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" TOPICS OF THE WEEK

THE unconditional: relpase of Mr,
+ “'Maratme 020t Ganidhi, sonoudced 2 8 am.on-
Tuesday morning, four hours befors

fhe Resolution to that effect could be moved in the |

Asaembly, is the brightsst event for years now in
the course of relations between the Government
and the People of India. As our readers are aware,
we have from the moment of Mr. Gandhi's arrest
been convinced thut his proseontion and oconvie.
tion were both wrong and inexpedisnt : a conviction
whiock perhaps might claim more weight than that
of an oubt-and-out devetee's for whom Mahatmaijt
can neverdo wronsg, Wehave alwaysdistinguished
betwesn Mr. Gandhi’s par~-onal sanctity and his
political wisdom : & distinction te which we atiil
adhere. All the more sincers may we be balieved
to be in our heartfelt joy at the right thing having
at last been done. But aot only do our congratula-
tions go out to our great fellow.-countryman: we
almost equaily rejoice at this pledge that His
Majesty's new Government means to pursae a lins
of its own and to have done with the “Full speed
sstern {” polioy, inaugurated a couple of years ago.
The Viceroy's opening speech at Delhi, on which
}a coramend elsewhere, was, we hope, the last
asp of the Wintertonian grammophone ; eleariy a
new tune has now bosn callsd. Whea we wrote
our pommeaf, we were disappointed that the Gav-
 ermXxiynt of India should have letslip so magai.
: foent an opportunity of reaszuring India that a
. return was $o be mads to the spirit which conceiv-
‘ed and, at first, warked the Reforms, and of tho#
- opening & Dew ohsptat of goednii all-reund.

-
* * . &

NOT, as if we iooked simply toa

“W;:,"‘:ﬂ::_“‘ Labour (Government to grant us
boons, OurJadian contemporaries

seem to have greixt difficulty in sceing any
tertium quid beyond such an atiitude and one of
bitter hostility to any British Governmens, just
beosuse it happens to be & Briti h Government
Not so do we undersiand demooracy. If we fasl
strongiy oo any poiat—be it the release of Mr
QGandhi, be it the Kenya franchise—we must trans-
late, and go on translating, thess feelings of oura
into all such actions, as ara la«{fully and oconsti-
tutionally open fo us. QOaly thus can we convince
the Cabinet, the Parliament, the peopla of Britain
of the reality of these feelings; only thus can we
make it possible for our frieads i Britaia to help
vs. But haod in hand with ap uareleating strug-
glo here, may weil go, nay -must go, a frank pe<

.'oognnion that thd Labour Governmest in power
is by, “ite nature friendly - ‘to India scd to all

our iegitim&ta aspxrattons. Our agitation here.
therefore should be carried ¢n, tofros their hande,
mot to force them ; and until the contrary iz proved,
wa surely should work on the assumption, that
those who iry to thwart and who oppose us,are the

.very people who oppose and would thwart, if they

could, any Goverament formed by the British
Labour Party. Thelatter,tobesuro isnatva form: .
toe party is not a factory whizh turnsoutvoriagaa-
tomata. The [.L P, is represe:st d : but 53 are the
Trade Unions. The iatter, with al] their innate
gonservatism, are well represaented by Mr. Thomas
and it is only natural that the iatter shou-d have
b-enratherepreading himns«if of iate and vesnbask -
iug in thesu shine of ducal approbation. He aiso
represents British Labour and 1t is only r ght thas
he and bhis friends spvuld havs an impoétant share
ia a British Labour Government.

¢ . - »

* THERR is maraover apparsntly ex~

Wr.Thomasasd pacgive sondensation in the eabled

K:n:n.

messags of the first impreasicns of
Mr. J. H. Thomas in bis pew offica of Secretary of
of State fo- the Cilonies. Tue porticn regarding
Kenya if sbviously scrappy but very disguisting
as it stands. The expression as to the White
Paper policy being mostly maiatasined might, ae-
gording to the context, apply to the predominance
of nstive intervsts in the ad.uinistration of the
Colony. That item this country pever guestioned
and wii]l pever question. BRut we are soeptioal of
the power of the Co onial Office to safeguard the
African native from tte tyrannioal and selfish
poliey of tbe white sstiler, which ia the same
thing aswaying of the Governmsut of Keonys, for
the two are bardly disticguishable ior any practi-
cal parposs. The Colonial Otfice, therefsre, musg
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be endowed with a degree of strength, insight, and
vigilance which is almost beyond the reach of a
homan institution to effectuate its intention in
this regard. But let it rass. If however, Mr.
Thomas's statement means that in respect cfthe
relative position of the European and Iandian set-
tler the policy of the White Paper will not be de-
parted from. it is a disastrous blunder. Neither the
Government of India nor its people will ever ac-
quiesce in a decisicn which relegates Indiansfo a
sutordinate grade of citizenship, establishes a
colour bar, in imitation of an institution of the
East already diseredited and in prooess of be-
ing discarded there,and gives to the white colonists,
in violation of solemn pledges, a position of un-
aesailsble political superiority, to which they are
not entitled by numbers, influence, or usefulness
to the state. It would be well for the public of
India fo let Mr. Thomas know of their determined
attitude as early as possible. Mr. Thomas spaaks
in enthusiastic torms of the Empire. If it is to be
of any use o India, it must deserve those tarms at
our hands. The Committee to be set-up by the
Govercment of India will deveots itself mainly to
the task of securirg a revision of the conclusions
of the White Paper. Eise, it would be the merest
waete of energr and time,

¥ * -
FORTUNATELY good Mate or Rirst
Toe Recorritlon of Tngineer that he may be, Mr,

Thomas is nct the Captain. The
Lieader is sund remsains Mr. MacDonald; and if
any one had any doubts as to his quality, his two
first cpening moves in Foreign Pelities should
have ramoved them. (f the two moves we are in-
clined to rark the recoznition of Snvist Russia
highest. It certainly brings out in elcarest relief
the essential diffareunce btween the old and the new
leadership. Vvhilst the eld diplomaey can only
conceive of de jure recognition as a usaful itam of
barter and while accordiegly Italy and France are
still higglivg and huckstering over-this new conces
sion hers and that old debt thers, Mr. MacDonald
is merelT concerned whether or not it Isa fact that
the prosent goveroment of Russia is sode jure. If
it is—and whai European Governmest is so
unitedly backed by 90 p. ¢. of the people ?—then it
is a mere qusstion of truthfulness on the part of
other Governmants to acknowledge that fact. If
it is not, the grant of a petroleum concession ¢an
obvicusly not turn the illegitimacy of a goveroment
into legitimacy. A LabourGovernmentthusiook-
ingatthis,asatall polivdcal and enonomic questions,
from the moral point of view, firtt acknowledues,
what it considers to be s fact—that the Sovick
government of Russia is de jure the government of
Bureia—and only afterwarde cslls for a conference
toadjust pendicg claims; whilst the eapitalist gov-
ernment of, say, Italy, in its eagerness four
“business” stands revealed as only ready for a
deal—even in truth, if marketable. That over this
ignoble traffie it should bave happened to be just
Mr. Mussolini who was passed at the very win-
ning-post by & Soocialist borre of a very diterent
golour certainly adds to the pigquancy of the event.
And so, pace yesterday’s cahles, ™ Italy has been
very greatly disappeinted” and France too “does
not alsogether like beiog forostalled.” Yes: strange
10 say, honeaty si’;ill is thf best policy.

