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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE grotracted debate on the Indian
demand olossd on Monday last
amid much disappolntment and
exasperation of feeling. The Home Member undid
at one stroke his own remarkable work of patience
and conclliaslon during the Iast two years. With
an answor nearly as non-possumus ae could ba, he
might bave adopted s genial and,pleading tone,
but he chose the manasr of the pugilist and hit
right and left, not omitiing the youngest and least
noleworthy among his opponents.’ The result was
that he had more interruptions by way of personal
sxplanation from offendsd members thay any half

The Qreat Refussl.

a dozen speakers together had during the life time’

of the past Assembly. Doubtless he came through
it all with his credit for adroitness and readiness
greatly enhanoced, but the Assembly broke up in a
fit of 11l temper and ill-wi{l soarcely parasllaled
bitherto, The vots in favour of Pandit Motilal
Nehru's amendment was 76 against 43, two remain.
ing neutral, whioh is as decisive a defeat az could
ba expectad after 8ir Maloolm™s desperate afforis
\‘ detaching the Indapondents {rom the Swarajlsts
and the Muhammadans from the Hindua, It ia
diffioult to imagine how the Labsur Government
cculd bave countenanced this unyielding attitude
of the Government of India and yet the Impree.
sion was produced that such was the oase by the
loog extract which the Home Member read to the
Assembly from an spparently cabled dispatch from
Engiané.

*. L ] L

THE presence of forty ive Swarsj-
jsts acoustomed to discipline and
combined voting has almost given the Assembly s

Welcome sisciptine,

new character,, 1is predecessor could not always “

assert its ascendency over the Executive, because
largely the individual member applied his own mind

to the topics that oame up and generally voted as -,

hie inclination lay, not minding so much whether
he voted for or against the Government, Of-.
course on spedial subjects, where the patna’bw bisa
esme into spontancous piny or wasstimulated by an

outburst of rhetorio, it had no diffienlty in outvoting -
Government. During the last fow days nothing Is
more remarkable than the ease and readiness with

which the majority declares itself. No great diss

play of flusnoy or plying of the pasriotic senti-

ment s now 'necessary, The position of an irres-

‘ponsible Governmant.,, which trusts to oarry on

without a psrmanent majority but counting on the

- support of chance groups of members is no longer

tenable.
majority

Government have now to facs a fixed
which aots with almost mechanieal

preoision and mus? seck a way out of thae dificulty:-

How is this possible without a definite constitn-
tional advance? ' N
» % *

The Councivat State, LEB Oouncil.of State roused itaslf.

to a pitch of self~assertion over the ;-
Reolprocity Bill of Dr. Gour. It was widely believed

that tha motion to- refer it to a selest committes
wae the result of a deaire to hold up tha bill if not

altogether to throw it out., The Ministsr in chargs.

vigorously repudiated any suoh intention and even.
want tothe length of saying that thoughwith a litile
dificulty the Government oould wotk the bill.

| The Council had become seized of the marits of

ths measure and wondered why the (Governmaeni
did not in that oase mocept the bill even if they

were unwilling to make it their own, By agree-,

fog with the Assembly and passing this compara-
tively innocuous measure, the Couacil of Siats

has to some extent checked the tide of unpopusal. .

rity rising againet it
s e Y

The Nizam’s Cinta. ‘IT {8 not usual to publish in the

papara, 8a soon after it was written,
a lattar, of the kind addressed. by H.E H. the .
Nizam in Ootober last to H. E. the Vicsroy regard~

ing the retrccession of Berar. Whether this un-

usual course was prompted by the nature of the .

reply, if one has been recived, we do notknow

*

-
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It shows, however, that the Nizam is beginning to
appreciate the valne of public opinion. We hope he
will cultivate it not only outside his Dominions
but also within, and not oniy for purposes of

propaganda but also for healthy oriticism. He will
do it best by removing the ban which hehas plased

o his State on several vernacular and Indian-
_edited English uewspapers. The Nizam's ples
is that the assignment of Berar in 1853 and ths
perpetual lease of the terrifory in 1902 are both in.
valid, having been obtained by the British by unfair
means, that the assignment of 1853 was obtained
by a military threat and the perpetual lsase of
1902 was agread to by the late Nizam whsan alone
with Lord Curzon 4nd under the influence of
his domineering personality. His Exalied High-
ness goes & step further 4dnd says :
“ Even if my father had willingly agreed to the
settlement of 1902,
to question its wvalidity as bsyond his consti-
tutional powers, for he had no authority, in the
circumstances, to alienate any part of the terri-
tories he held in trust for his people and his
suocessors.” It gladdens one'’s heart to hear the
Nizam desoribs the ruler of a state as a trustes
of the people’s interests with limitations to his
constitutional powers—whether he recognisez all
that in practice or mot. We do not, howaver,
propose to consider the merits of the question.
Evea if we had before us not merely the state-
ment of the plaintiff but all that the other side
had to say, we should hesitate to pronounce judg-
ment. For, the means by which territories were
‘acquired, whether by the British Goveroment or
the Nizam or somse other ruler or nation, cannot
generally stand examination by the canons of
modern oivil courts. What we are most concerned
to point out here is that even if a courtof law
gave its verdiet in favour of the Nizam, the
British Government have no moral right—and
aocording to the dootrine of trusteeship referrod
to above by the Nizam, no legal right—to transfor
the administration of Berar without ascertaining
the wishes of the people. For a Stafe is not
property like an estafe. It existzs for the good
of the people and can exist only with their
consent, whether expressed or implied. How that
consent is obtained depends upon the stage of poli-
tioal svolution whioch the people have reached,
The methods adopted a hundred years -agoc or in a
backward Indian State will not suit the psople of
a British Province to-day.

* * *

The Nizam seems to have recogn,

gjﬂlrfniﬂh‘ﬂﬂ ot ised this and his ‘offer to oconceds
to the people of Berar *on the re-

atoration of the Province, a larger oo-operation in
the administration than at present emjoyed any-
where in British India® is obviously intended to
get their consent for the transfer. For, addressed

to the Vioeroy, the offer could hardly be consider-

I claim to be entitied.

"effects of the drug.

od rolevant or wiss advocacy. It is for the people
of Berar to deocide whether they should welcome
this opportunity of obtaining almost complete
Home Rule, though under the Nizam, or whether
such popular government as they are now enjoy-
ing under the British, with ths prospect of rapid
advance in the near future, should be preferred to
Self-government under the Nizam. Sir Ali Imam, in
canvassing the support of the Press for this frane-
fer, pleads that " if real and genuine autonomy
is sapured $o even a small provinoe in our country
a beginning will have been made of ths ultimate
realization of the goal that inspires all political
groups over the whole of India.” The difficulty is
that one cannot be sure of “* real and genuine auto-
nomy ” under ap sutocratio raler liké the Nizam.
He has so far introduced no representative institu-
tionsinhisown dominions. Unlike the Maharajasof
Travancore and Mysore, ke is very far from gravitat.
ing to the position of a “constitutional monaroh.”
Ho beliaves in active personsal rule, as his firmana
daily snd uncomforiably remind ome. How ecan
the peopls of Berar acoept the Nizam's offer of auto-
pomy to them at its face value when there is no-
thing like liberty of person or speech in Hydera-
bad itself, and when the census raport proclaims a
stoady decrease of literacy during thi¥l Iast twenty
years, owing undoubtediy to the emigration of self-
respacting people ? If the Nizam began administ-
rative reformaforthwith, giving his Hindu subjects
a fair share in the appointments, and brought
up his administration to the level of Mysore in
ton or twolve years, then it will ba time enough
for the people of Berar to consider the Nizam’'s
proposal seriously, or for cutside publioists to plead
with thom on the Nizam's behalf. A! prosent
the question seems to bs a simple one: a bird in
hand or two in the bush ?

