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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

inolucion of eivil disobedience of a im ¢
ed character among the politica)
methods open to the Indian Nationa
Party is etill & subject of comment

in the public press. The Indian
Daily Mal is yet unable to recomecile it with
the Party's professed adherence to oconstitu-
tionalism and administers a gentle rebuke to
this journal for having lent ita support to the ereed
adopted by the Party. Wae are, however, unable to
disoern any substantinl difference between the
Mail's views and our own. The Mail takes no
objeotion to the definition by Mr. Gokhale of the
limits of constitutional agitation, which was oited
at the United Nationalists’ Conference; that is to
aay, it holds that in an emergency even the extreme
measure of the withholding of taxes may by rights
be resorted to by a striot oconstitutionalist. It
would, however, insist, as Mr, Gokhale never failed
to do, that the measure could be justified only by a
correspondingly grave orisis. Our cpinion is
identinoal. Constitutionalism, we say, does not
necessarily rule out passive resistance; in extreme
oases it is permissible to politicians who swear
by the constitutional method, All that is permissible
is, however, not expedient and the expedienoy of it
at any given moment must be determined by the
conditions existing at tbe time. At any rate it
oan never be a means to be employed in normal
conditions and must always be reserved for ex-
oeptional ciroumstanoces.

THE

Constitutiona~
1lism and Passive
Resistance.

*
IT is not diﬁicult to take some debating points
against this position, ard the 7, D,
Mail is not' slow to advanca them.

Comhtutionslism covers ‘' aven the
nored right of insurrection ™, says it ; then why not
mention phynsical viclence too asa mothod ‘open to
tho naw Party ? Our own opinion of the mcope of

And Physical
Vlolenu

1 constitutionalism was slightly different, but if we

have the Mail’s authority for including this we are
quite willing to damp down our own soruples in
this respect and acoept the Masl’s amendment. This
much at any rate is certain: if the right of in-
surrection does not find specific mention in the aims
of the new party, it is not becanae of its devotion to
the principle of non-violence in all circumstances,
but merely becaure it feels that the oocasion for
having recourse to this means would be still -more
distant than that for resorting to passive resistanoce.
If, however, for the sake of legical completeness, the
inclusion of that is ipsisted wpon, we shall rot
raise any serious objection. Another point made
by the Mail is, why exolude mass movements of
passive resistance if you include individual and
group mevements ¢ The reason is the very same as
given above. The latter are far more within the
bounds of practioal politics than the former. It is
no doubt impossible to draw a line between the
two kinds of movements, but the difference between
them is in practice very real. If group resistance
is to be ruled out, because it cannot be precisely
distinguished from mass resistance, individual re-
sistance also, which the I .D. Mail supports, will
have to be ruled out, because several individuals
individually resieting will in effesct practise
group resistance. These are, however, all debatirg
points, and we are reluctant to disouss them when
there is, as we look at the matter, in reality a
complete agreement between our views and the
views of the Mail,

* * *

THE Government of India are not without a sense
of humour ; they greatly enjoy to
toast prohibition over a cask of

whisy. At the instanoce of the Stores Purochase
Committee, the Government in 1924 consented to
attach a preamble to their Stores Purchase Rules
declaring in emphatio terms that their policy was to-
make purchases with a view not only to economy
and efficiency, but to encourage the industries of
the country. They have now become evangelistio
and have coneented toaddress an adjuration to the
Indian publio to “Support Indian Industries” by im-
printing it on postage stamps when they are defac-
ed. But their own practice isa oruel mockery of
their preamble and adjuration. When the new
stores purchase rules wara promulga.tad in 1924, we
folt oonstrainad to observe that “the polioy of the
CGovernment in the matter of foreign stores, and for
that matter, the purchase of all their stores, ramalna
materially unchanged—purchase trom London,” It
remains 50 to-day. The pivotal recommendation of .
the Stores Purchase Committee, made as long ago as
1920, was that the chief .Stores Purohase Depart-
ment of the Government should be located in India .
and that the London office be reduced to & - branch .
office. When taxed in the Legislative Assembly
early in 1924 for not giving effect to thia recom-
mendation, the Government threw the blame on the
Legislative Assembly and the Retrenchment Com.

Stores Purchase,
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mities. As that decent excuse is now no longer
available, Government profess that it would result
in * undue sncrifice of economy and undue risk of
unsatisfactory quality.”

The Indian Merchants Chamber, Bombay, who ars
not incompetent judges of the matter, doubted the
validity of th s ples. The Chamber gave instances
40 prove that “not only orders are thus placed for
ar'icles which can be seoured in this country but
preference is given, and a very decided preference
400, to artioles of British manufacture and the low-
est tendere are rejected” on “flimsy excuses.” Sir B,
N. Mitra replied that Government could not accept
the proposition that whenever articles of local
manufacture were available, they should purchase
them in preference to imported articles irrespective
of quality or cost.” Now it is positively unfair to
say that the Chamber wished that no attention was
to be paid to quality or cost. The truth is that Gov-
ernment would not have Indian arficles evenif they
were of the same quality and price asthe imported
ones ; for, says Sir B. N. Mitra in the very next
breath, that ' prefarence for particular brands was
not unkpown in the trade, though the cost of
articles of such brands might be ¢omewhat higher
than those other brands which might be equally
good.” This is nothing short of casting iuto the dis-
card the preamble and the declaration which the
Government had pompously bnomed in 1924. And
yet the Stores Purchase Committee, consisting of a
majority of Europeans, had innocently recommend-
ed that local manufacture shouli actually be stimu-
lated by guaranteeing orders for a definite period,
by placing or:ers at specially favourable rates
for & limited time, and by securing favourable
rates. We cannot help feeling that vested interests
in Loundon are and yet too strong, and that the policy
of exploiting Indis for Englan’s bouvefit is still in the
ascendant Happily thisis a  atter on which the
European commer :ial interests in India bold views
incentical with those of the Indian community, and
we trust that they will join hands iu the agitation
and pull the full weight of their great influence io
the councils of the Government of India.

* * *

The Government of the Central Provinees have
taken an admirable stand in the

matter of the conflicting claims of
Muslims and Hindus to lead pro-

cessions with musie on publie roads
alongside of mosques. When the demands of re-
ligion conflict with civil rights, the latter must
prevail. No civil restriotion on the use of a public
road can arise from the existenoe beside it of m
place of religion. In an emergency the exercise of
common right may have to be denied ; but that does
not imply a permanent denial. Government will
continue to maintain strict religious neutrality and
will not uphold the alieged special rights of
Muslims which involve a subtraction from the com-
mon rights of other communiiies on the plea
tbat such special rights were accorded by the previ-
ous Mah 'medan administration, unless and until
they are legally established. Government conceds
that it is both right and reasonable that thers should
be some restriction on the playing of musio befure
mosques, whether in respect of hour, proxim ty or
woluma, but the restriction should be the minimum
necessary for undisturbed religions observance.
Special rights should only be secured, however, by
mutual consent or by judicial decisions or by legis-
iation Wae fear good will, particularly between the
olasses of people wto create these troubles, is a

C. P. Govern=
ment and
Mahomedans.

broken reed. Judicial decisioms will tam on the .

atoidents in the dead past and not on the needs

of the living present or the pregnant future, We
have, tharefore, advocated in our last issue legisla-
tion, which need not, howeéver, be permanent or
applicable to the whole of British Iodia It may be
limited toa temporary period and appli%d to areas
notified by the local Governments,

* . *

Apropos of the religious neutrality of the British
Government in India, what, we
wonder, is the polioy, declared or
otherwise, that prevails in the Indian
States? Do the Governments of
these States follow the example of the British Gov-
eroment and observe religious neutrality? The
Muslims of Berar have based their claims for
special rights which discriminate against Hindus
on the ground that they were in the enjoyment of
such rights, as Berar was for a long time under
Muhammadan administration. Are these diserimi-
nations still enforced in Hyderabad, for instance ?
* ¥ *

THE outrageous educational ordinance recently
promulgated by H. E. H. the
Nizam is a fresh reminder thaf
Mughalai has not yet ceased to be
synonymous with high-handedness
misrule and the worst features of an autocratio
rule. The ordinance in question is intended to
govern the establishment of new private schools and
the continuance of old ones. A school which teaches

Religious
Neutrality in
Indian States.

