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TOPICS OF THE WEEK, -

The rejsction of the Finance Bill
The Relection 21 the by the Nationalist party in the As-

sembly was not the logieal fruition
of an obstructive polioy, though it has been so re-
prosentod by the Sw~arajist press, as the rajsotion
of the Central Provinoes budget was, for instance,
Obstruotion ie advorated, no doubt, by the Swara.
jist members of the Nationalist party, as typified
by Mr. V. J. Patel, bat it is not the attitude of the
Independents whose votes have bsen the de-
ciding factor in the Assembly, It was' by their
vote, and aven then by the very narrow majority
ef three, that the Finance Bill was thrown out fhe
other day. Thatthe reje otion was not due to ob-
struction is made olear by the part taken by the
Independents In the dlsoussiors of individual
grants, the amendments they had proposed, and
the part they took in the subsequent proceedings-—

. in all which respects their action’ is in striking

contrast with the aotion of the Swarajiats in the C.
P, Counoil. Why then did the Independenis voée
aathey did ¥ Call it acoldent, or stress of oircum-
stances, if you like, but it was not due to obatrao-
tion. The factis, as our Parliamentary oorres.
poudent has explsined, the presaura of the Swara-
Jists in the Nationalist party became almost uzn-
benrable to the Indspendents and they were about
v resign their membership of the party over dif
ferences on the budget itself, when 1t was raprea~
sented to them that by doing so they would be
glving a fresh and huwiliating demonstration of
the Indians’ lack of unity, which has been their
Kroatest drawbaok, and enabling their evemies to
point out triumphartiy that even the members of
the Assembly could not keep together as a

party for even so short a period as a aingle session,
Rather than thus lower the Indian name in the
syes of the world, let them preserve their unity by
throwing out the Finance Bill itself. For that step
was not going to do so much harm, There was
snyhow going to be eertification of the four items
that were refused on the first day of the demands.
That certification might well ba extsndad to the
whole Bill, without great loss to the couniry. It
was in any oass the less of the fwo evila, The
argument appealed to the Independents concerned,

1 and we for our part cannotl altogether blame them,

though we reoognise that the result is embarrass-
ing to a certaln extent to the Lanoar Government
which is sinocerely well disposed towards Indian
asgpirations,
L ] * L 2
That thereis ground for hoping that

An lmportent  hig aotion of the Assembly wiil not

Mistake,

be misundsrstood by -the Labour

Goversment when all the facts get known in Engs
land, is shown by the leading article { repriduocsd
slsowhare) whioh appearaed on tha 29:h of February
Iast in the New Leader, the official organ of the
Independent Labour Party of which M+ Ramsay
MacDonald Is the head. That artiole was of gourss
addresssd to the British publio and writtan bafore
the Financs Bill was ejsoted. But it is significant
that it oounsels patience and sympithy with
the Nationalist demand for & round table
eonference whiaoh {3 to suggest the next step in
constitutional advapea. It emphasises that
Lord Olivies's statement, despite caution, has
on the whole been sympathetio 1 Yadia and thas
the door is kept open for a conference, whather it
be caliad in so many words a round tab's confer-
ence or not. That this iathe facs, is now plased
beyond all doubt by t49e stateuient made 1o the
Couneil of State on Monday last by Sir Mahomad
Shaafi. He said that the statement of the Under
Ssoretary of State in the House of Commeons, that
the Government did not contemplate a revi=ion, of
the Government of India Act before 1933, was
made under a missapprehension of the qiestion to
which his statoment was a reply, What he meant
to say was that the abolition, not the revision of
the Aot was not In contemplation. The present
position therafore is that an sarly revision of the
Acotis possible, What sa amount of bad fecling aud
trouble In the Assembly could have been avoided
If this mistake bad not been made by Pr.{ Rich-

| ards| Not to waste regreta over the past, howaever,
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the position that is now made clear leaves no
ground for the continuance of the Swarajists’
poliey of obstraotion. They should suitably re-
spond to the friendly aititude of the Labour Gov-
ernment, meet the latter hsalf way in any
proposals that may be made for consulting Indian
opinion regarding the revision of the Actand above
all abstain from doing envthing that would weak-
en their hands against reactionary forges in En-
gland or here. The danger ahead is that a mia-
taken idea of their strength may maks the Swara.
jists blind to opportunity. We fervently hope they
will preserve their vision.
* * &*
. A resolution of the C. P. Govern<
The o cdolly and ment sets forth the comsequences
of the obstruction polisy followed
by the Swarajists in the council. If the Governor
had accepted ihe vote of the Council and not ex-
arcised exiraordinary powers provided in the Act
for emergencies, the whole of the Provincial and
subordinate service as well as the ministerial and
menial staff would have had to be dismissed and
the Government would have ceased to function.
That course though advised in some quarfers has
pot been followed, and the “foreign”™ Government
has shown greater responsibility for the weifare of
the country than the Swarajist patriots. In thealter
native the Transferred subjects havabeaen resumed,
the Ministers dispensed with and only such ex-
penditure has been provided for as is comsidersd
absolutely nacessary for kesping things going or
on aooount of former commitments. That is {o say,
all now sohemes for development havs had to be
postponed until the present Council changes its
polioy or a more reasonable one is eleoted. Berar
suffers in particular, for in the budget provision
had been made for expenditure or “new roads and
bridges, educationa! buildings, improvements of
water supply including boring operations, distriot
health officers scheme, improvements of hos-
pitals, appointment of an Industrial Chemist, ex-
periments for improvement of sugarcans and sc
forth.” These things are of course too trivial for
the Swarajist politicians, but we hope the elector
will make them wunderstand that he takes s dif.
ferent view.
* * *
IT will be recalled that for nearly
two months last year the Indian
traders of Tanganyika Territory
closed their shops in protest against the Profite
Tax and Trades Licensing Ordinances, oaloulated
to subject Indians to serious hardships. These Ora
dinanoes were distasteful tc the Eurcpeans also,
but the latter objected to tho taxes themselves,
wbile the opposition of the Indian community
was aroused maioly by the obligation which Ordi.
nance No. 10 of 1923 imposed upon every person
holding 8 trading license to keep books of ac-
oounts either in English or in Swahili in English
charaoters, Indian fraders, particularly small ones
who perform s most useful funotion in providing

Tae Tanganylks
Protfits Tax again.

naocessaries to the natives, found it diffioult to dis-
charga this obligation. All of them ocould not
engage Eoglish-knowing acocountants, but they
pleaded that the Government itself could easily
engage Gujarati-knowing auditors to examine the
acoounts of the Indian traders. This demand was
eminently reasonable secing that 95 7 of the morean-
tile community in Tanganyika is composed of
Indians. Bat the Government remained adamaut,
with the result that it had upon its hande a big,
protracted strike which involved Europeans as well
as natives in mach distress. The plea of the Gov-
ernment was that as all annual profits bslow 2,000
shillings were exempt from the .profits tax, all
small traders will automatically be free from the
duty of keeping account books in Eaglish or Swa-
hili, and there is no reason, the Govsernment argu-
ed, why the bigger merchants should not employ
English-knowing persons to fulfil this obligation.
This reasoning is, however, more plausible than
sound, for although traders who make a less profit
than 2,000 shillings a year are not sssessable to the
profits tax, they are not exempted on that agrouunt
from keeoping their booksin Englishor in Swahili
{in English characters), for it is only whena man’s
account books are exramined that if can be ascer-
tained what profit he has earned. Under this
arrangement therefore there is no guarantee that
really small traders will not be called upon to
preduce their books in English or in Swahili (ia
Engiish characters}.