»
* » *

THE National Migsionary Council
Propogends and of India having become the National
Christian Council of India, its
organ, the Harvest Field, has now also changed its
title to “National Christian Council Review”, In
jts Fobruary pumber to hand an article by the
editor, the Rev. W. Paton, on “The Opium Traffio
of India : the next step’’, bulks largely. It deals
with the production and consumption of opium in
Indis and its export from India; the international
aotion taken on the opium traffie ; and the position
of India, from the official and from the prohibi-
tionist point of view: and is full of general fact;_
and figures, though silent on the phyxsologwal i
“The next step” apparently is
prompted by an appesl of the China Chrisiian
Council and the International Missionary Counoil
to the National Christian Couneil of India to col-
laborate in bringing about international suppres-
sion of the whole traffic, and consisés in a8 request
for information as to what the truth is about fhe
use of opium in India ; and what the real opinion
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of Indiane {s on the subject. As regards the latter
point, we are inolined to sgree that “there is po
effectlve opinion sgainst the use of oplum ‘in
India™. The reason for this olearly is that there
sre no facts before the publio, but only statements
ooloured by the ypersonal preconceptions of those
that make them. We wholeheartedly agree there-
fora with Mr. Paton in the urgenoy of ascertaining

“ the aciual effects of oplum eating in India.y 1t

Is quits conoeivabla that the use of opium In cer-
tain doses and in certain forms may not be injuri-
ous : much ag is the case with nicotine, aloohol,
caffelne, theo-bromine, arecoline &o. On the other
hand it may be slwaysinjurions. Surely the facts

- - sre scieniifieally sscertainsble : before all things

then is it needful that they should be ascertained

. snd antboritatively zet forth. No right thinking
. Indian but wili support the domand made for

eradicating all the abuse to which opium and its
derivatives is put : the vnfortunate #act remaina
that the very tetm ' abuge ™ bas never bean scien-
tifically defined. and we only bhope that Mr. Paton
.and his friends will succeed in obtaining at last
that golid basis of faet without whioch even the
best-intended superstruture of propaganda must
ultimately collapse.

L ] * »

THE Gokhsle anniversary was cele-

The Gokbals Mall, brated in Poons as usual on the
i9th inst, by the Servants of India

Society and the Decoan Sabha. The latter jocne
vensd a publio meeting, which was largely at-
%ended, Prof. V. B, Naik of the Fergusson College
being the principal epeaker. On that ocoasion the
Beoretary of the Gokhale Hall .Trustees made a
statement about the progress of the Fund, which
weo print In another column. The public of Poona
are very muoh indebfed to H. H. the Aga Khan,
who was an Intimaty friend of Gokhale’s, for hav.
ing headed the subscription list with “a handsome
contribution of Rs, 10,000. Nor can one speak too
highly of Mrs. Dhavale’s donation. We only
truat that their example will be largely followed
and that we skall roon bhave in Poona a fitting
memorial to Gokbele’s unexceHed services to the
country, Even apart from this, the Hall, which
will presumablyba available for public meetings
and funotions, Isa graat desideratum in Poona ; and

"if one is to ludge from the ealls already mads on

the site of the Hall with auch buildings as are on it,
there can be no doubt that the building will become

_ & oentre of progressive movements in the Decoan.
But for this a sum of three quarters of a lakh is

necesaary, which, considering the large number
of friends and admirers whom Gokhale has

"left behind, should be scon forthooming.

* » *

THE KENYA STRUGGLE.

IN socordance with the resolutions passed by the
Hast Afrioan Indian Congress last month, our
pontrymen in Kenya havs refused payment of the
poll tax. This has naturally led to the Qovernment
there taking action against the Indian community, .
But the latter are quiie firm and thoroughly self-
roliant, as Mr. Vaza who hasgona there to acguaint
himeelf first hand with the state of thiags thore,
bore testimony in these columns last week. Ina
prisiz like the present it is of the utmost impor-
tance thatIndian opinion of every shadeshouldgive
unstinted support to our fellow-sountrymen on
the other side of the ocean. Non-payment of taxes
is no doubt an extreme step, but it is a perfectly
constitutional one, It would be relevant ¢o
remind our readers on this oooasion, our fellow
Liberals partionlary, that this opinion was
olearly exprassed by the iate Mr Geokhale
at & great mesting in Allahabad in 1907, It
is not a step to bs lightly taken, nor is it
practioable in every place. But our brothers in
East Afrioa, who alone know whers the shoe
pinches, have given their beat thought to the mastter
and fully realise the oonsequences of their
action. Let us trust their judgment and not offer
arm-chair advice. When the heart of Bengal
was laoerated by the partition of that province,
its peoople launoched a vigorous boyooit of
British goods without consuliing the leaders
of other provinces, and though some of them
wora not in favour of it at the time, they all falt
it their duty to stand by the afilicted peopls of
Bongal- Similarly, during the passive resistance
stroggle in South Africa, the peopls of India gave
unanimous and unstinted support of every kind.
Not only the people but even the Governmeat of
Indis fully realized their duty at the time and
Lord Hardinge unhesitatingly placed himsslf -
at the head of the movement. Therefors lot
thera not be s single Libaral but will resolutely
defend and support the extreme scticn which In-
diane in Kenya have been compelled to take in the
last resori and let this support be expressed in
the cdlearest and most emphatio manner, sc that
it may be made porfectly clear to the world that
India stands solidly by the Indians in Kenys in

" {he action they have taken.

The Government of India should realise that
no question afasting India is more important than
the status of Indiansin Kenya and that tho time
is ooms for Lord Reading to follow the example of
Lord Hardinge and openly defend the action -of
the Kenya Indians. It isvery regrottable that the .
overseas committee, for whioh Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapra fought so valiantly against odde and the
ohanoces of whose suocesa ars rendered muoh bright-
et by the Labour Party coming into office, has
not yst been appointed and ita personnel disclo-
sed, The situation does not broock dsiay; the
commiites sbould be appointed Immediataly.
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It is highly desirable that Sir B. N. Sarmsa
should bead the committee for several reasons.
Firstly, the world at large and the British
Commonwealth in particular, must bs impressed
with the fesling which India attaches to the
subject and it ¢an be best shown by deputing one
of the Members of the Viceroy's Executive Coun.
oil to be at the head of the committee, That will
indicate the -importance attached by the Govern-
ment and the people to the subjest, Secondly, it
is reported that at the last Imperial Conference
Qeneral Smuts twitted Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru thak
ho was not even an ordinary member of the Govern-
ment of India and roefused to treat him on s
footing of equality with the other members of the
Conference. That is indeed a defeot of the consti-
tution under which India is being governed and it
is not Indis's fault. All the same, as Genseral
Smuts made & point of it, the reproach should be
removed to the best of our capaciiy. We Lave
nobody corrasponding to the Premiers in the
Dominions. The nexi best thing is to depute a
Member of the Viceroy's Executive Couneil. There
may be legal difficulties in adopting such a course
but they are not insurmountable. Thers have baen
several instances of Executive Counciliors going
out on deputations. Sir Mahadev Chaubal served
on the last Public Services Commission and re-
turned to the Bombay Ezecutive Couneil. Sir
Muhammad Habibullah of the Madras Couneil is
just now on another Royal Commission. Sir
Charles Innes reprecented India at the Imperial
Economic Conference, thoughit istrue that he left
India on sick leave, Some way must be found, and
it osn be found, to send a Member of the Viceroy's
Counnoil. As forthe person, Sir B. N. Sarma is the
best person for it. Asa non-official Indian politician,
who accepted office, his sympathy for the Indian
case cannot be doubted. Further, he brings to
the subject a knowledgs, obfained in the eocurse
of his official duties which no non-official can elaim
to. He must know mors fully than the public have
been made aware of how bad is the plight of the
Indians, and how wiocked the aotion of the whites.
It would nct be in keeping with the dignity
of the position be holds that he should bs any
other than the Chairman of the committee. His
spoointement as Chairman will'greatly appeal to
tho sentiments of Indians. Thus considered from
every point of view, his headingthe committes
#oems t?' be the best under thes circumatanoas.