The Nizam’s
New Education-
al Ordinance.

15 ar more children, has its own course of studies -

and reoceives no financial or other aid from
the State is to be regarded a3 a private school.
For starting a school or an educational in-
stitution im British India, permission of the
Government is vot veeded ; but the Nizam in his
anxiety to be more royalist than the King himself
intends by this ordinance to make the sanction of
his Government a condition precedent to the
establishment of any private educational institution
in his territories | Need it be made clear that even
girls' schools are not to ba free from the operation
of this arbitrary fiat ? The ordinance is to have re-
trospective effeot and will also apply to educational
institutions already in existence, The penalty for
failure to secure the precious permission from the
State authorities would be that on the recommenda-
tion of the Education department, the Police will
have the defaulting school forcibly closed! In H.
E, H.’s dominions under this ordinance the right to
inspect such private sohools is not restricted merely
to officers of the Education department, but is ex-
tended to officers of all the departments of the State,
the Police and C. I. D. not excluded! The Nizam
apparently looks upon private schools as so many
hot-beds of sedition, but if he ihinks that his new
order will stamp out sedition, he is gravely mis-
taken. While it is sure mot to kill sedition, if
any, in his State, it is sure to kill private
enterprise in the educational field, of which there
cannot be a surfeit in the Hyderabad State. The
ordinance has rigntly given rise t» & strong feeling
of resentment among H. E. H.’s subjects, who have
already entered their emphatic protest against it.
We need not say our hearty sympathies are with
them, in their right ous struggle. This will give
a foretaste to the people of Berar of what to expeot
from the Nizam if they agreed to go back under his
BWAY.
* * 3

THE education of the youth of the country has
unfortunately been among the worst
vietims of frrelevant fanaticism of

evety kind, In the name

Hands off,
Please!

of
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patriotism Mahatma Gandhi instituted a boycott of
Government contralled or aided educational institu-
tions and inaugurated his own national education
programme, the principal content of which was the
spinning of yarn. Many a bright and promising
youth has been utterly ruined thereby and even his
own personal influence in Ahmedabad coupled with
his Chancellorship of it has not saved the Gujarat
Vidyapith from unemployment. It is now Bir
Abdur Rahim’s turn to try his hand at educational
roform. In the nmame of Muslim sommunalism and
« oulture, he has made up his mind to foroe the Urdu
language oo the Muslims of Bengal, over 95 per
oent. of whom have Bengali as their mother tongue
and who regard Urdu as a foreign language. He
violently opposes the introduction of Bengali
a8 the medium of instruotion in the schools of
Bengal and desires that Bengal Muslima should be
educated in Urdu. We do not understand what
purpose is served by the Bengalee Muslims boyoott-
ing their mother tongue. It may be a consolation
to Sir Abdur Rahim to know that the Irish fanat-cs
have perpetrated a similar injustice in Ireland. But
this process of driving people to isclation will lead
to disastrous results. And Mr. Khundkar Faizuddin
Abhmed, M. A., Research Scholar in the Dacca Uni-
vergsity, has done well to warn his foliow-
religionists of them. Writing in the Mussaiman
of Caloutta, he sayr, *Mussalmans have had once
to repent for not allowing their chiidren to learn
" Engiish ; they will once more have greater reason to
repent for the course of action some of our leaders
are going to pursue, (i.e.) opposing the proposal of
Bengali being made the medium of instruction.”
And he ories out almost in anguisb, “it is desirable
that leaders of our community should direct tteir
sotivities and energies into other directions than
this and let the students alone to have their choice
Amen !
* * *

IN her comprehensive and well-balanced paper on

the *Women and Children in Indian
Lady Chatterlee Industries”, read before the Royal

Labour Con-
3;::10::;? areon Sooiety of Arts in London, Lady
Chatforjee desoribed with under-

standing and sympathy the conditions under which
women and children work in the organised textile,
tea and mining industries in India. The majority
of women industrial workers in England are
aanmarried and between the ages of 18 ard 24, while
in India most women workers are married
mothers or young girls. Women in India are
uaable to live safely in izolation ; they need the pro-
tection of men, they are very shy and receding, they
do not express their grievances and agitate for their
removal, They are often recruited from long dis-
tances with little knowledge of the conditions under
which they have to work. They are illiterate and
unable to profit by labour legislation. These special
features of Indian women and ohildren in industries
requirs speoial measures. Kven more in India than
in England is the need of women industrisl workers
for housing which will seoure privacy and happy
home conditions, for oréches, for maternity benefits,
skilled midwives, women doctors, faoilitias for
edoncation and recreation, and more than all, women
factory inspeotors and welfare workers, who wili
study and discover the needs of the women workers
and render those aids that only women can give. It
is a great shame that Mr. N. M. Joshi's Maternity
Benefits Bill was thrown out at the instanoce of the
Government of India, aithough they oonceded
that the measure was not in advance of public
opinion. - We commend Lady Chatterjee’s papsr to
#he Governmaent and the legislators,

THE BEGGAR PROBLEM.

A3 is only to be expected from the experienced
administrator of the Criminal Tribes Settlement at
Dharwar, who has besides devoted a ocouple of
months in comparative study in England and Den-
mark, Mr. O. H. B. Starte, L.C. has presented a
thorough, comprehensive and well-thought out
report on the problem of the prevention of beggary
and the allied problem of poor relief in the Bombay
Presidenoy, with concrete schemes for immediate
aotion in Bombay City. There will be general agrae-
ment on most of the principles, in the statement of
which he has shown much understanding, sympathy
and imagination. He would prohibit all begging,
aotive or passive, religious or otherwise, in publio
places, only permitting begging in private homes
and in and about places of religious worship,
provided it 'oes not cause annoyance or danger to
public health.

Of the 6,883 beggars enumerated in the special
census conducted by the Bombay Corporation,
My, Starte thinkse that it will be sufficient if fresh
institutional oare is provided for 800 men, 230
women and 350 children under 16 years of age, or
1,380 souls in all. To whioh may aleo be added the
provision for 50 persons in the Clearing House.
This is to involve a non-reourring expenditure
of Rs. 13,30,500, and a reourring expenditure of
Ra.2,77,358 (which is obtained by deducting Re.25,000
on account of grants-in-aid to other institutions
from the net expenditure of Rs. 3,02,358 shown
in statement II on page 31 of the Report).
Interest at 6 per ocent. on the oapital expenditure
will be equal to an annual charge of Rs. 91,830,
which, together with the recurring cost, will come
to Rs. 3,69,188, or Rs. 258 per annum or Rs. 20.75
per mensem per individual beggar.

This must make us pause, A peep into Mr.
G. Findlay Shirras’ book, * Working Class Budgets,
Bombay”, page 48, reveals the faoct that as many
a3 337 per cent. of the families—and that is the
largest single group—whose budgets have been exa-
mined, had 8 monthly income of Rs. 44-9-7 each,
and consisted of 3'9 persons in each family. Which
means that the earning per head is just over
Rs. 11.25 per mensem. The oontrast between this
and the sum postulated for each beggar under Mr,
Starte’s soheme is striking indeed. Far, for be it
from us to grudge to spend the small amount of
Ra.20 on each beggar; we will most heartily welcome
the provision, if we oan, of a much higher minimum
not only to tha beggara but to all the many millions
of hard-working and patient Indians, now strug-
gling in utter poverty, earning much less than
Ras. 20 per mensem, and having to make it go much
farthor. It is ceriainly desirable and - even flatter-
ing to order our institutions on standards similar to
the corresponding ones in wealthy Europe and
America. But impeounious India must.out its
ocoat acgording to its cloth. It is true that the
standard of expenditure in our hospitals and jails
is far higher than that of most of their inmates and
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approximates to that of the wealthy west.
these institutions are for temporary residence ; they
ara reformatories, workshops where repairs to the
.body apd the mind are executed as rapidly as pos-
sible, and the persons put back on the road to earn
their bread aud cease to be a charge on the rate-
payer. The more efficient the workshop, the more
rapid and thorough the repair and the sooner the
relief to the taxpayer. Such is not the case with
the care of the infirm and the aged; it is a perma-
nent charge. And it seems hard that we should
spend on each beggar asbout twice as muchasa
.graat bulk of workers manage to earn.