+ * *

THE Ordinances in question have
now undergone a change, extending

the limit of profite on which the profits tax will be
oollected from 2,000 to 3,000 shillings, and making it
plain that the language requirement will not apply
in the case of any business the profits of which do
not excsed 3,002 shillings. This does not, however,
obviats the real! difficulty, for the simple reason
that a man’s profits will be known to be less than
3,000 shgs. only after his aocounts ars checked,
But in regard tothelanguage obligation, an amend-
mont has now been introduced, which permits
agcount books to be kept in French as well as in
English or Swahili, which makes the matter still
worse for Government, It might perhaps have been
argued before that all traders must keep their ac-
ecount books eitber in the langusge of the country
or in that of the rulers, but when it allows French
to be employed in writing books merely for the
sake of the two or three Belgian firms that are
there in Tanganyika, it becomes altogether inex-
cusable for the Government to make a similar
concession to Gujarati which after all is the lan—
gusge in which from 3,000 to 3,500 shopkespers
keep their scoount bocks, Tanganyiks is admi-
nistered under a Leagus of Nations’ mandate
which imposes a drastio veto upon’any racial dis-
erimipnation in the administration. Not only so,
but I'ndia, not & whitless than Belgium, is a mem-
ber of the League : ho ~ then justify this diserimina-
tion made between Belgian and Indian firmsl
Clearly this is a scandal which must be immediate-
1y done away with. In Malaya, Chinese traders are
allowed to keep their account books in Chinese
and Tamilians in Tamil ; then why not Gujarati
merohants in Gajarati in Tanganyika? The Tt_m-
ganyika Government can certainiy employ Guia-
rati-knowing examiners of acoounts, as the Malaya
Government employs Chinese and Tamil-knowing

ones.

Ban oo Qujarati.
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THE AGE OF CONSENT.

WE hope we need not apologize for raveriing yet
once more to this subject. For not only is it of
intrinsic importance and far-reaching influsnce in
the direction of true nation-building; but the
manner in which, necessarily, a measure is faken
through the Legislature, does also not lend itself
to impress on the easual reader tha sequence and
connected order of the process. | We therefore be-
lieve, now that the official report of the Assembly
debates has been published, that an account of
what actually has happened and of where we sénnd
at present, will not come amiss.

3 As we have explained before, the whole ques-
tion arose out of a ratification in 1922 of a Longue
of Nations Convention forthe suppression of traffio
in women and ehildren.. Mr. N. M. Joshi at the
time took the opportunity, when the ags of con-
sent for the purpose of international immoral
traffic was considered, of moviog an amendment
for the similar raising of the age of consent to illi-
gif sexual Intercourse within India. After a year's
delay, the matter was brought to a head last year
{March 1923), when both Legislatures passed an
Aot (No. 20 of 1923) whioh added a section, §366 A,
to the Indian Penal Code, designed to make the
proouring of women below the age of 18 a criminal
offence, punishable with a maximum penalty of
ten yearas® imprisonment. This measurs was a
great step forward, since commarcialized vice, it is
now sgreed, can only be- usefully attacked by =
flank movement on all those third parties who
make money out of the vice of others, But the
Government, which had opposed the whols of this

. pince of legisiation and was defeated in the As-
sembly, mavsged to geta commencement clauss
through the Counoil of State—therety emabling it
to hang up indefinitely ths coming into force of
this Aot 20,

The reason given for this unusual procedure
was that the Government felt, they ocould not add
this §366 A to the law of the land, when cogpate
seotlons, to wit §3361, 372 and 373, retained an age
of consent of 16 years only; and they therefors
desired to consult onos more Provincial Govern-
mentsand publis bodies generally, whether they
agreed to the desirability of raising the sge in all

. sactions to 18, The manner in whioh they endea-
voured to do this we commented upon in our issue
of June 14th, 1923 : suffice it now to state, that, in
the words of Sir Malooclm Hailey—the great pro-
tagonist of festina lente—"convinced publio opinion
warranis our now proposing $o apply one uniform
age,the age of 18 years, to all four offences.” So

/¥ onoe more Sir ‘Maloolm was proved to have besn
behind Indian publio opinion. But let that pass.
The point of importance Is that hitherto nothing
had been said or propesed in regard to tha age of

- eonsent to licit sexual intsrocourse, i. &. marriage.
The only question at {ssue waathat ofillicit sexual
intergourse and it may perhapa be useful to tabu-
late the whole law on the subject, as it then stood;

as follows:

- Offence. o

984 z 9 8 | Maximum

S22 22 | Penalty.

ol s] Description. Objest. § 35

i-—q (]

81 [Kidoapping{ “taking or {eodefined, 16 [T years’
enticing cut of law- imprison~
ful guerdianship™ ) ment

366 [Kidnapplngor abdustingitc wmarey nil 10
{ by force compelling | against her
or by soy decsitful | will of to
ma3sas inducing”™ ). illioit intexr-|

. oourss,

366 A |By any means whatso- ito iilicit inj 18 10 ..
aver inducing tercouree
- with ano-
ther per-
200

§7¢ & Selling, buying, leiting, for thepor-| 16 10 .~

373 hiring d¢ else dispos=| pose of pro- L

ing or obtaining porae-} stituiion.
ssion of,

375 |Rape. Gratifsction{ 13 [Transpor-
oftheoffon | tation for
der's oun life.
passion.

Now § 375, as will ba seen, never entered into

any of thess discussions at all: and § 3751is the
only aeotion whioh deals with married life. Itis
neoessary o etress this point, since Dr. Gour has
since introduoced a privaés Bill designed to raise
tha age of consmmmating marriags, whioh still
stands at 12 yeara. This is apt somewhat to son-
fuse the present issue, which simply was to pro.
toot all girls under 18 years «against being takean,
or enticed, or abduoted or otherwise induced, sold,
bought, let or hired for the purpose of illieit inter-
course. {§ 366 which deals also with compulsion
to marriage of abduoted person, was not speoifi-
oally inoluded. } -

On February 1st, then, the Home Member in—
troduced “a Bill further to amend the Indian
Peonal Code for certain purposes ¥, which on Feb-
ruary 4th was taken into oonsideration, This Bill
really conaisted only of the sentence: “In § § 361,
372 and 373 of the I P, C,, for the word ‘sixtesn’ the
word * eighteen * shall be substituted.” Mer. Abdul
Haye thersupon took the line of " religion in
danger.” Though the present Bill was mereiy a
consequentisl amendment due to the passing of
Aot 20 of 1923, it would take tha Code »till further
away from Mubhammadan law, whioch made a girl
suf juris the moment she reached puberty ()—and
therefors he tried to hang up the Bill by asking it
to be oirculated for opinion. Mr. Jinnah seconded
this offort, but stressed more the general question of
# kidnapping * for an innocant purpose, Anyhow

‘Mr, Haye’'s amendment was negatived, and the

Home Membar instead agreed to refer the Bill to
s Select Committes of the House. In the course
of the debate Mr. R. K. Shanmukhan Chetty and
Mr. B, C, Pal lamented the faot that §361 had been
included in the Bill, since, in iheir opinion, the
Bill, if merely including §§372 and 373, would

have been oertain of passing, as it deserved to
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pass. Mr Rangachariar’s amendment to refer the
Bill to a Select Co-nmittes was then adopted and
on February 18th the Home Membsr proposed its
perscnnel.

The Seleot Committes presented two reports—
a majority of mine daleting "§ 361 ", & minority of
three keeping “ § 361°" in the Biil before them.
But even the maj rity report admits that their de-
cision, “ by net mwaking the offender punishable
under section 353, vill not provide protecticn for
girls of 18 vears of age 6ud upwards from the re-
farious class of persons known as dardafarosh who
garry on, morve-especially in Northern India, a
regular traffic in girls who are induced, othorwise
than by means which would amouant to abduction,
to ernsent to marriage in proper lepal form.”
(" AbMucrion ™ is definedinthe L. P, C. as " by
force compeliirg or by any deceitful means indue
ing & person to go from a place.”) As & conse-
quercs, they are driven to advocate the insertion
of an altogether new section,

The deta'e on this report took place on Febru-
ary 27th. Mr. Atdul Haye, it is true, once mors
spoke for “ the provisicos of my personal law
which is as dear to me a8 my own life
and made himself ridiculous by threatening
to kidnap and marry a girl of betwesn 13
and 18, u«t onee or :oomer. But nchody selse
took up this line. Religion was dragged in, is
it true, by a ridewind—Mr. Rangachariar intro-
duced it ae an instance of a “lawful purposs™ for
which a8 missionary might take away & would-be
convert from lawful guardianship—and theresfter
this illustiation was used again and again. But
the main argumert was that §361 dealt with sll
taking { and entioing ) out of lawful guardianship,
insluding sueh, as was innocent and even laud.
able; as for ipnstanece, the proteotion of a minor
against ili-treatment by her own guardians, Mr
Jionah displayed all his legal scumen in trying to
convince the Assembly ; Sir Malcolm Hailey treat-
ed it to a long expo-~ition of the law: but surely
Mr, Jamneadas Mehia pricked the whole of thig
formidable business by saving that, *if the law
thinks that honourable intentions are a suffieient
answer, then abolish §361 altogether ™. Dr. Gour
gimilarly later on rizghtly o mplsined about the
arguments adduced, viz. that they wera pot argu-
ments against his amendment, but against the
existing law of kidnapping.

