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An Appeal to the Dublic.

The Servants of India Society has sustained a terrible loss by the
fire which brought to ruin the Arya Bhushan Press and the Dnyan
Prakash Press. These had been built up with great patiencé and
foresight by Mr. Gokhale, who knew the mutations of public support
and desired to provide for the Society a constant source of income.
Deprived of their mainstay, the members of the Society cannot but
turn in their distress to their countrymen for that prompt and
generous help in money which alone can put them back in their former
position and enable them to resume their career of service to the public.
I have already appealed to personal friends through private letters, and
I wish by this means to reach the wider public who are interested in
the Society and its work. Sympathy and help are flowing in from all
sides, and our heéarts have been gladdened beyond measure by the
spontaneous expressions of good-will received from those who are not
in habitual agreement with us on public matters. As I said on another
occasion, it seems as though the essential kindliness of human nature,
being so often forced out of its natural current by conflict of interests,
‘were only waiting for a pretext to come back to its own channel.

We calculate that two lakhs of rupees would be required to
enable us to make a fresh start. The sum is large, and there is depres-
sion all round. Still my colleagues and I have every confidence that in
a few months’ time we shall get what we want. Our members will go
round to various places, but they are not many and cannot be every-
where. We look to our Associates and sympathisers in all parts of the
country for active help. We beg them to respond to this appeal as
though it had been made to them individually and in person. No
amount is so small but it will be welcome; in fact small contributions,
if sufficiently numerous, will give us the pleasing reflection that we are
known and appreciated by a wide circle of those whom we seek to

serve. % .
2 A

_ President, S. L. S.
Bervants of India Socisty, '
Poona, June 12, 1926.
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The Servants of India Society.
A RETROSPECT.

By the Rt. Hon. VY. S, Srinivasa Sastri, P. C.

I

TWENTY-ONE yeara ago to-day the Servants of
India Society came into existence in this oity.
. Early on the morning of the 12th June, 1905, four
men sat in a circle on & prominent spot on the low
ridge which runs between the Fergusson Collega
and the Society’s headquarters, One of these was
Mr. Gokhale. He first took the seven vows and
then administered them successively to Messrs,
Dravid, Devadhar and Patwardhan. The first Mem=
orandum of Agsociation is written in the admission
book of the Society in Mr. Gokhale’s own hand.. It

opens thus: “We, the undersigned, agree to assooi~

ate ourselves to form a Society, called the Servants
of India Society, and we agree to be bound
by the Articles set forth below and the rules and
regulations that may be made thereunder. We also
agree that Mr. G. K. Gokhale, B.A., CLE,, shall be
the First Member of our Society.” The signatures
at the end are in this order: G. K. Gokhale, N. A,
Dravid, A. V, Patwardhan, G. K, Davadhar. QOne of
these is gone. May the other three live long yet !
In temperament and tendency, as well as in the
nature of the work to which they have devoted
themselves, they are wide apart. But they have in
common the sacred memory of this first oath of
allegiance to a unique organization, which, through
good report and evil, has maintained its original
character and in large measure its original lines
of work.

1o this memorandum the objects of the Society
are stated to be “to train men for the work of
political education and agitation, and to promote
by all consfitutional means the national interests
of the Indian people.” Not long after, a significant
change was made in this article, and it now reads :
“The objects of the Soolety are to train national
missionaries for the service of India and to
promote by all oonstitutional means the true
interests of the Indian people.” The scope of the
Soolety was thus widened at the earliest stage
into comprehensive service of the people in the
missionary spirit. The quiok. reader will also
observe that the expression “constitutional means”
ocours in the earljest draft and may therefore
understand the tenacity with which our members
oling to it and their regret at its disappearance
from the creed of the Indisn National Congress.

The members of the Soociety, especially the
Bombay Branch under the direstion of Mr. Dava-
dhar, have been subjected to persistent oriticism
for allowing social service to engross the greater
part of their energy and time. The oriticism was
most acrimonious during the period of the ‘Home

Rule' agitation whioh began in 1916, and lost us a
great deal of public sympathy and support. It was
even said that the founder would have disapproved
of this excessive emphasis on the social side of our -
work. The fact is that Mr. Devadhar, whose bentin-
this direction had become marked even before he
joined the Sooiety, insisted on the ochange being
made without loes of time, and he was responsible
for the expression “national missionaries for the ser-
vioe of India.”: Mr. Gokhale adopted this wide defi-
nition with enthusiasm and warmly defended it
during his time. A singular misunderstanding in
the opposite direotion obsessed the mind of Lord
Sydenham many years later. ‘When I gave evidenos
before the Joint Select Committes of Parliament
in connection with the Government of India Bill
of 1919, he examined me much aga smart country-
gide vakil would examine a hostile witness, One of -
his questions was, “Are not you responsible, as Mr.”
Gokhale’s successor, for changing the Servants of
India Society, which he had meant exclusively for
social gervice, into a political body ?” ILraised a
mild laugh against his lordship by. recalling a
highly political conversation between himself and
me on the Police Commission’s Report at the time
of his visit to our Society when he was Governor
of Bombay, and furthermore of a gift of books that
he then made to our library. which were mostly
on political subjects. At the present day, when
the usefulness, nay the indispensableness, of our
body in the field of social service has received
frequent demonstration, the criticism against Mr.,
Davadhar and his lieutenants is no longer so loud
or bitter, Jt must likewise be remembered that, but
for the general recognition of our character as

_genuine social workers, we should remain cuf off

from the entire official world and from that large
sphere of service to the pesople where the co-opera-
tion of officials is essential. Would it be presump- .
tuous to add that it does the official class some good
to be associated ooccasionally with us, who are also
‘public servants’ like them, but under somewhat
different conditions as to salsries, pensions and
allowances, leave rules, prospects &o., ?

With characteristic modesty and circumspec-
tion Gokhale consulted many wise friends in fram-
ing the first constitution and doubtless profited by
their advice. Some of these are happily living
among us to-day and may not like their names men-
tioned. Within a few days of the Society’s in-
auguration ws find the founder consulting Principal
Selby, whose love of Indians had won him their
confidenoe even in intimate matters. A letter of
kis dated the 13th June, 1905, ia of remarkable in-
terest. Article 5 in ifa original form had the
following :—-
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“Every member on admission shall ba under
a vow of absojute obedience to the First Member
for five years.” .
The warm-hearted professor fastened op this
at once. “ I have looked through the rules of
your new Soclety. It is rather an awful thing that
you should ask men to surrender ahsolutely to you
their conscience and the right of private judgment
.for five yoars, This {g popularly supposed to be the
first condition of admission to® the Scolety of Je-
sus ’ and the main ground of Protestant condemna-
tion of that order. It reads to an Englishman rather
like s rule of a Russian secret society.” Mr.Gokhale
eaw the point at once and in his second draft modi-
. fied the artiole:

: * Every member under training shall, during
the time that he is under training, place him-
self under the entire guidance and control of
the First Member and shall do such work and

devote himself to suoh studies as the First

Member may direot.”

+ The tone and spirit are greatly altered. But Mr.
N :Gokhnlo, with his inside knowledge of college
~ life and discipline in India, would not make a
Targer concession to individual liberty. He insist-
;&-_ ed always on the need of prolonged diroipline and
training, similar to what he .had himself under-
. ®one at the hands of Mr. Ranade, to evoke those
 qualities of idealism, reverence, courtesy, sacrifice
and accommodation which are essential in those
who are pledged to mutual brotherhood in & task

" beret with danger and temptation.

