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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.,

TEE Bwarajist leadors are at present
Droppiog Obstree- yngaged in & confersnoe  with
Mahatma Gandhi oa the sabject of
* Non-oo-operation and the Councils,” Itis said
that the Swarajists expressed themselves as will-
Ing to revise their position in any partioular, if
such revision would revive the former cordial
relations between the two ssotions of the non-co-
operation party and would lead once again fo
fruitful co-operation between them. But they
made one sordition : that abstention from the
legislatures is absolutely out of the question.
Bhort of resigning their seats from the legislative
bedies, they would doanything, they declared, to
meet the wishes of orthodox non-eo-operators.
And it appears they were told by Mahatmaji preci-
sely what we had ventured to tell them in all
bumility: that thers is no intermediats course
between boyootit of Councila and a polioy of res.
poneive co-operation therein. If boycott is ruled
cut, the rext best thing is, acoording o the tenets
of pon-co-operation, honestly to uee the legislaiive
machinery to promots the censtructive programme,
To play the part of a wrecker, to CppOsE &vVery-
-thing {rrerpectively of its merite,in much too van-
dalistic and unidyllio to pass for son-co operation.
Mahatma Gancki ban thus advised the leaders of
the Swarajist party to abjute the method gf
indiseriminate obstruction and, if they ocannot
eome out of the Councile, to extract therefrom the
& meaximum sdvantage they can for the furthering of
all the movements non-co-operators have at heart—
Swadeshi, tzmpe:ano&, &o.
& »
oot @ THIS advice we hope will aink in
Coopermion® the Swarsjist mind. If you are to
.. bs within the Councils your duty is

to strive your utmost to make the Couneils as
little harmfu) and as potent instruments for good
&8s you oan possibly make them. The Swarajist
polioy however proves injuricous in whichever of
the waya the Government docides to meet it. If
the Governmenst aocapis the popular vote and de-
cides to act upon it, the result is the closing down
of schools, hospitals, &c¢. If it rejects the vote and
decides to eontinne and develop such publie utili-
ty institutions, then the result is the substitution
of an sutoeratic for & parliamsntary government,

. Either way the pursuit of Swarajist tactics of

wholegale opposition lands us in one kind of mis-
chief or another. Non-co-operation, i. e, standing
apart altogether from a machinery which you
think Is psne{:&ted through and through withsata-
nio quality, has something idealistic and noble
about it, Responsive eco-operation, i. e. taking what
¥ou ocan get ard pressing on to gel more till you
got all that is due to you, has something of solid
worth about it. But ths policy of blind opporition
in Counoils, which the Swarajists favour, has the
merit neither of idealism  nor of practical bensf-
cenee, I&isat oncesordid and sieriie. Their as-
sociation with Mahatma Gandhi will, we forvently
hope, lead the Bwarsjist party to .drop uniform
_obstruction and to promote the constructive
programme. And it is to be hoped that they will
not interpret the constructive programme in a too
narrow way. Everything that goes te build up the
gouniry is part of a construotive programms. The
extension of achooling and medical facilities
is a3 much inoluded in it asthe promotion of
Khaddar and the prohibition’ of drink, Such a
modification in the Swarajist attitude affords the
best chance for maeny & long day for a thorough
unity of effort Tn the aftainment of Swarsi,
» * *

iT is reassuring, though mnothing

' The Crown Colonles Jous wag expeoted, that Dewan Ba-

Caommittes,
hadur Rangachariar declared on -
landing in England aa member of the Crown Colo-
nies Committee that so far as his Committee was
concerned, 8 compromise on geceral priniciples
was out of the question. TUnder the Tory GQovern.
ment last year, the India Officefoughtsby of ganaral
prineiples, such as equality of citizenship, &o, and
ried to persnade the Indian deputations not to
dwaell on them. But they zightly refused to do so
and wo are glad the 2same will be the aititude at
least of the Indian members of the Crown Colonies
Committes, Mr Rangachariar also expraessed the
true Indian feeiing when he said that whether
in Kenya, Fiji or anywhers alge, Indians did not
want in any way {9 prejudice the interesta of the
natives=-by stealing first their lands and then their
limbs, for example. We may in this connection
mention that Mr, Sastri sentthe following telegram
to the Indian members of the Committee when
-about to sail :* India’s hopes and good wishes are
with you. Be streng. Our osuse is just snd must win
some day if no ignoble compromise now bara the -
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way.” To which H. H. the Aga Khan replied
* Gratefully appreciate your go.d wishes. Will
do utraost.” To Mr. Hope Simpson and! Sir Benja-
min Rohertson Mr. Sastri cabled: “ India prayer-
fully trusts you will preserve her sclf-respset and
Britain's honour, The Empirer cannot long
survive the extersion of the colour bar beyond
‘South Africa.” Mr. Hope Simpson has ¢abled
baok to say that he will do his best,

* * *

THE Land Revenue Bill introduced
by the Home Member inthe Madras

Legi-lative Council was summarily
rejasted in the first reading by 63 against 18 votss,
the Ministerialists and the Opposition joining
hands against Government. The reason was this.
To give effect to the Parliamentary Joint Com-
mitiee's recommendation that land revenus settle-
ment should ba brought under the purview of the
legislature, the Government asked the Board of
Revenue to draft a bill. That was ready in 1921
and an influential committee of officials and un-
officials wrots & unanimous report on i, makiog
some amendments In t1e draft bill, As some of the
prominent members of the present CounciPwers
members of that committes, if tne bill had been
introduced 23 recommeanded by them, it would
have had an oasy passage. But thae Gavaetament took
upon themselves—under pressurs from Dslhi, it
was freely said—to make a most vital change. The
committeo had provided that all proposals for in-
troducing re-settlemeont rates should be brought bs-
fore whe legizlature for adoption, amendmoant or re-
jection, as it concidered fit, The new bill provided
instead for such proposals bsing laid on the table
forat lesst two months while the Connoil wasingase
sion and for the Government passinz f£nal orders
after takiny into considsration any opinions eg-
pressed in the Council on the proposals. No won-
der the Council grew indignant over the ochange
and gave a most decisive vote, in order that a bet.

A Land Revenuae
HLH

19

tor bill may be introeduced. The indignation was

all really against the Government of India, for the
former Home Membar, 3ir Muhammad Habibulla
Khun, had sigoed tBe commibtee’s report. The new
bill was an Inprovement over the preseat Ravenus
Manual only iu one raspeet.—it had fixed tha max-

imum increment at a re-settlement at 3 anaas ia

the rupes instead of the presant 4 annas. If tha
bill iad been passed there world have baon soms
immediate rel:af to & cartain nunoer of ryots. B s
the principle af stake, ths rigns of the legistasurs
to bave ths final say in the mattar of resettlenans
rates, was muoh more Luiportant than their inter-
est and the Council did well in staading up for it.