CONFIDENCE.

Mr. MACDONALD, meeting the House of Com-
mons on the 12th for the first time as Prime
Minister, announced that the new Govern-
ment was going to pursue ''a polioy of confidence';
send again on the 15th, concludiog an interview
he had granted to Mr. Sanerwin on Anglo-
French rolations, he repeated : * Let us
work with confidence.”” *Confidence”, then, is
to succed " honesty ", as honesty succeded

* tranquillity “. Whence .is thls confidencs to
pring?. As for the large masses of the English
people it exists already. “Old Mao has beon right
before; probably he is right again now ” is the
general attitude of his people towards him, Teo
understand that, one must try and remember how
°n}? 8 fow years ago hiz name was excecrated au
8 Pro-German” and a * Traitor ™ up and down
the langth and breadth of the British Isles. Let
us remember that even his ocwn constituenoy,
which is now as safely his, as Carnarvon Distriot
ever was Mr. Gsorge's, only five yoars ago put him
at the bottom of the poll. And to day that man,.
whosa very name made so many English poople
foam at their mouth, is Prime Minister of the
roalm ; that man is universally assured, though
holdiog only & minority of votes in Parliament,
that no change of Government is desired now,
whatever dialectical sparks may fly in he House,
and as a séal of national approval—more anglico—
tho king sends his eldest son to lunch with that
seif rame man as his host at No. .0 Downing Bt
And remember also, that Mz, MacDonald does not
hold his present position, because people have
short memories: the very opposite is the truth.
After having been gulled for five years of warahd
five years of peace by the men who made both, &
disillusioned peopie has deliberately called for
the outstanding figure amongst those men, who
from the very start stoutly orposed the one apd
the other. “ Old Mac was right then.”

Take another peint. Mr. MaocDonald to day
is Prime Minister, beoause he is the leader of the
Labour Party. Yes—but he also happens tc de
the party’s creator. He was the first Seoretary of
the “ Labour Representation Committee,” {con-
sisting of representatives of the Independent
Labour Party, the Social Democratic Federation,
the Fabian Society and the Trade Unions) which
was formed for the purpose of returning “Labour”
representatives to Parliameat. Remember that
until 1893 the Trade Unlons abhorred politios and
that if thero was one thing which they abhorred
more, it was Socialism. The tradition was for
people, who for industrial purposes ware trade-
unionists,to ba 4£or political purposes Libersls.
Keir Hardie in 1893 founded the Independent
Labour Par'y, so called because its sole aim was
to make the Labour Party independent of the
Liberals, and definitely set out to commit the Trade-
Unions to Socialism. But let us remember that
at that fateful Trade Union Congress the three
L. L. P. delegates who succeeded in persuading the
Congress to adopt a definite Socialist platform, were{‘
led by Mr. MacDonald, And Mr. MacDonald's, te
quote a fine sketch from the Spectafor of January
26st (by Capt. R. Berkeley), “is a tremendous per-
gonality irradiating sincerity, a strong and original
inteileot, above all perhaps an infectious enthusi-
asm, a8 power of infusing into his spsech a compel-
ling quality of conviction.” So¢ Mr. Mac-
Donald won the day, though the provess was
anything but easy : apart’ from the L L. P., the
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Labour Party nntil 1808 on principle atill included
non-Socialists. Sooialism was thought to scars
away adherents and was treated by Trade-
Unilonism accordingly as & purely academio
isaue. Again Mr. MacDspald and his associates
ifn the L L. P. contended that more, not leas,
Soclialism wae neceded. They bad their way in 1918
when the whole party was re-cast to become from
s purely clasa party of manunal labourers a pation-
wide party of all people who wished to ** secure
for the producers by hand or by brain the full
_ fruits of their industry™: and as a result the Labour
vote, which Ybad been 63,000 in 1800 and five
Iakks in 1910, rose in 1918 to0 23 lakhe, and at this
last election to 44 lakks. “Old Mac was right
then. ** . A BEATT <
“Old Mao"™ Inspires this confidence now,
beoause for thirly long years of publie life hs bim-
self has never wavered in the confidence he him-
self placed in his principles. As he said in the
already quoted interview to the Matin, he has ad
ways been * strongly idealistic and has belioved
in the possibility of human progress.” This strong
strain of religicus idealism is now made the prin-
eiple rook of offence by all this bentering
epponents, who from Lord [Cumrzon downwards
seem to imagine that they have quite dismisred
the subject when they have proved it to bs
* idealistic.” Mr. MacDonald, however, happens
to poseess a wider bumanity than any of his oppo-
nenis: he knows poverty from his own sxperisnce,
but be knows esey circumstances too. “No head
«of any government,” gaid Mr, Masterman in the
Manchester Guardian of the 28th wult., * possesses
more first~-hand, atcred-up knowledge of cities ard
men, or & lerger personal acquaintanceship with
the people of wvarlows politics, oreeds and
races.” As &  conerequence, and although
he Is probably the best read Prime Minister of
modern times, Mr. MaoDonald does not deal in those
fanciful abstraotions “Capital,”“Labour” “Fratce,"
“India,” "Unemployment” und all the rest of them,
Tohim the problems usually pigeonholed undersuch
labels sts human problems, guestions affecting
this Bill Smith and that Ssndy McTavish, this
Alexandre Millerand and that Gopalrac Gokhale
.and the millions of their fellows, distingulshed and
undistinguished, wt 0 however are all bumsn beings,
just like you and me. Ho therefore has no wlls for
stratagems and the complicated *formulas ™ be-
loved of diplomacy. Courtecusiy and frankly, hs
deals even with M. Poinoaré as man to man, and
has eonfidence, that, when so spproached, all out-
standing quesiions are naturally soluble. His q;g-
ponents end predecessors are obsessed by the fact
that cbicane rules the world : contemplatirg the
resuitant chaos, Mr, MacDonald refuses to assume
that therefore only more ohicane will reduos it to
order. On the tontrary, he hasevery oonfidence that
obediencs to the laws goveruing the private relationa
of man and man must likewise zerve In his poli-
ical relationships. Only ocbediencs to the'physioal

" woEoveom

laws of nature has enabled man to achisve those
“conquests of nature” of which our machine ageis
go proud?ia it really likely that conguests of a cul~
tural, political and international nature ars pose
eible as long as violencs iz being done to-every
moral prineciple § Mr, MaoDonald is one of those
men who doss not beliava it and his compatriots
anyhow ara quite ready to let him make the ex-
periment,. * Old Mac has been right o often:
why shouldn't he be now?™

Aloof from all sordid motives, indifferent ta.

wealth and birth, with that indefinable atiraction
whioh comes of great sorrow nobly borne, * with
unfline ing intellsotual oourage, and with that
dogged faith in the good senss of mankiad that
usually goes with his rathsr stern type of
idealism * ( to quote Capfs Berkeley again ), Mr,
MacDonald has taken up the rsins of his grast
office, not with elation, but with a sense of the
terrible responsibility entailed, as ho said himself
in the statement issued after the division which
bad sealed Mr. Bildwin's fate. Yet even that res-
posibility eannot quench his oonfidence—a .confis
denoe not in himsslf, as lesser men would have—
vut in that Rightaousness, which alone compsaotetn
the world and can kesp it in its divinely-ordered
course : and out of thiz oconBdence he appeals to
Britsin, to Franeoe, to all mankind, to * work to.
gether with confidencs,”

THE INDIAN ECONOMIC CONFERENCE.
IL _ ' )
OF the questions disoussed at the Conference, the
one that called forth the greatest amount of ele.
quence, and cecasioned not a small degroa of han
( unacoompanied, alasl, by 8 correspondirg
amount of light ) was that of the Currency. In a
lengthy paperon the “Government of India and iis
Currency Policy ” Professors P. A, Wadia and @G,
N. Joshi argaed for the immediate fntroduction of
the Gold Standard. There is, accorling to them

“nnthing 80 tragio in the entire history of British-:

rule in India as the light-heart:d and reckless
manner in whioh. her currenoy syste n has been
meddled with by her foreign rulers since 1893,
They impeach Government on fiva couats {1) Its
policy has been datsrmined by the single idea that
the scle ocbisot of a sound currency iy to securs the
gtability of the exohanga value of the rupes—an

assumnption fundamsenially wrong and mislsading.