1t would, however, be incorrect to suppose that
"My, Starte has budgetted for an extravagant stand-
ard for the beggars of Bombay. In fact, he has
allowed just Rs. 10 per adult and Rs. 8 per child for
food and clothing charges. The rest of the expen-
diture, which is much more than this allowance for
food and clothing, is due to overhead charges, build-
ings, staff and office. There is not much scope,
therefore, for reduction of estimates under food and
olothing charges; it can only be attempted under
overhead charges.

The largest single institution proposed by Mr.
Starte is the Colony for the aged and the infirm.
The lepers, the blind and the diseased are to be
sent to existing special institutions and ordinary
hospitals. The Colony will, therefore, contain most-
1y those infirm with age, but with no acute disease,
though the acheme provides for 200 hoapital beds.
The Colony to accommodate 500 such is estimated to
vost 614 1acs of rupees to build and nearly half a
1ac per annum to maintain. Before this is decided
on, it may be considered whether these beggars can
be distributed among the various hospitals in the
Presidency, and thereby the cost of buildings and
staff saved, Aoccording to the latest annual
Report of Hospitals and Dispensaries in the Bombay
Presidency, there are 6,872 beds available in the
hospitals in the Presidency and the daily average
number of patients ocoupying them is 3,499. Can
500 beds be spared, or can 500 additional beds be
aocom modated in the same buildings ? If not, would
it be cheaper to put up small separate wards or
homes for the aged and the.infirm.close to the exist-
ing hospitals? Or can mussafarkhanas, which have
fallen into disuse sinoe the diversion of passenger
traffic to rail and motor, be seoured? Or will
it be sufficient if & pension of Rs. 10 per adult
and Rs. 8 per child is paid to these beg~
gars? At present beggars are getting mostly ecoin
a8 thelr earnings, and with that money they are
somehow managing for their food, olothing and
shelter, Perhaps most of them board and lodge
with some needy friends, Tho prohibition of begging
will put an end to thelr)income; and if that is
made good by a pension, the rest of their present
arrangements may stand.

My, Starte proposes to build eolonies for 300
able-bodied beggars also. Wa are not quite convine-
od of the need. If the able-bodied man has taken
%0 boggiang for want of employment, all that need be

But -

done is to 3find him - work.with the least cost to the
community. Three hundred additional hands
between the big' employers whom Mr. Starte
enumerates and the Sukkur Barrage will not mean
the elbowing out of others, and plenty of unkilled
coolie work can ba easily found. The finding of this
work ought not to cost any appreciable amount. Nou-
o_i_ﬁcial organisations like the Sooial Service League
or the Salvation Army, may be requested to help
in the matter. If this suggestion is found feasi-
ble, it will save nearly a couple of lacs under non-
recurring and Rs. 21,000 under annual staff charges.

The control of institutions for beggars Mr.
Starte would vest in the local boards and muniei-
palities and not in the Government or a separate
Board of Guardians. Hisprinoipal reasons for this
suggestion are that local authorities will be in
cloger touch with local public opinion aud not
attempt to go too far ahead of it, and that they will
not be willing to contribute to the expenses of the
administration unless they have some representa-
tion on the Board. It is exactly for the first reason
that we advocate Government ocontrol. Publio
opinion hardly exists in the districts on this ques-
tion and only faintly in the metropolis, and local
authorities may not, most probably will not, move
at all. As for the other, even My, Starte admits
that it is not possible o respect the autonomy of
local authorities in many cases. He thinks that
every distriot need not provide every single institu-
tion that he advocates, but that different distriots
may gtart different ones, and send ils beggars to
the appropriate institution controlled by other
authorities, and pay for them (paras. 4,33,35). If
local authorities 'are to pay for the support of
beggars found in their districts though cared for
jn institutions controlled by other bodies, there
{s no reason why that other body should not be the
Government. If the suggestions we have ventured
to make are acoeptable, the whole Presidency will
have to be treated as a unit and then if is inevit-
able that the control should rest with Government.
The charges of the upkeep, however, should ba
debited to the local authorities from which the
beggars come, That would be areminder to them
of their obligations, and if that should induce any
local authority to etart its own institutions, the
Goverpment might withdraw from that district.
It will thus be open to a local authority to take over
the responmbxhty for its paupers if it oares, or pay
he Government for performing that service for if.
The CGovernment may appoint an advisory com-
mittee, consisting of representatives of selected local
authorities and experts to advise it.

REVIEW OF THE TRADE OF INDIA IN 1924-25.

THE export trade bas reached the point of 1913-14
and the recovery is nearly complete, whereas the
import trade falls short of the 1913-14 ﬁgura by 46
orores. As a result of the large balance in India's
favour, viz. Re. 155 orores, there was a net import of
gold and silver to the extent of Ra. 94 crores. The
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imports of cotton manufactures have beaten all re--

cords, reaching the figure of Rs. 82,32 lacs. Sugar
ranks second in order of importance in the import
trade, the imports being valued at Rs. 20,37 lacs as
comparad with Rs. 14,29 lacs in 1913-14, the pre-
war year. Nearly half the imports of iron and ateel
comoe from the United Kingdom, while 31 p.c. come
from Belgium. The United Kindgdom bas lost its
position iu this ling, supplying only 2 p.c. as against
31 p. o. in 1919-20. Foreign drugs and madioines are
valued at Rs. 1,81 lass and provisions reach the
high figure of Rs. 3,92 lacs. Liquora show Rs. 3,28
lacs of which the largest share was taken by Bom-

bay, Glass-ware imports reach the figure: of Rs. 2,60

1ans, showing how helpless India is in the matter of
indispensable nécessaries.
The exports of Indian-made ocotton-goods im-

proved by 10 p. ¢., reaching the fizure of Ra. 6,86 lacs.

The total production of Indian mills amounts to
nearly 2,000 million yards as compsred to nearly
1,200 million yards in 1913-14. Exports of raw jute
increased from Rs 20 to Rs. 29 crores, Garmauny be-
ing the best customer taking nearly 14 of the whole
quantity exported; gunny bags inoreased: from
Rs. 18 to Rs. 23 orores. The value of exported wheat
is Rs 17,19 lacs as compared with Rs. 9,12 lacs.in
the preceding year, the price beinz responsible for
the result, having risen by Rs. 15 per ton. The total
export of tea amounted to 340 million lbs. valued at
Ra. 3314 orores, nearly the same figure——Rs, 33
orores—being reached by oil-seeds. The export of

raw hides to the value of Ra. 7,18 laos is a standing |

reproach to our manufacturing oapaoity, so also is

the export of raw wool valued at Rs. 5,07 lacs. Why

could we not turn this wool into woollen-cloth ¢

‘ Ag to the direction of foreign trade, ¥{ of our
exports are absorbed by the United Kingdom and 14

by all the other countries of Europe. Noearly half

our imports come from the British Empire. Amongst

others Germany, Java, Japan and U. 8. each
supply 7y of the total imports. Japan takes } of
Indian exports and U. S. nearly ¢ and Germany
ve It is interesting to note that India’s import and'
export trade with' the rest of the British Empire
exaotly balanoed each other In 1924 as compared with:
an excess of imports of Rs. 34 orores in the pre-war
year 1913-14. Japan retaids the second place in
India's foreign trade as'in the preceding year. It is
& plty that Afghanisian does not take more than

Ry, 2,78 laos worth of exports from Indiay similarly:

Persia is & poor copsurner taking only Rs 2,56 lacs
worth of export.

The total visible balance of trade after allowing
for imports of merchandise as well as: treasure dur-
ing the year 192425 is Ra. 60,74 lacs. Against this
{a to be sat the huge sum of Rs. 56,35 laos on acoount
of Council drafts, purchase of sterling and other
Government remittances. The net gain, thérefore,
from the whole tranauotion is the import of treasure.
It ig likely that for the next deoade or suo India will
iave a very large balance in her favour and the
quntmn is whether she ahould continue to buy gold
for non-monetory uses or- to- invest the major

portion in productive enterprises. The general
impression left by the review is that India is still
the world's supplier of raw materials and there is,

‘very little progress made in transforming these into

finished products ourselves except in the item of-

cotton piece-goods and yarn. We bave got the.

steel industry and the leather-goods industry, but,

only to swear by. An amount of lee-way has to be,
made up and for the next few years attention musf.
be concentrated on the production of finished goods:
of all variefies. .

