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TOPICS OF THE WEEK

IF the recent spate of news about
Lesdon, Katataad A pglo-Afghan relations was already

ominous enough, the news of what
practically amounts to partial mobilization hardly
leaves any more doubt about the - real intenticn of
the English and Indian Governments. The recent
murder of some British offcers kas apparentily
brought all the “forward policy” entbusiasts to
the fore again and with *“Prestige”™ said to be at
stake, it looks very much as if they were to have
their way and India yet one more Afghan War,
Seeing that the last little adventure in this line
cost us some fifty erores, it does not need a prophet
to foresee that the next one will deal a fatal biow
at Indian finances, whick even all the Blacketts
and their salt will then be unable to preserve,
If there is still- time, we therefor hope that no effort
will be spared to prevent the outbresk of actual
hostilities. If murderers are sheltered on Afghan
goil, we, like everybody elss, would like them to be
brought to book. But we candidly do not see any
justification why indignation over the murder of &
European British subject should be greater than
over that of an Indian British subject, of whom
soores ara annuslly allowed to be blackmailed,

kidnapped and murdered as a regular matterof
routine in the daily life of the N, W. F. Prevince.
Let us by all means stop all these bo outrages:
but since former Afghan -wdars have not stopped
them, is it not sheer insanity to expect that yet
one more will ? When, two years ago, the Anglo-
Afghan Treaty of Peace and Friendship was con-
cluded, we, welocoming it as we did, yet said that
no peace and friendship in fhat quarter of the

world could last, unless peace and friendship

roigned firet of all between London and Moscow. {

These words were true then; they are still true

J

road to peace with Afghanistan does mnot lie
through the Khyber Pass, but through Moscow.
Why is this road :mt taksn ?

In its Gazette of the 13th inst. the
(overnor-in-Council of Bombay has
made “an announcement of policy” in the direo-
tion of Prison Reform. The introduction of an
Advisory Committee, as advocated by the Jails
Commission, is foreshadowed,to review periodical~
ly sentences, passed for five years and upwards, in
the light of the effect the serving of the sentence
is having upon the prisoner. This recommenda-
tion is one of the many made in the Commission’s.
Roport, but however thankful one ought to be for
small mercies, one eannot feel very sanguine about
the earnestness of a Government’s reforming zoal,
which starts, where it ought to end, without any
indication that it does not intend to end, where it.
has started. The Revising Board, we are told, is
to "judge how far the sentence has had a salutary
and reformative influence” ;: but is not the whole
oase for urzent prison reform- just based on this
very fact, that at present imprisonment is not in
tended and hardly ever sucoeeds to exert a salu-
tary and reformative influence, since its sole
object is only to punish ? There are no humanizing
influences at play in our prisons and -therefora the
whole grandiloquenos of these *‘Revising Boards™
will unfortunately, as things are, come to nothing
more, one fears, than to provide another reward for
those prisoners who give the minimum of trouble
to the prison personnel, As long as our prison
gystem sets out to break the will of prisoners, the
promised “reform” can in the best of circumstan-
ces do little more than reward those whose will is
most completely broken, i.e. who are least fit to
rosume life in the normal freedom of human life.
If, as one hopes, more than mere eyewash isintend-

ed, the Government will have to try again.
» » *

ON the other hand, we are glad ¢
Cularen’s Protec® he gble unreservedly to congratu-
late the Bombay Governmentso on

- i’fhon Rolnrm.
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progressive a piece of legislation,.as it now
embarks upon in the * Bombay Children Bill ”
published in a Gazette of the 6th. This Bill
is partly based on the Madras Children Act,
1920, and on . the English Children Act,
1908, and supplies a want greatly felt by all
Social Workers. It deals with two distinct and
and yet intimately conneoted subjects—the pro-
tection of children and the ocustody of youthful
offenders. As regards the former, it provides for
the removal to an industrial school or the commite
tal to a fit pevson ( preferably a relative) of
children who either are homeless or who are
under the care of eriminals, prostitutes &e. Part 3
deals with offonces against children and pro-
vides for the punishment of cruelty, neglect &e.
against children, “Causing or allowing a child to
beg" likewise becomes a punishable offence, but
religious mendicants may be exempted from - this
rule. And here we must express our surprise that
imprisonment not exceeding two years(l)is deemed
sufficient punishment for one who, being in charge
of a girl under 16, causes ber seduction or prosti-
tution. Quite apart from the obvious nead of rais-
ing that age to 18—in consonance with the age of
majority and consent-—will any one really pretend
that if a maximum of two years imprisonment
meets the offence of simple theft, that nothing'more
drastic is needed in the case of so heinous a
orimes a8 this? As regards youthful offen-
ders, normally commitmeant to a fit person or an
industrial school is provided for, though power ig
still retained to sentence them to imprisonment.
§23 is a useful seotion which grants the Court power
to order neglectful parents to pay a fine for an
offence committed by children of theirs and, best
of all, § 44 introduces the establishment of Juvenile
Courts. Altogether, the Bill is, werepeat, an admi-

rable and badly wanted piece of legal machinery;_

But it would of course be folly fo think that by it-
self it can ever effect the profection and reclama-
tion of unoared-for children. That, obviously,
will depend entirely on the “ocertified school ™
- which is to receive this doleful flotsam of child.life,
and on the spirit in which such institutions will

be carried on. 1t would be fatal to leave all this
to the State: centralized uniformity is the last
thing wanted in dealing with so frail and so in-
tensely individual a material, as the souls of these
little ones. We therefore look to rrivate endea-
vour and to a multiplicity of systems and experi-
ments by social workers who take up this as
their life work, as to the only guarantee for eloth-
ing the skeleton of a legal enactment with the
skin and flesh of human sympathy and thus turning
it from a mere dead letter into a living faot.
% * »