The real kernel of the case is, whether he'p-
ing e minor t) leave his or her lawful guardian-
ship (techricaily called “kidnapping™) is an
offence vr not. The present law says it is an i no-
body in his senses really wishes to abolish ths
law. The point at issue is the definition of “mino-
rity,” i. . when the heiping third party may plead,
* He or +the came of her own aceord.” Now what
it really camae to was that most of the speskers
zried to make out that if the purposs of the
taking was innocent,..the plea was legitimate, but
if it was evil, the plea would be inadmissibie
When the whole pouint is just, whether & person

below a ceriain age is abls to guage tha differenct
between an innocent and an ovil purpise and the
full consequences of either. This unfortunately
was not clearly brought ous. Mr. Joshi spoke
befors the advocates of the majority had opened the
floodgates of their eloquence, aad therafore could
not anticipate the coufusion of iasue then indulg-
ed in, He briefly and to the point dismissed the
religious plea (I oannot parsuade myself to
believe that any religion can be mtrenzthened by
kidnapping” ); and the plea of rescue from ill-
treatment by the ratort that a law should bs pro-
vidad for that purposa—as indesd it exists alraady
—as¢ Dr. Gour interapersad. All Mr. Joshi and his
friends were out for was, as ha put it, to " save the
freedom of & girl between 16 and 18 ” by curtailing
it, until she "* understands how far she waats her
freedom to be curtailed.” The real question of
course is not at al!, whether a guardian should
have unlimited power over his ward, but whether
the determination of guardianship should, bet-
waan the ages of 16 and i8, be ‘raserved to the
State, or should be left to private enterprise. This
was the real issue, aud it is melancholy to reflact,
how little our legislatures considered it.

In the snd the inclusion of §.61 was negati-
ved by 61 votes to 16, with the result that the age
of consent is raised to 18 only in §§372 and 373
(selling, hiring &eo. for prostitution). Now what is
the consaquence of this? Theoffence of bardafiroshi,
‘an offance admittedly rampant and eausing enor-
mous harm” (weare quoting Sir Malcolm Hailey ),
is left uatouched, until a new Bill to meet it is
introduged—s Bill, the drafting of which, we are
already told, will be very difficult—in order that it
may “spply ouly to that ofence without penaliz-
ing innocent tramsactions”. Now all this delay
and all thia difficulty would not have existed, if
the law had been amended, as originally intended
by making punishable any private effort to dster-
mine guardianship before the age of 18. For of
course the bardafaroshi traffic, as all such traffic
for the gratification of the sexual appatite (whether
\ieit or illicit }, depends oun.the youth of the girl
victim : hence the higher the age limit, the less
the possibility for suoh irafiic to be a “paying pro-
position.”

Not only so ; anothaer, at least quite as serious,
evil has also escaped throngh this unfortunate
Assembly vote, The evil we mean is that of
“cases, well known" ( we quote Dr. Gour ), “where
Sfakirs and bziragis decoy young lads of 14 to 16
and afterwarda train them topurposes whioa I need
not describe in detail”., For, az § 351 stands, the
age of minority for leaving lawful guardianship is, .
in the case of boys, mot 16, msia the case of
girls, but gven less, viz. 14! The provision,as it
stands, is a perfeot disgraoe, in fact—and yet, when
the Assembly had a chanoce of putting the laws
buth for boys and girle, on an eq.itable basis;
when it had a ochanoe of scotshiog, not imsginary

. or merely theoretical, but very real and admitted-

ly rampant, evils: 61 'members of the Assembly
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{including the whole strength of an ‘entightened’
Government) are found to rank themsalves against
‘it and on the sids of vague prejudios, sooial inertia,
and muddy thinking. And Sir Maleolm Halley,
this leader of the House and Waeatera trastes of a
banighted continent, true to the colours in which
he appeared Iast year over a oognate moral
guestion, actually boasts {a his ooncluding words
of having gone back on his own original intenfion
{of including §361 in the scope of this Amendment
Bili) and of having thereby got “many new friends
into my lobby.”” Mauy a true word is #aid in jest:
henos, aven if professsdly mothing but s piscsof
baater, this parsing shot of the Home Member can
but leave & very bitter $aste in the mouth of all
* who would fain rink the moral olaims of the
Nation above the politloal mancuvras of party.

THE DELIII SESSION.
{ By OCR PABLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT. )
DxrhT, 220d Manos, 1924,
TRE Rubionn was orossed on Monday last when
the Finance Bill wasrejaoted by the Assembly by 60
votea to 57 and the rejection confirmead the naxt day,
when the bill wasrelntroducadin the ‘emasculated’
but eeniﬁe{and racommendad form. The attenn-
ated chanoag of er-operation still lisgering after
the hesitani Wiimatum of the pravious week havs
been eompletaly blown to the winds this weok., The
-raformshave bsen flung back in the face of Parlia-
ment as an unwanted fraud and aham, The Parlia-
meat’s right to ba arbiter and to determige the
form and process of India’s constitutional fate bas
-been chalienged in an unequivocal manner. How
will Parlinment, under a Labouar Government,
‘roply ¢ :
Ths final catastrophe waa the result of suddan
'and dramatic changes in the shifiing policy, rather
polioies, of tha Natinalist party. The Swarajists
have not ouly a policy of their own, but alsoa
pelioy as to what (o do with the Indepandeat Na-
tirnalists, They aoceptsd no compromiss for any
length of time, bat pressed their polioy on tha
lutier with a sustained pressure that was only jist
short of addiag the last straw which would braak
the Independents from theit strained alliance
with the Swarajists. One may aotl approve of the
poliog for which Pandit Motilal stands, bat ene
cannot withhold a meed of praise for his bousum-
maie generalship of the coentripstal Nationalist
party, which he led repeatedly to muocess on the
floor of the Assembly, with its sirength uadimini-
shed. But the proudest feather in his pap is his
oonversion of the redoubtable Pandit Madan
‘Moban Malaviya into & confirmed Swarajist;
which ehangs of faith the venarable Pandit sigaa-
lised by a tbree-hour's unmitigated dennanoiation
of the British rule In India, a8 hs sclemnly moved
the rejection of the Ficaoce Bil),
Late on Sunday night. the Nationalist party
had decided to move amsndments t> the Finanocs
Bill in ordur t0 reduce the sals tax as low as pos-

sible, and to reduce the postal ratos and cotton ex.
cise daties. The redustiona proposed, if oarried,
would add to the popslarity of the Nationalista
with the masses, and if restored by Government by
certification, it would only bring the Government
into greatar disrepuis with the masses. Either
way it wouldpay. This propissal outraged oer-
tain Yndependents sand bulgzet puriste, - If these
redustions were carrisd out the badzet would not
bslanece, and having sanctionsd the expenditure
the pravions week, it was incumbant on them to
sanotion the ravenue this week., Thereon it
was argued that the Assembly woled but a

very amall part of the Budzet and had, thevefors,
no responsibility to ind money for the non-voted
sxpendityra. Sush arguments were too muoh for
somae Indepenienis—wxho threatored to res’gn their
membarship of the Nationalist party. This was
on Sunday night. But by Monday morniog, when
the Assembly met, not ouly were there no daser.
tions in tha Nationalist camp, but thers was e
suddsn changy in the dscision itasif towards an
extreme S cacajist position,viz. to throw ont the
Fiamnce Bill. And to fop it all, it was Pandit
Madsn Mohan Malaviya, the erstwhile non-Swa~
rajist, that fathsrad the motion in the Assambiy!

But ths ochapter of surprizes does not end
there. When the bill was throwa out on Monday,
it was as dead as a door nail. Bat the Governnent
were propared for such contingensies and had al-
eady sarprisad ths Legislature with a new set of
rules of procedurs on Satarday last,

Acting unler theso nesw rales, the Government
surprised tha Assembly on Taesday moraing furtner
by reiatriduciug the Finance bill, cartified and re.
commended, with the salt daty redusyd o Ra. 1-4
and withsameothor miaor varistions. Tne Governe
meat had alss prompily fillad up the nomina‘ed
place jeft vacan: by Mr. K. C. Roy by nomiaatiag
a'safe’ person ;a procedure which the Pandisc could
n-t imiiite. It was, again, surprisinz to hear
Pandit Motila' gomplain of short notice, intscent
haste, suzsgesting sharp practics on the parct of the
Goavernmeant, and ziva ona the impressiou that Lis
suppuortars present in the Honves were too fow to
easure victory toa hin, All the sane ho opposed
ieave to introd:tce the Finanos bill. It was put to
vata, Then oane the greatost surprise of the

‘seasont. The Goverament lungs were unsccound-

ably waak and the Goverameat di? not chalienge a
divieion. The [inance Bill was throwa out &
seocond time, within two conseontiva dayse !