* * *
A VERY curious position has bee

reached by the Legislative Assembly
demandivg by a majority vote the resscinsion of
the depurwation order against Mr. Horniman and
the Bumbay Leygisintive Counoil voting against it.
There is nu doubt that the former vote represents
the public opinion iatae country and the latter
flouts it in an outrageous fashion; but it is too
much to expeot that any (Gtovernment, having af
its back the vote of a popular though unrepresenta-
tive body, will set it aside in order to do slementary
justice even to & distinguished journalist. It does
not require, on the part of one who takes up cud-
gels in Mr. Hornmiman’s behalf, an identity of
political views witn him; and so we oan only depre-
cate the red herrings drawn by Sir Maurice Hay-
ward across the path of the legislators in Bombay
when he dilatad upen the opinions and the charac-

bir. Horstiman,

ter of Mrr Horniman. If he wmismanaged the
Bombay Chronicle, it is the Chronicle’s affair; if he
abused Modorates, it is the Mnderates’ affair.
Whether. in the opinion of the publio in India, Mr,
Horaiman's politiecs was sound or unsound, the
public at any rats does not desire that the Gaevern-
ment should intervene to set matters right. The
Indisn people have long overpassed the nesd of
such spoon-feeding at ths hands of Government,
and are agreed that Mr. Horniman should be re-
gstored to liberty.

* - *

IF the Bombay Government dec.
The Angora Deputa-Tines to admit Mr. Horniman into

India in the Chronicle's intorest, the
Government of India rofases leava to> tha An-
gora deputation to leave India f r Turkey.in the
interest of the Ottoman Government. If the depu-
tation is zoinz on a religious mission, it should,
savs the Goverament, be exclusively Moslem in its
somposition : it should undertake ts abstain from
Turkish politics, &e., &c. But surely these things
the Indian Government can {eave to the decisioa of
Turkey. Ordoesitthink that bapausa, inthe matter
of the Khilafat, the deputuiion takss a view dif-
fersnt fron that of the Angora Government, the
latter will be either so mean and undemnoosratic asto
refusa entry to the deputation or so unimarzinative
and panic-stricken as to fear any serious mischief
from its participation in politics? The Indian Gov-
ernmant need not be too solicitous of Angora: tha
latter knows what it is $o its inferest and would wal-
come the opportunity afordad by the dsputation
to confer with Indian Moslams. The Indian Gavarn
meont is sadly mistaken in thinkiog that what tha
Angora deputation wants is British protestion
in a foreign country. The deputation ruus no risk
in visiting Angora. If is guite safe thers and it

-only wants that the Government of Iadia shouald

not interfsre to prohibit it from leaving the
gountry. Here again it is not necessary that one
should entiraly support the deputation in its aims
in order to advocate ils cause. All that wa are
concerned ahout is tha prineipls that porfoct frae-
dom should bs allowed for every legitimate
adventure, and by no stretech of imagination can
the depuation be regarded as anything but a
legitimate vanture.
L J * L

IT is certainly not oreditable to

the Hindu Statas of Travancores and
Coechin, which are far ahead of other States and
of British India in educational matters, that they
should deny the right of way in publioc roads to low
caste Hindus, who would cease to be under any
such disability the momeant they espoussd Christi-
anity or Muhammadanism. XNot that we would
daefand sueh disability on any class of human
beings, but its existonce in Hindu States against
Hindus is particularly incongruous. If in the por-
tion of Malabar which is under British rule, where
sooial customs ats the same as in Travancore and
Cochin, this right of way is conceded with the
acquisscence of the caste Hindus, surely similar
aoquiescence may be expscted of the caste Hindua
in these States, and no breach of the public peace
need be feared as the resuit of the prohibited
castes using the roads. We can understand privi-
leged classes wanting the disability to eontinue
but not progressive modern States. We wish the
Kerala satyagrahis every success and frast they
will continue to courk arrest in smail batohes and
resist every provooation to violence, wheiher
offared by caste Hinduas or subordinate servanis

A true Satyagraba.

of the States,
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INDIA AND THE KHILAFAT.

IT was ‘only natural that the deposition of the
K halif and the abolition of the office of Khalif by
the Turkish Assembly should have come assan
almost unbearable shock to Indian Mussalmans,
after the vigorous agitation they had conducted
through the Khilafat committess. But now they are
gradually recovering from the shock and beginning
to appreciate the Turkish view.point. Very
litile indignation was exprossed against the Turks
in ihe resciutions of the reoent Khilafat eonfer-
snce at Oaleutia. The first resolution asked the
Musraimans “to aot with patience and prudence
instead of becoming unduly exclied,” believed that
the visws and objeocta of the men im authority
in Angors were not vet clear and needed further
sluoidation {|) and until they wers ® ascertained
beyond a shadow of doubt and in full detail,’ the
Museslmans should *abstain from formipg final
opinion and refrain from doing any thing likely to

disturd unify end jeopardise the sclidarity of the

Mussalmans of the world. Another resclution
tolls the Turks that, whatever might be their own
opinion and whatever theay might have done to
the Khalif, their Government is the central
Islamio Government and therefors the trus Khila-
fat, and if the men in authority in Angora at present
are unwilling to accept the responsibilities of the
Kbalif, * then it ia the duty of the Muslims of the

~ world to invita the attention of their Turkish bro-

thers to the necessity of reformation and to take
all possible steps in this behalf.” ‘Reformation’ is
rather vague ; perhaps what is intended !is thata
nominal Khalif should be appointed to matisfy
orthcdox sentiment—some one whose namse ocould
be mentioned in praysrs. But as the Turkish Gove
ernment will pot endow him with any political
powers, such a Khalif { His Holiness and not Hia
Majesty } would not be scceptable to non-Indian
Musealmans generally, Since no mention is made
of a possible non-Turk Khalif, the only interprata-
tion that we oan put on these rosolutions is that
they mark a stage In the tranmition of opinion to-
wards the aoceptance of the Turkish decision—
which transition is very weloome indeed.

This movement of opinion is also reflocted in'

the prers. The Muslim Qutlook of Lahore has been
publishing articles from a gentleman who has been
iIn Turkey, Egypt, Syris and other Mussalman
countries, in which he has strongly defended the
sotion of the Turks. He relates how diffcult
he found it to defend the idea of common alle-
giance by all Mussalmans to the Khalif, when
in the lats war, Mussalman soldiers in Allied
armies—Indians, Arabs, Moors—pressed on the
then Khalif on every front, though he had de-
clared a jekad and ealled upon all true believers
to fight the enemy of Islam wnder his bamner,
More vigorous and effective still is defencs of
the Turks by the Sahebsa Aftab Ahmed Ehan who
was till recently in the Indis Counoll, and who

s now V;oa-thcal\in: of the Aligarh University,

Heo guis the Turkish case very foroibly and points
out how the Sultans of Turkey &and Xhaslifa
misruled and oppressed $he Turkish people,
{without admonition or interfersnce from Indian
Mussslmans) nor were willing or sble to help
other Mussalmans agsinst Europoan sggressors—
in other words, unable to discharge the funciions
of the Khalif, The Turkiszh psople balisve, says
Mr Aftab, that under the Khilafat they never had
and never will bave any chancs for full national ro-
generation, without which their fres and indepen-
dent existenoe in Eurcpe .is no longer possible.
Rogarding the suggestion that has been made by
some that Kemal Pasha should himsslf accept the

office of Khalif, Mr. Aftab Ahmed truly observes:

% In this imperfeot world the intoxication of temporal
powsr alone ia snough 1o upast the balance of a humsn
bsing, but whén tae aunthority of moms spiritual
offics is also saoperaddsd, them the rights a&nd
Iiboriies of the peopls are pever safe. It is
perfectly irue that our holy Prophet and his foor imme~
diate sucoessors showed how the two offices oan be com-
bined for the benefit of the paopls, But ail subssquast his-
story tells a diffarens tale. ”