A few days after Principal Selby’s letter came
one from Mr. V. Krishnaswamy Iyer, even then
8 highly valued and much beloved friend. The
.uncommon sagaocity and resolute Independence of
thought of this South Indian patriot blossomed in-

to brilliance in later years, The sentences quoted

below show these oharacteristios in the bud :—
“Can you not take the Governor or any of
his Councillors into your confidenoce ? They
are sure to disapprove of your scheme, but
they will know what it is and won’t suspest,
Seorecy engenders suspicion and suspicion
of the authoritles in India means danger to
Individuale, The Servants of the Society
must face it. But vnnecessary risk may be
avoided. I am not for undue publicity, Buta
few at the head of the govern ment may know.

No serious harm can then befall anybody™.

" Whether on this advice or of his own motion,

Mr. 'Gokhale did show the oconstitution
to the then head of Jthe Bombay Government,
Lord Lamington, and perbaps to other poten-
$ates as woll. Apparently no objeotion was taken
to the Society or its constitution in high quarters.
Nor has any been publicly taken since. But the
ways of officialdom are often hidden from the
ordinary man. Suspioion and espionage wera our
portion till quite recently, and Mr. Gokhale
himaelf was not exempt. Complaint on our part
has not alwaya been acoompanied by redress. Autho-

rities know to perfection the art of professing
unfelt surprise and paesing you on from office to
office without your being able in the end to discover
who is respomeible. If you press them hard,
all you will achieve is to get some clumsy policeman
into trouble. As I once said, the black book of
the C.LD. 1islike a valve opening only inwards,
Mr. Gokhale once told us of a conversation with &
Viceroy who reposed unbsunded confidence in him.
“How is it, he asked, that my highest official ad-
visers still suspeot you and your Sooiety ¥’ But
what right  ave we to grumble at this, knowing
bow in every political crisis almost every Indian’
oonnected with public affaira falls under suspicion,
even though he may be the * trusted * holder of an
exalted office ?

In publishing the comstitution Mr. Gokhale
profixed to it a fow sentences in his own weighty
style and charged with the full earnestness of his
nature. One of these, torn from the context and
construed intonsively, has exposed our membera to
the acousation of having fallen below the standard
sot up by our master, Hers it is “Public life must
be spiritualizeds” Refusing to sunder all relation
with Goverment and not seeking the jail as the only
place for an honest man, we have appeared seekers
of petty material advantages and lukewarm patriots
in comparison with the adherents of a new schoo |
which erects politics into a religion and speaks of
merit and sin, where the common man would apeak
of expediency and inerpediency. To show howfar
Mr, Gokhale's meaning was from the bareness
of agscetiolem it is enough to quote the passaga
in whioh the =sentence in guestion oococurs.

“One essential condition of success in this
work is that a sufiloient number of our country-
men must now oome forward to devote them-
selves to the ocause in the spirit in. which
religious work is undertaken. Fublic life must
be spiritualized. Love of country must so fill the
heart that all else shall appear as of little
moment by its side. A fervent patriotism which
rejoices at every opportunity of sacrifice for
the motherland, a dauntless heart which refuses
to be turned back from iis object by difficulty
or danger, a deep faith in the purpose of Provi-
dence which nothing can shake]: equipped with
these, the worker must start on his mission and
reverently seek the joy which comes of spend-
ing oneself in the service of one's country.”

It would be audacious to claim hat as a body wa
have realized even the unascetic ideal set forth
here. Itisnot in the nature of an ideal ever to be
attained, and all the members of the Servants of In-
dia Sooiety are imperfeot, and some lamentably so.
Our modest plea, however, is that we bave not
abandoned the ideal or deliberately set our faces
away from it. Speocially noteworthy in this con-
nection is the fact that Mr. Sasmal in Bengal and
Mr. Satyamurti in Madras have almost at the
same time found it necessary to proolaim that the
time has oome when politics in this country must
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be secularised, The years have brought wisdom-
‘We are in quest of the golden mean ; but it eludos
us and will elade us to the end.

I

« The story of the ten years during which Gokbale
was at the helm of affairs would really bs a chroni-
ole of Indian politics during the period. Naturally
the Society and its members were dwarfed before
him. In the first years ha exactedstrict compliance

with the rule that members under training should

not ordinarily speak in public or write in the press,
But every one of us had, when the Society was not
in session, to.go about enlisting subscribers to. the
Congress publioation in England called India. This
was weary work and had tobe done again and again.
But we regarded it as a pious duty and found oar
rewsrd in the knowledge that it enabled us to-acquire
of the men and women who had to be shaped into
a nation. In similar spirit we toured in differ-
ent parts of the country es his agents when
monies had to be collected for Mr. Gandhi’s passive
resistance campaign in South Africa and again
when a popuiar propaganda had to ba carried on for
the . promotion of his Compulsory Elementary Edu-
cation Bill. When the first Convention Congress
had to .be .held .in Madras in 1908, bLe
deputed some of us to work under. the masterful
personality of Mr, Krishnaswamy Iyer, and I shall
always remember with pleasurs .the strepuous
months during which I shared the labour with
my friend Mr. Chintamani.

Since his death in 1915 fthe Sooiety has not
shrunk from ite place in the public life of the
country. True, that eveat deprived ds of the sheltar
afforded by a great namoe and even the senicrmost
of the survivors wers without an established posi-
tion. But his guidance had besen clear and his
example full of illumination. Our first $rial, how-
ever, was not long in coming. Mr. Gandhi, having
completed the pear of travel prescribed by Gokhale,
knocked at our door for admission. Anxious were
our oonsultations at the time. We aaw deep diffsr-
ences between him and us and felt, though none
of us could have given clear expression to if, that
his politioal evolution would tske him farther and
farther from us. Still our heartsitrambled as well
a8 grieved when we told him that it was best
for both of us t5 remain apart and pursue
our soveral oouries. The event has vindicat-
od our decision. We have indeed had many occa-
sions to take the field against him. Looking
tbaok over the unhappy period, lefus confess that,
while we recall nothing but infinite compassion and
touderness from him, we have, like naughty children,
indulged occasionally in merriment and strong
oriticisme Still, so ourious and contradiotory is
human relationship that, sharply contrasted as Mr.
QGandhi and the Society are in outward action, they
would be found near of kin where motives ware
weighed and the spirit was taken into acoount.

The second part. of 1918 witneased another
orlais in the affairs of the Society. Our hearts were

T will say this forit:

truly searched when we had to decide whether wa
should attend orstay away from the Speoial Con-
gress in Bombay to consider the reform proposals
of Mr. Montagu and Lord Chelmsford. We sought
the advioe of well-tried friends. We debated and
debated among ourselves; we weighed in our little
judgments the consequences of doing the one thing
or the other. But through the hesitation and doubt
there rang out the clear voice of the departed
leader: ‘Do not break utterly with the past,
stand by my lifelong assooiates.” In factin every
situation of difficulty that confronted us, whetber
it was the proposals of reconociliation between the
two estranged wings of the Congress, the Home
Rule Leagus, acceptance or rejeotion of the
Reforms, Co-operation or Non-Co-operation, we,
have been anxious to remain true to the teaching
in its essence of him who recoiled from eorudity
and ruggedness, whose soul ever sought harmony,
and the secret of whose suocess lay in moderation,

The Society took a bold step on the 19th
February, 1918, in starting the' SERVANT OF INDIA,
The paper rises again to-day from the ashes of the
Arya Bhushan Pros, to live long, lat us hape, and
serve the great causes of which the Society is a
champion. Its ciroulation in the past cammnot
bring pride to its conduotors, while financially it
entails & heavy loss on the Society Its purpose is
purely educative, and much as we should like to
lighten the burden on the Society’s slender purse,
we oannot let the thought of money turn us from
our cherished aim. Whether it has any positive
achievement to its eredit, let our readers judge. But
no reputation has been.
killed in its columns and no good cause ruined.
Malice and pettiness have not been among its
sina. Nor has it been guilty of any serious lapse
from journalistio propriety. The reading publie,
however, bas still to render it its due.

