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TOPICS OF THE. WEEK.

IT ia a great pity that Mr. Lansbury
‘i"!“"{{,“*: Judictal goragd to drop his motion for the
removal of Mr. Justics McCardie
fr&?n {he Beboh E™his unjudicial conduct in the
O'D¥yer-Nair oase. There may ba more in the
Promier's statement than is vouchsafed to us sinece
it ustisfed so untamable papirit as Mr. Lansbury;
but we must say, from what has bsen oabled to
this sountry, that Mr. MacDonald’s explanation
is highly uneatisfaoctory. He contends that the
Judge" obifer dic’a, however unforunaie, do not
amount to that degree of fault which would con-
-siitutp & ground for his dismissal. This opinion
sesms to be bared upon the fact that the objection-
able words coour nob in the judgmect but in the
Judge's summing up. Spesking as laymen, it
appears to us that it s as urtiudicial In a judge
to give a _wrong direotion to the jury as to
give uniust deoisions. Mr, MacDonald also pleads
that Mr. Justiovs MoCardie delivered himself of
the passage comp'ained of on Insuffioient informa-
tion, On the contrary the whole purport of the
Judge's remarkas is that the Hunter Committee's
decision was based on insufBolent facts|and that he
had sinoe brought to his notics other grounds that
hagd not been presented to the Huunter Committes,
and in the light of this further information he laid
down tbud General Dyer wasy wrongly punished by
th,» Seqratary of State for Iadia. Again, 1¢ ia not
Jnly the obiter dicta of the Judge that &t oomplain-
od of, but the whole mathod of investigation
adopted by the Judge. It is quite wrong o base
the condemnation of the yJudge only on his un.
nesceesary aad uniuatlﬁahio attempt to whi\‘.ewash
General Dyer,

* 'Q %

egeoutiva head anrds as no mannar of satisf&s-'
tien. for howevar deep!y oopcarned we may be sa

1 =ack ths ‘proper conslitutional remedy in the cage

of a Judge who has brought the Banch into disorgss
dit, we ars still anxious to preserve iniactthe granf
prinoiple of the Judge's independsnce of the exeow
tive, The authority to censure a Judgs is not the
Permier but the Houses of Parliament Our griek
is all the more poignant because. we fesl that
the prime oonsideration which we:glhd ¢ §ith tha
Prime Minister in urgicg MesIsmmibury not-fo-
press #he quastigd ﬁj_aaw %ha fear that diss
cussion of the question would exacerbaje (Anglo-)
Tadian feeling in this country. When the Sithday.
Témes blurted it ¥ht only the previous day, wewdid “l
not for a moment think it repressnted Mr Maoc-
Donald’sstate bf mind eorrectly. But thisis precisely .
the consideration that he puts in the foreground.
Well, wa suggest it is an altogether unworthy
motive whicH the th’tefﬂallowed to dominate
him. Where the conduct of s Judge is in ques-
tion, the only relevant consideration is whether
the Judge acted bona fide or with a racial or other
biae, and it iz as wrong of the Prime Minister to
geak to burke a question whish calls. imperaﬁlvely
for & prompt disoussion from fear that it will in-
flame publio fee){ng as for the Judge to import irre-
levant questions”into the trial. As it is, however
what will inflame publie feeling is not the discus-
efon of the question but iis suppression—by the
the Labour Ministry, whose clear duty lt was to
vindicate the people’s right to remove s Judge
aﬂpu&ix influenced by exira-judicial congidera«
BE, ) -
% ! - * * *
THE personnel of the Raforma In.
quiry Committes is now comg’ieta,
- The non-official dement in it is,
on the whole, well chosen. The selection of Su
Tej Babhadur Bapru, Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer, Dr.
Paranjpye and Mz Jiopah Is above cavil. The
inclusion of Mr. Chintamani in the Gommittes
would have been of incaloulable value, but it is too

The Reforms
Comaitios.
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much to expect that his name would have besn re-
commernded by the United Provineces Government,
after what they suffered at his hands recently. The
refusal of Pandit Motilal Nehru to acoept member-
ghip stamps the party of Swarajists as persona who
will offer unreasonable orificism from -outside but
whe will run away from the test of responsibility,
His plea that the scope of the committee is too
closely restricted to aliow him to be assooiated
with it is much {oco thin ¢o wearen sireven of
plausibility. It is true that this Committee is not
the Round Table Conference he had asked for, but
the non-Swarajist Nationalists, among whom Mr.
Jinnah counts himself, had also united in making
this demand; still it did not prevent Mr. Jinnah
from agreeing to serve on the Committse. Swara-
jists have no cbjsction io working on other bodies
of far less national importance than this Com-
mittee, even with restricted terms of refsrence, ob-
viously is; for instance, Pandit Motilal did not
soruple to serve on the Selsot Committes of the
Protection to Steel bill, but ha felt there was an im-
passable barrier between himself and a Commities,
whose labours would certainly result in some mea.
surs of constitutional advanee. If this measurs
proves to be narrow because of want of suffioient
popular support, the SBwarsjists will have to thank
themeelves for the resulf.
+* * *

FROM the beginning we have held
the Travancore Government respons-
ible for the struggle that has been
going on at Vaikom for the removal of & glaring
oivie disability on certain Hindu castes. These
castes are not allowed to use certain public roads,
and we have repeatedly expressed the view that
the enlightenad Government of Travancora, which
has removed several such disabilities in respect of
sohools, entry into State service, &o, ought to have
removed the disability relating to public roada also.
Some of our contermporaries, however, were of the
opinion that it was not the Travancore Govern-
ment which stood in the way but publiec opinion,
and if it expressed itself in favour of throwing open
all roads to the unapproachable Hindus, the Gov-
ernment would be only foo glad to give effect to
that opinion. The attitude of the Government to-
wards this question in the Travancore Legislative

Council that met some days ago, howsver, leaves
no shadow of doubt that the entire responsibility
rests with the Durbar. Several quastions wers put
in the Council asking for a statoement of polioy of
the Government in this matter. The auswers wera
either evasivs or not forthcoming at all. A rasolu-
tion hod been tabled and it had found a place on
the agenda, But the Dswan-President refused to
give facilities for its discussion, The whole of
the allotied time was taken up by official busi-
ness and when a request was maie to extend the
meseting it was refused point blank. ~This is tha
more ipexcusable because the Dewan himssif
had previously declared that he would abide by
the decision of the Legislative Council. The
Government apparent!ly ohanged their mind and
adopted & course whichk was not straightforward
whon they saw that the desision of the Ceounecil

The Responsibliity
for Yatkom,

wag going to be in favour of the removal of the

disability. It is very regrettable, becauss Tra.

;anocra is in most respects a very progressive
tate.

» » N

WE saw last woek what astion the

Stalemate in ., P,
Bengal Governmeni proposes to

take in order to mest the situation oreated by the
exercise of obstructionist tactios by the Swaraj
party in that provinece. We de not know vat what
the C. P. Government intends to do with a view to
esraping from the deadlock oreated there by the
same party- The Swarajists spread the rumour
some time ago that the Government would have
an election soon and were already_busily engaged<
in manipulating it. But the election seems long in
coming. In fact the Swarajists now fes! aggrieved
that the Government are carrying on without go-
ing again to the country snd giving the Swarajiets
anotier chanoce of coming out on top. If they were
mancuvring to force the (Government to hold an
election by their earlier propgganda they have been
severaly disappoinéed. There is no reascn for
Governmant to imagine that a fresh election would
vield any other result. They may also feel that
if the constitusnciss are now to transfer their
suffrages to politicians of a different complexion, it
iz best that the constituenciss were broughtto a con-
thaes ciousness of the harmful effects of the Swara-
jist policy, as they arelikely to be if the election
wera poatponed for a few months. It may also be
that tha Governmont are waiting to see how the Non.
cc-operator-Swarajist controversy, and also the in-
ter Swarajist squabbles are going to end, for if there
is a clean out between the partiesa as may wall be,
GovernmentperhapssxpectthattheC. P. Swarajists
at least will not seruple to accept ministerships,
and, when responsibility is once undertaken their
policy will be materially differsnt- So farasons
can guess, therefore, the*C- P. Government’s policy
seems to be to " wait and see,” In any ocase the
general election does not appesar to he in the im-
mediate future.
» » k4

