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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

- THE Assembly's refusal] to grant

@waref or Anaschy ? gupplies comes perhaps nof as a
surprise: but itis ™mone the less

aerious for that. And the seriousness of the affaiy
€0 our mind lies in the faot that it will provide
both Lord Reading and Lord Olivier with an argu.
ment—well-nigh irrefatable—for refusing any
Immediate constituiional advance. The “invalu-
able” Mr. Patel noi only refused supplies: he de-
lightedly agreed with Mr. Pal’s suggestion that
refusal of supplies in the House logically
demands refusal of tax-paying in the country—
and to oap all, Mr. Nehru later on mada a general
statement identifying himself with Mr. Patel.
In the face of that, how oan one expeot even
friands of India in England to be enthusiastic
about handing over the administration of the
couatry to Mr. Patel and friends? Asa matter
of cold fact, the only way to cope with the situa-
tion and prevent it from getting steadily worse,
is to take the plunge and devolve upon the

Nationalists the rasponsibilities they clamour for.

Even that of courss is made difficult by the
Swarajists’ refusal in Bengal and C. P. to assume
such rasponsibilities : but the polnt thers is that
Mr. Das and his friends saw no evidenocs that their
responsibility would be real and unfsttered, One
therofors feels that the only curs for irresponsibles
Ig responsibility. But here the seriousness of the
situation.becomes so manifost: for, even assum-
ing that Mr. MaoDonald's cabinet guite agreed
with this view, what earthly chance would thoy
have, of persuading a majority of the British -Par.
liament to it ¥ That is the tragedy of the Swara-
Jist intransigonos : that it makea it quits jmpos-
sible for anybady outside their ranks, whether in
this sountry or in England, to bring about that
Swaraj which they are quite genunisly aiming af,

The Swarajist tactics, we are afraid, have destroy-
ed in all such minds the alternative: ‘ Diarchy or
Swarai’'? and have merely substituted thaf of
‘Autooracy or Anarchy’ % ‘
* * “*
THE strike situation in Bombay is
progressing, just as one. wounld ax-
poot it to progress with a body of
employere, who—under pressnt market conditions
—have nothing to lose by cessation of work., After
sil the pourparlers that have bsen going on far so
long, without leading to anything tangible, it need-
ed but a notioce, such as was izsaed by the mill-
owners, to goad hungoring strikers to deeds of des-
pair. The notice in question curtly oalled on the
a‘vikers to return to work unconditionally and
nevaer even mentioned the bonus. Is it a great
surpriso that the strikers’ reply should have taken
the form of burning, looting and otherwise damag-
ing seven milis? It is high time that publio
opinion bestirred itself and placed the blame, not
on the maddenad ignorant workers, but on the pro-
vooative mill-owners. As a further illustration
of the capitalist’s mentality, we would single out
thereply given by them &o the Government's appeal
that they should. undertake to pay all wages due
for January “without prejudice to the question of
bonus and irrespeotive of whether the mill-hands
desirs to return to work or not” To even this
eminently modest and fair request, the owners
have returned a stubborn refussl! Mr. Wadia
admitfed average profits in the mills of 10 % for
1905/14 and 53 ¥, for 1915/22. In these last ssven
years, that is to say, the ownars received back the
eapilal invested by them nearly four imes over:
and yet they now are unable to pay thsir men the
accustomed bonus of & month’s wages! Has
all the money gone # Then who is truly improvi-
dent—the owners or the men? And sre such
employers fit to be entristed any longer with the
lives of & couple of Iakhs of employees?
L} * *

THE Baby Week which for Poona

Tos drtof Impats. glosed on the 1st wasanunqualified
‘ and resounding success iz svery
way. In saying this, one is not simply repsating
o stook-phrase : success, surely, it is when to 22,000
women of the poorer olasses it is brought home,
how their ignorance is killing off babies by the
thousard—brought home in the peculiarly vivid
way whioh the film makes possibla. 15,000 women
attending 114 hour's show of anie-natal, puere

Provecativeand Im-
provident.
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peral and post-natal hyglens, and of the art and
soience of baby tendipg and nurture! The per-
formances at the Aryan Cinema in ths city started
at 7. a.m. and went on uninterruptedly until 6 p.m.
—avaryone of them thronged to the uimost caps-
oity of the theatra. At three other centrss—the
Camp, Rastha's Peth and Kirkess—similar shows
were given on other days of the week, and it is
reported that two thousand women attended at
each of the three cinemas. We mention these de-
tails, to show how exoullently planoed the whole
Baby Week hare was and how equally excellent the
respense, Yet what did we hear responsibls
"leaders™ say by way of thanks?® That the whole
thing was a wicked Brahman dodge to instil the
-cinema habit into pcor non-Brahman women | Hard
indeed is the way of the sccial Reformer ia our

country,
* E 4 *

WE have received the official report
'Thatwesldeever of the Annual General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Churoh in Indis
and sul! from it the following passage which is

distinetly of general interest:

Soon after the last Assambiy, the National Missionary
Council, now the Natiopal Cheistian Council, met st
Poons in Janngry 1922, when Mr. C. ¥ Andraws., who
had then returned from a tour in Africa, madea atirring
appeal op behalf of Africa, and urged the Indian Church
to go to Africa with the Christian message. His proposal
scemed wonderfully opportuns, for letters poured in from
warious d'rections urging us to give Afries cur foremost
congiderstisn. A questionnaire was then started which
went 1o each member of the Committee, and which after
an interssting career finally reached the Cobnvener in
June. It proved to bea most valuable document. Una-
nimity of opinico prevailed to the effect that it was high
time for the Church £o undertaks gome Foreign Mission
enterprisa. There was difference of opinion on ths subjsot
of the choice of the Field. Seme felt strongly that Tibst
should be the land, while others favoured Africa. ™

The Assembly eventually decided upon Africa
“in view of the close conncotionsbetween Indiaand
Africa, and of the problems whioh have arisen in

consrgquence  and is now seeking * the advice of
the Presbyterian mizsionaries in Afrioa with regard
to the particular portion of the field that we should
onter.” Woe shall watoh wilth the greatest possible
interest whether the powars that be in Africa will
aver allow these Indian missionaries to embark on
their enterprize, seeing that their very presence
will loudly proclaim that a buman being may have
even the same high Christian oculture as whites
peopls, and yet not be white. That is dangerous
dostrine In a continent arganized as a white aroen-
dancy over biack masses of serfs: and, somehow.
we don’t quite believe that valid sxouses or plausi-
ble reasons will be wanting to?prevent-such a de-
monstratio ad oculos being given.
* * L 3

THE fierceness of the onslaught on
the rights won by German labour
durieg a generation of wise social
degislation, whioh ssemed to reach its consumma-
tion in the Constitution of the new Repnublic at
Weimar, is aptly illustrated by a ciroular issued by
the Union of German Employers {vide Fruncfor:

Bnattles for the 43
bour Week.

