea ** and _althgugh
there was no nursing there at the time, Miss Night-
ingale had her only trainig from what she saw
at the institution, eo that on her return to
England she began to think seriously of starting
an institution of her own. Difficulties in her way
wera vory great. “Nursing” as a profession.
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was looked down upon in England in those days,
“ The fow nurses that were sesn in hospitale in
London were mostly -women of no charccter, and
drunkenness was a common vice amongst them.
No decent woman therefore oared fo take up
nursing, which almost meant ruining her charac-
“ter. Miss Nightingale had to struggle hard
against these and many other difficulties and
. eventually sucoeeded in starting in London “the
establishment for gentlewomen™ where women of
character were admitted as nurasss for the first
time. A special selection was made by Miss
Nightingale herself in appointing nurses at the in-
stitution and they had to work under striot per-
sonal supervision and special guidance and instrue-
tion. This was Miss Nightingale’s firat start in
“life and her name soon began to ba known all over
the country, so that when the ory for help from the
theatre of war in the Crimea cama in the year 1854,
Mr. Sydoney Harbert, the then Seoretary of for War,
had no difficulty in making the selection of Miss
Florence Nightingale for taking over charge of a
contingent of women nurses and finding the neces-
- aary equipment fornuraing at the large War Hospital
at Soutari. Thie selection had the unanimous ap-
proval of this country and Misa Nightingale had a
very hearty send-off from the people. The arrange-
ments for nursing the wounded and the siok at the
Hospital in Scutari, who wera arriving in train
loads daily were practically nil. Those wore the
pre-antiseptic duys of surgery when surgeons had
to practise their ekill on mutilated patients with-
out the aid of anmsthetios, and their sufferings
may therefore be imagined. Their wounds wore
expeoted to heal with the applioation of various
sorts of orude preparations as a result of which
suppuration of the wounds and houpital gang-
rone were very common aud the mortality was very
high. FEryeipelas and pneumonia and epide-
miocs of oholera wiped away others in large num-
bers and thus above 50 per ocent. of the sick ard
wounded died. The only attention paid to these
- sufferora was by means of ward orderlies. Miss
Nightingale had therefore to pled on an untilled
soil, working against odds of every desoription.
Her indomitable energy, her burning desire for
servioe and her keen intellect for devising ways
-and means gtood to her credit and she =soon ssta-
blished order where there had been chaos, The right
type of woman was found in the hour of need who
. put the larga war Hospital at Scutari of over 2000
beds on a sound working basis not only in nursing
the sick but aleo in provisioning and viotualling it
and in introduocing sanitary meesures as well.
Behind all this maneging and directing capacity
she ,bad a tender worman's heart fired with a
- Christian sense of service and she never missed
hor round of meroy attbe dead of might with a
lamp in her band bringing comfort to each patient
- a8 ghe passed along long rows of beds. She was
theg“efore spoken of by the patients in feeling terms
as “the Lady with the Lamp," and she really
hrqught light where darkness of suffering born out
-of ignoranoe had prevailed. The result of all this
- excellent mansgement and oare of the sick was
noticed in tne fact that the mortality which was
a8 high as 42 per 100 when Miss Nightingale took

over charge dropped down to 22 per thousand, when
- she left it,

. Miss Nightingale not only looked to the nur-
sing work proper of & large war hospital, but also
looked to the commissariat and other departments
‘and thus put the whole management of the
Hospital on & proper working basis as has heen
<aid above. This she could do oniy becauss she
was given a free hand in the management by the