PROTECTION has besn aoccorded to
the steel indusiry, but the grievan~

cea of Iabour remain unredressed.
Promises wera profusely held out when the tariff
bill was being discussed that although labour pro-
visions could not, owing to technical reasons, be
introduced in the measure for nrotection; still the
rights of workmen employed in thie indusiry
would be protected as if, following the model of
Australia, clausss in the interest of labour were
inserted in the Act itself. These anticipations
have, however, proved groundless, and the publie
disappointment does not become any less keen
because the Swarajists have helpad in rob’oiqg
labour of its due. At & meeting of labourers in
Jamshedpur, Mr. C. R. Das, a member of the Con-
ciliation Committee hasiily improvised to avert an
adverss decision in the Assembly, pompously de-
clared thatthe Jamshedpur Labour Association
had been recognised by the employers *’ on approv-
ed trade union lines.” The widsly advareisggi
racognition ¥s useless, in the existing ecireufin
stanoes of the industry, if it is accompanied by the
condition that the office-bearers of tha Association
have to be ssleated by labourers from among them-
selves or from men who have had experiance of
such work. As the industry is so young in Indis,
there are hardly any men available who have
passed out of this or similar stesl works and. who
oan conduct the affairs of the Association in an

Jamshedpar
Labour.
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independent spirit. . For the present, therefore*
office-bearers have to be selected outside the ranks
of Iabour, from among men who are interested in
labour In a gereral sort of way. Mr. Andrews in his
memorandum has laid the- utmost eimphasis on
this, and since the liberty of the Asscoiation to
echoose ita own execuntive, is resiricted so narrowly
oontrary to his recommendation, it is clear that the
reoogunition of the Association is robbed of much

of its value, .

» A re T

'TEE Indisn Jaw Soclety of Bom-

Indixn Law Society,

bay which was started last year
» with the Iate Sir Narayan Chandavarkar gs Presi-
dent, is to be warmly ocongratnlated on having
opened & Law College inPoona from the 20th of
this month, Hitherto & complete law course conld
be gone through only in Bombay, and thoss who
know the percentage of oasualities that the Bombay
olimate and Bombay life inflict on the students
who go there will agree that the Law Sosiety have

done an act of public mervice in starting the

College at Poona. Already abont 300 students bavg
joined it and a hundred more may be expectad to
join iu the pext few days. The olasses mre ut pre-
sent held in the Fergusson College: and since there
. Is no doubt about the success of the institution, the
Booiety will soon take steps to have buildiprgs of
its own—of course with, the generous help of the
publio. Its claim is rendered irresistible by the
sacrifice made by the Professors of the College.
They are distinguished praotitioners at Bombay,
Poons and sisewhers and havs pgreed to serve Lhe
Coliege for thres years withou ion, so
that the institutioh may grow. Another cbject of the
Boolety is to open “People’s Classes™ where instruo-
tion in the law and copstitotion of India will be
imparted to the
Olasses {s to be shortly epensd in . Poona and if
there be a sufficiently strong demand in other
centres the Society will be glad to open classes
‘there also, We wish the Soclety mnd its devoted
workers every success and long life. - .

*

Fr '”";’é{}.:::"‘_ ql':“m gave to the'Adi-Dravidas at
. Trichinopoly was excelle
will be admitted that the Madras Go::r!?tlxﬁn?
g:apita a retrograde mtep that it took last yesy ix::
o &ieg;:o& :v ita the Labour Department, bas done
porhaps any other Government in British Ingj
But we areafraid the Madras Minister played ané::i
arty game when he warned his audience against
8 olass of people macquerading in the guise of
nationalism® whg were misleading them ' by glib
toogue and alluring phrases coming out of & Leart
fuil of Imischjef and venom'—meaning thareby the
Swanjwis\' Every political party in India would
:rétahl])!y like to have the depressed olasses on its
Sire.ét I? Swarajists as much as the party of which
fore o ..Pat_ro is & leader. Every party Is there-
ke sgmg 1l8 texvices to them and tryirg to get
P :n 8§ !rcmamcn_g them. Buttbatdoes not mean
,& “te:l:tputy is insincere in its friepdehip, Asa
Cloaser mfaet the best supporters of the depressed
cal e Madras are to ba found in every politi~
o ﬁ . !"; and it ig difficult to say whioch party is
- e:n“n which less {riendly becausa the parties
re am”t formed on distipgulehing principles and
Rrﬁ e, Ap the depressed classes in most
hoonii €2 have not yet got their own lsaders, we
pe Sir A. P. Patro will nos allow the political
Complexion of their frienda to atifie kia sympathies,

genseral .pubiie. The first of those

*  » o
MUCH of the advice that Sir A; P,

uplift of the depressed classes than:

... CONGRESSMEN AND THE RETRO-
CESSION OF BERAR... . .

WHEN an ox-Presldsnt of the Congrese like Hakim
Ajmal Khan fssues an appeal to Congressmen fo
take up the Nizam’s cause in right earnest iin the
mafter of the retrovession of Berar, tha contros
versy assumss a degrea of praoctical importance
which it did not possess befors, For one thing it
wiil no “longs¥ be possible for the Swarajists of
C. P. and Berar to ba studiedly silent. “They will
have to deolara themaselves for or against the retro~
ocession, as others have nlready done. It ispri-
vately wall known that the Swarajists are oppogsed

to tho yetrocession, but they have nof{ declared
their opinion publicly beoause it would mean an
open preference of British rule such a$ would not
be in keeping with their é&’s& characterisation o

ft. Therafors they have hitherfo sought sheltor
under the plea that the question haas not been put
to them direotly, greatly pleased all the while,no
doubt, that the JNon-Brahmins and Liberais had
unequivocally - declared themselvea against the
retrocession. “The Hakim Saheb has now forsid
them into the open and in that at any rata we
admit he has done a publio service. .-

. It is amazing that the Hakim Saheb believds
that the oase of the Nizam has evoked * universal
Aympathy and support for him in India as well as
abroad.” Wg wonder where ha gets his facts from
Apparently he is unawarg thai 8ir Ali“Imam,
with all the résources pladed at Lis command, is
unable to push forward the Nizam’'s ease {9 any
approciable extent ininfluential oircles in England.
But less excusable is the Hakim's ignoranoce of the
resolutions passed at mumerous public meetingh
in Berar and of the opinions that havs been exe
pressed in Indian newspapers sinos the publica-
tion of the Nizam's letter, What Indian opinion is
agreed about, supported to some extsnt by opinion
in England, is that in getting possession’of the
administration of Berar, the British Governmeh$
adopted methods that would not be upheld by our
law courts. This is true not only of Berar but of
many cther paria of British India. And this is
trus not only of the British Government in the
past—and of saveral Governments in ths present
also~—but of every state or Governmant established
in Indis, not excluding the State of -Hyderabad
itself. Can the Hakim Saheb say, for instance,
that the first Nizam aoted faithfully by his master,
the Moghul Emperor, wheb, being his Viceroy, he
‘declared his independence of Delhi? The unfor-
tunate faot is that, while tvery state enforces law
and justice on its subjeots, thera is no power above
the state to enforce justide snd equity uponm it
This hae bash the case hitherio and will continue
to be g0, until the League of Nations or some other
pimilarfsuper-ttate organisation will be in a posi-
tion to enforce iis decisions upen sven & combina-
tion of the ptrongest states. It is therefore wrong
to assume that becaase Indian opinion has con-

I

- demned the meothods by which “Berar was tagd'n
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over therefore it is in favour of ite belag restored
to the Nizam. The podfile of Burar have already
asked the guestion : ''If we are to go back to the
Nizam, then why not to the Bhonsia?™ It isa
vain task now to retrace all wrong steps recorded
in history. Indiar opinion iz po more in favour
of the retrocession of Barar o tha Nizim than it
is in favour of the restoration of Nagpur or Sa*ara
or other territory equally unjustifiably taken over
by the British Government in the past.

