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THE British Elections have gong
The British Bis much as we expected when we first
wrole on the dissolution of Parlia-

ment three weeks ago. The possibility, which super
vened owing ta the trapsparent manoeuvres of the old
Conlition gang and which might easily have result-
ed in a sweeping victory for Labour, was skilfully
sountered by an eleventh hour “Bolshevik” stunt. Ag
8 result what was originally predicted has happened :
Liberalism has coased to exist as a’ practical factor;
Labour has gained at its expense and so ‘have the
Conservatives, only more s0. If is necessary, in view
of Reuter's oonspiracy of silenoce on that point, to
stregs that Labour has gained: from less than
four and a balf million votes last year to mowe than
five and a half millions thiz year. That these 4}
million votes in 1923 were represented by 191 seats in
the old House and the 5 millions in 1924 by 151 in
the new is as much due to the hazards of ths *voting
system as that the Conservatives, having polled 47%
in the country, should be rewarded with 67% of the
voting power in the Commons. 8till,the fact remains,
that the British are still frightened of Isunohing out
into the deepof & new World policy and are still
clinging, panio-strioken, to the seifish shallows of an
old Empire policy. For the former, it wasimperative
to get Russia inter the comity of nations: and to
sneer at the Russian loan as s0 much Danegeld is
particularly amusing when cgming from people -pled-

god to pay sll the Dominions Danegeld, in order to

retain their “loyalty™,

N Uﬂfortnrtlgtelydtha fall of Mr. MaoDonald will
ave more than domsestro-and impe-rial repercus-
sions. The first felt will b?t?mt olt?e;he Amp:riean
presidential  election which is prooeeding, as we
g writing. Mr. La Follette’s chances oannot but
nave besn much damaged by the example of what
will be "featured" as the return of England to Con-
servative sanity. The -German Nationalists, who

were in a fair way of being obliterated- at the forth-
coming elections in December, triumphantiy shout
that the world after all is not being ruled by ideal-
istic nonsense aie Macdonald and now eounton
getting back into the Reichsiag in full strength, to
give German Nationalist tit for British Nationalist
tat. Asfor M.-Heorrioly poor man, he will be left
without a partper anywhere abread and an early
return to & Government of the Right in France is,
one iz afraid, now a foregone eonclusion. Even M.
Mussolini, against whom the Italian Liberal worm
was just about to turn, can smile sardonically and
tell his compatriots : Cosi fan tw/ti. Such is the
outlook consequent uponthe firm of Baldwin, Birken-
head, Churchill & Co, being given the new manage-
ment aad a blank cheque wherewith to manage at their
sweet will. Perhaps after aven less than five years-
of that sort of thing, when domestically, imperially
and internationaily the scene will have become once
more that of a beargarden and when “Anti-Socialism™
will have had ample time to bring home to even the
densest of British voters its inherent ineptitude and
wiciousness : then, perhaps, the fime will be ripe for
the conscience of an awakened nation to eall back
“old Mac”—not to office, but to power,
- *

* * *

THE Tribune of the 2nd instant says:
No Retrocemsian of “We have good reasons to believe
that the question of relrocession of
Berar to the Nizam was considered, along with the
report of Mr. T. P. Thompson, Political Secrefary, on
the subject; at & recent meeting of the Executive
Council of the Governor-General, and that the deci-
sion arrived at by the Governor-General "in Council
was against the Nizam’sclaims”. Havingregard tothe-
overwhelming opposition of the people of Berar to
#he retrocession, this decision of the Government of
India was only to bs expected. Nevertheless, the
news is gratifying, sinee it shows that where its own
interests are not adversely affeoted, the Government
of India recognise what we have s0 often urped in
these columnus, that the wishes of the people eoncern-
ed in any proposed transfer of territory should defer-
mine finally whether such iransfer should take place
or not.  Presumably for publishing the above news,
the T%ibune has been proseribed from Hyderabad
State, like so many other Indian papers that have
either oriticised the Nizam's administration or
opposad his claim to Barar,
3 ) L)
CoMMUNALISM is nowhere so ram-
Sir Malcolw HeleTpant as in the Punjab. You meet
. there the Mussalman, the Hindu,
the Bikh, but not the Indian. It is there that the
demand is made for ‘gommunsal representation’ in
Government service, educational institutions, and
every conceivable ephere. In those ecircumstances
one is glad to Pnow, from Sir Maloolm Hailey's reply
to & Musealmen deputation of agriculturists, that he
does not mean to. encourage . any extension of this
eommynalism during his tenure of office. He told

3
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the deputation that the Government were not in a
position, nor had the desire, to modify communal
representation in the legislative bodies. “ But,” he
added, " equally I do not think that any of us bave a
desire to see it extended to any sphere in which its
neeessity cannot be unequivoeally demonstrated and
we claim its advocates would be best serving the
cause of their community by making every construc-
tive effort so to imporve their educational and social
position as to make its extension and indeed its ve-
tention unnecessary.” This is very sound advice,
and we hope Sir Maleolm's poliey in everyday
administration and his attitude to the Ministers will
be guite in keeping with it.

THE Vieceroy's vete of Mr. Gandht’s
proposed visit to Kohat cannot but
be regarded as unfortunate. He was

to zo ona mission of reconciliation, with a sirong
contingent of influential Muhammadan friends, and
nothing but good could have resulied from the visit,
The Viceroy things that such a mission now by
Mr. Gandhi is premature and that it would only
spoil the work of pacification in which the loeal
officials are engaged. He fears that My Gandhi's
visit will draw Iindu ecrowds to see him, that this
will lead to Muhammadans gathering in force, with
reinforcements from trans-border tribes, and that an
putburst of communal frenzy might result which
would be beyond the control of Mr. Gandhi or the
authorities. All this is in our opinion plain miscal-
culation. In the first place, there are not enough
Hindus in Kohat or the surrounding counfry to form
a crowd. The difficulty about whieh the Ilocal
authorities have been publicly complaining is that
the Hindus are unwilling to go back to Kohat. No
Hindus, however ignorant, will flock to Mr. Gandhi
hoping to fight the Mussalmans under his banner
The mers announcement of his visit to Kohat would
not have led anybody, otherwise intent upon boycott-
ing that place, to go there. Moreover, it was not
Mr. Gandhi’s intention to induce any Hirndu to go
there unless the Muhammadan residents, who are in
a very large majority of the population, were prepar-
ed to welcome them with open arms. Mr. Gandhi’s
visit, if permitted, would undoubtedly have facilitat-
ed the reconciliation which the authorities are trying
hard to bring about, but without much sucecess.
There is no doubt about the Viceroy having
appreciated Mr. Gandhi’s motive, but he is utterly.
wrong in his caleulation of what is likely to
result from the latter’s visit. We are not, however,
sure that the local authorities—whose advice the
Viceroy undoubtedly sought and has accepted—were
not swayed, in part at least, by considerations of
prestige. The Viceroy publicly expressed his
sympathy with Mr. Gandhi's recent effort at Hindu-
Mosiem unity. After that, one would have expected
him to give special facilities to Mr. Gandhi to visit
Kohat which was the immediate occasion of his
historic fast. Here was an occasion for co-operation,
but it has been sadly missaed.
* * *

BISHOP WESTON of Zanzibar has in
Thm‘:‘;:&‘;’n{;{m‘ the October nun_iber of the ‘Em.pire
Review revealed in a characoteristical-

1y outspoken fashion the real inwardness of the pro-
posed federation of the East African Colonies. It
involves, according 0 him, nothing less than the
stealing of Zanzibar and the annexation of Tanga-
nyika on the part of Great Britain. This act of rob-
bery is recommended in the interest of Kenya
Europeans alone, who stand in need of two things:
money for railways in the Highlands and labour—

