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TOPICS OF THE WEEK

THE death of Vladimir Ilyich Uli-
anov, who is best known to the
world under his pen name *Lenin”, removes from
the world to-day one the outstanding figures in
contemporary history and one of the great names
of all history. Lenin’s magnetic personality and
hold over his people is only comparable to that of
Mahatma Gandhi's over our own people. Painted
as a1 inhumen monsler by Western propaganda,
Lenin's was really a most winsome nature, Single
minded to the border ( but not beyond it!) of fana-
ticism, he was great enough not to be afraid of
moderation and it is well known that the whole
re-orientation of Russia’s “New Economic Policy "
was due entirely to his boldness in espousing it,
brushing aside as be did all question of Commu-
nist “prestige”. Kalinin and Kamenyeff are Le-
nip's most likely successors ¢ principally because
they are pledged to & continuation and even
broadening of this “N. E. P.” Indeed, as we write,
wo have before us the official Soviet * Russian
Information and Review” of the 5th which gives a
most important resolutionof the Central Committee
of the Russian Communist Party in the direction
of further concessions to capitalism, a resolution,
which, as this paper says, “is widely interpreted
as containing decisions of exirems importance.”
We entirely agree ; and that they mean a further
‘‘strategio retreat”, we as convinced opponents of
Communism, can but applaude Itis all the more
fitting that at this time, when a whole nation
mourns kim who oried a halt to Communist iu-
trans.gence, we too should pay our tribute to this

far-visioned and great son of Russia.
* ¥ *

Lonia.

THE latest official news from QCal-
nouh‘o:nlg'l_’rov" cutta about the recrudescence of
Revolutionary Violence in Bengal
mentions that there are at present detained in

sife oustody two persons admittedly agents of -

Bolsheviks in Moscow. May we suggest in this
connection that it would be a distinet advantage,
if the following quotation from & speecoh made by
Mr. Lioyd George in the House of Commons on
May 15th of last -year was borne in mind?

u Thiu propaganda in the East, * said Mr. George
“is not altogether Bolshevist. Any one who bas follow=
ed the History of the matter knows that up to 1904 Ruasia
wan sendiog large sums out of her Beorst Servics in order
to propagandize the East sgainst British Interests. It
wan throughly * well known. it was done in Poraia
Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Wuinstan. and in India. It
was woll known thas there were largs sums of money
being spent by the cld Russian régime in order to oreats
anti-British sentiment in all these conntries. What
happened ? In 1904 you had :the Reval meeting. A new
understanding was established with Russis. From that
moment the propagada ceased, Ie thera not a lesson in

that, that the esseniial preliminaly tothe cessation of

propaganda inthe East against British interests iz to
re-establish some sort of understanding? We taik about
revolutioniet and Tearist governmens. The Russian is
the thing that matters and there are really no funds
mental differences. When you come 10 meet these peopla,
the differences are not fundamental between your Tsariss

and your Bolshevist—I am npot talking now abous

dootrines—the moment they get on to foreign policy. ™
» » »

WE are reprinting to-day on another
page from the Crisis of this month
a résumé of the Third Pan-African
Congress and would draw particular attention to
the fact that amongst the chief speakers figures
none other than our present Sacretary of State for
India : and the most significant point about it re-
ally is, that his name is one that one would natur-
ally expect to find there“and anywhere, indeed,
where an attack against Colour Prejudice is being
led.
nate people born immune agains$ oolourphobia and
it seems to us that this in itself is his best title to
the new responsibilities with which he has now
been entrusted. For what we Indians primarily
want, sure!y, is pot 80 much somebody who agrees
with us, as somebody who can be trusted to

Pan-Africa and
India,

' agree or disagres with us irrespective of all pre.

conceptions as to racial superiority and inferior-
ty. And if any body has any further doubt en Sir
Sydney Olivier’s trustworthiness in this respeot, we
would ask him to refer back to our issue of November
8th, in which we gave a full abstract of his article
on ‘‘Colour Prejudice” in the October number of the
Contemporary Review,and add that the whole of
his career, in the Colonial Office service, as out
of it, has been but a practical application of the
principles enunoiated by him. In which latter
respect, he would seem the exact opposite to Ge-
neral Smuts who ie s¢* fond of enuneciating prin-
ciples in Europe, whilst his actions ia Afriea do
nothing but refute them : & p.int-which the same
Pan-African Congress, mentioned above, has not
been slow to drive bomae.
R » L

THE Swarajists, who claim to be as
true non-co-operators as the no-
changers and to differ from the
latter only in their willingness to employ ano-

ther instrument, namely,
oils, for achieving the same end—profess to be ut.
terly indifferent to British opinion and to see no dif-
ferenoe between a Conservative and a Labour gov-
ernment.

That Message.

N,
\

This is a mere affectation, for situated;

Sir Sydney is upparently one of those fortu-

the legislative ooun-,

|
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as India now is, no one can afford to disre.gard
" British puhlic opinion or fail to distinguish friends
from foes. If the Swarajisis were really indif-
ferent ta the course of political events in England,
an socredited organ of their views like . the Hindu
would not have taken the trouble to ask for and
obtain & message for India from Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald, after it was known that he would be
Prime Minister in a day or two. .Nor would the
Swarajists have been so lond in expressing their
disappointment at the message. But are they
really disappointed ? Did tbey expect th.e mnes:
sage, if one was to be given, to be different in sub-

atance from what they have now got? Did they !

expact him to say, * Go on with your programme
of wrecking the councils and bringing the admini-
stration toa stand-still. The Labour Party will sup-
port you " ? If they did so, they deserved to be dis-
appointed. Mr. Ramsay MacDonaldgave them, in-
deed, vary earnest and sound advice, when he said :
* % Wae have sesn in our own generatlon all sores of re-
volutionary movements whioh sesmed to be sucoessful and
which have broken contact with the past, but ia the end,
after muoh physioal sufferivg and oreation of evil
tempers and viciovs spirit, had to! return to pick up the
contacts they had broken aand apply the very principles
- they had rejected.’
- ointing the path of constitutionalism, he invited
. 1] Indians * to come near to us rather than stand
apart from us, to get at our renson and goodwill ;"
—~through that path, the Swarajists will do well
toeonsider, how best to re:spond io thia appeal.
. '

MR A. RANGASWAMI ATYANGAR,
Attitude Changed? 1, A, editor of the Swadesamitran

andleader of the Swarajis®sin the
‘Tamil distriote, has published & reply to this mes-
saga. inwhich he has attempted to show that Mr.
MaoDonald’s opposition to ‘policies designed to
bring Governmaent to a stand-still* is inconsistent
with the principles he stood for durinz the war and
until his re-entry into Parlinment in 1922, as well
as with the opinions he had formerly expressed
regarding India. What has brought about this
change of attitude in Me. MacDonald, accordipg
to Mr. Aiyangar, is the prospect of office and the
pecessity for keeping on the right side of the
Liberal Party in En:land. To prove that his atti-
tude towards India has undergone a change, Mr.
Aiyangar refers to a message given by him in
November: 1919 tarough Mr. Aiyvangar to the
Amritsar Congress regarding the Government of
India Act which was then being enacted. Mr, Mac-
Donald’s advice to the Congress was :

“To lay down the fuller and juster programme for the
pation and let every one concerned kaow that we ocobsi-
der oursalves bound to none of the provisions to which we
bave taken exception and go on using our inflaence to get
what we wans, "’

This passage does not at all bear ont Mr. Ajyan-
gar's contention. There is nothing in it to support
“policies designed to bring Government to a stand-
still’. In November 1919 there was no non-co-
operatios, no gonncil-boycott, nor council-wreck-
ing, and by a fuller and justsr programme Mr.
MacDonald cuuld not have meant the programme of
non-o0-operation. Mr. Aiyangsr refers to another
letter, of December 1922, in whioch Mr. MaeDonald

said that :

“ He had been closely following ail thé movements in
India during the past few years with'care aud sympathy,
but that whether he agreed or disagreed with some of
them, he had always considered them ag the sinocereefforss

of Indians to seoure their freedom and bappinesd and thay %

‘there was no change i his interest and concern in Indian
affairs,"” .