Qur strongest objection is, however, to the

following statement of the Hakim Saheb :(—

“Tge question of conmulting the people of Berar ia the
matler, as 80me unwise diplomacy may suggest and a left
hand policy may liksly bring it to the surface,'does not
ariss in this sase. It is purely a question of the Nizam’a
proprietory rights oo the province and should be de-
cided purely ob its me'Ws

The Hakim Saheb’s conception of the State is ob
viously antedilovian. Ha thioks it is property:
State and estale mean the same thing to him.
Elsewhere he speaks of the Nizam as the ‘rightful
owner’ of Berar. The Nizam is no more the
‘owner' of Barar or Hyderabad than the King of
Epgland is the owner of India. It iz true thatin
olden days, before the sovereignty of the people
was recognised, the state wase by some lookel
upon as the ruler's property, even as woman was
looked upon as a bit of property. On not a fow ocoa-
pions territory was mortzaged or sold by & ruler
for meeting his private expenses. But those ideas
of property prevail no more even in Asiatic coun-
tries. There is no tribunal bsfors whioch the Iale
Emperor of Turkey could claim the ‘ownership’ of
his palace, let alone his ferritory, The fact is the
world has ceased to believe in the divine right of
kings. Nowadays, a king is & king only 5> long
a9 the subjacis are willing that he should be ons.
The next moment he is a private individual, gene-
rally banished from his homs for the convenlence
of his whilom subjscts. The Nizam's claim over
Boarar is therefore no more than what the pesople of
Berar ars willing to concede. If they refuss o go
under the Nizam the British Governmenf cannot
drive them at the point of ths bayonet, nor allow
the Nizam to subdus them by foree, It is therefore
absurd of ths Hakim Saheb fo say that the ques-
tion of consulting the peopls does nof arise, In
fact thers is no othsr guestion whatever, By the
way, one fails to understand why he calls consult-
ing the peopjle ‘an unwise policy.’ If thers isuni-
verssl sympathy snd support for the Nizam, ashe
olaims, it is the wisest policy to consult them. It
js like having a packed.jary in your favour. The
inconvenient fact is that all the sympathy of
whioh he boasts exists only in the imagination of
the paid and uopaid advocates of the Nizam.

The Hakim Saheb asks further: “Besldes, if the
Government of India does not sée its way to eon.
sult the will of the ruled subjscis in the moulding
of their own polioy in many things of importance—
and if they did so they could not goon in India with
‘the present form of thair gevernmeni—ﬂhow could.
such demands be made in the case of the Nizam 7"

Thb fact that hspbhhlﬂs governitient s the Hs-
olared goal of British polioy fn Tbdiaand that's
substantial step has alrealy been 3aken in that
direotioh shows that the British Government has
recognised the right of the people not only to b
heard but to govern themselves as they Iike. That
aspart, even if the British Government! had not fn-
siated on consulting the peopls of Berar, we should
have sxpected publio Ieadsrs like the Hakim Sabeb
himself to have insisted upsn it. Are not the
Hakim Saheb and his friends insisting 02 & round
table conference for settling the occastitution of _
India? Havse they not besn refusing to recogaise
the presont [ndian constitution on the sols ground
that it was forgad in the British Parliament,
without the people of India being given s chanos
to exercise thelr inherant right of self-determina-
tion ? Is fhe doocirine of self-datermination to
be urged only where the British Government
is ooncernad and not against the Nizam and
other Indian rulers? That is, wo are afraid,
obviously what the Hakim Sahsb thinks, for
he invites the Swarajists to disclose, by sup-
porting the Nizam’'s claim to Berar, their future
policy towards Indian State; as that of proteot-
ing tha rights of Indian Princes and fully freeing
their internal affairs from ocutside interferenoe,
There oan ba o more reactionary polioy than this
so far as its offect on the peo,le of Indian Staten
is concernad. The Indian Prihoes are daspahc
rulers, gensraily swared by old-world ideas re-
garding their rights. If their ideas are acoaeptod
thare woild be no suoh™ thing as people’s rights,
Many of them do not differentiate between their
private pursa and state funds. It is the " outside
interfarence " of the B:itish Government that
obligas them to maintain even acc>uats, &3, In
faot, the complaint of intelligent subjects of Indian
States is that the British Goverament doss not
‘interfere’ sufficiently to see that admlnisirative

reforms are introduced in the States and that

they are brought iu a liae with British India.
If they deaire more interference, however, it is only
with a view to making the Indian Princesallow
their subjiots to detarmine their future destiay for
themselves. Congressmen who stand for self-deter-
mination and self-government for ths people of
British India, may will give their m>ral support
to this desire on the part of the paople of Iadian
States, Strangely enough, howvever, one sees
prominent Congressmen like Hikim Ajnal Kaan
and Mr Javaksar, not standing up for demooratic
ideals in Indian States, but fizuring as spologists
and supporters of autosracy. The rizhts of the

‘poople remain nevertheless, and the rigat of the

people of Berar t> have the last say in the matter
also remains. ]
The Nizam's offer of Home Rule to the peoplo
of Berar ander his suzarainty has altogether failed
to impress them, because they ocannob reconcile
his excessive solieitade for thesir own ‘poh%ksai
rights with his ‘deriial of all suoh rights to the
people of Hyderabad, who hhvb baen untnterrhpt-

s
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sdly under his rule for generations together. The
Nizam will best achisve his object by introducing
eonstituifonal reforms in Hyderabad snd confer-
ring on his immediate subjects the politioal rights
which be {s prepared to conceds fo the mors dis-
tant people of Berar- That will gain him more
solid support than all the costly propaganda that
he bas launched- One misconoepiion we would re-
move befors consluding. It is belisved. by soms
Mohammadans that those who are opposed {o the
retrocesslon of Berar are inflnenced, consoiously or
tipoonseiously, by the considerailon that the Nizam
§fs a Muhammadan Prince, and that if a Hinda
»Prince had been conocerned in the matter, the opposi-
tion would not bave exlated. Nothing oan be farther
frem the truth.  If the proposal were the restora-
tion of the provinoe not to the Nizam but fo the
Bhousle, the cpposition would have been on less
strenuous. Thera wounld be similar oppositior to
the restoration of other tracts. The belief iisalf, we
sre alraid, owes fis genesis to ihe communal bias
of those that Lold it

OPIUM POLICY—IL
IN THE BRITISH OROW/C@NLONIES,

IN the two previous articles { aes the SERVANT OF
IkDIA, 5th and 19th June) we saw how England
could not be held i1esponsible, sither directily or
indlrecily, for the consumption of opium in -coun-
triss cutside the British Empire; wo aleo saw what
“were the considerations, which, in her own territo-
ries, stood in the way of the realizationofsuch anti-
opium policy as she was fnternationally sommit.
teod to. We may now proceed to examine, if, in
spite of there considerations, any substantial pro.
gress has beon made In combating the opium evil
In the British territories in the East. In so doing
it would be well to treat India, where opinm is
primarily eafan, separately from Crown Colonies
and Protectorates where it 1a primarily smoked.
For public opinionisstrikiogly unanimous againag
opium smoking, but it 1s not at all strong against
oplum eating, while medical opinion fs ‘divided
about the degres of harmfulness of opium smoking
as wall as oplum sating. The detestation of opium
smoking in China is proverbial and the feeling
is ahared in India and in fact, all over  the 'world,
It Is reflected in the resolution of the Hague Oon-
‘vention which, while ealling for the control of raw
~oplum, asks for the: suppressicn, graduslly if not
‘immediately, of preprared oplum used for smoking.
Though & plea might be, and has been, set up to
tolerate oplum eating, none auch {s permissible in
the oase of oplum smoking and, as mantioned
above, oplum is ¢hiefly samoked in the British
«» OColonies and Protectorates In the East,
' Now thete possessions fnolude the: Orown Co-
"lonies ‘of the Straits Bettlements, Mauritius

" and Hongkong ; and the protectorates of the Fede- |

rated and Unfederated Malay States, British North
‘Bomen. Barawak, and Brunel. Coylon ‘may also
' be Included here, though opium is ‘primszily

esten there. In all thess oounéries, oplum has
been taken out of private ocommerce, and
made a Government monopoly, which 18 certain-
ly a stop in the right direotion, despite the
preposterous statement of Miss La Mofte that
“the advooates of ‘control’ consider opium harm-
less if purchased from a government, but quite
deadly {f bought from a pedlar.” We have already
reforred to the satisfaction with which Miss La
Motte regards the opiam situation in Ceylon and
Mauritius and the hepe she entertains of Hong-
kong, In Ceylon, oplum is sold by Government
only {o registered opium consumers, and with the
dying off of confirmed Aabifués, the number of con~
sumers has heen redubed from 24,000 in 1910 to
10,645 in 1921, In Mauritius, the import of opium kas _
fallen: from 120 cheats in 1917 to 45 chasts In 1920,
In Hongkong, the import of Indian opium fall from
360 chests in 1916 te 150 in 1822, The total imports
of Indian, Persian and Turkish opium fell from
103,375 kilos in 1920 to 39,778 kilos in 1921, and
exports from 86,830 kilos to 83,128 kilos. These
figures, quoted by Miss La Motia herself, indicate
a not inconsiderable réduction of opium. consump~
tion In these Crown Colonies. _