Bpesking of the fascination whish Inijian Mas.
salmans have for the word Khilafas, he says,
®Thers is no tyranny so subile as that of certain
words and phrasea which catch imagination, dis-
lodge roason and cause confusion of idaas and
exposs their viotims to influences which lead to
ruin and disaster. Suoh appears to bs the fate of
Indian Mussalmans in eonnesotion with ocertain
phases of this question of the Khilafat” Finally
he warns his correligionists againat the interested
propaganda of the Earopsan nations, partionlarly
the Allies, who have spscial rsasons not to love
Komal Pasha or his victoricus and progressive
Government overmuch. Webeliave Indian Muassal-
mans have already ssen through this propagands,
since they have refused {o oountensancs any non-
Turk Khalif, though several are in the field, and
have not shown) the least inclination to take up
the suggestion of having an Indian Khalif in the
person of H. E. H. the Nizam. Kemal Pasha has
explained in his own tsoiful and inimitable way,
how the Turkes have tranformed the Khilafat into
an abstract idea and assimilated it in the Govern-
mont, so far ae Turkey is conocerned. That is
obvicusly what the other Mnasalman couniries
also are invited to do, i. e. recognise the due pro-
teotion of all religions as the funoction of a secular
state and do away with a personal defender of the
faith, Turkey has recognised that the world has
outgrown a theooratio stats or supev.state and
Indian Mussalmans are beginning to recognise it

THE WHITE MAN'S TRUST!
MR, J, H. THOMAS, the Colonial Secretary in the

- Laboar Cabinet, speaks often enough about “native

E g

trusteeship”, but to him apparently it is but an
empiy phrase. He has been plied in Parliament
with gaestions regarding the Master and Servanis
Ordinanes, the Registration of Natives Ordinance,
tp & which apell for the East African wards of the



160

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

-

[ ArriL 8, 1924

whites a form of semi-slavery, but Mr. Thomas
apparently regards all suech pleas for humanifa-
riapism as iospired by m mawkish sentimenta.
lity, to which only imbeciles would pay auy
heed. Ifon csrdinal labour principles he is so
utterly unsound, it is hardly & matter for surprise
that, whers his information is derived exoclusively
from official sources, he is altogetker engulfed by
the bureaucratic spirit,. On March 6 Mr. Morel
endeavoured to expose inm the Commons soms of
the monstrosities inherent in the system of taza-
tion which obtains in Kenya. By this system the
whites who are best able to pay maks the least
coniribution to the publio revenues, while natives
who just live on the borderland of starvaticon are
made to bear, over and above the cost of the
native services, the largest share in the cost of
the development of the country in the white in-
terest. What percentage of the receipts from
native taxation is in faet devoted to European
requirements, the Kenys officials have not yet
made publio, and will perhaps never do, but
ocogeionally you get an officisl or two to tell you
privately but plainly that a considerabie part of
the money derived from native sources is really
expended on European interasts. [ havs ssen many
ieaflets recommendiog Kenya for white ssttiement,
in which the most seductive featurs of this
modern Arcadia is made ouf to be the absenscs of
an income tax and a land tax. The absence of these
two taxes is no doubt a very great scandal, but the
full measure of the iniguity of this system of

taxation will not be apparent uatil one is furthec

told that the deficiency in revenue is made up by
olapping on the natives a tax which makes a
large proportion of them work on Europsan farms
for nearly three months in & year, The gross partia
lity of this arrangement Mr, Moral tried to bring
out by asking the following question in the House
of Commons 1—

Will the Sscretary of State for the Colonies take steps
to review the incidence of direot taxation upon the native
population of Kenya, which ir effect invelves the able-
badised mals population in work upon Europesn farms and
plantations for three months out of the year; and will he
tzke stops to sscure that the priociple be adopted that at
loast one-fifih of the direct taxes paid by the natives shall
be roturped to them in technical educatien, medical
service and agricultneal nstruction?

To this Mr. Thomas returned the fuollowing
apswneri—

1 cannot accept the auggestion that a native cannot pay
Lis tax by working on his own ascount. Active steps ars
boing taken to extend native education and inoreaws
pative agricultural prodaction, but I do not think any
fizsed precentage oan be laid down, The proportion
sugqested by my Hoo. friend was vwery nearly resched
in 1922 aod if veterinary services are inocluded, was
exceeded.

As to the effoct inoreased native taxation has
on the native labour supply, it is hardly worth
while to engage in a controverasy with the Colonial
Becretary : it is writ large in the official Labour
Commission's Report of 1912—13, to whioh it is
enough to refer him. But on the latter portion of

Mr. Thomas® answer, it is necessary to dwell for
a8 few minutes. Beafore procasding, howaver. ta
examine its accaracy, I must meation two facts.
First, that the native pays not only in the form of
the hut and the poll taxes, which Mr Mors!
apparsntly had in mind when he put the question,
but in two other waye —through customs duaties on
imports for native consumption (and it must not be
supposed that their inoidence is at all light)
and through the tax in the shape of free lahour in
the Reserves, a part of which, e. g,,on motor roads,
is really for the bensfit of the Euaropeaus. The
second fact to be borne in mind is that the test
which Mr. Morsl applies hers is to> easy, viz.
that one-fifth of the procesds of dirsot tages from
the native should ba applied to the education and
medical services in the Resarves. The real principle
of allooation of revenues that ought to ba applied
is the one embodied in " A Plan for Government by
Mandate in Africa™ published by the League of
Nations Union. As the EKosnya Govarnment pro-

fosses to bs oonducted on the trusteaship
pian, like oountries administerad uader the
League of Nations’ mandate, thera is mno

reason why Articie XVII on Revenus therein
should not apply %6 Kenya: “ Ths Mand-
atory should, so far as possible, allooate all re-
venues derivad from dirsct taxation of Africans to
the native Goveranment, to be spent by them subject
to advice and approval of tho Rasident Advimers.
The whole of the revenue of the Mandatory, from
whatever source arising, should beexpanded for tae
gole advantage of the inhabitants of tas tarritory.”"
The principle therefore that should govern the
Kenya Government's pilioy is not that oae-fifth of
direot taxes should bz applied to sducation and
medical help, but that all the revenue shourld ba an-
plied sololy to native interests and taat tha whote
proseeds from direct taxation should be spent bv
the natives as they desire. But the Kenya Gover.:-
ment dues not come upeven to the low standard
mentioned by Mr. Morel. Mr. Thomas affirma
that it does, but I propose to show below that it
falls far short of it.