Gazelie of Feb, 71h), whioh asks all its members

to paralyze completely the law of industrial arbi-

tration. Employers are exhorted to resign their
seats on these boards; if the resignation is not
acoeptad, to refuss collaboration ; if legal proceed-
ings are threatened, to put in an avpearance, but
to ohstract and make sall arbitration impossible!
That is what it has come to in Germany, uunder
French pressure—which does not hit big business
at all, but rather enables the latter to push down
(3srman labour conditions to the French standard
aad below it German workmen of course will
not submit tamely to such a process: and the
strike at the famous dve-works at Mannheim
agaiost imposition of a 9 hour day is an illustra-
tion, as, unfortunately, is the suhsequent riot, of
which recent cables tell us. Qur remarks last
waek of the international conseguences of lowaer-
ing workers' standards anywhaere, are strikingly
borne out by an address presanted by a Dutoch
Chamber of Commerce and Industry { one at Til-
burg } which asks the Labour Ministry to amend
the Labour Law of 1918 in view of * the danger to
Dutch industry resulting from the abolition of the
8 hour day in Germany and conssquently urges
the latrodusction—of a 7en hour day in Holland !
On the other hand since Miss Bondfield spoke up
on bzhalf of the British G-vernment at Gsnova,
two avenis on the oredit side have &5 he thankfal-
Iy rozistered : {1 ) The Swiss raforendam on the
subject has resulted { by 4,31,341 votas to 3,14,009 )
to maintain the 48 hour waek in Switzerland ; (2)
the Belgium Chambser has thrown out two at-
tompts weraianst the Eight Hour Act, one by 136
votas to 20, another {a Governmeant Bill) by 97 to 66.
-+ * *

WE referred recently to the pro-
posal of calling togethar an Imperial
Labour Conferoncs in Lordon thias
coming summer. Very sppropriately, Mr, E. W,
Wimble gives in “Industrial and Labsur Informa-
tion” of December last a short account of the
“Workers Travel Assogiation,” of which he is the
Secretary. Founded in 1321, language classes and
lectures were held during the winter 1922-23, but
it was only in 192 that actual travel organization
was embarksd upon. The Association of oourse
does not aim at being merely a tonrist agency : it
menns to be that also, especially for the particular
clasa crnoerned, i, e. manual workers: bat it means
to be more. Its prineipal aim is to facilitats re-
ciprooal visits between the workers of different
gountries and thus to “break throuzh the barriers
of ignorance and distrust which hide their common
humanity.” Travel clube are to be formed all over
England, enabling membars to spread the cost over
& period of several monthe on tha instalment plan,

Golng Abroad.

"and abroad centres have salready been opaned at

Berlin, Vienna, Geneva, on the Itslian lakes, in
Brittany and in Belgium. During 1923 more than
2000 peopls { most of whom had never before heen
abroad ) availed themselves of the facilities offered
by the Assseiation, including a party of 35 eduea-
tionalists who went to Danmark for the purpose of
studying the Danish school system. The constita-
tion of the association rules ocut the distribution
of profits, which instead ars to be spant on propa-
ganda, lectures, libraries, scholarships &e., &e.
Qoe hopes that scon the Association will tackle
the need of bringing other spheres than thoss of
merely Westorn eulture within the orbit of their
activities and will also exsable Westarners to see
something—not of India, nor of Indian raias, nor
of English Soociety in India—but of Indians. How
far we in this country have still to go ia this res-
psct, Is with his veual foree and lucidity brought
out by Mr. Androws, inthe series of articlem
on “Emigration™ which we commenced last wsak.
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THE PROGRESS OF CO-OPERATION.

Few Institutions can equal cc-operative societies
85 training ground for self-government. Within
twenty years of the passing of the Co-operafive
Boaietios Act in 1904 their number in this country
has expseded 55,000 with a total membersuip in
primary trocieties of mors than two million
persons, or about a third of the total mumber of
votars under the Montagu-Chelmaford reforms.
Each one of these acoieties is a demooratio insti-
tation governed by eleoted representatives and if
ounly they are efficiently managsd, they afford the
most valusble and exiensive political training
that the nation can dasirs. Yet by a curious short-
sightedness the average Indian politician, like the
Irish politician, has been remarkably indifferent,
if not actually hostile, £o this excslient institu-
tion. If he is really in earnest about nation-build
ing—and we do not in the least doubt that he Hs—

. he'eannot do better than make himsslf responsible

for the efficient working of at least one sooiaty,
iarge or small,

. Acoording to the abstraot of siatistics
published snnually by the Government of India
relating to the progress of the co-operative move.
ment in India, the number of co-operative societiea
of all kinds increased, during 1922-13 from 52,182
to 56,136 or by nearly 4000. For more than three
quarters of this inorease three provineecs were
responsible—DBengal, Madres, and Bihar and
Orissa. Bengal and Madras added mors thana
thousand each fo their number, whils Bihar added
nearly nine hundred, Of the other provinces omly
the United Provinces had any oonsiderable in-
orease, while in the Cantral Provinoces and Ajmer-
Merwara there was an actual deorease, whiech in
the case of the C. P. was more than a hundred. Of
the fonr Indian States for whioh figures are given,
Hyderabed had the largest inorease, but that was
of less than 100 scolstivs, We do not know why no
figures are given for Travancors, Cochin and
other Btates, whioh possess quite a good number
of oo-operative societies. But whatever the
reaszon, it ie an omisasion that should be reotified
al the earliest opportunity. The membership of
the primary societies Inoressed during the year
from 19.74 lakhs to 2102 lakhe ; but as this increase
is not proeportionate to the inorease in the number
of s»cieties, the average membership of & socisty
has falien from 38 to 37. In the Puniab,C. P., Ajmer-
Morwara, Delhi and Mysore, there hasbesn an
aotual decroase of membership, owing no doubi fo
the expulsion of unworthy members. In C. P.
and Ajmer this deorssse Is accompaniad by & de-
crease in the numbsar of socleties, but not so in the
Punjab, Delhi and Mysore. The total worki g
eaplial has increased more rapidly than eitber
the number of sooleties or their men barship. With-
in the last fcur years, in spite of the general trade
depression and financial stringency, it bas risen
from Re, 214 orores to Re. 35'5 orores—~than which
thers oan ba no surer testimony to the confidence

of the publie in co-operative institutions. During
1922-23 the capital per society increased from
Rs. 5,964 to Re. 6,331 and that per member from Ra.
158 to Rs. 169, Baroda, howaver, has been an exeap-
‘tion. There tha working capital fell from Rs. 27-87
Iakhe to Rs. 26-67 lakhs.