Any one who is familiar with tneele nentary prin-
ciples of ourrenoy knows that a sound systen of
currency has to supply certain basio neads; & has
tu sarve as a standard measure of value, a medinu
of exchange, a standard for deferred paymonts, and’
a store of values. The Gold Exchaugs Standard
which was developed by 1899 aimed at securing
only stability of exohange, and complete y iznored
the primary function of a sound monetary system,
viz, atsbility in the purshasing power of ths mone=
tary uait, (2) By introduoing an artificial monetary
unit whose face value was greater thaa its Iatrin-

4
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sic vaiue, Government reduced the savings of the
masses by 40 per cent. (3) The profits of the silver
coinage were kept in England for the ostensible
purpose of stabilising exchange, but in reality to
finance British commerce, and immense sums were
disastrously frittersd away by being loocked ap in
seourities that depreciated. (4) For the last
thirty years the gold that should bave comse o In-
dia in settlemsnt of the international claims has
been artificially prevented from flowing to India
by the Secrstary of State’s sale of Council Bills
over and above his normal requirements, thus
compelling the paople of India to acoept payment
in a depreciated currency. Lastly, (5) the system
has failed miserably to achieve even its professed
object,—the stabilisation of exchange. If therefore
stands oondemnad, and must be replaced by a
genuine gold standard, And the present time is
propitions: the present favourable balanecs, the
present price of silver and the world demand for
India’s food produce and raw materials and the
strength of her various reserves maks up a combi-
nation of forces which will never recur in the
future for raalising the object of a sound monetary
system.

Thera are soma points in this argument which
will be conceded at ones. It is, for instance, a
matter of very just complaint that the Gold Stan-
dard Reserve is kept in England, and financss Bri-.
tich indastry and commerce. Again, it iIs a per-
footly sound enswer which the authors of thse
paper make to those who have evinced a new-born
admiration for the Gold Exchange Standard, and
who are holding it forth for the imitation of
Europe—a frash instance of that light which pro-
verbially comes from the HEast: the anawer, that
is, that the Gold Exchange Standard is only ad-
vocated for Eurcpe as a pis aller, and that every
European country would fain return to the Gold
Standard as soon as possible,

On other points agroement will not be so
general. It is true that the closing of the mints
in 1893 was prompted primarily by the finaneial
diffioulties of Government, and that the objectaimead
at was stability of exchange ; but does it foliow
from this that stability of the internal price.level
was sacrified to stability of exchange? Would the
internal price—level have been mors stable if the
mints had not been olosed in 1893, and India con-
tinned to have a Silver standard 7 There were
men who helieved in 1883, there are men who be-
liove evers to-day, that this would have been the
wisest policy ; that of the two precious meials
silver has, through -the centuries, bsen tha more
stable ; and that the fall in the gold price of silver
aftor 1874 was due, not to the depreciation of sil-
vor, but to the appreciation of gold. Our authors,
however, are not among those. They ara believers
in gold. They think that the wisest course to fol-
low aftor 1893 was the adoption of a Gold Standard,
But { speaking only of the period 1900-1%14, during
which the Gold Exchange Stiandard was effestive-
iy maintsined ), it Is difficult to ses how this would

havs made any difference at sll to the prics-level,
for the silver rupee was during this period just a
gold coin weighing 7-5 grains. In short, though
acting primarily swith a view to stability of ex-
change, Government cannot be charged with hav-
ing sacrificed atability of the internal price lavel
to stability of exchange; for in truth these two
cannot be kept apart : they are'intimately conneot-
ed with each other.

It is often thought that Government had it in
their power to inflate the ourrenoy by the sale of
too many Council Bills, and that thisled t3 a rise
in the internal price-levsl. This is also the mean-
ing of the charge, which ths authors of the paper
make more than onoa, that for the last thirty years
(Governmen$ have boen defrauding Iadia of her
just share ofgold. '‘ From yaar to year India pos-
sesses a favourable balance;......India can insist
on being paid in gold under power of self-determi-
nation,”—if she ware not defrauded of this by her
Government. Bat if the currency .were inflated,
this would inevitably result in s lowering of ex-
change and Governmsnt could not maintaia the
lattor at 13. 4 d. exeept by raducing the superflacus
surrency. The position of India in this respect
would not be differant from that of any ocountry
which had temporarily received oo large a volume
of the precious metals, Again, if India is a oredi-
tor country, (Prof. Hamilton indeed denied this in
the course of the discussion), what can pravent
her from importing gold ? The gold could be in-
tercaptad by the Secratary of State, and it could go
to the Goid Standard Reserve,only wheathe Indian
into exporter preferred to be paid ia fhe internal
eurrency to being paid in gold, the only gold, thers-
fore, of which India can properly be said to have
been dsfrauded isthe gold in the Gold Standard
Reserve, and this, it has already been said, has
long been justly a matter of complaint.

One cannot agroee, either, with the authors of the
paper when they say that the olosing of the minta
in, 1893, aand the artificial maintenance of the
rupea at ls. 4d., amounted to * reduciug at a
stroke the savings of the masses by 407" If the
gavings were in rupees, people gained, not lost, by
the appreciation of the rupee ; if in bullion, they
did not lose by that appreciation, except to the
slight extent to which silver must have further
depreciated on account of the closing of the minta,
The true charge against Goverament’s action is,
not that it reduced the savings of the masses, but
that it was, however disguised, an all-round in-
crease of taxation.

Lastly, what about the future ? Few would
deny that the introduotlon of a guld standard isa
“ sonsummation devoutly to bs wished.” Sir
Basil Blackeit said in his Bombay speech fhat
this is also the goal before Government. If so, ia
not the present time propitious, as Professors
Wadis and Joshi urge ? True, thera are difficul-
ties ; there are in the country some 300 ororesof
rupees, and some 189 crores of notes, which will
demand conversion intoc gold, But our trade
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balance is favourable, and our reserves strong’
The idea of the [ntroduction of a gold standard,
does pot, therefors, ssem impracticable. It would
mean some deflation, and consequently depression
of trads, but the country must be prepared to pay
thie price If it wants the inestimable blessing of a
-sound ourrenoy.
R. P. PATWARDHAN,

THE DELHI SESSION.

{ FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORBESPONDERT. }
DELEL 1678 FEB. 1924,

TEE absorbing topio of political India continues éo
‘ba the question of constitutional advanse, Almost
<very day there are meetings held, which are, how-
ever, oconfined to the elacted maembers of the
Assembly ; its nominated members and the mem-
bors of the Council of State being exoluded. Besidaes
the private deliberations of the Nationalist party,
there are the open debates in the Asssmbly which
have aiready taken two days and will take at
least one day more, I, #., {next ‘Monday. Therae is
further the National Conferenos promoted by Mrs.
Besant, whioh is expeoted to meet next wesk., Mr,
Hugq, the Bengal Minister, has also invited a meeot-
ing of tha Ministers to consider the political situa-
‘4ion, The Governors of Assam and the Central
Provinpces are here in Dalbl. The new Secrotary
-of Stats is expected to make o statement about
- Indla in Parliament next Tuesday., The political

future of India ia certainly not suffering negleot,
The debate on the National Demand which
was resumed on Wodnesday last was conducted in
a tone different from that of the day previcus. In
-the place of .oalm, businesslike but determined
speeches of the 8th, the apesches of the non-official
Indiane were passionate, rhetorioal, declamatory
buat sometimes rising to real eloguence as in
the oese of Mr. Chamanlal, who captivated the
house by his manner, though not by his matter. If
‘8ir Purshottamdas and Pandit Malaviya heated up
the atmosphere, Mr. Patel ushered in the tempest.
He threw overboard all the restraint, compromise
and suavity of his ohisf and thundered abundsnt-
ly. Most of the spesches of the Independents ware
‘& vigorous denunciation of British poliey in
India, and the consequent need for Swaraj, Mr.
Patel's speech will be a sore temptation for the
-Home Msmber to drop his persuasive and friendly
tone of Friday last and adopt a militant and re-
taliatory tone with disastrous consequences, of
which Mr. Patel had a taste when the Homs Mem-
- ber quoted from the Bombay Chronicle & speoch In
which he was reported to have wished o uproot the
British administration, while he was assertiog in
the Assembiy that he certainly dependud on the
British troopa in India against trouble on the fron-
' tierm. It wasleft to Pandit Motilal $o restore in
some measure apeaceful atmosphers. He refused to
-dive into past history, recent or remote. He was con-
-osrned with the present gonstitution, which left the
*‘Executive suprems, and that it mnst bs ended by