War Seoretary, Mr. Herberts, which fact made her
rather unpopular with the officers on the spot, but
even they had to yield to her superior skill in
management. She combined taot with authority
and had gre=¢ influence in higher circles especially
with Queen Victoria and was therofore freely sup-
plied with funds and provisions by the people of
England with whom she was highly popular,
8o that even before her return to England a fund
called the “ Nightingale Fand ” was atarted and
quiokly subsoribed to and it was left for Miss Night-
ingale herself to deoide how best to utilize it.
On the signing of peace in Paris in March 1836,
she had to wind up the hospitals at Balaclava and
Soutari and the War Office placed a man-of-war
at her disposal for her return to England, Bat
sha preferred to sail by a private boat, and even
on arrival in England, although the regiments
and the people were ready to give her a warm
raception she eluded all the arrangements and
quietly slipped into her private residenos at
Leahurst, almost unnoticed and unannounced.
On her return to Eaglaad hor real labours began
with regard to the appointment of a Royal
Commission to enquire into- and report upon
the atate of health and general sanitary arrange-
ments of the army in times of peace. She had
to supply the questionnaire and direct the lines
of inquiry of the Commission. This led to a wide,
gspread soheme of reform of the barracks and
hospitala not only in England but alse in India,
and the well-known Military Hospital at Netley
owes its origin and establishment to the per-
severing labours of Miss Florence Nightingale:
She was thus locked up to as an authority in all
matters connected with Hospitals—both ¢ivil and

military—regarding their construction and manage-
ment, And most of the sanitary details such
as allotment of oubio space per head, ventilation,
drainsge, &c. were all carefully studied by her
and put into eystematio working order. Bui
the chief part of hor initiative and Iabour
lay in “ Nursing " itself and this was so
evolved apd organised with careful attention to
every deteil that Miss Florence Nightingale can
vary well be styled the mother of modern sick
nursing. “Nursing” is said to be as old as Chris-
tianity, but nursing as it is seen practised today in
all the eivilized countries was taken in hand, shap-
ed and put upon a scientific and systematio baeis
by Florence Nightingale, who might therefore bs
said to be the founder of modern sick nursing.
Before her time, it was confined to a fow sisters of
the different religious orders who came forth to
nurse the sick and wounded in timea of emergeney
out of their religious devotion and enthusiasm.
In oivil practice, as in London hospitals of the
time, it was resorted to as an oocoupation by women
of questionable character, who always drank and
misbehaved themselves. “ To be a nurse " was
therefore looked down upon and women of charao-
ter never thought of taking up the work., Those
who had absolutely nothing to fall back upon and
had not muoch to lose in oharacter took up this line,
and naturally therefore, their work was of a mer-
cenary character. “Night nureing” was not known
in those days and was oonsidered imposaible. To
Florenoe Nightingale is due the cradit of revolution~
izing the whole idea of sick nursing of the time.
Ia seleoting her probationers she slways took care
to see that they were gentlewomen of charaoter
willing to work with a spirit of servioe and devo~
tion. She considered a religious motive essen-
tial for the highest kind of nurse, becanse she
herself took to nursing to see God in every human
being and try to reach Him through service. All
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work, sven that of scavenging, was eacred to her as
QGod’s work. It was with such & 'high ideal before
her and a spirit of devotion and self-surrender that
she took to nursing and it is no wonder therefore
that she infused the same spirié into those who
worked under her. Amongst the books that she
wrote muet be mentioned one which ;is of specia!
importance—ber “ Notes on Nursing —which
perbaps embodies all the essentirl points in 8 nur-
se's training. Lastly the school which was
founded in memory of her eervices during the
Crimean war was organised and started under her
direction at the St. Thomas' Hospital in London
and mey be taken ag a type of institution for the
training of modern nurses, Not only was the schocl
known as the Nightivgale School, but even the
nurses and sisters who passed out from it were
known as the Nightingale nurses and were largely
in demand not only in QGreat Britain, but even
abroad in the Colonies and in India. Thus although
Florence Nightingale has passed away (she died
at the ripe age of 90), she has impressed her per-
mapent stamp on Sick Nursing.

A perusal of the volume under review, i«
warmly recommend to such of our Indian
friends, both men and women, as are interested
in “ nursing "—and there ought to be many.

P. V. SHIXHARE,

CHILD MARRIAGES.

