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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

AB expected, the Select Committes

Tho Sikb duredwata of the Sikh: Gurudwara.Bill has not,
"~ gone against any ‘of the principles

on.which the Bill is framed, though it has made
several important alteiations. The most notable of

them: is the xemoval of the sex disqualification

which the original Bill contained in respect of elec-
tions to the Board and committees of management.
The oredit for this amendment helongs mainly to

8ikh women who conducted a vigorous campaign.

far the removal of tha disqualification and made
suitable representations to the Select Committee.
The two Schedules attached to the Bill. have neoces-
sarily undergone modifications, but.one of them has
been modified toan extent that was not expeoted,

and Raja Narendranath and Dr. Narang have ex- |
- Labour Represcata 18th has a stlmulatmg. leader on

pressed’ their disapproval in minutes of dissent.
* This is in respact of Sochedule IT which contains the
names-of Udasi.end Nirmala shrines. The original
Bill contained 324 names, but the Select Committes
have removed as many asg 95.out of them and added
only three new ones; which faoct bears out Raja
Narendranath’s contention that the entries in the
Schedules have been made ‘after only a summary
enquiry by the exeoutive officers. without a
proper opportunity being given. to the Mahants to
represent their oase’. We hope the Council will
take a strictly judioial view of these Schedules
and not include in them any shrine about which
there may be any doubt, as there is going
§0 be a apeoml tribunal for the purpose of

b

" oourageously.

examining such cases. As a counterpoise to the
drastic reduction: of Schedule II, the Committee
have removed the provision that was made in the
original Bill.for bringing these shrines under ithe.

‘| Act;, provided a majority of the Udasi and: Nirmala,

worshippera of thosa shrines desired it. This is a
retrograde step which we wish the Commitise had.
not taken:. It is no doubt oaloulated to appease the:
Mahants, but it goes. against: the. root principle. of
all this legislation, viz., vesting the ultimate control.
of all: publio: bodiesr—religious. or seoular—-m than
public. The other changes. do not ‘eall for any;

‘| comment.
* * %
. WE wish it had been possible for us
Valkom and Travas- 5 gongratulate without reservation:

the Government of Her Highnenss:
the Maharani Regent of Travancore in the matter:
of throwing open the roads around Vaikom temple
to the untouchable Hindu castes. By the recent
order of the Durbar, while most of the roads are:
thrown open, the prohibition ®ontinues in respect of
some, and therefore the Satyagraha movement alao-
continues in respect of them. On what principle the
disoriminations is made is not clear. If it is made
only on the ground of expediency, then nothing can
be said in its favour, because while failing to satisfy
the Satyagrahis and their sympathisers it is bound
to irritate the orthodox. The right oourse for the
Durbar ia to taka its stand on the prineiple that all
members of the publio have the right of entry into
all public roads and to throw all of them open to

‘neople of all aastes. We earnestly hope that Her

Highness will. not stop here but go the whole length

* * *

THE Caloutta Guardian. of the.

* Labour in India, * concluding with
a reference to the recent proposals made by the
Trades Union Congress regarding the representation
of Labour in the Legislatures.
we regret to find, has “ grave doubts " on the subjeot,
because (1). manual labour is still without any
loaders drawn from its own ranks ; (2) if the vote is
given to industrial, it should also be given fo agri- .
cultural labour ; (3) adult franchise is not yet feasi-
ble in India on acoount of the polifical’ immaturity
of the masses, The bettor, we are afraid, is only too
often the greatest enemy of the good. Of conrse it
would be better if labour oould have leaders that
had risen from its own ranks: but in their absencs,

Our contemporary, .
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is it really better for labour t» have even numerical-
1y inadequate representation? Of crurse it would
be better, not to restrict tie franchise to indust}ial
workers : but is thas a 1eason for not making a start,
wheve stratezically such a start is mos- easily made ?
Of sourse, it would ba splendid if all the 32 crores of
our paople were politically mabure : but since they
are not, is there a better method of educating them
to.political maturity, except by placing on them in-
creasingly important political duties ?

* * *

The Buarat Patra. .
The Bharat Putra such splendid work amongst our

ocountrymen in Fiji, is now bringing out for their
benefit a ‘Hindi~English news magazine' ocalled the
Bharat Putra, 1o appear monthly. Mr. MecMillan
writes about it (in the South Seas Weekiy of the 11th
inst.) as follows : * Approximately one half of the
dozen or more pages will be in English and ‘the re-
mainder in Devanagari Hindi, including one page
in Roman Higdi {which Europeans smong others
will find useful for linguistic gymnastids)). It is
~ hoped to include pictures in each issue. In.Knglish
or Hindi the paper will contain general news (especi-
ally news from India), agriculvure, racial co-opera-
tion, and the Boy Scout movement. It is expected
that Dr. Datta will arrange for the sending of a
monthly ‘ Letter from India.’ The English pages
are intended (1) for Indians in F'iji ; (2) for Europeans
in this Colony, with a view to promoting a friendly
undevstanding of India and her peoples; and (3)
for readers in half a dozen outside countries, especial-
ly Indi ., that news concerning Fiji may be spread
widely.” A ppecimen copy of the little magazine
has since reached us and we congratulate both
Mr. MoMillan and the Fiji Indians on this excallent
ventuare.
* * »*

TALKING of journalistic ventures, we
take this opportuaity of referring to
“4the Orisis—a vecord of the darker races, * publish-
ed fcr the last 6fteen years in New York by that
great American Negro leader, W. E. Burghardt
du Boise The paper is ‘advancing from strength
to strength and with its new volume, begun last
month, is striking a deeper and not merely
propagandistio note. An article in this month's
issue by H. M. Bond on “ Temperament” is of
speoial valué, analyzing as it does the current
conception that temperament is something racial,

A true racial goal

" and analyzing it with the sure touch of one

. who is master of his subject. The idea is pre-
valent that the Negro is oconstitutionally hyper-
emotional and pubmissive: Prof. Bond with un-
impassioned logic proves that Negro submissiveness
is the necessary accommodation to a master oclass
of transplanted slaves and that emotionalism
ocanuot be an ethnio characteristio, seeing that
its prevalence amongst American Nobgroes varies
exactly inh accordance with the emotionalism of
the sect to which they happen to belong. The writer
‘admits that, as a defenoce mechanism, the American

Mr. A, W, MOMILLAN, who is doing.

Negro is developing & race-consciousness { in this
country wa oall it Nationalism!)—"which is of
utility in destroying the submissive and depen-
dent attitude hitherto assumed.” But, he oconti-
nues—and how one wishes his words would find an
echo in the hearts of our people —*too strong a race-
consciousness may be as. disastrous as noue at all.
What we should value as more enduring and impor-
tant than any race-consciousness is a realization of
ourselves as simply and wholly human; not separa-
ble by any anatomical, or intellectua!, or tempera-
ment 1 barriers from our fellows. To realize that
we are but human baings ; prone to err, subjected to
the vices of others, heirs of the virtues of the saints
and fellow beneficiaries of the common weal. Than