Theze is, however, no room for complacence.
In the Crown Colony of the Biralts Setilements,
the consumptien of opium haa risen from “141,928
Iba. in 1912, whon the Hague Convention was
signed, to 151,322 Ibe, in 1920. This ia disiressing
enough, but it becomes positively ugly, when it is
ramembered that the Straits Sstitlaments Opium
Commlssion (1909), which was divided in-its opi-
nion as to the hsrmfulnsss of opium smoking, was,
however, unanimous insaying that “considerations
of publio finance, apart from other aspects of the.
guestion, impel the commissioners to come to the
eonclusion, that the question should be dealt with
by Increoased oontrol, and not by way of prohibi-
tion.”

The worst oplum situstion coours in the. Brie
tish Proteotorates. The few figures quoted of
opium oonsumption indioate a rise, instead of
a fall, except in 1921, a year of depression and
dopletion of Chinsse labourers. It is the Gowv.
ernment of Xaslantan :that pronounced opium
smoking hnarmless, It {s the British North
Borenc Chartered Company that found opiom
sonsumption very necessary to assure dividends,
and it Is the Governmant of Brunei that pro-
poned to attract and retain Chinese oooliea by offer-
ing ihe ‘recreation'| It should, however, be noted
that thess Proteotorates ars governsd by native
Saltans, though under British advice, and from
the information given by Miss La Motte, it is
difficult to assess to what exient, if at all,

- her remark that “British ‘advice’ generally means

Indian opium®™ to these Native Siates is frue.
One thing iz certain, that ss in the Indian
States, England Is not quite a free agent In those

- Proteotorates with their Bultans.s The reactionary

opium situation in these Protectorates may bs due

L to indifference and neutrality of Epgland,aa in the
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case of the Native States in Indis, which are in
oonsaquence very much bshind British India in
many respects, Or it may be dus fo the active
oollusion of England with the British planters,
mine-owners and merchants who exploit these
Stales, who want- Chinese labour and who escape
taxation as long as these Ststas cantinue to obtain
a good part of their revenue from the consumption
of opium by non-Britishers.

Whatsver that may be, we can have no hesita-
tion in deploring the opium consumpiion which is
much too large in the Crown Colonies and abso-
lutely unconecionable in the Proteotorates and in
demanding that opium reform should be speeded
up. This does depend to an Inoreasing extent on
the strength of publie opinion in these countries,
as has been the case in Ceylon, Mauritius, Burms
and Hongkong. If should o depend, because in
most oases, the loss of opium revenue must be
made up by fresh taxation, the rssort to which
will bo greatly facilitated by the consent, in ad-
vanoe, of the people. We cannot, however, ba too
sanguine of speady reform, beoause smuggling of
opium from China into thess neighbouring Colon-
jes and Protectorates renders effeotive prohibition
of opium smoking mors and mors difficoult and
costly. Aslong as opium production in chaotio
China is not efficiently ocontrolled, the salvation
from opiam evil sesms almost impossible,

P. KODANDA RAO.

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER.—IL

AFGHANISTAN NOT 4 GOOD BUFFER
STATE.

THE rosistanos of Belglum In the early days of ¢th©
last graat European War no doubt gave to the
French and the Eaglish time enough to prepare
themselves azainst the German invaders. But Bsl.
gium and Afghanistan do not stand on the same
footing. The poeopls of Balgium ars homogene-
ous, and no porticn of them ware in 1914 undsr the
foreignruls of Franocsor England. The present tarri.
tory of Afghanistan, however, is not inhabited by
one homoganeous people. The Afghans occupy only
the south-eastern corner of modern Afghanistan,
The rest of ths territory is inhabited by people of
other nationalities, The provincs of Afghan Taur-
kestan, lying to ths north of the Hindukush, is
oogupied by Uszhek Tuarks. The mnorth-western
provinoce of Herat is a portion of the ancient
Persian province of Khorasan, and is peopled by
Persian sponking people. Tas south-wastern
territory of Farrah and Registan, which are parts
of anoient Beistan, another province of old FPersis,
is also inhabited by Parsian speaking peopls,
More than half the population of Afghanistan
speak non.Afghan languages. A country ocon-
taining several different nationalities cannot offer
rasistance to a foreign Invadsr so effeotively as oan
be done by a country peopled by one homogeneous
pecple. Afghans, the ruling ravce in Afghanistan,
have to deal with alien subject peoplas north of the

Hindakush, aad west of the Hazarajats, If foreign
invaders, befora fuavadinz Afghanistan, obtsin the
willing support of the Turis in Ceatral Asia and
of Persians in Khorasan and Saistan, I doubt very
much whether the Amir of Afghanistan will be
able tr offer offactive resistance north of the Hindu-
kuash or wast of the Hazarajats. Oa the other hand,
among the uppser and educated classes the Persian
lanzuage has bscoms in reocsut times more and
more popular throuzhout Afghanistan. The Af-
ghans living in the distriots of Jelalabad, Eabul,
Ghazoi, and Kandahar, this side of the Hindukush
Eavgeand Helmend River, are baing more and more
Poraianised. This must eventuslly result in still”
further weakening ths national resistance of the
Afghans against Persis, i{f the latter csuntry be-
comes in the near future a rejuvenataed and strong-
ly nationalistic power. 8o seven if the Amir of
Afghanistan bas perfoct good-will townards us and
s prepared to bar the way against foreign Invae
dars, he hasg, as I have tried to show, to oontend,
in this iask, against conaiderable racial and ethno-
logloal difficulties. Any efeotive resistance that
the Amir of Afghanistan will be able to offar to the
western and northern invaders would bain the
high passes of the snow-clad Hindukush, or in the
lofty plateaus of Central Afghanistan, —places
backed up {n the rear by the homogenaous Afghan
population. -
PATHAN UNITY.

But can we rely on the good-will of the Af-
ghans and their national ruler, the Amir of Af-
ghanistan ? Wa must remember that the Moghal
province of Kabul consisted of (a) the present
North-Western Frontisr Province of India, (b} the
Administered and Britiah Distrizts of Baluchistan,
and(o} the Jelalabad, Kabul, Ghezal and Kandahar
disiricts of modarn Afghanistan. Thess throe tracts
ara almost entirely inhabited by the Pathans, aand
their national Ianguage is Pashta, The Pathans
living in the British and Admiaistered Districts of
ths Frontier Province and Baluchistan aad in the
Tribal Areas of the Frontier Provinos are now
British subjeots. The Pathans of the districts of
Jelalabad, Kabul, Ghazai and Kandahar are still
indepsndant under their naticnal ruler, Amir Ana-
nullah. Do notthe Pathans in British territory
and within the British sphere of influence desire to
join their indepandent kith and kin in Afghanistan?
Does not Amir Amanullah, like his ancestors from
Dost Mubhommed Khan downwards, wish £o recover
Poshawar and thus unite all the Afghans under
one common rule ? Thess are guestions one may
iegitimately ask,

SERGIAN PARALLEL,

We had a similar state of affairs in the BaI-A
kans in 1914, A portion of the Berbian people
wore independent under the King of Sorbia. Tha
Serbs of Bosnia and Herzegovina were under
Austria,and the Serbs of Croatia and Slovania were
under Hungary. Theaver-present trouble of tha Iats
Austro-Hungarian Empire was to prevent her
Serbian subjects from going over and joining the
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“‘Berbs of the Indapandent kingdom of Serbla. The Al-
lies in the last graat European War, France, Eng-
1and, Italy and Rassia, tock advantage of this trou.
ble of the Austro-Hungarian statasmen. They
wores able to win over the Serbisn people in Bosnia,
Harzegoviaa, Oroatia, and Slavonia at any rate
the Serblan population in these distriots proved w
source of groat woakaess to the Austrians in the
-great War. If it is tho nataral aspiration of the
Amir of Afzhanistan to bring under his rule the