Mr. Qandkl and
Kohat,

virtually forced labour—to exploit these white areas.
Zanzibar can supply the former and Tanganyika
the latter. International obligations incurred by
England apparently do not defer British statesmen
overmuch. Great Britain is pledged to secure to the
Sultan of Zanzibar his throne and the due sucecession
of his royal line. " These treaties bind us.  Yet we
have already broken them. We have robbed the
Sultan of his mainland dominion; and last year it
began to leak out that he was to be deposed in order
that his country might be federated with Kenya and
other colonies. Later, we heard that the British had
refused to guarantee the succession, but that the
deposition was no longer imminent.” " As Zanzi-
bar can be taken from its Sultan, so Tanganyika can
be got out of the bands of the League of Nations.
‘Who is to stop Great Britan? There is no power in
a position to stepin and preventthe annexation of
the two countries.” It is not a question of a formal
change of sovereignty. It means a heavy deteriora-
tion in the position of the Africans; for in Zanzibar
and Tanganyika, though not inuch is being done for
the native, the rulers are at least “alive to his existence
as a person on whose health and prosperity every-
thing depends. In Kenya on the other hand, the
African is valued chiefly as far as he can take the
place of the Asiatic elerk and tradesman, and can fiil
up the plantations of the white men. Kenya, asa
whole, does not wish to see African farmers. The
keenest settlers look forward to seeing thousands more
white men in the Colony and falk of the enforced
labour as a guite natural policy. ™

¥ % *

IT is well that these evils resulting
from the Kenyaisation of Eastern
Africa, which have been pointed oub
by others before, have been enforced by the Bishop of
Zanzibar with all his great suthority. But his real
service in this article consists in the warning he has
given against the too speedy development of white
Highlands that is now proceeding with the help of
the black labourers, who have to be forced by a vici-
ous system of taxation from their reserves into the
European plantations. “I wish tosuggest,” he says,
“that the present policy of speeding up the develop™
ment of East Africa is not, from the Imperial point
of view, at all a wise one. It can only be carried
out by drawing the natives of Africa away from their
homes and tribes, with the consequent spread of vene-
rea] disease and the lowering of the birth-rate. This
has already gone too far. A wise rule would - huc
out settlers from any district that co.ld nat show a
sufficient supply of lecal lgbour” At atime when
an attempt will surely be made under the Copserva-
tive tdgime to reverse the Labour policy ang to
restrict the immigration of Indians, it is best that
we have one in the position of the Bishop of Zanzibar
to advocate, on grounds entirely unconnected with
Indian claims, the practical exclusion of all Eurg-
pean immigrants from the Highlands, ‘for there is
surely no local labour supply available in the High-~
lands for future entrsnts when even the existing
settlers have to search high and low for labourers to
atisfy their present needs. Though this ‘is the iegzpai
consequence of the  Africa for the Africans” policy
adopted by Government, no one had the courage so
far to put it in words, and he who made the Collonia
Office withdraw the hated Ainsworth circular will
suraly ba able by his forceful advocacy to range tha
whole Christian world on the side of the wretched
natives.—As we go té press, we have the sad news
of the sudden death of Bishop Weston, and we can
only say that this his last will and testament is in
svery respect worthy of the incessant campalgn that
he waged on behalf of rig}%eousness;

*

“Pronisif Earepean
immigration.”
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REPRESSION IN BENGAL.
By V. 8. SRINIVASA SASTRL

TUNLIEE many of his supporters and friends, Mr. C.
R. Das has not attempted éither o deny or to extenu-
ate the anarchical and dangerons movement in his
provines, His speech to the Calcutta Corporation
includes a straightforward snd emphatic repetition
of his former statements on the subject. He makes,
howaever, the complaint® natural and proper in the
oircumstances, that while the (overnment have
taken his warning as to the danger, they have not
applied his romedy. The only two signs of Govern-
ment having thought of the remedy are their decla-
ration of faithful adhérence to the policy of the Gov-
ment of Indis Act of 1919 and their appointment
ﬁhe Eoforms Enquiry Commitiee, Ths former is
heavily discounted by the stationary, if not reaction-
ary, course pursued by Government during the last
three yesars ; and one is constrained to withhold full
credif from the assurance corisined in the Viceroy's
statement :—"I and my Government will therefore
procead, as we aredoing, slong the line of politi-
oal development laid down in the declarad policy sf
Parliament, reaffirmed by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment.” The Reforms Enquiry Commities, whether
by design or otherwise, has protracted its opsrations
beyond the limits of public expeotation; emd its
report will "be issued when the Tory ‘gnvernment
is well settled in "office. Mr Das's complaint
therefore is quite well-founded. Government have
not paid due heed t@ the wise maxim of statesmen-
ship, that sedition can only be cured by removing the
matterof it. The old pedagogy believed in govern-
ment through fear. It would be just to claim that
Indian educatiopal practice has discarded thismethod
in-favour of government by love. Our administra-
tors, however, lag much behind ocur sshoolmasters.
They have small faith in governing the peopls by re-
specting their wishes and enlisting their sympathies.
By insisting ‘on their responsibility to the Imperial
Parliament, which for all practical purposes is sypo-
nymous with irresponsibility, and maintaining their
old attituda of ostentatious isclatien from all Indian
opinion, which is inocompatibie with representative
institutions, though they be as ‘orude as those
in India, they have produsced the convinotion im
ardent politioal circles that the advance of India,
though guaranteed by Parliament, can be won from
the bureauorsoy only by the familiar method of vio-
lence and revolution. My own faith was once much
stronger than it is now, that the spirit of peace and
goodwill towards nations has established itself firmly
amongst all political parties in Great Britain, and
that whatever government is in power at West-
minster, India’s onward march would be not only
assured, but in increasing barmony with the duly
expressed wishes of her natural leaders. I cannoct
bring myself to condemn the pessimism which pre-
pails among our political workers, however much
1 might deplore certain of its manifestations,
The Viceroy and the Governor of Bengal are
doubtless actuated by humane oonsiderations and fesl

. Weﬂ. .”