In Mr. Gokhale's time Mr. Kunzra alone,
among the other members, had gone to England
once, and that was to take a course of study in the
London School of Economics. Itis a remarkable
proof of the great stride in political development
that India has since made that in the ten years
after his death many of our members have gone
out of India on some public mission or other. Mr.
Dovadhar went in 1918 as & member of a delega-
‘tion of journalisis to the scene of the greai war,
and he was accompanied by Mr. Ambekar Mr.
Joshi went to Mesopotamia as a Press representa-
tive. When the Moderate deputationiwent in 1919
to give evidence bzfore the Joint Select Committes
of Parliament, Mr, Kunzru and I were among its
members. I went again in 1921 deputed by the

Government of India to the Imperial Conference -

in London. In the same year I repredented India
at the second session of the Assembly of the
League of Nations at Geneva. I procesded then as
India's representative to Washington to attend
the Conference on the Reduction of Naval Arma-
ments. Next year the Governmeut of India deput~
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ed e to Australia, New Zealand and Cansda to
make representations on behalf ‘6f Indians sst=
tled in those dominions. When the Kenya trouble
oame to a head in 1923, the Indian members of the
Oentral Legisiature sent me at the head of a mie-
sfon to England o help our cause, which was to be
settled by the British Cabinet. Next year I went
sgain along with Dr, Besant to urge the question of
political reform. Mr. Joshi attended the “Inter-
national Labour Conference once in Washington
and three times in Geneva. Mr. Tiwary was a
member of the Indian deputation which went
* to British Guiana. towards the end of 1921
to inguire into the conditions of Indian labour
there. Mr.- Bajpai went in- 1921 to study scout-
ing in England with a scholarship from the Gov-
ernment of the United Provinces, Mr. Vaze visited
. Kenya in 1923 along' with members of the Indian
National Congress deputation. The above record
is an eloquent testimony of the regard in which
the Government and the publis alike hold a Society
. of which the membership just exceeds 20. Be if re-
membered further that when I withdrew from the
Council of State last year, I had been a member of
the Madras and Central Legislatures for toen yearsand
' more. Mr.Kunzru was in the United Provinoes legis-
lature, from 1921 t01923. During the same period
Mosare. Dravid and Kelkar were in the legislature
of the Central Provinces and the latter held office
as Minister. Mr. Joshi was nominated -to the first
Legislative Assembly to represent labour and he
* haa been renominated to the second Assembly also,
He has besides served one term ss a member of the
Bombay Corporation. Messrs, Tiwary and Dube
have seats on the District Boards and the Univer-
sity Courts of Allahabad and Lucknow respectively
and Mr. Kunzra is a member both of the Court and
and of the Syndicate of the Allahabad University. )

To the ranks of journalism our membera are
not strangers. The Dnyan Prakash, coming to
life again to-day after the fire, holds a leading posi-
tion among the vernaoular dailies of the Decoan.
Its columns day by day bear the impress of the
sound judgment, wide learning and able pen-man-
ship of Mr. K. G. Limaye, while few readers will
fail to deteot the vigorous style and hard hitting of
Mr. B. M, Amhekar. THE SERVANT OF INDIA bas re-

 geived mention already. The Society owns a biwerk-
1y publioation oallec the [FHitavada ip Nagpur. Mr
Bakuale issues the Trade Union Bulletin. Mr. C. 8.
. Deole edited & quarterly fi.r some year devoted to
economio subjeots Mr. Kishan Prasad Kaul was
Editor of the Hindustani and of a1 Urdu journal
named Subha--Umed which bad a short ex sience.
Mr, Tiwary war rerpobsible for the Abhyudaya
sfora time. in Madrss Messrs. Veokatasubbayya
, and Sivaswam: Jyerlave been editors snooessive
. 1y ot the Co-operative Bulletin. Until recently Mr
Patwardhan was sdining au An. lo-Marathi week.
Iy, oalled the Sansthanes Swarqjya. Of pam-
phiets we have produced a fair number. Fur
two or three I am responsible, and Megsra, Kunxru,

»

Venkatsubbaiya and Kodanda Rae are the authors
of others. This is not, 1 venture fto think, =
mean literary output for a Soclety of our limited
strength and meansa. -

I chould like very much to writs at full length
of the many aspects of social service upon which
our members are engaged. But it would be impos-
giblee. Mr. Devadhar alone would occupy many
pages in the description. The Seva-Sadan and its
various departments are an ornament to this City
and indeed to the Decoan; and, without meaning
any disrespect to its authorities, it may be olaim-
od that it owes & great part of its sudecess to the
industry, devotion and organizing power of Mr.
Devadhar. Governors and the wives of Governors,

_Chiefs and Sardars and lesser notables have borne

witness to hig work. In the sphere of oo-operation
he is an all-India figure, second to fow non-offidials
in experionce, achievement or leadership. Ho is in
constant request all over India as President off
Co-operative Conferonces. He has shown unrival-
led oapacity for organising relief measures on &
large scale when fire, flood or famine causes e woos-
The most conspicuous instance is the work ‘of the-
Malabar Central Relief Committee which alleviat--
ed the sufferings of the vietims of the Moplah:
Rebellion. The grateful people of }Malabar haves
honoured him by giving his name fo a Reoons~
traction Fund and by exhibiting his portrait
in the Muniocipal! Hall of Calicut.

Mr. Joshi has made the cause of labour his own.
Few have his knowledge of the subject. He com-~
mands the respect of the Assembly when he raises:
labour questions. Several items of . benefit to the
working classes stand to his credit. That he should
have incurred the displeasure of a section of mill-

" owners is only to be expected, and, howsocever we

may regret; this oircumstance, there is nothing about,
it whioch is not to his honour. Mr. Thakkar did valu-
able service in the early daya of the Social Welfare
movement in Jamshedpur. He studied closely the
question of compulsory elementary education in
Bombay City and outside, and he is now devoting:
himself with rare zeal to the amelioration of the
Bhils. Of the Bhil Seva Mandal he ia the life and
soul. Aa Secretary of the Decoan Sabha, Mr. D. V.
Ambekar has become well-known and- popular
in lsrge oirclea in the city—an advantage
which he has utilised for the great purpose of
promoting the erectinn of the Gokhale Mamoriak
Hall. Mpr: Chitalia ia the moving spirit of the
Bhagini San.aj. an institution of great interest and
usgefulness devoted to the improvement and welfara
w omen,