To turn now {o the working of different
kinds of soocieties, There wers seven provinoial
banks in 1822-23, as in the pravious year, of which
aix wers in British India aud one in Mysore. The
deposits whioh they received from ‘iadividuals
and other sources’ , i. e. other than subordinate
eo-operative societies,increassd from Rs 3-8) crores
to Ra. 5-78% crores. The most notable inoraasas were
in Burma from Rs. 50 lakhs §o Rs, 93 lakhs and in
Bengsal from Rs. 38 Iakhs to Rs. 87 lakhs. Thera can
be no greater tributs to the utility and efliciency
of these provincial banks thanr this great inorease
in deposits. The Bihar and Orissa provinoial bank
was able to finance during the year iits olient
banks and societios to the oxtent of Rs 39
lakhs againet only Es. 834 lakhs in the
previous yvear. The Bombay provineial bank
has mada & speciality of providing ordinary bank-
ing facilities to its primary socleties, In 1923—23
there was a large expansion of fhese banking
transactions. In Madras thers was & large inflow
of deposits both into the provincial bank and the
oentral banks. Honas the latisr not only borrow-
od less from the former but made considerable
deposits with it. The course of the Mysore pro-
vinoial bank, howevaer, was very diffarent from
that of the British Indian provinsial banks. The
deposits it received from the public and the loans
fssusd by it to sociotias both fell to about 50 per
gcent. of what thoy waro in the pravions year. Itis a.
very serious state of affairs and we hope it will
racoive the urgent attention of His Highness's
Government. The ceniral banks had a year of
steady progress everywhers except in Bhopal and
Baroda, where there was a falling off in dsposita,

Out of 49,840 agrionliural societies of all kinds:
all but 1047 had for their objast ths provision of
eredit facilities to their mombers. Being the sim-
plost and most easily managed soocieties, their
number and transactionshave expanded toa phano-

menal extent. It is to them thet one looks for
fostaring moral qualities in their mombers. But
in the present atate of the co-operative movement
ia India, the moral results ars still far from the
horizon. Even as purely business organizations,
ons oannat ba proud of thelr efficiency. A fair
test of their eficienoy ia the proportion of overdue
loans. In weli-manpaged institations one wounld
not expect it to exceed 3 per cenk But in the
yearunder revisw itincrensed forthe whole courtry
trom iess than 14 to naarly -20 per cent The
peroentages for the more important provinoes and
States are given below:

Punjab 6 C P a8s
Barms 78 Assam 443
Bombay 200 Hydetabad 05
Madras 214 Baroda 200
Bibar & Orisa 225 Mysore 400
U. P, 2049 - Bhopal 580
Bengal 370
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These figures reveal great laxity of supervision I Assam, vory fow sicieiies ate served by unions,

and coatrol in all provinees and States except
Hyderabad, the Punjab ani Burma. Bengal,
the U. P., Madras and Bikar, which organised
such a large number of nsw societies in 19:2-23
will do well to cry halt to their policy of expansion
and concentrate on raising the efficiency of the
existing societies,

Among non-credit agricultural societies those
meant for the purshase and sale of goods to mem-
bers, or stores socisties, were more or lsss stadion-
ary excapt i;. the Punjab and Burma.
mer their number was ruthlessly reduced from
160G to 22, but the value of goods sold to members
insreased from about Rs, 6 Iakhs to Rs. 20
and the value of membera’ products purchased for
sale to others rose from Rs, 44 lakhs to Rs. 302
lakhs. Co.operaters of the Puanjab are to be
warm!y congratuiated on having so saccessfully
attempted joint purchase and sale of goods. Both
in purchase and sale the Burma societies doubled
their transactions. Bengal raised its‘production’
sociatias from 29 to 114 while the Puniab had 48
of them sgainst .il in the previous year. But in
the latter thereis a great decrease under otherforms
of co-operation, so that perhaps it is caly & matter
of mera classification, Thess non-cr:dit societies
are still largely in an exparimental stage. Their
number and transactions fluctuate from year $o
year. Novertheless, they are very tateresting and
impoitant experiments and the differsnt provinces
are right in pursuing them in spite of disappoint-
ment.

Non-agricultural societies, whather credit or
non-credit, are naturally more efficiently managed
than agricultural societies. But the percen-
tage of overdues even in thess is unduly high, be-
ing about 10. Mysore socisties are easily the worst
with more than 30 per cent.,, while Madras ones
are bad enough, with about 135 per cent. The
Punjab and Burma sagsin show a very low per-
oentage. There was a largs fall in the number of
stores sociaties—from 495 to 422—and in their tran-
sactions, the fall in thelatter being mest conspicu-
ous in Burma—from over Rs. 13 lakhs to under
Rs. 4 lakhs. In Bombay, however, the value of
goods sold to members increased, though the
number of stores sccieties decreased. So far as
the purchase of members’ preducts was concerned,
there was a general improvement except in Barma
where there was a big fall. Thers has been steady
increase in the number of sceieties for produotion
and sals in Bengal and Bihar and Qrissa—obvi=
oualy the work of the Beagal Homs Industries
Organization Society.

Considering the inefficiency of ouragricultural
oredit sapictiss, it is & malter for much regrat that
the number of supervising unions and the staff
employed by them have not incroassd at- a more
rapid rate. These unions seem to be adequate only

in Burma and the C. P, In Bihar and Madras the

number of aocieties in charge of a supesrior appears
to be too larze.

In the for-

lakhs |

In Bombay, Beogal, U. P. and.

while the Punjab socisties do not igara in the iist
at all. The co operative movement ¢an do no
l2sting good if it bs not self-governing. It is clear-
I¥ the duty of Gaverament and noa-officials t) see
that controlling and auditing iastitations suoh as
are the aunions, spring up and grow in every pro-
vince. At present not even half the number of
agricultural socisties are affiliatad to them.
Neither mmoney nor trouble should b3 grudged to
foster thein, for realiy it isthey thatyive us train-
ing in self-zovsroment,

INDIAN EMIGRATION.

BY C. F. ANDREWS.
Ir

IN my earliar article, I promised that T would desl
with the subjeot of [ndian emigration in the past
and ifs effect upon the his:ory of mankind. Thia
will be the subject of my second article. In my
last articls, I shall deal with right and wrong
mathods of emigration. During the last twanty
yoars, it has been my lot to travel $o very many
distant parts of the world and thua to ses many
peoples, espacially in the Far East. One fact has
bean impressed upon me more and more. [t is this,
For over a thousand years, Indians went far and
wide a3 emigrants and carried with them their
highest cultura wherever they went. The thousand
years,to which I specially referhas often bsen called
tbe Buddhist Age. It dates, roughly from 500 B.C. to
500it A.D. But it might easily be extended on either
side; for it was muoch longer than the pericd I have
mentioned. For instance, the groatest expansion in
Java was probably ag late 8 800 A.D. Nevertheless
it will perhaps be bast to keep in mind, that the
most flourishing pericd of all was within one thou-
sand years of the death of Gautama the Buddha,