Pathans of Peshawar, North-East Balachisian and

of the Trlbal Arsas, this side of the Duarand Line,
*is ft safe, is it wise, to astrengihen bis mllitary
" power? Yet that has bsen the polioy
of the Britishk rulers of India for quite half a
-cantury from 1870 to 1919. Dauring the last Graat
‘War the late Amir Habibullah no doubt kept the
north-westarn frontiors safe and did not allow
-enemy intrigues within his kingdom. Bat perhaps
-in dofng so, Amir Habibullah was not following a
national paliey. Parhaps his office and his people
wanted him to take adivantage of the troubles of
‘England. Perhaps they wishad that while Eagland
‘was engagad in a life and death astrugzle in. Ea.
zope, Amir Hablballah strack for the racovery of
Peshawar, and other Tribal Araas in the Frontier
Provinos, or at Iaast fought for the complata {nde-
‘pendence of Afghanistan. Amir Hablbullah did no-
‘thing of the kind. Did not this oondust of his cost
bim hislife? And did not Amir Amanullahl, his
-sucosssor, talkte advantags of the teaublas in the Pan-
Jab dus fo Martial Law, and sucosed ia wianing
-oomplete indepandenoca for his conatry? Salong as
the Pathan population is split us into British sub -
Jeots and Indapendent psopls, the Amir of Afzrani "
stanoannotbe trusted to be the gate-kesperofIndia ;
muoch less oan we halp him to bacome skroag miii
tarily. Afshanistan, therafore, on1not like Balgiun-
#orva ay a buffor atate batwzen India on the one
hand, and Rusiia and Middle Eastara ocountries
on ‘ths othar, Ia the matter of defsnoe India
mu4t raly entiraly on horaslf. She must, whenevar
oppartunity presants itsslf, push har frontiers right
up £o the high walls of the Hiaduktash, all aloag
its length, and racover the anolent boundary linss
of her country existing in ths tima of the Msur-
¥ag, the Rajpute, and the Moghals -

But solong asIadia is not able io roeovar har
saclont and natural bouniary linss along the lofiy
heights of the Hidukush and the Hazarajsts, tha
north-wastarn feontier of India must always be a
soaroa of weakness to har. S) long. as oae armies
kesp wateh aad ward on the lower heights of tha
Bulemsn Raage, and not on the snow-olad lofiy
mountain passes of the Hindukush and tha
Haz&r&]at!, thors oan be no hope of reducing our
™ standing army, and in this way of lightening our

military burdens,
PERSIANTISATION OF PATHANS.

Al the same time the Pathan problem must
always form an important faotor in any scheme
.devised foz the defonos of India. We must prevent
4he Pathans from besoming in Ladis what Ssrbs

‘Eaperor

baoams in the Austrian Enbirs. Tae total Pathan
population may ba estimatad to ba about 65 lacs,
Out of them 30 laos may be said to be livlag in
Afghaniatsn, probably 25 laos of them are in the
Tribal Areas of the Frontier Provinoca, 8 la:xs
id the British Distriots of the Froantier Proviace
and about 2 laos in the British aad Administerad
distelats of Balushistsn. 8> oat of 63 lass of
Pathans, 35 lacs ara British Tadian subjscts
or unior tha British sphere of Influsnce, and the
ramainlog 30 lac3s are a raling rase in Afghani-
stan. Now how shall wa deal with ths Indian
pyrtion of thy Pathan population? I have
alraady sald, that the Pathanslin Afghmuisn
aro rapidly bsing Paraianisad. The use of Pergian
language is spreading fast aming the Pathans,
sven ia the raral araas entirely padpled by them,
The Pathans ia Afghanistan form a minority in
its botal population. The mother fonzue of the
majarity of the paoples ia Afghanistan is Parsian,
and Pergian, as I hava said, is rapidly sproadiag
even among the Pathans of rural areas livinz in
South-Esstern Afghanistan. Persian’ ia the oourt
laaguage of the Pathans, and though a raling race
{n Afghanistan, thoy ara fast giving up their owa
national language, Pashtu, in favour of tha mora
rofined and polishod langasgs, Parsian. The nae
tural conssqusnce of all this would be to sprand
mors rapidly Persian onlturs, Persian ways of
thought, and Persian oiviliaation, this side of the
Hindukush and Hazarajats. '

WHAT HiSFrORY TEACHES,

I believe exoassiva Perslanisation of the paople
this side of the Hiadukush will prova a sourgs of
graat danger and weakaess t3 India. Tae Hindua
kush, the Hazarajats, and tha sandy dasoris of
Saigtan and Mskran ars a nataral barrier betwaen
India and the Middle-Kast. The bast saourity for
India iisa in this, that no foreign infuaonss should
bo allowed to panstrate Soutb-Eastern Afghanis
atan from aoross the high moiuataia walls of the
Hiasdukush sad the Hasarajate. Whanoeveriforsign
inflasnos has baen allowad to e>ms in through the
passes of thase lofty mouatsin ranzes, our History
talls us, India has always baen in dangew Tae
apread of Peraian saript Khorashthi in Kabul aad
wastern Panjab, five centuriss befors Christ, nllowaed
Parsian inflasnocs to pour in throuzh the pssses of
the Hindukush aad the Hazarajats, Waas not thia
one of tha coniributory esusas of the laok of re-
sistance on tha part of Ambhi, the ruler of Nom
thsra Panjab, againat Alexander, two sentaries la-
ter? A fow yoaraafter the dapariure of Alexander,
wher Empsror OChandragupia Maurya ob-
tained a viotory over Ssleucus, the theg
of the Middle-East, not only the
diatriots of Kandahar, GQhazai, Kabul, and
Jelalabad, this side of the Hindukush, bafalso
Herat on the othaer slde of it, waze annexed to the
Mauryan Empire in India. Was not this annexa~
tion made with the idea of praventing foraign in~
fiusncs from orossing the passes of the Hinia
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kush ? The decay and dis‘zntegeraticn of the Maur-
yan Empire weakened the control of India over the
passes of the Hindukush. Was not then this
anoient Bharatvarsha, as a consequence of this
weakening of our oontrol over these passes,
flooded with Greok influence, and Greek sonquest?
We wore not able to drive this foreign influence
out of Hindustan, till the Greek, the Parthisn, the
Saka, the Kushan, and the Hun conquerorz werse
oconveried to the then Indian religion of Budhism,
and thoroughly impregnated with Indian oculture
and Indian civilisation. The rulers of the Hindu-
kush regione, thus Indianised, were well abla to
protect Hindustan against the Middle. Ens} for the
next five or six centuries. The mighty Empires of
Persia and Eastern Rome were both subdued by
the Arabs within a few years of the death of the
prophet Muhammad. Butagainst India the Arabs
failed, With the exception of Sindh and Multan
they were able to obtain no footholdin India. So
long as the Pathans remained Budhists, so long as
they remained loyal subjects of Jaipal, the Hindn
King of Lahore, the Arabs or the Turks could not
orogs the lofty passes of the Hindukush., It was
not ti11 400 years after the death of Muhammad
that Islam was able to make any real conquest of
India. But was not tbis Muhammadan conquest
of India in the 11th and 12th centuries preceded
by a peaceful penstration of Islam into the valley
of KEabul, Ghazni and Kandahar? It was not till
the Pathans of Kabul and Ghazni became Muham-
madans, and became imbued with Pan-Islamio
spirit, that the newly Muhammadacised Turkish
adventurers of Central Asia were able io obtain s
foothold in Ghezni. Once foreign military power
was ostablished in the valleys this side of the
Hindukush, the frontiers of India became unsafs,
with the conse quence was that India fell nnder
foreign rule. The introduction of foreign influence
in the valleys this aide of the Hindukush has
always beenm followed by foreign rule in India.
This fact bas been- repeated again and again in the
History of India.

GULSHEAN RAL

INDIAN COTTON INDUSTRY.