During the year price-levele of India’s best.
customers, the United Kingdom, Japan: and- U. 8.,
were stable. This helped the recovery of the export:
trade: Side by side prices in India have fallen - from«
174 to 168. Some exoeptional commodities, howaver,.
have risen in. price enormously.; sugar stands at.
239; cotton manufactures at 275 ; tea stands at 205
and raw cotton ak 272. ( All these index rumbers-
presuppose the bage 100 in July 1914.)

The Report leaves very little to be desired in
the matter of charta and tables, which are arranged’
té present the faotd from as many points of view.
as posgible. But the bare recital of trade figures
should bs accompanied by a sorutiny of the moral
values. It is necessary to see where we are wrong,
whither we are drifting and what_ls to bz the ulti-
mate destiny' of ovarseas trade from the point of
view of national welfare. We hope to see this
lacuna filled up in the next Review. ‘

COMPULSORY EDUCATION IN ASSAM.

THE Compulsory Education Bill, introduced by the
Minister of Education, the Hou'ble Manlavi
Saiyid Muhammed Ssadulla, will in all likelibood.
be passed into law. in the next'session of the Assam
Legislative Counoil. When' this happens, Assam
will indeed have taken a long step forward towards
mak iog primary educatiaon fairly general, if not uni-
versal within itg barders. Such a measnre of compul-
sion‘is more than ever necessary for aprovince which
is 8o baokward in education as Assam. For there the
ohildren in schosl bear to the children that should
be in sohdol no higher proportion than 1te 5. The
population of the provinoe is 76,06,230; which means,
roughly spesking, that there should be 9,50,009
children of schoel age in the province, Buf of thesge
only 1,96,069 are actually in attendance. That is to
say, lor every child that goes, to school, there are
four away from it. As a mstter of fact there are
more absentees than these figures indicate, for
1,96,069 does not represent the scholars in actual

attendance at school, but.only those on school rolls,

and there is a considerabla difference between the
number of childrea on schocl books and those who
attend sohool. Of the 1,83,224 boya on the school

register of primary schools, no more than 1,21,431

put in an appeardnoe, however fitful, at the school,

The backwardness of primary eduoation in Assam

maysbe further guaged. from the fact that of thesea
boys. as many. as 1,82,860 are in lower primary.

_clagses, and: only 364 ( dr } of 1 per cent. ) in tha
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upper primary classes. It goes without saying that
the girls' education is far more backward than the
education of boys. For a female population of
36,435,121 there should be 4,55,640 girls of school age.
Of these, however, only 12,000 attend school, or

rather are enrolled as pupils, 7,214 alons actually -

attending school, The percentage of girls on th®
rolls to those of school age thus worksoutat 235
and the percentage of those who a!tend school to
those who ought to attend it works out at 1'5. It is
therefore very courageous of Maulavi Saadulla to
introduce compulsory education in his province.
His Bill is framed generally on the lines of
Dr. Paranjpye’s Compulsory Education Act. It
empowers local authorities to introduce compulsion
in the first instance, and also gives power to the
Government to require loeal authorities to intro-
duce compulsion if in its opinion the latter fail
to avail themselves of such power when they could
well have done so. It has been amply demonstrated
that an Act merely authorising local bodies to
enforce school attendance at their disoretion is al
most wholly ineffective. We are glad, therefore, that
in Assaw, as in Bombay, the Government recog_
nises the need of itself taking an initiative in intro.
ducing compulsory education. QOur only regret ig
that the efficacy of this measure has been greatly
reduced by the Select Committee having made
it incumbent upon Government to secure the conssnt
of thg Legisiative Counecil in each individual case
before forcing the introductlon of compulsion on
any local authorities. The interposition of the Logis-
lative Council at this stage is both unnecessary
and harmful. The danger that is to be provided
against in the oase of such permissive Aots is not
that the Act will be put in force by the Minister on
too large a scale without taking account of the
-Attendant practical difficulties, The danger rather
" is that, having acquired a halo of virtue by putting
an Act of Compuleory Education on the statute book
he will thereafter sleep over it. It will, therefore, be
“the task of the Legislature after enacting such a law
not to arrest the mad rush of the Minister after com-
\pulsion, but to goad him to do something more than
pay lip service to that abstract principle. The legis
]lature in any case retains the final control of the
education policy; it can censure and thus furn out a
Minister both when he is unduly rash or utferly
supine in giving effect to the polioy of compulsory
education. But to require the Legislature's sanco_
tion in every oase before action is taken is an
altogether unheard-of invasion of the Executive’s
sphere. It is apparent that the Bill underwent
-this particular change in the Select Committee
.against the wishes of the Minister, who appears fo
pe resally keen on doing & good stroke of work in
primary education.
successfully resist this threatened interference with
his authority. The Legislature is no doubt the
final court of appeal ; but it must not take upon it
golf to decide in the first instance. It lays down
the policy and, having done so, muast leavae its appli-
oation to the Minister. If the latter goes wrong, i |:

It is to be hoped that he will,

can censure him, after the action is taken, but not
bufore.

The Bill provides that one-third of the cost of
providing primary education shall be defrayed by .
local bodies, and the remaining two thirds by
Government. This is probably the first instance of a
provincial Government incurring a definite statu-
tory obligatica in respect of education. The Hon'ble
Mintster tock much credit for this and spoke as if
the Government had now agreed to bear a larger
share of expanditure on the schools of local bodies
than before. The fact, however, is that the Assam

"Government is alroady bearing two-thirds of the

expenditure, The total educational expenditure on
distriot board and municipal sochools was in 1924-25
Re. 839,751, of which the Government's share
was Rs. 5,77,081, i.¢. a little more than two-thirds, If,
therefore, any particular credit belongs to the Mini-
gter, it is only for embodying this liability in law,
instead of leaving it to be settled by rules liable to
variation. The Minister also claimed that in making
this provision he had gone beyond the Bombay
Presidency in his liberality. This claim too is not
gustainable, For the Bomhay Government’s contri-
bution to the expenditure on local boards schools
is not 66 per cent., as the Minister imagines, but
gomewhere near 90 per cent. The Bombay Govera-
ment has agreed to continue to pay its present
share of expenditure on local board schools and in
addition to bear two-thirds of the additional expen-
diture that would be incurred by local b:ards,in
consequence of the introduction of compulsion. This
works out, we think, at 90 per cent. or thereabouts,
while the Assam (Government's subvention to
distriot boards is 66 per cent. It is true that the
Bombay Government bears only one-half of the
educational expenditure in municipal schools, while
the Assam Government will bear two-thirds. Though
the proportion is higher, the amount is much less,
Since the number of pupils in municipal schools is
one seventy-fifth of the number of pupils in district
board sohools, it is really a matter of small conse-
quence. '

The Act is to be applicable in theory to girls as
wall as bo boys, but the Minister has declared his
intention to apply it in- the first instance only to
boys. Perhaps the social conditions in Assam
make it nccessary o restrict the scope of the
measure in practice at the start, but we hope it will
be the Minister’s aim to introduce compulsion in
the case of girls as well in advanced localities,
when the time is ripe. The Bill errs too much on
the side of leniency in enforcing attendance of
scholars : .it provides far too many exemptions from
attendance; lays down a very cumbrous and dilatory
prooedure in bringing home to a person his failure
to send his child to sohool ; and imposes too light
&.punishment on him when failure is proved.
Only last woek this journal showed how the so-

called “Attendance Order” had reduced compulsory

edupation to a joke in Ireland. This Bill also
,provides. for the same “Attendance Order” and
without » doubt will produce the same result in
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Assam unless the Mioister by his insistence sees
that the procedure is abridged and tightened. First
of all, the education committee to whom the admi-
nistration of the Act is entrusted bas t, give a
warning to the parent to send hig child to school
when a default takes place. Secondly, if, even after
-such a warning, the parent persists in his defsult,
then the education committee can Iny 8 ocomplaint
-against him before a magistrate. Thirdly, if satisfied
that the complaint is well foun’ed, the magistrate
shall pass an order directing the parent to cause the
-ohild to attend school. Fourthly and lastly, if the
parent fails to cemply with such order, the education
-committee shall sanotion his prosecution and ou
conviction the parent shall be liable to a fine not
-exceeding Rs. §, the fine being raised on the third
‘or subsequent convioction to & marimum figure of
Rs. 20. This procedure should be shortened by
-outting out the Attendance Order clause and the
penalty should be increased. With the alterations
recommended above, this measure promises to be
-one of the most beneficient ever enacted in the
afflicted provinoe of Assam.
A, V. THAEKAR,

SIR GEORGE BUCHANAN EXPLAINS.