*

AS for Mr., MacDonald’s second
move—hisme:sage to Mr. Poincare

~—itis charaorerised by the same
ideclogy. The British and French Goveruments
beipg at acute variance over a number of most vital

Eotentes nnd the
League,

questions, Mr. MacDonald does not eontinue
8ay, a la Coué, that this varianoce does not exist
that it is every day, in overy way, vanishiog,asly
predecessors have said these last three years.
the contrary, he writes, what Router c¢alls *'a 1
markably straightforward letter’” pointing out thi
Anpglo-Frenah relations have cease! to be friend:
and that French policy has given ground for mu:
British apprehensivensss. But he adds: “We o
be frank without being hostile, and can defend ©
countries’ intereste without enmity.”” Whatcou
be finer? M. Poinoaré's reply certain'y comes :
a parfect antiolimax after that and only serves
reveal the intellectual bankrupteyf a wman, wk
atill tries to hide it behind a mulish obstinac
which even in his own country is oo longer bein
mistaken for strength. ‘That all  is not well
Fronch foreign politics, even outzids English an
German relatious, must bave become unpleasant
clear when it became known that Italy and Yug
slavia had actually come to terms over Fiums ar
were in a fair way of cementing a littla entente «
their own. For once this is effsoted, Italy’s hope
a soulthern Hloc sgainsgt the intolerable dominatia
of France is near realizstion. If Franee can cou:
on Czechoslovakia, Italy can on Spain, Austn
and on Hungary : and if to theee is added & milit
rily formidable country like Yugoslavia, the b
lance againet Frunce tips heavily. Is it once mo!
Rumania's flair for ratting which has been respoi
sible for that country’s just announced refusal
secepting another little hundred million “loay
frem France? Asnyhow, leagues and countar-le
gues are no final solution: only the Leagua i
Aud old intsrnationaliss thet he is, it is once mo:
Mr. MaeDonald’'s  leadership which slox
promises that ™ fine vision of reason and wisdom.
which poor Woodrow Wilson could conceive, hu
alns, was constitutionally unable to fulfil. Peaca i
this great pionesr’s ashes—and all power ¢
“Old Mac¢ *’ who, if anybody, will be able to “mak
thess dry bones live.”

L E *

i ituation in b
A Serienssltﬂatiag.TgE strike situati . Bom &y he
assumed & Very sorio s oaspsct, s

it was bonud to do with nearly two lakhs of work
men remsining idle and in a state of sxcitemen
The “imes of Indig in its leading article ¢
the 3ls: January foreibly pointed out the dana«
aris'ng from the td:iens+s of such a larze popule
tion not only to the publis peace but to the publi
hoalth ofthe city. It resalled how in 1916 a3 th
result of a similar gensral sirike, cholera brok
out in the mill area which had becoms particularl
in«anitiry owing fo §he workmen not Laving th
use of the good sanifary arrangements of the mill
and also on secount of their being underfed owin
to ugsemployment, and bow the infection spread ¢
ctner parts of the city and several hundreds dis
ovary day. Tnai dangsris ahead cn ${ne presar
oocasion alsc Meanwhile the danger to publi
safety has bacoms a painful reality. The strike:
who waie peaceful for some days have now begom
violent ard disordsrly. Evwerybody - regrets the
behavivur, but mere regret on whosesoever pai
does not help the situstion. It is po longer
mattar t:be left for settlament between capits
ani labour. The state must iitsrvece novf
very sensible solution is suggestad in B resoiatic
accepted by fhe workmen at the in $smce ¢
Mr. N. M. Jo:hi and others. which urges th
Government to appoint an arbitration committs
on which tne mil, owners and labourers should b
equally represented aod on the appoiutmernt ¢
which the latter will resums work.

F
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""" THE VICEROY'S SPEECH.

THE speech made by His Excellency the Viceroy
to his legisiature has evoked exesptional {uterest.
Thers wers ciroumstances ia the political world
whioh made paople lock with expectsncy to decla~
tations of policy. Those that have au eye for
small thiogs as well as large, set afloat awad
whispers oaused by the glitter and pomp of the
vicerogal provession for’ which extra-ordinary
praparations had been made. In fact, visitors, in-
oinding members of the lezislaturs, had begua to
' somplain bittarly of the inconvenience that had
been thoughtlessly caused by the blooking of roads
without previous notice and .for unnecessarily
long periods, on account of the movementz ocon-
nected with the National Baby Week on the part
éf the inmates of the viceregal lodgs. It would
bs well if some kindly god of humour should
prompt earthiy potentates to keep some watch
~opver the doings of their military and police under-
lings, doubtless from = mistaken sense of zeal.
Swarajlsts were heard to eay the viceregal utter-
anse was not going to be full of honey, if such
elaborate praparations wore necsssary to proteci
him, Only upholders of the medieval doatrine
that the King's representative wust always
speak in tones of waming aud oommand, were
pleased at the correctitude and sonority of dic-
tion, which kept the speech of the ooocasion upto
the true standard, Of ocourse the sommercial
magnates, to whom a oonsiderats franchise law
aopords undue representation, set the coveted seal
of their approbation upon an utterance, marked by
tha regulation degres of stern and admoniiory
precept, specially designad for the ear of the
dootrinaire politician and impationt idealist,
- But even amonget members of the white ruling
oasts, thers were not wanting those whom either
alove of peace or a eense of chivalry impeiled to
an exolamation or two of regrst that the pronoun-
oement should have beeu disfigurad by an ocoa-
sfonsl severity of phrase and an utter absence of
that liveiineas of saympathy or brave promise of
help with which wise statesmanship osuld haveat
onos disarmed suspicion and evoked the gratitude
of a sensitive and lmaginative people. Oun the
‘other hand, the fullness and candour of a state-
ment which embraced a review of the relations of
. India with ths Domigions and Afghanistan
might have recsived mors appreciation than thss;
" did at the hands of an audience which was strain-
ing Its enra all the time for an snnouncement of
thoreloase of Mahatma Gadhl or of some plan
of esoape from the pollticsl impasse which the
wtagnation in the progress of the reform scheme had
brought about. Indeed, we cannot help thinking

" that the Swarsjiste, who stayed away from the

rhrden party of Mr, Chatterjee, were disappointed

in expectations which they bad no businaess to an-

teriain and offended at siatementa which trans.

gressad neither politioal propriety nor courtesy of
- any kind.

Te come, however, to mora pracize points
fn the speech, This paper hse fully allowed
hitherto that the Qovernment of Iadia havae
identified themuelves with the people Bs ragards
the gubatanea of thelr claims in-Kenya as well as
elsewhere and that their reprasentstion: on the
subject were marked by a frankness and boldness
to the extent possible to a Goverament hitherio
treatod as » subordinate branch of His Majasty's
Government. Sicee the snub, bowever, adminis.
tered in cousejusnca of the “protest” with which
this Governmeant submitted to the Kenya decision, .
one has noticed the beginnings of a retrogreasion
in the official tone on the subject. We pass ovar
the exaggsratad importance attached to the aup-
posititious gains in the deolsion. No Government
could perhaps be sxpscted ever io admit complste
failure on its part. We shall agree even to ovar,
look the simplicity which trusts by garafal exami-
nation of the provisions of the {mmigration bill
$o got baok as through a window what has besn
lost through the front door of the White paper.
But why does the Viceroy, in his reosnt speech-
refor only to “our contention that thero Are
grounde for an inorease in the number of seats ta
Indians™? Ara there grounds only for sn
inoresse in the number of seats for Indisns ? Are
not the Government of India going to stand up for
the equality of thet number with the number of
soats granted to the white settiers? Does the
blighting effect of' Lord Peel's' regime continus,
that the idea of equality is no longer insisted
upon ? Wa confess also that the Vicsroy protesis
too muoch, almost to the point of improprietr,
when he speaks of tha "sense of justice and fair-
pess” with which His Majesty's Government have
been animated in dealing with those proposals,
Sometime ago he bada the Indian people continue
their faith in British justios and fairplay. Since wa
aannot see anything in the nature of offioial com-
pulsion behind these statements we would implore
His Exocellenoy not to allude, so long as the in-
famy of Kenya is not forgotten; to British justice
and fairplay. His Excellenoy ocanuot mean to
jest. Im it then meant asa wmookery—this frequent
allusion to British justice and fairplay, so soon
after the British Cabinet porpetrated the Kenya
infamy ? : :

The use of the old Bengal State Regulation for
the arrost and detention of persons suspeoted of
politioal orime or conspiracy is a reversion to
methods which had been disorsdited and nesrly
abasndoned by Goveroment, We admit we are
much impressed by the testimony of s Governorof
the undoubted sincerity and goodwill of Lord
Lytton and a Viceroy of the exparience and lovae of
justica of Lord Reading, and we attach due impor-
tanos to the fact that every oase is sorutinised by
men of judicial experience. Neverthlessthese are
but poor substitutes for open trial and it Is dif-
ficult not to condemn resors to weapons which
the Government themselves had recently promised
to drop out of their political armoury.
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Those who have always stood for orderad pro-
gress can have no quarrel with His Ezcallency's
disapprobation of the Swarajist poliey of wreokiog
as exemplifiad in the Central Provinces, and we
fully share the hope that the work of the Assembly
in the session that has now opened, will not be
marred by similar tactics. But His Excellency's
Government have apparently no plan for the imme-
diate advance of the Indian Constitution either at
the centre or in the provinces. The customary phra-
g8, Parliament must decide ; people must deserve®
were never soothing -and have now begun fo irri-
tats. Norcan we take without guslifioation the
statement that dirsct action will never causs Par-
liamant “to act contrary to their desire and better
judgment”, or that “‘action based on reason and
justice will alone prevail with the British people.”
The Irish and Egzyptians, not to mention the
white people of Kenya, as His Kxcellency very
well knows but ochooses to forget, have da-
monstrated the futility of these propositions. What
is apparently implied is that the application of
force has been renderad imposaible for the people
of India and that, therefore, they must try the
mathods of persuasion. S stated the sentiment
hag hard faot on its side. Even then it has its
lesson to the peopls of India which neither the
Viceroy por his Government can preveni them
from learning, except by a policy of generous and
bold stateamanship.

