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TQPICS OF THE WEEK.

L

- TEE dissclution of Parliament bas
The British Qessrsl gome as a great surprise. Of courss
there Lhad been » lot of talk of if,
juet before Mr, MaoDonaid resorted fo it: but
then, that sort of talk has not been lacking at any
time during the ten months that Mr. MacDonnld
. bhas been in office. The océasion came over a
= g feial, paltry question, as to why prosscution of
the Communist Worker's Weskiy was frst Inatl.
tuted and then dropped. Reading the telagfams,
one gets the impreasion that the Liberal party was
girding up its loina for a fight againat “Scolalism”,
hoping to work up a orisigbver the Anglo-Soviet
Treaty, but by nomoana anxlous to push things
to extremes over this Campbsall oase. If the break
bad to ooms, it was probably good tactica for Mr.
MaoDonaid to take his stand then and there and
dars the Liberals to join the Conwervativesin a
vote of want of confidence, Thse Libsral party is
fa a sorry plight; sorrierieven’than tha plight it
has been in all these ten monthks, Having reduced
itself to be the Tory pariy's auxlliary, why should
anybody vote for its candidates? Thes coming elec.
toral oontest Is clearly going to ba one for or
againat Labour: but in that case, what progres.
sive voior will give bis suffrage {0 the Liberal}
The pity Ige that in these ciroumsiances, with
three cornered ocontests slimioaied, all the pwo-
babilities are that the Conservaiives will gat back
to the Holise with however amall an absoluts
mbdlority. Labour of course will gain much in
strength and the Liberals will ba squeezad out altos
gether: but the cdds seem to us all on the Conser
vatives forming the next Government, . Does that
. mean Nathaniel Curzon back at the Foreign Office ?

'_foaiazz régime ouce* mwr¥'Al"the India Office?
PerBaps Sir George Lloyd ?” Only too likely, we
sre afraid, -Aund then when ¥ is tdo late, peopls®
in this country will probably wuddenly reafize
what siaunch friends Indisn sasmpirations have
had in Lord Olivier and ths Labour Party !

* * * )
BPEAKING under the auspiceas of
the Bombay Presideney Mus!im
) Loague on Hindu Muslim unity,
Mr, Jinnsh emphatically pointed out that real
unity eould exist, only ifevery. individual under-
stood the rights of.eitizenship, if as in Modemn
Europe religion became tha concern of one’s own
conscienoe and. the- walfare and interests of tha
State were given the suprems place, Tha.rést of
“his speech was, however, direotiy oppossd to this
excellent principle, for- he pleaded, not for the
oblitoration ‘of -communal consciousness but for
its accentustion by urgieg the extension of
gommunal representation to municipalities, local
boards and the public services. Ha alsc made
the amazing siatement that the Lucknow Pact
waa not put in practice. That-Paof advisedly
limited oommunal representation to legislative
bodies. In the disoussions that lod to it, it was
clearly understcod that communal represeata-
tion was not to be extended to local bodies,
-the universities and the public asrvices.” The
Montagu.Chelmsford Report ‘acoepted the Pact
and it was given effent to in the constitution
of the wvarions legislatures. How Mr. Jinnah
has been able to ignors so obvious a fact passes
our comprehension, One can understand bigoted
sommunalists wanting the ekiension of separaie
ropresentation into every conceivable field, but
not an enlightened lsader liks Mr. Jinnah who
places the interests of the Sfate supreme.
Mr. Jinnah rightly smphasised the*importance’
of aducation, general and political, for the growth
of a sense of citizenship. But it is not communal
conscionsness and the subordination of generalto.
comiunal interests, whioh necessarily result from
the oxtension of ocommunal repressntation, fhat
will give the politioal education neaded for the
growth of .oitizenship. This aapeot of the ques-
tion s dealt with at greater length in our leading
articla.

Mr. Jlooek on
Usity.

L ] + ® -

THREE years ago Mysors wasin-

Mysers Flassst®: volved in s serious finanoial depres-

One shudders at the mere thought. And a Winter

sion, the State budget showing a deficit of Re. 21

&
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lakhs. One is glad to know, from Mr. Bannerii's
interesting address to the Reproseutative Assembly,
that ehe has now quite got out of that depression
and is able to balance her budget in spite of un-
foreseen expenditure due to loss on Iron Works,
inerense in the Civil List, and relief of distress
and ropsir of damages caused by the regent floods,
The difficulties of thras years ago were due partly
tc high prices, over which iae people of Mysore
could have no control, and partly to unwise ex-
penditure on economio schemes by Sirdar Kanta-
raj Urs., The schemes woare initiatad by Sir M,
Visvesvaraya in a prosperaus period and he also
knew how to husband the finances. Bat his succes-
sor laoked his ability and foresight and blamed
the originator of the schemes for his own faulf,
The net result, howaver, was the enforcemsnt of
strict economy in the administration and change
of management in the Bhadravati Iron Works, It
was largely for the latter that S8ir M. Viavesvaraya
had been blamed. He therefore came forward
very patriotically to set right Its affairs and ahars
tha responsibility for making it 8 financial
success. IHe has not only introduced great eoco-
nomies but has changed the entire ocutlook from
that of utier despondency to one of great hope-
fulness, It is still working at a loss if is true,
but that is on account of the abnormally low prise
of pig iron and not due to insufficient outfput or
any inherent defoot in the socheme. Tha Siats is
now finanocially quite out of the wood.
& * %

OKE of the important financial re-
forms introduced in this connae-
tion is the separation of the gensral financs from
ths finsnoes of predustive works. In this 7raspect
Mygore has gone muoh further than British India-
The latter has introduced separate finanes only
in respect of railways; but Mpysore has done so
in respact of all productive works, which togather
are freated as ons account. The railways in
British India are required to pay a share of thsir

Scparation Scheme,

surplus proit into the general excheguer, but in

Mysore the produotive works make no such con-
tribution, the entira surplus baing intended for in-
oreasing the efficienoy of existing works and for
financing new prodactive works. One may well
agk whether the Mysore arrangsmant is as fair to
the taxpayer as the other, sinoce in the past when
railways and other produstive works operated at
a loss it was the general taxpayer who mads
good the loss. Though opsn fo this oritisism,
thore is, however, much to be said in favour of
the complete separation of finanoces in Mysors in
the present oirumstances. Thero ara many eoo-
nomic schemes awalting initiation and desvelop-
ment—for laying railways, exploiting minerals,
developinz the Malnad, inoreasing irrigation and
goneratiag electricity—one of them being the
harnsssing of the famous QGorsoppa Falls. Thase
schemes cannof be remunerative for a number of
yoars, during whioh pericd they wounld have little
chanoe of being pushed on vigorously if they had to

depend on the convenience of the genoral inances.
After all the population stands muoch more ta gain
by the development of industries and other scono-
mic projscts than a slight reduotion in taxation,
whioch in Mysors, unlike moat Indian States, is
loss heavy than ia British Indis. Moraover, ths
general taxpayer ia soon to get some relief from
another quarter, The Government of India have
now aocepied tho principle that the military
axpenditura of an Indian State and the subsidy
paid by it should not together excasd 13 par osnt.
of its general rovenue. Mysors has long been
paying the haaviest triduts of all Siates. If the
new principle is applied to it a3 no douhk.it wifl
be, it will bs entitled to a reductica of Ra 13
lakhs in its tribute.
&* * *

