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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,
THE Liberal Federation had jw. quite

Tha Libee Padert angoessful session at  Lucknow,

though it is & pity that ill health
provented some of the prominent leaders from
attending it. Mr A. P. Sen as Chairman of the
Reoeption Committee and Dr. R. P. Paranjpye as
President, each contributed a notable address, dealing

with various questions of importance. Both of them |

began by paying respectful tribute to the memory of
Mr. Montagu, whoss name was not even mentioned in
the Congress. There was no doubt some difference
in fona and emphasis between their addresseg but
essontially there -was agreement. Dr. Paranjpye,
for instance, wag charaataristiocally outspoken in his
oriticism of non-co-operation and Bwarajist polioy,
and saw little hope of the Liborals joining the Con-
gress 80 long as non-oo-operation or obstruction pure
and simple dominated the Congress. He had no faith
in make-beliave or paper unity. Mr. Sen aaid the
same thing in a milder tone when he said, “Tt is,
however, frankly recognised that unless #& are
agreed on the vital question of the Congress
oreod and of the Congress franchise and a fow
other matters of principle, it i8 not practic-
abls to merge all parties into one. What is possible
at the present moment is unity of demand from
different organisations™ That unfortunately is
the oase, It has been rendered decidedly so by the
Congress formally adopting the spinning franchise,
The Liberals, unlike Corgressmen, however, devoted
congiderable tims in the subjects committee for the
sxamination of the question of their rejoining the
Oongress. If they are unable to do po,it is certainly
not due to want.of earnestness or-to diffioulties
created by themselves. Jt is due to Congress kseping
its door shut and even boiting it. And thoy ar
glving the matter still furthsr consideration.

*

WITH his experience as Ministerand
O Eiiaey®® additional knowledge gained as

member of the Reforms Enquiry:
Committee, special force attaches to Dr. Paranipye's
plea for the immediate appointment of a Royal
Commission for putting an end to diarchy and carry-
ing the country to w further stage of constitutional
development. He has indicated the principal points
of what should be the united demand of India before
such a commission. The new Government of India
Act, he points out, “should be of o comprehensive
and permanent nature, not requiring amendment from
time to timig:in any essential particularg and making
in itself provision for auntonomous advance” The
present hand to mouth constitution must be given
up, for as ha says, * India should be free to achieve
her own progress unhampered by perpetual agitation
for changes in its constitution which tends to cloud
all other issnes. ™ What he has gaid regarding the
Army, that reoruitment to ocommissioned ranks
should be 257 to start with and rise by 3% every
vear so that af the end of 23 years all recruits ghall
be Indians, that the territorial force should be im-
proved in quakity and increased in numbars, and that
in the compesition of non-regular forces there should
be mo racial distinctions, will undoubtedly meet
with the country’s approval. And we believe that
vory soon his idea of giving compulsory military
training to all University students medically it for |
it will also ba accepted by all the Universities. His
contribuéion to the solution of the communal ques-
tion is specially valuabl® and we have mush pleasure
in drawing the reader’s attention to the passages ex-
tracted on another page from his address. The back.
ward communities will .doubtless fremlise what a
warm friend they have in Dr. Paranipye. Thore is
much force in his plea for tha. sompulsory registra-
tion of sonveisions, which certainly affects the civij
gtatus of a person, and it is bound to remove al}
those occasions of fanatiosl exocitement which are
now oreated by fhe evangelistic activities of ome
religion or other. -

L 3 L 3 *

WE are glad that Dr. Paranipye has
devoted some gpace in his address
to the gquestion of Indian States
He recognises that this question cannct any longer
be negleoted aa it has beon doneall these years on
acoount of its difficulty, but that it has got to be
faced and & solution found The problems relating to
Indian States and claiming our attention are of two
kinds : these concerned with the improvement of the

The'Problem of
indian Statas.
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political status of the subjects of Indian States, and
those dealing with all-India mattters such as customs,
defence &c¢, which affect Indian States as much as
they affect British India. So far as the former are con-
cerned our sympathies are naturally with the peo-
ple of the States, whose political aspirations are rous-
ed by the advancement of British Indian subjects
towards self-zovernment. Dr. Paranjpyeis clear that
the States should move in the direction of constitu-
tional advance puri passu with British India. This
will no doubt mean curtailment of the autocratic
powers at present enj:yved by the Chiefs, but we do
not balieve there is a single high-minded Chief who
does not wish that his sublects should enjoy at least
the same polifical stafus as their brethren do in the
neizhbouring British provinces under an alien rule.
Qur Chiefs should be content to occupy the honoured
position of constitubtional Sovereigns whick much
michtier potentates in Europe are conftent to be. A
way will also have to be fouad of associating the re-
presentatives of Indian States with the Indian
Lexislature and giving them a voice in the settle-
ment of guestions which affect them as much as
others. The subject has not been sufficiently dis-
cussed for ideas to orystallise, but Dr. Paranjpye
thinks a fedaration of British provinces and States
would have to be formed. Here we may note in
passing that the only reference to Indian States
which occurs in Mr Gandhi's address is far from
satisfoctory.  HHe would give “fall guarantee of
status to the Indian Chiefs without any hindrance
from the Central Government, subject to the right of
asyiun to sublects of these States who, not being
offenders against the Penal Code, may seek it in self-
governing Iniia” If this were dons the position of
our brothren in Indian States would bz much worse
than that of Indians abroad, for while the latier are
pramised halp from Swaraj, the former are not!

* * *

YMONG the numerous conferences
that wore held at Belegaum, we are
glad to note, thers was one relating
tn Indian States, thouch it did not by any means
receiva the attention that was its due. Mr N. C.
Kelkar who presided over it regretted the general
indiffersnce of the Congress towards matters eoncern-
ing the States and criticised the passage in Mr.
Gandhi’s address {quoted above) as one-sided. He
rightly pointed out that while sympathy and guid-
ance may be looked for from the popular leaders of
British India, the people of the States should put forth
greater effort and be more ready to make sacri-
fices for their political advance in their respective
States, He advised them to convene their confer-
ences in their own Stafes and not in British India,
but confine their discussions o domestic matters so
as to avoid complications with the suzerain power
and other Stafes. The conference adopted two resoluo-
tions, one of which appealed tolthe Princes toestablish
in their territories representative institutions with a
view to inaugurate responsible government, and the
-other appealed to the Congress and other political
bodies in British India to extend their sympathy and

iadtan Siates
Confersnce.

give a proper Jead to the people of the States in their

efforts to gain political freedon:.
* * *

THE terrible case of a little Afican
girl-servant, beaten and left by her
Boer master to die in a black holes
with rats gnawing off her fingers—a sase for which
South African law has “punished” the perpetrater by
six months’ imprisonment—haa been very strongly
taken up by the Bishops of Pretoria and Johanesburg;
and the {Anglican) Synod of Pretoria at its last ses-
sion uttered a weighty protest against the hahitual
miscarriage of justice in ¢ases where African and
White interests are in conflict. Ths two B;aiwps
mentioned bave since, together witlh Protestant re-
prasentatives (including, one is happy to note, Lwe
ministers of the Duteh Reformed Chureh) called in
deputation on General Hertzog, who, the {London)
Church Times correspondent of Qctober 22nd reports,
“received them most disappointingly.” The impor-
tant Ous Vaderiornd (the Natiopalist paper of Preto-
ria) indeed has calied for the deportation of Fr. Rand,
the courageous English missionayy, whose ex;ose
of the monstrous affair formed the starl for the pre-
sent agilation ] And these Buer Nationalists are the
people who dare to ask at this very moment for
the transfer of such Protectorates as Swaziland,

Bechuanaland &, from the Imnperial Coloninl {}fﬁce

to their own tender mercies !
* * *

Bosr Justice.