Mr. Aiyangar has apparently no respeot for the
intelligence of his readers. QOtherwise 'he would
not have expected thom to infer from these pass-

ages a change of -attitude towards India in Mr*
Ramsay MacDonald.
&

L4 »

A, serious situation threatens to
develop in Tapjore district unless
the authorities mest it with greattact. The mirasi-
dars or landholders, an influential avd fairly
numerous olage, are organizing a “po tax’” cam-
paign, in whioh big and amall, Hindus and
Muhammadans, Brahmans and non-Brahmans
have joined. The campaign is a protest against
the enhancement of land revenue, at 25 and 18 3/4
per eent. on first and second class lands res-
peotively , due to resettlement. Whether one
approves of direct action in this casge or not—and.
one's arproval depende very muoh on the circums- *
tances of each case and the consequences to be
anticipated—it must be conceded that the mirasi-
dars have a strong oase, In December last their
representative in the local legislature moved a
resolution to the effect that the collection of
enhanced revenue be suspended for one year at
loast from January 1924, till the principles of
land revenue settlements are embodied in legisla-
tion. Some time earlier a similar resclution had
been -passed by the ocouncil with reference to
another district, viz, Bellary. The (Government
however, opposed this resolution and it was
defeated by & narrow majority. The mirasidars
then wanted to wait in deputation. on the Go-
vernor, but the opportunity was denied them.
They then held a con'erence, at which they pro-
tested against the attitude of Government and
regolved to launch on a ‘no tax’ campaign if a
sufficient number of mirasidars - shouid favour it.

Anotlur Borsad ¢

A committees is touring the district to ascertain °

this and very soon the gonference will meet again
to consider ita report. From what is appearing
in the daily papers, it is perfeotly clear that the
campsaign will be started. The Government's con-
tantion is that Bellary a«d Tanjore are sconomi-
cally very different and therefore there would bs
no justification for suspending the enhanced rate
in the case of Tanjore, On the economio ground .
we believe the Qovernment is right. The real
objection, bgwever, is not economic but constitu-
tional, ,It is that the prineiples of . assessment
should be decided by the legislature and not by:
the executive. This position has been accspted by

the Government, and its spokesman has promised

next. Why then should the Governmernt not yiel
gracefully, but antogonise an Influential section
of the population 7 A loss of Rs 12 lakhs, it is said.
1t is not a great loss compared with the results of
ano tax campaign. Let the Madras Government
benefit by the example set by Bombay in the
matter of Borsad.
*

to introduce a Bill very soon, probably in Apri;/

* *

BY last mail we heard from Mr.
Vaze who by that time had been a
fortnight in Kenya. He had had an interview with
the Governor, who went over the whole White

Mr.S5.0G. Vaze.

Paper with him Whilst 8ir R. Coryndon’s latent

hostility was unmistakable, Mr. E. Denham, tha
Colonial Secretary, was as sympathetic, helpful
and understanding, a8 those who had the pleasure
of knowing him as Directorof Educationin Ceylon,
expected him to ba. Mr, Vaze was about to leave
Nairobi to attend the Indian Congress at Mombasa
and at this tims now is probably spending a couple
of weeks in Uganda. His further plans include
Tanganyika in February and areturn to Bombay

on Maroh 10ih, f

o'r‘
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THE NEW LEADERSHIP.

The long suspense, lasting for & month aud a
half since the British elections, is over and Mr.
MacDonald is at last ocoupying his rightful posi-
tion as His Majesty's Prime Minister. The bour-
geois world, which, up to the last moment of the
fateful vote in the Commons on the 21st, had been
fndulging in most variegated but almost uniformly
viclent prognostioations as to the risks and perils
of “allowing’ Labour to rule, has with a perfoctly
surprising change of tone given its universal ba.
nediction to Mr. MacDonald, once the inevitable
+ had bappened. Even the Rothermere organs, which
had tried to make people's hair stand on end with
pictures of Red Ruin and Bolshevism at White.
hall, meekly welpome Mr. MacDonald as quite a
safe man ; Mr. Leaf, Chairman of ons of the *‘Big
Five” in the banking world, voices “a definite
fouling of confidence and hope™ ; consols go up a
point; the “Daily Chronicle” ridicules the *pa-
picky talk of the past month”; and the “Morning
Post” pays the new Cabinet the grudging com-.
pliment of being ‘“‘more for show than for wear”,
Indian papers of all shades have been equally
ready to welaome the new Promior. Tke Times of
India’s leader of the 26th is a warm advooacy of
Labour's fitness to rule; the Bombday Chronicle of
the 25th is quite happy because Mr. MacDonald
_ expressed ‘‘sentiments with which no Muslim is in-
clined to quarrel” ; and the Voice of India though
it does “not expect mugh from him', manages to
expect him to *‘restore some of the dignity Britain
-has lost, some of the conventions of honour and fair
dealing, some of the ideals of a true commonwealth
of free nations,” Most amazing of all, even the

'~ Communists do not hail Mr. MacDonald's debut

with the shouts of “Traitor ! " which we for jone
had expected : on the contrary, the Labour Monthly
of January aotually says that “‘the first need for
all of us at the present moment, whatever our dif-

ferences, whatever our ¢riticiems and distrusts, is.

to unite in support of a Workers' Government”,
and even admits that “‘a Labour Government in a
minority cannot be expeoted to show easy success-
ful action or immediate results straight away.”

If such unanimity of approval surprises, the
surprise is somewbat diminished, if one looks into
the composition of the new Cabinet. For whose
opinions are not represented there ¥ Wae find ¢n it
distinguished Conservatives like Lords Parmoor
and Chelmeford; a great Liberal like Lord Haldane;
the Union of Democratic Control is represented by
men like C. P, Trevelyan and Noel Buxton; the
Fabians by Sydney Webb and Sydney Olivier ; the
L L. P. by J. R. MacDonald himself 4nd by Philip
Snowden; the extreme Left by John Wheatley. The
law ie there (Patrick Hastings ), mining ( Stephen
‘Walsh and Wm. Adamson) and for other Trade
Unijons we haveJ. R.. Clynes, Arthur Henderson,
J. H. Thomas and Thomas Shaw. Going outside the
Cabinet, we get four university professors { W.
Grabam, R. Richards, C, R. Attlee and A. Green-

wood); two Army men (Gen. C. B. Thomson and
Colonel J. Wedgwood ); a Christia® Socialist
( B. R. Slesser) ; a conscientious objector( Morgan
Jones ) ; a Jew ( E. Shinwell ) and a woman (Mar- |
garet Bondfield) ; a Co-operator (A. V. Alexander):
a oapitalist manufacturer (U. M, Leach) and two
tradesmen ( B. Spoor and Jas. Stewart).. The L
L. P. has a further representative in J. W. Jowett,
the U. D, C. in Arthur Ponsonby, and Liberalism
in Sydney Arnold ; whilst Trade Unions claim the ‘
the rest ( F. Roberts, H. Gosling, V. Hartshorn,
Feank Hodges, R. J, Davies, (. 8. Ammon, W. R.
Smith, W: Lunn and J. G. Lawson ). There is no
doubt about it, that the new British Government
is definitaly “Labour”: but no less oan there ba
any doubt about it, that it does not mean to rule as
s tyranny of class or opinion.