MR, BANNERTI also touched on the

diffiault question of the fature posi-
tion of Indisn States. Thaeir interosts were vitally
affsotad by tha actions and paliey of Breitish
India. Saveral States msade an indirsct contri-
bution to Indian revenues by maans of tha salt tax
and customs, When tarif wa'ls ware raisad to
protect British Indiaun industries, it wae neoceasary
to examine how the interesis of Tadian Siates,
whether as consumars or producers, would be

affacted, Hoe said further: .
“The outlook ir ochanging rapidly in Beitish Ind *
and if the positioa of Iadian States remains as it is, i%
is no exaggeration to say that their intarests will ba
xorioualy prejudiced. We have to oonstantly urgs for
the introduotion of much msasures in any new scheme
ol constitutional chasges that may bes brouzht Inta
eTistance sooner or latsr ay woeald give a right place
to Indian Btates from which tisy ocan exstoise their
veice in raspeot of all matters vital to their interests
and futgre progrsss. Thie problem is bainz ssriously
etudied and suitable proposals are being formaulated
tc ensure that Mysors sscurss her rightful plice im
the counacils of the British Iadiau Empire.”’ '

(Ons would certainly like to ses thoie pra-
posals, for the question is by no means easy of
solution. There ars in particular, two graat difionl-
tias in the way of an¥ scheme of raprasentation of
Indian States. Oane of them is that ths bigger
States like Hyderabad, "Mysore and Birods are
unwilling to be members of the same ochambar as the
amal]l States which have only a few villages for
their tarritory. The second is the disparity batween
ths advanosd and fhe backward Biates: tha formor
would put forward the interasis of the people and
the latter that of the rulers. The real solutlon, we
should think, lies in tha gosal of Indian States’ ad-
ministration beooming responsible govarnmsnt like
the goal of British Indian ad ninistration, and the
rulers ocoupying the position of constitutional sova-
reigus, If that goal is acknowladged and =steps
taken for its realisation, thea there will be no opn~
fliot of interosts either batween the States themsel-
ves or bebtwoen the Siatass on the ons hand and
British India on the other. The British Govern~
ment which has acpaptad as its mission in India
the politioal unifioation of the country and tha
training of its people in salf-zovaramaat, cannot d»

Futurs of S5{ates,
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better than fexert its moral influence on the States
fo move them towards responsible government.
S s ™ ;.

FRroX the Jail Reports of provinocss

Cerparm Puatsh: which have now been ooming in

woe oull the following statiatios of

oorporal punishments in jails +—

Provioce 1528 1923 Averige masle
population
Madras 5 1 21,923
United
Provioces 40 3 24,204 -
Punjsb 54 49 15,344
Burma 81 84 16,149
“%.  Bombay 36 98 9419 *

CorporaPpunishments being awarded only to male
prisoners, it is only the male population of jaills
that we have io conslder. And Bombay standa
cut in sinisfer prominence in thigregpagt as bav-
ing by far the smallest number of prisoners and
by far the largest number of oorporal punish-
ments, The high figure renched last yoar, viz. 98
is no doubt due tc Mulshi- Peta sagitation, but io
say this is not satisfactorily to explain or justify
the snormous increase. Other provinces have not
besn without their skare of non-co-operation or
satyagraba aotivities, but In no other province was
whipping resortedio solight-heartedly and without
the compelling oircumstances as in Bombay.
The number cof ocorporal punishments inflicted
sven innormal conditions dosanot compare favour.
ably with the corresponding number in other
provinees. In tne United Provinces whers the ave-
rage male population in jails I 24 times that of
Bombay Presidency, the number of corporal
punishments is nearly the same and was haought
down last year 4217, The Bombay Government
vught fo give an sxplanation of these unacoounta-
bly high figures. Madras stands at the other end,
_with only 5 ocorporal punishments in year before
last and only 1 last year, This latter figure is, as
the Report rightly ssys, a record figure, never
reached before., The Bombay Presidenoy must
emulate the fine example of her "benighted" sister.
* » »

® .In this conmection it would be use-
" Centrastwith Eag fy] to woBbmpare the figures In

England. The prison population

-

there in 1921 was 8,500 (this figure itself is rapid-.

17 decreacing year by year)} and the number of
infliotions of corporal punishment in Looal Priscna
weas only 1 and none at all in Conviot Prisons, It
is of course well known that in England the
permission of the Home Seoretary haa to be obtain-
ed befors even visiting commitices san sentence
prisoners to oorporsl. punishment. At first the
vix!tlng commitiees complained that this mads
zhalr task difficult, but the Prison Commissioners,

+ “afior oareful examination' were not satisfied that
this allegation oould be maintained. They found
that there had been “a most notable rise™ in the
pumber of the offences for whioh sorporal punish-
ment was »till inflicted, “from which itmay be
inferred,” they procesded,“that corporal punish.
ment is not the oniy, or sven a sure deterrent,
sgainst the commission of serious offences against
dizcipline.” On the contrary the jinfliction has a
demoralising effect upon the whole prizon populas«
tion and is degrading tothe officer who performs
the duty of flogging, and we must insist that in
India too the rule must be enactad that ficggings
ahould be administered oniy on the orders of
visiting commitieea { which must be constituted )
and with the expresa permission of the Home
Membar,

REFORM OF THE FRANCHISE LAW,

BEVERAL witneswes who appeared before the Re-
forms Enquiry Committee condedthed tha present
gommunal eleciorates as tending away from the
formation of an Indian nniiomality. The Mosism
community have taken alarm at the advooaoy of
this view in influential quartera and bogwa to use
it as an additional argument in favour of the
extension of the principle to all self-governing
institutions, rural and munipipal, to universities
and school boards of sorts and in favour alao of
an assiganment of a definite proportion in the
publio services. Other Indian minorities and the
British community are naturally inclined to sup-
port the Muslim claim. Between these two oppos-
ed sets of views, the famous Lucknow ocompact
sgsms in poril, The Unity Conferance that sat
recently in Delhi did not tackle the political side
of the Hindu-Muslim problem. It is noft ualikely,
when Mr. Gandhi is strong enough, a fulurs con-
farence will endeavour to adjust the demands of
the Muslim aommunity to the paramount claims
of the State. In the meantime & suggestion or
two nsad to ba placed befora the publie. They
deal with some fundamental oonsiderations ia-
volved in oitizonship. In making the suggestions
it is safe to assume that the present distribution
of seats in the Legisiative Council will continue,
based as it ia on the Lucknow pact. Itis not
meant that the distribution Is essentislly just and
sound. It is assumed here only for the purpose of
siuocidating the snggestions. )

A demooratio polity is based on the funda-
meontal postulate that the State commaanda the
bondage, without reserve and without gualifioation,
of ali its oitizens, The law ought not to ssnotion
or oreate a loyalty Incompatible with or exolusive
of loyalty to the State. In so far as particular
sections, communities or interssts rsquire ta be
safeguarded, every cars should ba taken that the
paramount intereats of ths entire community ars
not ignored. Tha exoclusion of whole seotions of
the people from the general list of voters removas
them from the category of the coitizens of the State
‘and if further they are enrolled as voters of minoe
rity communities, they besome oitizens of thess
eommunities with interest distinots from, oceasion-
ally antagonistio to, thoss whioch thae eitizens
undor the general register arq pledged to protect.
In the canvassing of public questions, candidates
would take nup different attitudes and be swayed
by different oonaiderations aoccording as they sesk
the suffrages of a cosmopolitan constituensy or
those of » partioular section only. A franchise
law is therefore radically vicious and inimicsl to
the Siate if, while It permits of individual oiti-
sens voting in commiunal electorates, it at the
same time debars them from voling In mixed
electoraten. ' :