that sinistor events compel them to adopt measures
which are repugnant to their polifical training as
well ag to their nature. The Anglo-Indian press,
with its usual adroitness, fully exploits Lord
Reading's undoubted Liberalism and his late office.
It may be readily . allowed that the aim of the
pew Ordipance is to strike at the sgents and
instruments of revolution in Bengal. We howaver
must ask, what will be its effect? Can the Viceroy
guarantee that the extraordinary powers which
he bestows on his subordinates will be used by
them only for that purpose? Can he guarantee
this much smaller thing, that if thes. powers are
misapplied and innocsnt citizens ars hindered in
their work or otherwise molested, he would bring the
erring officials ta book? .Alas, the Punjab episode
and the more recent episode of 1921-22 have demon-
strated the limitations of even the highest poten-
tates when they desire to do good to their subjects
To go a little further bsck, Sir Surendranath
Banerisa and Babu Bhupendranath Basu, in
pleading during the last term of the old Imperial
Legislative Council for the extension of roval
amnesty to the long-suffering victims of the régime
of lettrea de cachet and deportations under Regula-
tion IIT of 1818, drew a picture of desolated homes,
rained families and broken patriots, which still dwells
in the memory of those that heard. 'When one of the
speakers at the recent protest mesting in Calcutta
oried out in his anguish that it was better to endure
tha evil wrought by & revolutionary gang or two
than to bear the frightfulness, the general crushing
of all manly spirit and the widespread and undis-
oriminating tyranny of the instruments of represssion,
he was indulging in no rhetorical exaggeration, but
in a real comparison of fwo greaf, evils, which would
be'generally admitted to be just. After the riot in
Cooanada of a few years ago, I was asking a high
official whether the Government of Madras felt justi-
fied in letting loose on the town a horde of their
most notorious spies and policemen. He replied in
the same sense as General Dyer did later, but more
politely—the people had to be taught a lesson. It is
not an altogether apooryphal story that a' Secretary
to Government, in passing the accountsof an attor-
ney engaged in a difficult case, remarked: “This is a
monster of crookedness, but he has served the State
A man of the world is always prepared fo
make sllowances for the necessities of a Govern-
ment which has to combat skiiful and organised
orime ; but he cannot stand up for a Government
which passively tolerates the oppression of its sub-
jeots by those who are paid to protect them. In the
land of bushido, a bravo first became a ronin before
he ran amuck. Modemn officialdom, on the contrary,
soreens its vices and weaknesses in the dark corners
of the temple of Departmental Prestige. It iz only
when honoiirs and medals and increased emolu-
ments are avallable that the distribution begins at
the top, and mostly ends there. When refrench-
mients and punishments are in question, it is always
the bottom which bas the monopoly. The ex-Chief
Justice of England, who promised fo mete out
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justice all round if he did mnothing else, must
have by now discovered that the hardest thing
in Indiais to secure justice to the aggrieved
subject against the official wrongdoer. Lord Ripon
used to marvel at the extent to which the
Indian people carried their faculty of acquiescence
in established fact. Without euphemism, we are
as patient and forbearant as any of God’s creatures.
‘Why, have we not nearly forgiven, though we can
nevar forget, not only the horrors of the martial law
régime, but the unwillingness to hold a public in-
quiry, the attempts to conceal, the simulated sur-
prise and indignation at disclosures, the white-
washings and unabashed excuses, the gentle censure
and the seeming punishment, which were the pitiful
sequel®e of Amritsar ? As a measure of the regard
paid by our Government to the good name and repu-
tation of the private citizen, one may cite the fact
that it has not vet offered any reparation or apology,
50 far as the public are aware, to the respectable gen-
tlemen of the Puniab, who were harassed, humiliated
and persecuted in the terrorist régime, without any
reasonable cause. To ask the people of this country
to trust either in the self-restraint of the executive
officials in times of panic or in the capacity of mem-
bers of the Government fo keep them in order, isto
treat them as angels or—idiots. That the drastic po-
weors of the Qrdinance will be used fo stifle legitimate
agitation and find the administration a short-cut
through its difficulties is only too probable. T do not
deny that the anarchioal movement will be rendered
impotent for the moment. That is a necessary
duty of Government and it will be efficiently per-
formed. The test, however, to apply to British ad-
ministration is whether it can rectore order and
tranguillity without crushing freedom and fearless
exercise of citizenship. This test has repeatedly
found our Government wanting. Arrests without
warrant, summary trials, searches of houses and
offices are occasionally necessary even in advanced
countries. But indefinite detention and impri.
sonment at the pleasure of the executive and with-
out judicial trial are barbarous expedients which,
we flattered ourselves, we were about to eliminate
from the life of India. The average Englishman in
this counfry considers the Indian politician an ill-
conditioned malconient. When I was returning home
from the strenuous session in which the Rowlatt Aot
was enacted, I fell in with a judge of one of our High
Courts, who held forth on our wrong-headedness in
not recognising the necessity which the most en-
lightened administration might on occasions be put
to of restricting the liberties of some of its subjects
without warrant and for & number of days at a time.
I enquired whaether the executive in Britain, France
or America would claim the right on such vecasions
of seizing people, holding them for indefipite periods
in duress and refusing ever to bring them to justice.
Heo doubted that could be the effect of any part
of the hated legislation of the session. When I
assured him it was, he just starod at me for a ‘second,
drew out his watch and remembered a pressing

angagement,

In his exordium to the Ordinance the Viceroy
says :— ‘The Ordinance is directed solely to these
ends and will in no way touch or affect the interests
or liberties of any citizens whether engaged in
private or public affairs so long as they do not
connect themselve< with violent criminal methods.”
This claim is based on the fact that sections
124 A and 153 A of the Indian Penal Code, which,
against our protests at the time, were included with.
in the Rowlatt Bill, are exfluded from the scope of
the present measure. This is doubtless an improve-
ment. But in certain other respects, it deviates
for the worse from its prototype. A restrictive order
passed under the Rowlati Act had operstion in the
first instance for one year and could be renewed for
another year. But there is no such limit of time o
orders passed under the Ordinance. The investigating
authority under the earlisr measure was to consist
of thres persons, one of whom should be a non-
official. The Ordinance refers all cases of prevan-
tiva action fo two officials of the rank of District
and Sessions Judge The right of the aggrieved
subject to be heard in person by the investigating
authority and the duty of this authority to submit its
report in & certain form were also set forth in more
explicit terms in the Rowlatt Act. Perhaps these
changes would be effected when the Bengal Legis-
lative Council is engaged on the measure or when
the Governor of Bengal enacts it on his own
resporsibility.,  But even with these changes, the
public of India will not be reconciled to its
baing placed on the statute-book femporarily or
permanently ; and many loyal subjects of His
Majesty will find themselves unable, with the best
will in the world, to give the Viceroy and his Gov-
ernment that support and co-operation which ris
Excellency expects from “‘all those who have truly
at heart the peace, the prosperity and the political
future of India.” My mind naturally locks back on
the confliet of 1919. Mr. (now Sir} Surendrapath
Banerjea, Mr. {now Sir) Mahomed Shafi and I signed
the dissenting minute at the select committee stage;
snd Mr. {now Sir) B. N. Sarma struck many a shrewad
blow during the fight in- Counoil. The Bengal
warrior we have no right to disturb in his retire-
ment. The responsibility of office has imposed
silence on the two others. What & difference it makes
whether one is Executive Councillor or non-official
member. And vet in truth, why should there be this
difference ? Sir Mahomed Shafi gives proof of
his Panjabi mettle by holding on to his office, as he
gives proof of his far-seaing statesmanship by his
questionings on the Enquiry Committee. Sir Nara-
simha Sarma, after his gallant fight in 1919, found
his tenuous responsibility as s non-official an intol-
ersble burden and was in haste to discard it, though
only for twently-four hours. He is perhaps wait-
ing for an opportunity in the few months of office
that still remain to him of rendering the country
some mighty service which will make up for the-
misdeeds of the present administration, albeit some
of these be the individual acts of the Viceroy.

The Swamjya party assert that the main forc>
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of the repression is intended to fall on them, as they
have proved their power to wrock the present con-
stitution, and the Bengal Government is snxicus to
avort the catastrophe. I sympathise with the Gov-
ernment’s snxiaty, but cannot approve of its method.
Nor am I willing yet to believe that the object
of Lord Lytton is to put a fow M.I.C’Y out
of action and thus secure a majority before he
onuses fresh proposals to be made to the legislature,
Tho ~-avily of the orisis in Bengal is presumsbly
sufficient by itself to justify extraordinary soction
on the part of the executive. My quarrel is with
the character of the proposed ixiraordinary action,
which follows clos#ly the lines of £1e Rowlatt Act,
described by me on a formeroccession as the unblest
mother of a monstrous brood of evil, Once the
weapon is there in the armoury of the executive, it is
apt to be used as san administrative convenience and
against the express intention of the framers, asthe
Press -Act was used, as the Defence of India Act
was used, as section 144 of the Criminal Procedure
Code was used. The tempiation is unfortunately
irresistible to a government which is not responsible
for law and order to any local legislature and can
always mislead the Imperial ParMament, whose
authority slone it ackowledges. In the outory that
followed' the internment of Dr. Besanffwend her
followere under the Defence of India Act, the
Liberal politicians of the time joined. I wasamong
them. The Liberal party as such had not yet
come into existence. I did not think it necessary
then to join the home rule organization {0 prove my
sympathy or enhance the value of my protest against
the arbitrary action of the Madres Government,
And Ido not think it necessary now to join the
Swarajys party. Rather do I feel that my opposi-
tion to the Ordinance, its polioy, and its provisions
will atiract the greater nofice for my not pasticipat.
ing in the destructive faotios of the Swarajists or
sharing their partiality, platonic though it bs at
present, for oivil discbedience or non-payment]of
taxes.

SOME SUGGESTIONS REGARDING
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS.
H‘ .

4 With regard to the Budget, I feel that

(1} There should be one Budget for the whole
QGovarnment as now, and no separate purse;

{2) That the Budget should be passed by the
vwotes of all the Members of the Cabinet in session.
Even if dyarchy oontinues, the distribution of

funds between the different heads should be decided

on at joint meetings ;

{2) That a sufficient amount of money should
be provided by statutory grants, so that the essen-
tinl funotions of the administration may not be
put out of work by an adverse vote of the Council.