THE INDIAN NATIONAL PACT.

AT the request of Dr. M. A. Ansari, we are publish-
ing in this issue the ‘Indian National Pact’ which
has been drafted jointly by him and Lsla Lajpat
Rai. From the preamble it will be seen thaf the
object uf the pact is to remove the misunderatand-
ings and mutual suspicions about each other’s
aims and intentions that are now prevailing
among the different communities, so that they
may all join in & common endeavour for the attain-
ment of Swarai It is belleved that a joint de-
olaration by all communities’ of the goal which
they seek to attain and the rights which they
wish to secure for the pecople will bring about the
necessary co-operation betwesen the communities.
What has to be copsidered is whether the provi-
gions of the present draft pact are such as to bring
abnut that ¢ operation between the different com-
munities. We may also consider whether a pact
iu at all necessary or likely te do good in the long
run. Wa shall here confine our atitention to those
provisions of the pact that are directly intended to
restore communal harmony.

This idea of a pact had its origin in the very
strainad relations betwesn Hindus and Muham-
madans which prevailed last year in the Punjab.
The executive of the Congrass deputed a very in-
fluential committes consisting of Messrs. C. R. Das,
Motilal Nehru, Ajmal Khan, and Abdul Kalam
Azad and Mre. Sarojini Naidu, to bring about a
oonciliation. That committee tried hard to get the

A

Hindu, Muhammadan and Sikh leadsrs to agreo to
a pact regarding the proportions in which they
wished to be represented in the legisiative counneil
and on municipal and local boards, but did not
succeed. Nor wera they able to induce the Mus-
salman leaders of Multan to change the route of
the tazia processions which occasioned the regret-
table riots. They had to come away without achiev-
ing any appreciable measure of suocess. It is
true that at thst time both Hindus and Muham-
madans were in a temper, and that they may be
expected to be more reasonable now, But there is
no evidence whatever of their having modified their
respective demands, aud therefors the difficulty of
induciog them to asccept a pact remains unabated.
The Congress commitiee divided the cruses of
irritation broadly into those affecting the masses »
and those affecting the educated oiasses, The
commitiee raported, ‘'So far as regards the mas-
ges, the real causes of the trouble are firstly the
memories of Malabar and Multan riots, secondly
the Suddhi and the Hindu S8anghatan movements
which have in their turn given rise to counter agi-
tation amongst the Mubammadans’. Malabar and
Multan memories will in eoarse of time fadeaway,
especially as the vernacular Press of the Punjab
has agreed not to revive them needlessly. But the
Suddhi, Sanghstan aund their counter movements
are there and will be thers. Any interfersnoe with
them would be regarded as interfersnoe with the
religious liberty of propaganda and association,
The masses of each community have to be eduocats
ad to respect the }iborty of evers other community
in this matter., The draft pact guarantees this
liberty. 1! the masses of & community have not
learpt sufficiently to respect the libarties of others,
either this olause of the pact wiil not be agresd to
or it will have no force. Its inelusion in the pact
can only have an educative value. The fanati-
oiam of the masses, their disregard for othaers’ li.
berty, is the real cause of all trouble, If that fana-
ticiam—in Hindus as wall as in Muhammadans—
decraased, there would be no trouble over cow-kill-
ing or processions or tom-toms. Thae provisions in
the pact regardiog these matters are unocxception-
able. For that very reason fanatics will not agree
to them. If thalsaders of the diferant communities
ould subsoribe to them on behalf of the masses,
not ag representing an idesl,butasa programme of
present action, there would indeed be no need for
a pact.

As to the ocauses ofirritation affecting the edu-
ocated classes, they inoluds notonly representstion
in counsils and on municipal and losal boards, bat
aiso in the publie services and educational ins-
titutions, In the Punjab legislative counoil the
Muhammadans have a present a representation of
50 per ocent, They are not dissatisfied with it 4
though they would like it to be raised to §5 par
cent., whioh is the proportion of their community
in the population of the province. But the Hindus
and Sikhs, who form 34 and 11 per cent. of the
population, and who have a representation ia the
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oouncil of 32 and 18 per cent., respeotively, are
much dissatisfied, becsuse sven when both of
them combirce, they cannot defeat the Muhamma-
dans. They therefore ask that the Muhammadan
reprosentation be decreased and their own repre-
sentation fncreased. The Sikhs in particular urge
that, as they are of special politioal importance in
. the Punjab, they should ba given a representation
of 30 per cent, like the Muhammadans in Behar
who also form only i1 per cent. of the population
v In that provinoe. The draft pact suggests that
. 8eparate communal representation * throughout
"y the country shall be in proportion to the pumeri-
cal strength of eaoh community in the constituen-
cies.” So far as the Punjab is concerned, it will

4be acceptable to the Muhammadane, but pot to the.

Sikhs who have been demanding an even more
excessive representation than they are now enjoy-
ing. Itwill be acceptable to the Muhammadans bf
Bengal, who now have only 40 per cent. of the
seats, though they form 55 per cent. of the popula-
tion, but not to the Mukammadans in other pro-
vinces, in every one of which they are erjoying a
reprecentetion far In excess of their numerical
strength. The present proportion of Muhammadan
representation in all the councils was fixed by
the Lucknow pact cf 1916, beiween the Congreas
and the Muslim League, and even the Montagu-
Chelmsford reforms commiites did not think it
expedient to slter it. The Punjab and Bengal
M uhammadans agread to a smaller representation,
because their co-religionists in the other provin-
O¢d were given s larger represantation, than their
numbers justificd, The proportions so fixed would
bhave to be changed in all or in none. As on the
whols they are favourable to the Mubammadans
an d the Hindus have so long been reconciled to
them, would it not be best to lsave them alone—if
eommunal feelings are not to bs sggravated ?
Regarding representation on munieipal and
looal boards, therae is no agreement between Dr.
Ansarl and Lala Lajpat Rai, the former being in
favour of it acd the latter opposed. If, however,
communal representation even in the sonncils
ia limited to a specified period, Mr. Lajpat Rai
is prepared to extend it for that period to munici-
palities and local bosrds. The Punjab Muhamma-
danadespite the protests of Hindus have obtained
e ommunal' representation on some municipalities
«and they will not b willing to give itup, when
atf ubammadans in other provinces aiso are deman-
"00ng it The drafipact lays down that therashall be
hag Sommunal or colouror caste distinetion in publio

i the Fices and in the educational institutions. It is

¢if8-doubt the right prineiplae,
'/’ that Mubammadans in the Punjab and Bengal,
and ckward olasses in Madras and Bombay have
been lusisting on a proportion of posts b;ing re.
sarved for them. The fixing of & proportion on
the basis f population and a rigid enforoement of
bhard and fast rules are sbsurd and would necessari.
ly destroy efficiency of administration. But at
the s2me time we thick some special enscurage.

but we eannot ignore

ment within limits is also necessary for the pro-
grese of backward classes. Fcr sxample, it would
be absurd to fix & proportion of subordinate or
superior posts for members of the depressed olasses.
Nevertheisss, a qualified appticant of those clase-
e8 may be preferred to & better qualified person of
an advanced community in filling up =zome posts,
so long a8 the depressed classes are either unre-
presenied or tro inadequately represented in the
publio services. In dealing with a question of
this kind we bave to remember that the siais isa
human institution, which neither absclute sompe-
tition nor communal representation should
allowed to render ‘wooden.