The Hut Tax and the Poll Tax wers eatimated
to produce in 1923 £500,365; leaving the ocost of
labour on reads &c. which natives are liable to
supply out of the reckoning for the moment, tie
guestion is whether on native education and wmedi-
eal relief one-fth of £500,000 or £100,000 is ex-
pended, Itis most surprising that Mr. Thomas
should have answered the question in the affirma-
tive, whereas the fact is that to these two servicas
only a quarter of this amount is devoted for the
beneofit of the native. Ia 1922 the Kenya (overan-
ment spent 270,478 shiliings on Arab and native
education $through its own ageacy, aud it gave
217,920 shillings by way of grants to Missions.
Now, of the 2014 children in atitendance in Arab
aund native schools, about 400 are Arabs; so we
may take it that of the 270,478 shillings disbursed
by it though its own agency, 216,380 shillings were
speat on the natives, which with the 217920 shgs.
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graat makes a total of 434,300 shgs. or £IL715
Bo much ths Eenya Government speut on native
educsation { not only technical and agricultural
education but literary eduncation as wall } in 1932,
And how muoch did it spend on medical facllities
for the natives ¥ 1t is diffcult to give exnot Sgures,
but in 1921 only £6,665 was spent onmedical work
in Native Roserves ( £2,372 for the subsidizing of
Missions and £4,204 spent by the Mediocal Depart.
ment itself ). Thus to these two services of the
most vital Importanoa to the natives it would ap-
pear that only £28,381 wae epent, whioh bears a
proportion, not of 20 °/,, but 5.7 %, to the proceeds
of the Hut and Poll Taxes. Mr, Thomas says that
if veterinary servioes are included, the expenditura
would excead 20 7. The smount spent on veteri-
nary services in Native Ressrves in 1332 { includ-
iog the salaries of European veaterinary officera)
was £10,374. Thus the inolnsion of thess servi-
ces would bring up the toial of expenditure in the
native interest to £38,755 and raiss the percen-
tage of direot taxation applied to these purposes
from 3-7 to 7% The smount that ig actually
spert on the three services mentionsd is thus
little over one-third of what Mr. Thomans says is
being spent. 1t would be well if the Colonial
Seorstary would exp'ain his figures in detail. I
fgol cortaln that his sritbmetic is very serious-
Iy at faalt somewhere. These bald fSigures par-
haps sonvey to tne reader a very imperfest
idea of the Kenya Government’s grave negleot of
the naiive, He will have a better idea of the
madical and sanitary condition of the native
when I put before him just two facts, that of every
1,000 ohildren bora 40) die within tha Sret Swelvs
months of life ( whereas the infant mortality rate
for England for the year 1921 was 83 per 1,000),
snd that when army reoruitinent went on, ths
Government had an average of about 33 % absolute
wrecks among natives. Oas caanot too strongly
censure the utter caliousness wita which the Govw-
ernment of Kenya has treatad these three subijects
of the utmost advantaze to the natrive : eduoation,
maedicsl help and veterinary work. Jt is best to
adduce the evidence of the whites themselves, O .
May 4,1920, C. W. R, Laues said in the Kenya
Legislative Counoil: * With regard to the first
{ education ), beyond the grant of a fow rupees by
Government nothing was done to sdusate the na-
tives in the Roserves. With regard to the second
(medical relief ), the Nyanza Provinos oonsisted
of five districts, - The whole Provinoe had only
one Madioal Officer whone time was taken upwi h
the Europesn community in Kisumu. It natural.
ly fell that the native got very little medieal atten-
The five districts mentioned were
visited at frequent periods by emall pox, plague,
&¢., which naturally oarried off thousandas of
Thoussnds of pounds were spent an-
nually in combating the diseases of animals out-
side the Native Reserves andsas far as he was
awars not & penny waas spsnt on combating the
diseass of human bsings inside the Reserves!™

the unspeakable shame of England.

Aunother Europein membar, A C. Hoey, aided
*The Elgsi Raserve was visited occasicnally by
an officer, and then only for the oollaction of taxes
or to sea what labour he oonld gat.™

I would repoat hers & suggestion which has
been mada befors. For administrative purposes
the Government has separated native from non-
pative areas ! why should not ths Goverament
effect a similar separation in the native and non-
native budget ¥ Why does it not decide that all
tho money raised from native reserves should be
spant therein ? There is nothing impracticable in
this suggestion; it has besn put forward, not by
vislonaries but by practical administrators. Then
it will be emsy to find out whether the native gets
a proper share in the contribution -he makes to the
eountry's nances, As it is, the manner in which
huge amounts are wrang from him for the purpose
of devoting them to European interests redounds to

8.3 VazE

THE RETROCESSION OF BERAR.

Ag an old Berari revisiting the province of my

birih, I have besn interviewing old frisnds and other

‘persons, including well-known Non-co-oparators,

Sﬂ'araiists, Liberals and Moderates, on the subject
of retrocession—a subject in which I naturaliy have.
a keen interest. I havs, besides, talked with masy
plain people, merchants, farmers, labourers, -ete.,
who have nothing to do with politics; and all.
with whom I have talked with ons voics azree
that a return to the cld Moghslai undsr which
Berar was for o long is wholly undesirable, not
to say disastrous: that it would very sericusly
affact the prosperity of the province, and disturb
the present sense of commaerocial security, which
has brought about a Iarge increase in production
and trade since the cession of Berar in 1302,

Moreover, every onas of all fhess people
daoi&red that po one has 8 word to say in favour
of retrooession except & few Muhammadans who
feel it their duty to uphold the Nizam as a cor-
religionist ; and an occasional Hindu who rsjoices
in perverss ecoentricity, or else, having nothing
himself to lose, may even be able to roast his
brinjals in the burning houses ‘of his neighbours.
And whenever I have mentioned Me D, K-
Thakur’s and Mr. Saiyyad M. Rahman’s blithe
lettars of espousal to the Chronicle, I have been
mot with oynical smiles and told that suoh letters
are too patently an easy bid for notoriaty as wall
as for more solid favours; while in Mr. Bahman’s
oase there might also be mingled” a very natural
zeal for 1slam.

Every one agrees that tha Nizam's offer of
autonomy is in itsslf proof that he has no hope of.
the Berar people consenting to the change withous

some such honeyed balt—if it is left te their self- -

determination, as of course it muat be, since the
time Is past when one ruler may present _another
with several millions of human beings, as he migh
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present a herd of eattls or & day’s shikar, As to
the offer of autonomy, it is considered rather asa
g00d joke and one not to be considered seriously, ss
it is on the face of it patently sbsurd, and too trans-
parently " thin.” Thers iz s Marathi proverb
which may be translated : Cur boy is a darling,
but the neighbour’s boy is a little wretch! In this
casg it is the neighbour’'s boy who iz to be the
pampered pet and he naturally feels a litile
suspicious of a promise of sweetments which the
son of the houre has never enjoyed., When littie
Haidarali hes been given some gulabjemuns, then
little Berari 1.al may feel mors confident that he
tov may gat & shars.

Mr. Raghavendra Rao's visit to Akola week
befure last was the occasion of a big meeting of
protest against retrocession at which the offer of
autonomy { especially in ths light of Mr. Rsgha-
vendra Rao's recent experience of the beautiful
state of avtonomy existieg in Haiderabad itself}
was repudiated as an impossibility. Awn apposition
meeting called in Akola was attended by a bare
two hundred, most of whom were Mchammedan
schoolboys. At the Yeotmal meeting a vote of
distrust was passed, but at the meeting.held in
Khamgaon, it was decided after muech discussion
to take no actlon until the Viceroy replied to
H. E. H. the Nizam’s letter, and then only if his
reply were at all favourable fo retrocession. In-
fiuential Non-co-operators and Swarajists felt it
would ke infra dig. to appear to cling to the skirts
of a nurse the need of whom they daily repudiate,
and to cry out before they were hurt. If a tiger
is seourely locked in a strong steel cage, it werse
surely previous to be disturbed at his roaring for
release as long as the keeper shows no inclination
t0 open the door—especially if one is not on good
terms with the keeper and has been urgently press-
ing his discharge as a useless and oppressive in-
terloperr He might altogether misunderstand s
premature protest, smile in his sleeve, or got con-
ceited. 1t would be time enough to make au out-
ory if he began fitting the key into tre lock, and
that—every one is convinced—he is much too
shrewd to do.