No tribute that I oould make in passing would
do justice to the memory of Dr. H. 8. Deva. If any-
one effaced himself and thought only of others, he
did. Kindly and affable by naturs, he was m
universal favourite. N . wonder Mr. Gandhi was
drawn to him and admitted him to a trusted share
tu his Inbours in Champaran in 1917 and 1918. Buk
what endeared him to us most was tne loving
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tenderness and absclute devotion with which he
guarded Gokhale in the closing months of his lifes
In Upper India Mr. Kunzru, aided by his
colleagues, has organised the Seva Samiti which
mitigates the hardships of and renders assistanse to
the thousands and thousands of pilgrims of both
sexes who go to Melas and has won the approbation
of Government as well as the thanks of the people
for its discipline, gentleness and devotion. Mr.
Bajpai's success in organizing the Boy Scout move-
ment and the high state of efficiency in which be
keeps the Scouts have elicited warm commendation
from all quarters. In Madras Mr, Suryanarayana
Rao, before his transfer to the Calicut centre, had
established himself as an invaluable ally of all those,
Europesn and Indian, who were ‘engsged in the
work of temperance and the amelioration of the
depressed classes, while, by careful study of questi-
ons like house-rents in the City snd general taxation,
he became well-known to leaders of opinion. Mr.
Venkatasubbaiya has had an experience which no
other member of the Society shares. For a little
over six months he underwent systematic training
for co-operative work in the office of the Registrar
of Co-operative Societies, Madras, and there acquir-
ed habits of precision, thoroughnessand application
which have charaoterisedall his subsequent work. Mr.
Sivaswamy Iyerhasacquainted himself with the vari-
ous phases of the Co-operative movement and borne
a great part in the assessment and distribution of
famine and flood relief. The Malabar tenantry have
an unflinching champion in Mr. Kodanda Rao. He
has algo worked hard in the relief operations of
the Southern presidency and is now assisting Mr.
Vaze in editing the SERVANT OF INDIA, Of Mr.
Vaze himself it is scarcely necessary to say more
than this—that be has made the SERVANT OF
INDIA, and that its readers, few though they be
«{n.aumber, have learned to respect him -as - a care-
ful student of public questions, a trustworthy ex-
ponent of the liberal school of thought and a writer
of well-balanced and remarkably luocid English.
Two centres of work remain to be mentioned,
Lahore and Cuttack, in which Mesers. -Haradatta
Sharma and Larminarayan Sahu are atriving,
aingie-handed, to keep the Society 's standard
flying by various items of wuseful public
eorvice. Mr Patwardhan, on whom the havoo
wrought by the reocent fire has fallen with the
oruelty of a personal misforfune, has managed the
Pross with single-minded zZeal and untiring industry
ever since it came into our hands. In this work
Mr. Batrve gives him cheerful and loyal assistanoce.
Appended below is a catalogue of the natural
oalamities in connection with whioch our members
have at various times either oonduocted, or assisted
in conducting,’relief operations. India has sufferad
from many others in connection with whioh our
Sooiety has done nothing, If there were a hundred

bodies like our Soolety in this unfortunate country,

they would all find perpetual employment in assis-

tfing people to get over the effects of fire, flood and
amine.
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The Famine at Mirzapur in 1907-8 ; Gujerat
Famine, 1911-12 ; Ahmadnagar Famine, 1913;
United Provinces Famine, 1914; Cutoh Famine, 1916;
General Famine, 1918; ‘Poons District Famine,
1918-19; United Provinces Famine, 1918; Almora
Famine, 1921; Orissa Famine, 1920-1921; Bellary
Famine, 1924; Coimbatore Famine, 1925,

Bengal and Bihar Floods, 1923; Kristna
Delta Flood, 1914; Cawnpore Flood, 1915; South
Canara Flood, 1923; Kolaba Floods, 1923; Allahabad
Floods, 1923; Cyolone in Bagher Ghat( Bengal );
Cyolone in Northern Ciroars, 1925; Cyolone in
Malabar,i1925; Cauvery Floods, 1924.

Cholera in Allahabad; Plague in Poona, 1098 ;
Influenza in Bombay, Madras, Poona and Allsha-
bad.. .

OUR OWN FUTURE.

THE destruction of our Printing Proes by fire made
it more than doubiful whether the Servants of
India Society could hereafter continue its work
on the former level, for it was to the Press that the’
Society owed the financing not only of itstwo news-
papers in Poons, the SERVANT OF INDIA and the
Dnyan Prakash, but of several other activities of
its members elsewhere. Naturaily it was feared that
the papers, whioh financially are not an asset but
a liability, and a heavy liability at that, would be
the first to suffer from a general ourtailment of
the Society’s work which seemed inevitable. But
as soon as news of the fire spread, the Booiety.
received messages of sympathy from its numerous
friends and well-wishers in all parts of the country
and belonging to all seotions of political opinion,
giving an assurance that they would do their best
$o enable the members to oarry on their work
without diminution on acoount of damage due to
fire, and an insistent domand was made npt merely
by men whose politioal opinions the papers may
be supposed to have been voicing, but by men of
overy variety of thought, that the SERVANT OF
INDIA and the Dnyan Prakash should reappear
immediately. The public meetingin Poonas, of which
a brief account is given elsewhere, is a true index
of the universal axpression of sympathy and offer
of financial assistance the Sooiety roceived.
In this meeting looal leaders of all politioal parties,
Non-Co-operators, Swarajists, Responsiviste and
Liberals, and prominent members of all communi-
ties, took ar’active part and called upon the people
liberally to support the S.I.S. The Soociety, fully -.
oconsoious as it is of the difficulties in front of it,
oame«o the oconclusion that, in face of such 8
olear mandate from the general publio, it had no”’
alternative but to resume the publication of the.
journals. Consequently, it has been deoided that -
both the papers should be started. o
We must confess, however, that their future is -
precarious; their continuance will depend upon
an adequate response being made by the country
at large to the appeal of the 8.1.S. for funds. The’
gize of the Dnyan Prakash is being roeduced by
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s little less than owe-third, and the annual

defioit thus lowered. But the S.I.S. has deoided ]

to maintain the SERVANT OF INDIA in its old
form and the deficit which has to be met on
16. I8 very large. Wo should like to take this
opportunity to inform our readers that, excepting

. the editorial staff who receive, & small salary, no
-outeide contributors or reviewers of booke receive
any pasyment; and indeed the reviewers even re-
durn the books they review, thus enriching the Lib-
ary of the S.I.S. In spite, howevaer, of extensive

_ hslp of this kind, generously.- rendered, we incur a
‘heavy loss. The numberof subsoribers must increase
‘three-fold in orderthat the paper can pay Its way.
We would thereforo earnastly beg everyone of our
‘subsoribers to recommend the paper to his friends
individually and persuade at least two of them to
dake it in. It is only by enlarging the circulation
in this way that the future produotion of the
:SBERVANT OF INDIA can be assured. -

FIRE.IN THE ARYABHUSHAN PRESS.

POONA PUBLIC MEETING.

BOON after the fire a requisition eigned by repre-
sentative public men in the City numbering about
230 was sent to the President, Poona City Muniasi-
pality, who corresponds to the S8heri¥ in provinoial
capitals in India, asking him to convene a publio
meoting of the citizens of Poona City and Canton-
ment for the purpose of sympathising with the
.Bervants of India Sooiety in the heavy loms ocoa-

sioned by the fre at the Aryabhushan Press.