A refreshingly unconventional and
striking article written, not from
the flag-wagging and concession-exploiting, but
cuitural point of view is & notable feature of the
iast Challenge to hand. The writer, Mr. W, K.
Midgley, sums-up the recent Imperial Conference
as “a Directors’ meeting, reorganizing the busi-
nese ; but not only does he lament this state of

Imperial Cultare,

affairs—he is eandid enocugh to gay that na ocultue’
ral bond with England is possible, as long as the?
Colonies’ * cultura! level has not risen much above

that of a hardwara store.”
poverty,” the writer continues, " all the materia!
progress in the world will not atone, nor can our
interest in the life of the Dominions be deep and
wide until they begin to show more signs of mak-
ing their contribution, not only to our navy, but
to our bookshelves, ”
liove that the main reason, why ‘'the contributions

of the Dominions to anything that oan be called a |

culture of their own are so0o amazingly thin,” is
the nowness of these countries : as ff Time was the
prime factor and as if there was mo oculture but
that mellowed by age. Against this we would
like to know, how Mr. Midgley would xplain the
bursting forth of ancient Hallenio culture straight
from prehistoric savagery into supreme perfeotion
like panoplied Athene from the head of Zeus? No,
the Greeks worshipped Beauty, and they achieved
it; the Dominions ( with Amerioa as their ex-
emplar) worsghip the Dollar—and they aochieve
that. But this is really not to the point we wish-
od to make, which is that the writer in question
turns from the Dominions to India in the follow-
ing words: “ India shows how much wider our in,
terest is in a country with a oulture of its own-
even when inhabited by a race not of our blood,.
than in a country where material consideration
and material success have not yet had time to
sink to something approaching their proper level.
To which we would but add, that since this ie so,
an Empire, which ranks these Colonials as first
and Indians as second class oitizens, stands by
that fact revealed*as an engine o*f barbarism.

. :

Mughal Raj AN Associated Press message of the
B g *  12th inst. from Hyderabad stated
that

H. E. H. the Nizam bad fined one of his High Court
Judgea Re. 500 for making a false statement to him,
namely, that he, at an interview with the Nizam, made
signs toget away, statinghe had got urgent work to attend
to at the court, whioh the Nizam subsequently found to
be untruoe.

Beyond dedicating this news item to all protago-
nists of the retrocession of the Berars, we forbear
to comment on it, since comment never was more
needless and could surely but spoil so delicious a
story, which we trust will lighten, if oniy for a
brief moment, the anguish of those who still have
to groan under an utterly unexalted and, alas, still
quite satanio government.
* * "
WHIOH reminds one that an all-

e Siatian India  Indian Btates Subjects .

Mr. Midgley seems to bes -

“TFor this ocultural .

EET=SE

Conference was held at Delhi last

Beptember—rather overshadowed by the Congress
Working Committee, which met at the same
time, and therefore not drawing much attention
upon itself. Anyhow, a permanent “Indian State
Subjeots’ Association” was formed on that
ocoasion “ for agitating the question of inaugu-
ration of responsible government in Indian
States"” : a most landable object indeed. Provisional
Articles of Assooiation ete. have now besn drawn
up, to be oonsidered at the first statutory meeting
of the new Association which it is hoped to hold
in Delhi next month. Apparently sympathizers
from British India are eligible for membersghip;
in faot their support is being earnestly solicited.
( the addresa of the Provisional Secretary, Mr. R.
Krishna, B. A,, is Cfo Mohata Felt Manufacturing
Co., Bagh Dewar, Delhtf, )



DECEMBER 27, 1923, ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

567

THE LIBERAL FEDERATION.

A OLOU3 has descended over the Liberal organisa-
tion in the country and a feeling of depression is
likely to oharacterise the next session of the Fede-
ration in Poena. In Madras alone of the impor-
tant provinces has the defeat of the Liberals been
obsoured; but there it has been obscured in a gone-
ral ocoultation of all wholesome politics by the
malignant shadow of caste feud. The fall of Sir
Surendranath at one end and that of Dr, Paranjpye
at the other might by some plausible optimist be
attributed to misunderstandings and animosities
inevitable to the first holders of a peculiarly diffi-
cult office. The denial of Mr. Chintamani. by the
poople whom he served with unquestioned ability
and faithfulness may be explained by his absence
and the proclaimed opposition of Pandit Malaviya.
But how could the defeat of Mr. Hirday Nath
Kunzra be interpreted except as a black portent to
Liberalism? He was reoommended to the elactors by
the mighty man of the United Provinces who, next
only to the'Mahatma, commands the homage of the
people. By common admission he was the leader of
the non-official opposition to Government, and a
wvaliant and vigilant leader ha was, never missed in
his place, and always prompt to champion popular
capses and expose the lapses and faults of
Govamment_without maorcy. No.Swarajist, if one
could be conceived to have been in the old legisla«
ture, could have done more useful or more merito-
rious service than he'in the cause of the mother-
land. That the voters of Agra had no use for
bhim, is a proof of the sinister proportions
attained by political rancour in the infancy
of representative institutions, a rancour which
now and then marks down for its victim not
the most valnerable but the most eminent "of its
foes. Lala Lajpat Rai, whose rooted antipathy
to political™,opponents ill consorts with the
generasl benevolence of his character, gave
currency tu the charge that the Moderate had mer-
ged himself in the bureaucracy of the land and
forfeited all ciaim to quarteratthe hand of patriots.
This deseoription took a more and more odious
turn as it passed from lip to lip in the ranks of
political extremism, and no wonder swept its ob-
jects into the shades at election time.