) IN a recent article the Engliziman
Bemale Laboarin  of Calcutta. supporting Mr. W. C

iad

Currie’s remark 'hat in Indis thers
is over-legisiation in labour matiers, says that as
East is Bast and West is West, the Western labour
legislations are inappliceble in India. Concerning
Mr. Joshi's Maternit. Benefit Bill the paper obscrves
that women Izbourers in fea gardens have been
enjoying for several years the privileges contemplat-
ed in the Bill, This if true is certainly praiseworthy.
But there is no reason to offer opposition to the Bill
on this ground. For the Bill when it is enacted
will do no more than standardize and make universal
a benefit now rendered in a perfunctory manner. It
will certainly transform what has so far been wvolun-
tary benevolence into compulsory duty, but this can
not possibly be put forth as a seriods cbjection,
especially when such benevolence is claimed tube
common among the planters.  As to the employment
of women in mines, it is to be remembered, as Mr.
Simpson, the Chief Ibspector of Mines in Indis,
points out in his annual report for 1924, that nowhere

in the world except in India are women employed

in underground work in mines. It is bad enough
that they are so employed, it is far worse fo refuse
them organized help in the most critical crises
of their life, involving themselves and their children.
Cessation from work for six weeks befors and after
childbirth is the major aim of maternity benefit legis-
lation. This is necessary and not a ‘holiday® benefit.
That the mothers are well looked after during this
period is the other aim of such legislation. The
difficulty in ensuring the latter aim does not render
the former unnecessary. The question whether the
husbands c¢an afford to maintain their wives dnnng
confinement ig irrelovant. Nothing will prev =t ‘he
women from working during the period provided
for in the Bill. and thus endangering their own lives
and their children's, so effectively as giving them a
maternity benefit. It is not enough to say that the
employers are doing their best. It is necessary to
define and eunforce it; and the Bill attempts to do no
more.
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THE CONGRESS.

THE Belgaum eession of the Congress has been de-
seribad by its votaries as 8 momentous one. A peru-
sal of the procesdings, however, does not show that
to be the case in any ssnse. The claim does not
soem to be different from that made for every session
of institutions which meet annually, intended pri-
marily to comfort these who put themselves to great
trouble and expense in order to attend any particular
gession. What importance the Belgaum Congress
possessed was derived by its baing presided over by
¥y, Gandhi and by its ratifying the paot which Mrn
Gandhi had entered into with Pandit Motilal Nehru
and My C. R. Das. These facts, however, donot in-
vost the session with any special degree of import-
ance. Mr. Gandhi's position in the Congress is
even now unrivailed, though decidedly weaker than
what it was three yoars ago. If he did not preside
over an eariier gession, it was only bsocauss he did not
choosa to do so; whosver ulse was President he was
the dominant personality—the official ‘dirsctor’
when non-co-operation was in vogue. Therefore the
fact of his presiding over a partioular session is not
of any great importance. Nor was there any real
doubt about the ratifaction of the pact. Though small
sections among no-changers and Swarajists rebelled
_ against it, sufficient loyalty thers was kndwn to be
smong the mass of members to their respective lead-
era. It might have been a momentous session if it
had been a united Congress, including not only no-
changers and Swarajists who were in it lest year
but also Liberals and all others who are working for
the attainment of seli-government by India; oreven
if it had paved the way for their coming in. It has
done nothing of the kind. On the other hand, it has
definitely shut the door against them by adopiing
the fantasfio spinning franchise, by refusing to go
back on non-oo-operation in spits of its having failed
thoroughly and by appointing constitution-wreck-
ing Swarajists a5 the sole agenis of the Congress
in the lagislatures. Mrs. Besani, with some of
her devoted followers, and & few progressive Non-
Brahimans of Madras did no doubt join this session.
But Mrs. Besant has made position quite clearn
She has joined the Congress only with a view to
get its support for the bill which the Naticnal Con-
vention has just drawn up for being presented to
Parliament in the pame of India. She approves
neither the polioy of no-changers por of Swarajists,
muoh less the present oombination of both.. While
we thoroughly appreciate ber spirit of adventure and
optimism, we are not hopeful of hsr finding the
Congress atmosphers congenial, The first thing she
did on going tc Belgaum was to protest against the
spinning franchise as shutiing the Congress door
against other parties in the country which are work-
?ﬁ:g for Swaraj, and to hope that it would somehow
. be modified in the comipg year. Mr. Gandhi's reply
was oourtaous bul non-committal, and for our part
we do not beliave that Messrs. Nehru and Das would
agrse to the unsettling of the past within the next
twelve montha. Nor do we expsot, after this

Congress, much to result from the committee
appointed by the unity conference &t Bombay.
Even if that committes should recommend the geing
back to the rational ways of the pre-non-co-peration
days, we do not see either in the no-changers or the
Swaraijists any preparedness to go in that direction.
Meanwhile one cannot help noticing the fact that
the draft bill prepared by the National Convention
was not so much as mentioned in the discussions of
the subjscts committes, let alone the open Congress.
Progressive -Non-Brahmans like Mr. C. R. Reddi,
who are neither non-co-cperators in any sense nor
obstructionists and have mow joined ike Congress,
are not likely to find the Congress more congenial
than Mrs. Besant, but their connection with it is
only hiominal and not ealculated to influence much
either themselves or the zeal Congressmen. These
additions therefore are of little consequence.

Unity of a wider kind being thus neither achiev-
ed nor promoted, one may consider to what extent
unity within the Congress has been secured. The
pact has been ratified. That is tc say, the no-
changers and tho Swarajists have agreed o work
their own prozrammes from within the Congress
They will not openly denounce each other, they will
not try to oust each other from the Congress execu-
tive or from Congress membership, as they did some
time ago. Thus a kind of negative unity may be ad-
mitted to have been promoted. Bat is it worth much?
Prom the speeches of Mr. Gandhi and of the leaders
of the Swarajists it is clear that the no~changers
have as little faith in Councils as the Swarajists
have in the potency of the spinning wheel. On ac-
count of his mssociation with the orthodox non-co-
operating no-changer, the Swarajist has to pretend
that he is only earrying on non-co-operation in the
Counoils. He has to be a wrecker and deprive the
oountry not only of the benefit it could derive from"
hig achepting office but also of the good that others
might do if he only allowed it: he has thus to
be & conscience-striken ‘dog-in-the-manger. Again,
locking upon epinning &8s an absurd wasie of time,
he has gither to do it with disgust or with equal dis-
gust purchase a certain quantity of yarn from the
market and solemnly send it on to Congress head-
quarters as an ofering that will bring Swaraj] near
by some mystic power. Similarly the conscientions
no-changer experiences difficulty in fathering res-
ponsibility for the actions of the Swarajist in the
Councils and cutside. Far better would it be for the
moral well-being of the Congress that it attempied no
sompromise in principles or actions based on them.

Mr. Gandhi's address had the ususal quaslities as-
sooiated with all his utterances—brevity, direciness
and Iucidity. But otherwise there was nothing par-
tioularly remarkabla about it. The msjorpart of it
was devoisd to the spinning wheel. He bad “no
better or other message for the nation™ It is mot a
new message from him. He delivered it four years
ago. During these years tha Congress has done its
best to carry it to every house and popularise it.
Though now spinning has been made the Congress
franohise, it is not likely to attain greater wvogue
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% han it did in the hay-day of non-co-operation, if so
much. His faith in it however is undiminished
n spite of the experisnce of these four vears.
e wsaid, 1 should be a useless puide for
tor the Uongress if my views about the spinning
wheel are not acceptuble o you. Indeed, you would
be justiiied in regarding me, as some (riends do, as &8
hindrance to national progress, if you consider me
to be wrong in my c¢xposition underlying the spin-
niter wheel.”  Thongh for the coming year the Con-
gress hus retained his leadership, the conviction
about his being wrong in the exposifion of the spin-
ninz wheel is hound to come home mmore and more to
Congressmen.  His claim that every one of the boy-
cotts, in spite of their admitted failures, *had undoubt-
edly the effect of diminishing the prestize of the
partirular institution boycotted,” is unintelligible to
us in the Hght of his own statements made a little
later that non-co-operating lawyers are regretting
having civen up practice even temporarily and that
* Government schuois and colleges can hardly cope
with the demand for admission.” The loss of prestige
is eclearly elsewhere than with these institutions.
Similarly unintelligible is the claim that ‘non-violent
non-co-operation as s means of atiaining politieal
freedom has come to stay and that even its partial
success has brought us nearer Swaral.” He exhorted
the Congress to invite the Liberals and others to
rejoin it and to make it easy for them to come in,
buft his insistence on the spinning franchise and
other itemis of the pact did not certainly make their
ve-eniry easier. e called the Lancashire trade
‘immoral,” because in his opinion ‘it” was raised
and sustained on the ruin of jmillions of India’s
peasants” The cffect of Indian mills on Indias
peasants is not different and te call the Indian mill
industry immeoral would be fantastic in the extreme.
Speaking of his faith at the end of his address, he
says, “I must fight unio death the unholy attempt
to impose British methods and British institutions
on India.” Does he mean that under Swaraj thers
should be no parliamentary institutions or a contin-
uance of the present methods of administration? In
his suggostions to the committee appointed by the
conference aft Bombay, howaver, he is not guided by
this peculiar faith of his and speaks of & franchise—
though characteristically he would make it manual
labonr-—competitive examinations, the Privy Council
and other courts—all British methods and British
institutions. He has also made it clear that the
Swaraj for which the Congress should strive is to be
Swarai within the Empire, though he “would not
hesitate to sever all connection, if severance becama
a necessity through Britain’s own fault.” Theat is
also the position of other political parties in the
country, but we are really glad that MrfGandhi has
given the idea a certain amount of prominence by
giving it a place in his address.