To people who will not distinguish between
Communists (who are convinced atistoorats, just
as Fascists are) and Socialists (who are convinced
democrats) this discovery has naturally come as
quite a surprise: though it need not have done 80,
if enly they had ever troubled to read what Socia-
lists themselves have besn saying all along-—cer-
tainly since the Libour Party (in 1917 ) came out
as a National Party, no longer intended to represent
the interests of one class, but of all workers, whe-
ther by hand or brain. Indeed, whatever Mr, Mac-
Donald may achieve for the cause of socialism, he
certainly is bound to accomplish a vast amount— .
and that immediately—for that of democracy., As
is notorious, the idea of parliamentarism, i. e. de-
maocracy, is 2t a heavy discount throughout the
world to.day. But if one probes into the contempt
into which “Government by Talk’ has fallen, one
finds that the rea_l cause for it is the system, which
places one party ia absolute cowmand during the
life time of & parliament, so that discussion is re-
duced to a mere epiphenomenon, of the same influ-
ence on events, as perspiration is on the speed of &
pedestrian, The reduction of alleged representa-
tives of the people to the status of performing ani.
mals, rushing, obedient to the crack of the party
whip, now into this, now into that lobby, oannof
but render contemptible people who submit to such
degradation. Yet for nearly a generation, such
has been the case and party tyranny has been gro- !
wing worse and worse during and after the years:
of the War. In faot Mussolini's parliamentary
“reform"” in Italy ( according to which any party
which gains the majority of votes in the country
is entitled to 2/3rds of the seats in parliament) is
not so much a caricature, as a logical expression
of this prineiple of Cabinet autooracy which sees
in members of parliament nothing bmt automatic
voting machines. _

Fortunately for democracy, the last British
elections have created a situation,and in Mr. Mac-
F Donald found a leader, who is capable of turning,
what to most people still seems a deadlook, into the
most fruitful opportunity for delivering demooracy
from the oreeping paralysis with which it is stri='

oken the world over. In the New Leader (nomen esg
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~ omen 1) of January 4th Mr. MacDonald contributes

an articly “In Parliament Tamorrow™, which we

venture to think will become classic. In ocontrast
$a the quidnuncs who in the press and outside ring
the changes on sums of addition and subtraction,
Mr. MacDonald asks to “let us take elementary
arithmetio for granted”. Instead of running his
head against the brickwall of a three-party atale-
mate, he leaps over it by proposing to “rule in the
House of Commons more by administrative suo-
cess than by a party force, whilst the legislation
that will be cgrried will have to be more in ac-
cordance than it now too often is with public de-
‘sires outside and the course of debates inside.” In
other words, Mr. Mac%ona]d definitely renounces
all idea of Cabinet autocracy and reliance on the
automatio working of the party machtne. On the
contrary, he consciously aims (and says so in so
many words) at the loosening of party bonds : and
the composition of his Cabinet most certainly isnot
only proof of kis earnestness and of his consum-
mate skill in this direotion, but also a pledge
of continued success. Being a great leader,
being serenely confident of the rightness of his
aims, he is quite content to govern by an appeal
to the free judgment of the members of the legisla-
ture, by an educational propaganda in the country,
" by the inspiration of the great ideals themselves
for which he and his friends atand.
thinking and free voting ”, as Mr. Brailsford puts

it, will thus once more make Parliament *‘the great L

and free instrument of government” which it was,
bofore the machine age reduced it to its own
standards of soulless automatism. As a natural
consequence, Mr. Macdonald does not intend to
turn every division into a vote of confidence,
‘Whilst holding generally to party principles and
conceptions of policy, members will be expected
to use their own judgment and vots aceordingly,
irrespective of party allegiance. As a conse-
quence, the Government will be ready to submit to
- sach smendments to its own proposals, as oxpress
the reasoned will of the House and of the country,
without feeling obliged to resign merely because
an adverse vote on some secondary matter has
been carried. The Governmenf will resign, when
the House of Commons in so many words calls

upon them to resign, just as, Mr. Baldwin was ‘
| votion whieh no money ocan buy.

oalled upon to resign these few days ago: but it
will not resign a monmnt earlier. As a further
vonsequence, the new Government will undoubted-

ly set up Parliamentary Committees, which will |

be compospd of men of all the three parties, to ad-
vise and even control administration: a method
which will ensure that general policies will be

adopted and specific steps taken, not in compliance |

with party nlubboleths, but with reason, The pri-
wate member wiil comp into his own again and
measures will once more be sorutinized on thelr
merxts.
" A leader who proposan to lead sowisely and
along such attractive paths of rediscovered com-
mon sense, fan'ness and goodwxll will, we ventura

** Candid

after.

to think, not be displaced in a hurry. As far as
one can sée, the three party system has come to
stay, and to atay for good. In this generation af
least it seems doubtful--though the three parties

| then may not be the three parties to-day—whether

the voters of GQreat Britain will ever again give to
any one party the overwhelming majority which
they remember only too well the Georges and Bald-
wins to have misused and squandered. After the
shams and bluffs of Mr. George, after the comatose
" tranquillity " of Mr. Law and after the pathetic
ineptitude of Mr. Baldwin, it is indeed not saying
much thot Mr, Macdonald will prove by far the
better man, With such & man the British nation
is not going todispense aftar & month or even
after a few months. Mr, Macdonald suggests that,
as each parliament has already a maximum dura-
tion ( of six years }, 50 also should it have a mini-
mum duration, say, of three years: and we on our
part are sabguine enough to prophecy that mini-
mum duration for Mr. MaoDonald's government
itself. And those of our readers who are not of our
way of thinking, we would merely ask to ponder
the following quotation taken from the New States-
man of the 5th inst. : “ If Labour i{s speedily. dis-
placed from office, the chickens of industrial une

| rest, hatched under its administration, will come

to roost on the perches of those who eviet it. And
to the industrial unrest will be added the sense of
political resentment to which the eviction of
Jabour by a oombinatxon of the other parties will
meﬂtably give riss,"

No, contrary to all shallow judgment and
superficial appearances, the Government which
came into power on the 14th of January will be
both strong and secure. And if that is so, the cause
is above all things to seek in the fact that the
men who have now assumed control are inspired
by definite ideals and are not ashamed to own
them. The Labour Party, as Sydney Olivier teoll-
ingly desoribes it in the Ninefeenth Century of
this month, is pervaded by religious fervour, pride
of party and, above all, real comradeship.
It is for this reh.son, that, poor and uninfluen.
tinl, the party has been able to increase its
representatives In Parliament from one forty
years ago to 192 to-day ; it is for this reason that
it can always count on voluntary helpers of a de-
The Labour
Party is not a party of idealists in the semse of
men who, abstraoting from the world as it is,
dwell in a Cloudcuckoo Land of their own. ' But
still less ara they a party of materialists, who con-

+ sider that the world as it is, must remain. as it is.

and money to-day are masters, and men buk their
slaves :  but they are also determined, that this in-
verasion of the true order shall cease. Man, human
porsonality firat; interests of this or that “in

dustry” this or that ' country” after; a long way
The present Goverament is composed of
all sorts of men: but one thing all of them have
in common, ‘ph'at none of them are * moneyed.”