To sum up, the provisiona of this draft paot,
being very reasonable, will appeal only to thosg
who place nationsl interesta above communal
ones. Such perzone have no use for a pact. The
fanatical masses and those educated men who
want to get jobs and places of importance without
facing competition, will not subsoribe to the pact.
It enlightened leaders acoepted it, the unlightened
followera would only repudiate them. The object of
the paot is therefore not likely to be achieved.

But it may boe said that though it may fail to
give immediate practical resulis, it will have an
educalive value, If the leaders subscribe ¢o it, you
could go with thelr combined moral authority to
the unconverted aud preach to them the necessity
of subordinating communsal ambitions to national
well being. There is a grester chance of thair
listening to you with such authority than without
it. There is some force in this agreemeont but there
is also ancther sspeat tobe considerad. The ides of
a pact iteelf is demoralising. It puts s premivm
on the unreasonablesess of & community. It also
whets communal appetite which alwasys grows
with feeding. When scommunal representation in
couneils was first conceded to the Mahammadans
inthe Minto.Morley scheme of reforms, it was
boped that it could be withdrawn after m resson-
ble lapse of time. But in these fifleen years their
communs! consciousness has only grown instead
of deerpasing. They have come to regard their
separate representation as a vested right and want
it to be extended from oouncils to local boards,
public services apd even educational instituticna,
What is worse, their example is copied by other
communities~8ikba, Christians, non-Brahmins,
Panchamss—and they claim similar representa.
tion on public bodiesand inthe services. One hears
only &f sectional interests, the general  inisrests
are lost.sight of. The evil resulis of our commu-
nal representation are not confined to India. It
is made to justify an unwanied communal fran-
chise for Indians in Xenyas. White fighting for
its removal thers, we cannot with any consistenoy
demand its continvance here. If all round justics
and impnartiality are the aim, no paot ia
nesded. Englightened principles of government
will secure it. The very idea of a pact suggests
bargaining, the purchass of tha consent of one
eommunity albeit foragood abject, by anotherat the
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be endowed with a degree of strength, insight, and
vigilance which is almost beyond the reach of a
human institution to efectuate its Intention in
this regard. Buat let it rass. If howsaver, Mr.
. Thomas's statement means that in respect cf the
relative position of the European and Indian set-
- tler the policy of the White Paper will not be de-
parted from, it is a disastrous blunder. Neither the
Government of India nor its people will ever ac-
quiesce in a docision which relegates Indianstoa
subordinate grade of cilizenship, establishes a
eolour bar, in imitation of an institution of the
East already disoredited and in process of bea-
ing discarded thers,andgives to tha white colonists,
in violation of sclemn pledges, a position of un-
assailable politionl superiority, to which they ars
not entitled by numbers, influenes, or usefulneas
to the state. It would bs well for the public of
India to let-Mr. Thomas know of their determined
n.t!;;tude as early as possible. Mr. Thomas spasks

in anthusiastic terms of the Empire. If it is to be
of any use to India, it mvat deserve those terms at
our hands. The Committes to be set*up by the
Government of Indla will devots itself mainly to
the task of securing 8 revision of the conclusiona
of thg White Paper. ' Else, it would be the merest
wasts of energy and time.

L 2 * *

FORTUNATELY good Mate or Firal
Engineer that he may be, Mr

Thomas is not the Oaptain Ths
Leader is and remains Mr. MaoDonald; and if
any one had any doubts as o his tzuah&y, his two
first opening mowes in Foreign Polilics should
have removed them. f ths two moves we are in-
olined to rask the recognition of Soviet Rursia
highest. 1f certainly -brings out 1n clearest relief
the essential difforence btween the oid and $he new
leadership. Whilet the old diplomaey ¢an only

The Recog-ﬁillon ot
Russin

conegeive of de jure reccgnition as & useful itam of

barter and while secordiogly Italy and France are
still higgliog and huckstering over-thia new conces
sion here and that old debt there, Mr. MaeDonald
is merely concerned whether or not it isa fact toat
- the prosent government of Russia is so de jure. If
it is—and what KEuropean Government is so
unitedly backed by 90 p. ¢. of the people ?—then it
is 8 mere question of truthfulness on the part of
other Governments to acknowledge that fact. If
it is not, the grant of a petroleum concession c¢an
obviousiy not turn the illegitimacy of a government
into legitimacy., A LsbourGovernment thus look-
ingatthis,adatall political and enonomio quections,
from the moral point of view, first acknowledizas,
what it considers {0 be a fact—that the Sovict
government of Rassia is de jure the government of
Rursia—and only afterwards onlls for a conference
toadjust pending claims; whilst the capitalist gov-
eroment of, say, Italy, in ii8 eagerness for
“busipess” stands revealed as only ready fur a
denl—even in truth, if marketable. That over this
ignoble traffic it should bave happened to be just
Mr. Mussolini who was passed at the very win-
ning-post by a Sooialist horse of & very diferent
oolour certainly adds to the piquancy of the event.
And 8o, pace yesterday's oahles. *Ttaly has been
very greatly disappointed™ and France toc “does
not altogcther like boing forestalled.” Yes: strange
to say, honesty s;;iii is th*e best ;io;ioy.

As for Mr. MacDonald's second

Enteniesandtbe  move—hisme:sage to Mr. Poinears
, =—itis characterised by the same

ideclegy., The Brmsh and French Goveruments
baing &t acute variance over a number of most vital

questions, Mr. MacDonald doss not ccntinuas to
say, g ig Couéd, that this variance doss not exist or
that it is every day, in every way,vaunishiog,as his
predecessors hava paid these last three years. On
the contrary, he writes, what Router oalis "5 re.
markably straightforward letter” pointing out that
Anglo-Frenoh relations have ceasei to be frlendly
and that Frenoh policy has glven ground for much
British apprehensiveness. But he adde: “We oan
be frank without being hostile, and can defend ocur
countries’ intereats without enmity.” What could
be finer? M. Polocaré's reply certain'y comes as,
a perfeot anticlimar after that and only serves to
reveal the intellastual bankrupteyof & man, who
still tries to hide it behind a mulish obstinao

which aven in his own ¢ouniry is no longer bsing
mistaken for etrength. That all isnot well in
Fronoh foreign politics, even outsidd English and
German relations, must have become unpleasanihy
elear when it became known that Italy and Yugo-
slavia had actually come to terms over Flume and
weore in & fair way of csmenting a little ententz of
their own, For once this is effeoted, Italy’s hope of
a southeran &loc against the intaierabie domination
of France is near realization. If Franoce can count
on Czechoslovakia, Italy can on Spain, Austria

}

\

and on Hungary : and if to these is added a mijita-

rily formidable country like Yugosiavia, the ba-
lance against France tips beavily., Is it cnce more
Roumania's flatr for ratting which bas been respon-
eible for that countery’s just announced refusal of
acoepting another little bundred miilion “loan™
from Franes? Anyhow, leagues and oounter.lea-
gues sre no £nal solution: only the Lsague is.
And old internationaliet that ho is, it i3 once more
Mr. MacDonald’s leadership which alone
promises that * fine vision of reason and wisdom *
which poor Woodrow Wilson could conocsive, but,

aias, was eenstizuno&ally unable to fulfil, Peacs to
this great pionesr’s ashes—and sall power to
“0ld Mac?® who, if anybody, will be able $o0 “make
these dry bones live.”