Thae present eystem in India belongs to this
ginister variety. An Indian Christian, for iasianaa‘
in Madzas, in an ordinary electon to the Legi_s&a- )
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tive Couuncil, can enly vote for an Iudian Christian;
and his vote will not be sought nor genoral ques.
tions discussed in the general interest with him,
by a Hindu or a Mahomedan or a European. The
suoesssful Indian Caristian cendidate will bhe
desmed to be a sutisiactory member if be smpha.
sized the separate intarests of his community,
though be negiscts measures for the benefit of the
State as 2 whols, or even opposes them. Our short
oxperispnce has bsen cufficient to warn us against
the perpetuation of a plan whioh exalts communal
patriotism ahove Indian patriotism and teaches
the elected representatives of the poople always to
remember that they are Mahomedans, Indian
Christians or Europeans even if they utterly forgat
that they are Indisns, It is necessary to remem-
ber that the experience of demooratic countrics
condeimns a system of franchisa like onrs and that
when it was first introduced inte this country, it
waoe defanded as o necessary evil to be kept alive
only so luns a5 minorities folt that they would not
be safe if thoy merged themsslves without distine-
tion in the gensral population. Instead, however,
of this growing reconciliation, a progressivs
es'rungament has tiken place, The minority
communities fael ¢£ill that they have to ba on their
guard sagoinst oppressors, What was tolarated
at first s a nepos:ary evil has coms to be cherish-
od as a valuable possession. In faot, so ronouns-
od is the detorioration that the icaders of certain
of these communities cpenly opposed ths expan-
sion of reforms in India as thouzh really oitizan-
ship of an India raised to the status of a Domi-
nion were worse than the oitizenship of a spaeial
community in a politically subordinats India.
A carrective is surely necded fo this sart of politi-
oal education which would stersatype the vassal-
sge of Indis, to allay the imaginary fears of & i
nority.

Taking the Moslem community for example,
they now oenjay what is compendiously oalled ex-
csssive represantaiion in the Councils. Suppose
wa divide this representation into two parts, one
whioh would be thsir due according to the numa-
rical proportion of the community and the other
which would form the excess, If the part whiech
is due be obtained, as at present, through separate
eloctorates and the excess through the general
elsotorates, by, the expadient konown as reserva-
tion of seats, thon the required corrective would
he provided to some extent: bacause in respict of
at least & certain number of seats, Hindus and
Makomedaus and Indian Christians and Eurs-
peans would vote together and the eandidates be-
longing to all communities would ocanvass on the
same terms, appealing to the same infterssts and
seeking to make themselves aosceptable to the
general community. All voters would thus be oifi-
zsns of the State, while some would likewise be
oitizens of their own oommunities. In the oase
of oitizans having two loyalties, a ohanos would
be affordad of lesrning to adjust and reconcile the
two, where now the larger loyalty languishes for

want of exercise, [no 1938 when the Qovernment
of Indis mads their praposalas to Lord Morley,
they recommended that after the ganeral elections
were over, and it was known how many Maho-
madan candidates had baen sucosssful, the balanoe
of the representation dus to that community
should be obtained subseguently througli supple.
mentary electiona at which that community alone
should vote. Mr. Gokhsls leat his support to
this idea, At that time the priceiple of sxoessive
repressntation had not emserged iat> clear visw,
Now that it has becoms a part of cur system, it is
perhaps wigs, while it lasts, to divide it, ns has
baan snzgested into the dus and ercass, Nha due
to bs seoured through specisl snd the excess
through genseral eleotorate. Whon measures are
in question which agitate the Moslem community,
their interasts would be adsguately safagaarded by
the membars comprising the dus; and it iy not
unlikely that eome membera comprising the excess
would support them. The community would thus
lose nothing while the State gains somewhat, The
objection that a Mahomedan would voty twice
while a Hindu could vote only once, though valid,
must bo dismisssd on fhe ground that some ano-
muly or other is unaveidable,

Should this proposal, which seams to us emi-
nontly reasonable, be discarded, an alternatlive
will be put forward here as the minimum reform
nacessary to safeguard ths principle, if not the
substauos, of State oitizsnship. In every minority
gonmuaity, we are sure thers are individuals who
would prafer, for franchise purposes, to be Indiauns
first and Moslems or Earopaans after. To tham
it is a panalty to be exciulad fiom tha ganeral
aad relezated t> a com-munal ragister. Tt does
not matter even if they ars exceadingly fow. The
State cannot bs deprived of a sinsle citizen. Our
sugzestion is that it should be open under the law
to o member of & minority conmunity to declate
baforahand whare he wouaid choose to ba enrolled
whethar in tha gensral or in the communal regis-
tor. Itie only the most advancad and patriotic
individuals wio would prefer tha goneral resgister.
Their example will in time spread in their ocom-
munity until s considerable body, say, of good
Mosiems or gooed Christians, have shown the
batter way and hastened the tims when the aboli-
tion of thas special electorats may be taken to
have come within the range of praciical politics.
Whether or not this consummation bacomes possi-
ble, we maintain that i is not right for a Stafe to
deprivs itself of the homage of any oitizea, nor is
it just to deny to a high-minded gitizon the larger
citizanship of ths country. We do not know any
valid considaration, unles: it bs the very minor
one of administrative convenienca, why any oiff2
zsns should be compulsoriiy segregated. This
reform is small; it is permissive; it carries no
potential disaster to minorities; and it seems to
us to be essential bafore our franchise law oan
olaim to be an onlightened plece of demooratis
Legisiation.
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« OPIUM POLICY.

* THE ANSWERER- ANSWERED.
I

MR, O.F. ANDREWS in his serles “Opium Poliey”
kindly contributed by him to us and intended an
an apswer to Mz, P. Kodanda Rao's articles in July
and August on the same subjeot, has asked for
further elucidation on several points, mainly in re-
gard to (1) Private Sales, (2) Morpkis, (3) Mauri-
tius, (4) Lesgue Policy, (5) Domestic Consump-
tion,

L Private Sales.—Mr, Andrewsr ightly observes
that “n very large proportion of the export opium fs
still privately anctioned”, a fast which according
to him "“accounts for a great deal of the mischief
done by opium poiscning in thé .world at larze",
mainly, it would appear, because “it is impossible
to say where this goes to” {p. 377). Reading this
one fesla sorely tempted to say to him, what he is
so fond of telling Mr. Kodanda Rao: " I have felt
certain that if ooly he had been able to study the
whele question further”......(p. 376 ).