They are men who know only too well tha\p\:wer
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Originally Coneervatives, Liberals or Labour,
they are all agreed in making the human factor
paramount, whether in politics or in economics.
A soulless bureaucracy and plutocracy thinks only
in terms of Prestige or of Profits : Mr..Macdonald
and his friends will insist on thinkingin termsof
buman happiness. This is the great revolution, a
revolution of thought, in the business of govern-
ment, ' which was ushered in a week agb;
this the greatest of all victories, which de-
mooracy, the rule of the common people,
has achiaved for many a long day. Neither idea-
lists nor materialists, the new leaders of the Em-
pire have come forward as true Realists, basing
themselves on the power of the common people,
and ready to prove to them that their common
humanity can be made the dominant factor in
statesmanship. Having all the brains, they also
have now the power, for translating thetr faith into
fact : a power which with increasing oconfidence
all people of goodwill—~and not in Britain alone—
will desire to see remaining in their handa.

For if such is the new leadership, who would
not follow it ?

i

THAT DEAR ALLY.

THE signing of the treaty of alliance between
_France and Czecho-Slovakia marks yet one more
stage on the road towarde European domination,
so stoadfastly pursued by France since 1918, A
glance at the map will show -that encircling Ger-
many in the east there lie Poland and Czecho-Slova-
kia : both of them now avowedly pledged to act as
France's vassals in all but name. Linked wup
with them are Yugoslavia and Rumania, who bet-
ween them dispose of the following standing

army —
Czechoslovakis 150,000
Rumania 250,000

- Poland 250,000
Yugoslavia 250,000,

a total of nine lakhs of men under arms, In the
Waest, Franoe disposes of a “peace” establishment
(in December 1921 ) of 736 000, to whom the Bel-
gian contingent of one lakh must be added. The
whole of this formidable total, moraover, is oné or-
ganic whole under unitary control: and not only
. 80, but the armies themselves of the French eclient
states, are officered by Frenchmen to quite an
increJible degree. By way of example let us quote 1
 Poland where on Feb, 19, 1920 ( according to an
answer given in the Chamber of Deputies) the army
_contained no less than 9 French generals, 723 otharﬁ
officers and 2120 rank and file: a number, which
in November 1921 was sdmittedly doubled! Again,
jn Czechoslovakia is situate the famous}Skodra
Works which used to supply the whole Hapsburg
Empire with arms : this factory, needless {to say,
has now become & mere branch of the correspond-’
ing Frenoh Creusot-Schneider works. In this
.connection, it seems curious that a conspiracy"
of gilence snould have been maintained regarding

N

the origin of those arms, destined for Afghanistan,
which are still being detained at Bombay. When
a political orime is being committed in Bengal the
headlines the very next day shout of * Soviet
arms '’; when, some time ago, a cargo of sword-
sticks was being restailed in Calcutta, the press
was full of “ German swords™: why then, one won-
ders, this delicacy about calling those arms lying
in Bombay * French rifles " when the outburst at
the time of the Afghan Minister af Paris had

'praotioally given away the show already ? The

maintenance of this fiction of thes* Entente” is
suraly oue of the most curious of Curzonian gad-
gots, when it is the most patent of facts that the
bulk of all French exports to-day oonsists of war
material, directed in the last instance against
England. But why say even, in the last instance,
when nobody has forgotten yet that it was Creusot-
Schneiderthat armed Kemal Pasha’s armies against
the British forces then operating againet them ?
All these “exports™ of course are costly? where
then does the money come from to pay for them ?
Assuredly not from bankrupt states like Poland
&o, No, France obligingly lends the amount re-
quired to these sountries, and in turn paya her ar-
mament firms by money borrowed on her part from
her small rentrers, who in turn are promised that
ultimately “Germany will pay all”. Thus there

| are at the present moment due the following sums,

practically all for war material ( pf ¢ourse Manu-
factured in France |) :

by Belgium . 3772 million francs

Czechoslovakia ~ 542 :
Poland = ... - 1328 '
" Rumania .. 1254
Yugoslavia ... 1747
- 8643

.+ Ig then Franoce so rolling in money, that she
can afford all this largesse # The following figures
tell their own tale, representing as they do the
annual deficits incurred :

in 1919 42600 thillion {ranocs
1920 ees 38300
1921 ..’ 30500
1922 re -~ 30800
-~ 1923 ee 35200
177400

The steady drop of the franc in the markets o
the world is at last attracting attention, not only
in our news éolumns, but in France itself. The
following table will show the fluotuations during
the last four years: '

Francs to the £ Franos to the$ !

1020 | from 40'S3 to 5745 |from 1075 to - 1748
21| , 4546, 6159 . 181, 1718
2| . A7~ o TIBL.§ 4 1371, 1606
1928| ., 6298 . 8593 | . 1IB 19'80{
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These figures are unmistakable signs of the
sgrowing lo¥s of confidence in a cvuntry which year
in, year out, fails to meet its debts and pats off its
-oreditora by the products of the printing press. The
-only surprise is, not, that the frano hasdepreciated
80 much, but that it has not depreciated more.
*-Sinoce the £ itself of course has depraciated (against
& pre-war parity of $ 4'86 to the £, to-day’s quota-
~tion is $ 4'22), the true index must be soucht in the
dollar exchange. Clearly, the hopes of France, to
=8gueeze enough money out of (Germany to meet
her defioits, have® hitherto broken the drop: but
now that the whole pitiful failure of the Ruhr ad-
~venture stands revealed, that retarding factor has
been removed, with the result that to-day the $ is
worth already_22'50 francs. As a French wag
bitterly commented on M, Poincaré’s promise that
the occupation of the Ruhr would henceforth be-
-come “invisible”: “Like the Reparations, one

-supposes |

The French people, thrifty and inclined to
meanness, &3 peasantry the world over is, have
hitherto been ouly too ready to point their blind

-gye to the unspeakable infamies perpetrated by
France in the oocupied German territories ( infam-
ies which just now are once more glaringly ex-
-emplified in the Separatist terror fostersd and
kopt alive by General de Metz’s orders in the
Palatinate ) : in the fond belief that anyhow these
“measures” would ultimately produce the hard
eash, Now the bubble is bursting ; the franec is in-
-exorably falling, the cost of living in France as
‘inexorably rising ; a tardy 207 increase in taxation
has in addition had at last to be resorted to—and-
worst of ali for M, Poincaré et Cie., the general elec,
-tions of April are drawing ominously near. 8o
-once more, the mills of God, certainly grinding
.very, very slowly, may yet turn out to be grinding
.exovedingly fine : at all events, the time seems to
-be propitious for some plain speaking on the part
-of the naw British Fareign Secrdtary, and for a
oonsequent international re-orientation. And if
.anybodj can effect this still, Mr. MacDonald cer-
tainly should be able—and willing~—to do it. Good
Juck to him.