this can there be a diviner racial goal ?"
* » *

BUT great men like Du Bois and H.
) M. Bond will soon in South Africa
be legally stigmatized as unfit for anything but the
performance of menial tasks for the. benefit of how-
ever mean White people. The Colour Bar Bill, we
gee, has just passed the Committee stage and of
course will at an early date find a safe place on fhe
statuté"book of the South African Union. The
Cont-mporary Review of this month contsins & most
appropriate article by L. E. Neame on “ The failure
of the White Race in South Africa.” As editor of the
Rand Daily Mail in Johannesburg, Mr. Neame of
course may be trusted to voice acourately the claims
and fears of the majority of Whites in that country
and it is therefore significant to find this article of
his culminating in a thresfuld demand (1) for State-
aided land settlement of Whites “ on the best lands
of the counéry " ; (2) for maintenance of proportion
of White labour in the industries * by special enact--
ments ”; and (3) for propaganda to create “a
powerful public opinion in favour of using White
labour wherever practicable.” No.2 of course is
already being accomplished by the Colour Bar Bill ;
for No. 1 the Kenyan High lands policy probably
is the beau ideal ; No. 3 however. ... ... The fact is,
that Mr. Neame himself admits that South African
industries cannot stand wages paid in accordance
with eurrent White standards of life; and that, as
rcgards agriculture, “it would be unwise to look to
present day farming to restore rapidly the waning
strongth of the White race in' South Africa, since
the first demand of the White farmer is for an ade-
quate supply of black labour—not Whits labour.”
What Mr. Neame and all Nordic self-styled " idea-
lists " want, is for the Whites to boss and draw the
profits, and for the non-Whites to serve aad create
the profits. That is a philosophy capable of applica-
tion, as long as the world is more or less empty and
technologiaal skill the jealously guarded monopoly
of & caste. But the world is fllling up, leaving no
room for drones; and technology’s close preserve is
being invaded on all sides by Yellow, Brown and
Black. “ The White man has failed " says Mr
Neame: he deserves nothing better, as long as "ha is
not prepared to be—a man amongst men. Aad nog.
only in South Africa.

And the wrong one.
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IT is interesting to compare with
Beuth Alrica and the My, Neame's deolsration of policy of
. "the Whitoe dominears in South Africa
the news which the South African correspondent of
the London Church Times reports to his paper
under date April 28. * Politically the outlook for the
native people is depressing " says this not merely
. White but oandid and trustworthy correspondent.
He refers to the bloodshed in the Bloemfontein loca-
tion on April 20th, oaused, not by the police, but “by
the indiscriminate firing by unauthorized Europ-
eans,” proving that on these occasions a ceriain
type of low-class European is keen to “have a go
.at the natives1” But of aven more importance is
the exposure of the Macchiavellian polioy of the
Government itself. First of all, this keen observer
8aY8,

“The Government has absolutely refused to allow the
advantages of the Wages Bill to apply to domestio or
farm labour, tbereby excluding the natives. Becondiy,
the Colous-Bar Biil, if passed, will give the Minister coa-

. cerned the power to forbid natives employment in mpy
skilled industry whioh he likes 10 schedale.

On the top of this comes tne Budget, with ite proposais
to inorease the duty on in ported ootton blankets and
seoondhand olothing, whioh are an absglute necessity of
iife tv the native, and which for technioal reasons ocaanot
be manufastured in this'vountry, by from sizty-six to thres
huaodred per cont. Thus at one stroke the Goveromen: is
inoreasing the native’s cost of living and st she same
time reduoing his jower of wage-varning.

A white trader Las wricten to one uf ouar bishops, de-
soribing these proposals as ‘a direot attack on the native
who can't avoid thess purchases. It would. have besn far
more manly to have inoreased his Poll Tax; but that
would bave been too direct for the Government. Thle in
worae, and not quite s0 obvious . .. Tha sole oLjeot of this

" vicicus, cowardly tariff 12 to force the bative to ocomse out
snd work longer pericda for she farmer who 18 already
exploitiog him sc whas is praotioally a'ready semi-sia-

L]

very',
Not enough with this, this Nationalist—Labour
Party is now definitely pandering to the ‘Coloured’
people ( the Eurafrioans ), trying to make them a
oataspaw for their own ohestnuts in a manner not,
unknown to us regarding the Indian Government’s
attitude to our ‘Anglo-Indians.’ The Church Times’
oorraspondent reports: ,
“T'he Minister of Justice, Mr. Tislman Roos, addressing
» gathering of ooloured pecple the other day told then
that of oourse they must be distinguished from tho nhiives
because the  coloursd folk - were *“nos a barbarcus
people,’ It eeems to be the determination of members of
the Onbinet to refuse abaolutely to recognize the fact that
very large aud inoreusing numbers of natives nre now’
leading oivilized lives and are only too anxicus to appro-
Zimate in every way to European standards. Meanwhil,
tbe coloured people would be something lesa than human
if they did not respond to this cajolery.”

The Church Tim-e itself (of May 29th) has a magni-
fioent leader on the subjeat, in whioch it says.
that the whole point at issue is, whether the African
is capable of brotherhood In answering this ques-
tion unambiguously, unhesitatingly and unequivo-
oally in the affirmative, the Chu.ch Times, the
Churoh of South Africa and all the Christians they
-gtand for, have provided the one bright spot in a pic-
. ture which ia growing more sombre and sinister al-
.{nost every day.

THE LATE MR. C. R. DAS.

BY THE RT. HON'BLE V. S. SRINIVASA SaSTRL

DURING the last week the country has been ocon-
vulsed with profound sorrow, which has found vent
in demonstrations almost unparalleled in extent and
intensity. Our European brethren have been affact-
ed in an unusual degree. fo a condolence meeting
in England the Secretary of State and the Viceroy
sent messages of sympathy. Considering that Mr
Das had been a determined opponeat of the present
government, these facts oonstitute a significant
tribute to his personality, Coming rather late into
politics, he simply stormed the citadel of leadership.
While paying homags to Mr. Gandhi, he aoquired in
his own sphere authority scarcely inferior. He
achieved the distinetion, rare among Indian politi-
cians, of accomplishing a set purpose, the end of
diarchy in Bengal. HisFaridpur speech gave proof
of flexibility of mind and resourcefulness, regarded
by one section aa full uf promise and by another
as full of portent. Perhaps he will be remembered
for a long time as having revealed tne possibilities
of obstruction, though not in the strict Parnellite
sense, within the Indian legislature. A study of
his life and charaoter should be of profound interest
as well as instruction. Let us hope that some one
with the requisite kuowledge and understanding
willin time present us with a true and faithful
picture of the man.

‘When the shock of grief is over and something
like a proper perspective becomes possible, we sghall
have various and contradictory- interpretations of
the politician whom we ars united in mourniag
today. It is easy to see that in his case, more than
in others of its class, motives and methods will long
remain involved in obscurity and dispute. In
trying to weigh his character the student, who
brings his own political bias, may feel attracted of
repelled. But it would be impossible to deny his .
power or the bigness of his personality. Greatness
may be denied him by those who asgooiate with the
word a high order of beneficence, originality or
splendour. Castby nature in a large mould, hé still
lacked the stature of a giant. His political teaching,
though oocoasionally garbed in the robes of rhetorio,
was uninformed by reading, and never reached the
dignity of an evangel. Cut off by an unkind fate in
the nick of time, he could not carry out his half form-
eq ideas for the welfare of the rural population of
Bangal. Gifted with more than ordinary insight into
the nature of men, he wasnevertheless apt,in dealing

-with large affairs, to aot on a rash impulse. His. .
famous Hindu-Muslim pact, for instance, was & great
error of judgment, which waa, however, half redeem-

.ed in the eyes of his follow-Bengalees by the amiable

-appeal to provincial pride which he made in defend-
ing himgelf—that what Bengal did one day, the rest
of India would do the next. To the very end he
never brought down Swaraj from the cloudland of
abstraction into the intelligible parlance of every-
day politics. In some ways he appeared to stand
midway between his colleagues, Messrs. Gandhi ang

> .
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Nehru. Ifhe never soared info the serene spm-.l
tual height of the one, he always remained above!

the frank temporality of the other. The idealism of | |
Bengal had a Hrm hold on Kim, the charms of her '
scenery thrilled him, and he often poured out the'
longings of his soul in moving and eloquent verse.
Though skilled in modern law and in all the tricks '
df its practice, his conceptions of a happy and pros-
perous India were of the old-world type, exalling
simplicity above modern ‘ocivilisation, and poverty'
above the refinements of life, The Indian mind is’
peouliarly susceptible to certain primary loyalties.