Of the resolutions, that to which the greatest
attontion was gpiven was the one whieh ratified the
pact. The most important problem befere the coun-
try now is the adjustment of communal differences.
Towards that end the contribution of the Belgaum

| session was less notable than that of the Cocanads
session, the reason being that it forms one of the
important subjects for the consideration of the com-
mittes appointed by the unity conference. To In-
dians overseas the Congress gave again cold comfort,
asking them to wait till India attained Swaraj, when
all their grievances would be set right, though how
it is going to be done is not clear. Then there was
a resolution condemning opium revenue. In his
presidential address Mr. Gandhi expressed the idea
" that revenue from intoxicants should be sacrificed
even at the expense of education, if nccessary. If
| the Swarajists were free aud willing to accept »s-
ponsibility for administration, this resolution would
have aecquired great importance. There were no
other resolutions of general interest. Since non-co-
operation is only suspended and not abandoned, the
Congress is still boycotting resciutions which in the
nature of things have to be addressed to Government.
There fore for the consideration of gquestions of ad-
ministrative and national importance such as re-
eruitment to the Army and the ¢ivil services, further
constitutional advance &c., one has to turn to other
gatherings like the Liberal Federation.

MATTLRS MALAYAXN.

DURING the last week of November there was held
in Kuala Lumpur the budget session of the Federal
Council of the Federated Malay States, an annual
! event of growing importance. The subjects treated
were of a very varied nature, but by no means all of
only local interest, and first of all we would mention
the guestion of opium,

Cpium. In this connection ome of the Chinese
members of Council, Mr. Choo Kiapeng,advised cau-
tion in respect of the revenue estimated from opium,
since ““ they could not expect that to be a permanent
source of revenue. They had pledged themselves to
reduce and eventually to abolish the use of opium in
all British Colopies and, on behalf of his community,
he unhesitatingly thanked the Government for what
had been done for them here.” The High Commis-
sioner in his opening speech had referred toa remark-
able opium-cure experiment carried on inthe District
Hospital, Kualas Lumpur. The matter seems to us of
sufficient interest for us to quote in full the report of
the doctor in charge:

* {Ip toBeptember 28th, 980 Chinese have beon admitted
of these “755 bave complsted the cure and remaiced in
hospital 21 days, Six wers discharged for bad conduct,
Two died, one from pneumcnia and one from Haemorr-
hage from a perforating gzastrio uvicor. Two hundred and
seventeen abspended and of these (05 left the hospital
within seven days and abandoped the treatment. 56 left
between eight and fourtsen days and 56 between 15 and
20 days. The Iatter 112 cases went through the atrojine
treatment and left because they could not afford to stay
longer, or were afraid of losing their employment. Most
of thess had lost the craving for opium. I a= of opimiza
that a large msjority of those, who remain in bospital for
the complete twenty-one days, are actually cured of the
opium habit, Those who have not the necesssry strength
of mind or easpacity for physical endurance, abscond from
kospital. -

{2} The Chicese are a shrewd sensible pecple snd there
is no douht but that, if a majority of these usdergcing to®
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- trestmens wers not cured, the number of those applying
for edwmission would rapidly decreass. 4s itis, rush for
ticketa is so great that over 100 Chinese ocome to the
issuing office every day inthe hops of gettiog ove of the
few vaoapoies in the wards., Tbers is an average of abont
ten vacancies daily and the Seoretary of the Antf-opinm
Hcolety and his clerks havs to make those prasens draw
for $ickets, otherwise they would be mobbed,

{3y It is common for a man who has been through the
srsatmant to bring ‘severai of hie Iriends to apply for ad-
mission. He would ot be likely to do thls uniess he
himszelf had besn enablad to give np the habit.
(4} Wo are getting very fow decrepits among the ad-
missions snd the class of patients tends ko improve. It is
concelvable that a vagrant might undergo the discomfort
of the treatment in order to ks well fod for ¢l ree waske,
but this does not spply to the rikishs pullers, healthy
acolies, clerks and small shop-keopers, who daily compein
for -«acancles. The faot that ap increasing zumber of
boapital attendants, who proride anbstitutes toc oarry on
their work, are being admitted is 8 atrong srgument in
favour of the sucseas of the treatment,

(53 'Well educated Chinene, many of whom spesk English,
bavs besn admitted and freely discuss their foslings, erav-
ing, sto, with me ; one oannot fail to be izzpressed by the
pluck and regolution of the great majority of the patienta.
It is not reasonabls to gomypare Europeans with Chinese
wiez discusring possible oures of the opivm habit,

I would be impossible;to control Lialf & doxen Evropeans
~ who were sccretly taking morphis, let alone expect fo
ours them by the method now emplorsd to break the

Chinese of the opium habdit; whersas ,the 150 or so
Chinete at the Diatrict Hospital behave themsslves as
well an ordinary individuals snd make a very genuine
effort to so-operste in thelr oure,

1 know of ope instance of a Chinsse Towkay with whom

I was on terma of intimate friendship, who was a heavy
opium smoker, but who cou)d leave it off at will for any
length of time. He was inccnvenienoed fora few days,
but scon loat all oraving for it.

(6) Asis it ooly four months sinve the present esxperi-
men was -ucderinken, it is mot possibie to say whether
the oures are permanent or pot, but there ie no doubt but
that geveral hundrad Chinese have at any rate temporarily
given up the babit of opium smoking.” )

This report is illuminating in more ways than ons,
but it certainly ought to dissipate the idea of some
propagandists who find the only explanation for the
oultivation of opium smoking in the Eastern Colo-
nies in an inherent wickedness of the British Govern-
ment, who refuse to sacrifice revenue, Apparentiy
the F. M. 8. Government at all events is not so short-
sighted. Why then do they not prohibit opium
smoking out of hand, it may be asked. The answer
may perhaps best be found in & little news ifem re-
ported as nothing ouf of the ordinary, which we oull
from the sams issue of our contemporary {( the Times
of Malaya of December Ist ), Taccording to which
Singapore revenus officers had seized, ooncesledin a
rowing boat in Singapore harbour, $21,000 worth of
illioit opium, As long as China produces 90 p. . of
all the opium grown in the world and is incapable of
dontrolling its export, Chinese living in the soun-
wrtries round about China obviously will be able to get
all the opium they {want, if they do want it: and
seeing how perpetual the flow of pecple from China
to Malaya and back again is, it goes without saying
that as long as the Chinese in China want to smoke
opium, there will not be lacking Chinese in Malaya
wha want to smoke it toa

Indian Labour. The same Chinsse member had

ssked the following question and eliciled the follow-
ing reply :
Haa the sttsation of the Government beon drawn (o
ocommunications mede to the looal Presa by the Rev. Mr.
C. ¥. Andrews on the subjact of the candlsions of Indian
labour in thig couniry, and what acsion does the Qovern-
ment propose to take in regard to;these sommunications ¥
‘Written reply : Mr: Andrews, In his communication
to the Frees, intimaied that he would prepare a final
rsport In whish he boped to be able to make soms oolTes-
tions. The Government considers it desirable to swsit
that fiusl raport befors taking 1. ac regard to the
matters referred to o it.