‘A CLATM FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

‘THE Kathiawar Hitawardhak Sabha has addressed
.a representation to the Governor- General urging
~the clsims of certain portions of Kathiawar which
.are under British administration to constitutional
reforms. It is a well reasoned document which we
hope will receive the earnest attention of His Ex.
.oellency. The peninsula of Kathiawar has an area
-of 23,445 square miles of which 1,265 sq. m. belong
40 Baroda and 1,298 sq. m. are incorporated in
Ahmedabad distriot, leaving 20,882 sq. m. to form
.the Political Agenoy of Kathiawar, No fewer than
193 separate states are found in this area, but only
.about a dozen of them are of any importance on
yaccount of area, population or revenue, The vast

mmajority of them are ridiculously smali—about a
¢

third of the whole number consisting of single vil-
lages or portions of villages—and would not under
any sensible arangement have been dignified with
the status of a ‘state’. As it is manifestly ab.urd
to expeot the owners of all these little patches of
soil to disocharge the funotions of a government, tha
more important of them, 82 in number, have been
graded, since 1863, in seven classes and given pos -
wers of administration in a dimishing degree, only
the first two olasses having plenary powers,
the remaining 111 being combined in thana circles
and deprived of all powars of administration. These
thana circles and four Civii Stations, comprising
in all an area of more than 5,000 s, miles, are un-
der the direct jurisdiction of the Agenecy. It is for
tkis area, which has ao loug been under British
administration and which in future also is bound
to be under British administration, that the Hita-
wardhak Sabha most legitimately claims oonstl-
tutional reforms. It rightly urges:

“ In view of the fast that the administeation of all this
territory has to be dischargad by the British Goveroment
and that the people forming its population have their
welfare entirely in the hands of the Brilish Government
as much as that pf the people in British India, Your
Ezxcellency has to consider whether the present ont-of-date
methods of Government are to be continued or that they
are to be replaced by a system of Government, less
autocratic, more constitutional and susceptible to popular
opinion. ™

The Kathiawar Agency isnot a backward azea
like the Agency tracts of Madras or Chota Nag-
pur. In education and general enlightenment
the people are as advanced as those in British
India The Sabha therefors urges that a constitu-
tion and system of administration similar to that
prevailing in British Indian provinoes should be
established in Kathiawar also; that is to eay, it
asks for a legislative council with a majority of
elected non-official members, enjoying the powers

“of interpellation, moving resolutions and voting on

the budget, a judiciary which is entirely indepen-
dent of the executive, an exesutive which is con-
trolled by law and deprived of arbitrary and
autocratio powers, and municipalities and local
boards with non-official mojorities and elected
presidents. The legislative authority at present is
the Governor of Bombay and laws are promulgat-
ed as directed by him. * No preliminary stags
hae been cocsidered necessary, which may serve
a8 a guarantee that the law enacted has beon ma-
turely deliberated upon, still less has there any
opportunity been glven to the public or any re-
presentatives of the public for discussion or for the '
expression of any opinion for suggesting any al-
ternative to the proposal.” It iscertainly an ana~
ochronism that all legislative power should be ves-
ted in an individual, bowever exalted he may bae.
The entire civil and eriminal jurisdiction is vested
in executive officers who have had no previous jue
dioial training either on the bench or at the bar,

and the higher officers are most often military offi-
cors. It is surely too late to let the system conti«
nue. The unbounded powars of the exccutive ara
thus sat forth by the Sabha :
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% The officers entrusted with executive powere mex
seize hold of any person and confine him to a prison with-
out B written warrant to the jailor, without informing the

impriscned person of the acounation agsinst him and with- . . .
-ing valuable contributions to thestudy of the pro-

out any opportunity for defence. They may have any person
living within the agency areas forcibly ‘externed beyond
those limits and prevented from entering them agaiu,
without giving any warning or taking any steps whioh
mav justify their action in the eyes of impartial observers.
There is no independent judiciary that may be appealed
to as guardians of liberty acd the safeguards of the reign
of law; Do representative assembly where ministers of
atate or other exeoutive officers may be questioned on
matters of publoe interest or methods of administration
or partmular instances of the exercise of executive
authority. '

As to local salf-government tbere iz no treoe of
it yet in the Agenocy, the only two municipalities
that exist being managed by officials assisted by
gome nominated members only.

" There is now an exesllent opportunity for in-
augurating these reformas, in as much as the Kathi-
awar, Cutch and Palanpur . Agencies, which have
till now been under the Governor of Bombay, are
shortly to be brought under the jurisdiction of the
Governor General himself, . Conditions in Palan-
pur Agenoy are more or less gimilar to those in
Kathiawar, and though for obvious reasons the
Hitawardhak Sabha has confined itself to urging
the clains of Eathiawar, thereis no reason why the
two agencies should not be amalgamated and pla-
oed under one legislative and administrative au-
thority. Though these areas have been admini-
stered by the British as much as British Indian pro-
vinoes, by a legal fiction whioh ought not to have
come into existence, they are treated as foreign
territory, given the name of Agencies and oconsig-
ned to unprogressive and autocratic rule. In es-
sential respects thay are not unlike Berar, which
enjoys an advanced form of Government.. In fact,
if Berar could well form part of the C. P. admini-
stration, there is no reason why the thanas of
Kathiawar and Palanpur Agenciesshould not form
part of Bombay Presidency. That would undoubt-
edly be the best course from every point of view
and neither the people of the Agencies nor those of
QGujarat are likely to be opposed ta it. But if for
some reason or other that course be not practicable,
then the amalgamation of the Agencies under one
suthority, and endowing them with the form of
government urged. by the Hitawardhak Sabha,
should commend itself toc the Government of

-India - 8 & -minimum, the reasonableness
and loglo of whloh surely are unanswerable.

THE INDIAN ECONOMIC CONFERENLE
I

THE Seventh Indian Economic Conference held m A

Bombey Iast weok, was a distinot success, A large
number of eoonomlste from dlﬂ'erent parts of India
were present. though Caloutta was, I believe,
unrepreeented end one missed some promlnent
economists like Professors Kale, Coysajee, Jevons,
Radhakamal. Mukherjee and Mr;: Manobar Lal. The
Becretaries of the Conference were fortunate in

' Elected Boards

getting a man of the ability and exparienoe of Sir-
M. Visvesvaraya to preside. Abouttwefity papers
oqvering a wide variety of subjects,—a few mak--

blems they dealt with—were discussed. Nor was.
the social side forgotten :the members were given
abundant opportunities to get to know one another,
and to have informal talks and discussions. A
few spots on the sua there were: the printed:
papers should have been in the hands of members
atleast & week before the meeting of the Conference,..
so that they could have been “taken as read” with
greater justice, and the discussion would bave baen
more thorough and thoughtful. In the second plaoce,.
gomie of us f It that the atmosphere ofthe meet~
ings in Bombay was not as calm and judicial as

. the ocoasion demanded, and as one found, for ex-

ample, the session in Lahore. Perhaps in future-
all demonstrations on the part of the public should
be forbidden, as it is forbidden at any inquiries
of a Royal Commission; for truly the problems

"of economics need to be discussed in as impartial

and dispassionate a spirit as those before any
Royal Commission.

The Economie Conference, it is well-known,
does not pass any resolutions ; and Sir M. Visves--
varaya suggested in his concluding jremarks that
it should do so, The wisdom of such a step, how-
ever, is open to question. In economics, much
more than in politios, opinions have to be weighed’
as well as, or perhaps more than, counied; and,.
moreover, the Economic Conference Jwill have
enough to do in stimulating and eduocating econo-
mic opinion in the country.

The Presidential address was a vigorous plea for-

_the economio regeneration of India to be -brought .

about by means of a new economio structure,
of Industries are to be
established in every province to work under
the control of a Minister of Development,
who is to be adviged by a8 Development Committee
of the looal Legislative Council. There are fo be-
popular Development Committees-in every district,
city and village. The Central Board ia to have-
its subordinate and expert staff in the distriots to-
assist and to work in oollaboraluon twith the looa[
committees. The “business of these local com-
mittees ia to promote agriculture and industries, .
to look to the spread ot' education, including voca.
tional education, and “to maintain the/atatistics
of their localities. -There is to be an initial eco-
pomio survey of the province, and on the basis of
this, progress is to be watched by yearlyandperi-
odical stock-taking. Such is to be the'new econo-
mioe structure ; but over and above this there are
special ways in which the Stata oan help. The
manufacture of railway materials can be helped
by the Government placing orders for thesa
materials within the country; that of losomotives,
machinery and motor cars by . suitable subsidiea
and freight concessions, and guaranteed dividends;
the steel industry by adequate protection. Further,
the present systom of currency musé ba replaced
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by a gold standard ; and techrnical and commer-
cial educltion must be pushed forward, Finance
ig a difficulty; but Sir Visvesvaraya would suggest
aloan. " We spent Rs, 150 orores or mora on-the
-great war., We might as well add to that debta
little more to fight ignorance and poverty.” “If
-these measures are adopted, there is every proe-
pect that we wmay be able to double production
-from agriculiure, and quadruple that from indus-
-tries, in less than fifteen years,” and * the material
-progress of the country will proceed at a pace
which will astdhish the world.”