CHILD MARRIAGES. By MARY E. RICHMOND
and FRED 8. HALL. ( Ruassell Sage Founds-
tion, New York,) 1925. 8x534. pp. 159. $1-50.

IT came as a distinet shock to the women's clubs
and organizations in the United States of Americs,
when the above book was published, and wahn the
Russell Sage Foundation also reported that there are
in that enlightened country 667,000 married persons
who were under the age of sixteen when they
married, and that in the ceneus of 1924 there was
recorded 18,388 marriedgirls between twelve and
fifteen years of age; that in fourteen States the
legal age for the marriage of girls is 12 and for
boye 14 ; and that over a vast area of country it is
quite easy for children under 16 to obtain marriage
licenses.

It is interesting to read this book published
and written in an enlightened country with the
object of pointing out that even in Amerioa there
areon the statute book these primitive permissive
laws suited to the jungle man, not to a mentally
developed people. The book largely consists of
statistics, tables, comparisons and tabulations of
marriages in various States, and the recording of
numerous cases of child marriage and the resul-
tant evil consequences. 1t may seem carious to
the people in India to learn that these bad oustoms
are allowed in America, which is a counfry
always held up to us as leading in modern ideas
and progressive thought. But that does not give us
any reason %o fold our bands and say that if
America permits these things then surely it must
be all right and India need not change. India
oannot bolster up her following of wununatural
‘sustoms, and salve her conscience, with the
thought that ag child marriage is permitted by one
of the new Natious of the World, she may well
continue. The condition of things in America
is not in the least parallel to India. In America
“there is a population of over one hurndred million
people, and out of this number there are omly
eighteen thousand marriages taking place of chiid-

ren under fifteon years of age; so it is the exception

and not the rule in that ocouutry; while here in

India_ a large proportion of Hindu girl children are
married by the time they are twelve yeara old and

become mothers when they are thiiteen or four
teen. American men and women have allowed
this unnatural age for marriage to remain on the

statute books more from lack of thought than from

spproval of the 'custom, most of tha people in

theso 14 States being quite nnaware of the factof the

legal marriage age in their State, as in practioe the
vast majority of girls do pot marry before attain-

ing 18 or 20 yesrs. And now that the fact is made
kncwn, there is a very strong movement to raise the

marriege age and to fix the minimum for the

w}:ole of the TUnited States as sixteen for

girls. No one wto hses a slight knowledge of
physiology and psychology, could imagine that

yvhen a girl has reacbed an age when it

is pbysically just possible for her to bear

& ohild, that she has then reached an age that

makes it desirable or suitable that she should do

so. The majority of girls continus growing up

until they are at least seventeen years old. Bet-

ween attaining their age of puberty and reaching

the age of seventeen, their bodies are growing and

storing up reserves of energy and strength that willk

enable them, when the right time comes for tham

fo become mothers, to bring forth strong healthy

children. During this time alse the mind of the

child is receptive and she is able to study and

develop mentally. These are the most vital years

of a girl’s life, when the life force ie growing and

expanding within her and her oreative powers are

taking hold of their instrument. What im of the

most vital importance to a girl during these years, .
from twelve to seventeen, is that strength of body

shall be developed, that mind shall be cultivated,

and character formed ; during these receptive years

all this can be done.

It is the same with boys. A boy may be physi-
cally oapable of becoming a father when he is four-
teon yvears of age, but in every other way be entirely
unprepared for the function of fatherhood. The pre-
mature exercise of these functions which are meant
by nature only to be used by men and women, is the
eause of so much of the weakness of body and
lack of strength, determination and perseverance
that one sees in India today. It is not possible
for little undeveloped girls who are stunted in
their growth and uneducated in their minds to give
birth to strong, mentally vital ohildren; and also
it is not possible for a boy, who should be in his
college studying tc fit himself for his future vooa~-
tion in life, developing his body by physical games
and exeroises; to do his work or his play properly
if his sex nature hasbeen prematurely wakened and
he is thinking of his wife and baby instead of con-
centrating his mind on his mental and physical
davelopment.