One of these lies in the region of filial duty. Our
paragon of men, Sri Ramachandra, owes his un-
shalkable empire over our hearts to his desire at all
costs to maintain the sanotity of his father’s word,
To the son who pays his father’s debis even when
the law would permit him {o evade them, we yield

our inmost homage and respect To this virtue Mr.
‘Dag added renunciation and charity, giving evidence

in this way of the complete superiority of his
soul to the bondage of mere silver. When he ab-
andoned his magnificent practice at the bar, he put
it behind him like a fhing of evil and never sighed
for it again. In a land where through the .ages
learning and poverty 'have dwelt together in
honourable and honoured companionship, the needy -
schaolar is the object of ready compassion” and the
recipient of ungrudging hospitality. Many a student |
at school and college owed the means of his educa-
tion to the tender heart of Mr. C. R. Das, from whose
housge, in the language of the poet, *no hungry '

man returned without food, no poor man without

money and no sick man without medicine. ” Hig

1ast act of renunciation, by which he left himself
the bare means of subsistence, giving the rest of

his acquisitiona to purposes of public charity, only
falls short of the sternest ascetioism. There was
not’a man in India but heard the news of it with ; ;
enhanced pride and admiration. :

v T IR g g ¢ )

the poor, shine with the greatsr splendour for their : |
decline.”

No-oharaoter, however,'is .complete yow-a-days ;
ifdt i3 made up whelly of private-wirtues and:loyal-
#ies, however resplendent. The.present .day §Indian -
youth looks for the quslity of patriotism. Nay, he
has recently become more exacting and hasno pse
for a patriot who is not prepared to sacrifice himself;
and-amrough and ready test, awhich he invarisbly ap-
plies, is whether & man has gone to jail for his poli-
stical conviotions. The title-deeds of Mr. Das to'the
worshipful reverenoce of his countrymen are complate
in every partioular : when we econtemplate these, |
the defeots that we were constrained to mention‘be-
fore fade out of view, and Mr. Das stands before us
tranefigurad into the bzau ddeal of the citizen ' and
the-patriot.

; whatsopever.

E_
“Kings, that have.given .awgy .theiravealthlto |

THE POPULATION OF THE WORLD,

PROFESSOR A. PENCK of the University -of ‘Berlin.
‘has in the May number of our stitnulating contema
porary (Geopolitik an article on the overpopilation
of the world which deserves the closest study. Divid-
ing the habitable world into areas of nine types of
climate, he ocalculates an ultimate theoretioal
maximum world population of 1590 crores, but redu-
ces this to a probable actual ftotal of 769 orores
Firoks, starting from different premisses, in 1398
caloulated a total of 780 orores, whilst Ballod in 1912
arrived at three diffarent maxima ( of 233, §60 =nd
2240 orores ) according to the average standard of

| Life in the U, 8. A., Germany and Japan. Penck wlith

his 769 crores therefore seems but to confirm a
figure which has already by other geographicsl
experts been generally anticipated ; and which, vom-
pared with the present total population of the world
( 180 .cxores ), makes all talk of “overpopulation” of
course go muoch journalistic moonshine.

‘We in India, alas, are 8o proneto loock at every-
thing through the spectacles of our Anglo-Saxon

| masters, that public opinion here has not yet awoken
| to thé significance of “man being fruitful and multi-

plying and replenishing the earth,” and instead goes
on repeating obediently Malthusian scaremongering
& la Lothrop Stoddart, without realizing that, if

.| Anglo-Saxous have reason to be scared at the future

that is slowly unfolding itself, certainly we Indians
and other inhabitants of the Tropics have none
For whilst the present 180 orores
sjinhabiting the ‘earth -are distributed in the pro-
portion of 72% ‘in the Temperate and 287, in the
‘Torrid Zones, the maximuan of 800 orores will live .
in the proportion of 377, ( with a censity of 34 per
sq. km. ) -‘without, and 63% (with a density of 107
por sd. km.) within the Tropics; or as wegards
continents : ) :
Potential

, . Aotnal
[An Europe and Asia 80 26
.y Africa e 1 29
-Australia .... . 3 6
,,-North America ... 9 J4
»+ South Amerioa 318 25
Total ... '100% 100%,

sChina, Russia.and the U..5. A. Prof. Penck puis
down potentially at 60 crores -each, whilst ;Brazil
easily tops the list of all countries of the world with
120 orores! To Anglo-Saxon spheres of influence, it
is true, ‘he also assigns 120 coroves, ‘but simoe 80
orores of Spanish Americans must be added to fhe
120 orores of Brazilians, it is evidant that 200.crores
of much despised Latins.( who know no colour bar )
will eventually confront 120 crores of ‘Lily Whites."

| And this latter figure, it must be remembered, .in-

‘oludes sn:Austmlia of «45 .orores .of Whites. - Wall,
Australis at'preserit-boasts of 43-lakhs, -not-45 erores

| of inkisbitants. “So'is it really likély ‘that “the Wif-

ference will bewobtained from Anglo-Saxon descend-
ants? Hore, where wo haweito deal with epachal
phenomena, Singapore: Bases and "White Austrliss
must be reduced to their true, ephemerdl propor-
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fions and the conclusion cannot be shirked that an
Australia of 45 crores will ndt be isihabitad by an al-
ready dwindling population of ‘White Australians,’
but of Indians, Japanese and Chiness.

Again, whence will Africa get its potential
population of 232 crores ¥ Of oourse, with increa-
singly effective death-dontrol the present popula-
tion of 1214 crores is bound to inorease : but we can-
not forget that there is already a natural and almost
irresistible migeation from India, a tendenoy which
can but incresse, as the waste lands of the African
Continent bacome more and more aocessible. Indeed
wo beliave that ultimately the Indian ghare in the
futire of Australia will be infinitesimal-—the whole
of that Continent being needed by the Japanese—,
but that India's great future and fulfilment will lie
in Afrioa, as that of the Anglo-Saxons has lain in
America. Not that one hopes for hard and fast
raoial frontiers: on the contrary, with- Indians
holding already such a key-position as they do in
South Amerioa ( Guiana ), there is every hope that
Indiana will everywhere in the world make the con-
tl}-:bution to which their ocultural genius entitles
them.

At all events, what have we Indians to fear from
aslowly filling earth ? Let us realize the potentia-
lities that lia bafore us and ingist on the place in
the sun that is—literatly—our birthright.

TRAVANCORE UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE
REPORT.
I

WE congratulate the Committee on the excellent
report submitted by them. It is characterised by
thoroughness, imypartiality, soundness of judgment
in matters relating to educational thieory and prac-
tice and—as may be expsoted from this Commitéee
as oonstituted—by political wisdom. No aspect bear-
ing on tho progress of eduoation in the State has
been ignored. The diverse views advooated with
regard to advances in university eduocation are pre-
sonted with fair-minded impartiality. In the disous-
sion of the various educational problems as they pre-
sent themselves, the report shows that it is abreast
of the best thought of competent thinkers and ad-
ministrators.

The report is emmontly readable, the arguments
for and against partioular positions are presented
clearly and oogently, and the recommendations are
urged home with sweet reasonableness The Com-
mittea’s appreoiation of the servioes of the oconvener
seems eminently deserved. They rofer to the ex-
ceptional ability and zeal that characterised his
‘work. “His unique knowledge of university matters
and his unfailing energy have been of the greatest
‘assistance to us at every stage of our deliberations.
We acknowledge with deep gratitude his valuable
services in preparing the materials required for our
work, in providing information on all questions of
university organisation and practice and, last
but not least, in drafting the report.