Fornot pnly is it not “impossible fo say”
where the privately sold opium goes to, but we
shall prooeed to tell him, here and now :

%

DRSTINATION 1820 1021 1622 1923
Kohs 960 150 50 150
Baigon 950 1655 1760 £9%Y5
@ Macao “581 £40 0 240
2,881 2,845 2350 3,365
Total 10,241
No, of Chests sxported
both ucder direot
sales agraomsnts and '
through suotions 10,532 8,770 8,128 8544
- Total 36,964

M»r Andrews seems fo be under the fmpression
that, once opium is sold at these Caloutta anctions,
the purchaser oan do with his property what he
likes. This however is eniirely oconérary to the
facts. For the purchaser may not sell any of it in-
side India at all and, even for export, he requirea a
eertificate from the Government of the country, to
whioh he wishes to export, bafore the Indimn
Custome Officers will allow this opium of his to be
sxported,

Mr, Andrews sees a sinister purposs behind
private sales and turna them info an ocoasicn for
belabouring the Indlan Government: 2s s matter
of fact, the Indian Government is dead against
private sales and would discontinue them tomor
row, if only all foreign Governments { especially
Franos |} would fall into line and make their pur
chases direct from the Indian Governmeuf, as {s
already the oase in respect of 2/3rds of all the
oplum exported from India. Japan has practically

* atopped taking Indian opium; it 18 French Indo-

China snd Portoguese Macac whioh really
aocount for the continuanos ¢f the salea in India
o private msrchants, All the other Goveroments
of the world are taking the opium requiredin their
respeciive couniries from the Government of Indis
direct. One Government_daala with another and

the whole traffic in this case is sirietly andideally
nationalized, However, the Frenoh, J apanese and
and Portuguese -Governments refuse $o indent
direet from the Indian Government and insist on
leaving the busineas in the hands of private mer-
chants. In the circumstances it is understandable.
that the Governmeni of India refuses to supply
thesa foreign merchants snd refers the Iabier to
Indian privats merchants Heanoe the continuance
of the public auotions. But of couree sven In the
ease of these sales to private persons, the Govern-
ment of France, Portugal or Japan {as the case
may be) must issue certificatas, authorizing theime.
portation of each speoifio consignment o each
specific conasignes in their eountries, baforga H, M.'s
Customs in India will allow tha stuff £o leava India.
If then a Government is to blama for thsse
“privato sales”, it suraly is nof the Governmesnt of
India. Yet we have mever heard either Mr.
Andrews nor Miss La Moite nor any other wall-
meaning enthusiast even to breathe a word against
the real “oulprit” (1f oulpabilily there ias), L e,
Prance. Would any of them indeed be surprised
to hear, that it is our own Government, which is
actively negotiating with Inde-China and trying
to induce ifs Government to substitute & direot
sales agresmont for the present private trade ¥
Lest Mr. Andrews scent another * sinister
motive > behind the erescendo of Indian oplum im-~
ported by French Indo-China betwasn 1320 and
1923, we hasten to add that this increase is mersly
apparsnt, the quantity taken by that oountry fluc-
tuating viclently from year to year ag will be sson
from the following table of exporis to Indo-China @

Yoar Chegts
1913 = .., sen - 450
1514 w2150
1915 . - e 2673
1918 e s . 2625
1917 e - e 2585
1918 ser . 3730
1919 . e 1920
1920 . e 50
1921 e - . 1655
1522 . s 1760
1523 e avs ase 2075

Now if it is agreed that there is nothing “sinis.
tar " about these privats sales, there oan naturally
be no objection, to conduct them by way of publio
aunotions. It ia obvicusly desirable to kesp tha
price ss high as possible and this is better seoursd
by suctions than in any other way. How ofsotivse
this is, the prices secured testify, What iz now
done is to announce in September of each year the
number of chests that will ba put up to auction in
the next yoar. This pumber Is based on the pro-
bable requirements of {those onuntries which have
not snlered Initoc a direct sales agresment with
Indis, the most important of which, as pointed out,
is French Indo.China, )

2. Aorphia~~B8o much for the system of
“privats” sales. Now what about the use to which
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this opium is put, after it has been exported from
India ?

Mr. Andrews asserts that " the (Government
of Indis are extraordinarily reluctant to acknow-
ledge that the British manufacturers and otheza
ever use Indian opium for the manufacturs
of morphia and heroin” (p. 378), * bacause the
Indian-grown opium only contains 814 % of the
poison, while the Persian and Turkish opium
oontains 12 % " { p. 377 ). We are somewhat disin-
clined to beliave that the Indian Government has
eommitied itself to the sweeping statement that
Indian opium is never used for the manufacture of
morphia: anyhow, even allowing for a certain
amount of hyperbole in style, it is quite evident
that Mr. Andrews honestly beliaves that Indian
opium ig extensively used for the manufacture of
morphia: indeed when he expatiates on the million
* addiots " in the United States { p. 377 ), he obvi-
ously leads the reader to bsliove that the addie-
tion is to Indian opium, or, strictly speaking, to
morphia manufactured from Indian opium. Our
ohief regret, unfortunately, is that Mr, Andrews in
these articles of his' so rarely is “striotly speak.
ing:"” on p.403, e. g., he gives & harrowing pioture
of “what opium addiction is like"”, when as a matier
of fact it is morphia, &co. addiction that he means,

Now may we humbly remind Mr. Andrews
that India does not export and never has exported
a single grain of morphia or heroin or codein: nor
of cooain for the matter of that: simply bacaunse
there is in the whole of India not a single
plant exiracting these alkaloids from the raw
material. If the nthe plight of & million Amerioans
addicted to these alkaloids isso dreadful, as we
doubt not that it is: why, in the nams of common-
sense, go for the Goveramont of India instead of
for that of the Unitad States, which allows under
its very nose and jurisdiotion the manufacinre of
these dreadful drugs? Buf, as in the cass of Franos
in our remarks sud (1), we have yet to hear of
any reformipg enthusiast pillorying the Govern-
ments of the United Statea and Switzarland, for
allowing the * unrestricted *” manufasture of mor-
phia, &o,, &o. Yet it is the Governments of ths
U. 8. A, &o., which allow by impori ocertificats
the raw opium to get into their own countries first
of all and then allow it to be turned into the form,
under which alone it is used amongst the dsbaun-
ohed of its oitizens. But who ever heard Mr,
Andrews deoclaim against America and Switzer.
iand? No, it is always the Government of India,
which is to blame.

But the orowning fallacy in this conneation is
his assumption that it is Indian Opium whioch
forms——notwithstanding all protestations to the
oontrary-—the main raw moterial for the manufa-
oture of morphia, &o. Now it so happens that the
League of Nations has just published { July 22ad
1924 ) a summary of information with regard to
produotion and manufactare of opium, &o.
(0.D.C. 1), from which we oull the following

statistics regarding the Imporiation &f Raw Opium:

Toial

Imported by From Ee. Kg. Year

Balgium Franca 5 1923

rurkey 57

Graeace 260 322
Denmark Turkey 122 122 1822

(4. Britain 500
France Germany 1,100

Ttaly 304

Yugoslavia 1,006 1923

Qreacs ¢ 1,300

Turkey 5,109

India ang +

Othsr Asia- :

tic countries 200 9,800
Germany Turksy 58,812 : 59,882 1921
Great Britalo Tutkey §1,843

Persia 90{*

£

g'lotizpeoiﬁeé 1,669 64,229 1092
Japan Turksy 49‘12@

Peorsia 23,235

Indis g.ﬁgé

England 3

U?ES‘E;.. 4,292 78,880 1922
Sweden Turkey 450 460 1923
U.8. A, France 27

Gresse 11,016

England 15,309 .

Turkey 33,419 | 1,271 a2

In cther words, even if all the opium imporéed by
England from slsewhere than Turkey and Perzia
was Indian and waa re-exported to the U. 8. A.
and even if all the opium imported by the U. 8. A.
through France was Indian: the total amount of
raw opiam imported by the U, 8. A, from India
would in 1322 have amounted to 1637 Kz. out of &
total of 61,271 Kg., i. . fwo and three quarter per
cent. of tha total | What then about the Indian
Government and the Amsrican morphla addiots ?
What about the relative relevanse of Indian
and Near Eastern opium in reipect of Western
morphis addiotion? Does Mr. Aadrews abill
not find it *“ difficult to wunderstand how bit-
terly the American pesople fesl towards Indis
which is letting the opium poison looss upon the
world 2" ( p. 403 ). Or will he not kindly dirsot
97.2% of this * bitterness ” now towards the gentle
Levantina?