SINOE the recent labour troubles in the cotton
mille of Bombay, the Indian textile industry has
been subjected to much adverse criticism and the
millowner has been maligned and dubbed a Shy-
lock demeanding his pound of flesh. The peopls
have generally believed that the millowner, who
made huge gains during the post~war years, has no
justification for deny ing the mill-hands theirannual
bonus to which they were aocoustomed since 1919.
The legal aspeot of this claim finds no more adhe-
rents, now that the Macleod Committee hag dofi-
nitely turned it down, but those unacguainted
with the history of the cotton industry in the past
and present, pour ridicule over the millowners’
oonduet on ethical grounds, It has been saggasted
that bonus should have been paid even though the

result of the past year’s working has bssn unfa-
vourable, in view of the fact that the mills have
accumulated large reserves in war timaes, The
argument is a plausible one, but a dangerous one
too, Its acceptance might have done incalculable
harm to the cotton indusiry in future. No one con-
sidered how long this bonus was to continue when
there was & world-wide trade deprsssion and the
past years’ reserves are speadily dissipated.
Cotton industry is not a monepoly or semni-mono-
poly of India like jute. It has to take inmfo
soccount very serious compstiiion from conatriss
like Groat Britain and Japan and also the loas of’
old markets like China as the result of the spread
of industry there, The competition of Japan was
a thing unknown in pre-war days. Soitcsnleast
afford to wipe off the reserves on which its very
existence is staked. High profits is now a dream
of golden days. The capaocity of the cotton mills

[

for earning has been seriously reduced with the -

steady advance in tha price of cotton in sympathy
with adverse reporis of American orep and general

trade depression. In addition, the spirit of Swa.-
deshiism which was in the air a couple of years ago

has vanished with as much rapidity as it spread.

This was a2 prominent factor in determining the-

profits of 1920 and 1921, The industryingenseral has

returned to pre-war conditions and though some
fortunate mills ars in a strong position finaneially,
still with a high bank rate they must be ocontfent
with a considerably lower margin of profits in.
future. The following table will show how speed-
ily the war profits vanished and normality refurned.

Gross Profits sinoe 1510,
{¢n crores of rupees).

1915/1916/1917

1810{1911(1912 1913‘1924 1918(1919/1920/ 1921|1023 1028

3i2 3-12iE 4-§| 13

18 f -89 ’ 185

16 154 7] ¢

6052|236

]

These figures do not allow for depreciation on
blook account and the managing agents’ com nis-
sion, which have to be deduotsd to arrive at net
profits. Messrs, Fergusson and Company have,
in their evidence before the Macleod Committee,.
oaloulated depreciation In 1923 at Rs. 1,71,00,000
for Bombay mills alone, which leave a defleit of
forty lacs for them. The ordinary share ocapital
inveated in the industry in pre-war years was-
6-5 orores, whereas it isover 16 orores af present.
The following table showa the growth of the textile.
industry frhm 1500.

Year Miills Spindies Looms
1900 193 48,45.000 40,000
1918 £63 61,65,000 £2,000-
1914 276 67,785,000 104,000
1918 258 £8,89,000 1,18,000
192% 253 67,653,000 1,15,000
182t 257 68,70,000 1,23.000
1922 298 3,31,000 1,34,000

No one inferssted in the industrial develop--
ment of India oan eay that the mill industry is
firmly established and that it needs no outside help.
The abrormal war profits are not a true indication
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of fhd eariin] éspaoitir oF thé mills, for saoh profits
weré reaped in all Industrial nndertdkings st that
tinée. Thd jute trade, whioh has been the monopoly
of ths Europeans, madé eved bigger profits, but
sfiod 1820 it had suffered too and the fact that since
Aprll 3921 jute mille havé bach working four ddys
® wgek shows the restricted démdnd for their
manufaotures owing to the unsettled oonditions of
the world market. But the¥ are much belter off
than fhe votion mills and are even now making
redsonable profitsa, That industry is exolusively
_in the hands of Europeans, The ocapital is mostly
thairs. The profits, obvicusly their Ilegitimate
gains, however, are passing unhesded. Ons may
wall ask why the public should grudge the Bombay
millowner, who isin nine cases out of teni an
Indian, his profit, while the jute mill owner, who
in nine oases out of ten is a foraigner, can with-
wout ohallenge £ill bis pockets fo overfluwing alike
id war and poat-war yeara ¥
In recent years the abnormal export of raw
sotton, dud o shortage of world supply and itk con-
sequent high price, has as muoh handicapped the
industry as that iniguitons impost, the eation
exciss duty. The export of raw coiton is inoreas,
ing beyond expectations. In 1921-22 it was worth
54 orores and next year 71 orores In 1922.23 it~
amouniad {0 3,362,000 bales against 2,989,000, sad
2,074,000 in the two praceding years- Japan has
been the principal importer, taking 537 of the export
in 1922-23. Europe inoreased its purchases owing
to the depletion of the American e¢rop, whioh has
t he effect of sbnding up the price of Indian cotton
The firat essontial of & thriving Industry Is ample
supply of cheap raw material, which factor in
abun% under pressnt ciroumstances. As long as
thia is not available, the Indian ocotton indushy
will not flourish “without extransous &ncourags-
mant
The Cotion Eroles duty Is, as in well known

hampering the normal growth of the Industry. The |-
bistory of this impost dates baok to 1894 and Iz

interesting. In March of that year, fresh taxation
belog unavoidabie, the 1875 tariff, under which all
imports were subject to a duty of 57, was restored,
but cotton goods were exoepted. This excsption:
;asteé for a few months. In December 1834 & 37
mport duiy was levied on all eolton gocds
“Lnnesahiu bscame active and in responss to it
agitation some dataila of the budgel were altarad
{nvolving & !osa of revenus to India and an ar.
rangamant come to by which an Ezoiss duty
cimi]arbo oustorne had o ba paid” In 1596 the
tariff yraa revieed and :eduoecf to 334 per cent ad
walorem. The Excise duty waa defended on grounds
of financial pressure, but 1t was primarily & politi-
dal {mpost, as could bs seen from the sbove quotas
tion fromh o less & pbreon than the present Prime
Mintster, Mr. Ramsay MaoDonald. This daty on
lomb mhnusaatum: on financial grounds s inde-
{ensible. Why should cotton have been singled out
for this impost at the Instance of Lancashire, and
made to contribute to the exohequer so heavily,

when other industries like jute and tas, which are-
of monopolistiec or semi~monopolistio charaoter,.
which ar2 more fitted to bear and can also shift the
burden on to other shoulders, but are lightly taxed?
The annual revenus fromi Excise comes to about iwe
orores and Government must now bs prepared to
sacrifioe it to vindioate their moral senss of justics;
as the elroumstances under which it was imposed
{:a longer existc The sxport fariff can be manipa.:
ated without uhdue hardship fo the producer fo,
make up for this losa of excise incoms, The whols
tariff polloy of the Government haa bsen changed:
since 1917, when Lord Hardinge announoced in his
budget speach the raising of the tariff wall to 747
ad valorom, inclusive of cotion imports. The Gov-
ernment have committed themselves to. the policy.
of diseriminating proteotion and they need foar
Lancashire no longer, when His Majestya's Govern-
ment have allowed them a free hand in determin-
ing tha fiscal interests of India from a naw angls .
of vision
From the above observations it might be infor-*
red that the writer has taken up oudgsls to proteck
the mill.owner, but the reader may be assured
that nothing is further from +the trath, One of
the aims sought to be fulfilled by the article is fo
show that unless the indusiry as a whole is sure
of a oertain peroentage of net return on its eapzkai
it will have to face” some problems which will
create labour troubles and ultimately sffect thaig
well-being, Anall-round reduction of wagesis
ataring the mill-hand in the face. Bonus is goae
for ever. No attemptis would be mada to houss
labour in healthy and sanitary tenoments, Capital
would be frightened away from the enterprise
Bat if a certain amount of much peeded relief
were given to the industry by abolishing the ex-
ecise duty, the way would be paved for the intre-
duotion of profit-sharing and other schemes, which
would benefit labour and eapital alike. R
X. PGﬁKSﬁE.

+

PUNJAB ABMINISTRAT_IOQ’ IN 1922-23,
TEE Snancial year 1922-1923 was rather.a period
of strenuous work and pussiing dilemmas to the
Puapjab Goverament, The non-co-operation move~
ment was not yet éea&, but worse still the b%t:nder-
ing of the Government in the Stkh problem was at
iis height. Financially speaking, the Pan]ah Got-
ernment was not having an easy time of it as its
defipits, the resuli of avoiding any fundamental
economies, wera still being piled up.  The repork
under review bears evidence of &ii theaa diszmbms
factors in the prevlnco.