Tha resolution to reduce or abolish the ootion
exoise daties, whish oame off for disoussion on
Thur.day {ast, proved a very trying quastion to
the Natioaallist Party, There wera the protagonists
of pure, f. ¢. handipun and hand-woven, kboaddar,
who saw ia the prasent exocisa duties an elawmosng
of protaction to the khad far indastry. They weare,
therafore, opposed to doing away with the excise
duties. Thare ware Others, wh», while williag to uo
awhy with excise dut.es, stipuiated tnat ga arancees
should be provided thas the venefit of she reductlvn
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would Se shared by ths consumer and the workers
8urag-C i ‘3z mil industry. It could not thera-
fore bs made a narty question. Aad ioosening of
party ties just now would demoralise the party, It
was therafore sought to postpone the matter tiil
the Septeraber session. Further, the resolution,
even if accepted by Government just now, could
net be put inte operation till the framing of the
next budget. There was therefore, nc amergeney
about the maiter, But mors than this, members were
keen on discussing two subsequentresolutions on the
agends which demanded the repeal of all existing
repressive laws and the unconditional release of all
political prisoners. The sponsor of the cotion ©Xe
ciss resolution could not, howaver, te prevailed
upon %o drop his motion for the present. Heo was
rasponsidle to his constituency and not the Natio»
nalist party. So he moved his resolution. Soon
after that a motion was bronght forwsrd ts posi |
pone the debate on the resolution. Representatives
of thy Government, labour and the commercial in-
terests,—all minorities in the House—protested
against such procedure and appealed to the de
facto leader of the Assembly, Pandit Motilal
Nehru, to temper the powar of the majority with
soma considerafion for the minorities. But re-
lentlessly the steameroiler rolled on snd the de-
bate was pestponed. Proteotion for the eotton
industry may be a nscessary evil for India for a
time., But itis gratifyng that the osuse of the
-sonsumar and the worker is raceiving very stropg
advocacy in the Legisiature,

Onoe tkis thorny resolution was put ocut of
the way, members lashed themselves into a fury
over the repressive iaws still on the sta-
tute bcok. Lord Morley had condemned them.
So had the Repressive Laws Commiitee and its
recommendations wers acoeptsd in folo by the
Government of India. Public opinion unanimous-
ly demands their repeal and suggests recourse fo
ordinance or speoial legislation as ococesion
demands. Indeed fue case for repo.l, in spita of
the recrudeccence of revolutionazy propaganda in
Borgal ete,, is unarswerable. The Government
stoutly cpposed the resclution, but it wax nevarthe-
lass oparried.

The Hconourable Mr. Natesan bas brought
to the Council of State, an amouat of fresh
energy which hes helped it to some brilliant
achisvoments. Last week it was Kasya and ihis
week it was Houth Afriva. He mads a speech
full ol weighty and learned quoiations, Mr. Sustri
apoko with unnseal warmth, in cha ionging Sir
B. N. Sarma’s asser ion that His M j su3’s Gog.
ernment Wors 2cting on the side of the Govern-
ment of India and the people of Iadia in the
matiter of Indiana in South Africa, The Kouys
decision was a completa rofutation of the asser.
tion. M * Sastri wished for the happy "day
when - the ‘Jovernor General and his Coungil

would' say within the moral hearing of
~‘the olvilised world that if they . could not pratect
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“thelr eubjecta from Insults in other parts of ‘the
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Emplre they would resign their places. Such a.
politioal explosion might rouse the dormant consci-
ence of {he Britister t> remedy the wrong. Thias
suggestion sounded revolutionary and irresponsible
to 3ir Maneckjee Dadabhoy and to Sir Dinshaw
Wacha, who severely denocunced it; while Mr.
‘Raza Ali, Mr. Rangaswami Iyanger and others
solidly supported Mr. Sastri. Sir B. N. Sarma
thought that he oould sarve India better by stand-
ing by his all-too.troublesome post than by throw-
ing up his hands and resigning. The resolution,
howaver, was oarried and thus brought an eventful
debate to a close.

A LETTER FROM LONDON.

{FrROM OUR OWY CORRESPONDENT.)
LoNDnoy, FEB, 28ih, 19234,

THERE must have been something mors than a
smile of amusement, and, perhaps, irritation on
the face of the member for Taunton, Mr. Hope
Simpson, when, haviog tried tolisten to the in-
audible Mr. Richards, for whose behoof s Labour
member rudely suggested that the India Office
might provide s loud speaker, he was told by . the
Prime Minister, in reply to a suggestion that, as
Lord Olivier was making a statement on Indian
affairs in “another place”, a similar statement
should be rmade by the Under-Secretary for Indis
in the House of Commons, that the Secretary of
State was not going to make & spegial siatement
on the subjact, but was only repiying to s question
whioh had been addressed to him by another noble
Lord. Mr. MacDonald went on to add that answers
to questions in the Upper House were given in a
fuller and more lengthy form than was customary
in the House of Commone. Mr. Hope Simpson
munst have rubbed his eyes with amsazemont, on
reading his Hanzard, on Wednesday morning, to
find that the “reply” to Lord Clareudon's question
filled no less than twanty-four columns of the offlei-
al report, and that it had takenanhourand a
half t¢ deliver. What the Prime Minister would
calt a “special™ statement, aftor this wonderful
effort, it would te interesting to discover. The
very forxm of Lord Clarendon’s question was ™ to
ask His Majesty's Qovernment whether thay have
any siatement to make with regard to affairs in
Inlia.™ One can only presums that Lord Olivier's
statoment was quits an *' ordinary " one !

Lord Olivi r's statement willcectainly be taken
in India as halting and dubions. That, in the na-
ture of things, is almost inevitable. But what else
¢o ild he have s.id ¥ Lookiog "dispassionately af
tho situation, one is bound to recall that this ia »
new G .vernment, not broad-based upon the pec~
ple’s will, bat actually in a minority in the House
of Commons, and with a represantation intheother
House that is almost mioroscopic. It 6sn remain
in office, lot alons pawary, only with the good will
of one arother of the fwo oppositions. It must be
remembetad, too; $hab the: amailer: opposition is,
too, in & somparatively  small minority ia.the
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Lords. It hasheld coffice Dut & few weeks. The
Seoratary of State for India is new to his work, for
which he has had little previous experience. Ths
problems of India are vast and complex. The major
obsessions of the Government at the moment are
the restoration of better feeling between this and
foreign oountries and the achisvement of real
peace in Eurore and the ssonomis problem, invel-
vead ip the former, of finding employment for the
huge army of unemployed skilled workers, which
alone, in the long run, cau permit the development
of social inatitutions alonglines of peaceful evo.
lution, which alone will provide the machinery of
reconstiuction after the disaster of the War, Itis
not ko be expeoted, therefore, that the present Gov-
ernment can have come to fnal conclusions aa to
‘ways and means, however aympathetic they may
be, in general terms, with the ideals and aspira-
tions of politically minded India. I am certain
that it would be worse than useless to attempt to
rush them into a premature.and hasty declaration
of fandamental polioy, as it would be at once re-
pudiated by the other two pariies ; and it would &}
thor remain 4 mere expression of pious opinion,
‘withcut the possibility of practical expression, or it
would involve the immediate dismissal of the
Government from offce on & motion of non®
sonfidence.
. One of the great difficulties facing those mn-
xious to place the faots fairly before the Indian
public s the general ignorance on yourside of
vital conditions here. Your public men are too
1ar away ; hardly any of them are acquainted with
the methods of British publio lifs or the way to
maks an effective appeal to British public opinion
‘whilst those that bave had some experience
are to-day entirely out of touch with the new
oonditions that prevail hare, .I am aware that
exaolly an analogous argument can be put up
by those on your side who complain that we hers
do not understand the Indian situation, I admit
1te validity without hesitation. But it only a2dds
to and does not in any way detract from the dif-
oculties that obstruct a better mintual understand-
irg. Speakivg broadly, Britishers are less wed-
ded to form than to facts, once these sre
 known, and they will not devise remedies untii the
disesss has bsen odorrectly, or reasonably, dirg,
nosed. . To expect, after a partial experience of its
working for barely three years, during whichalarge
propertion of the Intelligentsia have reaolutely
refuesd to attempt to work it, the Britieh Parlia-
ment to consent to an immediate and thorough
overhaul of the Indian Constitution is to expeet
: the fmpossible, and to show a complets ignar
ance of the mental proopsees that dlstinguish these
veople from mostothers and that have beroughtthem
$o their present pre-sminance in p: litical wisdom.
' To expeot a ehange of principle, bafore the desailed
. effaot hias been inguired into and made known - is
»%0 lend average Britishars i0 ask whether Indian
.+aolitlolana have forrorten the Arst principles of
loglo. Whaithe Britiah Pa:liament will want td