It was the boast of an ex-Registrar of the
Madras University that his was the biggest univer-

gity, if area under jurisdiotion alone counted. This
bigness of the Madras Univeraity has been its
weakness. The collegea at the extrimities suffered
from languid ciroulation of attention from the head- .
quarters. The colleges in the university town engros-
sed such advantages as rose ‘from its men getting
university work and enjoying the oonsequent prast:ge
and emoluments. The men in the outer colleges ocould "
not get into the Syndicate, nor were they thought of
as oxaminers unless thoy were claver log-rollors and
known at headquarters. The connection with
the university was felt only at the annual exmina-
tions, when all the college alumni sat for the
degree examinations or for what was prehmmsry
to the attaining of the degreos.

This state of things was improved by the reform-
ing zeal of Lord Curzon. The colleges were made
to feel they formed integral . parts of the university.
There were periodical examinations of volleges
which aimed at bringing up all o a high standard
in the matter of equipment and staff. There were
improvemsntis effected in the closer asgooiation of
mofussil colleges with the university through their
professors sharing universily work of examining
it: alumni and administering its affairs.

One easy reproaoch constantly levelled at the
Madras TUniversity and ropeated with parrot-like
wisdom by its critios was that it was an examining
and not a teaching university. The reproach was
justified in the early days in sofar as the univer
sity allowed “ private * candidétes to sit for its ex-
aminations. These formed a very small minority
even then. This reproach, if to a very limited extent
de¢served before, ceased to be true after the reform of
1904. Section 19 of the Universities Act, 1904, in-
sisted that no person should be admitted as a oandi-
date af any university examination unless he
produced a certificate from a college afiliated to the
university, to the effect that ke khad completed the
course of instruction prescribed by the regulati-n.
Earlier, saction 3 stated the university. should be
deemed to have been inoorporated for the purpose
{(among othere) of making provision for the instruc-
tion of students, with power to appoint university
professors and lecturers, to hold and manage educa-
tional endowments, &o., &e. Those who had not
completed the oourse because of ill health or other-
wise and those who had not-the benefit of a course at
all in a recognised college wers admitted tothe ex-
aminations of the university on the recommendation
of the Syndicate by special order of the senate. The
Syndicate in making such recommendations satis-
fied itself that the would-be examinee had gone
through a oourse of instruction or training equiva-
to instruction in & recognised college. So avery
oandidate for the university examination brought
to the university mint xeal metal to have its sound-
ness and quality tested by university appraisers.

The fruth is that the different oolleges did the
teaching work of the university. They were all
really ‘constityent’ collegas and for purposes of con-
venience they had a central office in the Chepauk
buildings. The university o calied was a specia-
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lised organ for standardising progress of the colleges
and for the annual festa of the Convooation. The
real university was all the colleges and their cen-
tral office at the university buildings Rightly
understood the Madras University was as mucha
feaching university as any that its addle-headed
critios were acquainted with.

A residential university it was not. If the
preamble o the Madras Act VII of 1923 for the re-
organisation of the Madras University had said, “It
ia expedient to reorganize the University with a
view to iestablishing a residential University at
Madras " and omitted all reference to teaching, it
would have been more acourate. As it is, people
are under the impression that we have altogether a
new avatar of teaching university, the like of which
had not been vouchsafed to us before.

- What the Act of 1923 has dobe is fo emphasise
the disinction beween Madras and outside colleges,
making the colleges within a 10-mile radius of the
oity ‘constituent’ colleges and other colleges out-
side the favoured area " affiliated ” colleges. This
is the most distinctive feature of the recent univer-
sity legislation. “ Brahmano sya mukham asit.”
The head of the province forms the-constituent col-
l1eges. The limbs make ‘affiliated’ colleges. It was
perhaps quite in the fitness of things that the
present ministry should be responsible for introduc-
ing the principle of caste distinction in the matter
of colleges. '

We can understand the unrest and impatience
of the outer colleges. If only there should be
enough zeal for the development of university edu-
oation and enough money forthcoming for backing
such zeal, each college that feels left in the cold out-
gide the charmed circle of Fort of 8t. George might
straight way work into a unitary residential { bless-
ed word ! ) university. And the universities will
be none too many for the Presidency. Even as
things are, what is there against each college creat-
ing a high level of efficienoy in the character of the
teaching imparted and making a distinctive college
tradition of enthusiasms for particular lines of deve-
lopment? South Indians, the bulk of them, are too
much accustomed to the sweet security of street
bouses arow, that it is too venturesome for them to
live in detached isolation. So when néw univer-
sities are proposed in areas like Travancore we can
understand opposition to such ventures from men
who have found the old foundations good enough
for them and theirs.

But that Travancore should feel the situation
brought about by the new Act somewhat humiliat-
ing and that it thould seek the natural remedy of
sesting up an independent university was quite in
the nature of things. Its‘ Jingoism '—it has got the
men, it bns got the colleges, and it has got the
money too—would be quite justifiable.

When the last University Committee was ap-
pointed by the Travancore Government., the most
important things to decide were (1) Where to locate
the university offices, (2) the territorlal jurisdiction
of the university and (3) the type of pniversity to be

recommended. On the first point the Government
was quite clear as to its wishes. It instructed the

‘Committee not to oonsider any proposal which

would” run counter to the idea -of looating the
headquarters of the university within the State. As
regards other points the (Government was open
minded.

As regards the question of location there were
only three alternatives to consider. 'Was the uni-
versity to be at Trivendram or at Aruvikkarai or at
Alwaye? The predilections of those outside Travan-
core were in favour of Alwaye. The Aruvikkarai
project was a favourite with the earlier committee
which rescommended s unitary residential univer-
gity Trivendram was naturally favoured by those
in the State as containing the colleges more impor-
tant for university education and as being the capital
of the State. Grandiose plans of & university with
palatial bpildings and equipment and with an exten-
sive campus might be.and have been suggested and
winning dreams evoked of an ideal university life,
ministered to by all the civilised up-to-date facilities
and yet secluded in the forest-like peace and purity
of the Gurukulas of our fancy. This would be a
clever way of postponing progress as, in the absence
of Aladdin's ring it would lost & mint of money and
an indefinite number of years for the university to
conocretise. Meanwhile we the obstructors are sped
and our little checkmating of the clamorous enthu-
siasts for educational advancement shall have been
effectively if insidiously done. In view of the cir-
cumstances 50 fully and fairly detailed in Chapter

'IX of the Report, the case for Trivandrum is over-

whelmingly strong and in the present days of general
financial stringency and expanding-responsibilities
of government, the Committee could not with any
face recommend. & measure involving “'sacrifices of
a truly stupendous character” and fix on any place
other than Trivandrum. “The existing educational
buildings and sites in the town are valued at about
Rs. 50 lakhs, and they have taken years to build. As
a practioal propositios, it is to our mind unthinkable
that such a sacrifice should be demanded of Travan-
core.”