3. Msuritius,—Mr. Andrews makes a great
desl of the exports of Indian opium to this island.
The whols of his third article is devoted to “the
story about Mauritius Opium™ (pp. 389 ff. }, as
illustrating the immoral commeroial polioy.of both
the Governments of India and the British Colonial __
Governments, After the Hague Conventions of 1912
and 1913 the export of opium from India to Mauri-
tius had increased tenfold in six years and the
Governmaent of the island had inoreased its opium
ravenus from less than Rs. 20,000 to more thanr Rs.
4,80,000. Hore again the important point is over-
looked that the Hague Convention did not coms into



OCTOBER 186, 1524, ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

439

«general forco nntil 1920, Since 2ien there Azs been
- o export to Maurilius whatever, Mauritius appoears
40 have imported in 1916 unusual quantities for
- stooking purposes againat a fancied Inoreasa In
.price, The actual figures are as follows:

1816 125 Chests
1917 30 Chests
1918 47 Chesis
1919 == Chests
1920 85 Chests

- the average for the deoade 1911-20 amounting to
. 38.4 chests. "I would ask him therefore to study
- over agafn those Mauritius figures Yory oarofully
*indead” { p. 378 ). Quite 50 ; only it is Mr. Androws
wa would ask o do so, not Mr. Xodanda Rao,
Mr, Andrews quotes two Ordinances, the one
- of Jaly 29th, 1913, prohibiting the import of opium
altogether, except for medicinal purposes, as from
- January 1st 1914 ; and the Amending Ordinancs of
Deo. 23rd, 1913, deferring the coming into foros of
- the first ordinance, until the issus of a special
proolamation. Unfortunately he stops thers,
hinting at much sinister meaning behind it all,
_-‘.nd apparently quite blissfully igaorant that
"“thers was s war on" In most places for five voars,
-8 war which not only provented the ratifisation
-of Hague Opium Conventions, but actually tore up
not a fow other “soraps of papar”. Now the
Qovernment of Maurltlus, so far form allowing
1tself subserviently to be mads & dumping ground
for surplus opium which the Indian Governmsnt
wished to sell surreptitiously, did iasus, a8
‘scon as “normaley * was aétained, the maid
.proclamation, to wit on May 17th 1920, and undsr
it brought into operation as from Juns 30ih, 1920,
Ordinance 10 of 1914, So that as for “the story of
Mauritius” the naked facts are (a) that is is of
-only historioal intereat; (5) that even its history
~happens to bs terminologioally inexact,

INTERFERENCE IN STATES
ADMINISTRATION.

THE withdrawal by the Chief of Sangli of ths prd.
hibitory order so thoughtlessly issusd by kim some
time ago, will gige intense relief o many minds,
“for all thinking people ia Mahkaraskra bagan asking
themaelves, after the order: If 80 progressive s ruler
—and S8hrimant Appasahab is universally reoog.
-nised to be euch a ruler~-oould on ovoccasion be [ 1)
high-handed, what is one o expect of those othara
who have firmly parsuaded themselves that their
States are ordained by Providence for the gratifi-
-oation of their personal }desires ¥ If agitation of
the mildest possible type bseomss taboo in Sangli
~sould 1t even bs thought of slsewhere jin the
Deooan? When I was myaself raminating the
-sltuation caused by the ill-starred order of the
-Ohbief, I fall into eonversation with ons who,
though entirely unoconneoted with the affairs of
~the Sangli Siate, knows the ins and outs of many
-smaller states in Mabarashira., Ha told ma that I
wras too deeply affected by the order sither to pro-

nounocs a dispassionats indgment on its merits or to
put the blame for it on right shonlders and that the
critlos who had subjected the Chisf to mush severe
eriticiem did not make sufficient allowanoe for
the paouliar oircumstances in whioh all States ware
placed. I reassured him that the oriticism was
sharp junst bacanss Sangli Siate is oounted among
advanosd States. If the order had emanated from,
say, H. E. H. ths Nizam, of whom ncthing befter
is axpacted, ita arbitzariness would not hava given
that shoek of sarprise and anger which tha order
of tha Chief of Sangli did,and coassgueatly the
attack in that case would hava basn of a more
eonventional typs. Tho pungenoy of the ariticism
direcied against this order is therafore, properly
spoaking, a tribute to the enlightensd charaocter
of the rule of Sangli in normal coaditions,

" I am not sure that I suocceeded in inducing a
sympathatic undarstanding of my point of view in
my audifor, but I urged him at enoo to sot out, for
my behoof, the peouliar cirsumastances, owing to
which the rulers of Indian States have, scosrding
to him, to do things against whioh their own con-
science ravolis and yeb are unable to declare
openly at whose bidding these ocbnoxious desds are
baing done. His plea in one word was that the
British offizers did not allow Indian Prinoss io
govern their States in obediencs to their best im-
pulses and—h» added with a founch of sarcasm—
that they were not altogether without a share of
good impulses, These officers! hardly ever inter-
ferad with the ralerz if they refused to endow
thelr States with popular assemblies or withdrew
suoh assembliee whaere they existed, or abridged
the liberties of their subjects within the narrowsst
possible limity, or imposed & crushing burdan of
taxation and squandered a larzas proportion of it
on thelr own parsons without accounting for the
moniss thuas wrung from the poor, paraitied their
police to oppress the poople and allowed gross
abusss to go on in the adminlstration of justice.
But if the rulers, on the eonirary, dosirad to take
one atap in advanos of the British, then the repra-
sentatives of tha Brltish Goverament -wonld coma
down heavily upon the rulers and make their lives
an intolerable burden. If they showad themsslves
to be more indulgant to populaf agitators, they
would be written down as disloyal and thars would
be no mors hope for them. If they wishedto -
introduoce rapresentative instltutions and devolva
a littla of their powsr upon- the peosple, again
they would earn the frowns of the British officers,
aad it was nos generally known what ab an
awesome maeaning the frowns of Britissh offi-
oors oonvayed to Indian rulers. In those cirenm-
stanoses what ocould the poor wratohes—Indian
ralers—do? _

Suach was, in substance thoigh not in form,
the reasoning that was addressad to ms. I had
never overmusch belief in the plea of Indian rulers
baing held baok from their progressivs intentions
by British officers of svil design, and I always
thought that this was moerely a convenisnt exouss
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nsed by rulers whose own autocratic instinets were
strong enough’without being backed up by any out-
side prossure.
administration was & by-word for erratic and oruel
tyranny, who always used the stalking-horse of
the British officers to cover_ his misdeads. T voiced
my uifer incredulity in this matter, but thers being
little hope of any agresment betwesn ua on this
point, I proceeded fo reason with him on the basis
of the facis supplied by him. This would mean,
I said, that Indian rulers must always be more
backward than British rulers. If they are them-
selves eovilly disposed, they would of ocouise go
muoch farther than the British Government ocould
ever do in the suppression of popular liberties and
such other matters; but if they have the heart in
the right place, if they are keoanly desirons of help-
ing forward the progress of the people, even then
they must lag behind the Briticsh Governme:n$ in
all matters tending to the advancement of their
subjects. If the best of Indian rulers must be ¢t
least a little more autocratio, at least a little less
pregressive than the British Government, then
what is the use of keeping up the States at all?
The British Government itself allows the utmost
latitude fo popular upheavals in its own territory.
The self-resiraint it showed in face of the worst
phases of the non-co-operation movement was in
several ipnstances quite exemplary. If, howeaver,
even the more advanced of Indisn rulers canmo:
suffer Mahatma Gandki to dsliver one of his most
inoffensive speeches in their States, nsis the case,
lest their reputation for loyalty should be destroy-
ed, why should the Indian pation cherish Indian
Princes so much ? Is it not, on the contrary, to
thoir infereat to work for the effasement of all
Indian States from India’s map ?