Let India realise that it Goes not in the least
matter if the whole of the world advacates o¢hild
marriage. It is for India to lead the way in reform,.
not to follow bad customs. As a matter of faot
not one single ecountry in the world permits the
evil customs that are permitted in India. In the
fourteen States of America whera child marriage
is legal, such marriages take place as a rare excep-
tion not as a rule, and then most usually among
the most ignorant of the negroes and the foreign
immigrants. No enlightened people in the world
allow such a barbarous thing to happen, as child
marriage and child motherhood. It is not only con-
trary to the laws of nature, which are the laws of
God, but alss it is the cause of much fatal deterioras-
tion of the race, So let the Indian peopls unite to-

—
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wethar for the purposs of getting rid of thisbad ous-
tom; follcwing their American brothers and siaters
in this respect, that the momeat they realizs that

-a law belonging to the dark ages exists on their
statute book they work to get it changed.

India in the future ocan deliver a great
message of spirituality to tha world, not only
from the mnoble teachings of the Bhagavad
Gita snd Upanishads, whioch are already
well-known in Western lands bat by the exampls of
the life of the Indian people who live the teach:
ings of their religion of Ahimsa, Harmlessness,
meaning kindness to all, human and animal, of
the one life, the same in man and woman, not for
the God in man to dominate God in the woman
and subject her, but giving the birthright of free-
dom to evey ohild born.

India was a Holy Land, and ocan again be a |

Holy Land, but not until her pecple are free and

by * fres '’ we do not mean merely the superficial

freedom of melf-goverament, but the freedom of
-every human being born on Indian soil. ‘

DOROTHY JINARAJADASA.

MODERN INDUSTRY.

"THE RISE OF MODERN INDUSTRY. By J. L.
HAMMOND and BARARA HAMMONND, ( Seoond
Edition.} (Metbuen & Co., London.) 1925-
9x 516, pp. 280. 10s. 6d.

‘THIS is an admirable book. It is the history of the |

rise of England to economic eminenoe in the 1st
balf of the 19th century, and the reactions whioh
the fact had on the entire social lifs of that coun-
try. Itgives an acocount of the changes in the
organisation of agriculture and industry, in the
scale and character of ocommerce, and in the
technique of the partioular industries like iron,
pottery, and ootton. The ohief merit of the book,
however, liea not in the wealth of datails or the
narration of the eventas which led to the final result
summed up in the well-accepted phrase Industrial
Revolution, but in the insight which the writers
give into the inwardness of these changes, and the
+breadth of vision with which they have dealt with
the subjeet. It is not o much anacoount of the
mechanical inventions and their effects on the
“working of the economio life as that of the way in
whiech the people’s minds moved to new orbite and
the whole sooial outlook of the govarning classes
underwent aradical change. The chaptsrs entitled
Shadow of the Slave Trade and the Curse of Midas
-give a vivid aoccount of the manner in whoh the
values of life were degraded and the appreciation
of its real significance lost for all practical pur-
poses. The enormous expansion in the produotive
powers of man went far ahead of hiz moral
development, and the foroes were brought into
being which could have been used for the uplift of
the sooiety, but in actusl practice oreated ugly,
-aordid and izgnoble condittons of life. Tae authora
strike an optimistic note 1o the sonoluding ohapter
of the book. They show how in the midst of d:g-
order and confusion the begioning of & new society
-oould be traced and anticipata that the con-
-structive statesmanship will be equal to the task
of economic reorganisation.

It is hoped that the ;book will be widely read
dn India. It is extremely well written and, as

' mako it & very stimalating reading.

alreadv stated, is charasterized by qualities which
The writers
posgess the ability of getting at tne root of things,
and show a remarkable grags of the vital issues of
life. In India the fundamanta! aspects of our
agonomic problems do not recsive adequate atten-
tion. It is necessary to unierstand the far-reach-
ing importance of tha economio changes within
our own oouatry—shaoges which not only affact
tha quantity of wealth bat also iti rslation to
gooial well-beinz and rhe oultural basis of our
national life. This book can serve as a good in-
troduction to the method of presenting and in-
terpreting economic events in their bearing on
wider aspeots of the sooial life.