Lot me give somse of the evidences of the effects
of this Indian emigration whiech I have ssen with
my own eyes. In Japan, I have read ancient in~
sariptions in Bangali secript, on posts and pillars,
carved in stons and wood: I hava also sesn art
records dating over many centuries which were to
ms the clearast possible evidence of the sprsad of
Hindu Baddhist culturs. A3 ws study more
thoroughly Japaness history and Japanese archae-
olozy, we find that the living touch with India was
constant for over a thousand years and thai every
great flood of religious prograss in India as it
spent its forces, washed with its tidal wave the
shores of Japan in the Far Eist. Again, ia China,
I have meat those who have studisd the subject,
who have told me the vary sama story about India.
It is clear now, thatnot only did Chinese travellers
and socholars ooms to Indis, but that Iadian scho-
iars and sages travelled to China. There was a pro-
longed and intimate intercourse bsiween the two
countries,and Ckina absorbed all of Indian culture
and art that it oould hold. There wasreflex action
uponIndia that was no less marked and important-
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I think that, perhaps, the best way of bringing
home to Indian resaders the extent of this iater-
oourca, is to relate & oonversation, which I had
with Dr. Sylvain Levy, of the Sorbonne, Paris. He
told me, that a |argeamount of Sanskrit literature,
which had been lost allogether in India, owing
%0 the Indian manuscripts having perished,
might still be recovered from China. Each manus.
oript had been faithfully transliterated into Chi-
nese and Tibetan charsoters, and it only needed the
work of Sanskrit scholars, who knew Tibetan
and Chinese scripts, in order to restore the original
Sanskrit. One hae only to exercise one’s imagins.
tion in order to realise to what an extent the mu-
tual intercourse had gone. In our Asram, at Santini-
ketan, Dr. Sylvain Lovi was able to creats a great
enthusiasm among our Indian teachers and students
for learning Chinese and Tibetan, Bome of cur bess
soholars hava persevered In their studies and are
sompetent to teach.On March 14th the Poet, Rabin
dranath Tagore, is himself going to China, He is
taking with him, most probably, one of the best of
our Banskrit professors. It is not unlikely that the
. latter will remain in peking, and seek to transiite.
zate priceless treasures of the Indian past The
Visvabharati, at Santinketan, is already beooming
a cenire of this Far Eastern research. It may noi
be well known that the Poet’s father, Maharshi
Devendranath Tagore, was a great travellor and
visited China mors than sizty years ago. The Poet
on his new journsy io the Far Eact, will visit aleo
S8iam and Indo~China. The very name of the last
country telis its own history, It is Jndo-China. For
many ceniuries, it was ruled over by Hindu kings,
In Biam, the chief feativals of the year are stil ]
related to Hindu mythology. In both places, ar-
ohitectural ruins, whioh are among the most re_
markable still extant in the East, are to be found,
But as I have not visited either of thesa places
personally, I cannot speak at first har d about them
as I ean do about Japan. . ‘
On the other hand, I have been personally to
Celobes and Java, and I can speak of these from
my own experience. (elobes today owea all its
most important roads and aoqueducts to Hinda
colonisation. The island was found by the Hindu
esmigrants in a state of savage barbarism. Today
it 1s still one of the most oivilised among the is-
iands of the Malay Arohipelage. The mild and
pesceful character of its population iz due to cen-
turies of Hindu oivilisation in the past. The
neighbouring island of Borneo, where Hindu eivi-
lieation did not penetrate ac desply, reiapsed about
oompletely into barbariam. Yet even here,~I have
~ heard,~thersare still abundant tracesleft of the Hin-

du-Buddhist civilisation. Unfortunately I have
not bean able to go to the Hindu Island of Bali, for
want of time; although I was most eager to do so,
There, the old Hindu oivilisation remsins practi-
cally intact. A very beautiful inecidentcocurred
early in the present century. The Dutoh Govern-
ment had ordered the ‘ogcupation' of the Island

.Speko, the discoveror

by an armed force and the Balianess, Hindus s |

they were, had determined to preserve their in-
dependence. They came forward, in the white
robe of martyrdom, and threw tbhemselves without
any weapons in their hands upon the invading
army and wore shot down by rifle fire. They atill
came on ¢o death. The Dutch Governor gave the
order to ¢ease fire, The Queen of Holland when
she heard of it, sent & royal command that those
who had defended their freedom with such moral
bravery should not be deprived of their independ-
ence. So Bali remains unconquered up to the
present day.

I have been all over the Island of Java and
have seen its historic ruins, It is full of Hindu snd
Buddhist temples. The greatest monumens$ of all
is one of the seven wondors of the world,—Borobiu-
dur, about which I have often writtenin the Indian
Pross. The soulptures thare tell the whole story of
Indian emigration.” We ean understand from them
that emigration from India was not ons of conquest,
but of sacrifica, It did not appeal to force, butto
love. Everywhere the form ofihe Buddha is seen
in his aots of divine compassion. In each soulp-
tare some act of saorifice is ropresented, Ih one
scena tha Buaddha is giving his iife to save a wild
beast from the pangs of hunzer. In another, like
s 8. Francis, he is preaching to the beasts' and
birdas. In another, the aborigines are crowding to
his feot as he lands from the ship upon the shore.
The beauty is indesoribable. The historioal racord
ia invaluable. It shows how, during this golden
pericd of a thousand years, Iundian emigrants

" wore going far and wide across the Earth, not fo

oapiure and desiroy, but fo oivilise and build up
the humane and spiritual realm of man.

In many parts of Burma and Malaya,I have
also found remarkable traces of Hindu eivilisation.
The island of Ceylon bears in avery part traces of
its own unspeakably great debt to India.

Turning to Africa, the record iz not so full
and oonvincing, It is strange that on this side of
India there was so liitle advance, French scho-
lara are finding out, that Madagasoar had eontact
with India from very ancient times; and it is not
unliksly that the milder and more cnléured chara-
oter of the Hova tribes in that Island is due %0 a
Hinda emigration in the past. How far
weoestward into Africa that civilisation advan-
osd, has not yet been investigated, bat
of the sources of the
Nile, was greatly helped in his discoveries (aa he
mentions in his book of iravels,) by references
whioh he found to the interior of Afrioa in Hindu
books desoribing great lakes and mountains. The
name, Chandiristan, was given to ons region by
the Hindus, snd the little *Mountainsg of the Moon®,
which used to be found in our atlases, when I was
a ohild, still recalls this. At the same time, it has
to be oonfessed that Hindu ecivilization failed
to exert any pesrmanent influence upon the
continent of Afrioa in the past. Will it do so
in the future? That is one of the great issuss of
the Kenya Immigration question. It was proba
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bly in Central Asia, that Hindu oivilisation pene-
trated most thoroughly and successfully for many
centuries., The records of it are all now buried in
the sand. For that portion of the earth has be.
oome waterless and barren. But Sir Aurel Stein's
archacological researches and discoveries have
revealed to us the amazing richness of Hindu
givilisation, two thoueand and mors years ago,
when Central Asia was & garden that blossomed
like the rose and human lifs was sweet and beauti-
ful with & thousand aris and literary enjoyments.
There were also religious amalgamations and
approximations that wers of vital importanoce tothe
Buddhist and Christian development in Eastern
Asia. I have only sketohed outa fraction of the
Indian emigration, in the age when Hinduism was
truly great; when India was truly a mother of
nations. Speaking with full knowledge and care, I
do not think that any large population, thaf in-
habited this earth in apcient time, has had a
nobler record than this, Her kingdoms and empires
wara founded, not with tho sword, but with noble
deeds of sacrifice and devotion. Her fame bacame
world-wide, not through bloody conquesis, but
through art and eulturs and religion.

One thing must be clear to avery one, from
the record of what I have seen with my own eyes,
a8 & traveller and scholar. The Hindus of those
days ware not a stay-at-home people. They were
adventurous and brave, enterprising and even reck-
less of danger. They had the joy of life strong in
them and they were sagser to explore the world.
They knew, as the isa Upanishat bagins, that
“all things that move in this moving world are
enveloped by God”, and they went out to find
God everywhere, They kuew also how to “ enjoy
through renunciation", as the Upanishat goes on,
and “not to covet”. Therefore they wished to go
on working and living “even for a hundred years™.
In that last sentence, I have paraphrased tha
great and wonderful Sanskrit sloka which follows
It ia to this India, that wo must seck %o return:
not to the unadventurous India, that framed the
kala pani dootrine.