A land slip, however, is to be looked for at all
times in the working of a polity based on wide
electorates and a politica] school or party need
fear nothing more than a temporary set-back from

* the adverse verdict of the constituencies, unless it
is endorsed by its own conscience. Not only has
the Liberal Party no reason to be ashamed of its
work, but there are certain signal services to the
country which stand to its oredit. In a time of
political fury when unrest might have deepened in-.
to anarchy, a faithful few stood firm round the ban-
ner of moderation and of give and take and ensur-
ed progress along the well tried lines of a regular
constitution. Having under a sense of duty accep-
ted the Reforms proposed by Mr. Montagu, they
-were driven by the same sense of duty io take

office and maks a suocess of them. And onoe they
assumed office they could not shrink from the
disagreeable duties attendant on it, duties not
made less disagreeable by the misguided and reck-
less conduct of large sections of their countrymen.
I1f this be a grievous fault, grievously have they
answered it, A later generation will doubtless

- render them justice and cherish with gratitude the

names of thoss who despite the taunts and reproa-
ches of theirkith and kin helped the establishment
of a democratic constitution and demonstrated the
oapacity of the Indian people to austain its bure
dens and responsibilities.

Though Liberal oandidates have been defeated
in the eleotions, it may legitimately be claimed
that Liberal principies have succeeded. For whate
over the Swarajists might have chosen to say at
elaction time, by entering the Councils they have
tacitly adopted constitutional methods of agita-
tion and thereby approximated more to the Liberal
than to the rigid type of Congressman who would
still stand by the triple boycott. It is true that
rejection of office was a prominent feature of the
Swaraj Party’s electioneering, and both Mr. C.
R. Das and Dr. Moonje have now declared their
unwillingness to accept office. No doubt the last
word has not yet been spoken on this subject ard
one looks forward to a battle royal at Cocanada
on this question, For ourselves, wethi nk it wrong
on principle and detrimental to public interést
for a party which has attained a position of
dominance in the legislature to shirk the

" responsibilities of that position by declining office

and refusing that share in the administration of
affairs which the present constitution allows. In
gaying this we take it for granted that the ** wreck-
ing’" policy has been abandoned, so far at least as
the immediale future is oconcerned. Even a
thorough-going Liberal would not deny the
legitimaoy of a course of parliamentary tactics
which in certain circumstances of provocation
leads to the hringing about of a constitutional
deadlock. A Government which habitually slights
the legislature or isled astray by a conflicting
allegiance osn be brought to reason only when
reduced. to paralysis. And such a ‘desperate
romedy, a8 students of English history know, is
well within the practice as well as the theory of
free constitutions. The question what would be
the justifying provooation is one dependent on the
circumstances of each case. What is unendurable
to one temperament may not beso to another—
what is endurable now may not be so next wesk.
But we believe that the approach of actuality will
have its sobering effect gtd that no wreck ¢fthe con-
stitution will be attenypted for the mere ‘fun of the
thing. The great aim/of Dominion status can only
be pursued with the/ patience, skill und strategy
that it demandg. If that is so, the work of
the new legislatife bodies will be ocarried on
as though the ousted Moderate still continved
at .the helm. IK it is carried on with more
vigour, ata higher) level of efficiency and witp
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mors popular support than heretofore, the improve-
ement will only be due to the popularity acquired
by having been against the Government for so long
2 time, but even so it will be a tribute to the
principles of the superseded agenoy. These con-
siderations, not the less walid bacause they
are apparent, bring into view a striking para.
dox. The Moderates have lost because Modara-
tion has won ! The defeat of the Moderate at the
polls has been brought about by the spread of his
principles and the success of his work, Lot the
Liberals meeting in Poona take heart and g0 on,

TOWARDS PROHIBITION ?
THERE has just reached us the Report of the
Bombay Exoisse Department for the yvear ending
Maroh 1923, together with the Government Reso-
lution thereon, which by the way makes one won-
der, why similar reporte for other, notably the
Education Department, has not yet ssen the light
of the day even for the preceding year 1921-22.
One is sll the more glad to have this Excise
Report so promptly, as the year under review
was a very important ons, being the first year
in which the “rationing” system was introduced
and worked, thus imposing a direct oheck on
consumption by the rationing of all country
liquor shops on the basis of consumption in 1920-21,
& normal year. The ration of each shop in Bombay
City in the year under review was 10 7, less than

the issue to that shop in the normal year and .