The Government is not such a fool, they say,
as to band over a crore and a hslf of good revenue
for the asking. " Would I refund a rupee of my
profits to & custcmer because he wanted it 9" said
a shrewd old Marwari friend, “I would not give
up four annas! And is the Sarkar mad enough to
give up 150 good lakhs, when it need pay only a
25 lskhs lease, only because the Nizam Sahip
would like it ? Will even a fish giva back a ruby
he bas swallowed ? No, no, the world is of quite
another sort, and we need not be anxious,”™ * And
why would Moghalai be such a calamity?™ I
asked. ‘‘Too many royal birthdays, too many
royal visits, too, too many nazaranas!” He
laughed, “ How should we poor Marwaris msakse a
living?" I wall remember hearing old Rerar
Kunbis tell of the old days beforo the cession of
Berar and say how they, or their fathers, dare not

show any sign of prosperity lest their taxes be in-
creased. To swagger abroad in a Paithani turban,
with a fat gold 2alf in the right ear and silver
anklets and bracelets on, would have besen dis-
astrous. ‘"It is only now we dare to dress like
that, ” they would say. “ In the days under the
Moghalai we always had to pretend wo waere poor
even if we did well, or we were troubled by all
sorts of bloodsuckers. "

But people fond of bashicg the Government
are most of all apprehensive of the ourtailment of
their freedom of spesch, which would be inavitable
on retrocession. A well-known Non.co-oparator
assured me that the day after the retrocession was
accomplished would infallibly find him in prison,
since his only alternatives would be to shut his
mouth { a temperamental impossibility ), or to ssll
his property and leave the province, which would
entail heavy loss since the emigration, which
certainly follow retrocession, would bring down
would land valzes—unless indeed the editors of the
Chronicle would be sporting snough to make good
their promise to move intc Berar, and buy up the
lands and houses of the departing | It is worth re.
marking, by the way, that ever since 1302 there
has been a steady if slow immigration from Hai-
darabad State into Berar, indeed even sines 1853
when Berar came partially under Brifish control.

Mr. 3. B. Bapat, editor of the Prajapakshg, B
tart and peppery little Swaraijist weekly, told mo ho
had written several times to the Chronicle strongly
contradicting their airy-fairy deolarations of the
fond eagerness of all Berar to re-enter the Mogha-
lai, but that, so far, not the slightest notice had
been taken of his letters. He therefore took pains
to coliest =znd publish in his double issue of
March 2nd, the opinicns, unanimously against
retrocession, that appesred in the Kesari, Karmavir,
SManvantar, Mauz, Udaya, Dnyanprakash, Jagriti,
Nava Kal, Lokamanya, Maharashtra, Hitavada,
Veice of Indin, tbe Swarajya of Madras, the
Searchiight of Patua and the Tribune. For lasck
of space he was unable to quote the opinions,
similarly unfavourable, of still many more Indian
newspapers of very differing political stripes.
But the Chronicle, happily ohronicling in the
simple obscurity of Bombay, has never heard of
any of all these. How great must be the tranquil-
lity of Medows Street! Not so great, unfortu-
nately, can be either the obseurity or tranguillity
of Haidarabad, and H. E. H. the Nizam must be
rather sad af the distrust and dissent with whish
his offers have been met. Af least it must comfort
Lhim that the offer of any other Indian prince
would mest with the same response, since all are
agreed that they would no more willingly consi-
der a cession with any other Indian State, even
the most asdvanced, since what fhey want is
demooracy, not 8 change of masters, Dr. M. XN.
Parasnis, a prominent Non-co-operater of Kham-
gaon, said to me that the British Government was
an evil also as well as the Nizam Sarkar, but that
since it was without doubt & much lesser evil, ik
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became necessary, in a worid so unidesl, for Barar, . {i)
however reiuctantly, to choose it in preferance to September 10th 1909,

Moghalai until sclf-goverment becoma possible.
BERARI

SOMLE GOKHALE LETTERS.
BY(C F. ANDREWS.

WHEN 1 was in Engiand, Iast Christmas, 1 spent
the Christmas season with my brothers and sisters
{n RBirmiogham, near to the sefflement of the
: Booiety of Friends oalled * The Selly Oak Colleges.’
This settlement owes very much indeed to those of
the Quaker families, who have been oonnectsd
! with Blrmingham for some generations past.
They are tha Cadburys, the Hoylands, and the
Sturges. It was a grest joy to ms fo meet mem-
bors of these familles, and to shars their hospitality
.at the Christnas season of peace and good-will,
Of all the communities In the west, who have en-
.deavoured to bring peace and good.-will back to
mankind, both during the horror of the war, and
aftorwarda during the Armistice and the Peace,
these members of the Booiety of Friends have done
the most. - Ithink that it should be alsc known,
that thoy have instinoctively felt the saintliness of
Mahatma Gandhl and in no way misunderstood
bim. From the very first, they were eagsr to
- seoure his rolsase; and lettera have eome pouring
-in to me since his release was announced in the
papers, teliing me of their joy at the good pews,
I had no idea that Mr. Gokhale had ever come
olosely into touch with these good people in
Birmingham., One day, however, st a mesting
-which I addreased, an elderly gentleman got up to
thank me and told the saudience that he mnd his
sister had besn intimats friends of Mr. Gokhale,
and that the latter bad stayed.at their house,
while he was.in England, and had alse corres-
ponded with them. This old man was a member
-of the Sturge family. He and his sister wers each
-of thiem neearly eighty. They had never wmarried.
Eveory day of their lives had basn given to good
works; and in the ceurse of doing good thsy had
not forgotton for one moment the ocounsel of the
Ssrmoen on the Mount, that the left hand should
not know what the right hand did. It was a hap.
.piness at Christmas time {0 ms to go and visit
them in their homse, wherea Mr. Gokhale himsslf
pad been, and we talked a long while about him.

On my departure, I asked Misa Sturgs, if she
-‘bad any letters still lsft, whioch Mr. Gokhale had
written to her. Among many which wers ounly of
- personal intereat, she chose three, which dealt
.. with publis affairs, and very kindly zave me lasve
" to publish them in India.

Itis clear to me, that the Servant of India
ds the rightful papsr for their publication. One of
them is actually addressed from the Servants of
India Booiety, Poona, the house whers I am sit-
‘$ing at the present moment while I write this intro-

u otion to the three latters which now follow —

L

** I was laid up with malaria fever, This fover
clung to me obstinately till the end of August, aad
it is only during the last ten days that I have
been agsin able to attend tc work or ocorrespon.
dance. The Curzon-Wyliie murder has nmo doubt
done considerablé injury to our cause ; but] it has}
I find, shocked back many of our extremists icto a
groater sanity of judgment. Our problem isindeed
an enormously difficult one,—I somefimes think
that po country in the world was ever called upon
to face suoh a problam as ours. Endlass divisions
and sub-divisions in the country ; the bulk of the
population ignorant and clinging, with s tenaocity
of whioch only th¢se who are of them can have an
adequate eonoeption, to old modes of thought and
sentiment; which are averse from all change and
whieh do not understand change ; saventy millions
of Mahomedans more or less hostile to national
aspirations, and sll power lodged in the hands of &
fleating body of foreign officials, most of whom
generally represent your Tory principies at thair
worat,~—this is the situation to-day.