«

w

self-determination of India. The Nationaliss hass
mony was rudely disturbed by discordant wnotes
from three nominated mambers, who opposed the
resolution on communual grounds.

Persistent rumours of cables from England
abont a Royal Commission have ereated a problem
for the Nationalist pariy, which may test its unity.
Three schools are contending for preference among
the Indian politicians, one advoeating s royal com=
mission, another a round table confersnce and the
third the National Convention. Tae Swarajists
seem %o prefer a round table oonference, bacause it
conforms o the principle of self-determination,
and at the samse tims gives a place to Government
jn it. The National Convention conforms to
salf-datermination, but does not find place for Gow=
ernment. The royal commission violates gelf-deter-’
mination. The Independests would acespt with
a good grace s royal commiseion, which will do
the work in 8 more businesslike manner and be
mora acceptabla to Parliament, and if propsr evi-
denose is led befora it, give us almost all that we
want. They are willing to forego the flattering
unotion of self-determiuation, providsd they get
what they want. But those that advooate the Na-
ticnal Donvention and a round tabla coafersnsce
put as much stress on the moethod as on the re-

sults. :

Dnder such circumstances, it is surprising
how Me. Nehru's amendmant left the pexsonnel of
b r>:iltasle exanfarance ¢> Government. How
do nominations to & royal commiesion made by
tha Seorptary of State take away ffom self-doter~
mination, while nominations by the Govarnment
of India to s round table conferance do not 7 It is
answered by some Swarajists that they trust the
Government to make good and really representa-
iva nayminationy. Iven the most conservative of
Liberals have repeatedly complained that what a
generous Parliament gava, a bureaunocratis Govern-
msent in India took away. But for Swarajists to
put theie faith in a “satanis” Governmsnt to make
right nominations, is something very surprising
nised, Bat this is one mora instaass of the ano.
malies and compromises of the situation.

Some Swarajists, who are keen ou s round
sable conference, would in case the Gavernment
refuses such a conferance, fall back on the Na-
stonal Convention and prapave & scheme of Swaraj
on their own hook, without the assistance of Go-
vernment, while adopting obstraction in the Asgam.
bly. Hopes ate eatertained that when ones a
royal commission is announced, the Independents
will bring round the Swarajists to acoept it

Significanoce is attached to tha repeated ad-
iournmenta of tha debates on tha Natioual Domand,
1t is said by soms that Government welcomed tha
gain in time to communiocate with the Secretary of
State with a view fo liberalise their offer ; whila
others attribute a sinister motive to the Governe
ment that if only they let the politiclans talk
sufficiently long, fissiparous tendencies wounld
assert themselves and break up the uanicty of
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the different parties, intereats, and communities,
which bave combined together more -in a fit of
frenzy than in solid understanding.. Perhaps there
is some truth in both. Col. Gidney and Moulvi
Abdul Eassim have arrived and made speeches
in the Assembly cprosizg the resclution. The
Raja Seheb of Mubsmmeadabad is also here, it
is supposed, to advise the Muhammadans. Some
Mubammedans seem to ipsiet that a Hindu-
‘Muslim pact must precede a united demand for
futher advance and Mr. Jinpah's influence may not
prove strong encugh to curb this enterprise,™ '

Ccmpromise is essential in practical politics
and everydny cne comes across instances of it here,
A resolution actually congratulafing the Lsbour
Government on their accession to offce was
supported not ounly by the Independents but also
by the Swarajists, in the percons of Pandit Motilal
Nebru, and Pandit Ma laviya is ectively canvassing
support from them for a deputation to Ergland.
This welcome change is due partly to the peed
for unity between the Independents and the
Swarajists. The result, if not the cause, of the
spirit cf eweet reasonableness on the part of the
Swarajists is that it puts Government in the wrong
if it refuses 8 generous response.

The ease and certainty with which the Geo-
vernment is defeated when the Swarajists make up
their mind, is characteristic of the present Assems-
bly. It is impoesible now for the Government
to depend on fhanca combinationa of groups and
individuals to carry their point. It must ba very
depressing to the Government to suffer defeat
after defest, irrespective of the merits of the case
and it would be more than human, to expect its
members, who -after all are human, to work with
enthusiasm under such circumstances of refined
oruelty.

Mr. Ramachamdrae Rac’s resolution that
imprrtant conirects entered into by the Govern-
ment with companies for the working of rail-
wass end mails by sen ete. was carried against
the Government, as also Mr. Jinnahb’s resolution
about Stores’ Purchare as amended by My Wil
son. So slso the resoluticn sbout facilities on
1ailweays. But'in all these cases the Government's
positicn was weak and the Swarsjist leader can-
not be fairly accused of blindly moving his steam-
roller,

" 8ir Maleolm Hailey deserves the thenks of
social reformers for the various bills bhe is afteral]
iptreducing with & view {o brirging the age of con-
sent frum 16 to18in the general law of the country.
It is rumoured that the selcot committes has
rerorted {avourably regarding tbe raising of age
in the mratter of punishing the seller and purchaser
and procurer of minors for immoral purposes,
whila deletirg the section referring to kidnapping
for the present. As the law stands, motive has no
place in Bec. 361 which refers to kidnapping. A
cherge here will take away tho liberty of a girl
under 18 to contract even a marrisge, if she is

unzble to obtain the consent of her legal guardian.

This allegedly is opposed to Muhammadsan law and

also prevents & progressive Hindu widow with a

reactionary gusardian from marrying again until

she i8 18! On the other hand it is admitted thag
thers seema [to be a nefarious trade in oertain
parts of Northern India for kidnapping girlis and>
selling them in marriage in distant parts.

The Council of State deserves some notice
this week. It has passed the Reeciprocity bill
which was passed in the last session of the
Assembly at the instance of Dr, QGour. It was
feared that Government might oppose it as in the
Asgsembly or find means to shelve it, but actually
remained neufral. A vigorous spsech form Mr.
Sastri decided the issue for the House and tha bill
was carried.

It is not often that Art finds a plsoce in the
dabates of the Legislatures. The Council of State-
discussed Mr. Phevoze Sethna's resolution that
the mural paintings in the Government House in
the Now Capital should be entrusted to Indian
artists, preferably the students of the Bombay
Schools of Art, Incidentslly it was mentioned
that Sir Edward Lutyens was opposed io Indian
painting. It is to be hoped that when the work is
actually'taken in hand, artists from =all overIndia,
particulariy the leaders of the Bengal Schoel of
FPainting, will be consulted.