57 less for shopsin the restof the Presidenoy ;
but shops on the borders of the Indian States
were rationed on the basis of the oonsumption
during the normal year without any reduotion.’
Besides this important and far-reaohing
change in the Abkari policy, the effacts of whioh
we will considerlater, there ware other minor
ohanges. The strength of country spirit was
reduced from 30° U. P, to 40° U. P., except in
certain areas and again in ths unfortunate places
near the Indian states border, “Off" sales "at coun-
try spirit shops in certain Municipal areas were
abolished, and liquor shops in all Municipal areas
were ordered fo be closed on Holi and Moharam
publio holidays, thus tending to raduce consump-
tion on occasions when people are most likely to
get drunk. The old praoctise of disposing of toddy
was reverfed to and the system of tree-foot booths
shops by action was greatly extended, by as
many a5 70,000 trees or 207, both changes resulting in
1arger revenue and also in a vary large increass in
consumption of this admittedly less injurious drink
~—from 993 lakhs of gallone to 128 lakhs, License
foes for the foreign liquor shops weare raised, and
fresh vend fees were levied at the time of the
liguor being oleared from the Customs bondsd
warohouse to the licencee’s premises, thus yield-
ing a substantial fresh revenue of 634 lIakhs.
There was a very welcome reduction in the rate
of duty on Indian made spirit used in medicinal
andtoilet preparations manufactured in, or import-

ed from Bombay States in, the British area of the"
presidency from Rs. 21-14-0 to 5.0-0 per prodf gallon,
and yet the decline in revenue on this head wag
only R4.72,000. The consumption of chzras was com- §
pletely prohibited in Bombay city and Ahmedabad
district, the only places in the presidency proper
where it was permitted hitherto, but in Sind )
where it was not prohibited, the consumption was
8% more than in 1920-21, though 15% less than .
in 1921-22. The rates of duty on ganja, bhang |
and opium were all raised by about 20 to 25%, i
but more ganja was consumed, probably due to
its replacing charas, formerly used in Bombay
oity and Ahmedabad distriot, whilat the other two
drugs showed a small reducation over the year
preceding.

There is one feature of our excise administra-
tion which is very interesting. Advisory Commit.
teas have been formed, not only for all urban
areas but all talukas too in the Presidenoy proper
for years past, fo advise the department on the locat.
ion of shops, their removal and ocognate matters,
In fact, there are no less than 125 Committees in
the Presidenoy, excluding Sind ; and the Coramiss
foner of Customs, Saltand Excise may well boast
that * there is now mno district withont an
Advisory Committee.” But mark the achievements
of the Committees : 98 out of the 125 never met
even once during the year, and the total number of
meetings of the remaining 27, that met either onoce
or more than once, was only 61. Excepting Bombay
City where seven committees, one for ‘eaoch of the
seven municipal wards, did their work not by meat-
ings, but by oirculars (19 times all told), the'remain=
ing 20 aotive :Committees held42 meetings in all,
or a little over two during the year on an
average. Butf the sum total of all the Committees®
oombined work is still more wonderful. As many as
19 countey liquor shops, out 0f 1734, wera olosed as a
result of the grand efforts of the 125 Committees,
as against 49, on the recommendation of 20
district oollectors. What is the earthly benefit of
such paper onmmittees, and why oontinue this
humbug of self-deceft? Now that the system of
rationing is the prevailing policy, local boards
should be invested with advisory powers and
asked to exeroise them with vigilance, and this
old-time anachronism, this eyewash, shoald
receive a decent burial. .

Looking at the figures of consumption of
country liquor in various towns and distriots, one
can not help comparing the different areas as re-.
gard their drinking habfts. Taking firat towns of
10,000 population and over ( incliding all distriot
head quartertowns ), Alibag leads with 41 drams.
per head of its small population of 5000 and odd, the 5
six towns of Thana district come next with 28
drams, Bombay with 25, the two towns of Broach
with 22, the two of Panch Mahals with 1514 and so
on, Coming to whole districts, Thana with its large
proportion of forest tribes (Warlis and others) leads;
with 13 drams per head of population, Surat rank-

ing second with 11 drams,”Broach third with 714

BRI T T,
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“Kolaba fourth with 7 drams, Panch Mahals ( the
-distriot of five talukas) with its mostly aboriginal
population fifth with 41¢ drams, closely followed
by West Khandesh with similar hill tribes with
-4.3 drams, and by industrial Ahmadabad as the
seventh with 4.1 drams., Thus it is clear that
Thana snd all Gujarat distriots and towas hoid the
foremost place in the drink bill in the whole of the
presidenoy, including Sind, a fact very disereditable
to the mild Gujarati. Is the explanation that the
Gujarat cultivator is in easier oircumstanoes than
the Decoan Maratha or the Sindhi Mahomedan
~and therefore caun afford this luxury better; or is
he more wretoched and therefore more prone to
take to this anmsthetic ? :

Regarding the rationing system, which, it
must be mentioned, is made applicable only to
<country or Swadeshi liquors and not to forsign