As regards the area to ba covered by the propos-
od university, the Committee had three alterna-
tives to consider. The first was for oconfining "its
activities to Travancore and having no administra-
tive connection with institutions outside the State.
The second was 8 university started in the first in-
stance at Trivandram but keeping its doors open for
the incorporation into it of instifutions of a univer-
gity standard in the neighbouring State of Cochin
and the adjacent British distriots, when such ingti-
tutions should spring up and desire incorporation.
The third and the last alternative was the creation
of & university created from the very beginning by
the conipined efforts of- Travancore, Cochin and
British Governments whose areas would be com-
prised in a Pan-Kerala University. The first of
the alternatives was ruled ouf as it was too
exolusive and somewhat parochial in charaocter.
And the third, advooated by two members of
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the Committee, had some specious arguments
as that Kerala is » geographic unit as also
.a linguistic and social unit, that a common
-oulture and common fraditions have been buit up
.on the foundation of & common language and per-
haps of a common race, that the consgoiousness of
‘the unity is even more important than the fact of
the unity, that in the construction of the new uni-
~veysity such & valuable spiritual asset shounld not
‘be ignored or made light of, since such a body might
“be one of the best means of cherishing and intensify-
ing the feeling, that is, each alumnus educsted in
the Kerala University should feel every inch a
‘Keralan or Malayali and that he is something apart
from and disparate to the Tamilian or the Andhra
outside.

" What do these men mean by the linguistic unit,
social unit ? Is Malsyalam to be the only Janguage
to be employed ? Is it to be the sole medium of in-
struction ? What is this social unit of Kerala—the
-sooial unit which is to be an amiable blend of Nair
.and Cheruma and Pattar and Moplah and Syrian
Christian ? University education as we under-
-gtand it is to humanise and liberalise each person
-coming under its influence, so that he feels he is-one
with the whole of humanity, and not o make him
feel he belongs to this territorial unit, this linguistio
unit, this caste unit, this religious unit, this clique
unit or that. What do we teach young men in the
university ? It is either science or the humani-
ties. How does the best oulture of science reaot on
'the human spirit ¥ The separating walls keeping
aan from man fall asunder and we are made to feel
that the Cherumsa and the Nambudri and Pattar
-and Mopla are alike impotent before nature's laws
and that we can make them serviceable to us only
when with Baconian wisdom we submit to them.,
And what do the studies oalled Humanities teach
us ? They more than apything else teach us to re-
.o0gnise the one in the ~any, the man common to
‘Tom, Dick and Harry, the ‘bumanitas’ cornmon to the
Diwan and the Thoti, the Regent and the Puliya
girl. There is enough in the history of the peoples
.and in the history of the individuals, in the shaping
influence of oircumstances to make each of us feel
we are individual, with interests diverse from others
and we need not add to these the sgency of a Kerala
Uypiversity to empbasise differences. _

Our quarrel is with the argument advanced fo
making Kerala a university unit. With the terri-
torial ares in itself we have no quarrel. One argu-
ment that weighs with us sgainst starfing with
all Kerala aren is the enormous delay that would
ensure in making three Goveruments see eye to eye
in starting the new university and settling the
details of wark. The second alternative recommsnd-
ed by the Committee seems not liable to any ob-
jeotion. The start being made by Travancore does
not preclude Coochin and Malabar joining later in
due courze when they feel prepared. Travanocore feels
the nead more imperatively than its' neighbours for

a now university. The Government can start work
and, if it does so wholeheartedly, justify ite venture.

( To be continued )
K. B. RAMANATHAN.

NATURE AND MAN.
IF such is Aristotelianism, what wonder that men
made of Aristotle a god, who could make no mis-
takesf Mental inertia at all times is only too ready
to save itself trouble and to accept the words of a
master rather than to re-think and re-state them.
The Schoolmen of the great Middle Ages who had
redisoovered Aristotle, thus re-thought and re-stated
this philosophy: their successors soon’ enough °
were either unwilling to underge the necessary
mental discipline, when one s0' sublime, as 8.
Thomas Aquinas (1227-1274) had seemingly just
said the last word possible ‘on the’ subject; or else
waere bent on onesidedly developing this philosophy
along certain lines, without taking iuto account the
danger of their disiroying altogether the equilibrium’
of the system, by emphasizing one aspect of truth o
the detriment of the remaining body of truth. - Only
a Progressivist need be surprised at finding degene-
racy :upervening upon the great efflorescence ‘of

| Scholasticism of the 13th cenbury: a Scholastio’

oertainly sees in that deplorable fact not a proof that
Soholasticism was false and is now out-of-date, but
rather that Progressivism never is able o account’
for the faots—whether of nature or of history.

- Tt is 0 William Ockham above all men that I
would asoribe the responsibility for having introdu-
oed chaos into the perfeotly balanced philosophy: of
the School. By exaggerating Divine Omnipotence,
he really led the way to a contempt of law, natural
and oternal; just as Malebranche {1638-1715) and
Leibnitz later imagined they were adding to God's
majesty by substituting His direct aotion for all
secondary causes, yet thereby really opened the door
g0 Atheism. Of course Descartes is the obvious
terminus a quo the confusion of Scholasticism has
manifestly proceeded : but it was from the xvth cen-
tury onward already that its sickness bagan Coper-
nicus, Kepler and Galileo were proving erroneous
the soience of terrestrial and oelestial physios used
by Aristotle and 8. Thomas: yet “rather than'change
something in the Aristotelian heavens, these epigo--
nes impudently denied the evidence of the natural
heavens”, as Bishop Monchamp* mordantly
remarks. And so Scholasticism becomes “out of
date” ; the Now Learning smiles at it asat a baok
number; worst of al), Descartes, wishing to guard
Philosophy against the attacks of the “Natural
Sojentists”, throws the physical to the wolves, in'
the vain hope of being the better able thereafter to
keep the metaphysical—with results “which I have
already sketohed out. If by the XVIIth century
Scholasticism is not altogether extinct, it is only
because it lingers on “‘in cloistered refuges™ ! In the
Anglican Church Idealism is supreme, in the Roman
Traditionalism snd Ontologism ; though the Council
of Trent had reaffirmed the philosophy of the Sohool
and every now and then a Pope had condemned
the new metaphysics as lrreconcilable with Chris-

* quoted by Mercier, I. c. p, 425.
¢+ Mercier, p. 426.
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tian verities. Generally speaking, Scholasticism was
forgotten: so completely, that a- library like that
6 Kant's oonta.med not a_single book puttxng for-
ward the old phllosophy and ‘that, up to our own
days, ganeritmn ‘after genaratxon of phﬂosophers
has arisen, who bad never ‘as much as heard of it,
exoept as fit matter for a Jest

_ It was in Italy that a return to the philosophy
of Aristotle and of 8. Thomas Aquinas began : a re-
turn, pnmarily deslgned o meot the errors of the
metaphysios of the fimes. "Sanseverino in Italy
( 1811-'1865) and Kleutgen in QGermany ( 1811—1883)
are outatnndmg names in this ;oonneohon and in
1874 the Accademia di San Tommasso was founded
in Rome. Buf antil POpo Leo XIII by his encycli-
oal of 1879 ( Adeterns Patru) had given this Neo-
Thomist movement 8 new impetus, it remained
mamly directed against fhe spiritualist descendants
of Cartesianism, and dealf only obliquely with the
Materialism which the technological achievements
of the X1Xth Century had turned into the paramount
philosophy of the age. The new turi given
to Schglasticism, to meet the needs and short-com-
ings of the contemporaries of Spencer, was beyond
all others given by Desiré Mercier, since 1906 Arch-
bishop of Malines and since 1907 a Cardinal of the

Roman Church Born in 1851 and Professor of phi-.