But, at the samse time, we must not msake
again the mistakes of the past, and ssnd out emi-
grants at haphazard, and without any scientifie
method. We must never again have any repetition
of the evils of oheap labour exploitation under
indenture.

{ To be continued )
C. F. ANDREWS.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY.
1917-18—1921-2
In estimating the progress of eduoation in a
osuntry, one is guided by a variety of considera-
tions, Foremost of those ars the aotual needs of
the paople in respect of education, the extent to
whiech they are satisfied at the given stage and the
rate at whioh plans for future progress are arrane

ged and expected to proteed to theirgoal. As
arising out of these, we have other considerations
not less important which have refersnce not so
muoch to the extent of educstion as to its content
and oharacter, such for instance, as tell us whether
the instruction imparted is suited to the varying
needs and capacities of individuals, whether its
general effoot on mind and character is of 8 whole-
some and sufficiently parmaneat nature and whae-
ther it provides the individua! with s reasonable
amount of physiosl, intellestual and moral equip-
ment enabling him to make his way in the world
and lead the life of a ssifrespecting and useful
citizen. We have in addition to gonsider .how far
the olaims of the advancement of learning it-
self have beon attended to, 's0 as to enable
the ocounfry to contribute its proper share to
the goneral progress of mankind. The adminis-
tration of education in a country must taks into
account all these aspeots of ite work, and make
conscious and vigorous efforts to acoelerate the
pace of progress. It cannot rest ‘content with the
progress that is the outcome of & natural but

vague hankering after a better state of things to.

be found in the least advanced of societies or of
the momentum which a society onoce started on the
path of progress, naturally carries with it. A
progressive administration must aim at something
more. It must iuvitiate mew wicasures, encourage
the growth of new and useful ideas, snd obtain and
use available means for the vigorous prossoution
af all that it undertakes or encourages.

I have before me the mport ou Public Instru-
otion in this Presideacy for the lasé quinqueani-
um, and I have tried to apply to it the test afford-
ed by the 'above mentioned considerations. It
oannot be denied that the report records great and
important changes, eome of them quite far reach-
ing in character, and that it shows a genaine
desire on the part of the administration to enhance
ite usefulness and justify its claim to be consi-
dered progressive. Nevertheless, the general im-
pression that one gathers, on & perasal of the re-
port, is one that cannot be described as a feeling
of gatiafaction. If wo wish to judge of the progress
during these five years on the basis of what haa
been actually accomplished, the report, if it does
not quite disappoint us, gives us little ocause for
congratulation. Its relieving feature lies mainly in
the promise that it holds out for the futuare, espe-
sially in the adoption of the pringiple of compul-
sory sducation and the provision, ona soale never
before attempted, of spacial inducements to bsck-
ward communities to take sdvantage of the facili-
ties for education. But even here, the fone of the
report is saggestive rather of the moral gatiafaction
that one feels whon one has acknowladged a long
forgotton duty than of the optimistic assurance of
one who not only believes in that duty, but also in
his readiness sad capability tofulfil it

Lat us first consider the progress achieved in
tha expansion of education and $he provision of
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1inoreased fsoilities for cbismining it. Beginning
with the most elementary type of instruction : we
- find that out of every 100 children in the Presi-
denoy betwaen the agas of 5and 10, only 22 at
tended some sort ;of school at the close of the
« quingueninum, ss against 18 at its beginning, In
other words, soarcely one additional child perhun-
dred per year was brought under the influence of
- eduoation even of the most elementary type. If
we take into acoount the preveding quinguennium,
wo find that in the ten years from 1913 o0 1922, the
number of childran attending schools, for every
100 ohildren batwoen the ages of 5 and 10 rose
‘from 18 to 22. Considering the set-back duse to
-ghe Great War and the awakoening noticed every-
where after its closs, as mutually compensating
- slements, wa mny regard as the normal rate of
progress achloved in the expansion of elementiary
- eduoation during recent days the addition of 3
children in every 5 years for every 100 children
of school.going age, to the number of children ac-
$ualiy attending schools, At this rate it would
‘sake & century and quarter more to bring all
.~children between the ages ¢f 5 and 10 under the
influence of the most elomentary type of education.
According to the provisions of the Compulsory
Eduosation Ast, the rate of progress of expaunsion,
during the next ten years is expooted to be about
three times as rapid as the normal rate above de-
«duced. Coming next -to the field of secondary
education, less than 3 ont of every 108 ohildren of
-school-golng age are found to take advantage of
the facilities afforded, and though there has been a
-glight inorease in the number, this percentage has
not yet been excesded. The number of institutions
‘for secondary education has remained stationary,
Jn the oase of university education alea, so far
as the number of pupils taking advantage of it is
-concerned, things have remnined praotioally what
they were at the beginning of the quinqueanium.
Coming now to the provision of faocilitiea for
-different kinds of education, so as to ‘ensble the
pupil to choose what {s most suited to his condi-
tion, inolination and capacity, we find that very
little progress has besn achisved. The number of
technical and industrial sshools is exceedingly
small, being 34 for the whole 'Presidency and the
number of pupils in them, has remained stationary
.at 2370 during the quinquenofum. The number of
fostitutions and the number of pupils ars both
ridloulously small and bear witness to the ex.
tromely onesided osharacter of the eduoational PO~
gramme followed hitherto. The facilities for pro.
fossional education, too, are axtremsly limited,
and soaroely suffice to'meet even the demand con-
ssquent upon the present limited expansion of pri-
mary snd secondary education. With only one
-oollege for eduoation in each of the subjent of Law,
Medioclne, Engineering, ‘Agrioultura and Com-
-merog, thers Is no wonder that hundreds of atu-
dents should each year have to be turned away
from the doors of thoge, colleges and forced to
otowd i{nto non-professional soursss of sindy ad