If therefore it is desired by the Indian rulers
that the public should credit them with good in-
tentions frustrated by the Sataniec Governmeni,
they must privately and publioly refuse to obey the
behests of the British officials in matters in which
they have no legal authority, and be prepared to
run all the risks thet thie may invoive., When,
e. g., Mahatma Gandhi or Maulana Mahomed Ali
goes to ap Indian State and wishes to addiess the
publio, he must havs at least as much freedom to
do so therein as in British India. If the ruler of the
State in gquestion is pressed {o prohibit the mosat-
ing by the representative of ihe British Govern-
ment, he must summon courage enough to argue:
if the British Goverbment itself allows all such
agitators to carry on their propagands without let
or hindranoce, why should I atop such agitation in
my territory ? If agitation bs bad, let the British
Government itself show me the way by shutiing it
out from its own territory. If it is good, why
should it notf prosper in an Indian State? The
least that an Indian Prince sould do in these oir-
ocumstances is to ask for a writfen order to put
down sgitation in his State if such is the desire of
the British Government, and nok to submit to in-
terual pressure on any account. If he takes up

I know of at least one ruler whose |

suoh s bold attitude, he will have the support of
his own subj:cts and of the entire Indian populs-.
tion in British India as well. Let him fight out.
his battles with this support, Of course he will
come ipto trouble with the British Goveroment,.
but ali the perils of such a position he must face.
After all there will not be many perils. In law
he is nof a subordinate of the British Government;
hs is its ally and must be free to govern his State
sccording to his ideas and acoording to the
wishes of his own subjests, Now he has alwaya-
to act as if he was for sver (0 be subsarviant to the
Government. This happens because he has not yet
secured the poodwill and warm support or his sub-
jects. Assured of this, he can bs sirong enough to
measure swords {metaphorioally, of course} with
the British Goveromant. But so long as he does
not ally himself wiih his subjocts and dare the
British Goveramsnt to do its worst, but only suc-
cumbs to private {hreats, so long his plea that he
is himself good, but has to aot like n bad raler
bacause of the evil influence and even cosreion
of the British Government, will fail to ocarry
oconviction. If he is not openly in quarrel with
the British Government and ie sti]l autocratis,
i.e.,, withholds popular assemblies from the people
and retains 21l mannar of repressive laws on the.
statute book, does not provide eduoational facili-
ties for his people, makes large revenus outof
drink traffic, increases ths burden of taxation and.
malkes large inronds on ths public treasury for
his own peraonal expenszer, puts down all publio
agitation for the attainpment of greatsr political
rights—he will be regarded as adopting this poliog
out of his own free will and not as driven into it by
the wicked British Government. Ha should then
expect no sympathy at the hands of the poople,
8. M. G

REVIEW,

CONDITION OF EDUCATION IN KENYA.

REPORT OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
or KENTA For 1923. ( Nairabi, 1924.) 82 type-
seript pages, foolscap.

Tar Report by Mr. J. R, Orr, the Director of Edu-

cation in Kenya, for the year 1923 does not present

any new departores. In fact no substantial changes
in the system of edncation can be expucted till time:
has come to record the action taken by the Adminie-
tration on the resport of the Phelp-Stokes Fund

Commiasion and the report of Mr. Hussey, the

Sondanese expert, which reports are now in the

hands of the Government, But the old features

still persist : almost eatire neglect of native edaca.”
tion and the stepmotherly treatment given to

Indian education as compared to European edaca.

tion.
Taking the second point first, we fiad that the

Earopean community is at present depeading altoge-

ther upon the Stats for the education of its children.
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“There were only foar private schools before { one of
which was a High School and two Kindergartena),
snd the average number of pupils on roll was not
above 20 in either of them, but all thess were.closed
-1ast year, thus throwing the entire white population
-{ which sarely is in & better position to fend for it-
self than any other community ) on the hauds of the
"State. In the Government schools for the Euro-
peans there were, in 1923, 423 papils on the school
books ; which is not & very high proportion, consi-
dering that the total white population of Kenya is

_ 8,000, Itisnot higher thau.what obtains among

‘the In(%ian community, wher>out of the total 23,000
population 1403 pupils were at school on an averags
dast year. But what is coleworthy in these fignres
is that, while the State ministers entirely to the edu-
cation of the whites, it leaves more than half the
school-goiag children of the Indian commanity to be
provided for educationally by private agencies. For
of the 1403 pupils only 620 atisnd Government
schools, while all the rest attend private schools

Bome of these schools are fairly big, being attended
by over a hnndered boys—and girla.

Not only doea the State exact nothing from the

rich European eottlers for the edacation of : their

~children, bat eqnips Buropean schools far mors libe-
rally than it does the Indian achools—and they are

only two—that it maintains. ¥, g. in European

schools providing education for ouly 428 papils a
‘teaching staff of 32 is entertained ; while in Indiaz
achools which cater for the eincation of 620 pupils

the staff consist of only 25 teachess. The quality of

the teachers also is inferior. OFf the 15 teachers
employed in the Indian School at Nairohi only seven
are trained, and the Headmaster reports, **Most of
the teachers are guite capable of teaching Iafant,
Juanior and the first three classes of the Senior ase-
tion of the school, but not one out of the whole Iot
can take any subject in the 9th and 10th class, i. e.
to prepare the boys for the Matrionlation Examina-
tion of the Bombay University.” Again Mr.
Maxwell, Adviter on Indian Education, reports,
“With onlya fow pupils in each class, s teacher
in usnally responsible for at lsast three standarde.”
{ Italics ours. )™ The European schools however are
well-eqaipped for preparing candidates for the Lon-
don Matriculation and the Cambridge Local Exs-
minations (12 were presentsd for ths Jaunior and
an equal number for the Preliminary last year.)