{4) Power should be given to the Governor
QGeneral in Couneil, in cases of emergenoy, to pass
ordinances by whioch the Government may be en-
&bled to spend money for essential administrative

L 4

functions, when the Council have disallowed the
grant, for a period not exceeding six months.

3. The Electoral Franchise needs revision
The present franchise gives an undue prominence
to the landlord interest. It gives double votes to
members of special electorates like that of land-
lords, and it keeps out too. many people who
shouid be given the vote. A .

{a} I should give a vote fo every adult who
ogn sign his name, and is not under any disqua-
lification, and the vote should be given to males
and females alike. In any case, there is need to
enlarge the franchise very considerably.

{3 In no easse should the same man be al-
lowed to vote twice. No special constitusncies
should be permifted where the members of the
constituency are already voters in the general
constituency. Where a special constituency, like -
that of Zemindars, or businessmen, or gradustes,
is coanstituted, the voters of the constituency
should lose their vote in the local electorates.

{c) No constituency should be permitted fo
return a member in which less than five thousand
voters are on the Electoral Roll, or less than two
thousand go to the poils.

{d) No member should be declared olectsd
who polls less than one-fifth of the fotal voting
strength of the constituency.

The present system of special eleciorates is
arbitrary and wazsound.

{1} A Mahomedan is bound t0 vote in the Ma-
homedan constituency, though be is out of sympathy”
with the majority of the voters in his constituency.
I should give every person who is entitlsd to vote
in a speclal constituency the opiion te vote either
in the general or the special Blectorate.

{2) The special -constifuencies created by the
1919 Aot do not necessarily represent separate
political interests, and, in some cases, real poli-
tical minorities have mnot been recognised as
special slectorates,

{3) The numerical strength of the special
soats is fixed on arbifrary and unscund bases. For
instanoe, & handful of Mahomedans in a West
Boengal District elect ons member, while several
thousand voters in the Deccan elect only one re-
presentative.

To place the whele thing on a more scientific
basis, I suggest that there should be one set of
scats distributed on a local basis. These should
form the general constituencies.

Speoial constituencies may be formed by the
Government with the approval of s Franchise
Committes of the Counoil in eash Province.

(¢) Where not less than five thousand quali-
fiad volers apply to withdraw themselves from the
general constituency and vote in & separate con-
stituency, in which the vote should be enjoyed by
persons who, in addition fo being voters at the
genersl oonstituency, have some further gemeral
qualification sufficiently concrete and definite, they
should be permitied to form themselves into a special
constitueney, which should be distinguished by some
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general definition. In this way Mahomedans, Chris-
tians, Sikhs, Europeans, merchants, traders, raiyats
and others who claim to represent speeial political
interests may, in course of time, form special electo-
rates. And, as no one would be bound fo join the
special electorate and everybody shculd have the
option to go over from the special to the general
electorate, it will provide a machinery which will
automatically extinguish in course of time, all special
electorates not founded on real political differ-
ences, and automatically create openings for real
political inferests, neglected in artificial classifica-
tions, to form themselves into definite politiea]l units.

I do not think this process will involve more
complication than the present process. The only
additional work to be done would be to investigate
applications by those who want to form special
electorates. This may be done very easily in the
course of the formation of the electoral rolls.

If this scheme is accepted, it will be necessary
to enlarge the maximum statutory number of
members of Council in order to leave it open to
the Government to create new constituensies. 1
should suggest that the number should be so fixed
that not more than 75 p. ¢. of the maximum number
of Councillors should form the strength of the
Council at the start.

Much has been said for and against com-
munal representation. Granting that any com-
munity has a separate political interest, you can-
not possibly deny them the privilege of separate
representation, At the same time, so long as
Hindu and Mussalman means separate political
interest, no considerable advance in political
status of the nation as a whole is possible. I
venture ftv think that my scheme furnishes a
means by which it would be possible to get out of
the anomaly of communal representation in
course of time as a re-grouping of political parties
on the basis of real political interests takes place.
I shall take it that to start with ninety per cent.,
if not more, of the Mahomedans of a locality will
apply to be voters in a special constituency. But
let us say that ten years hence, the question of
the permanent scttloment becomes a live political
issue, and Mussalman raivats as well as_ Hindu
raiyats wish to separate from the general con-
stituencies and form raiyat constituencies. The
results would be a mixed constituency with a real
political interest to distinguish them. It is quite
conceivable ti;at the upshot of this process may be
that the communal special electorates may die
out and be automatically replaced by other
special electorates. And this end would have
been achieved by a purely voluniary process with-
out any violence whatsoever to anybody.

The zemindars and the businessmen are at
present in the enjoyment of what are in most
places, mere pocket constituencies. In so faras
these people represent political interests, they are
entitled, if they so desire, to form separate con-
stituencies.  But the interests they represeut
must be considerable and must embrace a suffici-

ently large number of men And in the second
place, they should, by getting a franchise in the
special electorate, lose their general franchise. If
these two principles are insisted upon, the dispro-
portionately large number of seats reserved for
zemindars and businessmen would be substantial-
Iy reduced by an automnatic process, without any
violent interference with vested interests.
CONCLUSION.

IN conclusion, I wish to point out that it would
be unwise to make the constitution too complex by
providing all forms of checks and counterchecks. We
must realise that no human foresight can work out a
perfect constitution on paper. A comparatively sim-
ple constitution with & large amount of elasticity,
and some machinery for self-adjustment toc circum®
stances not contemplated by the founders, would be
an ideal form of constitution. Oliver Wendell Hol-
mes has immortalised a famous effort to build a per-
fact one horse shay. We need not emulate the ex-
ample of the worthy priest who built it. It would be
far better to trust to a simple work-a-day constitution
to start with, and then rely on the growing common
sense of the people to give it & more practical shape.

Impatisnce with the imperfectioas of human na-
ture will not improve the sitnation. From the days
of Adam and Eve. foolishness, perversity and wick-
edness have existed in the world and have, at times,
got the upper hand. The wise man and states-
man does not quarrel with this, nor lose his head be-
cause his best laid out schemes are going wrong.
The best course in nine out of fen such ecases is to
cultivate a philosophical outlook, and let the evil
ran its course. To lose patience with it is fo invite
ruin. A pelitician in haste is very generally a sui-
eide.

Much as I am out of sympathy with some fea-
tures of the Swara] party's polities, I do not think any-
thing has happened to justify alarm. We have to forge
ashead if we can. If by common consent it is possible
to have a constitution which all parties would will-
ingly work, we should have it by all means. Bug
if that is not possible, we must wait and trust to
time. To talk of recasting the eonstitution so far as
to keep out wreckers and Swarajists is foolish
shortsightedness, That attempt was made not so
very long ago inthe Indian National Congress by
the Convention formed at Surat. The dismal failure
of that scheme cught to open the eyes of people to
the futility of such efforts, if nothing else will.

In any case, I should deprecate nervousness and
alarm. Ifnothing can be done, at any rate the sfa-
tus quo can be maintained. The Montagu-Chelms-
ford Schems at least provides for the carrying on of
administration in any emergency.

NARES C, SEN-GUPTA.