Bl
-

vercely afecting the goneral lovel of attainment In-
them. Briefly speaking the eduocational administra~
tion of the country has no$ hitherto sucossded in
bringing even s quartar of the whola school-going
popuiation of the country within the fold of educa~
tion, or in making provision for sven a tenth'of this
quarter for continuing their education in suitable
directions; while the provision for technical, indas.
trial and professional education scarcely touchss
even one out of every 1000 persons of scheol-going
age. .
The Report admits that by far the largest part
of the inorease in expenditure on sdusation during
the past five years has beon the rosult not of oxe
pansion or improvement, bus of the inorease in the
oost of maintaining schools and the pay of primary
teachers. The programme of Compulsory Primary
Education now laid down will in itself lead in the
gourss of the next ten years to an additional ane
nual expenditure of 75 lakhs over and above the
present expenditure of about a 100 lakhs from the
provincial funds. The question then arises: that if
by making use of all resources acoessible to the
educationsal administration, all that it eculd do
is to maintain existing conditions as they are,
and if, during the next ten years, the eoxtension
of primary education in ascordanoe with the Com-
pulsory Education Aet is likely to absorb every
asw source of inoome, what is going to be the fu-
ture of secondary and highor education in the
country ? The imporiance and immadiata nead of
the extonsion of primary education can scarcsly
be over-estimated, and yet, unlses such extension
prooseds side by sids with the sxtension and ime
provemoent of facllities for secondary and higher
education and with s proportionate increass of
those for techniocal and industrial edunoation, it is
likely in the end to lead to disappointment, if not
to disastrous consequences. Elemontary educa
tion covering very little more than a knowledge of
the three R’s is essential bat, only as a means to
an end and not asan sund in iteeif. To ba of any
uso, it must lead to other oourses of instruction
leading either to the University { which eanbe the
destination of culy the minority ) or to tachnical,
industrial, commercial and agricultural sohools,
{ which ought to be the natural goal of the large
majority ). The secondary instruotion now provi-
dod leads to nothing but the University. It is, more-
ovar, within the roach of a fow only owing to ite
restricted extension. As it is, it suffers from &
great deal of wastage, only 25 p. o. of those who
enter apon it succeeding {a getting through. By
far the larger portion of the pupila ars atranded in
the middls of thair carsor, and are thus forced $o
morge fn the huge majority of the illiterate masg.
ges. The extonrion ofelementary education, withouk
s oorresponding attention to the provision of subse-
quent opportunities for education of a charaoter
mora directiy bearing npon the ordinary ooocupa-
tiona of life, oannot in any sense be considered a -
wise policy and this constitutes the most ssricus
problam that the authorities in charge of education
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must prepare themselves to face during the next
fow yoars.

The evils of the situation are already making
their appearance in certain direotions. A number
of schools and classes for training teachers have
been closed at the outset. Secondary schools have
been threatened with a possible reduction of grant-
in-aid. The committee which was appainted in 1921
to draw up a comprahensive scheme of techniesl
and industrial education made its report but there
is pot the least indication of the recommendations
either of the majority or the minority, being atten-
ded to or even given a consideraticn. The Univer-
g8ity of Bombay appointed a committee of their own
to go carefully into the recommendations of the

Sadler Commission snd sebmitted their own report
to Government making definite recommendations
for the improved organisation of secondary and
higher education, This report'has been allowedto
lio unnoticed, apparently for the reason that the
changes it suggests cannot be undertaken in the
present stringent condition of finances. But one
fails to see any reason why such portions of the
recommendations as dealt with the reorganization
of the senate with s view to make it more repre-
sentative in ifs oharacter, should have also failed
to receive attention. The report makes prominent
mention of the appeal which Dr. Mackichan makes
in his report on the Congress of the Universities
of the Empire, to the City of Bombay to “learn to
regard the University not as an institution planted
in the midat of them by Qovernment, but as iz a
peculiar sanse their own" and to suppoert it by an
abundant stream of liberality, Apd yet, we find
neglected one of those means by which the Univer.
gity could be brought into ¢loser relationship withk
thosa whose help and support it seceks fo attract.

When some of the pressing essentials of the
sducational programme have to be set aside, it
goes withont saying that those of a less pressing
oharacter can have but little chance. Thus the
needs of research,—the fopmost rung in the ladder
of education,—must for the present rest content
with ths scant sttention that can be paid to them. It
is true that the Royal Institute of Seience has com-
menced work, but a good deal will havs to be done
before it is raised to a sufficiently high level of
efficiency. Institutionslike the Bhandarkar Ins-
titute require to be even more liberally treated
than they are, while there are others which have
not yet been given the benefit of Government help.
While acknowledging the value of what has been
done, one is conetrained to obssrve that thatis but
a fraction of what is actually required or even of
what is carried out in other places such as Bengal.
The production of sound literature for the general
reader, as woll as the student and the scholar, is
arother activity which has not yet received its
proper share of recognition and help, The report
points out that the output of books is deplorably
small, and that Government have resolved to give
subsidies to authors who are prepared to produce
suitable books in the Vernaocular for the diffusion

of useful knowledge. But in the very pex:i sen-
tence, it observea that scarcity of funds has so far
prevented Qovernment from giving effect to the
project. The eduocation of girls is again another
instance of no advance. In respect of this matter,
indeed, the Department of Education scarcely ap-
pears to have any definite programme of its own,
except in so far as the new enactment on compul-
sory asducation has in contemplation. In the case
of girls as well as the backward communities
especially in villages, positive efforts of 8 more in-
sistent and ocontinuous nature require to be put
forth to popularise the idea of education, Ignorant
parents have got to be approached and taught to
appreciste the benefits of education by orzanising
such sgenocies as the * moving schools ™ in Ameri-
ca, or helping social workers to organise them, It
will not do simply to wait till the apathy of the
masses dies a natural death.

I may suggest, in this conneotion, that suoh
quinguennial reports should contain a brief survey
of edueational conditions, the working of experi-
ment, and the birth and growth of new ideas in &
few of the advanced countries, such as England,
France, Germany, the United States and Japan.
This, I think, is the practice followed in the Re-
ports on Education published in these eountries.
Such a survey, howevsr brief, will be both interest-
ing and instructive. It will serve to fixr our eyes
on the ideal. It wiil show us,by comparison and
contrast, our excellences and short-comings, and
point out lines of improvement. Above all it will
serve to make it clear that in other counfries edu-
cation is regarded as one of the foremost duties of
the State for which no amount of expenditure can
be considered foo large, and it -will both compel
and justify those in charge of education, to raise
their voice sgainst the unnatural state of things
under whioh, out of every rupee of the nationsal
revenus, seventy piesare spent on military services
whiel only eight can be spared for eduocation—a
stateof things,which is the root-cause ofjtbe failure

of educational administration in this country.
V. B. HalK.

THE SANGLI PRAJA PARISHAD.

SPECIAL importance atiaches to the third session
of the Sangli Praja Parishad that was held at
Shirhatti on 9th February and i1st March under
the presidency of Mr. Vinayak Rao Mainkar B. A.
LL. B. Pleader, Sangli. Sangli is the most senior
of the Patwardhan Jagirs in the Southern Mara.
tha Country and its capital is a growing fowna of
commercial and educational importance. The
foundation of its prospesity was laid under its
§rst two rulers—Shrimant Appasaheb and Shri-
mant Tatyssahib Pastwardhan. The period of
administration that followed the death of Shri-
mant ‘Tatyaeshib witnessed unique progress in
every brarch of sdministration, thanks to the zonl
end capacity of Capt. Burke. The present ruler,
$lriment Sit Chintipin Fao, care to tle Gad:
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. dn 1710 and he bas continued the tradition of good

-government that was banded down to him by his
- distisguished predecessors. Then he has dons a
- groat dosl for secondary aod higher education

in lis Stste, Two new English High Schools

cama into existence during his regime, and to the
i ‘Williogdon College he gave a iiberal donation in
. 1919. In the important branch of jaudicial admi-
i pistration he set up an independent Bench so as
€o socure equal justice to all. Hehas, finally, adopt-
«d what might be oalled the * Coungil' form of
govarnmeot in his &tate, The Diwan and three
qither members form the Counoil and the whole
administration ia carried on with the advioe of
the Council,