» - L J

& Serions snm:on.THE strike situation in Bombay has
assumed & very serio s aspect, as

it was bound to do with nearly two iakhe of work-
men remaining idle and in a state of exscitemant,
The Times of India in its leading artiole of
the 31ist January fercibly pointed out the danger
aria'ng from tha id'eness of such & larze popula-
tion not only to the publis peace but to the publis
Bealth of the city. It recailed how in 1918 as the
rasult of a similar general strike, cholera broks
out i the mil) area which had becoms particularly
insanitary owing to the workmen not haviog the
usa of the good sanitary arrangements of the milis
snd also on scesunt of their being underfed owing
to unemployment, and how the infection spread to
ciner parts of the city aad several hundreds died
every day, Tbat danger is ahead cn the present
ocoasion also Meaawhile the danger to publie
safety has become a8 paiufal reality. The strikers

who weie peaceful for some days huve now bacomgéd

violent ard disorderly. Everybody - regrets the
behaviour, but mers regret on whosesoever pa
does nut help €he situation, It is no longer &
mmattar trbe left for setiloment bsiweon capifal
and labour., The state must i tervsne DG A
very seonsible sclubion 18 sugyested in & resolution
accepted by the workmen at fhe in tince of
Mr. N. M, Jo:hi and others. which urges the
Government to sppoint an arbitration eommittes

on which tne wili, owners and labuurers should be

equally represented aod on the appointment of
which the lattsr will yesume work.
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- towns, Madras, Bombay, Caloutta and Karachi,

while there are no cities to matoh with them in
‘the interior. Apart from their being the seats of
Government and western learning, which have
attracted.to them a good number of people, the
growth in our foreiga trade is primarily responsibie
for this result. This foreign trade has expanded
almost without a cheok in the Inst fifty years and
is now of high value and imppriance. ( The
.- average total value of imports and exporis of
merchandise in the quigquennium 1864..5 to 1863-9
was 8,756 lakhs of rupses,
figures for the quiquennium 1%09-10 to 1913-14
was 37,590 lakhs; in 191314 the valuo was 44,033
Yakhe; in-1919-20, it was 53,476 lakhs and in
1920—21 it rose to 59,194 lakhs ). How f{aris this
inorease an indicator of our prosperity ?

Trade is exchange of commodities and the

¥ {arger the fasilitiss for and number of such aots of

4

exchange the grester the specialization of indua.

tries possible and consequently the morenumerous
the opportunities for investment of capital and
labour. An increase in the volume of trade
ds therefore prima facie indispensabls for increasing
the productive power of the nation. Based on
¢he area covered, trade is of two kinds, internal
and external or foreign. In a small country
like Belgium or Switzerland or England, an
inor.aase in the foreign trade is the chief means of
gatting increased work and inecreased purchasing
power for its inhabitants. England, for example,
is dependent for four-fifths of its employment upon
foreign trade. Iandia, on the other hand, iz a
vast sountry with an area of 11§ million square
iles and 350 millions of inhabitants. Hore isa
-1arge market, in fact one of the largest markets
of the world, while the olimatic conditions and
naturel endowments are so diversa in different
pariz of the country that there is unlimited scope
for Interchange of commodities between the sevaral
parts. Kxaot statistios of the present internal
trade are not available, but there is no doubt that
this ia not adequately develored, whils the existing
system of transpors and communications, banks
and currency, are mors favourable to the devaiop
ment of our foreign than the internal trads,

Again, the. advaniage of international frade,
acpording to the olassical theory, consists in the
‘benefits dus to the differences in the eomparative
costs of production. For example, even if India
is absolutely at an advantage in the production of
wheat and cotton goods when compared with the
cost at which Eogland can produce them, still
India stands to gaio by concentrating her capital
and labour on wheat, if the sfficienoy of her oapital

~and labour in it: prodootion is greatest, and it will
pay her better to import caotton goods from England
and export wheat, This theory assumss that there
are enough compeiliive employments whieh will
absorb the available oapial and labour of a
~oountry, but the fact in India is that the agrioui-
tural industry is already overstocked ( regard baing
had to the present methods of oultivation)} and
. t‘{}a sarphus population finds it inoreasingly
diffieult to get work at home and has to amigrate
" to oities, plantations or foreign ocountries where
the oonditions of work and wages are far from
{ - aatisfactory. Thae aiternalive in India is not often
. between two diffsrent kinds of work, but between
work and no work. Sinoe there are undeveloped
Tesources oa the one hand and surplua labouron
the other, it foliows that Endia gains by brioging
: them together instoad of playing the preseat un-
-satisfactory role of exporting raw materiale and
-importing manufaotured eommodities.

The corresponding:

Again, ordinarily between 70 and 80 per cent,
of the imports are insludsd in the slmss of artioles
wholly or mainly manufactured, while in the canse
of exports, cotton, jute, oilsseds, hides and skina
raprescnt 40 to 30 per cent, of the total, mana-
factures ( maicly jute and cotton ) over 30%, and
food, drink and tobacco about 20%. The erports
admittedly feteh less value, sinoe they are mostly
foodstuffs and raw materials whioh are given in
exchange for mora valuable imports into which
more capital and Iabour are applied duripg the
process of converting those raw materials into
manufactured commeodities. India haa also to ”

-bear the cost of carriage of her goods, imports and

exports, ginoce she has ne¢ mercantile. marioe of
her own. This work of external transport is almost
wholly done by foreigners and to that extent
Indians get no work and wages in the foreign
trade of their country. '

. Another advantage of increase in the volume
of foreiga trade is that by opening up new markets
for Indian produce, production is encouraged and
the producers get increased parchasiog powsr
Bat in the case of Indis at least we should be on our
guard not fo -exaggsrate the importance of this,
for this increased purchasing power gets itssif
unequally distributed since the services of the
middlamen from the shipping agent to the village
dealer and money lender have to be paid for. Even
if something reaches the producers, most of tha
cultivators of the soil ars small producors anda
emall increase In their purchasing power will not
appreciably improve their economic statoa.
Againat this amall advantage must be set the utter
dependence of our people on foreign commodities.
Increased internal movement of goods om the
other hand. will have fthe same effest as a risa in
foreign demand, with the additional advantage
that work and wages will be availabia for an
inoressing number of Indians in the several new
industries.

In the interests of Indian prosperity therse-
fore, the nature of the present foreign trade maust
change and internal trade must be stimulated and
towards this end the fiscal, industrial and political
policy of the State must be dirsoted wholeheart.
edly and without any delay.

AGRARIAN DISORGANIZATION.

In those parts of India where thers are big
ianded proprietors or zamindars on the one side
and small proleteriat on the othsr, unequal distri.
bution of agricultural produoce itenda to increase
the poverty of the poor. The increasing pressurs of
the population on the soil, the dying out of senti-
ment and custom that used to regulate the rela.
tions between landiords and tenants, the action of
our law oourts which, upholding contracts, in-
oroases the bargaining capaoity of the landlord and”
foroes his demand, the weak and unorganized atate
of the tepants-ail favour the rack-renting of the
tanants by the iandlords. The changes in the habits
of life of the rich ianded proprietor and the inoreas-
ing uss of money economy tend to asoentuate this
difference, In tha old order of things inequality of
wealth betwaen rich and poor was parhaps not so
serious & bar to the enjoyment of the good thinga
of life by tha iatter, Buat today the poor tenant,
or cultivator and labourer, has often to bo content
to part with a fair portion o his owa labour to see
his patron and landlord spending the money else-
whers, It is spent perhaps in buying = motorear,
or having a suburban villa in the city, travelling
firat class by railway, buying a thousand and one
luxuries of the modern era of industrial civilization
or among thas more pradent among them in taking;
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up shares in industrial cbnéuns established in
other parts of India.

To conolude, the poverty of certain olasses is
diminishing, while that of others and of the majo-
rity isincreasing from some points of view and dec-
reasicg from others, but in the net the poverty of
the poor sgriculiurist and of farm Iabourers is not
diminishing. On the other hand, sign= of incroas-
ing poverty are evident on all sides. The remedy,
as Ranade poiated out long age, is to prevent the
“rapid ruralization” of India and provide increas-
ing facilities for non-agricultural industries whe-

“ther in the factory or the cottage according to cir-
cumstances and to increase the productivity of
the soil by providing better facilities for irrigation,
better caitle, better implements, betterseeds, better
manure and batter organization of rural rescurces
on communal and co-operative lines.

8. SUBBARAMA AIYER,

THE DELHI SESSION.