In one of his spesches the same member sug-
gested the formation of an Indian advisory Com-

mittee; and in another he
pointed oot that there was an excess of labour now

owing to the forther outs in the persentage of standsrd
produoction allowences of rubber, snd Indian labourers had
net snough work to do and many of them were being sent

away. Heo gavean instanoe within hizx own knowledge

where they had no work for 80 Tamil labours but orders
hed been given to keep them going for another three
monthe in the hope of more work being available. But that
miy not ba possible io every oase and yet it wovld be a
great mistake, and unfair to the Tamil lsbour force, to
sllow therz to go away from the coaniry, especially at this
time whean their country had been devastated by flooda. He
thought that the Restriation allowance would be up sgain
probadly in Pebruary, and they might be able to absorb
more iabour thap, but, meanwhile, every sffort should be
made to k+ep the labonr foress in the country. As for
Chiness coolier, they had a way of adapiing themselves,
but the Tamil labourers were unsble to turk io other
waork and, neceasarily, foll back upon the Government.
Hs hopet that ths Government would adopt a polioy that
would enable this labour to be usefully employsd hers.

In his reply the Chief Seoretary teferred to a letterhe
had received from the Controllor of Labour to the

sffeot that:

Owing to the {zcrease of the rate of restrietion, thare
was a oortain amount of unemployment, or ander employ--
ment, among Temil labourors om rubber estates. The
gonstro'ler had also pointed out that recant distress in
Pouth India had the efiect of sending over to this country
a oertain numbe? :of :psople who were in distreasad
sircumstances, The Controller has asked, in copneotion
wpith the budget for next year, thst the Government
should consider the advisability of providing for works
which would offsr employment to Indian lsbourers. The
matter had been referred to the Direstor of Public Works
who psintad out that it was only on roads and upon
sarthworke or drainage works that Tamil labourers
oould properly be employed. Unfortanaiely, the esti-
mates, which wars !now beicg oconsidered, provided for
wary little in the way of road sonstruotion and lezs #til},
ke was scrry to say, forirrigntion and drsivege works.
It was pomibls, however, that semething might be done.

FPublic Hecllh. Once more, the Foderated Malay
States may look back on a very creditable years
reccrd in the matter of public health. The variona
Mosquito Destruction Boards throughout the soun-
{ry by means of oiling and permanent drainage have
continued to eliminate more and more of the
anopheline breeding places. * The education of the
publio, " gaid the High Commigsioner, * especially
of the villagé Malays, by means of lantern lectures
and demonstrations, has also had a considerabla effect

in reducing the inscidence of malaria. **
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Again, as regards syphilis, one is tocld that
public venersal diseass ¢linics have been successfully
continued, illusirated lectures deliversd and treat-
ment by injections freely given at all Government
hospitals and dispensaries. In connection with the
campaign azainst ankylostomiasis lectures and de-
monstrations have been given in the villages and
arrangements made to undertake the necessary treat-
ment of the disease. Bari-beri, ths diefetic disease
due to the use of olished rice, is countered by pro-
paganda in the vernacular press and by distinctive
sign-boards placed outside the shops where this rice
is sold. A Pasteur Institute against rabies was
opened at Kuala Lumpur last April. Infant Welfare
activity continuzs. In Xuala Lumpur o¢ne lady
doctor devutes the whole of her time and in Ipoh
ancther one part of her time to this work; the
former having paid 2310 visits to the houses of
patients =nd diffused there useful jinformation on
sanitation and diet in general. Aliogsther, the
duties placed on the Public Health Department
and the ingenuity and energy with which they
are bzing discharged constitute a really splendid
example which any country which cares for iis
inhabitants ean and ought to imitate, and is
cortainly one which ought to make our Indizn au-
thorities blush. On the other hand, to judge from
a libel suit instituted by the Principal Medical
Officer on aceonnt of a newspaper article, the manner
in which a cholera cutbreak amongst Indian immi-
grants ai the Port Sweltenbam quarantine camp
was deali with and which attaracted some nctice in
India { vide Swarajyae of October 168h ), appears to
have boen open to grave questions. The ease was
decided in favour of the P. M. O, who was award-
ed $1000 damages; but an appeal has been lodged
We therefore reserve our comments pendente lite.

Fnbber. The policy of restricting the output
{ bezun during Mr. Churchill’s reign at the Colonial
Offcz ) of course continues. A “ Rubber Propagan-
dist " { they do run to curious titles for their officials,
do the I.M.8.—witness * The Townplanner, ¥ another
title of vecent introduction) has recently been
appointed, but the idea of sending special Commis-
sioners to China and India for introducing mass
consumption of rubber in these countries has appa-
rently been given up as none too promising a scheme,
On the other hand the Federal Council has just
agreed in principle to the creation of a Rubber Re-
soarch Institute for Malaya, the suggestion being
4hat a cess of aboui Rs, 2-12-0 per ton of rubber ex-
ported should be levied for the purpose.  All this no
doubt is quite commendable: but what one is so0
very doubtful about is the economic soundness of the
whole resttiction policy and whether increasing use of
rubber 1s feasible, unless ths cost of the raw material
comes down very considerably— the very thing that
restriction is intended to prevent. The current price
of rubber is 60 cents per 1b. but it so happens that in
the paper already quoted we came across the follow-
ing item :

We huve to-diy hoen shown a shset of what is very
oftan relerred to contemptuoesly a3z “native rubber.”

The spscimen we have sasn can safely be clameed as
“prime, ribbed, smoked shest.”™ We are told that (bis
is being produced at jess than f{teen cents s pound.

‘Why then artificially keep the price at sixty cents ?
Obviously, to keep the great plantations going. The
fact is, as we have said before, that the day of the
plantation system for rubber seems to be doomed
and that the future belongs to small holding. But
then £100 million of English money has been in-
vested in Malayan planiations : a somewhat formid-
able intersst for any little Colonial Government to
run up against |

i
AMERICA IN THE PHILIPPINES.

WHATEVER truth there may be in the statement that
Great Britain built for herself an Empire in a fit of
absent-mindedness, it is certaninly true that America
acquired the possession of the Philippine Islands inm
an unpremeditated fashion. We shall recount fhe
story briefly.

For a long time America had looked with disap-
proval and disgust on the Spanish misrule of her
neizhbouring island, the Island of Cuba. The Cubans
had agitated for years for a civilized form of povern-
ment without resnit. From cooingz constitutionalism
to open rebellion they had made every effort to make
their demand effective. During the closing years of
the 19th century Spain was ruling Cuba with an iron
hand, suppressing public opinion aud establishing
‘the peace of the wilderness and the grave’ This
evoled strong feelings of indignation in the United
Statess When the government at Madrid by some
sort of eleventh hour presentiment was planning to
grant Cuba a mild measure of reform in the govern-
ment, an event happened which gave the last blow
to the Spanish ceolonial empire and finally ruined
her position as a sea-power. The American battle-
ship Maine was destroyed with her crew while visi-
ting the harbour of Havana. This immediately led
to the Spanish-American war. America entered the
war for the declared purpose of liberating Cuba from
the Spanish yoke and not to exercise soverign juris-
diction or control over Cuba. During the hostilities
General Dewey was ordered to attack the Spanish
fleet in the eastern waters. The Spanish fleet suffer-
ed defeat at-Santiago and Manila Bay. The Ameri-
can army landed in the Philippines. Placed between
the double fire of the invading American army and
loeal insurrection under the leadership of Emilio
Aguinaldo, the Spanish government in the Philip-
pines fell an easy vietim. By the Paris treaty
{(December 1898) Spain agreed (1) to relinquish her
elaim over and title to Cuba, (2) fo cede Porte Rico
akd some other islands in the West Indies and} (3).to
cede the Philippine Islands for & copsideration of
$20,000,000,

In December 1901 happened a notable event in ~—
human history. “ The flag of the Stars and Stripes
which had been planted in Cuban soil at the expense
of Amoerican freasure and American blood was
voluntarily hauled down to give way to the fag ofa
new born nation. The government of the Island
was trasferred to the daly elected represemtative of
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»the people of Cuba and the oceupation of Cuba by
<the United States was declared to bs ended. ” The
~avent had its percussions in the American rule in
= the Philippines.
I
+  The toial land area of the Philippines is 113,026
- 8q. miles with & population of 11,000,000. The whole
population with the exception of 70,000 aboriginals,
-belonga to one racial group, the Malay. The people
-oan be divided into three classes, the Christians,
‘the Muhammadans or Moros and the pagans. Of
- these the Christians number about nine and a hsalf
illions. There are ag many as 43 distinot ethnolo-
. gleal groups speaking 87 recognized languages and
-dialects.