‘liquors, it was brought into fores on 1st April 1922,
-and it will be noted with satisfaction that the
rosult has far exoeeded the expectation. The ration
for the past year was fixed at 90 7 of the astual
consumption in 192021 for shops in the City of
Bombay and 95 % for shops in the rest of Bombay
Presidency. Bat the actual consumption did not
only not come up to the rationed figura, but fell far
,short of it. In stead of its being 10 and 5 ¥
®epeotively less than in the normal year, it was all
round over 25 p. c. less, or about 6 lakhs in a total
of nearly 24 lakh gallons. The consumption was
less than even the preceding years’ figurs, 21 lakhs,
whioh was abnormally low on acsount of pickett-
ing of liquor shops done on a large soale by non-
~oooperators, though during the year under report
very littla picketting, if any, was practiced. This
great falling off in consnmption is explained by tha
Exciss Commissioner as due to very high prices
tbeinz chargad by vendors ( who were left $o fix
their own prices ), as rationing was very strictly
enforced. The Government in their resolution
doubt the acouracy of. this reasoning, and argue
~that if the decline in consumption was due to the
~country liquor being made a somewhat expensive
luxury for the man in the street, that fact waat to
prove the success of their pet theory of 5" mini-
mum consumption, maximum revenue,” provided
“that the place of country liquor was not taken by
other more injurious intoxicants, and that illicit
-distillation did not appreoiably inorease. The
‘Raport shows clearly that drugs like ganja, ng hba
-and opium have so far not taken the place of
-country liquor, nor has it been replaced by foreign
4ijuor. No doubt, thers has baen a great rise in
“the eonsumption of toddy, from 100 lakhs gallons
*in 1921-22 to 128 lakhs in the year under report,
but the ohange is for the better, when toddy is

-not stale.

But can not this deorease in consumption be
-oxplained in this way ? Due to the picketing and
-other suceessful agitation of the non-co-operators

in the year 1921-22, the national conscience was
;awakened against the driok evil, and though the
Picketing was almost non-existent in the succeed-

ing year 1922-23, the process of awakening and
heart-searching coatinued and thus the people of
theirown free will, or by pressure of publfo opinion,
resorted iesas and leas to drinking. The subatan«
tial deorease in the consumption of ligquor and
toddy in Navsari Distriot of Baroda State, a dige
triot noted ian the past for its drunkennees, is a
notable instance of this kind, though on & small
scale. No doubt, the raising of prices of liquor has
oontrolled it still further; and we belive that the
two oauses combined-~the awakening and the very
high cost of the liquor—have had the benefioial
offeot of reducing the consumption by about 297%
in the course of two years, from about 2514 lakhs
in 1920-21 to 21 lakhs in 1921-22, and further down
to 18 lakhs in 1922.23. This is the true explanation
of it in our opinion.

But the Government are professing anxiety over
the rige in Abkari offenoes, of illicit importation, sale
and distillation, which rose from 1905 to 2885,
orby 51 °/, ; prineipally in Kaira, Thana, Surat,
Nasik and West Khandesh. Government certainly
oan not contemplate with equanimity such a large
increase in excise orime. But it Is quite possible
that the exeocutive offigers, who as is well known,
weora opposed to the rationing policy forced upon
them by the Ministerin charge, may have been ex-
traordinarily alertinscenting and detecting orime,
whioh they hitherto perhaps winked at, in order to
prove the ill effects of the rationing policy. This
may be a plausible reason of the increase, or the
reported increase, of exoise orime. No doubt the
preventive stafl should ba strengthened, whenever
necessary and crime suppressed, Buat any modi-
fisation, or watsring down, of the rationing polioy,
which is threatensd by the Government resolution,
will not be tolerated by the new or any future le-
gislature, and we draw the attention of bs membera
of the new Counoil to the threat held out. The
report of the Excise Committes, over which the
late R. B. Sathe prasided, is unfortunately not yet
sibmitted to Government and we can not oall it
to our aid in elucidating-the preventibility or ather-
wise of inerease in Abkari offences—a point which
must have been fully considered by the Committee.
In any case, the Raport bafore us on the whole
bears eloquent testimony to the success of the
polioy of rationing, conceived and introducad by
the Hon, Mr. Chunilal Mehta, who thereby has an-
doubtidly made a solid and original eoatribution
to the solution of the liquor problem of India.

THE DEMOCRATISATION OF SECONDARY
EDUCATION IN AMERICA,  _
THE American genius is pre-eminently democratio,
There is hardly any institution—and secondary
oducation is no exception—that the American has
not attempted to domocratise, Writing on tha
Social Composition of the High School in the
special “High School” number of the“New Re=
publio” of the 7th Nov. last, Mr. . S, Counts as-
gerts that “in the publio high school, more than in
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. any other of our educational instiution, has the
genius of the American people expressed itself"
and “through it, the privileges of higher education
are theoretically extended to the masses and
through it American society has registered its
atiitude towards such fundamental matters of
"social concern as the equalisation of opportunity,
the inheritance of privileges, the stability of class~
es and the source of leadership.”

The practical application of the theory of de.
mocratisation of secondary education has proceeded
along differenf lines. First and foremost is the
institution of the publie high school, where secon-
dary education is free to all who seek it: it is one of

the greatest cultural achievements, and one in

which America stands unique. No other country,
not even Germany or England or France, has attemp-
ted anything like what America has achiaved.

Other evidences of democratisation consist of
the increase in the number of schools and scholars;
the extension of the privileges to rural areas as
well as to urban areas; the number and variety of
‘the courses of study, both cultural and vocational ;

"the widening of the represantative character of the
control; but more than al, the vertieal broadening

of the clientsle of high schools, to include all olass-
' es of society.