. Itis refreshing to be ta!d oﬁem}iy that, nﬁar
all that the Anglo-Indian press ha.d been saying,
the non-co-operation movement did ot reduit In
increasing the ngymber. of orimes, !_f we deduck
the persons who weniis ;mk in connection with the
Sikh Gurdwara question of the mon- oo—oparniiep
movament, the figarez indioa fe an spprecnble- de=

, orease in orlme, . The Guruka Bagh incident Las
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been mentloned in suoch a way as to avoid every
mention of the inhuman treatment of the Akslis,
who are only reported to have been arrested to the
number of 3,000, The way in which any mention
of Sir Ganga Ram’s name also has been shunned ia
oharacteristio. Nor is the summary treatment of
the Hindu-Muslim riots at Multan any better.
If even after convioting so many prisoners and
raising such a large indemnity, the Government

dares not go boyond ‘'a stone is said to have been

thrown™ ; one wonders why it took all the trouble
in appointing special magistrates and extra police
there. It is deplomable that there ie not a word of
regret for these incidents in the report. It onoe
more goes to show that we sare governed by a
maohine which lacks the humon element rather
than by a Government which coneists of persons
of flesh and blood. Desling with land admini-
atration the report is discrestly silent as to
when it would be possible for the Govern-
‘ment to introduce & land revenue bill giving
the Legislative Council the right to control the
imposition of the land fax. Of course it is said
that in deforenoe to the wishes of the Council the
new assessment has nowhere exceaded in fofal ¥ of
net assets. This averaging process does not show
that in the oase of every peasant proprietor the
land revenue does not exceed 1/3 of the net assets.
There is a growing reluctande on the part of the
Legislative Counoil to sanction money for new as_
gsessment as was evidenced during the last session
of the first Legislative Council as well as in the
first session of the present Council. We hope the
Punjab Government will soon be able tobring in a
iand revenue bill.

The report has not muceh $o say of the Legis™
1ature which it denominates as modsrate and loyal-
Therz is & clear evidence in the report to prove
that the Punjab QGovernment gave up the residen-
tial qualification for its M. L. C.'s with great re.
Inctapoe. But ons fails to understand the writer of
the report when he proclaima that dyarohy is
almost at an end in the province asthe distinction
batwesn the transferred and the reserved halves
tends to disappear. The Punjab Government has
sorupulously avoided the rise of any conventions
in advance of the Reform Act, and has failed
even %o introduca real dysrehyin the provines. 1t is
news to be told now that responsible government
in all subjects exists in the province as the report
would lead an unwary readerto believe. Pray what
rogard was paid to the wishes of the Legislature
as far as the releass of political priconers was con-
cerned ? Indeed the ideas of the Puniab Govern-
ment as to responsible government must be very
gueer, if it iz held that it was a responsible
government that thus treated the Guru.-ka-Bagh
incident, mishandled the volunteers at Lahore and
otber places and instituted suBh an accursed

system}of jail adminisiration in the province, The -

claim is}.indeed [too preposterous to merit much
oriticism.

As the result 'of the investigation connectegd

with the 1921 census we are told that the Govern

ment has after all discovered that the vitslity of
the peoples is decreasing. The death rate per mille.
has inoresssd from 18 in 1867 to 25 in 1921. This
is deplorable and we hope the Minister in charge

will be able to sfford time from his communal
squabbles to beatow a thought on this discovery.

The most interesting chapters are those on
education and agriculture. The figures for educa«
tion are indeed such as the Muhammadan Minis-
ter for education can be well proud of, By the-
arfificial stimulus he has provided by restricting
admissions to publio schoola in favour of the
Muhammadans, the numbsr of Muhammadan
scholars has increased from 2,42,000 in 1921-22 to
3,34,000 in the year under report. This shows
an increase of 387, while the general increase in
the same period has been about 247, The number
of Muhemmadan soholars has slmost doubled in
the six vears betweon 1916-17 and 1922-23, while
during the same period the increase in the number
of Hindu scholars amounts only &o 50%. One
wishes one were able to congratulate the Minister
on this achisevement, but when it is rememberad
that this increase chows a decorsase in the faeili-
ties for education for scholars belonging to other
religions, one cannoct make up one’s mind to deing:
it. That the department of education dees not visw
with favour the prospsot of a general extension
in litéracy is clear from the fact that ‘steps are
heing tazken to prevent the dissemination of a
smattering of education amongst a large number
of scholars.* This is being achioved by the closing
down of the single-teacher schools, This is surely
a step in the wrong direction.

The chapter on eo-operative societies makes
interesting reading. There are 9333 sacisties in all,
with a working capital of Rs, 4,72,00,000, Their
work is manifold. They supply oredit to their
members. In the distriet of Jhang an attempt is
made to buy back mortgaged land, In Lyalpur
district commission sale shops have been opsned
which advance 75 % of the market price of the
grain stored with them. In the Rawalpindi divi-
sion 10 cattle breeding socisties are being run by
the co-operators, Adult classes are run by the Co-
operative Department in conjunction with the
Education Department. We wish the Co-opera-
tive Department could avoid engendering a spirié
of antsgomism with the urban classes. To
hear some of the higher officials of the Depart.
ment one would think they are heading off for
Government by communes! Yet their interest
in their work is genuine and one can pardon en-
thusiasis many a thing.

Weo wish while dealing with the political actis
vities of the province the report had adopted a
botter tone. Anyhow the work done by some of
tte departments iasuch that any Government ¢can

be proud of it. .
SRI RAM SHABMA,
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.o+, LETTER FROM LORDON, ,, .y
AR paou'ovd oww CoRRBSPONDERT. i j’"
=T " Lowoow, Jos 5
1 NEED not writs much about Lord Olivier's reply
-40 Lord Peol's "Bomewhat foolish and injudi-
olous Interpellation on the Seoretary of Btate’s
‘gorrespondence with Mr Satyamurti The prin-
“clpal feature of the spesch was Lozd Olivier's clear
proncuncement thiat the Swarajists weranot people
necessarily to be treated with contempt and oblo-
quy, but rather as psople of respectability and
- ptatns, with whom it was desirable ,to treaf
- gorlously. It was & serious rebuke to pompous
wiseacres like the lals Seorelary of Siate and
the former- Viosroy- of - India, Lord Curzon,
who oould only follow with some ™ flatulent
platitades. * Lord Curzon ssemed entirely to have
missed not meroly the friendly naturs of Lord
-Olivier's refaronocs to the Swarajists, but his en-
«dargement, by implication, of the purposes of the
Indian Committee’s work and the terms of re-
ference. A oareful perueal of the verbatim speech,
which, doubiless, Lord Curzon iz now making st
felsure during the Whifsun vaoaiion, should
-glve considerable reassurance in India,

On tho other hand, it is an-enormous pily that
Mz, Das should have gone out of his way to permit
the passing of the resclution commemorating the
young aseassin of Mr, Day, whilst condemning
hie action, at the Bengal Provinelal Conference,
If be had wanted to put up people’s backs here he
-oould not have chosen aemore sffective method.
And indeed, even philosophical folk in this country,
who are not animated by raocial snd politioal pas-
sion, will wonder why Mr. Das and his fellow-
Bangalis should have thought it naecessary to
praise the misguided and unabalanced patriotism
-of the 'assassin. ds patriotism in Bengal so
rars & virtue that it needed this emphnsis ¥ Is seif-
snorlfice 'in .Bengal so porverted that even the
perveraion is welcome ¥ Surely Mr. Dasis not so
‘blind to tha effeots upon public opinion here as
not to ses that ho oreates the Impression that he
has go real condemnation for the ill-balance that
overaomes salf-restrajnt and impels & youthful
fanatic to slay another In oold blood In the
name of patriotism.