When the Philippine Islands came to the posses-
-gion of the United States by the treaty of Paris,
Aguinaldo the leader of the insurrection against the
‘Spanish rule, who had helped the U. 8. A. army to
‘bring about the fall of the Spanish Government in the
Philippines, finding that the United States did not
mean to leave the Philippines fo the eharge of the
Filipinos, rosa in revolt against the United States.
After prolonged bostilities Aguilando was eaptured
-and imprisoned. When Amsericea took possession of the
Philippines the country had beenn under Spanish mls
for ngaﬁy three centuries. Spain was more anxious,

‘T'o pack and label men for God

And save them by the barrel-load” -
*than to govern well. The result was utier misrsle
and tyranny of the friars. Acute sconomic distress,
-& diverse population with a very large proportion of
illiterates among them, wide-spread and intenss poli-
-tical unrest, these were what Amerion inherited
from Spsain in the Philippines. The despotio rule of
‘Spain bhad also destroved all forms of self-gov-
-ernment, .

It was thus that America found her Indis, a foot-
hold in the East, a market to sell and distribute her
igoeds in the East. The fortuitous acquisition of the
Philippines was not without its eritics in America.
It was condemned as the beginning of an imperialis-
tic oareer, asa policy utterly oontrary to American
-gpirit and tradition, and as a violation of democratio
morslity in as much it was an attempttorules
psople without its oconsent. The Treaty accepling
the sovereignty of the Philippines from Spain was
however ultimately passed by the American legis-
lature. The eventual disposition of the Islands was
loft undooided in the Treaty. The ratification of the
Treaty left no doubt in the mind of the Filipinos asta
the intentions, immediate if not final, of the United
States regarding the Philippines. The Spanish-
American war was not {0 mean liberation to the Fi-
lipinos as to the Cubans, but only a change of mas-
sters. The revolt of the Filipinos against the Unit-
2% BStates wunder the leadership of Aguinaldo
lasted £iil March 1301. The Filipinos after a tolal
1oss, direot and indireot, of 600,000 lives submitted
to the sovereignty of the United States. For two
years aftor the ratifioation of the Treaty (February 6,
1838 to March 1901) the Filipinos were ruled under
# military goverpment. It must however be said to

the oredit of President MeKinley and of American
Governmenial institutions, that real wilitary power
wag allowed be contizued in the Philippines only as
long as civil government wae impracticable. With
the passing of the Spooner Amendment in 1901, the
military government terminated and President Mo-
Kinley was vested with eivil and judicial power to
govern the Philippines until the establishment of a
permanent form of government. . By the Organic Aot
of the Philippine Islands {1902) a permanent govern-
ment was established. The Act provided forthe ssta-
blishment of an elective lower house, the Philippine
Agsembly. It was the first importan’ conocession ever
given by the American people to the Fillipinos. The
Philippine Commission, the upper house, is an ap-
pointive body in which the Filipinos have been gra-
dually given a majority.
Jt B' SEN.
{ To be continted )

THE IMPLICATIONS OF BROTHERHOOD
IN THE RACIAL SPHERE.
ADDRESS BY DR. H. C. E. ZACHARIAS TO THE

Bombay International Fellowship,

delivered at Juhu, D#b. 6th.
IT would therefore seem that the only theory which
is reasonable in itself and patient of all the facisis
the one which conoludes that each individual mind
must be created by God ex nihilo and infused into =8
body at the latter’s conception. Admitting that all
minds are not created absolutely alike, wo yet main-
tain that all are created in a like manner through the
faot that they immediately arise from a specific aat
of Divine Will and that the nature of them all ig
identical.

Thig nature Scholasticism has Ibelieve gatis-
factorily established to consist of an active intellact
{ the faculty of abstracting the universal from the
particular and of progressing from terms to proposi-
tions, and from first principles to conclusions ) -and
of & passive intellect { which is mere potentiality,
the fundamental ocapacity to understand ). - This
passive intslleot is & tabula rasa, a virgin slate, the
eventual writing vpon which is the joint resultof a
gtimulus reaching the mind throughthe senses and of
the abstractive faculty scting upon the phantasma
produced by that stimulus Scholasticism therefore
distinguishes between man's capacity of knowing
{passive intelleot), his act of understanding {aotive
intellect} and his possession of knowledge {intellect
in habit). And in this analysis of man’s mind Schol-
asticism finds itself in completo accord with all the
most recent researches of psychology. The old dicium
that nothing is in the intellect, which hss not got
there through the senses is endorssd entirely by all
modern goience, which has swepi aside all former
notions of “innate ideas™ This Natural Science
indeed has often gone so far as to donbi the existence
of the learner and—at least in Viotorian times—
suggested that all thers is to the mind is the know-
ledge learnt. This so-called Assosiationist theory
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however cannot explain why the Ego is more than
the sum totaljof things he has learnt or what it is
that turns isclated events into a series, Likea
string which turns a heap of pearls into a necklace,
the mind provides the quickening link which- alone
accounts for facts becoming knowledge. The mind
then, as we know it, makes iftself under the influence
of the environment into which it is put ; and for this
making of itself the body into which it is infused
provides the only available instrument.

This fact that the body is the instrument of the
mind both explains the importance and the unimpor-
tance of the body, as confrasted with the mind.
For though it is true that even a2 Paderswski ¢annot
play without a piano, it is equally true that a Pader-
ewski can get out of a mediocre one what the medio-
cre player could not get out of the superlatively best
piano. A man born without legs, obvicusly is pre-
cluded from running races : but there is on record a
great painter who, born without arms, painted with
the help of his feet. There are limits which the mind
obvigusly cannot transcend, but it is nof often rea-
lized, how widely these limits sre set. Modern phy-
siology has familiarized ug with the fact that fune-
tion fashions strucfure and that structure only ne-
gatively affects fuliction, and is full of instances of
the extraordinary power of accommodation and com-

pensaticn, inherent in sall living matter. Again
dietetics and the science of the endocrine glands
have shown us, how plastic the body is, and how
much it is subject to control by the mind. Goitre and
imbecility are discovered to be due to the absence of
minute guantities of iodine in our food ; tallness and
pigmentation due to the still smaller quantities of
“hormones” secreted by the pituitary and adrenal
glands respectively. The old-fashioned division of
human races into long-skulled and round-skulled
loses its point, when it is observed that immigrants
into the United States within one generation develop
skull typical of the Red Indian. Anthropology of
course has fora long time agreed that humanity
forms physically a single species and that a *pure
race” is a matter of imagination, not of fact. On
the other hand apparently fundamental differences—
such as in the shape and size of blood corpusoles, dif-
ferences so marked, as to make transfusion of blood
impossible—occur in individuals belonging to what
seems to be a single race.

Hardly a day passes nowadays without medical
science removing what at one time was thought an
irremovable, because inherited, handicap of the indi-
vidual. Now that tuberculosis and alcchulism have
heen definifely removed from the category of conge-
nital defects, there remains practically only syphilis
in it—transmissible from mother to child through
their blood which during the ante-natal period
forms a single system of sirculation, Not of course,
as if body did not inherit from body : life itself and
sense is 50 handed on from parent to progeny and
many of the more individual characteristics of &
body likewise. The point though to remember is
that even as regards the body, inheritance plays a
very much smaller part than seemed likely, before

closer study of the child’s mind and body revealed
the surprising extent to which that inherited body
can be consciously moulded, especially during thoss
most important periods of the child’s life—its firgt
months and years. Heredity then, which at one time
wasg called in to explain everything, isnow seen to
be a factor of distinctly secondary importance, even
as regards the body ; and experiments such as Hud-
son's with newly hatched wild duckiings ( which
showed no fear of man when first picked up by him,
but which were terror-stricken five minutes later,
during which interval he had allowed the agitated
mother to be with the little ones} prove that ever
much of the impulses and instincts of the sensory
life are not inherited but aequired. Now if such is
the case in regard o the physical and nop-rational
parts of man; and sinceitisa priori impossible, as
we have already seen, for reason to arise out of non-
reason : in what respect then is man subject to here-
dity at all ?