GVAX CHAND,
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The S. L. S. Fire Relief Fund.

The Panjab Leaders’ Appeal.

DEAR SIR,
\ The Servants of India Society has suffered a
terrible loes by fire. This Society was founded by
Mr. Gokhale in 1905, with the object of training
national missionaries for the service of India. 1t
consists of highly educated men who have
dedicated their lives to the cause of the country
in 8 religious spirit seeking to promote the
national interests of the people. One of the vows
which every member takes at the time of his
admission to the Society is that he will devote no
part of his energies to earning money for bimself
and that he will be content with such provision for
himself and his family as the Society may be able
to make, The maintenance allowances provided
by the Society to many of its members accrued in
great part from the income of the Arya Bhushan
Press which has been destroyed by fire.
Deprived of their mainstay, the members of
the Society cannot but turn in their distress to
their countrymen for that prompt and generous

kelp in money whick alene can put them in their '

former position and enable them to resume their
carecr of service tothe public. Their sacrifices and
constant devotion to the cause of the motherland,
the political, social, economic and educational acti-
vities carried on by them in different parts of the
country and the relief operations conducted by
them at various times, are too weli-known to be
repeated. The names of Gokhbale, Sastri, Devadhar,
Joshi, Kunzru and other members are household
words among educated Indians.

We appeal to your patriotism and generous
nature to help the Society in this hour of its
adversity by making a liberal contribution to its
Fire Relief Fund, so that “Gokhale's truest monu-
ment” may not suffer for want of pecuniary help
and the members who bhave sacrificed all their
prospects in life for the sake of the country may
be enabled to carry on their beneficent and
national activities,

It has been calculated that two lakhas of
rupees are required to enable the Society to make
a fresh start. We expect the Panjab to make a
handsome contribution and request you to give a
liberal donation for this cause.

Contributions may be sent through Mr,
Haradatta Sharma, Servants of India Society, The
Palms, Lahore,

Yours sincerly, -

HarkisHEN LaL,
Gokur Crann Narang,
Munammap Iqear,
NaRENDRA NaTH,

-of the ServanT Or INp1a of the 12th June.

The following appeal by the Hon'ble Rardar
Jogendra Singh,. Minister for Industries, appeared in
the TRIBUNE dated 20th July 1926 t—

May Iinvite the attention of your readers to
the financial position of the Servants of India So-
ciety, resulting from the destruction by fire of
their two presses in Poona, which was their
mainstay, and to the appeal to the public for
assistance made by the Right Hon'ble Srinivasa
Sastri, the President of the Society,in the columns
The
public activities of the Society in various spheres
bave with characteristic modesty been summaris-
ed by Mr. Sastri. In the fields of sane politics,
the co-operative movement, the uplift of women
and of the depressed or backward classes, the re-
lief of the distress caused by famines, floods, epi-
demics or by outbreaks such as the Moplah re.
bellion in Malabar, the amelioration of the labour-
ing classes and of the people of Indian States etc.,
a small band of selfless men composing the Society
bas with religious zeal during the short space of
twenty-one years undertaken and accomplished
in many parts of India work of which any country
and any people may justly be proud. To that
great public spirit and achievement, emitent men
of all shades of opinion, the Governor of Bombay,
Mahatma Gandhi, Non-cooperators, Liberals, Inde-
pendents, Responsivists, non-Brahmans have borne
recent testimony by sympathy, contribations and
offers of help, to enable the Society to recover
from the calamity it has suffered and to continue

" unabated its varied activities.

I appeal to your readers to translate their
sympathy with the labours of the Saciety
into contributions, big or small, whichk may be
sent to Mr. G, K. Devadhar, Vice-President of the
Society, Poona City, I hope the public will, by
their generosity, help the Society to erect, on the
ashes of the property destroyed, a temple worthy
of the great Gokbale and which will widen the
circle of its zealous and able devotees, like Sastri
and his lieutenants, while it will also prove that
the people of India, whatever their political, so-
cial, or religious differences, are true “bhaguts”.