loaophy at‘the Senunary of Malines in 1877, he from
1882 to 1906 filled the newly founded ohair of Tho-
mist Phllosophy at the university of Louvain, where
in 1890 he ‘founded the Institut Superieur de Phi.
Ioaaphze In 1878 Wundt had opened at Leipzig the
firat laboratory of “Experimental Paychology’ and
he, the tounder of the ‘Physiologiocal Psychology’ of
our days, confessed in the end that “the results of my
rasenrohes £quare neither with the materialist hypo-
thesls, por with the Platonic and Cartesiad dualism:
Aristotle’s animism joining up, as it does, psycho-
logy and biology, remains as the only plausibie
metaphysical conclusion consistent with the results
of experimental psychology.”* It was the very con-
olusion which young Mercier, starting from . the
metaphysmal end of psychology, had also reached:
he clearly saw, that what was needed, was not a
new philosophy, a higher synthesis of Spencer and
Kant, but a restatement of what is the Phslosophia
Perennis of Aristotle and of S, Thomas. He faced
the facts of ‘SBoience’, nay he welcomed them; for if
Soholastic philosophy is true, what has it to fear?
And not only so: he realized that Scholasticism, and
in fact philosophy a8 & whole, are not matters of
academic interest only, fit merely to provide tests
for seekers 0f degrees, but are first and foremost
meant to solve the problems besetting the men and
women of each age. Boldly he abandoned the Latin
garb in whioh alone hitherto the philosophy of the
Schools had been expounded ; and by teaching in
French and writing in French he, with one stroke of
genius, made Neo-Soholasticism for the first time
» live issue. The movement then started has called
forth wider and ever wider wave oircles : not the

* Ibid. P 447,

least of which I reckonto be the complete transla.-
tion into English of all the works of 8. Thomas-
Aguinas, begun by the English Dominicaus in 1911
and still in progress. Already the results are ap-
parent of making S. Thomas himself once more-
available to large sections of the English-speaking
world, whom the Latin technical language of the
original had for 8o long prevented from knowing at
first hand the sublime writings of the ‘Angel of the
School’: and I venture to believe that this redis-
covery of the Scholasticism of the great 13th cen--
tury o’ the Middle ages in this 20th century of ours,.
will have an effect little less far-reaching than the-
rediscovery of the olassic Antique at the time of the-
Renaissance.

Trendelenburg { 1802—1872 ), the great German.

| Aristotelian, had said that “the principle of a true

philosophy is no longer to seek—it exists; and all
that is needed is to develop it by pondering its.
goneral verities in olose connection with the
experimental sciences” ;* and fronr Trendelenbuarg :
onemay date perhaps the .endeavour, which seems
to have come almost to a head to-day in Germany,.
of reconciling Kant and S. Thomas, In that
endeavour Lord Meroier's epistemological works.
must always take a high rank : for if he couid.
foel with Positivism, he ocertainly sympathized
equally with Kant's critical method. The real

' obstacle to the speedy acceptance of Neo-Schola--

gticism has been that this view was and still is
80 little known. Whern ‘the wveil of ignorance and
prejudice once is pierced, the result is often like the-
proverbial falling of soales from one’s eyes : witness-
the following lines from the .greatest jurist of the-
1ast century, R.v. Jhering '( 1818-1892), who in a
second edition of his “Purpose in Law” wrote: “I
plead guilty to the charge of ignorance regarding S..
Thomas Aquinas, when I first wrote this book. Now
that I do know this grand thinker, I ask myself with-
astonishment, how it is possible that truths, like
those he professed, could ever have come to be so
utterly forgotten by our Profestant learned men.
‘What errors would have beed avoided, had one faith=
fully kept to his {osohingl As for myself,had I known
it eatlier, I believe I would never have written my
book at all, since the fundamental ideas which T
was 80 anxious to make known are already to be
found in this massive thinker's worka, expressed
with perfect Iucidity and a remarkable fecundity of
conception.”; Today Catholicism’ is coming all
round into fashion again. Soheler and Heiler. are
$wo names typicalk of the endeavour, paramount in
German thought today; of grafting Catholicism into
what is left f Protestant growth, The great Anglo-
Catholic revival in England is indicative of the
same tendency; and so isthe triumph on the Con-
tinent of Europe of democratic parties, whioch are
at onoe Socialist and Catholio. The onoe ridiculed
Medieval notions about usury are being reverted
to as perhaps the best antidote to Capitalism; the

* Quoted by Meroier I o. p. 482,
T quoted by Mercler, L. o. p. 437.
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~pthioal basis of politics, and snbordination of nation™
=plity to humanity—Scholastic common :places that
-they have always been—have ~ suddenly become
" nof.only the latest theory but even perhaps the only
way ouf of the fmpasse in which all the nations of
- the world find themselves today. On 'the side of
“the Roman;Catholic Church again, the inoreasing
mnumber of “olerks in holy orders”, such as Schiapa-
*relli and Mendel, not to mention & galaxy of still
living men, devoting themselves to, +and :making
“illustrious, the Seienc:s, tells its own tale; and
makes one indeed, with Mercier**, “dream of "the
~early emergenoce of a genius who at this §ime, when
mechanios and mathematios have so much enlarged
“4heir domains ; when chemistry, biclogy, embryology
and experimental psyolology “have beea created;
when 50 many other, subsidiary, sciences so inces-
- santly make their ‘aontribution to thought: whol
-8y will achieveithe metaphysicel synthesis of all
this vast:learning.”
Spencer indeed:has taday already faded into
~oblivion, both as regards -professional Scientist and
Philosopher. ‘But are they turning Neo-Scholastios ?

And even if they are, what about-the man-in-the-
sstreet 7 ’

H C. E. ZACHARIAS,

REYIEWS,
‘CURRENCY -AND EXCHANGE. .
*iNDIAN.CURRENCY AND EXCHMANGE. By H.
‘ L..CHABLANIL, M, A.,(.Qxford .University . Press,
1Bombay. 1) 1925, 814 x 514, pp. 184, Re. 4840,
* THI8 broohure :is a puor production. ‘Within ‘the
-small compass of 180 pages devoted by the atthor‘to
-& hurried treatment of a somewhat complicated sub-
.Ject, there is neither sufficiency of informatioh nor
su.mmency of illuminatjon. Methodology is con-
-spiouous by Hts sbsence. “There are so many oon-
-tredictions-and vompromises in his b:ok ‘that it is
ditfioult tokmow wmhat is the exagt sposition +of the
-author. In one place he says gold. cannot siroulate in
.India bacause India is poor. .In another .place he
-says gold does mot oiroulate in 'India because there
-are rupses. .After Hevoting one whole chapterto the
'-ﬂrsmmop'of‘the quantity theory of monsy—in ‘it-
+nelf thp simplest and the most obvious *proposition
in Politival Economy—he says the rise of the Rupee
-after 1893 was not altogether due to the limitation
, of its issue |"Bimilar contradiction appears in lis
chapter on Foreign Exchanges. There he contrasts
ithe two theories—namely, the Theory of "Purchasing
Power Parity and the theory of the “Balancs .of
dee—l-m;d gives his judgment in favour .of the for-
-ner as'being the true theory, Y&t throughout the
‘book he argues on .the basis of -the wrong theory,
namely, the Balance of Trade, Again, in his opening
-Ghaptor he says that one of the virtues which a
-standard of value should possess is stability for
defarred_payments. Yet he says that there is nothing
Absurd in reverting back to the silver standard!
Management of ourrenoy is, acoording to the find-
ings of the author, one of the greatest defects 'in
-our currency. Yet he rooommends a oconvertible
-Rupee as the remedy far this evil )