{ FROM OUR PARLIAMENRTARY CORRESPONDENT}
DzeLHL, 28D FEB, 1924

THE Viceroy's speech was received with cone
siderable disappointment. Thers was no grace-
ful announcement of the release of Mahatmsa Gan-
dhi which all parties in the country had advocated;
no declaration of poliey that would stiengthen the
hands of the Liberal oonstitutionalists, no sympa-
thetic appreciation of the unanimous desire for
constitutional advance, no suggestion of a way
ont of the deadlock created by extremse and obsti-
nate stagnation of Government policy and the
equally extreme and impossible demanda of the
Swarajists ; buf only a sermon, a warning and a
threst. A splendid opportunity of rallying the In-
dependents—they do not style themselves Moder-
ates or Liberals—was lost and one will not be sur-
prised if the Viceroy's speech drives the Indepen-
dents into coalition, within ocertain lmits, with
the Swarajists. Strenuous efforts are being made to
pring aboutsuch a coalition by a series of private
conferences of members. The limits of snch coali-
tion are thetheme of anxious and prolonged discus-
sions. All the lsading Swaraiists including Mr. C.
R. Das are here for the purpose. Their ultimatum is
ready but Mr. Rangachari’s resclution on Dominion
status and provincial autonomy on the 5th inst,
might block the way for the Swarajisis’ ultimatum,
So they are anxious to exploit Mr. Rangachari's
resolution for that purpose. But the possibility
of .oarrying a resolution of the kind depends
entirely on the co-operation of the Independents,
who correspond to the Asquithian Liberals in the
British Parliament. Whomsoever they join will
carry the day. 1Itis to be hoped that the Indepen-
dents will sobsr down the demands of the Swara-
jists by persuading them to adopt the reso.
lution of the last Liberal Federation in
Poona as the basis for their joint demands. Lord
Resading bas already said in his opening speech
that complete and immediate seif-govemmani was
impossible. From hie failure to refer to them it is
doubiful if he would aceept the proposals of the
Liberal Federation for full provineial autonomy

and responsibility in the ocentral Government im
all departments except defence and foreign affairs.
What is ta be done if the demande are refused point
blank, is a question that might rendera ocoalition
betweeu Swarajists and Independents impossible.
The Swarajists ars pledged to wholasale obstru-
otion. Will the Independents do the same? Not
likely, becanse among other reasons they will have
to allow time for the new Labour Government to
function and wateh its policy, though Mr. Tho-
mas's speech regarding Kenya has salready orea-
ted apprehensions,

The Assembly has =at for three days sofarand
it has baen all smooth sailing in sunny skies, with
hardly s ripple on the surface, without even a
hint of the mighty agitations and confabulations
beneath the sucface. It is evidently the lull
bsfore the storm. The Delhi political barometer
sigoals storm Tuesday, 5th, onwards. Will there be
encugh statesmanship to ride the storm ?

A LETTER FROM LONDON,

(FroM CUR OWS CORRESPONDEKT.)
JAR. 1%th 1924,

An important movement, undertaken at the
inspiration of Sir Leonard Rogers, is now afoof.
1t is the collection, under the auspices of the Bri-
tish Empire Leprosy Committee, of a sum of aquar-
ter of a million sterling for the campaign of stam-
ping out leprusy in the Empire, and particularly in
India, by making use of the latest discovsries,
whioh promise to bring the removal of the acourge
within sasy reach within a relatively short period.
It is to ba hoped that the comparatively small sum
mentionsd will soon be forthcoming.

The British Indian Upion is recommencing
its series of At Homaes, at the new offices of the
Union, No 200, Palace Chambers, Westminstar,_
so Mr. R. M. Gray, late of Bombay, announdces, the
first three hostesseabeing the Lady Cynthia Mosley
{ whose husband, Mr. Oswald Mosley is menti-
oned a8 Under Ssoretary for Foreign Affairs ), Mrs.
N. C. Sen, and Lady Reed. By the way, Sir Stan-
8y Reed has an article in the January issus cfthe
1*Review of Reviews”, now edited by Mr. Wicknam '
Steed and which appears to-day, in which the for-.
mer editcr of the ** Times of India ™ tells his readers
that nowbere oan astable aliernative to the British
(Government ba found. Wa oannot, he says, leave

‘india to herself at present. The only ecourse is

for Parliament to support the Viceroy and the
Governo:s in making the most rapid advance to-
wards self-govémment for India that is compatible
with the maintenance of law and order.

The East India Association is holding its ans
pual At Home and Conversazione next Monday.
The Royal Sooiety of Aris, Indian Section, an-
nounces & paper onjthe ** Survey of India * by Col
H_L. Crcathwaite, late Superintendent of the Survey
of India, Sir Thomae Holland presiding, to-morrow,

The Indian Sindents Union and Hostel will
oslebrate its fourth anniversary at the new premises.
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~ n Gower Street, on Tuesday, February 12. Lord

"Rounaldshay is expected to deliver an address on
“* Indias at the Cross-roads.” Last night, Mr. Polak
prosiding, Mr. C. F. Andrews addressed a confer
onoe at the Hostsl, and gave a brief review of his
+work hera . "

Mr. E. B. Havell publishes, through Messrs.
"Maomillan and Co. Ltd, , a useful short History
-of Indis, in which the author surveys, alomg his
-own gpecial lines, the history of India, from ear-
-1iest to the present day, emphasising the principsl
- features of Indian political economy, art, and reli-

:gious th ought; The maps and illustrations h ve
 been spavially prepared to show India from the
Indian polnt of vlow and to explain the symbolism
-of Indian art. Mr. Havell’saim hasbeen to give a
.dbndensed and unbliased agcount of Indianlife and
thought in their many departments, containing the
-essential faots that every sducated Englishman
-snd‘Indian sught to know. He canaot be acoused of
“the faults that .co often repel both the general res-
der and the student of Indian history, either owing
to dullness or to obvious propagandist bigs. The
-book cught to have a wida circulation both in this
-eountry and in India, and it is published at a very
‘low pricé, which is an added recommendation.

I have just returned from seeing off Mr. C, F.
Andrews at Viotoria Btation, on_his return fo
India. His health is almost restored, but there

r¥emains oonsiderable room for improvement.
Reading between thea lines of the medioal reporis,
it is clear that he has for long been overtaxing his
strength. He has forgotten or, through force of
-oiroumstances, not been permitted to remembaer,
~that he {e no longsr a young man, and it is eainsst.
Iy to be hoped that, since he finds it diffioult to
-oonserve his energies, his friends will see to it
that too great s strain is not imposed upon him
~in the future. Mr. Andrews very strongly feals
. that, with the initintive that has been already
given by him and other friends in IMAGY A Drogres.
+8ive movemet, they ought in an inoreasing degree
. tobe oarried on by Indinns themsslves. Never
; theless, solong se his speoial knowledge and experi-
- ence in the various activities in which he has for so
-long been engaged are wanted, they are always at
' the disposal of India, and, indeed, he hopes to be
. able to make good uee of his opportunities, of a
“very special kind, during the next few months.
It is not generally known that, in the best Labour
holroles, he Is regarded with the greatest respect,
nd his views are taken as coming from a man of
oeptional authority. Hs has not been slow to
“tploy his advantages of friendsbip and standiag
ﬁ»,}h such influential Labour leaders as Mr.
Ramsay MaoDonald, Col. Wedgwood, and Mx,
t E. D. Morel in the interests of Indian reform and
hthe wal are of Indisns overseas. His coming hare
48t the present politioal orisis in this country was
+ almost providential, and the information that he
{thas been able to communicate to leading min of
t_‘“ parties, fnoluding Lord Carzon himeslf, ‘has
ibeen of the utmost value. If it ls or can bs made
i

st all possible for him to return hefs about May
or June of this year, a further visit will not only
do much to restore him to normal health and
vigour, but to advanoce the oauss of Indla in many
important directions, Mr. Andrews has been at
pains o point out the immense injury that is being
dona to British prestige by the continued imprison«
ment of Mr. Gaadhi and the withdrawal of the
latter's moral influencs upon Indian publio opinion
at a time whoen it should ba in tha highest dagree
effeotive. Mr. Aadrews' admonition {s peculiarly
sppropriate at & moment whien public opinion here
is etirred by the nows of the assassination of Mr

Day in Caleutta in mistake for the Commissioner
of Police, and it may be that Mr. Gandhi’s unfore
tunata illness may provide the Lasbour Administra-
tion when it takes office withian the next fow days,
with a convenient oceasion to put Great Britain
to that extent right with the paople of India. As
the samo time, Mr. Andrews has been insistent on

tho folly of nnneceassary delay in restoring confid-
ence inIndison the subjoct of British good faith in
rsgard to thequestion of political reforms. He will

be able to givethe Indian leaders muoh informs-
tion of the greatest value as to the actual situation
hera, and I feel sure that his advics will be along:
the ganeral lines of not making things unneces-

sarily diffcult for the Lsbour Adminfsiration,

whiol/has » long and difficult row to hoe asitis’
and’whick would be very friéndly with Indls,
with a little reciprocity on the lattsr's part

which would make it easier fortha Liberals to

' associate themselves with a progressive Indian

polioy. '

In addition to his work above referred to, Mr.
Androws has beon trying hard to avert the disaster
that has been threatening Indisuns in Keaya and
India as & whole by the threat of the Immisration
Bill. Thanke to his assiducus wearnings here, and
tha obstinate stand on the subjeot that Government
of India appear to have taken, what seemed to be
the Colonial Office intention of rushing through
the Bill, in order to faoe the Joint Commitiee,
when it comes here, with an accomplished fast,
has bsen prevented. But the influences at the
Colonial Office are still sinister, and the India
Office officials of senior rank ars not erxacily the
sori of psopls to0 make a stand in the last diteh
gither for principle or for the intorasts of Indis.