A LETTER FROM LONDON,

{Frox Oog OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
Loupoy, JaN. 31st 1924,

Mp. THOMAS has oome very nearly to making s
capital blunder at the very b:ginuinz of his oficial
oareer. We ail appraciate him as an iadustrial
leader of greatability and foresight, and we are glad
that he did not lead his union iato jeining the
great railway strike that has just been ended by a-
oompromise that could easily have bren arranged:
without any strike at ail. He is a skilled negotia-
tor and easily one of the foremost of the trades.
union leaders. But as a Minister hs has still his
spurs to earn. He told an andienca this week that
when he went over to the Colunial Office to take
charge, and explained to the accosting guardian
of the official portals that he was tie new Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, that sceptical sub-

‘ordinate, turning in pitv to 8 colleague of similar

rank standipg nearby, remarked: "Ere's another
of them blokes suffering from shell-shock.™ Now
Mz, Thomass is not suffering from =hell-shock, busZ
ke is not at all well-informed of the principal mat-
ters to be dealt with by his departmeut or of the
party commitments in regard to those mattors.
For instance, on Tuesday he met & group of jour-
nalists representing {:we are told ), the Dominions.
and Indian press { though, so fur as I am aware,
not a single representaiive of the Indiam owned
and edited press was invited ), sud talked to them

- about his policy at tke Colonial Office. In answer

to & quesiion fabout the Eenys Indian problem,
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Mr. Thomas assured his hesrers that he wass con
vinoed that the dootrine of native trusteeship
should be maintalned, and added that he proposed
to follow bis pradecessor’'s Whita Paper policy, as
&% present advised. In the form in which thie
statement appeared In the press yesterday, it was
¢lear that rome grave misapprehensica wounld un-
doubtedly be created in India, unless it was modi-
filed and conditioned in many Important respects,
and I Jearn that Mr. Polak, on behalf of the In-
dians Overseas Association, made immediate res
presentations in that sense to the India and Colo-
nisl Offices and to the Prizne  Minister, reminding
them that there was a definite pledge of revision
by the Labour Party, made only six months ago by
Col. Wedgwood at the diract instance of Mr, Ram-
#ay MacDonald, and that the Colonial Office are
under obligation, in terms of the Imperial Confer-
ence decision, to receive the representatiors of the
Committes to be appointed by the Government of
India, Ihave reasoq to bolieve that Mr. Thomas's
real purpose was to make it olear that, in his opi-
nion, native Interests must prevail, and that he did
not intend to commit himaelf o the White Paper
policy as regards the controversy between the
Indian and white communities in Kenoya. The Ss-
cretary of State for India s, I have reason toknow,
alive to the dangers of any comwitments by the
Labour Qovernment in the sense of the White
Paper decisions, I am informed that the late Gov-
ernment, befors leaving office, had definitely turne
ed down the Kenya Immigration Bill. I under.
stand that the Seoretary of State for India had
throvghout taken the view that no Immigration
Bill is required in view of the stationary character
of the Indian population. Tt is to be hoped that
one of the first actions of the new regime will be to
postpone giving effeot to the new franchise law, in
order to reinvestigate the whole question of & com-
@unal franchise, which tke Keny'a Indians have
properly refused to acoept,

Now that more t{ime has passed enabling a
better knowledge of the new Beorstary of State for
India to be obtained, I learn from those who are
in & position to judge that he is most highly
thought of 28 & man of strength and exoeilent
mental equipment. He had & very kigh reputa.
tion, s a man, an administrator and a practieal
social worker, during his Wast Indian days. Thers
it was that he formed a good opinion of the soono-
mio and soolal value ofthe Indian immigrant,
snd he is the last man to be stampeded with the
‘argument that the advent or the stay of tha Indian
In Kenya is a natursl economic menacs to the
African negro. I am strongly of opinicn that the
pew Ministry should be given, not only the
chance to whbich, as 8 matter of sommon fairplay,
they are entitled, but that they ahould be ene
couraged to fcllow the path of progress and that
they should be armed with the waapons that will
svable them to put to rout the reactionariss. It
would be just as foolish for the impatient idealists
on your side to foroe t}:air hands, inevitably in the

»

wrong direction, as for the reactionaries on your
side, as the Libaral papers warn us, to attempt. to

drsg us into hostilities on the north-west frontier

and endanger our relaticns with ,Afghanistan. I
is certain that the Councils cannot be wrecked.

If they could be, then the Government would go

on neveriheless, and reaction in India. wounld un-

doubtadly, in the eircumstances, have the support

of all parties here, The British left wing would

not seriously count. On the other hand, it would

snormously encourags the friendsof Indian reform.
and conatitutional progress if the new Councils

wore worked for all they ars worth. Thore araa.
lot of genuine friends of India. They osccasional-

1y go wrong, -and sometimes egregiounsly wrong,

and then they are genuinaly oontrite. Their oo

easional vagaries could quite easily have boen pre-

vented or at any rate modified, had there been the

necessary weli-equippad London organization for

which we have clamoured for so long. But it is

useless to think that any effective work can be

done hera sither by immature politicians, or by

ill-informsad and ill-mannered agents, or by yells,

gshouts. and thrests, or by going to the people who

can do littla but obstruot. It iz your best repre.

gpntatives, of whatever party, preferably those

who havesome knowledga of tha psychology of

the Britisher, that alone can do the work that so

badly needs doing, and in the right =spirit. It is

useless telling the Britisher that you suspect his

every aotion aud motive, and then ask him to be-

have like a gentleman. He will refort that what.

evor he does will not convinoe you that he is one,

If, on the other hand, it Is made clear fto him
that the best is expected of him, that India wishos-
once again to hold him in the higheat repect, that

his good faith is the greatest asset towards the ze-

establishment of mutual confidence, he will cer-

tainly respond, and past decisions will not be. al-

lowad to stand in the way of what commonssass

demanda.

Mr, Hope Simpson's address, the other day,
at the National Liberal Club, is just the sork
of reasoned argumeat that appeals to thinkiag
men hers, Indian aspirations cannot be expscted
to weigh nearly so strongly with an-Englishmanas
the conviction that change is necessary ia the in-
terests of good and efficient government. Having
brough$ homa this conviction to him, it will be
easy to appaal to hia sentiment, for he alwaya likes
to have a good moral reason for covering up sp-
parent inoonsistencies. I would therefore serions.
1y appeal for a reconsideration of the tactics tha®
bave found favour in many quarters in Iodia of -
Iate, and urge upon the politioal leadars the dezin
sbility of dropping genaralisations broadoasted at
a distanoe, of which few peopla take any notics,
and rather adopt the older and batier tried methed
of personal argument snd discuazion on the spok
I oannot think of a better time than the present,

"before opinion in governing circles has set and

orystallised, to come faoe to face with the British
leaders and talk over the immediate needs .of the -
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Indian situation. Of this, T think, you may be prac-
tieally certain. Congress rsgolutions will ocarry
little weight here. It is in the Assembly that the
voice of India will be listened to. If merely
obstructionist tactics are persisted in, they will
simply disgust and oarry just the opposite convic-
tion to that whioh the obstructionists are sseking.
On the other hand, a Government that sets the
utmost store by constitutional methods and that
has schieved office itself by the adoption of those
vory methods in the face of much temptation to
try a short cut, is bound to listen sttentively to
the demand put forward through the usual con-
stitutional channels for further oconstitutional ad-
vance in India. T ¢an give the most positive as-
suranoe that some of India’'s best friends in the
Cabinet will urge that only the authentic voise of
India in the Asssembly dese:vgs gonsideration at
the hands of the Labour Govegpment. It is quite
useless to sassert and reassert that wa ought to
know all India’s grievances and if we don't, so
much the worse for us. Those grievances ought
to be brought hodie, in season snd out of sesson to
us, and fo those who, in turn, represent us from
time to time in Downing Strest and Whitehall, in
the only way that British constitutionalists re-
cognise, Silenoe and sulking, abuse and neglect

of opportunity, will achieve no positive resulis.

But they will sscure very unfortunate and undesi-
rable negative ones.