know, before it consenis to fake action at al], is how
the present oonstitution has worked, whether and
in what respects it has failed, and in the latter
case, whose js the responsibility. For that reason,
it would be prematurs to anticipate that Lord Oli-
vier or his colleagues in the Cabinet would be pre-
parasd to jeitison the Montagu Aot and to submit
something ¢lse in its stead of whose probable effsot
they could only guess, with litéle if any exporionoe
to guide them. And even if they were of opinion

that some radical change is neaded, they could not

hope to convert others to that view until tkey had
fortified themselves with the fulleat possible in-
formation as to the facts that have ied up to the
present situation. In the ecircumstances, I do not
think that Lord Olivier's statement, when carefully
apalysed, need cause so much disappointment as
it is Jikely to have caused upon recsipt in India of
the telegraphic summary.

There is another point to whicsh sttention
ought to be directed by those hers who are respon-
sible fcr giving an honest view of the facts on this
elde. We have been brought up in this country in
the spirit of demooratic institutions, That this
demooratio epirit has not always recaived adequate -
expression in our public life need not be
argued. It may be frankly admitied. Naver the
lesr, it must be conceded that our institutions are
increasingly animated by the apirit of demo-
araey, for good or evil. Mr. MacDonald and his
Party owe the fact of theirholding cffice to-day, not
to the belief thatthey will do betterfor the country
than the predecessors, but to the faot that It is
Tecognised that they have deserved office by their
adhesion fo oonsiitutional methods and by the
logic of events. It would have been easy for the
Labour Party to become non-go-operators, on the
ground that their vote was not effestive, They
proferred to co-operate, and meanwhile to increass
steadily their hold upon publio confidence, In just’
the same way, even if the Kenya Indians were in
a small minority as regarda representation i -the
Legislative Couneil aipon a common register, they
would be most unwise and politically unjustified
in holding saloof from the Council. The justifi-
ocation for their present abstention lies solely in
tite fact that they oaonot accept inforior raeial
status. These considerations weigh heavily with
a constitutional party lika the present Labour
Party, and they will and do say that they are
hopelessly embarrassed in any attempt that they
may desire or be prepared t3 mske to proceod to.
the next stage on the journey fowards Swaraj, if
the Indian leadera demand inpossitle spead and
the ignoring of internai disunity and other wrgant
problems that reveal an absenoe of tha demacratic
spirit. Lord Olivier's statement does not unduly
emphasise this aspect of the situation. Had he
Ieft things unsaid, thoy wounld have been said
more harshly and unsympathétioally by his op-

ponents, and he would Liave begn obliged fo ait in
silent soquiesoencs, <~ ° : '
. It is mot ngfﬁeien:'te say that the zabe of

f
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progress is too slow. It iz not suficient to say that
India csunot aff>rd to wait until she has advanced

to a demooratic state of political development, as’

these things aro understood here. It is not suf-
ficient to say that Englishmen ars unimarzinalive,
unsymgpatholic, and selfish. All thess things may
be true, mors or less, thouxh they are not unuirad
with truths of quite a diffarent kind. To the exbant
that it is sought to ocarcy coaviction, it is essen-
tial that there should bs psrsonal contast, and
thaf c¢ootact should ba estiblishad by laading
Indians of all partiss, of ability and charaocter,
and particularly of experisnce, who should
oome here and make their views known in
person t1 those who aloas are capable of inflarne-
ing public opinion in this country. It is essential
too, that there should be somo degree of unanimity
in the facts stated and the demands pat forward.
I have said many a ¢ime, and I repoalt it as
emphaticzlly as ever, that the time for sterile,
sulien complaints, shouted from hill-fops six
thousand miles away, is long sinee gone by, if evar
it worae appropriate. Is 1% mot possible f3r the
Indian leaders to take advantage of the romark-
able new situation that has opened up hera, ia the
intarests of their country, and as littla as possisle
associated with errors and omissions of the past
on either sida? Lord Olivier intanded to maka as
friendly a gesture as possivle. He had watshing
hin Lord Cuarz.n, who ended a bad speesh—:he
only really good part of it, for which muzh my
be forziven hin, was his esndemnation whala-
heartedly of the Dgardshitain the Lords—with an
unconeaaled threat. Lord Curzrs can make that
tuarsat effaciive if the Iadian leal=rs d> not cowma
t> tha rescuas aod provide theis friends hars with
ths arzunenis and the assistance without which
the prasant opportunily may pass, without the
pos:ibility of its sosody racapture,

In viow of the fact that the only practiecal
propositinn ot tno moment appears to be the
offizial ingniry announced by Sir Maleolin Hailay,
with the appruval and authority of the Cabiast,
a tempts hava been mads by those hora who are
well informned of the Indian situation sad the
geaat naed of going outside tie ¢Boial cirzle inan
Irquiry such as i3 to be sat up, to induce the
Cubinet to associate with the offizial elemmenta
small indepandant ron-oMficial British mission
that would enable the result of the inquiry to be
raceived with a certain amouat of confidance =23
the product of disinterested investization. It is
yat early days to say whether this suggoestion will
ba well-racaivad ; but ifs having baen referrsd to
by Loed Olivier in his statymeat indicates that it
will be carefully considered, when the best means
of assurins closer contict with Indiin opiaicn
comas up for further divcossion in ths Cabinat.

The Indian Pirliamsntary Commnittes met
lagt evening at tha House of Commons to
disonss b0 situation revealed as a result of the
Housa of Lords dizoussion. I¢ was decidod to ask
M:. Q. P. Gooch to give a sho:t addee:s at the next
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meating of the Committes on the 19t3 March, Im
the meantime the Cs umittse is {ssuing a bulletin,
for which M \j>t Grahan Pole takes sols respansi-
bility, the first issuo of which is a ragriat of Sie M,
Visvesvarava's Peesilential Addravss at the
Economia Confersncs, which is pastad with the
mast valuable material for quastiras fn Paclia-
ment. Tozether wits t1is Ballatia witl b3 aironlat-
ad extracts from Sir Tsj Bahatur Sipra’s Prasi-
dential Adiress ) the Libaral Faderatiza and the
rasolutioa of the Fud:ratisn Cirifwrznoz on cour-
stitutional refyrm, aal Me Sistei’s tolagran to
Mr. Guorze Laashiry, wh»y isrsendaring yenman
servios throuzh tho columas of the “Daily tHerald.”

REVIEW,
MALARIA AND MO3QTUITO.
MEMOIRS. DBr Stz Rovatp Russ. Johao Marray,

1923, §"x 7. Pp 547, 24 8.

Mr. Liovd Uuorze, when charactoriszing the Jalian
Civit S2rvic: ns the gteel framo of the Indiwa con-
stitntion, unconicionsly hit upoa twa qualitizd crm-
moo to a!l siperior Endian Sarvices, nuasziy hwloess
and coldneas. Rare indsed are the instinsas whan the
saperior Service msn forgst the chromatiz barrier
that exists betwaesn them3sslves and those who are
placed ia theic charge. The faw poiats of coutact
are seldom ealivaned by suy hamsa toash. Tae
educated Ladians lork upra thom 3 wrwantal io-
traders with eaprcions and elastie pazkots, exrzea-
ons graftings 02 ths [edian baly politis. To the
illitesnte poor masass thay ara baiuss who above all
must he feared. Istanded in blazk huawaiicy the
white Service men becd ne nuialy enaszivui of their
racial differenca nad liva s lifs of ¢ splealid isola
tion.*’ DBefors the Inlians they always appoar “ia
character. »?