_One of them, who has & great desl to say in these

maiters, appaars to Inabour undse the dolusion that
he is a lent officer of the Cilonial OFoe, whose
general point of view appeals to him more readily
than that of the Gevernment and people of India.
I should not be at all surprised if, some day, he
ware to be found mounting the buliding at the
diagonally oppisita oornsr of the gquadrangle
between Downing Street and King Charles Street,
in a moment of sbssnt-mindedaess. It would be
all to the good of India il, with the rearrangemens
of dutics nnd responsiblities that should rasult if
the Labou# Goverament remains in office, some of

thess higher officinls, with :reactionary Anglo—
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Indian sentiments wers to ba rotiraed, in ths best
interests of Indo~British relatious.

MISCELLANEOUS,

THE INDIAN NATIONAL PACT.

‘Whereas India belng a dependency of the British Govern-
ment has been deprived of all the rizhte and privilazes of &
'ﬁ'oe sountry and Indians are deoied even full citizenship rights
in several paris of the British Empire, and the present foreigo
governmesnt doss not use and in the nature of things cannot
bo expecsed to use all its resourses to uphold the dignity and
Protsot the elementary rights of Inudisans; whersas it is essen-
$isl for the freo and full moral and material development of
ber citizens and the enforcsment of due cespent for their hu-
man righte and their liberties in all parts of the globs that
Indinoa should before all else possess in India the rights and
privilegoa that the free nsticns of ths world snjoy in their re-
spective ¢ountries; whersas it is Becaysary that all the peoplas
of India, of whatever religion, race or oolour should unite
together and apply all their ressurces, moral, mental and
material, for the attainment of Bwarajand the only obstacle
in the want of co-operstion among the diffsrent sommunities
dus to misonderstandings and mutnal szspicion about each
other's afms and intentions, and whereas a joint declaration
by sll communities of the goal which they seek to attain and
the rights which they wish to securs for the peopls, which &
Bwarsj Gove nment will be pledgsd to guarantes aﬁd safe~
guard, will ba beteficial to the creatiog of that confidense and
toleration, whiockh are abeslutely essential for a commeon endea
wour :

It is hereby rosolvad that all the eommunities reareserntsd
by the. Bigaatories to this document shall enter into an agrase-
ment 1n terms of the following rasalutions which shall be
known a8 the Iadia~ National Paoct

In pursuance thersof it is heroby resoived ;—

{1) It shall bo the firm and uzalterable object of the
eommanities represented by the signatories ‘to thig
pact Lo gecure complets Swaraj for India, that is ts
88y, the Bwaraj whioh will seoure and gusrantss tg
Indiana the same status, rights and
India as svery free and indepandent n
in il8 conntry,

{2} The form of Government under Swaraj shall bs de-
mocratio and of the federal typs; but the exact na-
ture of this Government shall be fixed and detes.
wined betesfter by a National Convention consist.
ing of representatives of all commusities and git
shades of political opinion,

{3) Hiodustani shall be the national language of India,

It shall be permissible to write it in either Urdg
or Deonagari seript.

Full religious liberty, i. e., liberty of belief, worship
propaganda, association and education, is herab;:
guaranteed to all the communities forming the
Indiaa Nation aod shall form a constitutional right
whioh it shall never be lawful for AD¥Y govarnment
te annul, medify, suspend or otherwise interfers
with.

The afore-mentioned liberties shall, however, be
exeroised subject to such dissiplinary rules 3;:1; T8~
gulztions as may bs found Deoessary to preserve
ga&co aad order and to eliminate forcs or compule
8100 by any one party in dercgation of the rights of
others,

{5} To prevent ary particulsr relizious denomination
beivg given uvndue prefersnoe over any other, no
Governmont funds or funds ¢sllested by local bodies
from public revenue and public tagzes including cess.
sex sball bs devoted to the promotion and forther.
ance of any da:;omisstienal institutions of purposes.

{0) When once the Swarsj has been achieved it shall
bs the seored duty of every Indian, be bhe Hindn,

triviieges in
ation enjoys

1)

Mussalman, Sikh, Pacsi, Cheistisn or of any other
denomiaation, to defend it &gainst all sttack ex-
ternal or internal.

{7) In view of the pressnt state of faeling prevailing

in the diferent communities and i view of ths in-

sufiicient 4 svelopment of political sense snd respon-

sibility in them, it is necessary for sometims o

afford adequate protection to the interests of mino-

rities, and it iz therfore herelty apreod that the
various commaunitiez shall have separate representa
tion in the Legislaturs, both State and Foederal

Buch representation shall throughout the couniry be in

proportion iothes numerioalstrength of sach comma-
pity in the constituencies. But the clacicrats
in all cases will be joint.

There sha!l ba no communal or oolour or caste distinotion
in, publio services and in the educaticnal institutions.

(NoTE I.—Dr, Acsari wishea to extend the principls of
separate rapresantation to municipalities snd loosl
boards. Laia Lajpat Rai doss not agres t> thin. Ag
an alternative Lalaji proposes that » time limit may
be fized during which communsal represeniation will
be snicrced and at the axpiry of which it will bs abo-
fished mltogasher.}

{NOTE Il.—Lala Lajpat Rai wants that special provision
anall bs mada for the reprasentation of Sikhe and some
other communitiss who Bfe in 4 very small minority
sdoh as Christians, Parsis eto. Dootor Ansarl
suggests that large mioorities such as Sikhs and
Christiang may be givesn special representation in the
Foderal Legilatures bot only very small minorities
sach a8 Parsis should bs givan special representation
both in the Fedsral and State Legisiatures.)

{8) In order io achieve national usity and out of regard
for she religious feelings of their Hindu compatriots
the Mussalmans of [ndia do hersby by a soleman self-
denying ordinance bind themselves to give up ocow -
slaughter except io connection with Id-i-Azha when
it will be done in such a manner az will not infure
the feelings of Hindus.

(9) In order to securs and preserve a ealm aimosphers
for public worabip it is hereby declared that no
music shall ba allowed in front of places of public
worship at such time a3 may be fixed by local mixed
oconciliatory hoards.

{10} Religious processions of different depominations
when falling on one and the same date shall follow
such diffsrcnt routes or be fized for such different

times as may be determined by local, mized comei .
liatory boards.

{113 In order to prevent friction and settle all guestions
giving rise to differences and oonilicts betwesn
different religions communities, e. g. on the occas
ions of Dussrs, Mobarrum, Rath Yatra procsss
jom, Sikh Divans, etc. etc., provincial and local
joint boards will be appointed to uot as osoncillatory
and arbitration boarda.

{12) Whila cherishing feelings of the most friendly na-
turs towards all the pations of the world at largs it
ig further resolved that the people of India shouid
partio'pate in the formation of s Federation of
‘Kastcra oountrias to be established for parposes of
mutas] help in trade and commerce and the eman
oipation of the East from Economic exploitatio
and domiration by Europe and with & view to ¢
courage and support Oriental culture and geneuﬁ;
te maintain good and frisndly relations betwean the
varicus naiionalities all over the East.

{Note:—Doctor Ansari wishes to incorporate ia :hé- Na-
tional Paoct & proviso similar to that of the Luokpow Pacs
whiok would run ae follows: “Further that no bill nor any
olause thersof, nor & resolution affecting any community of
which guestion is tobe determined by the members of fhai
community in the Legislature concerned shall be procesded.

g
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with, i three fourths of the members of that commaunity in the
partionlar Legisiature, Federal or Btste, oppose the bill or
olause thersof or resointion.” Bat as there 1s no time to get
Lala Lajpat Bai's opinica it is subxitted with his reconunens

datico only.}

LA3PAT Ral,
M. A Awsamr,
CORRESPONDENCE.