The telogzam from Bombay, to the effect that
Mr, MacDonald has sent a message tc India, in
the courss of which he is stated to have said that
“he refuses to be cowed by threats of force or poli-
cies designed to bring the Government to a stand-
atill”, is not readily understood here, for no such
message has appeared in the English press. Whe-
ther he delivered such a message or no$, it is oer-
tain thatno British Premiercould possibly say less,
and if be has sont such a message, Mr. MacDonald
oan rely upon the support of all parties in the sen-
timents thus expressed. Nothing could be more
foolish, from the point of view of Indian constitu-
tional reform than to antagoniss the Lsbour Party
and make it impossible for the Liberals to support
whatever measure of reform the Labour Govern-
ment may be oontemplating, and of which they
have so far given no indication.

In the /light of the arguments coming from
South Africa and elsewhers in the Dominions on the
subject of the effect upon sconomic and sosiclogi-

. cal conditicns consequent upon Asiatic immigra-
tien—lhaveeven heard some of the very arguments
used by & distinguished Bengali with raference to
the inoursions into Caloutta of the Marawari com-
munity—the following remarkable revelstions

concerning sociological changes in theindustrial |

areas of Sootland made by the Rev. Dr. Cameron,
in & press interview following on a lecture last
night at the Essex Hall, on * The Racs problem in

Sootland”, are of speeial interest. Hb said that the.

annual rate of non-British immigration into Scot-
Jand was inoreasing so rapidly that in & measura.

ble period of time the coantry would be an alien
land in sympathy with the Repubfioaaiazn of Ire-
land. “So serious is the situstion,”’ he pointed
out, “that the two most powsrful bodies in Soot~:
land, the Church of Sootland and the United Free
Chursh, have nnanimously decided to urge upon
the Government to ‘inquireinto the situation, with
a view to the preservation and protection of Scot~
tish nationality and civilisation,” A memorsndum
has been prepared for presentation to the Prime
Minister, and he will be asked to receive a deputa-
tion. “To—-day,” continued Dr. Cameron, “thers ars
spproximately 650,000 Irish people in the indust-
rial belt stretching from Greenock to Dundee, but
chiefly on the Clyde. The trouble is that where-
vor the IriZh go they creata slums, In Sootland
the non-British races are inferior psople. Statis-
tios show that sinoe 1920, approximatsly 350 per
csnt of the persons convicted in Scotland were Irish;
in 1922, 44 per cent. of the patients in the Royal
Infirmary, Glasgow, were Iriah. Euglishmen,” he
concluded, “must now face the plainquestion: Are
you going to tifrn adrift from their land one of the
most efficient races of the Empire ¥ If not, some-~
thing must be done to regulate the immigration
into Scotland of non-British peoplea.”

Now this is not at all as easy a= it locks. The-
“non-British” peoples to whom Dr. Cameron refers,
are actually white British subjaois, It will be a
novel thing in British political experience for the
people ofthis country to be asked to limit the.enfsry
into any part of Great Britain of white Britxs?ers.
1t is not as though such immigration comes direot
from the Irish Free State. It may come via Nor-
thern Ireland, and that is still constitutionslly a.
part of the Britain directly governed by the British.
Parliament, )

Whilst the suggestion may ocoms with great
force to Mr. Ramsay MaoDonald, in his oapaocity
of a sén of Seotland, I am not so ocertain how it
will appeal to himin his'capacity as Laboar leader
and head of a Labour Government, We have
hitherto regarded Clydeside and the other Labonr
strongholds in Seotland, upon which Mr Maoc-
Donald must largely depend for his support, as be-
ing pre-aminently Scottish, especially when iudgefl.
from the Doric accents of Mr. Kirkwood and his
friends in argument or defiance aoross the ﬂo?r of
the house. But Dr. Camsron’s remarks indieate
that the Scottish Liabour vote is very largely, tn_d,
perhaps predominantly, Irish, in fact, and this

.shows yet one mors of the dire consequences of the

polioy of privilege and repreasion pursued by suec-
cessive Tory Governments in Ireland, We hg?e
not yet come to the ead of the long and gy

atory.

THE GOKHALE HALL, POONA.

The Trustees desire totake this opportunity for making -
a statement as to ths progress so far made with the mcheme
of the Gokhals Hall, Poons. whick was formally insagurated
this day two years sgo. During the tims that has since
olapsed, promises of svpport- smcunticg to atcus Rbs, 60,000
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ware seoured, out of whioh nearly Ra. 41,000 have already
besn solleoted.

. It will be remembered shat oo a similar ooonsion last year,
a1 anncunosmsnt was made tothe effact that the whaole of the
premises now in the ocoupaticn of the Dsccan Babhs had
from that day bolocged to the Trustees, This, ik is needleas
#o poins out, meant that the loan of Rs. 80,000 from the
Poons Bank together with the interest charges thereon whioh
<sme to abons Re. 1500, takea for the purposs of purchasing the
valoable gite for'the proposed Hall. had bsen duly repaid. An
sdditional sum of Rs, 1000 was requirad for mesting expenses
oonnsciad with the sals deed, teavelling, conveyanoe, printing
stationery and the lke. The amouat &t pras:nt in “the
Bank 3o the aredit: of the Hall is nearly Rs. $00D,

The Trustees sannot silow this cocasion to pass without
_ offering thefr grataful thanks to His Highness the Aga Ehan
for his promtsed handsome donation of Ra. 10,000 towards the
funds of the Hall. They also desire to exprees their zenss of
-appreoiation of the ganercus comiribution of Re. 5000 made by
Mry. Ansndibei Dhavale ( Mr. Gokhale’s daughter} for the
-eeme purposs. These contributions together with the money
1b the Bank form a valuable nucleus of tha bailding fand of the
Hzll and the T'rustess hope to bs shortiy in-a positidn to have
$he coremony of layiog the foundation atons of the proposed
building. ’
Tha site for the Hall having been secured, it is estimatsd
that the building alone will cost nearly thres—quartersof a
-iskh ; and the Trastess appsa! o the gonorous and sharitably
disposed public to co-opetate with them in giviog Poona bafaore
vary loag 8 Hall worthy of the gesat name after ‘whiah it will
~be oslled sod of the historic city in which it will be lacated.

D. V. AMBERAR,
Baozetary to the Trustees.
Fobruary, 19. 1624,
Deocoan Sabha Rooms,
-1013, Sadashiv Peth, Poona City,

CORRESPONDENCE,

B3GUS DEGREES, -
TO THR EOITOR THE SERVANT OF INDIA

The smbition of young University studonts to get higher
degresasuch as Ph. D., D, Lit. or M. D. fg really praisoworshy-
.In all foreign snd ever in Indian Univaraitiss of rapute resi-
-dential and other necessary qualifsations ars raquired on the
part of oandidates for such degrees, These requirements ars
slackened only in the case of lsnrned persons of asiablished
slitsrary and solentific fame suoh as De. Boze, Dr. Tagore, eto,
To aocquira shese degrees from foreign ocountries auch as
Amerios, Franos and Germany through post by'wlng & cerialn
-smount of fess is reslly lowsring the atandard of higher sduca.
tion iz this country. Especlally i it deograding snd
-denationalising for cur edunoated men to aspire 1o get such
~degress in Sanskrelt Literature and Sanskrit FPhilosophy From
countries like America where no Sanskritists of fame are
living pow. For the Isst five or six years ons Orienial
University of Washington, U. B. A, i» making a flourishing
business of selling Fh.D. degress to sduoated Indisns who
-84 desirous of having such degress after shelr names. Ag far
28 I know many gentlsmen of reputs and even Oollege
Professors and one Shanksracharya have up tikk now obtained
: wush degress from Americn from the said Unlversity.

These gantlomen havs rathar rafsed the status of this de.
gres than gettingthelr own aratos raissd in any way by taking
she Ph. D. degeae of she Grientisl Univsrnity of Washington.,
In oonnection with this Unlvsmsity the Americas Oollegn
Bulleiin for December 1923 states that & fraud order hap been

:1ssued against it by the Post Master Gereral of Nsw York.
Hanays that shia In a scheme for obisining moaey through
the maila by mesns of false and fravdulent pretsnoss and

;promises. It is of sourse no fault of these gentiemon thas
vhey ware decaived by such & Bogus Univarsity.