JOGENDRA SINGH.

The Servants of India Society’s.

Fire Relief Fund,
27th July to 1st August.

Trustees of the N. M, Wadia Charities,

Bombay Rs. 30,000
H. E. Lord Irwin w 900
Dewan Bahadur Pavanaskar, Klahangarh o 200
X., Poona o .- w 200
My, H. G. Gharpurey, 1.C.S,, Mhow w 200

Mr. 8. C. Mookeril, Bar-at Law, Caloutta ., 150

*Me, M. G. Mukupdaraja Aiyengar, Sivaganga 100
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Collestion made by Mr Mukundaraje

Aiyengar, Sivagangs " 100
Mr. L. R. Abhyankar, Yeotmal ... - 100
Mr. V. H. Kordhi, Hangandi " 100
Mr. G. N. Roy, LOS. Calcutta ... w 100
Mr. 8. N. Roy, 1.0.8. Calcutta 100
The Secrotaiy, Seivants of the People Socxetf

Lahore " 100
Mr. B. G. Pahalsjani, M.LC Sukkur " 100
The Hon. Raja Sif Rampal Singh, K.C.1. L. 100
A Lady Sympathicer, Madras ... » 100
Mr. V. L. Véaugopal Mudaliar, Alwaye , 100
Miss Ed;th M, Backhouse. Sohagpur » 100
Ra: Bahsdur Badndas Gosuka, M.L.C.,

Cnloutta . 100
Mr. C. A, Seshagln SasEnar, Madras . 100
Shrimdnt Sardaf Abasnhejb 'Hebliar. Poona 100
Mesirs, Kundahdas & Co., Pleaders, Sukkur 75
Rao Bahadur 4. K. Pai, Bombay 51
The Hon. Raf Skbib Chaudbri Chhotu Ratﬁ

Simla " 50
Dr. R. D. Karmarkar, Poona " 50
Prof. A, B. Gajendragadkar, Bombay 1 0
Rai Bahadur Raja Singh Kalyan Singh, Amritear 50
B Sukkur .- " a0
Prof G. B. Jathar, Poqna " 80
Mr. S. C. Mukerii, 1CS, Howrah " 50
Mr. K. G. Joshi, Poo,ua. . " 30
Anonymous Frlend Poopa - » 50
Mi K, | Chldambaranatha Muﬁa)lar,

Shiyali ... .. " 30
Mr. L. Grabam, Simla ... ” 30
Rao Sahib V. R. Kelkar, Sholapur " 30
R. 3., Sukkur i . 30
Dr. H. H. Manb, Poona " 25
G., Sukkar ... ” 26
Mr. Jhematmal Gulpbral. Plgadﬂr. Slfkkm' 25
ff.‘[r Mukhl Dewandas, Old Sukkur » 25
Seth Thanwardas Tulsldas, Old Sukkuy , 25
Seth Lachmandes Kolumal Contractor. - '

Sukkur - - ‘e ” 25
Anonymous, Sukkur ... ” 25
Dr. N. V. Modak, LM. &S, Harda " 25
The Secretary, Gujarat Patrakar Mandal,

Ahmedabad oo . 25
Mr. D. L. Paranipe, Poona » &3
Mr. M. 8. Ekembara Rau, Manga]ore " 25
Mr. B. 8. Tripuranthake Mudaliar, Caliput 23
The Lo:d Bishop of Mad;as, Madras " 25
Mr. M. Pal:han]nh Ssstri, Madras " 25
The Teachers, Khandesh Education Society’e