: To THE EDITOR, THE SERVANT OF IDIA.

Bir,~The leading articla fn your isaue of the 2ith January
" -on the politionl situstios in the Central Provinces contains
" the followlng:
‘ wigto the trsosferrsd subjeots, & suggestion has been
made whish is ealoulated tobring home to the slectors the
“Molly of electing the Bwarajista. Ikls that though the Gover-
nor is Investsd by the Government of ladis Aot with power
In osses of smergency to authorise such expenditurs as may be
necessary for the asfety or tranquillity of the provinoe or for
the oarryimg cn of sny depariment, be should not exs:roige
that power but let she sohocls, hospitals sto. be suspended for
a tims, s0 thas the teachers, parents sad othsts may taste she
diroot results of the Bwarejist policy acd give no supparr to
she Swerajiata aiihe next eleotions, We do not think thata
atropg sod exlightesed Governmeni like the Dritish will
aocept this suggestion, ag it eutails suffering and hardship on
the whole population for the faull of o small section of 4. "
The words I have italicized are oceriainly astovishiug
words to read in a leeding organ of liberal opinton. For what
is this “small section”? It oorsista,of & majority of the
represeniatives of the provincial elestorate—representatives
who, on iaking thelr seats in the Legislative Counsil, so}eme-
iy pledged themaelven faithfully to discbarge tho dutiss entrast™
od to 1hd4m under the ovonstitution. If the people of the
Central Provinoes ave to be saved from oconssguences dalis
berately sought by their accredited representatives, what
becomes of demoeratio- or responsibla goverumesntt If the
sleotors cannot ssve themselves, we may well despair of their
political inte!ligesos and of the faturs of representative insgti-
sutions in Iadia, But how can they bs mads io realise these
sonsegusnoes ? Cerisinly not by sotion taken to amalgamate
{whether in nams as well as in fact maiters little) the trane-
fsrred and the reserved departments. Thin is the very thiug, I
take it, the Swarajiste wish to brng about; wuen they will go
to the sleotors, and say: Didn't woe tell you thet tranaferred
and resstved ars all tho same, and that the so--oalled resposi-
bis govornment In the trausferred depariments is & sham?
Admistedly, she legal snd ovnatitutional ssues involved are
il of difficuliy; butthe main desidsraifum surely is to bricg
things home %o the people of tbe Centrsl Provinnes them-
seives. In this cooneotion, the following from the Instrs.
ment of Instructicns to Governors is flluminatiog:

s II, You sball bear in mind toss it 19 necessary and
expendient that thoses now and hereafier to be enfrasobised
shall apprecists the dulies, responaibliities acd adeantages
whivk spricg from 3he privilege of enfranchisement ; tha: is
ts any, that thoss who sxerciss the power hencsforward

| sntrusted to them of returning representativez to the legl-
‘ slative council, belog enabled to porosive the affects of thoir
cholos of & representative, and thal thoss who are returned
\®?wo \ha souncil, being enabled Vo perceive the sffeots of their
% yotes given thereln, shall come to ook for the redroas of
thelr grisvancss and the improvsment of their eondition te

. tho workicg of repressntstive lostituiicns.”

w0 Collage, Iam, st
Moradpurs. E A. Homram

{ If Prok. Horne belisvea that the aud justifier the menny,
w# 40 not; Bor have we much uss for 3 Goverhment
which would withhiold medi.al aid to the siok and those
in canger of death, in order 10 demonatrate tha fallacy of
their opponenis’ polisical idesa—Ed. ).

Ll

THE RELIGION OF SOCIAL SERVICE.

Ooe of the airiking sympioms in the world to-day isthe
iooreasisg number of scoial workers in every land. Theroare
thousands of men snd women to whom the appeal for individaal
salvaiion ham little reality, while s y appesl for social
sorvice brings out their snthusiasm. This is now 0 be foond
in every couniry,

Each of the warld's religious goss to-day along its ows.
oid groove, Iargely emphasizing.ths dootrice of individual
salvation, and making every effort to sirepgthen Iitself azsam

1 ioetirution, But while it does =0, inoumerable sooisl evils—
1 such as early marriags, ill.assorted mnrrisges, child widows,

and an foedusated motherhood—still flourish in the come
munity. Asaresult of these thingw, it i mot unasual to find
thera terrible ocases of torture and oroeliy togards poor
women and children. Therefors a large number of ns, whils
davoied to one partioular religion, find $he need to creste s
new réligion of our owa to satialy even this part of our
natures. This exira religioa, =o neceessry taz ue all, is the
religion of social service.

Bocial ssrvice has the highest charaotsristio of religion,
ju that it represents a living ideal which is ever befors the
osonscionsness of the worker. It makes him see his relation,
as's unit, to the animal world whioh is the whols. For ks
why is truly dedloated to aocial servios overissps the barriers,
of rase and caste, and greets with delight fellow-servers
from ull faiths and iands,

Wa hava bsen solorg trainad by orthodoxy to visuslise
God as existing only in some heaven or spiritnal realm, awsy
from our earthly conditions. But this veil of orthodoxy is
new slowly dropping from before our eyss, and wa are
beginning t3 realisa that inoue fellow oreatures is reflsstsd
something of the Divinity to which our hearts are drawn, and
that God Hiwself is moviag in our every-day affairs, showing
His ¥aoa through the faces of all living creatures. We are
beginniog alsc o0 aee, soma of as wmors awiftly than others
that the apiritual achisvements to which we aspire are
nseparable from ithe divins natare in all thoss who dwell
round e in our work-a-day world.

This new extra religion of the world is a great Gespel
which will bring sll mankind to work together towards one
common oause of sooial serviss. “This religion of eeligivus is
not locsl. I i natiooal, interastional and universal, But
bafors the world ean be pun right, each cns of uz must put
right his owa littls world in which he lives. We must not
make the mistaks of dreaming of large ideals of sstvice, while
we ars blind 10 the little ways of service vearat hand.

Nor must we make the mistake of thinking thit social
servige is limited to service of maokind, All servios always
is merv ce of God, aud so He is to be merved wheraver He
manifests Himself—whather in men, women, childrenor in
animale. Tharefors, we must ngt forget that an essestial
part of gooial servioe is the abolition of every form of oruslty
from upen this earth.

80 It all of us combine our efflorts to advance unity amd
co-operation in 3his real end practioal. religion of acclal
aervice.

NaoRsI BaM. o
Ferazopore Canit,

HINDU LAW.
(3rd Edilion )
DY
4. R. GHARFURE, Esq,, 5. 4., 11.B., (Hona)

High Court Vakil, Bombay, .
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Ko = edical expert could say that thers was ever a
guarante-d curs for dipbetes in ths world. Our gura for
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Accordiugly :nsteug of guuting excellent references woe are
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North-Western Railway.
-

NOTICE.

——

Sealed Tenders are invited by the Agent,
North-Western Railway, Lahors, for the supply
of Electrical materials during the year 1924-25.

Tenders to be asbmilted on the presecribad
formas whieh are obtainable from and om payment,
of Rs. 5/~ per copy to the undersigned and must
reach the Agont's Office nrt Iaker than 2 P. M. on
Tuesday the 25th Februsry 1924

Samples shoul be forwardsd by rail freight
paid to the Controller of Stores, N. W. Railway,
Moghalpura (Lahore), s> as to reach him not
later than the 21st February 1924

The Agent of the N. W. Railway reserves to
himself the right to reject any or all of the Tenders
received in answer to this Adveitisement without.
assigning any reason for such rejection.

O, F, LANGER.

Controller of Stores,
N. W. Railway.

of Stores, Moghalpura
(Lahore). Dated 29-1-24.

CUT ME OUT

and mail me, with your name and address, to
- (ood Luck Co., Benares City. ,j;
I will being you, per V. P. P. one COSSESILK SHT
length for Rs. 12 only. These pieces are esonomieal, pard-
wear and handsome ever made. . ﬁ
Test them any way you please—Why not give it a trial
T BT B ot es cnenas st cow 480 0ss s3smrs 468 53 pan SRS FEEI0E rae sun ave may EIEFIS OELTEELS

Address........

Office of the Controller }
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