. :The compromises which the author makes .are
witneased by the faot that he agrees with sakmast

every proposal made for the reconstruation of Indian
rrency. -Hesees good inibr.‘Risher's 'pian, in re~
verting baock to the silver:standerd, .and also:in.an,
universalized Gold Exchange :Standard. Neverthe-
less, tae authorthasihis own pet planiand-that is to
.have & ‘Convertible Rupee,’ sonvertible .nat :in .gold
goins, butimgold bullion only. The-auther doss not
disolose it, bat it.is the plansuggested .by Ricardo
in his “ Propesals for .an Eeonomical mnd Beoure
Currenay.” Fortunately .for. England it was not
adopted. The reasonsweresimple. To:legisctate that
notes shall be gonverted -into gold bars ofcertain
-weight meant that enly thosewho hadmotes of the
value of the gold bars eould eonveit. The rest could
not. ‘In.otherwords,itwas felt that such ra ‘mystem
would sonsiderably weaken the effect of sanwertibi-
lityand would thereby give .an opening :#to infla-
#ion. The proposal was nat therefore-deemed to +ba
secure’enough. Thetpoint-whetherthe: prapogal wag
soconomical wasmot debated upon at ‘theiime, and
may here 'be convenierntly dealt with ; pince-there are
so'many writere in'Intdia—and our author is one of
them—-who/in order toshow'themselves civilized, in-
tdu ge 'in 'vituperations ‘:against ‘what they -oall
‘the barbarity of using gold us -currency. All these
civilized writers on ourrenoy spend -their- energy
'in demondtrating the=self-evident propesition which
no one disputes that-to'use paper as-:a medivm ‘of
exchange is more economicdl-than to-use gold. But
:thege.same writers mever vare:to prove 'that such a
‘plan besidestbeing esonomioal will also be secure in
‘the sense of ensuring stebility of prices. +A 'merely
economionl planwhichsdees:not guarantes wecuriby
is<fno use. ‘The planinbe acssptable.-must be both
-agonomical and seonre. Itwill do, ifiitds net eco-
nomiecal ; but it will mertainly =mwot -do, 1if it ds not
-gpoure. Nows I -submit that the 'proposition rthmt
to wconomize gold was a currency is (o impasr ils
ubility asig standard «of value ds sas ‘selfovident sas
the proposition ‘of the wivilized -writers that ito
‘use :paper A3 a medium is more ievonemioalithan
to mse gold. For what .doss -this discarding «of
sgald¥romronrrenoy wse -mesn? (It 'simply meams
1thin: thet by economising the use of gold :you theme-
by increase itsssupply, and by inoreasing <dts.supply
wou howeriibs value.i.e. gold by reason-efshissoone-
my dn:ite ase .becomes :a ‘depreciating eommodity
sand thesefore:unfit to that extent ¥to function es 25
spanidan] of valne. -Et-aanmotbe :denied:ithmt -isapes
of ;paper mmemey, or :any sother mubstitute for thmt
matter affect the demand formetallic xuoney. Dhere

aTe no‘doubt-sonre who malke ‘the meservdtion Hmt
“the demand:formetailic money will-or *will mot ‘he
affectell by a-paper fiszve -aocordime ns tthe pyper
‘money is eonvertible or inconvertible,  "But ‘this s
-an error. "The testis'whether the ;paper vissues ave
vovered or uncoversd by a metallioreserve. H they
-are-covered, then thewwill not affectthedemand for

' metallic money. "But if they are-uncovered,then

they will affect the demand ‘for metailio money ‘whe-
‘ther‘they -are -convertible -or iimcorvertible. 'The
reason is : ‘covered mnotes ‘merely yepresmivmetdllio
‘money; but urcovered motes -udd tu Hre dtovk of
-money snd by ‘ineresding 'its ~wélume -lower fheir
value. Therefore yuu cannot both economize ydd
and also use it us a standart, TE-you wantto econo-
momise gold, you must abandon gold-as astandard of
value. Besides, in the present-d=sy‘there'dsnoneces-
sity to economise gold, because-there is-all ‘over- the
world such B great plethora of -money *that *the less
we agonomise gold the better. From this point of
view the Gold Exchange Standard, oncea “boon, ‘is
now a ourse. ‘Iiserved a very -ueefiil purpose for
some time, From 1873 the production sof ‘gold had
fallen off and-the economy effected by the Gold ‘Ex-

> ) o.p 395
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change Standard was indeed very welcome 'because
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it holped in a period of oon.traotion to expand tha'

money of the countries of the world and thereby
maintain the stability of the international price sys-
tem by preventing the rapid fall in prices, which
would have been inevitable if all the countries
‘whioch establighed the gold standard had also adopted
gold as currency. But after 1910 conditions changed
and the production of gold increased, with the result
that the continuance of the Gold Exchange Stand-
ard thereafter not only did not help the countries to
check the rise of prices but actually heiped to raise
them: by causing as a result of the economy in its
nse & redundancy of the already over-produced
gold. The author approvingly quotes Prof. Fisher
and others who blame the Gold S8tandard for the rise
of prices after1911. But Prof. Fisher forgets to take
note of the fact that gold became a bad standard of
value because of the continuance elsewhere of the
Gold Exochange Standard. For if after 1911 the
Gold Exchange Standard has been abandoned and
oountries had #sed gold instead of economising it,
there would have been no redundancy of gold and
the rise of prices consequent on it would have been
arrested. The Gold Exchange Standard from this
point of view has outlived its purpose and is now
doing positive harm. In the light of these considera-
tions it is not possible to have any sympathy with
projeots that economige the use of gold and yet main-
tain it as a standard of value.

These points must have entirely escaped the

author when he conceived his project of a Rupee

convertible irto gold bullion. But convertibility

into gold bars does not embody the whole plan
of the author. Along with convertibility he says
a limit must be placed on the issue of rupees
and small potes, even when they are legally con-
vertible into gold bullion. The ¢ ¢y in India
should be allowed to expand annualiy by only a
oortain small . percentage representing its normal
mte of progress in business. Beyond that per-
centage Qovernment should bave no power to
inorease the ocurrency.... In giving reasons
for this flnctuating limit on the issue of rupees and
small notes, the author says “ A * convertible
rupee, ' being small in its denomination, is no ad-
equate safe-guard against inflation ; for, as the older
esoonomists clearly .showed, the de facto suspended
convertibility of the small note makes it practically
inconvertible, and its over-issue is just as likely
as: that of inconvertible paper.” All this is fan-
tastic if not strange. It is strange because the
author in one place says “ convertibility is the best
safety-value for redundancy of currency ; it provides
_the easiest automatic danger signal to Government
whioh is inflating the currency. ” Now, if this is so,
why is a convertible Rupee not sufficient for the
purpose the author has in view ? The author is
quite wrong when he says that the older economists
believed that convertibility of small notes was not
a suflicient safeguard against over-issue What the
older economists feared was not that oonvertibility
was not a sufficient safeguard against over-issue of
notes of small denomination ; but that convertibi-
lity was not enough to maintein gold in circulation
if the Banks were allowed to issue notes of small
denomination—a view whioh is quite different from
the one asoribed by the author to the older econo-
mists. Again, to realize their aim the older econo-
mists did not urge, 88 our author represents them
to have done, the placing of a limit on their issue.
What they urged was a total prohibition of the
notes of small denomination. That is why we .find
the Bank of England prevented by the ECharter Aot
from issuing notes of lesser denomination than £35.
To be consistent, the author should have recom-
mended that the Government of India. should not

issus Rupees or silver notes of lesser denomina-
tion than Ra. 5. Instead of this he recommends
a haphazard and an unworkable pian. Supposing.

it were possible to fix this percentage—the author

has not told ns how to do it—is the percentage-
to be maintained at all times? Or will it be
sufficient if it were found at the end of the-
finanoial year that the percentage has not been
exceeded ? If the latter is all that the plan demands,.
then there may be no limits to the increase and
deorease in the volume of ocurrenoy that may be
issued in the course of the year, provided oare is.
taken that at the end of the year the balance errs on
the side of an increase equal to the given percentage
over the normal. Again, is the normal to be a figure
fixed for-ever or is it to be revised ? If it is revisable:
then how is it to be revised and what authority
is to revise that normal ? These are some of the ques-
tions that have to be answered before the plan ocan be-
accepted. But one wonders whether instead of indul-
ging in such ingenuities it would not have been bet-
tor if the author bad played the common role and
recommended either a oconvertible Rupee or an
inconvertible Rupee with a fixed limit of issue.