An opportanity, therefore, to luok at ths
hnman side of t.ede offizislz shon'd be of iuterast
to lutiws, aal spesaily so if the otlizinl happrasto
be a disttnwaishod one. Bir Bonald 1ta35"s Mumoird
#Te Very interesting in this respzes. They siow
him ot wezrely a3 a mambor of Ialina Msdicul
Sirvice but asamn of browd huma sy npabuies
with nobler ileas than iucrzmsut of pay, allo#auce
asod peusion. '

For Sir Ronald Ross iz not only a groat seientist
bat is a poet aud mathematician. Bofore he uader-
took tho investigation of Malaria he had groa$
euthusinsm for postry and mathematic3—an eathuasi-
asm wWhich Le always felt io varying degreos. To
him *a proved proposition was liks a perfectly
balnaced picture. An infiuite ssries died away into
the fulure like the longdrawn variativos of s sonata;
and the Bivowial Thevrem or lu egrat Gilcu'us was
lize the ocrash of the Iiliad or of the so-calied
sOuata patuetique.”

Chesterton somewhere remarks that it is qnite
possible to w.ite u poen on aaytning alnost—iu &
ratiwhytrain budsr, forinstance. It is now knowa'if
auy poet has attempted that gubject; bat 1018
certanly possible to W ke & posm ou Ludisa Hevers,
sud S Mousid Ross hay writlen it ¢ -
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“The painful fares ask, can we not care?
We answer, No, not yat: wa geok the laws.
O God, revesl thro’ all this thiag obscure
The anseea, emalil, but million-mardering

canse."

But Sir Ronald wrote other poems also which
are not ‘sasitary’ and were praised by literary critice.
+¢ The million-mnrdering eause * did at last
reveal itself to him, The story of tne dircovery of the
mosquito malaria theory readslike high romance. If
gne were to Snggest an alternative name for the Me-
moirs, it would perhaps be the Anophelesiad, the fact
that it is written in prose notwithetanding. It is trae
that before Roea some peopls had soms vagne ides
that mosquito bad somea relation to ma’aris, just aa
"% gome people had thongbt of the existencs of America
even befors Columhns. Bat it was left for Columbus
to oross the Atlasticand reach the shovesof Ameriea.
fo also it was left for Rosato prove the mosquito
malaria theory and he proved it befors any oue else

Ross has proved that malariais not eansed by
inbalation of emanations, ehemioal or oiganic, from
marghes, nor by drinking icfected water; and
that the mosguito convays the disease from man to
man. But the more difficuit part of the investiva~
tion was to “discover two uuknowa quantities
simlataneously, the kind of mosquito which carries
the paravite and the form and the poweition of the

ragite in it”’. He discovered that the mosquito
18the Anophelea wnd the paraite livssia or on its
gastric wull. He also discovered how the
‘germinal rod’ enters the Veno-salivary gland of
the moequito which iujects it into the blood while
biting.

" Ross has many just complaints against the
Government of ladia. He was fraguently interrupted
ia his work by the Goverameut which did not
appreciste bis work. Once when heasked the Govern-
ment to publish a 14 pags pamphlet of his, he was
told that the previons sanction of the Secretary of
State wasy recessary! lle writes, *From that time
tothis I have neverreceived anmy recozamition from
tho Government of India. I have never been con-
-galted even an my own subject by that Governmeat
or by the Imdia Office ; never placed on any com-
mittee connacted with it ; never been asked officially
for my sdvice.”” 1t was no small provoestion nnder
which he wrote inone of hisletlers, *° Remember
always {wo things ~that the Government of lndia

isa male ag regards scivnce. It wont do anything
valess driven.”

This apathy of the Goversmeunt of a conntry in
Wwhich more than 8 milllon and haif die annaally of
malaris, surely dces not prove that Fovernmect ars
the truetees of the peopls. The Goveruruent of Bengal
is eaid to have shaif-londs of reports and schemes re-
lating to malaris in that province. Aas it is, malaria
i# difficnit enough to eradicate, but entreucked be-
hind the reports acd achemes, it has become well
‘nigh impregnable. The expert in ‘*hante finance’
will reise the questinn of expenditure. We are to
wait il there 13 Guucial prosperity in the eonntry.
Bat financial prosperity will never drop do#n from
the bine heaven. In the last apalyria it dependas on
the insarance, streogthening, aud stimulatisg of the
factors of produ.tion. Common seuan suggeats Lthatno
sonnd financial system 18 posab 6 on the pasis of anch
death rate and sickuesa o the people. as are nuw

revailing. Ousé bas oely to read Ross’s Memoirs to
aow how much is possivle and how little hea besn
done in Judia towardd tiue eraiication of malaria. Not

ove tenth of Ross’s programme has yet beea adopted,
but other Governmeats in othsr continents have ad-
opted itand benefited by it. Wiser judgesthan the Gov-
smnmsat of India, such as the Nobel Prize €ommit-
tee, acknowledged the importance of the discovery
and Ross was awarded the Medical Nobel Prize in
1092, His snccess ronsed the jealonsy of many, notably
ofsome Italians, who ¢claimed to have didcovered the
mosquito mlaria theory ‘indipendentimente da Ross’.
Generous in acknowledging his debts, Ross has
thoronghly established his elaims beyond all donbta.

Ross has given to the world the means of eradi-
ea*ing one of the greatest scourzes of humauity.
If the world is foolisn and does not adopt them,
tne biame is not his.

4. B. Sen.

MISCELLANEA,

MR, SASTRLON SOQUI'H AFRICA.

SPEAXING on ths Resslo ion moved by the Hon. Mr. G. A.
Natesan in the Counoil of State oa toe (3:h Maron 1924 re-
garding Indisge in South Africs, the Right Hon’ble V. 8§,
Srinivasa Saatel said as follows:—