Ia additiun to these progrossive slements that
exist ia the administration, Shrimant Sir Chinta-
man Bao is known to bs an enlightened and Eym-
pathetic ruier. His State is parcelled out into five
Prants lying in the Satara. Belgaum, Sholapur and
. Dbarwar Distriots. A substantial portion of his
--gubjects speak tha Eanareselanzuage, and all have
-oame under ths full sway of those great pelitical
-movemente and tendenocies that mark the awaken-
{ ing of British India, The Chief Sahib is thus con-
- fronted with politioal problems which are a3 cOm-
‘plex as they are dslicats, and outsiders are watch
ing with more than passing interest the popular

agitation that is going on in the Stats during the
-iast fow years. To judge from the prasidentisl
. address and from the resolutions adopted at the
Lonfarence, the outstanding grievanoce of the
" people seems to be the employment of foreigners
.in Btate service. The peopls want ali important
‘posts to be: held by the aubjests of the State and

their demand is similar to the demand for the
‘Iandienization of the services in British India, and
oan be justified on the grounds of justioe, expedi-
ency and economy. Now that there are many
competent officers who are his subjects, it isto be
hoped that the Chief Sahib will be pleasad to diz-
oontinus the polioy of importivg foreigners to

fill vacanciss as they arise,

The demands of the Conforence whioch are
-speolally interesting are the roform of the Rayad
Sabha ou & demooratio bagis and the admission of
popular representatives in the Counosil. Both these
demands ars the reflox of the political straggle that
is going om ia British Yodia, The rulers of a
-mzf.nbu of Nativs Siates have antloipated popular
aglt:ntion by conceding similar rights to their own
subjects, and it bahovas the Chief 8ahib not to
lag behing them.

The greatast obstacle to the progress of Native
Btates, especially those of moderate gizg, is their
finanoial atringenoy. Not ouly are the revenuss
small, but the possible resources for taxation are
limited; on the other hand, there is nothing to pre-
vent the prince from spending an inoreasing pro-
portion of his revenves to satis{y psrsonal ambition
or luxury. Unlass, therefors, a lina is sharply
drawn betwesn stats-otpsnditure and the private
sxpenditure of the prince, nothing will be achievad

Ii may not be proper to allow thae subjects to in-
tecfere with the prince’s private expenditurs ; but
the time has come when fhey should have an
effective voioe in the management of & portion of
the budget. 7 _

Af the Iast session of the Conference that was
held at Shahapur, resolutions containing similar
demands wera passed and laier on a deputation
was received by the Chief Sahib fo hear personally
the grievances of his subjects. Misleadiog reports
appoared in the newspapera at that time about the
progeedings of the deputation, aud the impression
was spread abroad that the Chief Sahib was not
sympathetic to the demands of his subjects, But
the Conference at Shirhatti should be sufficient to
remove the wrong impression. The presidant, in his
closing remarks, hotly repudiated the puggestion
that the deputation meant to ba discourtsous fo
the Chief Sahib and declared that the feeling of
loyalty and affeotion which the subjects of the
State felt for Shrimant Appasaheb was as strong
now as it was in 1910 when he came fo this Gaur.
It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Chief Sahib
will be pleased to give his beat consideration to the
proceedings of the Conference and take an eatly
apportunity to remove their grievances and satisfy
their politioal aspirations. )

A.B C

THE DELHI SESSION.

{ BY OvUR PARLTIAMENTARY CUCRRESPOWDENT. }
DELRL, 3th Minos 1924,

THE parlismentary week was devoted by both
Chambers to the general disoussion of the
budget for 1924-25. But one is hardly impreased
with that faoct; for there wad not much of the
budgetin whathonourable members addressed them-
solves to. The main topic was osrtainly politioal
and constitational—the present oconstitution of
the Government of the country was bad. It looked
vary muuh like the continaation of the debates
on Mr Rangaohari's resolution on Dominion
government for India. What may be said to be
more relevant to the budget was the universal
complaint that the military expenditure was sz~
osasiva aad that the salt duty should be reduced to
jta former level., Other points relevant to the budget
were fow and far bstwesn. This poverty of budget
discuseion is due to more causes thanone. First
of all, it is a general disoussion. Bat old tradi-
tions dis hard, Individusals attempt tosurvey
tha whole field of administration as the¥ used to
do of yora in the old unreformed counsils. Thia
tendenoy receives soma excuse from the faot that
the pumbar of days available for non-flicial resolu-
tions are not adequate, and members fael tempted
to take advantaga of the range of liberty allowed
on the general discussion to roam far and wide.
But with a party organisation, so well kait as the
Swaraj party is at present, it would have been
possible to entrust cartain membera with the study
of certain departmenta of the budget, and eombine
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division of labour with effective study and eriti-
cism. But that is expeoting too much from the
Swars]j party, at any rate at the present time when
they are out to bring about a change in the con-
stitution rather than study and pass a badget of
s QGovernment they are out to displace, The In-
dependents are much too independsnt to work in
team. Further among the Indian members, know-
ledge of finance is not strorgly representsd.

Even s0, the discussions were not without in-
terest. The opinion is unanimous among the
indiar members that the salt tax should be redue-
ed to Rs. 1-4-0 per maund, come what may. The pro-
apect of the reduction of financial contributions
from certain provinoss would not tempteven those
provinces to give up the “irrevocable financial
“heresy —=as Sir Basil Blackett called the Indian
disinelination to increase the sali tax. Lord Olivier’s
statement in the Lords that the salt faxr was a
“horrible and Iniquitous™ tax which brought about
the Franch Revolution was a bit {oo inconvenient
for the Government of India to be able to ask the
Legislature to give up the heresy. So ths Govern-
meont got Lord Olivier himsalf to drop ard disewn
tho heresy. Sir Basil refused to publish the cable
which (Government sent to Lord Olivier and which
brought such prompt disclaimer. Cnoce again the
power of the local bureaucrats and the impotence,
however, benevolen$, of the Labour Secretary
of State have received deplorable sonfirmation.

Equally unanimous is the opinion among the
Indian members that ths military expenditure is
still too high and no arguments, statisties and pro-
tastations to the contrary would oonvines the Le-
gislature that all possible economy has bsen achie-
voad or that the Government is anxious for-it either.
“Expenditure was depandent on policy’” and Go-
vernment’s policy. based on distrust, could not be
made considerably cheaper. Lord Rawlinson in
a speech, characterised by the sincerity of a sol-
dier and the suavity of the trained poiitican, firmly
rafused to contemplaie any further reduction in the
strength of the fighticg units, which have been re-
duced by as many as 37 thousand men already. He
would, however, attempt economy in other direo-
tione, though he was not confldent of a redustion
of the militery budget to 50 crores. The discus_
sicn brought to light & new and ingeniousexplana-
tion of Col. Guiness’'s statement in the Commons
that rednction in the reserves in India would mean
an eventual further cost heing thrown on "the Bri-
tish Budget. This was understood in India to
mean that a part of the army in India was being
maintained for Impsrial purposes at the cost of the
Indian taxpayer. Mr. Burdon now interprets the
statemeut to mean that His Majesty 's Government
maintained in England a larger .army than they
would otherwise maintain but for ths necessity to
rush to the rescue of India in an emergency. Thus,
the position is reversed. It is the British taxpa-
yeor that is being vietimised to the relisf of the
Indisn taxpayer! But Mr. Jinnah cruelly pricked
she bubble by hurling at the devoted head of the

ingenious Army Seoretary aninconvenient quota-~
tion from Mr. Ramsay Macdonald's book that half
the army in India was for Imparial purposes.