This meeting, which was .very largely attended,
took piace on June 4, 1926. In the unavoidable
absenoe owing to illnessof Rao Bhadur L. J. Apte,
President of the City Municipality, Mr. N. C. Eel.
kar, Editor, Kesari, presided and in his introdue-
tory ramarks expressed his sorrow. at the heavy
dose sustained by the Servants of India Saciety on
acoount of the fire at the Kibs Wada, The Dnyan
Prakash which started in 1849 was one of the
oldest Institutions of Poona. The fire had des-
troyed all its old files and in that way had done
" irreparable injury not only to the Servants of
India Society but to the whole of Maharash-
tra. The Aryabhushan Press; though an imstitu.
tion of comparatively recent growth, owed its birth
to such distinguished people as Chiplunkar, Agar-
kar and Tilak. Both the paper and the press were
started with the laudable objeot that they wounld
serve as a means of publio eduoation and of foster-
iog national comsciousness among the people. This
zole, said Mr. Kelkar, both the Institutions had
been so admirably filling; and in spite of politioal
« differences between the two sohools of thought as
. xepresented by the paper of whioh he was the dditor
‘and the Dnyan Prakash,he was happy to say that
there was quite a good deal which was common
ground between them. The Servants of India
Sooiety was, in his opinion, a great instjtution
labouring for the people in a oatholic and none

-= geotarian spirit; and the public cannot but respect

all those who ushered them into sxistence. .All
these institutions had by their work acquired suoch
an imporiance in Maharashtra that visitors te
Poona never regarded their sight-seeing. in Poona
as complete without a visit to them. The calamity
caused by the fire, Mr, Kelkar thoughé, was not
an individual, but a publio one, and it was not
only the Servants of India Socioty but the general
publio that had suffered ; and in order to enable
it to restart all its activities in. their normal.
vigour, the public ought to do ite level bost in ‘all
possible ways to help the Society. .

Mr. Kelkar was followed by Mr. B. S, Kamat,
who proposed the principal resolution sympathis-
ing with the Servants of India Society and appeal:
ing to the public to come to its aid so as to enabla
it to 'restart all its activitios on the old level. Iz
doing so, Mr. Kamat delivered a long speech and
praised the apirit whioh had brought together on the
same platform people holding opposite views im-
politios. Mr. L, B. Bhopatkar, leader of the Swa--
rajist members in the Bombay Legislative Coun-
oil, who ' supported ‘the resolution, emphasised’
the publioc nature ‘of the loss- ocoasioned by
the fire and the faot that the Aryabliushan
Pross catered for all, irrespective of politioal
difforences. As an ‘illustration he quoted the
inatanoe of Mr. Tilak, who, when he had to get a
large number of exhibits in the Chirol case prini-
od within a very short time, instinotvely sought-
the aid of the Aryabhushan press and had no
compunotion in doing so. Publio work ‘always
puffered for want of funds; but a genuine patriot
like the late Mr, Gokhale had during his life-time
kept the Society above want. Mr.-Bhopatkar there-
fore thought that the publio ought to run to the
Society’s aid and ses to it that it did not lack funds.

Mr. V. R. Shinda, the foundar of the Dapressed
Claeses Mission of Indis, said that though Poena ~_
had acquired'some notoriety as a centre of polikical .
controversy, it must be said to ite oredit that its -
publio men knew when to cease quarrelling. Asa
college student, he was an eye-witness to the gom-..
troversy batween Tilak and Agarkar, but he had*
also seen the former shedding tears on the latter's~
death, Mr. Shinde thought that the present waa
another suoh oooasion. This ocalamity was instra-
mental in bringing about a union, as it were, of
people holding different views in politios. This is .
some good that has come out of the recent evil. He "
folt the burning down of the Dnyan Prakash u“
keenly asif it was one of his own limbs, for the'
paper had from the very beginning been champion=
ing the oause of the down-trodden and depresssd
classes for whose elevation he had devoted some of
the best years of his life and preaching progressive
and well-balanced views in publio affairs. The
fire was, as it were, a bolf from the blue for the
Servants of India Society., They all knew how it
ever ran to the help of flood and famine strio_ken
people or people affected by any other o.alamlty.
Sheer gratitude, if nothing slse, now required that
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when the Society itself was the victim of a terrible
calamity, the publio should oheerfully come to its
aid in its hour of need.

Mr. S. M. Paranjpe, the acoradited leader of
the Non-Co-operation party in Poons, and Mr. R. P.
.Karandikar further supported the reselution, the
latter suggesting as a means of helping the Socioty
that those who happened to possess old files of the
Dnyan Prakash or any rare boi.s printed in the
pross conducted by the Society should hand them
over to ik

Mr. D. R. Gupte and Mr. Raghavendra Rao
Sharma, particularly interested in the movement

or popularising the administration of Indian

States, said that the- Dnyan Prakash had laid the
subjects of Indian States under heavy obligations
by its vigorous advocacy of the cause of Indian
States subjects. After being further supported by
Mr. K. T. Jadhav, a leader of the non-Brahman
party, the resolution was unanimonsly olf;rriod.

In moving the mecond resolution authorising
the president to communicate the first resolution
to proper quarters, Prof V. . Kale made it clear
that for years past the Society had been conduct-
ing the papers at great finanoial saorifice. The fire
bad created asituation which threatens'the very
existence of the papers; and the public must avert
this oalamity by making it possible, by means of
liberal financial assistance, for the Society to
resuscitate all its aotivities. During the last few
years the inanoial position of the Society was very
far from satisfaciory and the fire has destroyed the
press whioh Gokhale had intended -as a source of
income to it, Mr. Shankarrao D. Deva and Mr. B.
Q. Jagtap, the former a prominent Non-Co-operator
and the latter a prominent Non-Brahman, supported
the resolution whioh was duly carried.

Rao Babadur H. V. Chinmulgund seconded by
Prof. R. D. Karmarkar having proposed a vote of
_'-thanka to tbhe chair, the proceedings terminated,

Expressions of Sympathy.

:I'HE -Deccan Sabha was one among the earliest
assooiations to come out with an expression of
sympathy for the Servants of India Society. The
resolation that it passed on May 30 was as
follows ~—

fa) The Council of the Decoan Sabha offers
its most heart-felt sympathy to the Servants of
India Soclety in the heavy loss it has substained
by the recent firo at the Dnyan Prakash and Arya-
Bhushan Press. The Council learns with grief
that the fire has not ony destroyed valuable
material assets of the Society ; but aleo still more
precious reoords, which can by no means be
rep aced, in the old files of the Dnyan Prakash,
which contained invaluable information about the
reoent history of the M .harashtra and me rorable
confributions made to i's making by Ranade, the
founder of the Sa ha and Gokhale, the founder
of the Servants of India Soociety. .The ocalamity
that has befallen the Society is therefore

rightly regarded as a publioloss and has deservedly,
evoked universal sympathy.

(3) The Council grisves that the fire has made
it necessary temporarily to suspend the publioa-
tion of the Dnyan Prakash and The Servant of India,
the value of whose sustained advoocaoy of llberal
principles cannot be over-estimated.

fc) The Council is of opinion that the Society
should take immediate steps to resume the
publication of the papers and earnestly appeals to
the members of the Sabha and the general public
generously to support the Sooiety for the purpose.

The Sablia has also started a Dnyan Prakesh
Recounstruction Fund for which a sum of nearly
Rs, 2,000 was promised on the spot.

The Arogys Mandal or the Sanitary Assooia-
tion, Poona, has also decided to oontribute Rs. 500°
to the same fund.

The Press Owners' Association in Poona met

‘soon after the fire under the chairmanship of Mr.

N.C.Kelkar and passed s resolution of sympathy
for -the Society. For the fund started by it for the
rolief of the Arys Bhushan Press, nearly Re. 1,300-
wore promised on the spot,

The Women’s Indian Association, Poona
Branch, also passed a resolution requesting the
Society to resume publication of the papers with--
out delay.

Soveral Prosses in Poona offered to print the.
Society’s papers free of sost till permanent arrange--
ments for their printing could be made.

Since the fire, the Servants of India Societys ha’
been the recipient of a large number of messages of
sympathy and some very encouraging offers-of help.