Tha number of sscondary schools has more
than trebled itself during the last thirty years, and
'_ the number of scholars has inoreased by nearly
seven times. Ad many asone in every two ohil-
‘dren of high school age in cortain cities and one in
four in certain rural areas, are taking advantage
of secondary education. With such a large
“proportion of pupils receiving gecondary education
the average level of intelligence of the American
people has presumably been raised perceptibly.
~ Ninetyone percent of all high schools in
America are in rural or village communities with
less than five thousand inhabitants. As for variety
and number of courses offered in high school, no
school is considered well equipped unless it offers
t'rom ﬁfteen to fifty oourses, a great many of which
" are voca.tlonal In fact, the policy has been to in-
clude in the high. school curriculum almost any
subject that may be suited to the needs of any
large group of pupils. The latest phase of develop-
‘ment has been to organise courses, not ~only to
meet the needs of the different olasses of the com-
‘munity, but also to adapt the instruction to the
varying capacities of the pupils concerned. _
Another very interesting feature is the
teachers’ organizatiens-whioch were originally for-
med more or less as trade unions fo better the eco-
nomic conditions of the teachers but which are
-now frying to assume larger responsibilities in the
control and development of high sehool education.
Perhaps the most telling evidence of demo-
oratisation is the swesp of different social and
economic strata in society that have now been
atiracted to secondary education. The old theory
which still persists elsewhere in practicne if
ot in theory, is that high school education

ion and to’

is meant only for u suwcial narrow olass whwhr-
by its social, economio and intellectual pmnlegam
of Interitance aspired to University® educat
leadership of society. It was a
class ideal, not & maes ideal. There has besn a:
considerable change in this attitude in America
during the last thirty years. Inocreasingly larger
proportions of the pupils are being attracted to-
high school education from suocessively lower:
and lower social and economic strata of society,.
8o that there is hardly a community that has not:
taken advantage of the free high school. 1

In spite of thase evidences of sthe progressive-
democratisation of secondary eoducation, Mr.
Counts is led to observe: * In the struggle for the-
equalisation of educationsl opportunity important.
battles have been won, but, for the nation as a.
whole, the fight litself is only well begun.” All"
the pupils who aro capable of moquiring a high
school education are not having it ; and there ia
a great variation in the proportion of pupils of
each social and economio class. actually attending
high schools. Thus, though the high school is
open to all, the selective principle is still reflected
in practice,

It hae been said that, of children of high
school age, one in every two in ocerfain urban
areas and one in every four in certain rural areas-
are attendIng high schools, This means that a large
number of children of high school age, almost two
in every three, are still out of the high school.
How is this to be accounted for? Along what
lines does the principle of selectioniwork ?

The psychological equipment of the indvidual
child, no doubt, acts as a selective principle. Some-
children have notisufficient intelligence to cope
with & high school course. In so far as this
psychological factor acts as a selective prineiple,
it cannot be said to detract from the democratisa-
tion of eduocation.

But the psychological. griterion does nak-
aocount for the keeping out of all the children who
are not, in the high schools, Mr.-Counts conducied
an elaborate investigation in the high schools is
certain industrial cities to determine the representa~
tion of the sixteen different social and economis
groups into which he had olassified the whole
communitys The classification had at one end
the professional services, and at the other, common
labour. He found that.seleotion by #social and
economic conditions of the parents is still very
dominant in the high schools. IL.ess than 30 per
cent of the pupils belonzed to the classes engaged
in manual labour. In one city, it was as low as 2
per cent. It was also found that the children of
the group of professional services had twenty
imes the chance of receiving a high school educa-
tion as the children belonging to the manual
labour group. Moreover, out of every 100 pupils
from the manual labour group who enter on
secondary education only 12 complete it, while of
the professional services group, as many as 60
do so.
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Thus, it is still true that, of the small 'minorityr_

of the professional groups, a oom paratively larger
number enter and complete high school education,
while of the labour group, though it forms the large
.majority of the population, few enter on a high
-school course and even fewer ocomplete it
*Secondary education isstill a olass education
cnd not a mass one in America; in spite of the
- fraz uigh school.
BHISHMA,

>
A LETTER FROM LONDON.
{FrOM CUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
DEo. 6th 1938.

‘THERE has been a great deal of hooliganism in
-some of the constituencies during this genaral
-alaction, reminding one of the bad old days of or-
ganized violence and corruption. One very
flagrant case is that of North Battorsea, where
“Comrade” Saklatvala is again seeking the
-suffrages of the local electors., Here, the Liberal
.oandidate has had his life threatened by what
-appear to be Communist gangs, and not only has
Mr. Hogbin been oompelled to accept police
s proteotion, but to cancel all public meetings, in
-order to prevent scenes of violence and possibly
+oven loss of life.

The *“Manchester Guardian” last week devot-
ed a leading article to the life and work in India
-of Willlam Winstanley Pearson, In whoses mem-
-ory Dr. Tagore is appesling for funds for the
:ﬁmation of a permanent memorial, Writing on

'A Great Englishman”, the“Guardian” says: “How
-many people, when they heard, if they did hear,
‘that W. W. Pearson was dead, will have known
-that a great reconciler had passed away, or will
:.h%va realised that the spirit that buvrned in him
-with so intense a flame is the sole and appointed

means by which the vast engine of existing gov-

-ernment in India ean be brought into fruitful
accord with the Indian peoples ora new life be
‘born from the union there of East and West 7"’

“In India” the paper continued, “great and diffioult chang-
80 are at:work as it passes from the stage of tutelage to
-fhat of responsible self-government. Everywhere and
in every department of the machinery of government the
~out|_lide directing forces ara baing gradnally withdrawn, and
.native agenoies are being put in ftheir place. The transi-
-tion is mot and cannot be a smooth one. There is com-
-motion and the strainiag forward of forces long repressed
.and now set free, reluctant to aceept the boundarios set to
their immediate advance. For the old obedience must
now be substituted accommodation and the spirit of good-
will, and these are by no means always forthcoming.