The book consists of lecturee delivered by the:
suthor in his capacity as a Professor to his students
at the Elphinstone College, Bombay, and at the-
Central Hindu College, Benares, and is devided into
two parts. Part I which is mostly informative, the
suthor says, is “intended for candidates preparing
for the pass degree in eoonomics.” Part II -“is
mainly critical” and “is meant primarily for the-
candidates for the Hons. degree.” As an examiner
in Economics I always wondered why the answers-
of most of the pass students in Political Economy-
read like children’s recitation of nursery tales and
those of the Hons. like garbled versions of borrowed
comments. It is now evident that this is due, as
the author naively suggests, to the faot that the two-
sets of students are fed on two different kinds of
fare—neither of which is supplied to them in plenti-
tude or certitude.

B. R. AMBEDEAR.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN INDiIA. By P. I_'.
" PILLAI, PH. D., League of Nations, Geneva.
(Routledge and Sons, London.) 1925. 9x514.

pp. 330. 1zs. 6d. -

IN recent times we have had a good many books on
Indian economic problems, but none, one may ven-
ture to say, has approached the perplexing questions.
ooncerning India’s economic outlook with more:
metioulous accuracy, comprehensive vision and
sanity of judgment as Dr. Pillai's. He divides his.
subject into three parts. In the first, he studies the
soonomio evolution of India from the days of the
Moghul Emperors, and emphasises, in contra-dis-
tinotion to the views of several well-known eco-
nomists, among whom must be counted Mr. J. M.
Koynes, that industrial development is as necessary
to India as to any other country. In combatting
the gonerally acoepted notion that India was destin-
ed by nature to be a purely agricultural country, 'he
examines the economic position of the Indian
masgses, and his discussion of this vexed question is
one of the most authoritative and arresting portions
of hig treatise. He -is too great a believer ina
system of well balanced development, however, fo

.demand an industrial system divorced from all agri-

cultural progress, and the secoud part of his book is
accordingly devoted to matters agrioultural. In
his fourth chapter he has some very interesting re-
marks to make about- agricultural labour, and the
connection, often overlooked, -bp_twgen _agrestio
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serfdom, agricultural wages and the labour supply.
Part III examines the present industrial systrem
-objectively ; and after two chapters dealing with the
-cotton industry and the iron and steel industry, the

" latter of which is now much in the lime light, as a

result of the fiscal measures of the Government of

- India, Dr, Pillai disousses the questions of fac'ory

E'ﬂuenoes fully and

labour, industrial finance and ‘Governmental in-
in their proper perspective.

Having thus outlined the contents of the book,
we may now proceed tv make a few general
-obgervations. The book is nct likely to please
pglitioia.ns or extremints of any oategory; for
the autbor has marshailed his faocts and his
arguments in an afmosphere of perfect freedom
from prejudice- and partiality, and his scholur-
-ship, accuracy and fairmindedness are transparent,
And, in spite of the vast range of subjects ke has
bad to traverse, a range which includes in its
-orbit subjects like the selection of geeds, the
Buman needs of labour, key industries and the
‘higher flights of industrial finance, his study is, all
the same, charaoterised by unity and combination,
-and & consoiontious adhesion to oarefully ascertain-
-ed faots, In short, the book has been happily con-
-oeived and brilliantly exeouted, and Indian Univer-
-gities, anxious to “ broadoast ” sound and progres-

‘give ideas on Iudian economios, may be recominend-

.d to presoribe the treatise ms & text book in the
higher coliege oclasses. Dr. Gilbert Slater, who con-
‘tributes an excellent introduotory note, pays -a
tribute to “the single-mindedness with which Dr.
Pillai has pursued his definite aims, the accurate
ascertainment of faots, clear thinking with regard
‘to their significance, and lucid presentation.” Ihe
praise is not too high, and in the words of Bottom,
we shall desire his better aoquaintance.

The book has been included in the series of
studies in economics and political science published
‘by the University of London, and isgot up by Messrs.
Routledge and Sons who have done their part of the
‘work with their characteristic elegance,—but :an
dndex js badly wanted.

- N. M J

——mre

" MISCELLANEA.

ALL-INDIA RAILWAYMEN'S UNIONS
, FEDERATION.
-A MEETING pf the General Ooucoll of the All-Tndin Rajlwasy-
wmen’s Unious Federation was held as Nagpur on the :6th u-:d
“Tth June. On pooount of tbe abaence due to uis ili-nealih, of
the Presidont, Roisaheb Chandrika Prasad, Mr V. V. Giri,

Vios-Presideut, presided ani almost a') the Railwaymen's.

Unionein india were reprose ted at the mseting. After the
-Genarsl Seore.nry’s report wns adopted and the grisvances of
the subordinate employees of the different railways. were dis-
-oussed at length, the question of the Notth Western Railway
‘strike engaged the attention and reseived the ssrious consi-
-deration of the Council. The discussion on this particular
subjec: prolonged til) the meeting came tganend on the 7th
June an dthe following resolulions wers unanimously passed :=
L Thar thie meoting of the General Council of the All-
India Railwaymen s Unions Federation 1 groatly oconoerned
-8t the prolonged missry of the famiilens of the employees of the
Noith Westorn Railway, who have goae on strike, and appeals
o the Railway and other nniona and the public to contribute
“#heir roite for the relief of the aufferers.
3. That this mesting regrets that on acoount of daucity
-of relinble loformasion and confliotding reports in she press it
in nos o & position to form any definite opinion on the canses
of the strike and demands of the employess, though it :realizes
the gravity of vhe situation; anddeputes the Prosident, Raiaaheb
«Obandrika Prasad, the General Seorestary,-Mr, Mukonda Lall

Biroar and Mr. Edu Khan to procesd immedlately t¢ Lahasse
and o*her contrea of strike ares, make personal investigation
on the spot and take suoh other stops as they think fit.

8. That ibis meeting is shocked at the indifference of
the Government to the sufferings of such a large number of
strlkers on & Btate Railway and presses for the immedizte
appointment of a Oonoiliation Board oconsisting of two offi-
cials, two non-official eleoted members of the Lezislative
Asgembly, President of the Federation and -two Representa-
tives of the strikers for an early settloment of the dispute.

4, That this mesting ia emphatically of opinion that
warious grievances of & serious aature exist amongat the am-
ployees of all the rallways and urges on the Government oi
Iodi: the immediate neoceasity of appointing a Committee
of Enquiry with comprehenatvs terms of reference to go inte
details and take evidence and formulate measures for.:their
radroess.

5. That whereas in the opivion of this Uouneil public
interasis require organisation of the employess of all railways
in India and Burma ou sound and correct lines as already
admittad by His Excellondy the Viosroy, this Couneil of the
Federation appeals to the Railway Administration to give full
facilities to the Exacutive of this Fedoration in 'the shape of
complimentary oard passes, interviews with responsible Offi-
oials and necessary informetion, .

6. Taat this meeting while thanking the Government ot
india for giving Railways the imporiance they deserve, by
aepavating the Railway Budget, urges upon them the imme-
diate rezognition of the laboor by- giving it an adequate. re-
presentation ou the Indian Legialatures and demands that om
theo.basis of the preseut atrength of the legislative bodies at
Jenst three elecsive seats be reserved for Railway labour in
the Asserbly and at least two seats in cach of the Provingial
Counocils, the eleotions taking place through special oonati-
tuencies of Railwaymen's organisstions, the All-India
Railwaymen’s Unions Federation being the returning officer.

" BOOKS RECEIVED. o

THE ECONOMIC HISTORY OF ANCIENT IIFDIA. By
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