Mahatma Gandhi wrote to Mr.. Sastri, express-
ing his * distress over the terrible fire which has
reduced to ashes the press owned by the Sooiety,”
and offering to print the SERVANT OF INDIA in his
Nav Jivan press. He added:—" Its acceptance,
I need hardly assure you, will give me the greatest
pleasure. For, though technically 1 am not one of
you, I have ever regarded myself as one of you in
gpirit, and that in spite of fundamental differences
between you and myself on many matters of im--
portance to the country.” '

Ip forwarding Sir Henry Lawrence’s contribu~
tion of Rv.300 towards the Servants of India Sooie-
ty’s Fire Relief Fund, Mr. J.0. Ker, 1.CS., Private
Secretary to the Governor of Bombay, wrote to Mr.
Devadhar, Vice-president of the Society, aa follows=—

“ I'am desired by H. E. Sir Henry Lawrence fo-
inform you that he has learnt with much regret of
the destruotion by fire of the Donyan Praksash - press
and other premises of the Servants of India Society
in Poona. The tamporary cessation of publioation
of this paper, which has -been such a prominent
organ of moderate opinion in this progidency, is a
great loss to the public, and His Excellency hopes
that your appesl for funds for resonstruction of the.
premises will receive generous support. **

Among others whu either wrote or telographed
their sympathy were Mrs. Sarojini Naida; Mr. C. Y.
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C%intamam, Edﬂur Leader. Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas, | Mt R. B, JOShl ‘. . ';, 100

0.3 B, Mr. S. A. Brelvi, Editor, Bombay Chroni- | Rao Bahadur V. R. Pandit ., 100

..cle: Shrimant Chiefs of Aundh, Ichalkaranji, | Rao Bahadur P. V. Shikhare w 100
Mudhol, Jath, and Vishalgad, Mr. S, B, Misra, | Mx. 8. L. Apte . . 100
Registrar, Co-operative Soocieties in -U. P Dr. | Mr. Vidys Sagar Paudya 5, 100

. Jivraj N. Mehta, Mr. Manilal I. Desai, Editor, | Rao Bahadur M. K. Kumthekar - 100
Gujerati, Bombay; Prof. V. (. Bijapurkar; Mr. | Prof. D. L. Sahasradudhe e 100
H. A, Popley, Madura; Mr. C. W. A. Turner, | Mr. J. R. Gharpure - - . 100

108, Mr. F. B. P. Lory, Director of FPublic | D.N. 8. w . 90
Instruction, Bombay, Mr. B. F. Bharuohs, Bombay; | Prof. N. V. Kanitkar » 50
Mr. 8. R. Bhagwat, L. O. E, Chief Officer» Poona | Prof S. G. Sathe 50.

- City Munioipality, Major-G-eneral A. Hooton, | Mr, V. V. Sohoni, Calountta . " 30
Rao Batadur S. S, Talmaki; Mr. T. G. Dhaneshwar, | Mr. Govindrao Ranade, Miraj. - - 25
Rao Bahadur Govindan, Calicut. Mr. V. N, Naik, | Mrs, Annapurnabai Apte » 25
M. A., Editor Manoranjan; Mr.-V, L. Bhave, Dr. | Mr. M. V. Apta S— ‘» 28

. 8. K, Dattas, Calcuita; Mz, K. T. Paul, Calcutts, | Rav. H. A. Popley " 25
Prinoipal G, C, Bhate, Mr. G, A. Natesan, Editor; | Pandit Raghunath Shastrl Patwardhan " 25
Indian Review. Rev. Dr. N, Macnicol, Principal | Mr. S. B, Tilak ” 23

" T. A. Kulkarni, Chairman, Gokhale Education | Mr. M. K. Sharangpani " 25
Society ; Loka Seva Sangh, Poona; Rev. Father | Mr. G. 8. Marathay oo, 2
Playne, 8. J.; Mr., D. V. Gokhale, Editor, Makrattz, | Mr. M. B. Godbole w4 25
Mr, M. B. Marathe, Belgaum ; Mz N. C, Limaye, | A Sympathiser " 25

- 8holapur; $Shri Savatan Dasnam (Goswami | Another sympathiser " 20
Mandal, Poona ; Sarvajanik Sabba, Poona; Bhor | Yoga Mimansa Office, Lonavla " i5

~Btate Subjeots Association; The State Karbhari, | Rev. H. Anderson, Elowrah » 10
Kurundwad (Senior), Mr. R. G. Pradhan, M. L. C. { Mr.’K. R. Marathe, Baroda 10

- Sardar M. V: Kibe, Indore, Mr. R- K. Tatnis, | Mr. S. W. Awati, Poona ... w w10
Editor, Vividhadnyan Vistar. Capt, Balasaheb Dafle; | Prof. J. 8. Hoyland " 10
Mr. M. 8. Madhava Rao ; Native General Library | Mr. M. K. Karkhanis - " 10
Paona; and Scottish Mission Industries Co. Ltd. Mcr. Dongarsing Patil, M. L O, - - 10

. Mr. V. D. Nagarkar _ . o 5
. The Servants ot_ India Society’s Fire Mr. T. H. Kulkarni e 5
. Reliel Fund. Mr. Antaji Damodar Kale e . w B
"“Tne Hon'ble Mr. Justice Keshaorao, Mr. 8. R. Dudbal, Phaltan v w 1—4
of Hyderabad { Decoan ) . Rs. 5,000 Total 18,8134

Prof. V. G, Kale w o 2000

- Hon. Mr. T.R. Venkatarama Snstn, Madraas,, 1,000 Deccan Sabha Fund.

" Mr. R. P. Earandikar .. ., 1,000 | Dr. R. P- Paranjpye e 900

- Rao Bahadur N, K, Kelkar we s 1,000 | Mr. B. 8. Kamat ( 1st instalment) .. , 230
Rao Bahadur R. R. Kala » 1,000 | Mr L. R. Gokhale, ( 1st instalment) ... " ?50.
8ir C. A. Patwardhan, Chief of Sa.ngli » 500 | Mr. and Mrs. Gandhi SO (1] B

- 8ir M. V. Joshi Nagpur... we » 500 | Dr. V. C.Gokhale .. e m 1(10. .
Miss Vithabai Samant = » 500 | Rao Bahadur G. K. Chitale " _' 100e 3"
Prof. G. R. Abhyankar ... » 500 | Priacipal K. R. Kanitkar - » 100 ': )
A Friend, Madras v« s 500 | Rao Bahadur H, V. Chinmulgund ... , 100 -

' The Maharaja of Kolhapur we . 500 | Mr G K. Gadgil, .. e g 160 ¢

. Proprietors, The Hindu, Madras ve 4 500 Mr. A, L. Deshpande e g 100

. '8ir 8. M. Chitnavis, Nagpur ve o 500 | Mr, S. K. Godbole ... e n 100
Mr. Bapusaheb Kale, Jamkhand{ o w 300 | Prof. V.K. Joag ... 11
Mr. V. K. Mainkar e » 300 | Mr. G. G. Thakar ... aee w 0
Dr. Jivraj N. Mehta 250 | Mr. S. K. Shindkar ... v w %
Mr. Vithaldas Damodhar Qovindjee, Bomba.‘r 250 —
Mr. J. A. Madan, I O, 8. w 200 Total Rs. ... 1,926

. Mr. N. V. Raghavan ... » 200 - -

Mr. C. Gopala Menon, M. L. C. e w200 Grand Total ... Rs. 20,7394
A Grooer, Poona. - e w151 L —
Rao Saheb V. A, Patwardhan w101 Soon after the fire an authentic account of it was:
Prof, D. K. Karve w w100 Y published in the press, from which we make the follow
Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, P, C w 100 | fng extracts :— .
Prof. R. P. Patwardhan .- e » 100 THE loss is tremendous in itself; but part of-
Bhor State Subjeots’ Association » 100 | it is absolutely irreparable. The files of the Dnyax-

.. Prof. 8. R, Bhagwat ... we . w100 | Prakash journal for the 1ast 80 yoars were stooked
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on the seeond floor; also files for some Yyears of
the Sudharak, the Kesars and the Mahratle. They
were all reduced to ashes, and most of them can
never be replaced.