High Sshool, Amalner " 25
Dr. Jobn Matibai, Caloutta s " 23
Mr. V. T. Agasbe, Poona {( 1st instalment),, 25
Kao Bashadur B. N. Sathaye, Poona " 25
Mr. P. H. Barve, Poona " 23
Gokhale Pustakalayu, Hathra- » 21-10
G. 1., Bukkar " 20
K., Sukkar ... " 2,
Anopymous, Sukkar ... " 20
Mr. M. N. Mookhenl. Caloutta ... ” 20,
Mr. D. R. Somap, Poonq ” 20.
Mr. K. V. Thtrunurayan Pillai, Shiy ali 15

Mz. V.V, Sathaye, Poona " 15
X., Sukkor .. " 15
Through Mr. F. C ,Botﬂow.ln, Bombly " 11
The Secretary, Sanskrit Pathashala, Poana,, 10

Dr. G. S Palsule, Poona " 10
Dr. Mre. Rukhamabat, Rajkot " 10
Mr. R. G. Kavathekar, Poopa 10
Mr. R.-Vaithicathaswami Ayer, Mudikondan 10
Anonymous, Bukkur ... - h5))
S.-8,, Bukkur " 10
S., Garhiyasin . 10
Mr. R. D. Gulates, G&rh:yasm i 10
X., Sukkur ... - ”» 10
P., Sukkur .. .- » 10
I, Sukkur ... - - 10
A, Sukkur " 10
X8, Sukkar " 10
H., Sukkor ... o 10
X. 1., Bukkar a 10
L., Bakkaer ... " 10
Mr. Awatsingh, Plesder. Sukkur " 10
Dr. R. V. Bapat, Xolhapor . 10
Moreshwar, foona vae » 10
Reo Bahadur R. V. Knishpan, Madrua ” 10
Mr Ba.u Nath Bhalla, Lahoze . - 10
Mr S. Subramania Aiyar, Shiyali ... - 10
Mr S. Raghupathi Aiyar, Shiyali ... . 10
Mr. Amal Home, Caloutta e » 10
M, K. 8, Gupte, Poona % 10
Mr. P. M. Josagph, Caloutia 7
The g}tlaff clnf she L. M. Contnal nghﬁnhad. 7
1yall

The Staff of Subhnayaka ﬁudalm s Hindu

‘High Schadl, Shiyali .. " 6
Dr. Kedar Nath, L.8.C.P, Spmla “ 5
T., Sukkur - [
N., SBukkyr 2 5
A Sympathiser, Shiyali . 5
Mr. K. Marotapai Jakam Pitiai, Shlyxil " 5
Mr. 8. (. Sinha Sarmas, Calontia ... " 5
Mr. P. O Philip, Calcytta 5
Gfficiale, Office of the Director of Agricu‘lture,

Poona . - 4
Mr. D S. Sapre, Poona o " 3
X., Sukknr ... "
Mr. B. A. Tatkase,: Ahmednggar " %
Mz, S. K. Ganguli, Calcaita " 2
Prof. P. N.-Sarkar, Caleutta " 2
A friend, Calcutta - 2
M. R. K!rlshnarao. Madras " 1
The Staff of the Post Office, Shiyah . 1
Mr. Srinivasa Aiyar, Shiyali - 1
Mr. T. V. Srinivasan, Shiyali ” 1
Mr. 8. Chockelinga Mudahar,pShlxgll o 1
Mr. D. Bubramatr, 8hiyali " 1
Mr. S. K. Narayana. Aiyar, Shlynh » 1
Mr. K. S. Aiyar, Shiyali - 1
Mr. S.HRajgopala Aiyar, Shiyali ... » 1
Mr. K. Aravamuthu Aiypengar, Shiyali - 1
Mr. M. S, Subramania Aivar, Shiyali " 1
Mr. V. Swedareny Aiysr, Suiya)i ... " 1
Mr. P.-Jagathisa Aiyar, Shiyali ... ”» 1
Mr. Upendranath Atul, Lahore ... " 1
Mr. T. Krishnamachariar, Vellore ... w 08

Total Re. 34,446-2
‘Previouely acknowledged 1,03,438-7

Rs, 1,37,884-9