A LETTER FROM LONDON.
{ Frox OUR OWN CORRESPONDEKNT. )
Lo¥pow, OcTOBER 16th. ~—
THE expected happened. Parliament was dissolved
last Thursday having first disposed of the Irish
Bill as it promised it would, and now we are in the
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throes of 2 new election, the third in three years. &
foeling of irritability is abroad ; the country resents
being agsain plunged into all the trouble, worry and
-expense of another election so soon. And the vari-
ous contesting parties are showing a bitterness in at-
tacking each other that makes an ordinary citizen
fasl like seranping the lof, or leaving them to fight
it out among themselves. But the thoughtful man,
while recognising the breaking up of the Government
was inevitable, feels most strongly that the Campbell
case should not have been made the deciding factor
in the dissolution of the Wouse. IF Mr. MacDonsld
kad consented to an en¥®™Ty into the prosecution and
the reason for its withdrawal, as he was asked ¢o do,
and which secemed a ressonsble thing for him to
“%rap to, the present trouble would not *have arisen.
The whole of the Campbhell scandal might have been
and should have bean dealt with last session, at the
time of the first outburst of indignation overit. But
since that time, ¥alement after statement has been
" made by responsible men each contradicting the
other, until at last, an action that might have been
-capable of a perfectly innocent explanation at the be-
ginning, has now besome one of national importance
wnd a liftle article that very few people read brings
:&n obscuro little paper into the fullest possible pro-
minence. That the Government would have had fo
go out on the Russian Treaty is practicsally certain,
and it is generally said that Mr, MacDonald and his
Government did not wish to wait for that, for on that
issue they would have less chance in their appeal to
the country, and so they seized the present opportu-
nity of getting out of & more’serions and painful si-
tuation. Mz, MacDonald's plaint;thatThe thas not
had fair play is not borne ocut by events. During
his term of office his Government has beon defeated
ton times during its life of 8 months, and yet has not
besn forced to accept the usual consequences of 'such
defent. But for the ascknowledged support of the
Libaerals, the Labour Government would have gone
out almost as_soon as it got in. From Mr. MacDo-
nald’s pressnt speeches it is perfectly evident he did
not expect to get through with the Russian Treaty
for there was soli opposition from both Liberals and
Unionisis, and not a certainty of firmness in his own
party. It is also evident that he is not too sanguine
in his expressed hopes of a return of his party to
power. IHe said in his opening campaign speech
yesterday that Labour may receive a set-back. and
that they must be prepared for it, thus preparing for
& olimb down. One of the few men of the Labour
-Cabinet that have not seemead to lose dignity in the
present time of stress has been Mr. Thomas, His pe-
riod of office hag given him & command of himself
and the situation that bas been sadly lacking in
others.

It is not easy to predict political events correct-
ly todsy. The unknown and unlooked for has got
into the habit of springing up and upsetting all one's

‘oaloulations. Yet it seems fairly safe to say that the

Unionists will be returned at this slection with a

broader programme than they have ever had before.
) A fairly large number of women oandidates are

in the fisld and it is expected many of them will be
successful.

Any way the fight is to'be a very short one. The
end of October will also see the end of the con~
test and we shall then know what the voling com-
munity thinks of it, and which party it believes best
represents its needs. -

The much convassed German Loan, which was
to be issued for the purpose of carrying into effect
the Dawes plan of the discharge of Germany’s obli-
gation, has at last made ifs appearance. It was
given a good send-off by the success of the American
portion where it was overfsubscribed within a few
minutes, A long queue was in waiting long before
the Bank of England opened its doors snd by mid-
day the books were officially closed, the whole being
subseribed in a few hours.

In the midst of the general unrest cocupying our
immediate attention comes the news of the fall of
Mecca. The entrance of the Wahabis into the Holy
City has a serious aspect for the whole of the Moslem
world. It has been stated that if the Anglo-Hejayi
Treaty had been signed before the Wahabi attack on

Meoca, Oreat Britain would have been obliged to

support the Hashimite dynasty of the Hejaz against
Ibn Saud. But tbe Treaty was not signed owing to
the reservations made by King Husein, and even if
it had been, it is not at all clear thai Great Britain
would have had to render actual military assistance
to the Hashimite Government. But the complets
change of events there cannot fail to be felt hers, and
much serious consideration will have to be given
to it.

REVIEW,

TRADUCIANISM. S

() MILLIN, SARAH GERTRUDE : Gob's . STEP-
CHILDREN. London. 1924 7§ x5, pp. 306. ( Con~

stable. 7/6).
(1) MATHEWS, eASiL: THE CLaSH OF COLOUR :

a Study in the Problem of Race. Loundon. 1924
7x5 pp. 176. {U. C. M. E. 2/~ ).

(111) OLDHAM, J. H. T CHRISTIANITY AND THE RaACE
PROBLEM. London. 1924 8L x5} pp. xx & 280,
(S.C. M. 7/6) '

“HRISTIANITY and the Race Problem ”, though the
title of only one of these three books,_ls.re!auy the
theme common to them all. Mms. Millin's novel
to be sure éepiots not only in the two clergygmen,
Andrew, the “ancestor”, and Barry, his great-great-
grand-child, a perfect caricaiure of Christianity, but
also, in the rest of its charaoters, & perfect ocaricature
of the Race Problem—but for sll“th_at, or rather be-
oause of #it, “God’s Step-Children” is a most useful
book o study ¢ not because it tells one true facts,
but beoause it brings home to gne bow the facts of
race are currently interpreted by the White man-in
the-street, who honestly believes that the White
man's standards represent the supreme human values
attainable or, as Mrs. Millin pithily puts it that
“God is White” and that, if all men are His o{:ﬂ&reg
at all, they can only be “perhaps His step-children
(L, 34)

Ny

-
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Neaither Mr. Mathews nor Mr. Oldham takes that
lina. On the contrary, they both would indignantly

deny ifs trath. Mr. Mathews dndeed, though he

modestly calls his little book merely “a porch” to
Mr. Oldham’s work, is definite snough as far as
he goes and, in his somewhat flamboyant style,
admits in- Jack London’s words that half the
trouble is the stupidity of the Whites. ™ {II, 8}
Not so Mr. Oldham, who has an extraordinary
knack of taking back, in one and the same senfence,

. "on the other hand”, what he has just frecly assented

£

to Y on the one hand "——peither of these two men-
tal hands of his obviously ever kaowing what the

. other is doing.

But fo ons, however litile acquainted with tradi-
tional Christian theology, the most curicus thing
about so0 much that to-day is written about race { in-

_-cluding the three books above ), is the fact that the

principle fundamental to the whole problem is hardly
everconsidered at all. For in the last instance surely
the whole race problem goss back to the question
whether the human mind ( or soul ) is & mere func-
tion of the human body, in which case of course the
parents, by producing the body of their progeny, must
algo produce their mind. This fact of course, if fact
it was, wonld not exclude the possibility of environ-
ment ( in its broadest sense ) affecting and changing
the original body-cum-mind : but this original ma~
torial, onoe given, would in that case never admif of
a complete elimination. Now if mind is merely a
product and function of matter, different kinds of
function must necessarily attach to different kinds
of matter and it would therefore bs absurd to expect,
88y, some white matter to exhibit the same fune-
tions as, say, soms black matter. To the materialist
therefore, differences in human race must logically
betoken differsnces in humasan thoughts: a materia-
list, therefore, to be consistent, must believe in
caste,

Christian ideclogy is the very opposite of this
materialistia theory, which it calls Traducignism ;
1. e. the theory that the soul of man is produced like
a layer { Lat. “tradux” )} from a parent vine, Chris-
tian philozophy observes that the human mind ean
abstract the immaterial from the material and there-

fore concludes that it must itself be immaterial ; and

if immaterial, self-subsisting and therefore immortal ;
and that therefore, if the human mind ( or soul ) is
immaterial and immorisl, it cannot be materially
produced. Which forces ome fto adopt the theory
called Croationism, opposed to Traducianism, viz,
that each individual human soul iz created by God,
ez nihilo and ad hoe.  As a Creafionist one is there-
fore on parfectly firm ground in opposing caste ; for
each individual soul is the equal of every other
human soul, not indeed as regards the body into
which it is infuged at the moment of conception, nor
as regards the social environment which envelops it
from the moment of its birth : but egual as regardsthe
faculty which each human goul possesses of dicta-
ting to the physiological dafa of his body and the
psychological data of his social environmen$ by say-
ing “no” to any one of them. Man 73 master of his
fate : and therein doss he differ essentially from the
animals, the impulses and instinets of whose sensory
1ife he ghares, in that he has the froe willp of conseci-
ously choosing between such impulses and instinets.
Henece, whatever.Biology may tell us about our sen-
sory body or about the breeding of characteristics of
that body, it obviously ean tell us nothing about the
“nothing” out of which the rational soul emerges with
itz gupsr-sensory power of immaferial abstraction
and fres-will choice. Ag 8. Thomas ( Sum. I, 118, 2)
concisely puts it: “the power of the intellectual prin-
-ciple, as intsellectusal, cannot reach the semen.”