I greatly desire that oor young students should aspirs for
real degreas earned in India or Europs by cheer merit and so-
lid work. 8pme Universities in India have instituted snok
dogrees and those who arscharmed by the glare of the Ph. D.
should o 'in for it by folfilling the conditions!hers. The
yublic also should snderatand their reaponsibvility and refume
to resognise bigh-sounding dsgrees obtained by .mere
gorrespondsnces from onknowa foreign Universities. I
great foreign Universities give thess degress as a mark of re-
spect then the question is guite 'different. Those who
hava got degross now from the Oriental Univsrsity should ree
aounce them publicly and seta good example to ocur young
men.

G. M. CHIPLUNKER, M. A.

Poona City.

Indian States Act, 1922.

{ Protection of Princea Against Disaffection Aot}
Demi 8 vo., pp. 450, Paper caver

Thias pamphlst is published under the autho-
rity of the Daxini Sansthan Hitvardhak Sabha. If
contains & full report of the debate in the Legis-
Iative Assombly at the time of the intrcduction of
the Bill, in the Council of State at ifs passing and
in the House of Commons on the motion of Col.
Wedgwood, M. P. It contains all the published
Government papers pertaining this guestion ; the
avidenoe given on this subject by witnesses before
he Press Laws Committee; the pstitions presentad
to Parliament on behalf of the Daxini Bansthan
Hitvardhak Sabha, Kathiawar Hitvardhak Sabha
nd the Progressive Aseociation. of Bombay. The
articles of Messrs. N. OC. Kelkar, Mansukhalal
Motha and G. B. Abhyankar dealing with this
question are fully reproduced. Press opinions from
about 25 leading paperas are given ina ssparate
Appendix, Intheintroduotionthe Government case
has been fully examined and the unsoundnessof ita
arguments exposed. Price Rupees two, Posfage
Extra. )

‘All thosa who are interested in Indian Staies
should poasess g copy. d

Capies caz be had from «—

The Manager, Aryabhushan Press, .
Budhawar Peth, PooNa CITY.

HINDU LAW.
{3rd Edition )
BY AN

J. R. GHARPURE, Esq., . A., Li.. 8., {Hons.)
‘ High Court Vakil, Bombay. )

Price Rupees Ten, Postage Extra,
Copies oan be had at =—

" THE Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.

FOB terma of Advertisement, please apply
to the Manager, SERVANT OF INDIA,

Kibs Wada, Baudhwar Psth, POONA CITY,
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JUST 0UT! JUST OUT !I

THE HIDDEN. SIDE OF THINGS

CHARLES W, LEADBEATER
Occultism studies the whole of nature, instead
of only a small part investigated by
Modern Science.
“A Storehouse .of Knowledge on all Occult
Matters, ”
: —3Sir A. Conan Doyle.
IN FIVE SECTIONS OF 25 CHAFPTERS
Third Edition ; beautifully got up, within an
Index. Pages,648.
Cloth Rs, & Boards Rs. 5
The Theosophical Publishing House,
Adyar, Madras,
INDIAN BOOK SHOP
George Town, Madras.

.~ THE
Indian Administration,

FIFTH EDITION
BY
Prof, ¥. G, EALE, M. A.

Professor, Pergusson College, Poona,

Member, Tariff Board,

This, the Fifth Edition, is thoroughly revised and brought
frp-to-date. In preparing this Edition, the Author has re-
arranged and expanded his eXposition of the eonstitutional
and administrative changes, inaugurated by the Reforms Aot
of 1039.' The developments in the Indian Government, have
been dealt with chronologically and logically and an efforés ha
boen made to bring out prominently, the peouliarities of the
B8W organisation and to give au ingight into the working of
the: Central, Provincial and Looal Administration. As the
soonomio, social sod political bearings of various administra,
tive problems have been instruotively dealt with iIn the book
Vaiversity students wiil find the prescnt edition & very
belpful guids in his studies. To the gensral reader, the present
eodition will be very useful, as it gives full information rsgardt
ing the Government, he has to influence.

Price Rs. FOUR, (Postage Extra. )
Copies can be had of —
{i) THE MANAGER, ARYABRHUSHAN PRESS,
R POONA CITY
(ii} ALL PRINOIPAL BOOK SELLERS
of leading Cities and Towns in India.

A Wonderful Discovery.

Ko medical expert could say that there was over a
guaranteed cure for diabetes im the world. Our oure for
dlabotes is 8 Heavenly Bleasing whicb nevar fails to cure it.
Aoccordingly instead of guoting sxcellont raferences we are
ready to ofer it gratis to all Provinciel Governmunts aznd
she Chiefs for trisl on the conditlon that the results thereof
are duly published for public information. We undertake
sonditional treatment on satisfactory terms. It reatores also
Jost vitality and removes gensral dsbility of either sex, A
sample for trial at Rs. 3 will give complete satisfaotion and
esmove bias against adveriisements in general,

Apply.with £ as, pestage for fuether partiouiars to:—
6. B. KEORANA, LYALLPUR

THE LUCKNOW. UNIVERSITY. JOURNAL.

A ‘high olzss University Journal Ior the promotlon of
original remearch, v ’

. ‘Four israes will be published during esch academio yese,
¢if., in September, December, Fsbruary, and May.

Editor—W. Butridge, M. A., M.B, B.Ch., L.M.8., S.A., snd

K. E. siddhants, M. A, —supported by & strong Consultative

Board representstive of all the Depariments in theUsiversity.

Special Features,

-= The Journal will contain otiginal oontributions from
mambers of the Lucknow Univeraity and will alse publish
Vernaoular contributions in Hindl or Urdg of & Auitable
charsoter. It will contain portraits and illustrations from
time to time. It will alno publish Reviews and Notices of ail
important Books and Reporta coming ont in the educational
world. Awnother inpostant feature of the Journal will be the
publication of the latest news about University afiaira and
cther interesting informations abous eduostional matters

Annual Subseription.

Towsn, Mofuasil, Foreign.
For Students of the University, Re. 2' 0 2 8 )

10
For all others . w RE. 4 0 4 8 '

Matters for publiostion should be sent to the EDITOR.
All business communiontions relating to subsoriptiops solt
sdvertissments shouid de sent to the Business Manager.

The Journal is an excellent medium for advertisement.
For advertisemewut rates and other particnlary apply to— ~

M. B. REHMAN,

E Buxiness Manager,
LUcENow.: facknow Galversity Jourosd.
LuckNow: UFPPER INDIs PuBLiSHING HOUSE, Ltd,, 41,
Aminabad Park.
LoNDox: P. 8. KIng & £ox3, Orchard House, 2 & 4 (Jrent
Bmith Street, Westminister, Lond., 8. W.

Lucgnow UNIVERBITY, }

Railways and the Budget

BY
“ECONOMY"”
A Collection of articles published in the
“Servant of India”

{ Crown 16mo. size, pp. 8¢ )
Price Ais. 8 net,

The book exposes the happy-go-lucky system
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis-
tribution and mansgement of railway finance, It
demonstrates how, instead of managiog the
Railways as s business and sonserving and improv.
ing them as & valuable national asset, the Board
and the Government of India have been only
muddling through at the expense of the travelling
public and the general tax-payer.

Books can be had from—
THr ARYABHUSHAN PRESS, BUDEWAR PETH
' POONA

LABOUR GOVERNMENT AND INDIA.

CUT ME OUT

and mail me, with your uame and address, to
Good Luck Co., Benares City.
I will bring you, per V. P. P, one COSSI SILK SUIT
lexgth for Es. 12 only. Theea Diecep are economical, hazd-
weat and handsome evsr made.

Teat them any way you please—Why not give it a irial.

N&meln Ns anzPA8 UNE gug SRS a3 SEhvup SRAERD pgy
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