~ The enfhusiasm of the Presidential address is
-oatohing, but a critic may perhaps say that it
makes too light of the financial difficulty-—it
may not be only * a little more * that will be neces-
-gury to finance the big projects suggested—and
that it places too much reliance on mere economio
“structure.’ It is curious to read side by side with
this Dr. Mann’s lament at the recent Board of
Agriculture meeting at Banglore that “with Indian
cultivators there is too often a hiatus bstween de-
-monstration and practice.” One feels that
-here a8 in many other things the truth lies some-
-where in the middle.

R. P. PATWARDHAN.

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS—
A TRAVESTY,

THE formation of the 'mew ministry in
‘Madras raises matters of constitutional impor-
tance, having no parallel with the present condi-
~tions in any self-governing country and having no
support in the past in any country where respon-
-gible government has becoms * a fait accompli. *
The Governor in a communigue annousnced
that it be established as a convention that the
ministers resign before the formation of the new
-eouncil. There is more than meets the eye here.
Constitutional conventions as followed in ordered
-constitutionally progressive countries demand
that the old ministers, unless defeated in the elec-
tions, should face the new council and take
its verdict, bué here in Madras—and in other
provinces as weall—a different convention has
‘been adopted.  The convention, which in Euog-
" land has been very largely a result of acoident
and absence of design, has here been diotated
by the Governor. In éffect, the resignation of
the ministry owes its origin to the convention
whose aponsor has been the Governor.]] The
*Justice’ party has not been returned on any party
~ry or programme but it has happened-—as it 'will
always happen—that most of the M, L. ('s are
Non-Brahmins and the * Justice * party has
olaimed them all in its fold—an ipse dixit based on
“the ground that Non-Brahmins ipso facto belong to
the Justice party, taking for granted that it is
a party, Recently however the olaim has been
‘proved to be utterly hollow by the forma-
tion of a Non-Brahmin opposition. The faot that
the ministers did not resign during the Iast three

L]

yoars when they were defeated on any important
measure and that after the General Election they
resigned as a result of the press communique,
goes to illustrate another convention being estab-
‘lished ( notwithstanding any section in the QGo-
vernment of India Aot or any instructions laid
down in the Joint Committee Report} viz, that
ministers depend in reality, besides formally, on
the Governor for * getting into " and *’ getting on
with ” their office. It ocomes to this that the
ministers hold their office during the pleasure of
the Governor, while the Executive Counecillors
sometimes are evern in a worse plight in as much
as they have to serve two masters, the Governor
and the ministers, as can be illustrated by the case
uf the late Sir K, 8. Aiyangar anent the introduct-
ion of the Irrigation Bill, who resizned as he did
not care to continue in office on sufferance.

In this conneotion the position. of the: English
Prime Minister may be considered. In the words
of Alston: “The Englich Prime Minister serves two
masters, If the Howuse to which he owes his
elevation turns against him, he can destroy it and
appeal for support to the nation ( or even possibly
hold office for a time, relying on the support of
the sovereign till smoother times come round—
though this is scarcely conceivable, unless the
country passes again through some great crisis
such as that at the end of the 18th century); while
on the other hand, he may continue to act as if
quite indifferent to the general feeling of the
nation, provided only the Majority ia for him",
It will be thus seen that the two constitutional
masters #hom the English Prime Minister has to
gerve, may even be defied by the Indian ministers.

" A case in point is supplied by the debate on
the " noconfidence ” motion by Mr, C. R. Reddy.
In defence of the ministry, the Hon. Mr. ( now
Sir ) A, P. Patro is reported to have said that the
ministers are individually responsible. It is not -
known whether he was alive to the full signi-
ficance of his statement. Either the ministers
are responsible or not. If they are responsible,
their responsibility is individual or collective.
If according to the Hon. Mr, Patro, they are
individually responsible, the resultant product
is American departmentalism, not the English
cabinet government. There is no necessity then
that the ministers should belong to the same
party. The fact that they are or profess to be of -
the same party, outs' the ground underneath the
argument emphasising individual responsibility,
and affords overwhelming evidence in support of
the contention that the ministers are ocollectively -
responsible,  If they are oollectively responsible
they must resign in a body and accept office
as & body. What has now happened is that
the . ministry having Tresigned as a body, a
truncated body with the repudiation of
one arm has acoepted office with the substitution
of a new arm. In England even as early as 1765,
the principle of cabinet solidarity had gained
ground. Referring to Rockingham’s first ministry;
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Lord Chesterfield writes, { vide Government of
England by Hearn, pp. 212-13 ) “I do not
remember in my times to have seen so much at
once a8 an entire new Board of Treasury and
two new Secretaries of State ocum multis
aliis.” Again Lord Morley in his life of Walpole
observes: “ As a general. rule, every important
piece of departmental policy is taken to commit
‘the entire cabinet, and its members stand or fall
together. The Chanocellor of the Exchequer may
be driven from office by a bad dispatoh from the
Foreign office, and an excellent Home Seoretary
may suffer for the blunders of & stupid Minister
of War. The cabinet ig a unit—a unit as regards
the sovereign and a unit as regards the legis-
lature. Its views are laid before the sovereign
and before Parliament, as if they were the viows
of one man. It gives its advice as a single whole,
both in the royal closet and in the hareditary or
representative chamber, The first mark of the
cabinet, as that institution is understood, is
*united and indivisible ( not individual ) responsi-
bility.” This famous passage from the pen of the
Late Viscount Morley, is supported by the more
authoritative utterance of his chief, Mr. Gladstone.
He said, *"As the Queen deals with the cabinet,
Juet s0 the cabinet deals with the Queen. The
soverein is to know no more of any differing
views of differing ministers, than they ars to
know of any oollateral representation oi the
monarchical office; they are an unity before the
sovereign and the sovereign is an unity before
them; while each minister is an adviserof the
Crown, the cabinet is an nnity and none of its
.members can advise as an individual without, or
in opposition, actual or presumed, tohis osllea-
gues,” It would be absurd to speak of oollective
responsibility in thie sense as applied to the
Madras ministgrs. . '

The next question that arises is “To whom
are the ministers responsible ™ This ground has
been partly traversed. In theory they are respon-
gible to the council and through it to-the electorate.
In practice they are responsiblé o the Governor,
The first would imply the - resignation of the
miristry, if it gets defeated on any important
governmental measure. Some members of the
Madras counoil are of opinion that for the minis-
ters’ sins of omission and commission, the party
is responsible. That is altogether the negation of
ministerial responsibility, a& sine gqua mon of re.
-sponsible government worth the name. When im-
portant governmental moeasures are defeated
the ministry does mnot resign., The question
of responsibility to the electorate too has been
brushed aside by the ministers. The Religious
Endowments Bill'has been carried through in the
teoth of the opposition of the eleotorate, and in
view.of the large measure of protest and the

volume of publio opinion against it, assent has
beon withheld and the Bill has been referred back
to the new aouncil for reeonsideratiop. The

™~

9"The italics are mine.

hd

membars of the Justice party might have defined
their attitude towards & question of thekind and .
might have c¢anvassed with an election ory
defining their views in relation to a question of’
the kind, In practice the Governor's diotating a
convention and dictating the choice of ministers
( whereas in England the choice of ministers
is limited ) serve only to strengthen the belief that
the ministers, in praotice, are respcnsible to the
Governor ; but then, what is the dividiog line
between the reserved half and the transferred
half

. o .