‘SIR GEORGE BUCHANAN has during the last week
-come out with an explanation as to his part in the
Bombay Davelopment affair. He ocontradiots the
Bombay Government’s version on important points,
¥e blames the Bombay publio for its indifference
while the sohemes was under consideration and all
‘but censures them for the ouriosity now exhibited by
them as to the hopeless muddle in which the Dave-
lopment Department finds itself Ha tries to make
out that the publio resentment at the Development
muddle is only an after-thought. The scheme was
before the community in one form and another’ for
yoars pst; but nobody cared to look at it. If by the
soheme he meang the vazue idea of reclaiming Back
Bay, he is perhaps not «rong. But if he hasin

mind anything like the soheme with its details and |
estimates fully worked out like the one now the sub- |
jeot of disoussion, wae are afraid he is pot right. It

is true that during Lord Sydenham's time, a scheme
for the reclamation of Back Bay was submitted to
the Government of India. But the Government of
those days was very far from being responsible and
popular representatives in the Lsgislative Council
were in a hopeless minority. Moreover it is no use
sayiog that because the publio remained indiff-
erent at the start, therefore it has no business here-
after to feel interes*ed in the reolamation now ia
progresa in Bombay., Let that pass.

Lord Sydenham in 1912 was unable to persuade
the Government of India to sanction his scheme but
Sir George Lloyd in 1920 had better luck and}:‘fgg
reasons best known to himself simply rushed athe
scheme through the Bombay Council, unrepresenta-
tive as it was, and refused to wait until the follow-
ing year when a more representative Counoil was
expected to come into existence. Sir George Bucha-

nan’s explanation lends strength to the public comse
plaint that the mapner in which the scheme was
pushed forward precluded its careful examination
by the publio. Barring those in the know of things,’
the general public comes to know from Sir George
Buchanan himself for the first time that thera were
as many &s nineteen different schemes prepared and
considered sinoe 1897. He need not therefore blame
the community for its desire to know more about
the doings of the Development Department, esrecis
ally as the money needed for it is to come out of
their pockets,

As for the inaccurate estimates, Sir Giorge
Buchanan disclaims all responsibility, He wu s
oalled upon merely “$o report on a partioular schemo
the details of which had already besn prepared and
all the data already to hand were placed at my dize
posal.” He was unable to take fresh surveys and
make his own investigations which would have
ocoupied him for nearly a year; and his opinion
being wurgently required, ocontented himself by
accepting the conclusions arrived at by the Bombay
Government. Under these circumstances he says
he cannot be held answerable for the omission fto
consult the aunthorities of the Bombay Port Trust
with regard to the dredging of the harbour. This
should have really bsen done by tha Bombay
Government tefore finally launching on the work of
reclamation. That in their mad hurry to go ahead
with the scheme the matter was not examined by

- them in all its aspects is olear from the faot that

they seem to have been unaware of “certain wvested
rights con* ected with ‘fishirg’in Back Bay” until
they aotually found that dredging work could not
start before that matter was satisfactorily settled !
Assuming an air of injured innooence, Sir
George Buchanan complains that he was not even
told by the Bombay Government that the affairs of
the Development Department were under inquiry
at the hands of & Oommittese. We do not know and
oannot say why this knowledge was withheld from
him. But does he seriously want the world to be-
lieve that he was quite as ignorant of what was go-
ing on in Bombay as he tries to make out? Ha ad-
mits he was in Bombay from October 24, 1924,-~the
day on which Mr. Nariman’s motion for inquiry in-
to the working of the Development Department was
oarried against the Bombay Government in the Bom-
bay Council—till January 7,1925. We daresay the
proceedings of the debate in question wera reported
in the Bombay Preas the next day and must have
come under Sir George Buchanan's notice unless of
course he chooses to say that he does not read news-
papers and was not bound to take notice of any orf.ti-
aism of the soheme for the supervision and execution
of which his firm had undertaken the responsibility,
unless it reached him through the proper offioial
channel. He would be technically right if he ook
up that position. Buf the man in tha straet will
find it difficult to believe that his ignoranoe ‘of the
trend of events in Bombsy was as complete as he
ave us bhelieve. |
woul;f; attltudo towords the Sub-Commlttae ap=
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pointed by the Advisory Commitiee appears to us o
be somewhat unintelligible. According to him, it
" wag not free from the charge of being binssed and
prejudiced, as its Chairman was the Director of De-
velopmeut who .is a responsible administrative
head of the Back Bay Scheme in Bombay and
Chairman of the Advisory Committee, while one of
the members was the Financial Adviser to the Direc-
tor:”, If he sub-committee was biassed, the bias
wag all in favour of the socheme and not against it
and Sir George Buchanan could not have secured a
more favourable tribunal fo assess his portion of
responsibility for the failure of the scheme. Of
oourse, he questions the acouraoy of the sub-com-

mittee's figures and challenges the correctness of all

oaloulations based upon them.

By doing only 23 p. c. of their guaranteed out-
put; the dredgers are generally believed to have
dug the grave of the scheme. Sir George Bucha-
nan, however, holds a different view That they did
not yield their guaranteed output is admitted
even' by him; but he contends that ‘the differ-
ence between their guaranteed capacity and their
aotual output was not 75 p. o., but only 49 p.c.!
The faot that his firm were responsible for the
sale to the Bombay Development Department of
one of them explains his anxiety to cover up their
failure | He thinks it was terribly mishandled,
but curiously enough, holds no one in partiocular
respensible for it.

While he virtually admits there has been some
extravagance in the working of the Development
Department, he makes it clear that the eatimate- of
Rs. 770 lakhs approvaed by the Bombay (Roveroment
was not passed by him. He even protested that “it
was excessive and would lead to extravagsance.”
Similarly, he is of the opinion that the total expendi-
tare to the end of 1925, which amounted to Rs. 390°17
lakhs, ‘" could have been materially lesséened had
efficiency and economy  been exercised.” Another
serious charge he makes against the Bombay Gov-
orrment is that they failel to keep oost accdunts,
in whose absence “ it was impossible te exercise
economy.” Even here he merely. confirms the fear
all along entertained by the public that the Départ-

ment was being extravagantly run and that every.

rupee was not made to go as far as it could. These
are serione charges and wa think the Government
owe an explanation to the public.

All this makes a thorough and imgartial in-
quiry into the working of the Development scheme
ginoe its inception a matter of urgent nevessity. In
its absence Sir George Buchanan will be able to
draw public sympathy to himself on the ground
$hnt he was condemned unheard. We hope this is.not
intended: Such demand has been already made.by
public bodies and the Indian press. in this presi-
dency. Sir George Buchanan also:does not wish to
ghirk it and His firm sare- aleo keen upon . it with a
view to olear their professional reputation and
wrote to Lord Birkenhead in that sense: The. matter
has been Emown to be under the consideration of
the Government of India since the publication of

the sub-committee’s report. May we hope that a
decision on the subjiot will be arrived at without
undue delay and the personnel of the proposed
committee announced soon ?

D. V. AMBEKAR.

REVIEWS,

VILLAGE SCHOOLS IN INDIA.

VILLAGE SCHOOLS IN INDiA: AN INVESTI-
GATION WITH SUGGESTIONS. By MASON:
OLCOTT, Ph.D. (Assooiation Press, Caloutta.)
1926. 7x§5. ppl3+235 with 29 illustrations:
Paper Re: 1/8, cloth Ra, 2.