To answer this, let us bear in mind, that though
the Ego is created like a fabula rasa, like an unde-
veloped sensitive photographic film: it isborn into
an environment, over which it has at first no control
whatsoover and even to the end of his daysonlya
very limited control indeed. The shutter being
opened, picture upon picture.is impressed upon the
slowly revolving spocl of films, without the owner
of the spool being for a long time {a year?) able even
to operate its own sbutter Kven alterwards the
human mind for many long years more is only able to
react automatically upon all the stimuli that come
crowding in upon it out of the environment in
which it finds itself : and it is not until man reaches
puberty that the first movement of conscious eriticism
can be observed in adolescent man. And if this
critical faculty of *thinking for oneself,” instead of
merely thinking the thoughts current in one’s envi-
ronment, is acquired late, it is moreover one, the
exercise of which is naturally not fostered by the
individual's environment, and it therefors in ouly
too many cases remains for ever rudimentary. The
torm “Heredity” therefore in this sense can only be
used loosely : an trierited {radition or menta-
lity meaning the tradition and mentality of
the environment into which an individual is born.
And incidentally I may perhaps hers allude to the
current fallacy that an old tradition is more certain-
ly inherited than a young one: as if the English
democratie tradition was bound o mould all English
minds, because it has existed since the times of
Magna Charta, whilst the Indian mind could not na-
turelly be expected to think democratically, since
thai tradition was of recent growth. To which
one must reply that to & man 30 years of age the tra-
dition that alone directly mattersis the tradition,
not of 300 years nor of 3000 years ago, but of the 30
years of his life : not one year more mnor less. But
certain pseudo-seientific people are still taking it for:
granted that mental conovepts can bs handed on—
neatly tied to the chromosome of a germ cell, presum-
ably -—conveniently forgetting, how variable tradi-
tion is and how suddenly it usually is varied: as
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“witnesa the Indian mentality of this and of a previ-
-ous generation ; of pre-war and post-war Germany;
~of the cld Oitoman Empire and the present Turkish
Republic. There is a regular school of unscientifio
writers using scientific,teyms, bamboozling the lay
mind’ with pretentiofis talk of ‘psychoplasm’ and
such like, as if the metaphors coined by them were
biologically observed facts and not the mere words
invented by them to convey a theory of Racialism,
evidence for 'which natural science never yet has
disoovered and, in the very nature of the case, never
-oan discover,
7. IV.

Though I have now come to the end of my dis-
-quisition, I have certainly not exhausted the subjoct ;
on the contrary, you may perhaps think that I have
meade singularly few direct references to race. But
my objeot this morning was not and could pot be, to
bury you under an avalanche of scientific details
On the contrary, my aim has rather been to indi-
oate the lines, on which. alone a ooherent, rational
interpretation of these details is possible.

Rapidly showing that and why mind must be in-
corporesal ; and if inocorporeal, why subsistent by it-
solf ; and if 8o subsisting, why created by God and
when : we saw that the human mind ‘becomes a body
whiok it influences, but cannoct make ; but makes it-
self, as it goes along, at first automatieally, eventual-
iy, deltherately.

Wae saw too, that not- oniy is there no evidence
gonflicting with these conelusions, but that these
«eonclusions alone provide a satisfaotory explanation
of all the facts availabls : the interrelation of indivi-
dual and sosiety, of body and soul,’of man and God,
Finally, and as it were incidentsily, we have dis
covered that the term ‘brotherhood’ as applied to man-
kind is true in two ways: as regards the body in s
genersal senss, because we are all interrelated form-
ing one species and sharing in the same ancestry ; ag
regards the mind, in the most literal sense, becausa,

God has created it in the oage of every one of us,

direcily, immediately, at the time of our oonception,
and since therefore we have a common Father, we
&re in the striotest term of the word, brothers, I do

not think that I can sufficiently stress the impor- )

tance of this' conolusion and my conviotion, that
unless “ Brotherhood ™ oan base itself on such up.
ambiguous basis, mere poetical flights of fanoy will
ultimately avail nothing—mnotwithstanding -the faoi.
lity with which man ie apt to divide his mind inte
a number of sepamte, thought-proof bulkheads—
against the only logical sonseguence of either
Materialism or Idealism, vig. that men, s0 far from
being brothers, are in truth essontially unequal angd
Jherefore deserve to be unequally treated.
Only the equality of relation to God of all
~human minds provides a rational basijs for demooracy
in politios ; only the mind's subsistence per sg (i e.
. the immortality of the soul) oan justify us in econo-
mios to rate the welfare of such immortal souls
higher than the perishable produots of industyy and
dommerce ; only the originally pure potentiality of
the human mind and its inherent power to transcend

inherited body and environment are able to gue~
rantee to all raoes, to all castes, to all civilizations
the right of equal opportunities. It is good, to feel
right in these. matters : it is infinitely better to think
right.

And if to think, then {0 act. Let it not be said,
that I have led you about thefheights of pure thought
and that however meritorious such exercise may be,
it is singularly removed from the ordinary walks of
lifo where each of ns finds himself. If you really
think aright on such guestions, you will have in the
end to make an effort to aot aright too; not on the
heights only, but here and now.

As a oonorete instance of such right action let
me in conclusion, if I may, put before you & proposal
which has been a favourite of mine for long—name-
ly, that Indians—and why not you ?—take the lead
in calling togother & Second “Universal Races Con
gress , of which the first was held in Londonin 1911:
with the avowed purpose as an oufcome of if of
forming an internationsal assooiation for the aboliticn
of all racial bars throughout the world. It is high
time I belicve, that racialism was fought, not by each
wronged Tace separately, but by all pecple of what-
ever race who are persuaded that racial bars are not
only an unnatural and therefore uniust holding back
of this race or that, but an injury inflicted upon hu-
manity as & whols, all of whose members must suffer
loss, unless every human mind is given the fullest
opportunity of making that contribution to our com-
mon stoock and to the richnessof the world in general,
which its creator, God, your Father and mine, in-
tended for it. And if this proposal is right and worthy
of being turned from pofentiality into aoct, will not
yon of this Bombay Internalicnal Fellowship take the
lead in this matter, proving that you at least arein
earnest about THE IMPLICATIONS OF BROTHERHOOD

MISCELLANEA.

_THE NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION.
COMMUNAL PROBLEMS AND THEIR SOLUTION.

Proniding our the Seventh session of the Libsral Federation
Dr. R. P. Pargnjpye delived a siriking address in whick ke
denli with many maiters of urgent imporlancs. He made o
specialiy valuable contribuiion towards the solution of the
vared guesiion of communal relations. The portion of the
address relating to that subject is exiractsd below:

P.rhaps the most important and diffioult quession ia Indian
politios is that of gommunal relations, All others mey some
time or other raceive sheir solution but this will remain a
atanding prcbisw unless every Indian makes a conavious effors
tosolve it. The stmosphere is so fSasiparons that divisions
ooc.r even when uplon is intended. The religious spirit which
is sapposed to make ‘for pesce and contentrs ntend io lead
people to think of something higher than mere material snd
trivial concerns has itself in India led to the graatest disturh-
ancss, Religious and sommunal feuds mest us 8t every siap-
Eindus and Matomedana, Christians and Bikhs, Parsis and
PBuddhists and Jews all think 'in their own aeparaie circles,
Among thess larger groups there are slso dirisions innamer-
able. Among Eindus are Brahmans and Non-Brahmans and
Depressad Classes; among Non-Brahmans in Bombay there are
warious osates, Everybody naturally thinks of kis own wmall
separate group—ithe amaller the beiter in his opinion—and he
generaily thinks of hiv country last of all. 'When in az impa-
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tieet mood, ons wishes sometimen for a dreadful uphsaval like
the French or Russian revolution when the very name of reli-
glop will bs forbidden an i God abolished once for all. But I
am afraid sven thin would not be efective, for the sbolishers
of God will soon themselves turn into Gods. The only way to
get over these differences is the slow method of gradusl edusca-
tion into o common  pational mpirit. In the beginning even
what we call eduoation does not seem to producs much efect,
for very ofton the leaders of bittar communal movements are
well educated. Bnt one must not yield to this mood of
despair apd do what one oan to solvs this problam.

THE LocEyow Paor.