On the other hand, if the ministers are really
responsible tothe legislature. why should the nomi-
nated eloment ih the counoil be allowed to vote
on an important measure like the * no confidenoe ™
motion moved by Mr. C. R. Reddy in the losal
council on the 27th November, when properly
speaking the gquestion must have been decid-
ad by the elected element purely ? This is per-
haps another convention,by whioh the reseved half,
according to the leader of the House, Sir Charles.
Todhunter, endeavours to develop what is admit-
tedly a transitional and imperfeot form of govern-
ment? Why should the Chief Minister have had
regourse to an exceptionable procedure such as
sending a whip ordering members to vote against.
the ‘*no confidence™ wmotion ? - Another conven-
tion perhaps is the voting of the ministers also
against the “no confidence’ motion. This may
pari passy be applied to elections of presidents in
local boards and municipalities. When there are:
two or more candidates who contest the president-
ship, why not ailow them to vote for themselves?
On its very face, this is ridiculous. Similarly
when  ministers are indicted, they oan not be al-
lowed to vote. The neutral attitude of Bir. K. V..
Reddy ex-minister, was legitimate, constitutional
and therefore commendable.

The inevitable inference is that the English
conventions, which bave been very largely the:
result of accident and absence of design are destori-
ed and introduced into India and that. ic is
foared, the ultimate result will be that so called
Responsible Government, even on a limited
scale as it has been given, will be npeither
responsible, nor ordered Government 'and the so-
cailed reforms a farce. - -

This fear is confirmed when we contrast the
powers of an Indian minister with those of an.
English mioister. We can allow the minister to
speak for himself.- { Vide the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. V.
8. Srinivasa ‘Sastri’s Presidential Address Dee.
1922 ) “I am Minister of Davelopment minus Forests
and you all know that development.depends a good
deal on forests, I am Minister ¢f Industries with-
out Factories which js. & reserved subject
and induatries without faotories are un-
imaginable. I am Minister of Agriculture minus
Irrigation ......... I am also Minister of Industries.
without Electricity whioh is also a reserved
subject.” Referring to the English Premier, Mr.
Low says : “Backed by a stable and substantial

| majority in Parliament, his power is greater than

that of the German Emperor or the American
President, for he can alter the laws, he can impose
taxation and repeal it and he can direct all the
forces of the state. The one condition is that he
must keep his majority, the outward and con-
craete expression of the fact that the nation 13 not
willing to revoke the plenary commission with.
which it has clothed him", :
' A 8, VENEATARAMAN,
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"THE THIRD PA.N-AFRIC‘AN CONGRESS
The following resolutions were passed t
The exeoutive Committes of the Third Pan-African
Congress, mesting in London and Lishon in November,1923,
regards the followlr g matters as those whioh seem to them 4o
embody the legitimate and immediate needs of the pecples
«of Afrioan descent. . .
). A voioe in their own government.
2. The right of acoess to the land and its resources.
3. Trial by Juries of their peers under established forms
cflaw. )
4, Freo olomontary education forall; broad tlnining_in
m odern industrial technique; and higher trainiog of sele-

-

L
A oted talens.

J 5. The development of Afrioa for 1he benefit of Africans

_ and not merely for the profit of Europeans. .

-8, The abolition of the slave érade and of the liquor
traffio. : .

7. World disarmament and the abolition of war; but fail-
ing this and as long as white folk bear armsageinss black
folk the right of blacka to bear arms in their own
defenoce. .

8, The organization of commerce and indastry soasto
make the main objects of ospital and [obour the welfare
of the many, rather than the enriching of the few,

Theae seem to us the eight general and irreducible needs

-of our people. ) ‘

Speocially and in particalar we ssk for;ithe oivilized
British subjecta in WEST AFRICA and in the WEST INDIER the
institution of home rule and responsible governmect, without
disorimination as to race and color.’

We nsk for such areas a8 NORTEERN NIGERIA,
UGAKDA and BASUTOLAND, s development of native law,
industry and education with the specific object of training
them in boms rile and economie independence, s-d for even-

. sunl participation in the general Government of the land.

We ask for FRENCH AFRICA the extension of the citizen-
ship rights of voting and of representation in Parliament
from Senegal and thy West Indies to other parte of the
colonies as rapidly as the present comprehensive plans of
eduoation can be realized.
 We demand for KENyA, REODESIA and the UNKION OF

" BOUTH APRIOA the restoration of rights to the land tothe

.nativeg, & recognition of their right to a voice intheir own
Goversment and the abolition of the pretension of a white

" minority to dominate a black majority, and even to prevent
their appeal to the civilized world.

In the BELGIAKR CANGO we fail yet to ses any decisive
-¢hange from s regime of profit making and exploitation to
" an attemps to build modern civilization amcog human beings

for their own good and the good of the world. ' We demand a

rystem of state education, the recognition of bative law, a
- voice in Government and the ¢urbing of commeroial exploi-
-tatfon in that great land.

For tbe independent nations of ABYSSINIA, HAITI and
LIBERIA we ask not merely” political integrity but their

emancipation from the grip of economic monopoly and usury
-at the hands of the money-masters of the world,

For she Negroes of the UNITED STATES OF A MERICA We ask
the suppression of lynching and mob-law, the end of caste

- and she recogoition of full cit'zenship despite race and color.

We demand the restoration of the EGYPTIAN. BUDAN
to an independent Egypt.

We demand for PORIUGUESE AFRICA releass from
the slave-trading industris] monopolies financed in England
-8nd France which to-day null.fy the liberal Portuguese Code
in Mozambigue,

Weo urge in BRAZIL AKD CENTRAL AMERICA

that

peoples of Afrioan descent be no longer satisfied with a solution.

of the Negro .problem which fnvolves their absorption into
snother race without ellowing Negroes aasuch full recogni-
+ion of their manhood and right to be.

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

We ask the LEAGUE OF NATIONS to appoint direet
diplomatic representatives in the Mandated territories with
duties to Investigate and repors conditions,

We ask the appointment of representatives of tho
NEGRO racs on the Mandates Commission and in the Inter-
pational Labor Bureau,

» Infine, we ask in all the world that black folk be treated
as men. We oan sze no other road to Peace and Progreas.
What more paradoxioal firure to-day fronts the' world than
the offioial head of a great Sonth African Btate striving blind-
1y to build Peace and Good Will in Europe by standing onm
the necks and bearts of millions of black Afefoans '

For the Third Pan-aAfrican Congreas,
{Mrs.) Ida Gibbs Hunt,
Rayford Logan,

W. K. B. Du Bois.
Oommittee.

- CORRESPONDENCE,

THE AKALI MOVEMENT : WHAT IS ITS
OBJECTIVE? '
THE EDITOR, SERVANT OF INDIA, POONA.