"HERE is a book we can recommend without hesitas
tion. The price is low, the format convenient, the
subject of first importance, Certainly all who care
for progress In india should buy it and read it.

The author is an American missionary in South
India, and we suppose this is the thesis he has com-
posed for 8 University degree. If so, we wish that
Indian colleges would stimulate their students to
undertake work like this. For the author would
doubtless be the first to admit that Indian viilage
sohools will not be fully reformed until we have
books written about them from those who have not
merely taught in them, but also sat as pupils on
their earthen floors.

Mr Oleott has tried to comrese into a short
space all the: relevant facts that help or hinder
village education. But what is there in Indian life
that does not somehow affect our educational polioy ?
And as Indrd eannot be compressed into a hundred
volumes, wé feolt a little regret that he had attempt
ed so much. Further thought, however, convinced
us of the advantages of this comprehensive approach,
to the subject, even though it has left him too little.
opportunity. for detailed study and examples.
It makew us realise that village education is a
compticated problem, not to be handled with
careléss optimism. Yet some. people write as if
oné stroke of the Viceroy's pen, and one twirl
of the Finance Minister's key could speedily bring
thié blessinga of compulsory education to ten orores
of ¢hildren. if we could make this liftle book a.
oémpulsory reader for all legisiators and poli-
ticians, we should have less shallow talk in the
ature.

This book contains many useful statistioal:
tables collected from various sources, and aleo a,
short bibliography. Alas, that many of the books
are ont of reteh for Indian students | But the most.
valuable festure is the large number of definite
suggestions for improvement scattered through. the.
chapters, &ad conveniently brought togethes at the
end. Some have been tried in India, others in
Amerioa, some are our author's own, they all nsed
further disoussion and experiment, and fto be
brought continually before those coneerned with
eduoation. We capnot hope ta deal with such a
wealth of ideas in this shors article, not even with
the summary of guiding priceiples which follows ;
but we hope to return to the subject in future
issues:

We need to.think out mora deeply the motives
which. underlie our educational policy, and not.
aoccept sepond hand ideals from other countries.
After all why should we trouble to start village
sohools at all, seeing so few villayers desire them ?
1 it beoause sochooling iscompulsory in.the West ?
Those wha krow, tell,us thet. English ryral condj
tions are an awful warning rather than an examplg.
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-Yor ug to imitate. Is it that reading and writing
are essential to voters in a modern state ? The
present type of school does not and osannot teach a
man how to vote, and the teacshers do not always
have votes themselves.. What use is it teaching
men to read unless they have worthy books to read
and worthy thoughts to communicate by writing ?
In Europe, village schools were set up in order to

.enable men to raad their religious books for them-

- selves. It was believed that reading those books

would make men of greater worth both in this world

. and the next, The old time schools of India were
doubtless also connected with the study of religion.
The deep gprings from which educational move-
ments flow, have gonerally been religious. When
one remembers the great mass of ignorance and
inertia which blooks educational progress in India,
one wonders if anything short of a deep spiritual
movemeont oan make us move forward.

. “.Tha country's problems can only be solved if
the village ohild is accorded the respect, growth,
and edpcation which is his due. To develop his
potentlplities and make them sooially fruitful are
" the main oconocerns of democratio education,” says

Mr. Oloott. Do we really believe in the infinite God-
given possibilities of the kiddies we see herding
-oattle or gathering gobar around our villages? Do
wo believe that by their aid we can build up a
bettor sooiety, nobler in aims, and more efficient
in expression of those aims, in which their. children
and ours will have a better ohance of harmonions
development. If we donot believe in this perfoc-
tibility of humanity, let us leave the villagers alone.
Who knows but by the grace of God they may
-develop something for themselves ?

_ But if the educational movement is to be truly
rallgiou_s, I:l_aen the teachers must be its priests, not
mere hirelings. Imagine the poor down-trodden
vernacular teachers of to-day, under-nourished,
without books, or newspapers, or intelleotual sooiety,
bowing and soraping bsfore the Inspector's eamp
-olerk, secretly longing to be money-lenders or even
rm!w_sy porters; can these men become priests of the
religion of humanity ? It seems impossible, but it
must be done. They must learn o respect themselves
and respeot each other, and so doing become worthy
of respeot, They must organise for mutual help
against looal tyrants, or jacks in office, and having
thereby learned the meaning of co-operation, they
must teach it to their meighbours. They must
strive for the esonomio improvement of the villa-
gers and so doing, improve their own position.
Finally as they are oalled guruyi, they must bacome
‘spiritual preceptors, leadersin all that pertains to
s higher conception of life, Anund in thoss days the
Deouty Inspeotors will be their friends and helpers,
and the Inspector will be the guru of the gurus :—
well, it sounds a far-off dream, and we shall not see
it fuifilled in our generation, but et us at least put
the ideal before our teacher friends. It ig through
them that the progress of India can and must be
acoomplished.

J. M. DoUGLAS.

‘CIVILISATION, EASTERN AND WESTERN.

THE GROWTH OF CIVILISATION. By B. RaJa.
GOPALAN, ( Theosophical Publishing House,
Adyar.) 1925. 734 x 5. pp. 117. Re. 1-12 oloth.

THIS little book is basad on lectures delivered in the
‘?mhmnvidyu Ashrams, Adyar, Madras, whichis

» school for the synthetioal study of universal
knowle_dge and oulture on the principle that these,
in their racial, religious, national and individual
aspeots, . are essentially - related and mutaally

illaminating expressions of the one Cosmic Life”.

The first part of the book consists of an ex-
amination of the nature of Civilisation and the
oonditions of its growth. Due emphasis is laid
upon the necessity for Freadom: and upon the
the oyolic element—new life ereating new organisa-
tion, and then being ohoked by it—which marks so
much of history. It is insisted that civilisations
should be judged by their highest produocts.

There follows a oapable account of the develop-
ment of Western civilisation, in whioch, however,
thera are one or too matters which need correction.
The statement (p- 38) that nationalism was not
introduced till the nineteenth century, is wildly
innoourate, and is indeed refuted by the author
himself on p. 54, where he speaks of the beginnings
of nationalism in the fifteenth century. The as-
sertion that ‘Institutions are the gift of Greece to
Europe’ is open to serious question : probably the
word ‘Ideas’ should be substituted for Institutions.
The author also says that ‘only one institution in
Greece is removed in Western Civilisation—that
of slavery' : but what of the City State, for instanoce,
or of direot democracy ? On page 44 the statement
is made that ‘there is no plaoce in Europs which has
not had the benefit of the Roman Civilisation’.
What of Lapland, or Donegal, or Moscow ? On the
whole, however, this analysis of Western civili~
sation is very well done.

The oorresponding analysis of Indian civilisa-
tion, whioh ooncludes the book, contains matter
of much interest, though as regards iis accuracy
the present reviewer is not qualified to judge.
There are various siriking judgments, for
instance the following : “Before recorded history
began, the Indian Lad learnt to assure himself of
the comparative unreality of physioal existence:™
“Whereas the West has developed its strength by
practising the virtue of self-reliance, asserting the
rights of man and struggling for existence, India
has proceeded by the division of the people into
olasses and castes and the assignment of the dutiea
of each to each. Thus has arisen an individua-
lism of Dharma which is one of the main characte~
ristios of Indian Civilisation : every man working
in his own sphere, but each for all, has been the
rule of India’s oculture.” "It is not difficult to
imagine where lay the possibilities of degeneration
in such a scheme. As elsewhere, the privileged
class, liberated from a struggle for existence, must
in course of time become a parasitioal class™:
“Possibilities of deoay are always present when
Civilisation comes to the stage where the condi-
tions of life become static. The danger from this
in the Indian Civilisa.ion was particularly grest,
baoause, to all outer appearances, the static condi-
tion had been reached at the earliest date of our
exact knowledge of the people”.

These sentences, chosen at random from various
parts of the latter portion of the book, will serve to
show that a broad and sane view has been taken of
the subject of Indian civilisation as a whole.

J. S. HOYLAND,

WEALTH, BEAUTY AND YOUTH.