A biography of the late Mr. Gokbale was also
being written and to that end materials were being
oollected for the past eight years from every avail-

-

able source in the form of fnnumerable files of

English and Marathi newspapers, correspondence
that had passed between Gokhale and his friends,
and reminiscences specially written by numerous
friends _ of Gokhale at the Servants of India
Sociely’s request, All these materials and the
biography, which was nearing completion and was
about to be given to the printers forbeing et up,
were wholly desiroyed. In several respects this
and the files of the Dnyan Prakash are the most
regrettable elements of the loss, because they are
Irrecoverable.

Besides,several thousand copies of publications,
some of them completed and some unfinished, were
burnt up. For instance, all the novels of the late
Mr. H. N. Apte, more than twenty in number, were
in stock in the Press, each novel runifig into a
thousand and more copies. In addition to this a
very large stock of type and other printing materials

_was destroyed, An idea can thus be formed of the
tremendous ioss suffered by the Servants of India
Society. The only comsolation is that a part of the
press in an out-buiiding was rescued in time. How-
much can be recovered from fire insurance cannot
be precisely forecasted.

‘The activities of the Servants of India Soclety
are, as may be expected, very severely handicapped
by the loss resulting from the fire, and its news-.
papers bave had to suspend publication. The friends
of the Society are, however, rushing te its help and
messages of sympathy and support are continually
pouring in. The sympathy is, indeed, universal and
proceeds from all communities and from persons of
‘all sbades of political opinion. Mahatma Gandhi,
~$andit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Mr. €. Y.
Lhintamani, Professor Bijapurkar and Mp
Talubhai Samaldas were among the first 4o
-mend messages of sympathy. They and many more
have [since made anxious enquiries
promised who]ehearted support. The printing presses
in Poona and elsewhere readily offered to help the
Societyito the full extent of their power.

Donations also are coming in, The Hon’ble Mr,
Keshavrao, Judge of the High Court of Hyderabad,
Decoan, offered Rs. 5,000 immediately on hearing of
the fire; Prof. V. G. Kale promised Rs. 2,000; Dr. R.
P. Paranjpye, Mr. G. R. Abhyankar, a friend from
Madras, each Rs. 5007 Mr. Mainkar of Sangli
Rs. 300. Publie institutions like the Deccan Sabhs,
the Press Owners' Association and the Sanitary
Association have also opened subseription lists and
hopeto collect large amounts. For all this expression
‘of sympathy and the proferring of finanoial aid, the
Servants of India Society is profoundly grateful.

Perhapa the [most (heartening offer of help

and have-

came from the employees of the Press itself,.
who, at their own initiative and of their own.
accord, beld a meeting and resolved to bear
& share of the Soclety's loss by donating their-
bonus, which had accumulated to the amount
of Re. 5000 and foregoing their claim to half"
thia amount, which was added by the manage-
ment. Furthermore, they offered to work with-
out any extra salary for ten hours instead of

~ eight a day in order to enable the press to be-

sef on its feel once again as soon as possible.
The printer of the Dnyan Prakash has written urg-
ing immediate recommencement of the daily Dnyan-
Prakash and offering to do the setting of type.
free of charge for six months. These generous-heart-
ed cffers, proceeding as they do from the com-
munity of interest which the employees feel with:.
the employers, are naturally felt to be most en-
coursging by the Servants of India Society, who-
cannot sufficiently admire the devotion and.
sacrifice of the staff.

The misfortune that has befallen the Society
may well appall abpyone. Members of the:
Sociely .are, however, determined not to lose-
heart, but face the calamity and proceed with.
their appointed task as best they can in ihe full:
faith that {heir sympathisers and patrons, alk
over the country, will render assistance to them
in 'full measure and will not allow any part of
their activities to be in the least curtailed. It
is to be earnestly hoped that help will be speedily”
forthcoming from all quarters, enabling the Society
fo resume their work on the former level and in
order that this may be posmble, much help is-

needed.

FIRST IMPKESSIONS OF EUROPE.

England, 13th May.

ON leaving Port Said we at once encountered a-
storm and the next morning ran under Crete for
shelter. Its mountains were covered with snow
half way down to the sea—most unusual af that
time of year, their crests were wreethed in storm
clouds, and from them an jey wind swept down
upon the ship. It was an unseasonable storm and’
unseasonable weather ; it seemed like an omen of ‘

_the Europe w'e_ wers approaching.

On entering Marseilles no great change was-
observable ; there were the pame tall white houses,.
the same wide shady boulevards, the same energe-
tio, gesticulating, polite French people. But a
few days’ residence in the country, a study of the
papers, an eyg for the posters and notices, disclos--
.ed a different state of affairs, Everywhere one
felt a sense of crieis, and everywhere one heard
and saw everyone accusing everyone else of caus-
ing it. There is & vague apprehension abroad in
France to-day, an ominous fear of the future, The
French have the finest army in Europe, by their

diplomaocy they contrel half of f Europe, and by

their air ﬂeet they bully Great “Britain ; ; yet thex-
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-are full of “excursions and alarums,” they show the
mervous dread of men who fear they cannot hold
-what they have seized, who are haunted with the
-speotres of unappeased ghosts. In spite of- their
-commanding position at the moment, they have
-failed to prevent the slow but steady recovery of
- «Jermany snd they have antagonised her satill
more than before by the ocoupation of the Ruhr,
rthey see the growing prospect of a Russo-German
~alliance, they fear the designe of Muesolini for a
Mediterranean supremaocy, they have a stationary
.population, they are wasting their strength in the
-colonial wars of S8yria and Morosco—the second
-of no direot concern to0 France-—and finally they
-are faced with imminent bankruptey. Uneasy
-leeps the nation whlc'h worships glory and aims
-at empire.

In the small country town in the south of
‘France where the writer stayed thera wera
Royalist placarde denouncing parliamentary
sgovernment as rasponsible for the finanoial crisis

. .and Communist notices denouncing the *eapita-
list” war in Morocco. Both were “ anti-parlia-

-mnentary” and against the present regime. In
"home politics finance overshadowed everyihing
-else. The Ministers had just opened = “Fund to
. -6ave the frano,” the Prime Minister leading off
with 10,000 francs or about Re, 900 pt the present
~«gate of exchange, as if it were some charity ool-
lection, with other subscriptions in proportion.
Meoanwhile the Chamber was holding all night
sittlngs to get the Budget through, while
‘in Parls the Government servants attempted
-# demonstration beoause their wages had not risen
in proportion to the fall of the frane. But the
'-meating was prohibited, the demonstratoras were
* rounded np in small groups as they arrived at the
xendezvous and were released at the end of the
.. -evening.

At the same time the new German Treaty
with the Soviet was published, and the papers,
<Jled by the indefatigable Pertinax who sug-
-gested the immediate signing of the Treaty
then under negotiation with Rumania as the beat
answer, hegan hunting for objeotions. The spirit

v -of Napoleon is stronger than the spirit of Locarao
at Parls. He watches over Paria from the Aro de
“Triomphe, where the fire to the Unknown Warrior
-burns beneath the canopy of his viotories, through
‘the Champs Elysée to the Louvre whera he drove in
state after his greatest triumphs, in the Pantheon
“‘erected to the memory of great men™ but filled
and dominated by his spirit, to the Churoh of les
Invalides where he lies in solitary state beneath
sumptuous porphyry. France still worships at the
shrine of Nationalism and Napoleon is for her the
inoarnation of its spirit.