The preferential treatment acoorded to Euro.
poan schools is, howevsr, beat seen from the larger
expenditurs incurred by the State on their acconnt.
On Earopean schools ( providing sducation for fewer
than 500 pupils ) the total amount expended was
sbge. 375,800, while on Indian schools ( providinz
for the aducation of 1403 pupils ) less than half that
amount—shgs, 183,526—was expended. To be
quite fair, e must mention that the State gsts by
way of boanding foes & net revenus of shgs. 52,800
from European children and an excess of shga, 10,688

by way of tmition foes over what is recoversd im
Indian sshools. But this accounts only for some
shge. 64,000, Bat the real magnitude of the dis-
proportion in the State’s ceantribution to ‘the edacs-
tion of the two commanities will appear when it
is remembered how greatly in sxcess the Iadian
pays in taxes over his Earopean confrere,

The injustice from which the Indian commuuity
saffera is, however, nothing when compared to the
almost somplete peglect of native education of
which the Kesya Governmsnt is goiltgs It wogld
appear that altogether 43,311 uative children were
at school in 1923. Ia these Arab children are also
incladed. This bears a low enongh proportion to the
little nnder three million population, but the ednca«
tion provided is mostly of the most rulimentary
character. Even 0, what part doea the State play
in the eduecation of the native? Of the 43,311
children who are receiving edacation of however
primitive a kind, only 1,240, or less than 3%, are
in Glovernment schools, the education of all the
rest being condacted by mission bodies. The grant
to Missions too amounted only to shgs. 197,200 or
18.6% of the total edncational expenditure, while
the contribution to Eurcpean education (for 428
children) constituted 35.47, or nearly donble. How
biz is the native’s contribation to the total revenues
of the country and how little of it is spent on the
native’s owa betterment ia & theme on whick much
hag been written before, and it is not desired to enw
Iarge on it here. It is safficient to draw the reader’s
attention to the fact that no signs are visible in the
report under review of an attempt being made to
alleviate the cruel injustice done to him in ever so
amall a degree,

There is, however, one point to which it wounld
bs well to advert here, and it ia the depreciation of
literary or intellectnal education and the exaltation
of woeational edacation. OF the groat gwefalnesy of
the latter to the African thers can bs no two opi-
nions : he requires training and gnidance in every.
kind of handicraft. Bat literary education has claima
which e¢in never be egualled by the oclaims of
technical education. For it enables him not only
to earn a livelihood, but to lead his fellow-conntry-
wen into paths of usefuluess. An intellectnally
awakened African will not consent much longer to
bs the wage-slave of the white he now is, aad no
wonder the whites pour ridionle and contempt over
any plan providiog literary education of any other
than of the elomentary standard. For the technieal
education of the African, however, the Ecropean has
much enthugisem, not only because ke is thereby
held back from the education ;that will emancipate
him, bat also becanse it will tend to weaken the
competition of his own (European’s) rival, ¢. ¢. of the
Indian. A recent article in the Timee said, A year
sgo this desaltory public interest was given definite
direction by the political sitaation, particulacly the
conviction of prominent leadsra of the Ssttlers’ Party
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that the real solation of the Indian question lies in
the ability of the community to squeezs out the
Asiatic 85 an economic factor and replace him by
pkilled or semi-skilled Africans.. .. Naturally, there-
fore, technical education of the African iz a favoured
method of preparation of the Kikuyu and the Kavi-
rordo, and I am afraid that responsible officers of
the Administration have not been able to withstand
the influence upon edncation policy of the politiesl
campaige on the sabject of eliminating the Asiatic.”
The effect of the change in this policy was immedia-
tely noticeable. “In the 1924 Eudget the grants
to Missions for literary and technical edncation
heve been reduced by 30 per cent., and now stand at
about £10,000, while the word ‘literary’ has been
definitely deleted.”

The State has adopted this policy in obedience to
the behests of the white settlers and the only people
that try to withstand it are the BMissionaries who
““believe that their efforts shonld be directed to the
improvement of the African in his own home in the
regserves and not to the preparation of the skilled
artisans, in competition with State schools, for the
purpose of supplying European employers esugaged
in a political movement.”” It remains to be seen
if, asa result of the inquiry of the Phelp-Stokes
Fuand Commission, this policy i8 altered, but, as in-
dicated in these columns before from the forecasts
of some white settlers of the Commigsion’s work,
thers is nct much hope of any radical changs being
effected. The Indians, for their part, welcome all
efforts to improve ;the productivity of the African,
but they cannot shut their eyes to the fact that the
African’s primary need is for such education as will
awaken him to the exploitation to which he is
gubjected by inmigrant communities and will
goggest to him the means of procaring his libera-
tion from the Londs of slavery in which he is now
held.

S. G. Y.
CORRESFONDENCE

UNITED CONGRESS.

THE VIEW OF A LIBERAL.

Below we print extracts from a private letter from a valued
fricud whe beloags to the Liberal party explaining kis indivi-
dugl vicw of what the Liberal party's offitude should be
to Mahatma Gandhi’'s proposels for a United Congress. For
the moment the quesiion has receded infe the background,
but as if muy be raised ornee again and all of us will have to
forsm opur own judgment on i3 merits, our readers will perhags
be wnierested fo have Hhis cxpression of wiews, If need hardly
be gdded ihat the vicws are personal o the writer and must
not be taken as veflecting the considered opinion of the
Liberal party as such, )

“ COntho faco of it, as meems to me from private con-
sultations, two difficulties will be aprebended im the way
of a United Congresa once again: (I} the condition about
spinping and the weariog of khaddar and (2) the Con-
gress crecd. On the Becond point I do not fesl any
seripnus difficulty. The Cengress crecd differs from curs only
in being more elastic. There is noihing in it to which we

can take s positive objsction. At warst it adwmits asveral
people, whom, by our cresd, we wou'd exciuds., Can we at
all make that a ground for keeping away ? It must be
ramembsred that our going into the Congress does not
naooesarily mean a severances of connsetion with our
party organization. If in the Liberal Federation we scan
¢arry on our normal political activitiss on lines entirely
approved by us, why should we objest to asecciats, for a few
daywe in the year, {for that Is what it will amount to}, with
men who coms inona wider oreed, or a eoreed which is less
previse than our own? We sars curselves now dangerously
gear the ling where Swaraj outside the Empire is not only a
theoretioal ideal, bat wvractical politica, Not very long age,
we asid openly that if equality was denied us we would go out
of the Empire. Ia it then for us to refuse to join a Congress
that has adopted a oreed whioh contemplater, by jmplica~
ticr, Self-Government outside the British Empire oniyassa
distant goa! and which, whenever an atterspt is made to give
it the form of indepsndence from Graat Britain, receives more
strenuous oppesition from Mahatma Qaadbi than wenld be
offered by the most confirmed Moderates? As tor the means
4o be smploved for reaching this goal, sonsiitutiozal agitation
vergus legitimate and peaceful agitation, the question does
not arize bscauss the extra-copstitutional agitation of non-
so-opsration is being abandoned, and it is on that basis thas
we arg-discussing Mr, Qandbi’s proposals. -

“The condition about spinoing presents real difficulty. We
do not belisve sither in the spirituality or the economics of
the oharka, as Gardhi expounds it. Sball we then lesd our-
sclves to a propagaada in which we have no faith? What I
would say is, let us explain our difficulty to Mahatma Gandhi
and do our best to persuade him to drop, or at least to relax,
this condition. A similar attempt is likely to b> made by the
Swarajists also. By the Independents imn the "Legislative
Ansembly most certainly. If we present to him the ethical
aspect of the matter, that it would mean a coercion of our
judgment, the argument will appea! to him.

“Wea must bring to his notice the fact writ large on the face
of our contemporary politics that tha utier collapse of non-co-
operation that is so patent now-a-da¥s is due not to the sud-
den warning of pecple’s faith in that movement but ¢o the
make-bslieve in which most of the prominsent leaders indulged
from tha very first. They never inwardly believed in i%
though outwardly they swore by it. When thersfore they are
now found recantirg their former publiely expressed opinions
it must not be supposed that circumstsnces have effected a
changs in their views. They have never been in two minds on
this question. Now and sver bsfore they have regarded non-
so-operation not only as shimerical but a3 mischievous, and
geeing that they were desgined to fail if they mede an attempt
to counter the movement, they professed to follow it, &t the
sama time mentally registering a2 vow that when the movement
became less popular, azit waa bound to do in course of time,
they would be its most strenuous oppoperpts. This policy has
Ied to what waa aptly described in the SERVANT OF INDI) &8
widespread moral atroph¥.