WEALTH, BEAUTY AND YOUTH FOR ALL, By
J. T. SUNDEBLAND. (Ganesh and Co., Madras.)
9x514. pp. 95. Re. 1%.

THIS is an illuminating little volume which deals

with {he fundament :!1 aspeots of haman life. The

book lacks either introduction or preface, but their
purpose is served by & poem quoted by the author,
giving us the gist of the whole book, viz. the great-
pess and divinity of the human soul &=~ »
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In the nine heavens are eight Paradises:
‘Where is the ninth one ? }n the hu:nan breast.
% *

Rather, O man ! Want those eight Paradises.

Than be without the ninth one in thy breast.

The book is divided into three sections, in
accordance with the three aspeots of life dealt with,
viz. wealth, beauty and youth.

The first section begins with an admission that
the material wealth of the world is distributed quite
unequally, and that hunger and want, which are
the effects of this injustice, are & great reproach tfo
our age. But the poverty of the soul is far worse
thap the poverty of the body, and our first duty
must be to remove the former. Again, if we look
more closely, we find that the so-called * property ’
which we legally possess is almost infinitesimal as
compared o the immense wealth which we enjoy
free of any cost. We possess an amount of wealth
in the form of the beauty of Nature and the thoughts
and achievements of the past stored up for us—what
Ruskin calls the ‘invisible gold’ which does not
diminish with the spending. Can we legally own
sunshine or air, and can we buy and sell the clouds ?
Such a kind of ownership by knowledge, love and
appreciation of the beauty of Nature is far superior
to the so-called legal ownership. The Ilatter, how-
ever, has its own value, and is essential to eciviliza-
tion ; if it were not guarded it would mean a state
of anarchy. But legal ownership is external and
temporary, and is also a source of selfishness. It
narrows down our outlook. Moreover, we ars not
the masters, but only the stewards of our materisl
possessions, which we have to leave behind ; so that,
at the end of life one can say, “‘What you had, you
lost ; what you gave, you have.' A rich man is one
who enjoys the gifts of this universe, and not one
who simply ownps them but never appreciates them;
not the owner of a garden who never looks at it,
but the gardener who loves and appreciates every
flower in it. It would seem, therefore, that real
wealth is not external but internal, for, as Jesus
said, ' What shall it profit a man if he gain the
whole world and lose himself ?’ In accordance with
these ideas, the writer defines wealth as * whatso-
ever deepens, enlarges, enriches or ennobles human,
life.! {p.20) By means of this internal wealth
we can rise above our circumstances, howsoever
difficult they may be. On the other hand, one who
lacks this wealth will be unhappy even though he
has all the luxuries of life at his command ; he com-
plains of the sun that it has spots, of the rose that
1t is not a lily, and of tue lily that it is not a rose;
of the summer that it is not winter, and of the
winter that it is not summer. Again, if the above
definifion of wealth is correct, it follows that it is
wrong to calculate the worth of any man in terms
of his lands or bank accounts, but that we must
measure it in terms of his intellectual, moral and
spiritual achievements,

The second section deals with the infinite
beauty of nature. The whole universe is full of
beautiful things, and ‘ a thing of besuty isa joy for
ever:' Buf the whole world, with its exquisite
beauty, has not been created for nothing : it has not
been a mistake on the part of God. God loves beauty
in order that we should also love it. Beauty takes
its highest form in the human figure. Like wealth,
beauty also is of two kinds, external and internal,
and eaoh has its due place. But, as mind rises
above matter, internal beauty is superior to external
beauty ; it is more permanent than external beauty
which is momentary, and requires constant renewal
and therefore expense. About the physical beauty
of men, and especially women, our ideas have
changed. Formerly we liked pale, weak and

‘an unfaithful and idle life.

fashionable women. But the modern apostle of
beauty cares more for natural beauty, and hence
looks more to open air, swimming and all sorts of
natural life as contributing to it, rather than super-
ficial and outward fashions.. Human beauty must
also bave an inteliectual basis, lest it should simply
be the beauty of a fine wax figure. Dullness of
mind gives an uglinesss to the face, and intelli-
gence a sort of bright colour. Finally, moral qua-
lities too leave a halo round the face—handsome is
that handsome does, Wrinkles begin inside; they
have their roots in the brain. But even pain and
sorrow, if borne patiently and ungrudginogly, give a
divine beauty to the face. ILove, hope and faith
are excellent beantifiers ; hence, loveliness is only
the oufside of love. We are the sculptors of our
own face,

Speaking of youth in the third section, the
author says that old age belonge, not to the soul,
but to the body ; it is only the eveming of life, a
part of the wise order of nature. And if we love to
have afterncons and evenings in our days, and
autumns in our seasons, asks the writer, why
should we not like old age? Now this seems tous
to carry the metaphor too far, and reminds us of
Plato when he tried to prove the immortality of the-
soul by comparing virtue and vice to the health and:
disease of the soul respectively. That old age is a
necessary and natural consequence of youth may be
admitted, but it is difficult to regard it as positive-
ly good. Old age, says the writer, has its own.
charms ; there is a charm of the fruit as well as of
the blessom. Here, again, we must eonfess that we:
do not see the foree of the analogy ; for the fruit is
the consummation ofthe blossom in a sense in which
the same cannot be said of old age and youth.
Whatever 2 man soweth, the writer remarks else-
where, that shall he also reap. But we can be said
to ‘sow’ our old age no more than we can be said to-
sow our youth or even childhood !

The charm of old age, once more, is rot of the:
body, but of the soul. The beauty of youth is evan-
escent, that of old age eternal. The consciousness.
of old age need not be sad, unless it is a record of
If we do & work suce
cessfully, says the writer, we are not sorry for its
completion. Once more, we think that the analogy
proves too much. The argument is cogent if itonly
means that we should willingly submit to the de-
crees of age : but we are unable fo regard old age as
a completion of life’s mission, just as we may re-
gard the completion of a book that we may be read-
ing. On the other hand, we think the task of life:
so unending——the infinite ought, as Kant put it—
and the length of life so short, that it is only in the
belief in immortality that we seek for a consolation
against the perplexing mystery of old age and
death. As one of the advantages of old age, the
author points out that in old age the struggle of life:
becomes less keen and strenuous. This is far from
being true ; especially, for those who have been poor-
and infirm in their youth and hence have no provi-
sion for the evening of their lives the struggle in-
croases 8 hundredfold. It ia true, however, that in
old age our attention is diverted from superficial and
worldly things to things deeper and more spiritual.
Asan eminent writer has put it,a man looks out-
ward before he looks inward, and he looks inward
before he looksu pward. We become more introspec
tive  and hence less liable to commit the errors
of our youth-—perhsps also because it is no longer-
posgible to commit them !—and more charitable in.
our judgment of ofhers. Buf when we thus become
wiser and in a way fitter to perform the duties of
life, we are carried away by the hand of. death, a
hand which we are naturally inolined to call oruel.
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. Pessimism, says the writer, is the real sign of
old age. As soon as & man ceases to appreciate the
tender green of the grase and the gold of the dande-
lions, so soon is be old ; as soon as he Joses faith in

- truth and justice, he becomes old. To quote s home-
1y illustration from the book, the man who thinks
. that, when his bread snd butter falls on the floor it
alwaya falls butter side down, is old. That is why
weo find that many young men are old and many
old men young. The soul is forever young because
it is immortal.—
Dieath is only a covered way
Which opsens into light.

This appears to us to be a truer way of accept-
ing old age and even death : for those who belinve
in immortality it would surely serve at least as a
consolation, if not as a positive inspiration, and it
would aleo bring about the ‘new psychology,” which
the writer wants us fo do, which would regard old

. age merely as & relative term and not a term whieh
definitely points out any particular point in life
eimply by custom.

On the whole the writer has done excellent
service by bringing out the essential elements which
make life worth living and pointing out their true
meaning. The book is more of & popular than of a
phitosophical oharacter, and the very simple, luecid
and beautiful atyle which the writer has maintained
throughout the book makes it intelligible to the
average reader not initiated into the technique of
philosopby. We therefore recommend it to all,

" e;rlan as the thinge dealt with therein are meant for
all.