Along t.his difficult road India is now somewhat painfully
travelling, Her wisest apirits recognise that for safety as
for progress there must be a union of forces. -It is no
-mere compromise- that -is needed, but something much
more positive: much moral energy; it is the active and
whole hearted friendship whioh inspired the life of
‘Pearson, which breaks down all barriers of race, oolour,
language, tradition, and burus up all the pstty assumpi-
idons of auperiority and power by which sovisty in India
has been too long dominated. The Indian Civil Bervice
is said to have been rendered unattractive by the
whanges which are now taking place in Its conditions,

™

but to the right type of man it should be raudeiéd noﬁv

less but more worthy as & cavreet in proportion to the
greatness of the service that oan be rendsred and the
need for originality and strength the working out
of an extraordinarily diffionlt and oritical problem. It is

men like Pearson who are wanted, devoted servants of

their own and of their adopted country. gir Rablndranath
asks for holp towards a memorial. We trust it will be
handsomely forthooming. For Manchester it has a speocial

{ntarest, for Pearson was theson of a Manchester clergy-
man."”

W. W. Pearson was one of those Englishmen
unkpown in their labours to their fellow-country-
men. His was another case of a man heing no
prophet in his own country. Yot there are some,
pevertheless, who will derive inspiration from his
work and memory.

At the Board of Trade Inquiry into the loss of
the “Trevessa” whose captain and orew made such
a remarkable and heroic voyage to Mauritius and
Reunion, an allegation by one of the white firemen
was made that he had been assaulted by a colours
ed man in the course of the voyage. An Indian
firoman thereupon sent, through the representa-
tive of the Board of Trade, a letter in which he
said: “I don't want it to be thought that I was the
coloured man who mada the assault on Bainbridge
with a rake. If I want to fight I have two good
hands; I don’t want rakes.” Bainbridgs,
recalled, admitted that the writer of the laetter
was not his assailant, and the oaptain, Captain
Foster, said that all the coloured men with him
wera very good and he had no complaint to make
against them, Mr. J. 8. Smith, the ohief officer.
referring to the Indian fireman whose letter was
read, said: “He was in my boat, and I can assure
you that his conduot was gsimply splendid.”

An interesting painting by John Zoffany, R.
A., which was supposed to have been lost, has
recently been discovered and now purchased for
India. It is the original oil painting of “The
Embassy of Hyderbeck to CQaleutta” from the
Nawab of Oudh, by way of Patna, in the year 1788,
to meet Lord Cornwallis. This picture is well-
known from ‘the eangraving by Eariom, but the
picture itself was believed to have been destroyed
in the Mutiny. Its whereabouts was even unknown
to Williamson when he wrote his Life of Zoffany,
in 1920. The eavalcade is seen marching towarde
Patna. A male baggage-elephant is irritated by
his driver, who is taken from his seat and destroy-
od, By this violent action of the elephant, women
and children are seen faliing from his back. The
gecond elephant in the piocture carries Captain
(afterwards Sir John) Kennaway, Lord Cornwallis’
aid de camp. The artist, Zoffany, is seen riding a
horse by his side.

3

Another picture, by the same artist, has just °

been purchased in London for return to India. 1%
js an oil-painting of Beni-Ram Pundit, the Vakil
or Minister of the -Raja of Berar. The original
picture was painted at the request of Warren
Hastings as a racord of his gratitude and friend-
ship towards a man who had rendered him great
gorvice at the time of the rebellion of Chet Bingh.
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Hastings had a great affeotion for the picture, which
hurg in his dinipg-room at his seat at Dalesford
and afterwards came into the possession of bis
niece, a - Miss Winter. At her death, it was
purchased by a well-known book and picture dealer
in London, from whom it bas now been purchased
on {behalf of the descendant of Beni-Ram Pundlt
‘still resident at Benares. The picture is in ex-
cellent condition.

A NEAR EASTERN LETTER.

(From the privato letter of a friend wlio han made sn
extended nnd unconvenuqnal tour through the Arab countneb}

Y . OAIRO, OOTOBHR zmh, 1923,

...1 havebeen greatly en;oymg mny tra.vela and
they have also given me much material for reflec-
tion.
medan world today. and all its. administrative re-
ligious edifice, -frcm . the highest clergy down. to
the humblest individual believer, has ‘been turped
into a machfnary for political proraganda. There
is 8 local Arabio College here where theclogy is the
curriculum, and its interpretation is. aggressively
political.* At Baghdad I had oocasior to meet and
bat with one of the highest ¢fficials, the oppositec
of anti-Britich by birth, education, position and
circumstance, yet he was very firm about the im-
mediate uncontrolled sovereignty of Mesopotamisa.
In Palesiine anti-British politics is “ramp.
ant. In Egypt they speak of the British asif it is a
settled question that they should elear out of the
land bag and baggage by tomorrow’s dawn. There
is no discussion of any kind about that aspect of
the matter. In Syriathings areequally inflammable
but the French Government has some sort of iner-
tia, which is very belpful to themselves. They are