Sil.',

The speakar Col. Si¢ Omer Hayat Khan who has jost sat
down oooasionally stariles us by & stroks of genias; he has
done so to-day. He said the people of India snd the Govera-
mant of India have, in the matter of disabilities of Indianm
overseas, best doing aad have doaga sl that could be -done.
All that is open to them, accordiog to him, is begging; snd
in that art shey are pstfeor masters. Tae Honourable
Mambsr in charge of the subjeot, in a apeeol characterissd by
much thought and statesmanlike oaution, has informed us
that Goverament is awars to the full of the devolopments in
South Afcica aad that evergthing that oould be doaos is being
done. Fis aaid in the sourse of his remarks that he wonld
muoch like thas the hands of the Goveramont were not weak-
anad and their advecsay embarrassad by any atatemonts mads
by apeakers sod writers, whether in the Counsil or on 'the
publie platform outside, calouiased t0 show bisterness of feel-
ing or hostility towsards the South African Govecnment; and
amongst the reasoas that hs arged in favour of this ocourse of
moderation and reasonabisness, I came upon a giatement
whioch I muss chaliengs without aay compunciion. He told ua
{kat in thiz master the Qoveromect af Indis has the full sup-
port of His Majesty’s Government. Now, Bie, I am not here
to aoouss people unreascoably or with>at 8 sanse of reapon-
sibility. I do make aostatement shaz I oannol subsiantiate.
it is perfectly teue chas His Majesty’s Goverament are in a
‘gense in full sympathy wita our caze in Houth Africa, and
would, whesever it sunitsd them and was nat gtherwise
joconvenisot, put in » mild word of renonsiraasce at
the unseasonabis ways of the demoaracy, as is is oalled;
but what Is ths nacrowest olijarcny ia tue world,
{n South Africa. liow the British Osabinet in bandioapped
in tvhis matier, sverysas koows, They ocannot tousatly
stand up Dow for sha maiotensznes of aay pladges
that tas Sonta Afriuan Govecnusnt ey have mads in this
behall, Haviag shenssives been a party to tae violation of
yhe Bpirit of tus Roesclucion of 1921 1a ragard to Kenya, thsie
aopenl to the gonlk seass of shs Soath Alrivan oligacohy s
bound to [afl miserab y ft. Mareover, not only whers they
sra themsalves the faa! atoiters, buc waels Shey &re the fras-
teag holding & mandate from the Lsagae of Nations, whioh &t
ail evenia, for moral pur.cses, is ou » muoh higher sand mush
more unsasailable yrouand, as in tha tarritory of Tanganyika,
toey bave peemiteed tno  Looal Gavornment to dissri niu?u
agaioss indians io & manner ihat the Hoa. Member cpposite,
who ssams to ~cowl at me, doan kaow, My friend, she Hoa. Sir
Deva Prassd Sirvadoikan: sliaded tos telegram. It will
be published, I dare sy, 1o 1he papers. Then my Home
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friend will come upon a statement whioh will be a
surprive fo him—how, time and again, whera Indians
are  oon¢srned, the British Cabinst falls below  its
accepted and avowed standard. From them, therefors, [ expect
no sort of assistance in this matter. 8ir, my frieod the Hon.
Sir Narasimba Sarms, echoing with new-born enthusiasm the
words of Mrs. Sarojini Naidy, asked us to bsliove that the
heart of Bouth Aftica is still sound. Mrs. Sarofini Naidu ber-
self took care to say that, whils the mora! heart of South
Afrios seemed to be sound, the political heart of South Afriea
is currupt to the core. I de not wish, Sir, to go into person-
alities. I was much struck, howsuer, by the way iz which
Sir Narasimha Sarma still believes in the possibility of get-
ting round General Smuts. He does not know General Smuts.
He hoas not met bim. I have met him, If Sir Narasimba Sarma
and the Members of the British Cabinet also belisvs that they
oap persusade General Smuts {o forgst the necessities of ths
situatlon and act in pursuanos of those mighty truthe of hurmna-
nity and brotherbocd of the world of which cccasionally he
dooa speak with the eloguence which takes the similitude of
convietion, then 2ll I can may is that they entertain a delusion
of whioh, 1 am sure, they will all too soon becoms awars
In this matter of the disabilities of the Indians in South Africe,
General Smuts bas given the world and India in particalar
many a promise in the;past. Declarations that, if India and
Indians took a certain course, namely, restricting their emi
gration to Bouth Africs, all would be well with those who
were domiclied in his Dominion, have been frequent. Although
smigration from India to Soath Africa has in point of fact
ceased for & good long time now, as the Hon. Bir Narasimba
Sarma knows well—even bester than I do, for he has agcess
to secret doouments which he seems to make hisx exclusive
properiy—the diffculties, disabilities and humiliations of his
counirymen are only increasing from year to year in the Domi-
nion of South Africa. In 1911, in 1914, in 1817 and again in 1918
Genersl Sputs said that bothing would be done to damage the
intereats of ludians resident in South Africa. Thisls o false
promiss which he made to my knowledge and wiich has been
broken, tota and scattered 1o the winds of heaven. I will pot
say much further. It was said by the Hon. Sir Deva Prasad
Sarvadhikari thet we have just now sent off with ocur good
wishes an uncificial committee of Indians and Europens on
whose labours we wish ihe bleesiogs of Heaven, who is a
source of all justice ard goed living in this world. Let me
88y nothiog that will embarase him. But in this matter ocon-
ceroing South Africa solely, which is excluded from the scepe
of their deliberations, I think a word or two may be said with-
out fear of eny herm resulting to thelr lsbours. T have for
some time now believed that in South Africa our oocuntrymen
have, at least for a generation, no hope whatever. Wea hove
to carry on the struggle, it is irue. But sc long as the Govern-
ment of India continue to belisve tbat they can bring about
amslioration of the conditicns of lodians inm South Africa
merely by remonstrance, by diplomatic representations and
by dignified protests which are made in public and withdrawn
aubseqguently, they will ind that they are lstting themselves
ie for the most bitter disappointwent. The country had lost
all bope of improving our conditions in South Africa. The
bitternesa is thers. Our efforts must all bs concentrated on
the evil nct spreading beyond South Africa. Kenya, and while
it is not too late, Dganda and Tanganyiks, must be protacied
from the infecticn of this Boer mepace of hatred of coloured
peopls. The Hon. Sir Marasimhs Sarma must be aware as
woll an T am that General Smuts resents the impotation thas
be is against Indians., And for a wonder, would the Council
beliave me when I say that General Smuts's alaim is that in
this matter of prejudios towards Indians, that in this matter
of hostility towards Indiens, that in this matter of desiring to
rid the African region of Indians, it is not the Boers, it
in the British people who are wmore responsible ? He said
#0 deliberately at the last :Imperial Conforsnce. He said
s0 to me in person, This is what he said. < It is in
Natsl, where the white population is predominantly British
and not boar,it is in Natal that the worat troubles haverecent-
Iy srisen”. "And he saya that the enemies of Iudians are not
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his oouatrymen but Britishers. I respoctfully pass on tb
compliment t3 the British people. Let them decids, Bosr and
Britisher, in amiable rivalry to whom should fali this lanrel
of the most rooted hostility to their Indian fellow subjects. [
will not attempt to decide the dizspute between them. But that
is the troutle. It has now reached very acute dimsnslons in
Natal whers the Britisher is in power, and Qeneral Smuts
says, “If it were the Boer I oculd go for him. But as it is the
Britisber in Natel whom I am bound ¢o protect, I cannot im-
torfere with his liberty,” Sir, I must say that the Govern-
ment of India must in their heart of hearts have come #0 the
same conolusion that I have oome to. that the problem in
South Africa is beset with 80 many difficulties of 8 moral cha-
raoter, involving the whole psyohology of a people, the sotire
upbringing of an artogant white race, that the weapons which
they have hitheric used and to which Sir Narasimha SBarma.
still sticks with pathetic simplisity would net do. 1 really du
not know what Colonel Sir Umar Hayat Khan haa in mind
when he says begging won't do. What else is there in our
power? Wae caonot usa the bullet—which he once recommen-
dad in this Council. Sir, I will only sonslude with this con-~
fession. Aleng with Mr. Androws, along with Mr. Gandhi,
along with Mr. Polak, and along with many others who have
tried to judgs of the situation in South Afrioa from a level of
statosmanship and humanitarias convietion, to which moat
bard-heartad politicians round me mighé be forsign-along
with them I have coms to the conclusion very reluctantly that
there might be somg awakening of the British conscience in:
this matter, some rousing of a deeper sense of responsibility
which ws have not been able hitherto to toush in the British
nation, if on some happy cccasion in the futurs, the Governor
General in Council--I will not pay the Viceroy, remembering
your ruling aig—if the Governor General in Council of India
should say to the listening world, “It is impossible for us as
repressotatives of His Majesty's Goverament to govera India
? within His Majesty's Dominions we are unable and His
Majesty’s Government ars umable to protect the jast
rights of the Indian subjects of His Msjesty”; when &
gtatement of that kind oould be made in the moral hearing of
the world by the Governor Geaeral i Council sud the Gov-
ornor Ganeral and bis Council of that day resign their offices
because they could not protect their subjects from the insulty
of another ciassof His Majesty's sabjects, when thal stepis
taken—very far from the bullet which Colonel 8ir Umar Hayaté
EKhan recommended the other day—I think somethiag would be
done which might touch the conscisnce of the British Peoplas
I still have faith ic themt they have a way of throwing up
their hands when the last extremity is reached and saying
“We did not know ; ws naver realised there was sc much fesl-
ing in India ; why did oot somsbody say so? Why did not
your Indian Member resiga? Why did not people do this or
doswhat?” Thsy have s way of remsining deaf aad bliad:
onti] sometbing ia the natuse ofa political explosion takos
place and a orisis is reached. Woell, [ am not asking anybody-
now to resign. I am only =saying that between tis limit of
the begging line that we have taken up aad the beginning of
the bullet line recommended by Oolonel Sir Umar Hayat Khao,
there is & large margio of high-minded, of brave, and of res-
ponsible statesmanship which we kavs got to traverse, and
God willing, we hope that the interssts of the British Empire,
its dignity and its high mission in this world, in whioh I still
have faith, disappointed as I huve been sorely in one or two
matters, that these would still be maintained while we sare-

traversing that margin.

THE INDIAN DECISION.