Now Mr. Oldham, I am afraid, is inclined to be

rather contemptuous of . the mind of the Church™
for having “ ocoupied itself with philosophical and

theological problems, with the text and contents of
the seriptures and with the history of its own past™
instead of having “ set itself to grapple in eamest

with the ocomplexities of modern life.” ( ILI, 238).

As a consequence of this somewhat Victorian atti-
tude we find Mr. Oldham “ grappling in earnest "
perhaps, as he thinks, but for all the rest of the world

seoming fo be merely beating the air for all that, For
he never meets the question of Traducianism fair
and square at all. On the nne hand he suggests that

‘in the present state of knowledge it is & pure as-
sumption fo suppose that particular mental or moral
qualities are invarisbly*=mssociated in inheritancs
with any particular physical feature ” {III, 62 }: but

f;hat is ag far as his caution will permit him to go..
. Not invariably.,” But that as a matter of fnct

‘mental and moral qualities  oan and do form Fart
of the physical inheritance—which is the Traducia--
nist view—seems to him quite cbvious. * Biologi--
cal inheritance”, he says { III, 217), “ is the clay

which education and social agencies and religion

must lsarn fo mould *; for not only our anatomical
and physiological, but “ our psychological possibili--
ties were pre-defermined in the germ-cells from
which we came " (111, 51 ). Intermarriage therefore
toc him means inter alia the * crossing of character-
complexes ™ ( TII, 146 ) and to him “ it is evident, in
view of what the white race has actually accomplish--
ed in history, that certain quslities that meake for
human progress are present in that race” ( IIT, 153 ).

Now it is evon & good deal more evident, in that case,
that the whole obiection to caste and to what, appa--
rently quite erroneously, is called “race prejudice’™
lacks all substance of fact. One may be glad to
have Mr. Oldhams's assurance that * not invariably ™
is a fancy for Old Mastors or Old Port handed on in

the germ-cells from father to son and that “ not in-
variably " does a hooked nose get linked up with &

orooked mind : but is it not the very dickens, never-
to ba sure, whether it might not, in s given case, do

go after all? And if so, why take the risk ? Why
not stick to caste as to a safe guide ?

Take the ancestry of s man, almost white, depict--
ed for us in Mrs. Millin's novel. “ A mad white mis-~-
sionary who married 8 degraded Hottentot woman, »
thing like & beast. And his daughter who had an
illegitmate son by 8 passing Boer.And a coloured
nursemaid who married that son. And a woman who
ran away with another man. That, on one side.
And, on the other, a bad old man who, when he was
more than sixty, fell in love with & coloured child,
and didn’t care what happened as long as he got her.
All this evil Barry has in his blood to hand on fur-
ther.” {1,220 ). Mr. Oldham soothingly says, “ not
invariably.” No; perhaps not, but who is mad enough

I to take that risk if even only sometimes it is handed

on ? If,* coming into the world a hundred years
after his ancestor, Barry had had deposited in him
the same religious germ that had made his great—
great-grandfather want to give the boots from his
foot to & beggar ” (T, 242): is it not temerarious to
allow the germ-cell of asceticism in a Brahman to
get neutralized by the acquisitiveness in the germ-
esll of & Banis, let alone queered by the vicious
taint of & Mahar ? I submit that, if Christianity as &
rational system can tolerate the idea that soul cha-
racteristics are physically inheritable, it cannot ex-
elude the reasonableness of caste; or that, if moral
characteristics are physically transmissible, Christia-
nity cannot teach that the caste system is wrohg,
withont at the same {ime proving that its feaching
is quite unreasonable. Which alternative does Ml
Oldham prefer, I wonder?

Fortunately for Christians who require ' reason-
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able faith, the biological phrases used by M». Oldham
are grounded on no biological facts whatsoever. The
biologist has the greatest difficulty in making quite
gure with what red eyes in Droscphila are linked up
and is painfully labouring to find out whether and
how disequilibrated rats can band on specifie distur-
bances in their eye movements to subsequent genera-
tions, without even dreaming of wasting his time on
lovalizing a bump for, say, credulity in 8 human germ-
cell. Indeed it has been quite & revelation to me fo
find how little proof in this respect an otherwise
s0 balanced and g0 judicial mind as that of
.Mr. Oldham is against the merest claptrap of
pseudo-soiantific analogies & /@ Lothrop Stoddard.
And not only does the negative hold abaclutely—viz.
that no mental trait has- ever been proved to be the
funetion of anything material—the very opposite
has agsin and again besn proved, viz. that physical
gimilarity does not necessitate a mentsl one. Mr,
athews tellingly reminds his readers that the
French nation consists of three anthropologically
quite different races : the fall fair narrow headsd
Nordie, the short dark narrowheaded a Mediterranean
and the short dark round headed Alpine type: that
“the Englishman is racially nearer to the narrowhead-
¢d Indian of say Benarss and o the Persian of Tehe-
ran, than he is to the pure Welshman or Highlander
of his own nation. Not only so0, but the Indian of
Benares is further removed racially from the Indian of

Madras than he is from the American of Washington. |

Whilst the ‘race-conflict’ between Arab and Jew is
today as vehement as any antagonism in the world,
though fogether they constitute almost all the pure
Semites now living on the earth | ( II, 119—120 ).
And may I hero just add, without trying to exhaust
the subject, that the really remarkable fact about
inheritance is not that progenitors and progeny are
80 similar, but that they are at all dissimilar; that

in faot, as ths latest biological researches into the !

mechanism of fertilization have shown, sexual con-
jugation seems to bs nothing but & most ingenious
complication introduced for the apparently sole pur-
pose of increasing as muoch as at all possible the
chances for dissimilarity between offspring and
parents, as also between the individuals composing
the offspring itself. This faot, curiously encugh, is
not roferred to by any of our three authors, but its
gignificanos surely is unmistairable,

So that not only are there no facts eontradioting
Creationism { the theory opposed to Traducianism },
but indead what faots there are, sarve but to bear it
out. But if Traducianism is false, how else acoount
for the psychologioal similarities batween members
of a family, a olan, a race ¥ . Mr. Oldham rightly ad-
mits that “man differs from other animals in the fast
that tradition playe an enormous part in his develop-
ment" { ITI, 147 ). Honoe he can quote with approval
Rivers { ITL, 58 ) that “wo are no longer oontentto
adopt the pessimistio attitude of those who wers fad
oun the old views of hersdity, but we are coming to
ses t0 how great an extent the disorders and faulty
trenda of mental life are the result of wrone methods
of treatment in the years when the individeal in
painfully learning to control the instinctive impulses
which he has brought into the world with him a0 as
to make them ocompatible with the traditions and
ideals of the sooiety of whioh he is to be a member; "
and oan report Mr. Fraser, later of Kandy, as being
“convinced, in the light of long educational experi-
ence in the East, that the arrest, which oocurs not
only among Africans but among boys from other
baokward communities, can be sucoessfully over
©dms if the right educational methods are adopted.”
{IIL Y4). Mr Oidham strongly emphasizes, asT
would do, that “the members of s particular raca
hava not only & common biologiosl inheritanca_}m_eg