Nine years ago the first organized attempt was mads in
this very ¢ity to arrive at a solution of the Hindu-Xoslem
question so far as politice was conoerned. After a great deal of
heatsd debate 8 solution was arrived at, which goes by the
nem- of Lucknow Paot. Eaeh side considered thatit had visld”
od & grentdeal, in fast move than it gsined. The Montegu-
Chelmsford report acoepted this pact as 2 ssttled faot and the
arrangemsents under the Government of India Aot were in ao-
cordance with it. In six of the Indian Provinces the Msahome-
dans gob asubsiantially larger proportion of seats in ths Coun-
cils than was justified by their nurcbets while in two provincss
they got & smallerropresentation. In thesa latter province= the
Mephomedan population was in a majority and acoordinrg tothe
Pact they wera reduced to an equality or a minority by =
vory smull margin. These provinces have therefore raised
thn -y that Mehomeians should get a majority. Io the
oth. r srovinoes it is then oontended that the Moalems should
got «nly their shara aacording te populatiear. These con-
tenti ‘n8 apoenr to me Almost aickening, for it iz a very xmall
toatter indeed who has a repressntative mors or lesz. I should
scce;t almoss sny solution yprovided it ia permanent
I wilitoarrive at i state of things when these disting
tions will he forz-tian, at lemst in the poltical and
public field, aed religion will romein .0’y an individual's
privats congern.

TEE IDXaL SOoLoTION

The idea! solution would. of eourse, ks one when there
Bro 1.0 separats eleotorates and tbe best men wot olestsd
to t1 » Councile. The fundamental prineiple of repr sentation
i8 that the el ctive bodies should form a mirror of ike whols
souLnry, sothat tho {eeling of the people ean be ecorrectly
gaured. After such a boiy bas been secursd, the majority
should rule, but in such a way that all reasomable eclaims of
miaorities will be seropalously regarded. The method of pro-
port “nul rep-esentation would maks Councile almost aceura’
tely Tepresontative of the whole population, and if voters
oucads to vote according to their -communal prejudieer, they
will cecure representation. Ruithe method will enabls the
large oentral mass of all communitics which is not bitterly
extr.mist to have its say. At preesnt with separste selecto
rato:, the tendency is for the extremist of each side to get
elec:ndwhile the moderats men have no chance. After getting
so el cted, the members consider that their only duty is to
th:ir special eleotors, and they therefere lock to parrow
gectional interests rathser than to larger National interosts,
This tendency is, perbaps naturally, more evident in the repro-
senintives of minsrities aod special elestoratss. I do hapa
ther~fore that cur leadors will examine the msrits of this
systein and aot discard it as too technical or oomplicated, If
bhas beon tried in countries where zinilar religious apd racial
antaeonisms wers rampant acd basgiven full satisfaction. O
oour;e, the system will not make sllowance for the so-callad
polisionl importsnee ot apeciai cluims. But I would appeal to
all cemmunitios not to insist upon these snywhere as such
elaiin+ are anti-sational and binder vational progress. They

are characteristic of penple who ars always looking bookward
rather than forward. It is possible by & small modiSsation to
give evon larger repressntation tothe smaller sommusities by
a resorvation of seats; but the main thing is to have a wish to
ocomse to & settlement. Thas wish enoo postulatad, the rest of
‘khe problem will appear quite susy of selution,

Of oourse, wo cannot go back upoo the sgresd solution of

the Luckuow Pact without the consant of both the enrenman

ting partios. Dut oo thing wemay always try i, s, nat to
allow thin viruy of communalism to spraad any furthar. Theas
separatist demands are getting more and mars pumercas, I
is olaimed that similar separate representationsheuld be given
in all icosl bidies. If the prinsiple is thus ioilowed 10 i1 logis
cal copolugion, then India wili pevor bac 'me o nation; it will
be a eollection of many npations pot separatel into wsrious
provinces, but everywhera mixed togsther, though always re-
maining separate in their minuienst parvis,

CoMMON ELECT2RATES AND 8rEOLAL CLAIMS.

The samsremarks apply toother claims of a similar oharas«
ter. The Non-Brahmsans in Madras and the Dsoosn form
the vast majority of the population and eves a large masjority
of the ¢tlectorate. If they wish therefors to be repressnted by
their o n men, they can do so on tha pressnt common eleots-
razes. ‘[his has hoen actually s¢en in the last two slections.
The vezervarion of seata haa not generally Fean nasded as they
hkave geacured far more sents than the mirimum reserved to
them. The only case for a separate and favourabls nonsidera-~
tion 15 that of the depressed classes which are so lowly and
undeveloped. that on any practicable fravchise, the pumber of
voters from ameong them ie bound to bo vsry small, aud it
would therefora be diffioult for hea: tolsecure repr-sentation
even in large oonstituenciet. For them i. would give xoms
apecial seats to be voted for by those slected from those class-
oa who are on the general rsgister, though, with a view to
keoping their interests in common with other cemmuniies, L
would also allow them to vote in the general eleetions. This
speoial concession I would give anly for a dafinits pericd until
they come up to tho gemeral lavel, The samec prineiple
may oven beutiiised in t-8 care of Mubammadans or Bikhs if
it is sought to give ithem repressntstion in sxcesz of their
sumerical streog.h. To give an illustraiicn, auppose in a
Proviroe thers ara 10 percent Mubammadasns and 90 por cent
others, an4 that, in a Couacil «f 150, it 14 de:ired 0 givs them
30 ron‘s and alto 19 seats tn the depresscd elasses I should
then tlect 110 members by meane of eommon slertorates on s
=zystem of proporiional representstion; of these 11 would be
pxpected to ko Muehammadans if the Muhammudsn voters so
wisk, Thuss of the eleciors on the gepersl list, wio are
Mubhsmmoadans, will thea b askyd alterwards to eisot 19
members from among themselves, and thove from the deprass-
ed olanaxen 18 from among themaslses. it may of courss hap-
pos that in the common elsction more thas 11 Mubammadans
may be rawurned aed perhaps some depressed class mon aiso.
Bat I wou'd pot object o 1his s the least, Tue main peoint
is that at least some Mubammadan cundidates will try to
fearn the nneds of their Hindu brethren, and the Hindus will
tuvna to look 4o thae interssts of the Mubammadans and the
Jepressed olasses. The kpowlsdze of sach nther that wilr
to obtrined by this process wili terd to foster 8 sommon
iietional 8:irit whieh when fuily devseloped will render toese
;rovisi nal arragemsnts guite upnesnssary.

CoMMUNITIES ARD PUB.LIC BERVICLES.

The prieciple of adeguate repressntation of all olassss of
the people in the public ssrvices is eccepted by everybody, and
the Government zlsobave made rules for this purpose. At
present, bowevar, the various communities look to favouritism
in order {0 get appointments. 1 am entirely against patronage
of this kind being enjoyed by any Govermment aad I wish

! tg gse2 )l recruiiment to public services made when pos:ible

by open competition ard at any rate by an independent
body. In order to see, however, that the backward com-
munities do mot suffer om account of unrestricted com-
petitica I would reserve a certiin mivimum pertentags to
be competed for by the candidates {ro.a those commusities
;rter se. Thismicimum I would grodaally reiuce a9 the com-
munities rigs to a position of equality with the advaaced ¢xm~
m nities. For each olass of appointment, & saitable min‘mum
gualification will of course be considared indispeasable. Te
give 1 nomerioal illustration, suppose io a Province u is
necpasary 10 proteg: the Muhaminadans aad Noa-Brahmana
in the recruitment for a class of posts, Of every tsu pos'sto
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" %e filled by an opan compe-itive examination, four may be £11-
ed up scoording to the list in order of merit irrespective of
semmunity or race; of thoss that ars lower, thres Mubamma-
dans #ill be takoo in order, and threes non-Brabmaznas in the

same way, provided that thess bave obtained & ocertain mini-

mum percentage of msrks which is sonsidered 24 the Indispen-
sable qualification for that olass of posty, This epscial oonpai-
deration will not be required for many years, and the- numbey
of Dosts ta ba filed by absclute competitizn will be gradually
fnoreasad and thd othere graduslly diminished. The pace of
this procsss will niturally be determized by sesing how many
candidates froma the specially favored olasses ars able to hold
their own end get selected in the norestricted oompatition. On
#very cooanion when new recruits ars selscted, the Publio
Services Commission, or any other seleotion author ity in
special cages, should slways publish st of sandidates tcgether
with reasons for sny deviation from tha principle of open or
-rastrieted competition, if reguired, (n any specinl case, 80 that
“the pablio mny be satisfled sbout the fairness of ths eppoint-
mentd. The msin cbjeot Is $0 tasten the day when special
cononasions will be done away with altogsther and sll people
iz the country are advanced to the same pitoh,