The Assembly received with ironical lsugh-
ter the Commander-in-Chief's refsrence tothe rapid
Indianivation in the Army—Indianisation of the
motor drivers, gunners and artificers and in the
signal services ! Evidently even these places were
shut out to Indians hitherto. We should be thank-
ful sven for such small mercies. Turning to the
Indianisation of commissioned ranks, His Ex-
oellenoy emphasised that the only way for it lay
through education and he gave a bright ploture of
the College in Dahra Dan, the accommodation in ,
whioch was being raised from 70 to 100. Two Milit.
ary Schools are also being started in ths Puanjab,

What wiil be the fate of tha budget next
Monday?. The Nationalist Party has been meeting
almost svery day to confirm thsir decision to
throw ont the budget en Hloc. The faot that the-
deocision needs to be confirmed everyday is rather
suspicious. It is sp open seoret that the dscision
was only by a majority and the mivority includes
several of the most prominent Independents, who-
are bound, by their pladge, to votes with the majo-
rity in the Assembly. It is said that the acite legal
intelligence of some of the Independents is baing
strained to the full to interpret the pledge in such a
way as to leave them a technical openiug for asvape
from the dilemma in which they find themselves. The
Independents fondly hoped that the joint demnand
would receiva a favourable rasponse from Govern-
mant and that there would ba no ocecasion for-
obstruction to be resorted to. All thesams they
were carsful snough so to word the pledge that the
key to the situsation lay effectively in the hands of
the Independents. For it was laid down that
obstruction would be brought into operation only
by a majority of three-fourths. Now the Swara-
jists are about 48 and Independents 28 and 9 of
the latier held the key. At the meeting when
the decision was tasken. it is said that the Swar-
ajists mustered strong while the Indepondents.
did not attend in their full strength. Only 51.
members attended the meeting and the motion
was carried by 40 to 11. Now the former number:
is certainly more than three fourths of
the members present at the moeting bué
not of the total strength of the Nationalist
party. They are now quibbling over whether the
majority to be binding is thres fourtha of the mem-
bers present at a meeting specially invited for the
purpose or of the total strenmgth of the party.
If only the Independenis had mustered sfrong at
the meeting, they would have easily carried the
day instead of having to fall back on quibbling A
for an eseape. But as I said in my last letter, the
Indepents are in a fiz, They cannot say that
Government response is satisfactory. If they ad-
mit that it is unsatisfastory, they are pledged to
obstruction automatically. Some ingenious mem-
bers have invented and advocated discriminate
obstruction ; throw out certain items ia the budget.
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.ond not wholesala! At (he bottom, there is the
fundamental struggle in the minds of the Indepen-
dents : which pays, co-operation or non-co-opsra-
tiop ? ia the British Government responsive fo trou-
ble or persnasion? The Swarajists have made up

- their mind, but not so the Independents. Sir Mal-
coim Hailey and Pandit Motilal were closetad and

it is said that the former Is arranging an interviaw
botween the Pandit and the Viceroy, QGod is on
the eide of big battalions mnd Governments are

-vsually willing to treat with those that command
a majority of the voies of the Assembly.

A LETTER FROM THE PUNJAB,
LARORE., 8th Marob, 1934.

*8ince I wrote my last letter, things hava bssn
-developing fast. A provineial Hindu confsrence
met at Lahore in the third week of February, Under
-the gnidacece of Pandit Madan Moban Malaviya
and with the support of all sectionsa of Hindus it
decided to boycoit municipal eleotions in the
-provines. A sub-committee was aleo appointed to
supervise the movement and otherwise to decide
on any other plan. Immediately oame the muni-
cipal eleotions at Lahore, and it was demonstrat-
ed that this boyeott movement had the sapport of
all wections of people, when all the Hiadu candi-
~dates withdrew their candidaturs. Whether this
will have any effsot in ohsunging the poliey of the
Eduestion Minister remains to bs seen. Baecked
as he now is not only by the masjority of the
Council but by his follow Minister, it is not easy
" to indulge in that bope.
The §ikk situation has rather deteriorated.
“The Jaito fiasco has roused a storm of indignation
-ail over the provinoe, though a vcil of mystery still
sgeme to hang over the affair. The attempts to dis-
ouss the matter in the Legislative Assembly wers
frustrated by the Government'’s adherancs to a too
- tachnical interpretationof therules, The S.G. P. . is
tanned as bafore and it is unfortunate that permis-
slon could not ba given to disouss its proclamation
in the Legisiative Counoil. The affairsin the Khalea
Qollege also seem to have reachad & orisis. The
Principal wants to have almost ecomplete control
over the staff, which naturally the managing com-
mittee, though it is composed of a large number
of quasi-official representatives, is not prepared to
-gonoade. Hitherto the Prineipal has been an [. E. 8.
officer, but itis understood that the GGovernment
deolines to depute any other such officer unless
the powers asked for are granted. Besfore long
the affalr bids to produss much eonfasion.
The local Lagistative Council has been doing
a good deal to justify its communal charactar. - A
resolution wmoved to rosist the officialisation of
-eduosation by shutting out private sutarprise wai
negatived aud there waas the ocurious apestacls of
the president of the Mubammadan educational
-conferenoce apposing this resolution in the Counsil
when he had himealf moved a protest against the
:propossd measurs io the conferencs. Similarly

other matters have been treated., The Finance
Member presonted a deficit budget whioh is large-
1y due to the fact that no attempt has bean made
to effect fundamental sconomies in the provinee.
It remsains to be seen whether the Conneil
swallows tha bait that has been thrown.

The Tilak School of Politics have underinken
the eerious study of the depressed class problsm.
Two moemuers have besan daputed to the United
Provinces while another is to tour the Punjab it-
salf in order to explore diferent avenues for reach-
ing a solution of the problem.
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Tho book exposes the happy-go-lucky system
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis-
tribution and managzment of railway finance. It
demonstrates how, instead of managing the
Rsilways ssa business and conserving and improv-
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NOTICE.

Sealed Tenders are invited by the Agent, North.
Western Railway, Lzhore, for making garments:
and articles in oloth as required in the North--
Western Railway Clothing Factory, Moghalpura,
during the period April 1924 to March 1935, All
material will .be supplied free of charge and a
ceriain number of machines both sewing and button
holding wiil be ioaned free of charge and upkeep
by the Controller of Stores, North-Western Rnilway:,

Tenders which will be available for issue om '
27th February 1924 must be submitted on the pres-
eribed forms obtainable from and on payment of
Rs. 5/~ per copy to the Undersigned, and must
reaoch the Agent's Office not later than 2 P. M. om
Monday the 17th March 1924,

The Agent of the North-Western Rallway re-
serves to himaslf the right to reject any, any part.
of, or all of the Tenders received in answe? to this
Advertisement without assigping any reason for
such rejoction.

Office of the Controller
of Stores Moghalpura
{ Lahors )

Dated x0-2-24. N. W. RAILWAY.
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