Out of this mass, an India has to be evolved,
strong, free, united, demooratic and qualified to
take her proper place among the nations of the
world. It is a task that may well appall, and I
don't know if it will ever be accomplished, but we
can all work towards that end and after ali there
is much in the words of ons of your inost beautiful
bhymus—" One step enough for me.”

(it}
Servants of India Sosiety, Poona City,
Dacember 5th, 1910,

“The presemt year has been a iremendous
rush for some of us in this country, and my health
too, all the whils, has not been of the best., The
new Counsiis and their sulatged funetions have
led to & oonsiderable increase in the work and res-
ponsibilities of anofficial membars; and $ill thase
new things attain their proper level, a fow of u®
must be prepared to bear more Jthan thsir proper
share of the burden. Then, too, my Socisty has’
thie year made exceptionally heavy demands on:
my time, whioch [ have been barely abla to meet
The new Coancils are now in fair working order
throughout the countiry, and despits many and
obvious defeocts, I think they will enabie us to put
the buresucracy repeatedly on its defence and to
introduoce the light of publio criticism into places
whare it has been till now all darkness.

I think this is an important step in advance
at our present stage and is bound to lead to others
mors important than this before long. In any’
ease I am ocontent to make the bast we ocanm of
thesa Couaocils and then prepars the ground for
what muat follow.

The year bas seen three important publications
onIndia. Ramsay MacDonald’s book, Valentine
Chirol's letters in the Times, and Monsisur
Chailley's book in two volumes. Of thesse Mr
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MacDonald's book shows the most understanding
of the Indian problem; the other two books are alsy
suggestive in their way, however much we may dis-
agres with them. I doo’t think anything of perm~-
nent interset has been published in this country in
this Seld, which it would ba worth your while to
read.

My Society is doing very weall indesd. Two
months ege, a branch consisting of six mem-
bars, was opened at Madras for work in
Madras Presideney. This week another has been
openad for work in the Bombay Presidency and
the Central provinces. It consists of seven
members and four permanent assisiants, I now
fee] quite assurad of a careor of great usefulness
for the Socisty”.

{iii)
63, Ballygunge Circular Road, Calcutta,
January 29, 1912,

“The King's visit, about the wisdom of w hich
there wers serious misgivioes at one time in
several quarters, has proved a big and ungualifiad
sugcess, There is no doubt that he has the rare
and happy knack of saying the right thing in the
right place, aud in a country governed as India is
at present. the utlterances of a Scvereign have
sexceptional importance. His speech on Kducatian
in reply to an address from Calcutte Ugiversity
has given great satisfaction throughoutthe couuntry
and many regerd it as a4 now edocational oharter
for the people. The reversal of the partition has
been & master stroks of policy ; and though the
officials in India hsve nothing higher in view,
when they spesk of provineial autonomy, than
freedom from control of the Government of Iandia
for themsslves, the poliey of decentralization
announced is bound > have far-reaching results.
It places us in a position of considersble strength
for working for provincial self-government for the
people. The educational grant, too, though not
iarge, is & source of muoh satisfaction.

I am glad to say I have decided to pay a brisf
visit to England this year. My objeot in going
this year is to seoure parliamentary support to s
Bill, which I have introduced in the Viceroy's
Legisiative Council, aiming at making Elementary
Education in this country graduslly fres and com:
pulsory. The Billi has been enthusiasticaliy
supported by the public in all parta of the country.
but the bulk of the officials are against it, and 1
fear the CouncH¥ will throw out the Bill next
March. We will then raiss the question in Parlia-
ment, and after that I intend re-introducing the
Bill here next year and at the same time have o
big agitation in itsfavourin the coynlry.”

THE DELHI SESSION.
{ By OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT.)
DELEI, b MAROE,
“EMASCULATED" by the Government and spurned
and rejected by the hot-tempered Assembly, the
TFinapce Bill sought haven in the house of coriec

tion, the elderly Council of State, who
an almost unanimous welcome to it in soft
words of sympathy. Nothing was to bs done
to the bill, no amendments pressed, which might
compal a vecond surgical operation from the certi-
fying powers of the Governor-General. Instead,
avery effort was made to wash off the effects
of the orus! conduct of the Assembly and nurse
the bill back to comparative health. The cffender
was suitably taken to task, but in cautions and
sometimaes in almost apologetic terms. The-
Assembly had raceivad provooation, but ite rejoin-
der was much {oo precipitate, The Labour Govern-
ment was entitled to great consideration and time.
Goverament thought the conduct of Pandit Moti-
lal inconsistent. Both he and Lord Olivier offerad
to co-operate with each otherand thelalter expresa~
ly asked for time to ocomsult the Goveroment of
India and yet the Pandit refused to hold his haand-
from striking down the Figance Bill.

So the Counecil indicated its entire disapproval
of the conduot of the Assembly by passing the-
Finanee Bill, with only ona dissentient and thsere-
by assuring the British politicians and financiecs
that there was wisdom, statemanship and friend-
liness to England, at least to the Labour party, loft
in India still, whioh it will be wall advised to con«
serve and promofe.

On Monday lass, Dr. Gour unsuccessfully moved
an sdjourment of the Assembly to discuss the Class
Areas Bill in South Afrioa, the progress of which
seerns to b unbampered by the sloquen} pleadings-
Mers. Sarocjini Naidu. On Tuesday, Dr. Gour took |
another step in his efferts at the codification of”
Hindu law, by successfully referring to & salect
sommittes his bill to define theliability of a Hindu
coparcener, but his most Anportant achisvement of
the day wase his motion for leave fo introduce a
bill for the repeal of the much detested Criminal
TLaw Amendmsent Aot, which was carried, despite
streanuous Government opposition, by 58 vates to 39,
and this woen Pandit Motilal had lefs Delhi, after
warning that the motion should not be exposed to
the risk of being defeated, owing fo the absence
from Delhi of a pumber of Nationalists. The mo-
ral significancs of this appalling defeat of the Gov-
ernment cannot be exaggerated.

The Assembly wound up its first session by
carrying against the Government a motion for the
adjournment of the house to ceasure the Govern-
ment for imposing certain conditions for the grant
of pass-ports to the Indian Khilafat delegaticn t.o
Turkey and other Islamic countries. The oondi=-
tions would prevent the Ali brothers and Pandit
Motilsl from joining the deputation. Government
wore charged with sntipathy gowards Islam, the
Khilafat and Tarkey in thus refusing passports. It
was oontended on the other haod that no QGovern-
ment need undertake the responsibility of proteot-
ing such of its citizens abroad who wers guilty of
preaching ipsubordination to troops at home.
The non-co-operators who refused to acknowledge
the State were now asking the very same State to

axtended
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protaect them abroad! Sir Maloolm denied that the

-Government- wers actuated by anti-Musiim moti-
“ves in placing such restriciions on the Ali brothers
wnd others. The motion, howsver, was carrised,
-Government not challenging s division,

A bird’s eye view of the whole session reveale
-gertain outetanding foatures. Party discipline
smong non-officials was one of them. Nevar before
-was guch party organisation, cohesion, and party lo-
walty under the most-irying circumsbances witnoss.