1

aiso a common history. The same influences of oli”
mate and soil and scenery have contributed to the
formation of their character; the same historical
experiences of conquest or defeat, the same social in-
stitutions, the same traditions, the same heritage of
philosophy &and religion, of literature and art have
contributed fo shaping their thought and ontlock”
( III, 217 ) : but instead of saying that, as physical
charaoterigtics are only physically transmissible so
psychological characteristics are only psychological-
1y transmissible, he mixes up the physical and the
psychological, using the term “race” for both charao-
teristics and, true Traducianist that he is at heart,
refuses to say more than that “Race, as it actually
meets us, means something far more than biologioal
inheritance.” He admits that “in man heredity counts
for least” : but not, because heredity accounts only
for the physical, and therefore subordinate, part of
man, but because apparently his mental part ean-
obliterate a good deal of his original, physiologically
transmitted, mentality. He pleads that “of all ian.
mals in man is infancy longest, ‘instinets least fixed,
brain most unfinished at birth, powers of hsbit-
making and habit-changing most marked, susceptibi-
lity to soecial impressions keenest"—yeot all these
faots do not suggest to him that the human mind st
birth is a fabula rase, a blank, a mere potentiality
which gradually, under the stimulus of life and ex-
periencs, builds up its own mentality. He acknow-
ledges that “even the customs and habits of centuries
may under the influence of new ideas, as experience
has proved, undergo_large modifications in a very
short space of time” { II1, 218 )—butb explains that ag
due to “the plasticity of man's nature™:a metaphor
( Mr. Oldbam of course does not hint that it is any-
thing more than a metaphor), & metaphor from which
ons gains the impression that “race™ is the clay

: which psychological influence may furn into all

kinds of shapes, without however being ever able to
alter the nature of the elay itself. The Traducianist
hoof here once more shows unmisiakably,

Against this it is the Christian, i. e. Creation-

- ist, conviction that a man's mind is much rather to
'~ be compared to 8 musical insfrument,”which a per- -

son under the instructions of othes and of experi-
ments of his own builds up, in order to express his
musical ideas : a boy, never taught anything better
than to make a rude reed-pipe, may compare un-
favourably with & Stradivarius, but that does not
prove, that he had noi the inherent faculiy of the
latter ; nor does it follow ( sinoe man not only is the
maker of, but also the performer on, the instrument
of his mind ), that a musioal duffer must necessarily
become a Baoh, if only he is taught to build an

" organ. If there are original differences, they can only

ba differences in the extent of mental potentiality ;
but this greater or lesser fasulty for making and
playing musical instruments cannct be econceived as

- in any way dopending on the physiocal constituents

of the instruments : the latter may mors or less check
or give full play to the faoulty, they cannot deter-
mine the nature of the faculty itself. And again,
one can only say, that whilst there is not the vestige
of biological fact for the maierialistic “clay” theory
of the Traducianist, every evidence that is available
points in the exactly opposite, i, 6. Creationist, direc-
tion. How acoount for it that “ the Mestizo in Pera
is not palpably inferior in intellect to the Spanish
oolonial of unmixed blood” { I11, 148) and that “what
is true of halfeaste populations in some parts of the
world does not apply to the Mulatto in the United
States™ ¢ 1T, 147 nless by the fact that the “half-
oaste” mentality is of purely psyehological making,
that, if’as in Peru half-caste and pure White, or as
in the States half-saste and pure Black, are psycholo-
gically not distinguished, the mental distinctiveness

i
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itself—so palpable elsewhere——does not arise at all :
half-caste not differing from White, where ranked
with White ; not differing from Black, where lumped
together with Black, whatever hiseomplexion or other
anatomical characteristics.

The notorious Dr. Lothrop Stoddard { quoted III,
46 ) against this defends the view that “civilization
is merely an effect of the creative urge of superior
germ-plasm.” Mr. Oldham does dot really like the
1ook of all this: but, unfortunately he seems over-
awed by “momentous discoveries resulting in the
modern knowledge of heredity” (TII, 46 ): quite
needlessly so, as I have tried to show already. How-
ever, with this wrong impression fixed im his mind,
Mz Cldham cannot proceed without at every step
insuring himself against the possibility of the Sted-
dardian theory of mental inheritence being accepted
by biologists. Hence the feebleness of his witness on
the twin questions of segregation and intermarriage.

The experiment of race segregation in South
Afriea according to him “will and must be
tried, since no other solufion is at present

within sight " { 111, 171}: although he is fully aware
that {o increase separateness is todecrease opportuni-
ties of mutual understanding and therefore to in-
crease the chances for friction and conflict (III, 175};
and although he states clearly that “a solution
which has regard exclusively fo the interests and
¢laims of the white race is no solution at ali” (I11,
190}). In one and the same breath he ean say (111, 262)
that where an artificial race segregation is
imposed, “ a vital and essemtial truth of Chris-
tianity is compromised ” and that “it is not
for those who are at & distance to pass judgment on
whatshould be done where racial problemsare seute”
Very well: but can he then wonder that the non-
Christian reader must necessarily “sweep aside as
meaningless " Christianity, if that is all that Chris-
tianity stands for? Even for Mr. Mathews thisrace
segregation ( »u/so caste system) has a curious fasei-
nation and, like Mr. Oldham, be cannot forbear quo-
ting with apparent approval that abominable Bir-
mingham speech of the late Warren Harding (11, 80):
*“ Here then is the true conception of the inter-rela-
tion of colour : absolute equality in the paths of
knowledge and culture ; in matters social and racial
a separate path.”

There oceurs to me a passage from a little pam-
phlet, written by & White Chaplain ir & Brown
man’s land, a dear Christian sounl, for whom * Chris-
tanity teaches that all were once one in Adam and
again shall become one in the Second Adam. God
has made of one blood every race of men, but alf
have sinned and fallerr short : there is no essential
vital distinction. Hence the unity of the Church
can not merely mean an artificial assembling toge-
ther for worship followed by separstion, still less so
a mere semblance of unity of race churches under a
common Bishop, but must express itself in life and
not merely in ecclesiastical organization, must mean
social relationships between members of different
races which will imply the ultimate possibility—
and if the possibility, then the rightness—of inter-
marriage between races; not necessarily as the be-
ginning, but certainly as the end of the process of
race fellowship.” * Now I for one hold that hers
speaks the genuine voice of Christianity, of & Chris-
tian who for all his own whiteness, refuses to bend
his knee to the Baalim of white Race superiority.
Such refusal mesns sacrifice, of course, means mar-
tyrdom. But “martyr” is mere Christian phraseclogy
for " witness.” Mr. Mathews has a telling story {II,
113) of a sports captain at Beyrout, who says “1I

"# Champlon, A. B, : Races within the Church. Singapors.
1918. 84 x 6, pp. 24.

have won the battle, when I have taught a boy to
pass the ball.” That is just it, not to keep the ball
for onesalf to score the goal, but to pass it on; per-
haps to one inferior in skill. There is self-denial,
there is sacrifice ; there is mariyrdom in limiting
one's own powers, to give those one bas trained a
chance, even if that chance for them means the
marring of one’s own life work. If the White race
was a superior race and if it was also a ghnstlan
race, its guiding poliey surely should be to =~ pass on
the ball,” or, in more familiar and more ('hrist]aH
langusage, to serve. “1 am among you as & servant,
said Christ. Do the Christians intheir imperial 3:0[es
come “ as a servant ”? Mr. Mathews at least thinks
they ought to. “ We are there in India today as
conquerors gradually giving self-government—in in-
stalments and at our discretion: instead of being
guests, sharing self-government with them at their
invitation” (1L, 123) Mr. Oldham on the cong
trary, sees only either reversal to White autocracy
in India or co-operation : the idea that the Bntls_h
should find their true function in India as §u}5:ord1-
natds, instead of co-ordinates, characteristically
never seems to strike him at all. 8o he sums up:
“ Our discussion of Indian problems has not provided
us with any clear—cut solution. It could hardly be
otherwise.” (III,124)

Maybe. But Mr. Oldham must not be surpris-
ed, if under such circumstances the non-g‘-h‘nsisz
Indian tosses aside this book of his as mere “pi-talk™
and if he does not dismiiss Christianity as altggeﬂ"_er
irrelevant to the solution of Race Problems, it will
pot be on account of what Mr. Oldham has caid, Lut
of what, alas, he has left upsaid.

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS.

MISCELLANEZ2,

PROBLEM OF HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY.