OF all the probléms whioh facs she Labour Qevernment in its
external policy that of India is at once the gravest and she
most hopeful. No other makes the same elaim upon our un-.
divided responsibility. Our party has come into power 2% a
turning point at India’s destiny. It arrived with the deoision .
of the Swaraj { Home Rule ) party to depart from the purely
negative taoties of Mr. Gandhi, and to test their strength by
putting up candidates for the provincial and national aggembe.
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fisz. They polied heavily, but they nowhere won s majority
wavain the Central Peovinoes. The sequel, however, has
shown that thairs iv the lendership which Indis will followe
The Modsratas, whether they oall themssives Independents or
Liberals, have fallen obadiently into }ice behind zihe mont re-
wohute of the natioualist parties. Tho news is all of defeats
inflicted oa the Goverpment, now in Bengal, again in Bombay,
and, above ali, in ths National Legislative Assembiy. All
partios are uniting ls 2 demand for full responsible GQovern-
ment and for & new Constitution whioh shall embody it. There
may atill ba shades of opinion, for some realise more clearly
+than others that It would be impossible without a period of
propatation and franeition to hand over the army &t least to
an Indisc Dominion Government. But in the main demand
all weem to bs uuited, It'takes the form of s regueat fora Bound
Table Coufsrence, which is $o draft & Constltation, for submis-
< slon firat to the Indian Legisiative Assembly and sthen to the
British Parliamant. The form of the demand is significant
India is ro longer beggin ; a¢ to use cur saperior wisdom e
-eketol & plan of reform. Bhe asks to be allowed to do her
plsoning for herszelf, What sne proposes is & cosfersnce coxn-
potod in the main of her, own represeniatives, Ths “round
tsble conferencs” means, ic plain English, & drafting oom-
mittes to prepars an Indian Qonstitution. It isa stariling de-
mand. It confronts us at isst with an adalt India, whioh, in
‘hor own satimation, hay-atiained her majority st these eleo-
tions, She 1s uslng the demoeratiz instrument with whiok the
Montagu-Chelmaford reforms sndowed her in s manner which
follows Wentsra preosdents. We made the skslaton of & na-
tion when wo fisted shome reforms together. At Inat the breath
oftifeistnit. It moves and wilis. -

The first easponss of the Anglo-Indian Government wass
-siight and temporising oonocsssion. It took its stand on the
oresent half-meiuce of raform, 'This and no more was what
Parliameat had sonosded. The time for auy fundamentalohangs
15 it will come at the ond of the tan years’ pericd, acscording
to the Act, and no sopaer, Buat admittedly it {s not a perfact
ingtrument of Government, and thersfors a Deapartmenial
Tagquiry was proposed $0 recommend minor adjustmesnts and
- improvementy. Thers followsd ths vote whioh defeated the Gor-
sramant by 76 10 48, Sgures whioh mean that the elestad Tadian
. paembsara must have voted almost salidly agalust the Europsan
and official mambers. If the Indisn Goverpment reskoned on
dividing the Assembly, and raliying .tks moderates to its own
- alde, by a emall covcesslén, It svidsutly missalounlated. The
outlock la disturbing, For s wmajority ta whick the Govera-
meat has refused to conceds ita central demand has the come
atitutional remedy of refusing wupplies. It is vain to use hard
words about obstruction. These Indians have studied Wazw
<orn histery. They know all about ship money : they may yo*
- golleot the progedent of ths firss Rosslan Dama, X¢is obwious
enough from what iz happsning in Bombay and Beagal, that
- thay will not co-opersts any longer with she Anglo-Indian
_ barsausrsoy on the basis of the half-autonomy, ths divided
reaponsibility of the Montagu-Qielmseford wcheme. In a fow
weske, of at most monthe, if they remsin ucited, they may
- aompe! us to do ons of two things—either to suspsnd the re-
forms, 0 oloss down the sleoted asssmblies, and to tax and
gorern in the old autooratic way, or slss to mess shem by
grantiag the sssense of their demdnd. That i» & sufficiently
gtava dilsmma for 8 Labour Govstomesnt, and yat it is wsll to
rsalise that evan this may not be the worst. Provoostions like
‘ha deplorabls shooting of the Sikh devotess at Jaito may
delva that warlike raos out of its Hdelity to pacifism snd non-
reblatance.
Lord Olivisr, in hily oautious but srmopathsetic sprech on
Tuasaday: lefx us o some daubt as to his fusars polioy. He
-mny ba wiss to wails far furtaer information from Indis, before
be ukes a decision which may govern the whols futars of
the Paalowais, He rsalisss th o the offsr of & Dspartmental
Inquiry iato she workin g of ths pressnt Constisution is inade-
quate. His spsech scams 1o menn that he seens the nesd of
peapariag even nuw {or she nexk sisp. Two nsw facts amerge
“feom the Indiaa papors whiok are now srriviog by mail, The

firgt big fuos i that the Bwarajiste are setting the pace, lead-
ing, dominating, almast sbsorbing the other parties, There
is now for purposes of action one great Home Rule party. The
other pew faot in that this party has outgrown the stags of
patitioning us for reforms. It means fo shape its owa reformu.
There is nothing 06 our thinking unconstitutionsl or revoln-
tionary im this attitude. Even the exizemiste do vot talk of
dispensing with the consent either of the Goveroment im -
Dalhi or of ths Parliamens in Westminister. What thex ask
is for leave to sketok tho first drait of their own foturs Cousti-
tutjon. Carrsnts in the siream of history will seldom run an
sven course at & preseribed pace. One oannot sat 5 time-
tabis for a nation's aspirations, Lord Ollvier dweit frankiy
on some of the oausss which have quickened this currsnt—the
Amritsar maasacre, shs Eenya folly, the affair of the Sait Tax,

‘snd the apparent duplicity of Me, Lioyd George. We oannot
‘undo this past. Ths Cpalition gave the Montagu reforms,

but in granting them it destroyed their morsl effect. The
conseguencs is that to walt until 1939 before wo even begin
to [nguirs Into the next step towards responsible Government
is unthinkable. We must either atep forwasrd or backward,

.and we must take cue decision promptly. Lord Oliviar is siill

considering various alternative procedures—the Round Table

Conlerence, a mission to Lodia, or sn invitation to Indiaas o

ssud their own Delegation t8 London, The latter snggestion

doss recognise, though noé perhaps adequately, the new sense

of responsibility and ssif-respect ia Indians, which leads them

io claim the initiative. Itiz to our mind @ proper attitude,

an attizuds which 1n itself gives some proof of their maturity.

T ;e fatal posturs for us to assume would be, in this new -hour

of India’s history, to drop by habit into the ©ld pose of the

ruling race, which it {ts bsnevolent wizdom will do all the

thioking and planning that India nesds, and will in the end

vgrapt” teforms. That day ix aver. We would venturs to

guggent that Lord Olivier might posaibly combine two of thess
methods. Might not the Delhi Assembiy first of all nominase
a committes {it matiers nothing by what name it is oalled),
whioh would first hammer out its provislonal draft of an
smendsd constitution in India, and then send 5 delegation to

London to disousa it with the India Ofios and the Cabiust?

‘But whatever expedient is sdopted, the essential is to leave
3o Indians, we do not say the decision, but the initiative in
making proposals, We cannot resign cur own rssponsibility
for what Indix is to become. It may have bean the love of
gsaln that took us there, it may have been the economio motive
which kspt us there, crushing soms things that wars old and
ugly with some things that were good, building all the while,
for our interess, in cur way, training and shapiag, foatering
and deforming, in the process of oreating an uasiable and
unfinished oirilisation which is neither oura nor itheire. We
cannot shuffis off cur responaibility. It is cur daty to see
that the next big step towards self-government is made in an
ordetiy way with the minimum of risk. But in the ast we
must treat the msn who will govera India to-morrow as
aquals and adults, There was one argument in Lord Oliviers's
spesch which wa would beg him to rescnmiders The religicus
diasensions among the nneducaisd masses ars indeed a torri~
bie handicap to Indis's political development, which recalls,
as Lord Olivier said, the case of Ireland., But did he really

mean t¢ argas shat aslf-government must wait until, by the
iapse of tirse and the slow spread of educaiion { whizh is
not avek yet sompulsory or fres), these religious dissessions
are healad? That was never the Labour doorins about Ire-
and, por oven the Libsral doctrine. We ate not going t»

appiy to India that Gulonist argument whick all but destroy-
ad Itsiand, snd made cur ruis a by-word throoghout the

civilined worid. Labour did not foresss the swift development
of the pew politioal foras in India. Anu historle moment has_
surprised us. We dare not wait on events, nor drift into
sburess which may commit us to tastiea of coorcion. We
wust go boidly forward, asoking our imspiration not from the
ienots of thoss who have slways looked on India as their
sstats, but from our own dootrise of sslf-determination.

{ The Now Leadsr, Feb. 23th 1334)
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