-9d in the annals of the Indian Lezislature, old or
new, It may be doubted whether party orzanisa-
tion Is itself good, in which individual members do

. ot kesp themselves open to psrauasion but vote
. -under party mandates. Butin Indis, where ths itre-
\. movable executive doss go in for s Government
parly of officials and some nominated non-~officials,
kept solidly togetherby officlal diascipline, tradition

- of patronage, the non.officiale have no alternative
but to band themselvas into & party and vote as a
party. The second feature was that, within thefoar
walls of the Aesembiy chambér, the business was

-entirsly coutrolled by the non-official party. The
Nationalists could pass or turn down any measure
in spite of Giovernment opposition. The third
feature ie that the Erecutive Government have
been unable to sesurs the co-operation and son-

-eont of the Legislutars for their administration.
3f the Qovernment bad beean able to add just a

-dozen more membera to their present supporters,

~they would have commanded a majority, but that
they ocould not. They have forfeited the support

-even of suoh Liberals aa Messrs, ‘Ramashandra
Rao and Vankatapathi Raju. It is impoassible now
to profess that the Goveramant has ths Legisla-

‘ture bahlud 1t ; rather it has to shoulder the whole
-raspoasibility of administration deapite dn adverss
Legislature, :

In spite of the preosoupation of the Assambly
with the question of constitutional advance and
‘the disinoliaation of the SBwarajista to consider

-any other toplo, the Independenis, with the voting
assistance of the Swarajists have rendered 8 good
socount of themsalves in matters of administra-

‘tive polioy. The problem of thelaga of consent
have been satizfactorily sslved. Resolutions wers
.adoptled to remedy thé grievances of the Sikh com-
munity, of railway passengers, of the Indian coal
industry; and of Indians against the eompasi-
tion, duties and privilegea of the Auxilliary and

“Territorial forces. Resolutions wera also passed
1o secure thatths Assembiyiaconsulted bafore Gov.
-erament place Iarge contracis and that itenders
“for the purchase of stores for Governmental pur-
poses are oalled in India.

The question of constitutional advance has,
* however, overshadowed every other topic. Aud
where doos the last sessionileave us in this matter?
“One oanuot help fseling thatfthe oause of Indian
oonstitutional advance .has received a set-baok
from the action of the..Assembly, who refused to
.give Lord Olivier the time he asked for. With ths

SHower to rejeot the budget sacars in their hands

the Nationalists might have stayed their hand and
given the new Labour Government a chanca. After
Lord Olivier's satatement, two ocourses were open
fo the Nationalists. They oould throw oht the
budget, display their obstructive policy and thus
olaim to have kept their elostion pledzes, but
thereby waakening, nay even antoganising the
Labour party in England. Oa the other hand, they
could have refrained from the display, perhaps.
disploased their constituents but facilitated the
constitutional advance, on which they had sst
their heart. They choss the worse alteraative,

I must not foreget the last function in the
Counoil of State. Sir Alexander Muddiman, the
first Prasident of the Couneil, oocupied his place
thare for the last time. He received very warm and
high appreoiation of his conduct In the chair,
‘which was all very well deserved. Bafore parting
ke shook hands with every membar of ths houase.
Sir Alexander bade thom an revoir only to meet
them again in a differsnt ospacityas Homes Member
of the Government of India. My commission a3
your special Parliamentary sorrespondsnt has also
come to a close and let me bid you, dear Editor,
au revoir.’

CONTINENTAL LETTER.
BRESLAU, 5th MaAROH.

IT is a curious thing about the ‘debut’ of socia-
lism on the governmental stage, In Garmany,
ewhen the socialists had absolute pow~er after the
revolution to carry their ideas into praotice they
havae let slip every opportunity of making a start
with the uationalisation of the mesns of produc-
ticn even in certain industries whare circum-

[ stances seemed to be decidediy favourabls to such

plans. That means they hava dropped the most im=
portant points of their programme undor the gov-
ernmental table. After the eight hour working-
day, their only achievement, has besn done away
with too, as is to be feared, the whole socialiat
episode will in future be looked upon in German
history aimost as a long looked-for thunderatorm
on a burning June day which did not briag raim
and left the air as oloss as it was before. In Italy
the socialists have turned ¢out & greater failure
gtill. Under the mialstry of Signor Nitti they
waro offered an opportuunity of throwing over tha
whols old system, including monsrchy, and of
taking the reins of government into their hands.
There seoms to be little doubt that Nitti himeelf
favoured thisz scheme aund wounld have put his
great energy,. experience and intelligoncs at $ze
service of the mew movement. But the Italian
sooialists recoiled from it. They preferred to go on
in their humdrum way until Signor Mnasolini took
tae wind out of their sails and finally upset their
hoat altogether. In England things seemed to
gake & better turn. There some of the mosi advan-
cod of politioal thinkers belonged to the Labour
party, the flower of the left wing of the Libaral pariy

had pasased over to them, people had joianed s n,
-
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who have the immortal merit to have remained
sober and unshakabis in thoss very days of theaut-
umn of 1914 when almost all the rest of Europe
bkad last its ressoning faculties altogether and
given way to the chauvinistic intoxication brought
about by the daclaration of the war. One of these
pecple was Ramsay Macdonald. His premiership
then seemed to promise for Europe almosat as muoh
as if Mr. Morel himsslf had taken things in hand.

The first socialist leader of the British empire]
A new chapter of history seemed o begin. Ltiatrue
that nobody expected him to c¢all the millennium
into existence at onoce, he would not be able—so
much appeared clear—to start a new chronology
like the great French revolution that gave up
counting the years after the birth of Christ and
commenced counting anew with the first year of
the liberation of mankind. But what everybody
seemed to have a right to expect was s thorough
change of political methods. Has it come to pass ?
The newspapers have just been publishing a cor-
respondence between M, Poincaré and Mr. Mae.
Donald which answers this question in the nega-
tive. It is true that Mr, MacDonald is somewhaf
more outspoken than his predecessors. He leaves
no doubt as to the true opinions of his countrymen,
But this after all is only 8 question of formulation-
His predscessors may have couched their notes in
mors “‘diplomatical” terms (in the old semse) but
there can be no doubb that they meant the same
things. And M, Poincaré answers exactly in the
same way as he used to. Although there-is searce-
ly anybody in Europe who does not know of the
Franco-Russian treaty of 1916 which decided on
the partition of Germany and ths complefe dsle-
tion of big commaercial and economic power—in
spite too of the Dariac report and numerous other
proofs for the real plans of France——he denies cate-
gorically that any reasonable Frenchman had ever
had the idesa in his mind to take away one acre of
the German soil, he shuts both his eyas to what is
going onin the ocoupied distriot and affirmshisgood
faith and sense of justice. Now it is diffioult to ses
what Mr. MaeDonald promises himssif in exchang-
ing letters of this sort with the French Premier.,
The newspapers say :a cleansing of the atmosphere.
But it is curious, and M seems to remain unnoticed,
that this or a very similar sort of eleansing the at.
mosphere has gone on for more than four years al-
ready and that M.- Poincaré never objeoted fo it
because it did not prevent him in the least from
pursuing his imperialist ways. There have been
tried in reality much more sificient means already
to cleanse the atmosphere, like Mr. Lloyd George’s
Conference of Genoa, without M. Poincaré denying
them his blessing.