In Counciis to @ oartain extent snd iu the Pablie Services
the firet object is to get the best men, and the communal sopsis
deration is comparatively enbordinate, though not negligible
in the present siate of our loountiry. As ons who wishes to
bring all commanities to a common level ard thus do away
with communal distinetions, I am vrepared to grant speoisi
ednoetional facilitian to the fullest extent so backward comma-
nitien. Bpecial encouragemsnt would be given by meains of
scholarships or other special devices ; admission to educational
“Inatitutions in which demand js grantar than the supply must
be made sanier for them by reserving a osrtain nawber of
pisoes for them, if need be,

Cow BLAUGHTER
These thres points, vix, representation in public bodies
and public services and sutranes iato educstiogal institutions,
:manin y concern the sdusated classes of the warions sommunis
tiez and canse bad blood among them, A proper sclution of
them will nolvs mors thao half tus communal problem, Por
the higher classes, if reasonably satiefiad, will use sheir infig-
ence with their baskward brethren and do away with the
other points of friction which oftea srise and causs violsnt
~disturbances. The three points which lead to thess outbreaks
ars oow slaughter, prooessions and mnrie, aad epayversion
propnganda. On the question ofcow elaughter and musls I
practically agres with the resolutions passed at the Usity
Confersnce at Dalhi, The Hiades should not objest 10 ths
slaugliter of cows ifitis doneic a maaner not necdlesaly
~offending their Szsosotibilities 1. ¢., Dot in publio Lr in a place
2s0e86ible 1o the public acd not sccompanied by a pubiio pro-
cutaion of cows doomed to slanghter. To this the Muham-
madens should have no objestion. More the Hindus cannct
demand, sy cowa sre slaughtered evary day for the use of ail
non-Hindu communities. Whether the Mubammadans will
-of thelr' own fres will go further and reducs or abolish caw
“aloughter of thelr own motion must be left to themselyss,
They will only do #c if the general relations bstwesa the com.
-faucities becomse rsrmapentiy friendly and evinoe a wish to
-ablige each oiher acd oot stand merely on logul righia,
Mus1o axp PaOoRsSIONS,

On the question of procesaions and musio befors mosques
T think » definlte permanent settlemens gay wasify ba reached
b it |3 more & quUestion of dslibsrately offending the other
parly rather than of religion, It js not a presoription of
Hipdu religion that music mist be piaysd sll through tha
prodeussions naither, Lsupposs, ioit ordained by the Quran that
& Mubammadaz should object s0 it during prayers. Generally
I would discourage religious processiosa through the streess
of » tuwn aa they insvitably lead 1o troubls, In any ocase at
stated honzre of tbe day and for definite fotervsis loud musie
should ba stopped within & hundred yards of » moagus when
ihe faithful are buving their prayors. Theas timea and intar-

wals should be onve for all recarded and oo new right of this

| Tature should be allowed tobe orested. Within a humdred

yards soft music only should be allowsd. Whether the Hinddy'
should go further to plesse the Muhammadsna would agnin
depend on their mutual friendliness, and ldw cannd: ga any
forther. I wonld only say thsi in every place there should be
s Standing Committes consleting of squal nnmbers of lesding
Hindns and Muslirs presided over by -an infiuential nentral
resident of the place to deaide these qusstions of & semi-rali-
gioos kind. The members of thess Committess may be slecied
by the psople themasives end the tepresentatives of the plsce
on the Councils should be ex-officio members,
CONVERSIONS AND THE LAW,

As regarde conversion propeganda I think that no commu-
nity shonld objeot to any of its members ohanging bis faith and
.joioing any otber religion. If thare are religious injunciions
to the contrary, thay should go, 8s have several other sach in-
javotions, a8 not consistant with the aririt of modera civilisa~
tion, Bui I should have some new legisiation to sse that this
eonversion i# deliberate ard not frandulent or foroad. I bave
always held that there shouid be a somplets record of al} hap-
penings in the sivil condition -of every subject of ths State
which touch she State or become sfterwards mubjecés of dis-
pute. Births and deaths ars at present registered move cr loas
theroughly; I would add to it immediately ths sompulsory re-
gistration of marriages, adoptiond and vounversions; for all
these affeot the o,vil atatus of a person and are not merely in
the nature of privats contracts. I ahall leave marriage and
adoption registratios for the present; but I think that a law
regquiriog the compulsory registration of every conversion from
ones major religion to anothar will bring the light of publicity
to baar upon it and tend to reduce the denger attendant npon
it. Inthat law the followingloonditions should be ipserted :
{1) AJ! sonversions shounld be registersd in & definite manner,
{Z} No gonversion of a miner should be allowed unless both
his parenis if liviog, or the father if the obnly parent
living or the mother together with the legal guardian of
the minor, consent to the vonversion of the minoe in writing.
{3} If the minor is an orphan =nc oonvemicns should
be sllowed wuntil he attein® majority. {4) The registration
shonld tske place bafore a Magisizats in the presencs of two
reapactabls witnessas from each gommanity, and the Magis-
trate should openly guestion him in their preasnos whether the
conversicn is voluntary and bona fide befors registering it, no
digcussion of the matter by ths witnesses bsing bowever
allowed, [5)If any conversion is found to have taken
piace slandestinely without registration, it should be made
B cognizabls offence and punisbable b» & fine in ordi-
mary ocages asd by impriscament in case of forcible
or fraudulent couversions, sthe persana who broughi it
about eagd the priests or other rpersona who officisted
on ths oooasion being held responsible. (5} If sither the
husband or wifs gets converted, the wife ov the hushand
should have the option of getting the marrisge cancellsd, iha
wife getting back all the property she had before marriage,
and in she case of a Hindun wifs, she should get s mitable
maintsnanoe from her converted husband through the Gow=
eroment acoording to the position and status of the family in
scniety. {6 No publio procession or domonstration should be
allowed in ocelebration of say ccarversion. I.have given my
jdean om this subject in some detsil, s I feel that with rising
commupal pariotiam, she Hght of publicity »ad stricc legal
procedure will gerve to reduoe ths dangers necesssrily atten~
dast upon such comversion. I heartily rescmmend the sug=
geations made above to our legislators, So thas a private Bilf
may be drafted and submitted for conaideration by the publio
and the Legistature.
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DEAFNESS CAN BE CURED.

VA A AR
Deafness, Noises in the Head and

Nasal Catarrh.

THE NEW CONTINENTAL REMEDY CALLED
“ LARMALENE ™  FZeqd.)

Is a simple harmless home-treatmont which absslutely
osures deafness, noiges in the head, erc. NO EXPENSIVE
APPLIANCES NEEDED for this new Ointment. instantly
opeartes upon the s Fected parts with complets and permanent
sucoess. BCORES OF WORDERFUL CURES REPORTED,

Reliable Testimony.

Mrs. K. Wilkinson, of Siad Road, Stircud, writeg:—
“Pleage could I trouble you to send me anothsr box of the
Ointment., It is vot for mysell tut for a friend of mine who
iz as bad as I was, and cannot gst mny rest for the noises in
the head. I feel a new woman, and can go to hed now and
get & good nhight's rest, which I had not been able to do for
many months. It is 8 wonderful remedy and am most delight-
ed to recommend it."”

Mrs. BE. Crowe, of Whitehorse Road, Croydon, writes:—
“ I aro plaused to tall you that the small tin of cintment you
sent to me at Ventuor, has proved & complete success, my
hearing is now quite normal, and the horrible head nojses
have ceased. The action of this new remedy must be very
remarkable, for I have been troubled with these complaints
for nearly ten years, and have had some of the very hest
medioal advice together with other oxpensive ear instruments
all to o purpose. I need hardly say how very grateful I am,
for my lite has undergone an entire change, ™

Try one box to-dsy, which cam be forwarded t¢ any
address on repeipt of money order fcr Rs. 4 T-ERE I3
NOTHING BETTER AT ANY PRICE,

Address orders to:—
HENRY THOMAS ( “ Larmaslene * Co. ),
The * Woodlands, **
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