“siahatma Gaodhi must be warned in sclemn tones
agaimt repeating the same mistake. If the Swarajists
sgain find the proposals for unity too populst with the masses
o bo resisted with safety, they will agree to the condition
about spinning, though never for one moment seriously intond~
ing io oarry it cut. Gandhiji will then perhapa havs the
momantary ratisfaction that his creed of Xhaddar has made
& wide appeslin the country, but this satisfaction is sure toba
frilowed by a much more crusl disappoiniment than ke has
now sustained, and weo must try and save him from it. Thers
i3 no one who paysamoretender regard for the individualcon-
viotiona of other pecple than Mahatma Gandhi, andif he knows
that there iathroughout thecountry (despite appearances) keen
mistrust and active disbelief in his charka, I feel aimoat cér«
tain that he will not inaist vpon daily half-an-hcur's spicning
us o condition precedent to Congress membership. If he has
given up nen-sc-operation itself, can he not be inducad to give
up spinoing ? In pon-oc-operation of sorts pecple had at lnast &
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-glimmering of falth: at all events they loved to triffe wiih
#¢; but yon oan never whip up even a faint intersst in spinniag
4 B the masses.
“Parzonaliy thersfors I feel that there will not bs much
difficuliy in replasing this oonditionm sbout spinniag by cue
. like the snoourigement to swadeshi in its broad sense, as was
suggestsd fo some gquarters, Though this is my opinienl
sirongly deprecats uting :harak words of suoh of our leaders
like Dr. Besant as bave agresd fo the condition of spinaiog.
After all wo musi admit tasi by sgreeing to spin, they are
. osrtainly not noting against their consslence. At worst,
they are, for the wake of resioring unity in the Congrems,
agreeing o0 do a thing abous the utility of which they are not
wholly oonvineed. Spinniog i3 not positively injuricus as
won-oo-opsration was, and therafere lt must not ‘be auppos-
« -~od that by giving bor cousent tg join, Mrs. Besant, e g,
has exposed herself to the charge which the Bwarajists
-inourrsd, viz, $hat of hypocrisy. Shte "doss not profess to be
convinced by Gandisi's olaims about spinging, Her owa
-vlew of the sharks she has mot concealed, But she sais
sc muoh store by nrity that she iz prepared to employ s
part of her time in work thst is not the moit usaful,
There s nothing in this whick is morally objsstionable.
Besides, It muat bs romembored that the nooeptance of
this condition by her {o sontingent upon thers belag unity in
the Congreis in the event of the falfiiment of the oconditions
~by bier and her followers, i. e, comntingent npon silwothers

- scospting the sondition and going in.”"
. »

HOUBING OF UNTOUCHABLES.
To TEX EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

Bib,~I have read with great interast, tempered with fasi-
ings of pain apd grief, the disoussion that toock place ip the
Bombay Munisipal Corporation last Monday over Mr. Kanji's
-motion on'the subjest of ejection of some relatives of Halal-
khors sod Bhaogie reeiding iu Muanicipsl chawls at Val-
pakhady, Mazgacn. I am glad in.s way that the Comminssicner
‘took the drastie stsp, presumably . at the instancs of hias
Hoalth Department suborginates, of turning out bag and
baggage on the strest some of the :ainti?: of Bhangi smploy-
-~eo8, inclnding the husband'in one caee,” as admittsd by ths
-Comm!ssionesr himself, for that will force public atiention on
-the ssricuy disabilitise that untouohable oastes of Dheds,
“Bhaogis and Mabars are plaved pnder in the matter of housiog
-1a Bombay. Itis a patent faot that even the oultarad men of
these castes fad lnsuperabls diffionlty in getiing rooms to
live in either for love or money, sven oa payment of fil]
- soonomis rant, uniens they mansge o pass off as mea of soms
tonchable caute. [ know of oates where even high officers of a
.publioc body Iike the Improvement Trust have resfused roomys
¢o vary deceat mon of the Dhed Sante, merely becauss of
their caste. I know of s rivh Hindu landiord of Bombay
belng requested by no less a person than Mahatma Gandhl
10 erect & chawl, at least to st out veoant iand for ersoting
huts, foz the exelmln use af thess breibren, but without any
cosult, Nay more™ I know of cases in which people of Dhed
-oasiadriven from thsie villages by soatoity and poverty to the
City of Bombay, sre compelled against their will to scoept ths
ork of Halalkhors, though their own and their ancestral
oooupsiion was that of the weaver, merely to pat & few square
fass of sovareds apaos—mind you, it is no home,—for himself
and his family to streich thsir llmbs, in Municipal Bhangt
-chawls For o other landlord, whether habsa Hindu, Paral or
Moslsm, would dars lst cut & reom to a Dhed tea:her or
“Isboursr dor any coasideration. Even the Improvemant Trust
hay tolet out a whele ohawl—naver% room or roomsina
-cbawl—to & Mabar ora Dhed, muck Iess tos Bhaogi though
tha lattet may not ba:doing the work of asioal removal of
nighwsoil, Bueh in the publio prejudics that kesps ths whole
-oaste numbsting thousands ever degraded, and ofien homelass
and at the maroy of the Munioipai Commissioner,
But I must not lst this cpporinnity pass. of mentioning
cne mors result of this untouobadility on the morals of some
~of our Health Dapartmont sobvordinates, Now-it is well knswn

that the Municipality has not besn sble {c build its owmn
chawis for housing all its employsas of the oconzervancy
dspartment, f meac aWaspors and Halalkhors, even at this
date. Bo theze is soostantly a dearth of living fooms for
them. As socn as &8 ew Muaioipal ochawl is baili and ready
for ogoupation, of course on paymeut ol ths rent charged by
the Muniolpslity, the right of asoupation is regulariy sold by

tke Inspeoctor in charga for a sum varying from fifty 4o hon-

dred rupeos a room, and thus the Inspeotor, and with him

zome others make a iittle fortunse every time a now chawl is

sccupisd. This sale does not take placs by s publis ausiion,
but olandsstinely through Bhangt Makadam, the ususl agsne

of the Inspecfor and others. Malpractises of this kiad of

sgueezing money from poor sweepoers and Halalkhors of

Bombay by the Inspestorial sta® are many and varied, but
ax they are not relevaat to the subjsot in hand, I rest content

with meraly allading to them.

In the matter of housing membars of the natounehable
aastes, it s not only the Hinda landloris who are to blame
but Parst and Mosiem also. All ars agrssd iz tabaoing seoh
tenants, lest tholr pooksts should bs afected. Governmsaé
and philanthropiste may start spacial achools for theiz ohildren
or may ersot spacial public taps or construst wells for their
benefit, but will nebody in Bombay undertake to build special
chawls for them in suiteble localities? Will not thowe rich
rasn who endow thefr thousands angd lakhs in building templss,
dharamshalas snd sanatorinms direct their kind attention io
the housiag or these uaforiunate brethren, from whom we take
the moanest and most necessary servios ¥ Surely, Bombay is
not yet barren of such busicess-men who will invest thelr
monoy in aush & humans cause and for the hsip of tha
down-ircdden.~—Yours; etc.

A. ¥V, THAEKAR,
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