I may take the opportunity of pointing out
anothar matter that is standing In the way of a
eloaer understandiog and groater sympathy on
the part of even the better-minded peopla of this
country, . Itis the aloofness of the Swarajist
leaders. I have repeatedly pointed out the desi-
rability of their comiang hers to confer with ‘our
‘leading men, Mp Lsjpat Ral, who, it is no longer
a sacret, has repeatedly met some of the moat im-
portant and .influsntial, has shown what usaful
purposes oan bis served by aven non-official and
non-eommittal private conversations. Ha has help-
ed tooreata a differont and more.helpful atmo.
aphere, and he bas seen how the Labour leadsrs
shemaelves, realising that their time;is not yet,

. _ . -, oo
sre taking advantage of every opportunity to ad-
vanea the Labour cause/ in ‘spitd ‘of dally disobu-
ragemont. To wait for » formal invilation may be
political heroics, but it is rot political common-
senge, and the failuro of the Swarajist leaders to
make the most of the many unofficial opportunities
thAt are open to them, with a most unconvsntional
Ministryin office, is regarded -In’ many’ raspone
gibld Labour oirclas s evidence of  an abidenoce of
political understandisg on-their paré and as adding’
to the already unnecsssarily great diffioulties of
the mituation., Ganeral Booth used to say, when
asked why he had several of his hest hymns set to:
popular airs : “Why should $the Davil have all. the
bsst tunes ¥ And Labour leaders ask why the
Swarajists shonld be soutent to lat heir epponanti
alone have the ear of the politioal Jeaderas in
England. D L
Mr. Ramsay Maadonald informed the Houss”
yesterday that he proposed, in sccordancs - with
the Treaty, to aet up A Commission to decide: the
boundaries betwsen Northern and Southern
Ireland. ~ As however Northern Ireland haas
refused to appoint . & *Qommissioner, ocome
plications may ensue, and in order &o  olear
the matter up the question of the interpretation
of the Treaiy and the nature of the reforence on
the boundary qusestion are baing referred to tha
Judicial Commiitee of the Privy Council for ad-
vice., Probably the Lord Chancellor will preside
and the committee will include the Chief Justice
of Australia and probabix a Canadian Judge,
whose appointment will be relatively easy %o ob-
tain, as there are a number of Canadian appeals
before the Judicial Commitiee during the Summer
Term, when provision is ordinarily made for a
Canadian Judge to sit. It ims interesting to nole
that, in thie meantime, arrangements ars belog
made for the setting up of the Commission, and
that Mr, Justios Feotham, of South Afries, who
is well-known to you in India, has been askad
and consented to bo the Chairman. .
This is the elosing and twenty-sixth day of the
O'Dwyer-Nair libel suit. The Judge has just
olosed his summing up, and the Jury are now de-
oiding upon their verdiet. Justice MoOardie
has throughout the trial shown himself to favour

| Sir Miochael's oontentions and agajnst the claim of

the defendant that bis comments were justified
and without malice. An sttempt is being made $0
claar General Dyer, presumably on the ground
that he is & dying man, unable $o give evidence on+
his own behalf. This is how the Judze presented
the Dyer episode to the.Jury +~"Speaking with
fall deliberation and knowing the wholg of the
evidenoce given in this case, I exprass my® view
that General Dyer, under the grave and excep-
tional circumstanoes, acted rightly, and in my
opinion npon this svidence he was w'rongly punish-
ed by the Secrotary of State for India. That i_s my
view and I need hardly say thatI have weighed
avery circumsatance, every new detail, that was not
before the Huater Commistes.” We shall know
very shortly what the Jury thinks of the case. -

We are threatened “witlf a*lightting® rmilway"
atrike of national proportions. “l‘hs Communiss
element has managed %o organize &n uneﬁa:ai
strike, which is not recognised by the Nationsl
Union of Railwaya. The sooner the Union regains
sontral of the situation tha better, if it is to retain
the confidence of the public. Meanwhile, a larga
part of the London population, acoustomed %o
getting to and from work, by the Tubas, ia faced
with the utmost dificulsies of travel to.day. . One
doss not know how the matier will end, .
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ON INNER DEVELOPMENT.
A Series of Books.

. Mr. Ernest Wood, after long residencein the
East, has written & series of bocks based upon
Indian practice in self-development.

Rs. a.
Character~Bailding. A Praotical Course.
Third Edition. we O B
Memory Trainiag. A Practical Course.-
Fifik Edition. w 0 8
Concentration. A Praotical Course.
Sixth Edition. wse 0 8

Postage and Packing: Single Copy 11/2 anna,
all thres as. 3.

The Theosophical Publishing House,

Adyar Madras,

THE INDIAN BOOK SHOP
NEW INDIA OFFICE
George Town, Madras.
THE
Indian Administration.
FIFTH EDITION
BY

Prof, ¥. 6. KALE M. A.
Professor, Fergusson College, Poona,
Member, Tariff Bosard,

Thiw, the Fifth Edition, is thoroughly reviszed and brought
up-to-date. In preparing this Editico, the Author has res
srzanged 8nd eXpanded his exposition of the constitutional
and sdministrative changes, inaugurated by the Reforma Aot
of 1510, Th? developments in the Indian Government, havs
been dealt With shronologioally and logioally and an efforts has
been made 0 bring out prominently, the peouliarities of the
NOW OTRETigatitn ang to give an insight into ths working of
the Oentral, Provipeial snd Looal Administration. As the
socnomio, paoial 8nd politioal bearings of various adminlstra.
tlve problams have besn instrustivaly dealt with in ths book
University students will find the pressnt edition s very
heipful guide in his studies. To the genoral reader, the :prosent
sdition will be very uasful, az it gives full information regards
ia1g sthe Qovernment, ha has to influence.

Price Rs. FOUR. (Postage Bxtra. )

Copies oan be had of =—
(i) THE MANAGER, ARYABHUSHAN PRESS,

THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

" A bigh class University Journal for the promotion of
original research.
Four issuee will be published during each academic yety,
viz,) in September, December, February, and May. i
Editor—W. Burridge, M. A, M.B., B.Ch., L.M.8., 8.A.,and
N. K. 8iddhsntn, M. A,—supported by 8 wirong' Consultstive
Board ropresentative of all the Departments in theUniversity,.
Special Features.

The Fourpal will sontain original ocontributious from
members of the Luoknow Unlversity and will alse publish
Vernacular oontribntions in Hindl or Urdu of 8 suitable
character. It will contain portraits and illustrations Irord
time to time. It will alao publiah Revisws and Kotioes of all
important Books abd Reports coming out in the eduocationsl
world, Another important feature of the Journal will be the
publication of the latens news wbout University affairs and
other interesting Informaiions about edugaticnal mattera.

Annual Subscription.
Towp. Mofussil. Forelgn
For Students of the University, Rs. 2 0 2 8 }105.

For ail others - we Rs. 4 0 4 B

Matters for publicstion shonld be sent to the EDITCR
All business communications relating to subscriptiors and
sdvertisements should de sent io ths Business Manager.

The Journal is an eXcellent médium for advertisement.
For advertisemeut rates and other particnlars apply to—-

M. B. REHMAN,
Loogsow UNIVERSITY, } Buziness Manager,
LUCKNOW, Lucknow Universily Jonrmal.

LucEnow: UprpPerR INDIA PoBLISHING HOUSE, Ltd,, 41
Aminabad Park.
Loxpox : P, 9. KiNg & FoNns, Orchard House, 2 & 4. Gross

Smith Btreet, Westminister, Lond., 3. W,
Railways and the Budget
BY

“ECOYOMY”
A Collection of articles published ln the
“Servant of India”
{ Crown 16mo, size. pp. 80 )
Price As. 8 net,

The book exposes ths happy-go-lucky system
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis-
tribution and managemsent of railway finance. It
demonstrates how, instead of managing the
Railways as a business and conserving and improv.
ing them as a valueble national asset, the Board
and the Government of India have been only
muddling through at the sxpense of the travelling
public and the general tax-payer.

Rooks can be had from—
THE ARYABHUSHAN PRESS, BUDEWAR PETH,
POONA,

HINDU LAW.

(3rd Edition )
_ .BY-.
4. R, GHARPURE, Esq., . a., LL.B., (Hons.)
High Ceourt Vakil, Bombay.
Price quees Ten, Postage Extra,
Qopjgg ean be had at :— ‘
" THE Aryabhushan Press, Poona City,

THE KENYA PROBLEM.

A Selection from the Speeches and Wriings of
the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, ». c.

A vigorous and lucid exposition of the
Indian point of view. Contains also
the full text of the Cabinet decision,

: Pages 147, Price As, 12,
Apply to:
" The Aryabhusfian Press,
Budhwar Peth, _

POONA CITY.
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