SI1R,—Not long ago some of ouf Congress leaders were anxzious
to make it clear that the cbjective of the Akali movement in
the Punjab was not to establish a Bikh Raj but to help in the
establishment of Bwarajya. Although this view of the cass
was totally in variance wish the opinions openly expressed in
the public utterances of the Akali leaders during the past two
years, nos & few Congressmen were disposed to accept the ex«-
planation in the fervent hope that the Akali leaders would see=
the errcr of their ways and endeavour to turn 8 new leaf. It
1s clear as the nconday sun that no one in India is in favour
of the re-establishment of Sikh Rsjin avy part of Indis= In
the Punjab which may ba tald to be the homeland of Bikhs
the very notion of the re-establishment of the Bih Raj Is
sufficient to alarm the Hindué and Muhammadans who con«
stitute the majority of ti'e population of the province.

1 have ventured to write this lstter after reading the
speech made by Bardar Mangal 8ingh at the Akali Diwan
held at Cooanada on the 30th December, 23. The following
extracs from the speech in question apeaks for itself ;:—

“The Government for the fifth time have again come ont
with their last weapon so sacrifice us finally, snd in their
frenzy and fopaticism they have declared us unlawful and
heretios as (? tbough) we were condemned oriminals and
damned felons. Whas I tell you, therefore, is that this policy
of repression will not succeed with the Sikhs. It has failed
in the past and it is bound to fail this time and we are deter-
mined to see that it fai.a. Government do not seem to
have studied the Sikh hisiory to its advantage. They
do not kaow thas this is not only the 'first time that we have
been declared unlawful. We were deoclared unlawful at the
very birth. Remember we laid open our gates to the late
Government and we now P'Illh oh with our movement to
ostablish & Raj of our own in the Punjab. ‘

Now no one can say that Bardar Mangal 8ingh is an
irresponsible persoo. On the other hand it is well known
that he is one of the recognmised Akali leaders in the
province. The Diwan where he made the speech referred
to.above was held in connection with the Congress, and it
is algo well-known that BSardar Mangal Singh was pusin
oharge of the Akali gatberings held in Coconada during the
Christmas week, by the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak
Committee. What he sayscannot, therefore, be lightly dia-
missed as the ravings of an irreuponsillla agitator. It is
the opinion of good many Nationaliets that there should be--

. & olear understanding with the Akalis ss to the objeotive of

the 2kali movement before the Congress renders any further

" asgistance to she Akalis, My personal opimion - which I

know is shared by good many Nationalisis is that the Akalis

sim at nothing but the establishment of Bikh supremacy in
the Punjab. And this is an objective which e\ery patriotio
Hindu or Mukammadan is bound 0 oppose and condemn,

Leghore. 20-1-24. RaM Lu-’
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1. The Buddha And His Doctrine. By .
G. T Strauss. A popular and lucid ac-
count of Gautama’s life, teaching aund -
. philosophy. .~ ... - L e 214
2. The Mysticism of Sound. By Inayat
. Khan. ~ T .. 3 4
The Gospel of the Holy Twelve. An
original and complete Gospel. New Edi-
tion, with introduction and nctes by E.
Francis Udny, M. A, e 2007
4. ST. Francis of Assisi, By G. K. Che- i
sterton, Cane T e w 2 1
5. Beauty in Religion. By A. Maude
Royden. e w 2 14
The Theosophical Publishing House,
Adyar, . Madras,
INDIAN BOOK SHOP ,
George Town, Madms, ..
Revised and brought up-to.date, *
. THE
‘Indian Administration.
' FIFTH EDITION . ,
- . BY
Prof, V. G, KALE, M. A.
Professor, Fergusson College, Poona,
Member, Tariff Board,
This, the Fifth Edition, is thoroughly revised and brovght
-fop-to-date. In preparing-this Editior, the Author has re-

arranged and expanded his exposition of the constitutions]
and adminjstrative changen, Inaugurated by the Reforms Aect
of 1919. The developments in: the Indian Government, have
been dealt with chronélogically and logically and an effort has
heen made to bring out prominently, the peculiarities of the
new organisation and to give an insight into the working of
the: Central, FProvincial and Looal Admipissration. As the
economio, sccial and political bearings of various administra,
tive problems have been instructively dealt with in the book
Uagiversity students will find the present edition a very

helpful guide in bis studies. To the general reader, the present |

aditi_on will be very useful, as it gives full information regards
ing the Government, he has to influenee.

- Price Bs. FOUR. (Postage Extra. )
“lopies can be had of :—
(1) TEE MANAGER, ARYABEUSHAN PRESS,

-POONA CITY-
(ii) ALL PRINCIPAL BOOK SELLERS

. fof leading Cities and Towns in India.
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o the Manager, SERVANT OF INDIA.
Kibe Wa.‘da,"Bhudhwar Peth, POONA CITY.
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* THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOUENAL.

A high olams Unlv;rsity Journal. for the promotion of
original ressarch.. i ‘ .
. Four issues will be published during each academic year,
viz,, in Septembes, December, February, and May.
Editor—W. Burridge, M. A.,'M.B,, B.Ch., L.M.8,, 8.A.,and
N. K. S8lddhanta, M. A,,—supported hy a strong Consultatives
Board representative of ull the Departments in theUnivarsity..

Special Features..

The Journal will contain original contributions from
members of the Lucknow University and will also -publish
Vernaoular oontributions in Hindi or Urdu of a duitable
-oharaoter. It will contain portraits and illustrations fron:
time to time. It will also publish Reviews nnd Notices of all
important Books and Reports coming out in the edpoational
world. Another important feature of the Journal will bs the ,
publication of the latest news about University affairs &
other interesting informations about educational matters.

Annaal Subscription.
Town. Moﬁullil. Foreign.
For Students of the University, Rs. 2 0 .2 8)

) }105.
For ali others Rs.4 0 4 8 '
Matters for publioation should be sent to the EDITOR.
All business communioations relating to subscriptions and
advertisements should de sent to the Business Manager.
The Journal is an excellent mediam for advertisement.
For advertisemsut rates and other particnlars apply to—
M. B. REHMAN,
Luagnow UNIVERSITY, }
©er e LUCENOW, - :

Buainess Manager,
¥, Lucknow University Journal.
'LUCENOW :.."UFPEK ¥NDIA PCUBLISEING HOUSE,. Ltd. 4L
. *Aminabad Park.,:. . ; . .

LONDON : P: 8. KING & Fox8, Orchard House, 2 & 4 Great’

- Bmith Btreet, Westminister, Lond., 3.
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A wbhderful Discovery.

No medioal expert could say that there was ever a
guaranteed cure for diabetes Mrthe world. Our ocure for
diabetes is a Heavenly Biessing which never fajls to cure it-

reaay to offer it gratis to all Provincial Governmunts and.
she Chiefs for trial on the oondition tbat the results thereof
ate duly published for public information. We undertake
ponditional treatment on satisfactory terme. It ressores also

loss vitality and removes general debility of either sex. A

sample for srial at Ra. 3 will give complets satisfaction and.
vemove bias against advertisements in general.

Apply with 2 ss, postage for furtbeér particulars to:—
‘ G. B. KBORANA, LYALLPUR’

CUT ME OUT

and mail me, with your name and address, to

Good Luck Co., Benares City. R

I will bring you, per V. P, P, one COSSE SILK SUIT:

length for Re. 12 only. These pieces aie economical, bard-
wear and handsome ever made. o -

. Test them any way you please—WLy not give it a trial..

’
[OTPTTYT THATRY PETEEL TS
-

Nﬂme [ s Sy P TP T T ST

AQATOBB.caserres sevans sroune PP MY T PPETPRTILELY [OTRrTY ™

HINDU LAW.

'( 3rd . Edition )
BY

[~

d.;R, GHARPURE, Esq., B. ., 1L. 5., (Hons.}
© High Cpurt Vakil, Bombay.,
Price] Rupees Ten, Postage Extra
Copies ¢an be had at:— -

- THE Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.
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