ProF. 8. KEvDA BUKSH writes in the ™ Bengaleo™:

«Passimism and optimism are labels flung about by the-
frivolous or the ignorant. To be obsessed eitber by gloom or
by hope, without knowledge of facts, is egually ‘"{.mf"
Humanity is ever encircled with tremendous difficulties : it i9
endowed with inoaloulable powars of recuperation. The igno
rant do bot see the dangers; the poer-hearted do not feet the
hope. The wise man is often full of anxiety for the immediate
future :be never loses faith in ultimate victery. He iz always
at once peasimist and optimist; for be never under-rates the
praotical difficulties which obstruct tho path of progress, But
all the time he knows that progress must in tho end prevail.
And ip the darkest hour he awaits the certaic Dawn of
Light.,”

Thus wrote Fredstio Harrison, And does it not cheer the
weary, ravive the fainting, stir thslapguid pulser of man? Yes,
in the darkest hour we must patisntly await the certain dawn
oflight. But the expectation of the certsin dawn mus.ﬁ be-
based on realitiea and not on iliusions, on facts, not on sither-
fantasies-or fakes. The best and the only way to conquer a
diffioulty is to measure its force and to overcome itby & atill
greatenforce. In dealing with the Hindu-Muslim question—
more than aby other question ofthe day—we shovld not gearch
for a diplomatie formula which antagenises pobody, commit.s-.
nobody, apd means pothing. Morpeed we place much reli.
ancé on fasts aud prayera and tears, Thay are good in their
own way, but the materialistio world iz pot much inﬁuann?d by
tbese things—certainly ja not moved by tbem. They neither:
solve the problsm nor ushe: io an era of universal brotberhood, _
What we want is a frank statement, and an equally fra'nk
solution of the preblem. The first question, therefore, which
weo must ask curselves is, «Have we preparad the way fox: an
asaault on tbose formidable enirenchments which suspicion.
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‘hiatrad and Ignorance 89 tenacionsly defond ¥** What then ar)
- #bose formidable entrenchments defended by: vasted lutarests,
- suspicion, batred and igoozance? First sud foremost is the be-
Hef universally hald by the Mohamedsns thas they are an alien
- raoe, transpléntod into an aliea sofl. Thia belief—historicaily
untonable—is 80 Inersdicably rocted in my oo-religioniste—
that they cannot—as long as it continusa—ocherish, much lesa
_raspond to, the ldes of unity—political or social. I% is a mis-
ohisvous belief; for it assumes that we ara a forsign peopla
wholly differsnt from the Hindus. And thie asgumption has
ruised a dividing wall apparantly nunsealable for the presont and
bas impisnted an [dea that the Muslims ara and muet for sver
romais a distinot peopls, always on ihe alert to safoguard
thole Interests and to batile sgainst any iovasion of thsje
rights. Needless to say, this ides oannot bs raconeciled with
any possible or potential unity. Coupled with this is the reli-
.~glous {anatism whish {s 5o aculs and so far-reaching that is
«stande hopelsssly in the wsy of adjuwiment of disputes and
.differences. Ido not for one moment suggest that Islam iz s
“¥sliglon of fanatiolam. [ bave slways maintained and still majn-
tain that theres s no refigion which is or has been mors just
+and generous to other roligions than Islam ha»s bsen shrough-
- out {ts historio career. Bus I do aswert shat [alam has never
appearsd, to ite best advantsge, in Indis., Here Muaitml havs
always shown an lmpenotratle ignorance of its t_:ue spirit, and
-8 reokless defisnce of its genuine precepts. Bot I shall be
"wrong and unjust to my o-religicnists if I lay all the blame
-on them, If they are and have been ignorant and fenatiog—
‘4hs Hindus are snd have besn no hﬂ. The first and the most
terrible obatacle, therefore, +o a true unity is our religion, And
not withont good resson hes the poet zung i—

I lcathe the church, the templs, and the masque—I loathe
‘tbem all—for sre they not unyielding barriers, dividing walls ¥
Break thom down, O beautsous apirit of Truth and in thy foid
ubite us sll.,”

But if we cannot yet reslise the dream of the poet—san
we not, &t least Infune & move Hberal and tolssant spirit.ints
<ur aounifymen, snd teach them that while beef-sating and
--oow-killing are not intsgral partn of Islam—ic shedding of
blood, on flimsy pretexts, is not quite in assord with the pasce-
ful apirlt and swoet reasonableness of esseutis] Hinduiam ?

““Toleration then muoaé be the Aras tem on any programma which
hopes to usher i unity between ths two grsas commuaitios in
Indfa. For tolsration alone will enabls them to see that the

- differsncss, whioh are alleged to divide them, ars falss and
unreal and that thelr true interssts are ooe and &he seme,
"Then nnd then only, willba the glory of Indis our common
aim—the attainment of freedom—our oae aupreme goal. Bog
with difsrences all divixion, olash of arms and conflicting
passione—oan we ever hopa to advatos one ates beyond where
wsaretoday? And inetesd of helping forward the groat
-eonsummation—io whlch all right-minded Iadians longingly
look forward-—vre, b¥ culpabls folly, hinder and thwart that

-eod. Religion, Inatead of bringing peacs, briagy & sword,
Politios, {nuread of uniting, divides us. We are riven by patty
. jealousisn, torn by donMatio sirifs. Is this an atmosphers
- aongeaial t0 peass, progrees, trust and estosm ¥ Jan we roslip
hope fur HindusMuslim usity smid such surroundings any
among such paoples? If we do—it is naught olam bot' an idle
~viston of an smpty day, But we mast not despond. Unity, true
-anity—we shall bave some dsy. We shall have I} whan the
mist of suspicicn aud distrust haa lifted—and 1ifs it muss ;"when
+religion will be & blessing and not & curas; whan pglitios~ will
- b# & noble pursuit and nor & sordid game; when+lave of Jadia
will net be a Hp-profsasion but s sacred, burniog faith,

I rofuse to bellevs that & oauss to which & Gandhi has
-dedicated him life—a obuse to whivh s Mohamed All onos
-aaorificed his fresdom—oan ever be a lost oaase. Bet-bask

{1 may bave—obatacien It may encouater—but in ive ultimate
auccens I have nov the least doubt. Bure in its $I00893, BUrE
by right divine. Then will harsh times mellow into peate—
"3hen will life svolve the thres:-fold romanos of gooduess, truth
-aud beauty. Then religion will bs olesnsad of ita impuritiss,
.and lon be entheohsd In ita kingiom. That day—like s dim

3
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horizdn to' the weaweafy mailors—ig noet o far as it scems,
Ita realization rests with ourselvesr. It depends-upon our own
efforis, evarnesiness, honesty, good-will..Oan we not rise to
the cocasion ¥ Realize this dream ¥ Resl:ze ourasives ¥
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DEAFNESS CAN BE CURED.
P> IEEEL
Deafness, Noises in the Head and
Nasal Catarrh,

THE NEW CONTINENTAL REMEDY CALLED
« LARMALENE " ' Regd.)

Is a simple harmless home-trea‘mont which ab3slutely
cures deafness, noises in the head, ¢ ¢c. WO EXPENSIVE
APPLIANCES NEEDED for this new Qintment, instantly
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Reliable Testimony.
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the bead. I feel a nsw woman, and-can go to Led Dow and
get a good night's rest, which I had not been able to do for
many months. It is o wonderful remedy and am most delight-
ed to recommend it.’ )

Mrs. E. Crowe, of Whiteborse BEoad, Croydon, writes:—
« I am pleassd to tell you that the small tin of cintmeut you
sent to me at Ventyor, has proved a complete sucosss, ‘my
hearing i3 now quits mormal, acd the horrible heal noises
have veased. The action of this new remedy must be very
remarkable, for I bave been troubled with these complainte
for nearly ten years, and have hed nome of ths very best
medizal advice together with other expensive ear instruments
all to no purpose. I need hardly say bow very grateful I am,
for my lite has undergone an entire cbange.

Tty ome box to-dey, which can be forwarded t3 any
sddress on receipt of money order fcr Rs. 4 THERE IS
NOTHING BETTER AT ANY PRICE.

address orders to:—
HENRY THOMAS { ** Larmalene "' Co. ),
Ths ¢ Woedlands, >
BEAN, DARTFORDD, KENT, -
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