From France we orossed to England on a
cold and stormy day to be greeted by ohilling
winds and bitter rain. Here too the omen held
good, for within three weeks the General
Strike began. The coal- strike began on May 7

and was followed by a Ganeral Sirike three days

later, deolared without the contracted fortnight's

notice. At once the country as if by magic

was spirited back to a wariime atmosphere;

patrotic appeals were made, wvoluntary organisa-

tions sprang into being, calls for workers multi--
plied, and feverish activity beoame the rule. All

the old colonels turned out o save the country on
motor lorries or went to their oluba to save it from
their armohairs, Mr. Churchill set up as an
amatour journalist { with a not too nice distinction
batwoen truth and propaganda ), Mr. Cook became

the 20th contury “Athanasius ocontra mundum”,’
while Mirabean “Jix" or as he prefers to ba

called S8ir Napoleon Joynson-Hicks became more
Napoloonioc every day. Perhaps the gravest part
of the sirike was the attempted suppression of the
Press. But with the aid of broadoasting, volun-
teer labour and returning printers, a ocontinuous
supply of news was kept up, and before the end of
the atrike the printers were either returning or
demanding from their unions.tha withdrawal of
atrike orders, The Government themselves incur-
red considerable oriticism at the end of tha atrike

for the obvious partiality of the British Gazette
their commandeering of paper belonging to The
Times and their failure to insert the Archbishop’s
proposed terms of peace. On the whole, however,
public opinion was solidly behind the Government
in fighting the Genoral Strike, though not solidly
behind it in its attitude to peace. It was falt that
the unions had no right to bresk their contracts
without glving a fortnight’s notice and that the
whole community conld not be diotated to by an
intransigeant miners’ secretary. Sir J. S8imon’s
speech, which exposed the illegality of the strike,
-made & deep impression and marked, perhaps, its
turning point. -

The honours of the peace belong first to thc
Churches, which under the Archbishop of Canters
bury’s guidance issued the firet reasonable pescw
proposals, then to the Liberals who backed thems
up, and very largely to Sir H. Samuel who invent-
ad the necessary formula for renewed ocoal nego-i-
tiations.

The two dominant impressionsleft by thae strike
woak have been the orderliness and good humour of
the strikers and the efficiency of the Glovernment
emergenoy measures. Thestrikersproclaimed daily
in their official organ that they were not fighting
the constitution and in many places strikers and
police arranged friendly football matches. Scarce-
ly any shortage of food was felt by the average
householder, and the voluntary transport service
improved daily. Finally no praise is too high for
the police. Not a single shot was firad throughout
the strike and the only deaths have beon caused
by train acoidents. On both sides the struggle -
has been conduoted in the best English apirit, w’
sturdy determination to go through with it anq a
lack of lasting bitterness.

The future depends largely on Mr. Baldwine
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He is certainly a man of peace as he says, and
no one doubts his sincerity and good-will. But
many are not so cerfain of his_ability to restrain
the more impetuous of his colleagues or to prevent
- the victimiration and the contiouance of guerilla

. warfare, as Mr. Thomas c¢alls it, by the employers.

If he can do this the country will quickly settle
‘down and bis reputation will be enbanced, but
otherwise a lingering bitterness will remain, and a
long step will have boen taken in widening the
gulf between the working and cosapitalist classes,
:_Eng]and is in greater danger from Fascism than
revolution today. :

We have been cut off from foreign news and
have beard little of what is happening sbroad. The
British delegation, headed by Lord Cecil, has left
London for Geneva, there fo renmew the diplo-
matio struggle upder the polite rame o 8 commit-
tee of inquiry. Negotiations with the Riffis have
broken down : the French have advanced and the
Riffis have burnt two villsges of a. tribe which
recently submitted to. the Spaniards. This hard-
1y looks like extinetion. In}iSyiia’ fighting with
the Druses is reported in Damascus, which, coming
after the news of the recond French occupation
of. Sueida, hardly eounds like a further French
advance, The Mandates Commission’s report on
 Syria bas been published and criticices France,
but little is likely to be done. From Italy come
dietatorial trumpetings which make France, Yugo-
Slavia and Turkey equally uneasy and which
have given rise to rumours jthat Abyssinia is to
slake for the moment the Italian imperial thirst.
For the rest Turkey fears Italy and Greece Yugo-
Slavia, Poland and Rumania have financial crises,
Germany jis not yet in the League of Nations, and
no man knoweth what the next six months may
bring forth,

T. G. P. SPEAR.

REVIEW.

THE NATION AND THE CHURCH. By BERTRAM
PoLLOCK, Bishop of Norwich, K.C.V.0.,D.D.
(Jobn Murray, London.) 1925. pp. 159.

THE book contains eix charges delivered by the
the Bishop of Norwich on episcopal visitations in
his own diocese. The bishop tries in these charges

to show what the existing situation is in the Church.

of England, to give an estimate of the present posi-
tion in the Nation and the Church viewed in their
relations to one another, to sum up in a spirit deta-
ohed from all party allegiance the indications of
the present day, and lastly to maka olear his opinion
that the Church and the Nation do need each other.

The Bishop makes, to begin with, quite clear that
the term Church is not co-extensive with the term
Natior and then proceeds to indicate where you
find a Nation’s Christianity. Such a thingasa
Christian Nation does not exist in the ultimate
. and ideal sense of the term, but still he maintaine
»  that the French writer who remarked that the

Fnglish people have the habit of treating alf
quegtionn from a moral abgle is right, and that
l.llb_lt is due to the permeating influence of Christ-
lanity in the Nation So vou are able in a qualified
sense to gall the Nation Christian, firstly, beoause
it comprises cilizens who with active conviotion
conferg their faith ip, and their love to, Jesus:
Christ; secondly, because others, although more
detached, yet acknowledge the supremacy of Hia
example; thirdly, because it holds many who like
to follow a Christian lead; and fourthly, because it
contains others who indireotly accept the new
values whioch He has brought into the world.

In the worde of Dean Farrar: the majority of
the people acknowledge and maintain that “the
ei.Tects of the work of Christ are indisputable and
historical. It expelled cruelty, it curbed passion,
it branded suicide, it punished snd repressed an
execrable infanticide, it drove shameless impuritiea
into a congenial darkness, There was hardly a
class whose wrongs it did not remedy. It resoued
the gladiator, it freed the slave, it protected the
captive, it nursed the sick, it sheltered the orphan,
it elevated the woman. It changed pity from a
vice into & virtue, It ennobled labour from a vulga-
rity into a dignity, It sanctified marrisge.”

It is the first chapter which is cf general in-
terest ; most of the others might not beso for us
bere in India, written as they are exclusively for
the population of the Norwich diocese in England.

A, J, KUNDSEN,
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WANTED.

A Poultry Expert on Rs. 200-250-25/-550/25-750 -
(Punjab Agricultural Service). Must POBEeSE .
a thorough scientific training in apimal breeding
and the elements of general science. Practical
experience in poultry farming essential. Proba-
tionary period 2 years. Will be guided by Funda-
mental Rules in the matter of leave, pension'and
Travelling Allowance.

Applications stating qualifications with copies
of testimonials must resch the undersigned upto
.30th June 1924,

DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE,

Punjab, Lahore...
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