For there is, no doubt, only one thing
which he dreads—we should know it by now—
as the devil dresads the eruecifix in the media-
eval legonds, and that is the open dizcussion of the
raparations question and the Versailles treaty in
an internationsl conference. This he has always
resisted and will reaist, because the whole weak-

ness of the moral position of France would become
obvious on such an occasion, Everything else is of
minor importance to him. This—and this only—
would mean the begiuning of the end of French
imperialist poliey. To write letters to the British
premier is an agreeabie pastime to him, to hold
conferences with him cannot spoil his quistness
of mind. For meanwhile he pursues hia aim. He
counts with the possibility that he can protract
the negotiations with his English adversaries long
enough to veach it, What value then, one fosls
inclived to ask, has this supposed cleansing of the
atmosphere, as long as there are not the slightest
signs 10 be observed that the silent war thatis
carried on against Germany and the endeavours
to Frenchify the Rhinelands, the Palatinate and
tha Saar.district have come to a standstill ?

As a matter of fact, this war rages as orusl as
ever. An example may gerve to show it. The"Reich”
bas sucoceeded in making an end of the terrible in-
flation and ereating 2 new currency. Butthesucoess
of this "Rentsumark”™ is more than doubtful if the
Reich doesnotachieve the balancing of the Budget.
To reach the balance, however, heavy rafes and
taxes are necessary. Now to raise them in the
occupied district has been forbidden by the French
authorities. The same people that were untiring
in telling the world that the Germans had orested
the inflation on purpose in order to escape the
incurred obligstions, prevent her with an obvious
cynicism from collecting her taxes in her rioh-
est provinces, which she wants in order to regain
her economioc health., At the same time Germany
is charged with gigantic sums for the occup-
ation troops there, If this is nota sign of mala-
fides it is impossible to find one. Buf Mr. Mae-
Donsld thinks that people who act like this, might
bs advised and brought to their senses like irrit-
ated children. Asa matter of fact, th-re seems,
as indicated above, to be only one way lsft—to
coenvoke an intarnaﬁipnal conference to discuss
all those gquestions ffeely that France has hi-
therto forbidden to disotss in public. That this
would lead to averisis is undoubtedly true, but
it would be a crisis of recovery. It isnotirue
that it would lead to & war. The nations of the
world ars thoroughly tired of making-war, fo-day
perhaps more so than ten yedrs hence. Mr,
MacDonald appears lJike a man who tries to oure
an ulcer with warm water. But there sre ulcers

that must be lanced.
LEVIR L. SCHUOKING.

REYIEW.

LABOUR IN INDIAN INDUSTRIES, By G. M. ]
BROUGHTOR, O. B. B., M. A. Oxford University

Press, London. Fp. 214. Ra. 6.
By publishing & small monograph on the sabject of
«Labonr in Jadian Indnstries’ by Miss G. M. Brough~
ton, the Oxford University Press have supplied g
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iong-folt want. The conclosions of the bodk are,
- indeed, hardly likely to take any student of Indian
Economics by sarprise. To few such, for exampls,
can it bs a piece of news that to Bombay beiongs the
unenviable distinction of having probably the worst
elums in the world ; { thongh a few, at least, will be
- shocked at the revelstions made by Dr. Barnes,
which the author refers to on p. 120, and according
4o which a room of the size of 13x12 f5. ¢ was the
home of six families ; 00 less than 30 persons
occupied theroom and three of the women woers
- expecting to be delivezed’ ). It is also common kaow-
ledge that the density of popalation of Bombay is
higher than that of London ; that its iofaatile death
\ rate stands af the appalling fiyure of 53.8 por cont ;
-that o8 aresult,its labour is anstable, dissontented
-apddifficult to manage. Nevertheless, the baok bs-
fore us ia's very carefnl piece of work; it brings toge-
ther in one convenjent place information which the

#todent wonld otherwiss have to sesk in varions re- |

ports and official publications ; and in gpite of somse
- repetitions, the arrangement of the mgterial is excel-
lent. The book has eazned for its agthor ths D. Se.
- degree of the University of Londoa.

The anthor devotes the tirst chapter'to s general
earvoy of her subject, and the whole of the remain-
ing part of the book may be said to be & commentary
-on this chapter. The great question with resard to
Indiau industrial labour is, she points .ont, how to
sscare stability and efficiency. In England and other
-oonntries the Industrisal Revolution prodaced am in-
dustrial class ; in Ioiia labour is amphibions; it
lives partly on industry and partly on agrienl-
‘tare. The reason for this state of things isto be
sought partly in the loveof the Indiaa labourer
for his sncestral land, partly in the anhealthy and
rapulsiva conditions of factory life; its resnlts are in-
-efficiency, and lack of combination. The sficiency
of labour cannot be great when the entire staff of a
factory changes hauds once every sighteen months
(see p. 18). Noe ean ons expect a solid Traie Uaion
movement to grow out of such fluid elements. As
the author says, powerful organisationg of employ-
ers have coms into being in India, but thersis as
yet nothing comparable to them in the labour world =

The solution of the queation obvionsly lies in im-
proving the conditionsof labonr so as to mike it
‘worth the labourer’s whils to stick to his work, and

‘the author devotes au interssting chapter to the
ameliorative measnras pursasd by the state, the em-
ployers, labour organisations and social agencies.

-She describes how rauch has besn dons, hut how

. amuch more still remaina to bs done. This part, and
~indeed the whole book, deserves the atteation of our

-legislatora and all who are interested in laboar pro-
-blems. . '

R. P. P.

" THE KENYA PROBLEM.

A Selection from the Speeches and Writings of
the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, . c.

-

A vigorous and lucid exposition of the
Indian point of view, Contains also
the full text of the Cabinet decision,

Pages 147, Price As, 12,

Apply to:
The Aryabhushan Press,
Budhwar Peth,

POONA CITY.

Indian States Act, 1922.

{ Protaction of Princes Against Disaffestion Aot )
Demi 8 vo., pp. 450, Paper cover

This pamphlet is published uoder the autho-
rity of the Daxiai Sansthan Hitvardhak Sabha. It
contains a full report of the debate in the Legis-
iative Assembly at the time of the introdustion of
the Bill, in the Counocil of State at its passing and
in the House of Commons on the motion of Col,
Wedgwood, M. P. It contains all the puablished
Government papers pertaining this gquession; the
_evidenocs given ou this subject by witnesses before
-he Press Laws Committee; the patitions presented
to Parliament on behalf of the Daxini Sansthan
Hitvardhak Sabiba, Kathiawar Hitvardhak Sabha
nd the Progressiva Association of Bombay. The
artiolezs of Messrs, N. (. Kelkar, Mansnkhalal
Metha and (. R. Abhyankar dealing with thia
question are fully reproduced. Press opinions from
about 25 leading papers are given ina separate
Appendix. Inthe introduction t§e Goverament case
has been fully examinad and the unsoundnessof its
arguments oxposed. Price Rupees two. Poatasge
Extra. : ’

Al those who are interested in Indian Siatea

should possess a copy.
Copies oan be had from »—
The Manager, Aryabhushan Press,
Budhawar Path, PooxaA CITY.

Raiiways and the Budget
"Ecoggmy" |

A Coflection of articles pubiished in the
“Servant of India >

{ Crown 18mo. size, pp. 80 }
Price As. 8 net.

The book sxposes the happy-go-lucky system
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis-
tribution and management of railway finance. It
demonsirates how, instead of managing the
Railways asa business and conserving and improv-
ing them as s valuable national asset, the Board
and the Government of India have been only
muddling through st the expenas of the travelling
public and the goneral tax-payer.

Books can be had from-—

THE ARYABHUSHAN; PRESS, BUDEWAR PETH,
POONA,
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The Threelold Commonwealth,
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THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

A high class University Journal for the promstion o
original researokh.
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Special Features.
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