V. 8. GOGATE.

THE FUTURE OF ART.

EVUTERPE OR THE FUTURE OF ART.By LIONEL
R. McOOLVIN, (Kegan Paul.) 1925. 614 x 114, pp-
95. 25, 6d.

ALL art is after all a means to an end, whether
oonsidered from the standpoint of the artist or from
the side of the public who appreciate it. The re-
Jarionship between art and its sudience, their
“mutusl reamctions are but seldom considered in
-detail and it is to this side of the problem that Mr,
MoColvin addresses himself in his brief and olosely
atgued thesis. He is at some pains in explaining
the causes of the comparatively low atandard of the
people in judging works of art, whether literary,
graphie, sculptural, architeotural or musioal. He
is right in saying that the existence of an imaginary
barrier between the educated élite and the common
masses, which is more felt than rea), is responsible
to a oertasin extent in conserving the popular
prejudioe against works which are said to be serious
and of permanent aesthetic value. The question
of art education is deftiy handled and incidentally
the writer offers some original remarks as
to the influences of mechanical reproduction
on the oreative activities of artists. Mr. Me-
- Colvin offers some consolation to art critios by
saying that the time spent by them in lesrning the
= rudime. ts of execution, whether in the field of music
- or of painting, is really wasted and that suoh train-
- ing more often than not duils the edge of tne oriti-
cal and appreciative faculty, The progress of
physical and mechanical sciences, while it helps

- larger quantitative appreociation of art, relatively ]

reduqea its quality so long ss the production of art
remains principally a commercial problem and is
dealt by businessmen. This state of affairs can
- only be remedied co-operatively through the agenoy
of a kind of consumers’ society. This is partioular-
ly true of music, drama and architeoturs. The

subject of art is too often envisaged from the point
of view of the artist alone ; thongh the existence of
an appreciative aundience or public is absolutely
essential for its fruitful, healthy and continnous

development.
N. C. MEHTA.

SHORT NOTICE.

LEARNING TO READ A FOREIGN LANG-
UAGE ! AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY. By
MICHAEL WEST. ( Lorgmans, Gresn and Co.,
Ltd ). '1926. 7 % 5. pp. 56.

THIS little book of 56 pages contains a good deal

of practical value to a teacher. The experimenta

here described are made with Bengali students.

From tho results of these experiments the author

hag baen able to expose certain defects in the exist-

ing text books. The last Chapter contains valuable
hiats on the construotion of new reading books.

The first Chapiter makes out a case for the
so-called bi-lingual child, the need of learning
English being justified on the altogether unocon-
troversial basis that ‘International good under-
standing oan best be promoted by teaching the
children of the world fo read each other's lang-
uages.' Having exhibited some of ihe difficulties
of beginning with the conversational meathod, the
author arrives at the convinoing eounclusion that .
‘ reading is not only the most interesting but also
the easiest aspect of the language to acquire’. The
author further analyses what constitutes the reading
ability and discusses effective methods t> develop
it. The most interesting part is the one pertaining to
the experiments conducted by the author. Here is
an intelligent opportunity for teachers to supple-
ment the experiences of the author by their own.
The ehild ought to be studied from a psychological
point of view. Thus the suitability of the available
study material may critically be tested with the
inevitable result that an immense waste in the
nation’s time and brain energy may be saved. The
author has some unpleasant things fo say regarding
the ‘specially prepared for Indians’ variety of texts.
The book deserves to be welcomed as the first ex-
perimental study in the Indian educational field,

D. V., KALE.
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piled by J. A. Craig .
The Philosophy of Righteousness—
~ Some considerations for parents and
other teachers of Religion By Lilian
DﬂlY.B A.- i e
How to Understand Philosophy. By
A. E. Baker, M. A. { From Soorates to
Bergson.
1825-1925: A eentury ol Stupend_-
"ous Progress By Joseph McCabe. ...
The Sayings of Confacius, Translat-
ed by Leonard A, Lyall

BOOKS FOR THINKERS.
Modern Thinkers and Present Pros
blems. By A Singer. An approach to
medern philosophy through its history.
- Cloth and Gold.
St. Francis of Assisi By E M.
Wilmot-Buxton, F. R. Hist. 8. with nine
illustrations. e
Rational Memory 'l‘raining By B. F
Austin, A. M., B. D., A series of artioles
‘on memory, its praotwal value, its
phenomensl powers, its physiological
basis, the laws which.govern it, the
Eethods of improving it, attention &e.

o
Personahty.—By Dr Paul Ca.rus Wlth
special reference to superpersonalities and
the interpersonal character of ideas, .
The Secret of Happiness. A oomplla-
tion " The Rosemary booklets ™ SerieS. .

THEOSOPHICAL

-PUBLISHING HOUSE
Madras 8,

‘RS.A,

013

116

110

2 14

2 10
0 7

THE INDIAK nooxsuops
MADRAS : New Indis Office G.T.
BermarEs CiTY : T.8. Kamuoha

1

2.
3.

4.

a

6.

1.

Prof. V. G. Kale’s Books.

Indian Economios-5th Edition revised
and enlarged. In two volumes Demi
8 vo. pp. 1000

(iokhale and Economic Reforms
Indian Administration (5th Edition
revised and enlarged) -
Indian Industrial and Economic Proo-
lems,

India’s War Finance and Post-War
PrOblems.

Currency Reforms in India

The Reforms Explained

8. Dawn of Modern Finanoce in India

(N. B.—The above prices do not include postage,
which will be extrs.)

For copies apply to:—

The Manager, Aryabhushan Press,

Rs. A.

e 10- 00
2- 0-0

4- 0-0
v 2= 0-0.
2- 00
1- 00

1~ 9-0
2-0-0

- BUDHWAR PETH, PooNA CITY,

The Servants of India Soclety Pamphlels.

e -

1. Self-Government for India under the
British Flag.—By the Rt. Hon'ble V.8
Srinivasa Sastri

2. The Public Servioces in India.—By Mr.
H. N. Kunzru, Senior Member, U. L
Branch, 8. L Sooiety

3. The Congress-League Scheme : an ex-
position.—By the Rt. Hon'ble V. 8. Sri-
nivasa Sastri

4. The Co-operative Movement—By Mr.
V. Venkatsubbaia, Member S. L Sooiety
and Mr. V. L. Mehta, Manager, Bom-

bay Provincial Co-operative Bank Ltd.
Bombay

5. Medical Services in India—By an
I M. 8. Officer .-

6. Trade Union Legislation.—By a Labour
Advocate

7. Conscience Clause~For Indians in In-
dian Edacation Codes with a reply to
certain oriticism.—By the Rt. Hon'ble

V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri

8 Railways and the Budget.~-By Economy,
with an introduction by Prof V. G.
Kale, M. A,

9 Hindu Law in the New Era
By Mr. K. K. Gokhale

10 The Kenya Problem. By the
Right Hon. V. 8. Brinivas Sastri

11 Malabar Tenancy Problem—By Mr. P
Kodandrao M. A.

12 Railway Problems By Economy

Rs. A
0~ 8-

0-10-0

0- 6-0-

1- 0-0-
0- 8-0
0~ 4-0-

0- 8-0-

0- 8-0-
0-10-0
0-12~0

0- 8-0-
0-12-0 -

{N. B.—The above prices do not 1nolude postage,

which will be extra.)
For copies apply to +—

The Manager, Aryabhushan Press,
BupuwARr PETH, PooNA CiTY.

WANTED,

Candidates for Telegraph and Station-Master’s
Classes. Particulars and Railway fare certificate
on 2 annas stamp. Imperial Telegraph School,.

DELHI.

THE KENYA PROBLEM.

A Selection from the Speeches and Writings of-
The Rt. Hon, V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, ». c.

A vigorous and lueid exposition of the-
Indian point of view. Contains also
the full text of the Cabinet decision..

Fages 147. Price As. I2.
Apply to:

The Aryabhushan Preca. .

Budhwar Petl, ‘POONA CITY..

.  Printed at the Aryabbushan Press, and published st the * Servant of India * Offide,
: 681 Budhwar Pethy!Poors City, by Ansnt Vieaysk Patvardhan.