‘ro bullies and do not proveke,, They let things
lie. They do not show fight; so the fight does not
aotually come. off. No doubt this state ‘of 'things

bas had a striking effect: on the would-te domip.
eerirg foreigner, The Furopean heré is in faot

very different from whathe je in India. His ' in-
dividual prestige is nil and nobcdy  quakes before
him : indeed, quite often it is the - Euro;:ean who
quakes! . :
' That is only one ude of the pwture, !hough
1 :efreshmg one. . It is all right that they are
going fo gét rid of the foreigner and all that. But
vltimately what will tbere be? ‘I bave teen very
bitterly disappointed atout these Arab countries
generally in Egypt whero one wculd expect some
paramount trace of a traditional culture resulting
from an  original ocivilisation fashionirg' the
peorle’s lives : there is not a vestige of it Jeft. It is
all one weary round of third-rate, tenth-rate Euro-
yeanism, . For one accustcmed. to the free meta-
physical thought of India, it is most disgusting. ' I
never realised before that things could be so dif-
forent here. In education they are lagging cen-
turies behind us. There is nothing, nothing

There .is 8 revivalism in the whole Maho-’

of that deep traditional culture which mellowo-
and deepens India’s life. It is a dreary® land of”
deserts and rocks; what is the futnre of these
reople? So far they have hardly the slements
of ethical development and civilisation. They
never hesitate to go any length—I ought to hnvo-
said depth. -

About India, there is. very great ignorance
prevailing all over here. They have seen coolies.
and sepoys from India and bave generalised about:
all Irdians from their knowledge of them. I

think it is very necessary that®some educated

Indians should pass through thesa countries, even
if it be only to establish the ecredit of Indla—thaxr
ignorance is amazing.

My impressions will be misleading, unless I
complete them with attention of the Zionist move-
ment and its agricultural colonies. There was
gomething . very pure, patriotic, deep and true
about them which really moved me. I toured ex-
tensively in the district of Upper Qaliles round
the famous lake and also round Haifa and Jeru-.
salem, visiting several of these colonies.. I was
very much struck with their life and the results
of their work., There seems to be something very
up-liftiog about pastoral life. I shall éry to send
you some of the reports and statistics which I got
from them. Both from my experience in Bengal
‘at the agricultural department of Santiniketan as
well as from what I saw in Palestine of the
work of the Zionists, I am convinced that this is
a very striking line of work for national regenera-
tion which it would be well to adopt universally

in Indis- ...
2 R R R.

MISCELLANEOQOUS,

THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN ON TBE
~ JASPER ABRAHAM CASE.
A TERRIBLE CASE.

. We priné to- day a statemont in which ¥r. J. H. Harris
reeites the facts of & very terrible case in Kenya. A native
named . Kitosh had snnoyed his master by ridiog a mare in
foal, though without injuring ber. The master flogged him
axnd had him flopged until, ten hours later, the man died, hav-
ing first begged that he m:ght be given a kpife 'with which to
kill bimeelf and end his sgony. The jury fourd that there
wasno provocation for this outrage, but their verdict alse
was that the master had only been guilty of **grievous hurt, "'
The jury may possibly bave been irfluenced by the defence,
which alleged that Kitosh was weakened by baving little focd
in his stomach anad that he was also malicicus enough to have
the “will to die,” mince be med:tated suicide. 1he judge
senterced the master 1¢ two Yyears' imprisooment, and
‘apparently, in view of the verdict, ke was unable to do more.
An Empire which cannot preserve its native subjeots frem
death by flogging at the handa of their mesters and which
places the administration of justice in the hands of settlers sc
prejudiced that an atrceity of tbis kicd is reduced to “ grievou
hurt” would not deserve to exist if those who ultimately
exercife the trusteeship for the natives did not intervene on
tehaif of justice. It may be thet 1n places like Kenya the feel-
irg towards the native ia such that white juries are not
capable of doing justice bstween the white msn and the black.
In that event the administratiop of justice should be teken
out of their hends. However cumbrius and expensive the
procedure, it would be bettier that every case of killing of this
kind were brovght to London ard tried there than that a
single injustice thould be perpetrated which brings shame on
the name of England and the high-sounding title of Empire

——

Printed st the Arysbhushan Press and published at the *Bervant of India’ Oﬁce.
681. Budhwar Peth, Poona City, by Anapt Vinay ak Paty ardhan- *
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Fellow-Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

My first duty is to tender to you all my sincer-
est thanks for the great honour you have done me
in inviting me to preside over your deliberations
this year. When about two months ago I received
in London cablegrams from Sir Hormusji Wadya
and Mr. Ambekar offering me the presidentship of
the Liberal Federation, I was not free from consid-
erable doubts as to whether I should aceept the
offer. But, after earefully thinking over it, I camae
to the conclusion that if the party to which I have
the henour to belong had decided to call upon me
to place my services at its disposal this year, I
should be wanting in my duty if I failed to respond
to that invitation. Much as I appreciate the hon-
our which you have conferred on me and much as
I wish that your choice had fallen on some worthier
person, I feel, however, that without your support
arnd cooperation it would be impossible for any
person in my position to achieve any success in
what aprears to me to be a crisis in the history of
the Liberal party. Ihave no doubt that I shall
receive ycur supgort in a generocus measure and I
feel that-the very fact ttat this conference has
been called this year, in this great and histortic
oity, full of political memories of ancient days—
a city which in our own generation has been the
scene of activities of some of the most outstanding
figures of modern India—should inspire us with
some high ard useful purpose.

- (GGentlemen, I have just spoken of the erisis in
the affairs of the Liberal party and it will be my
attempt to deal with it fairly and frankly and to
invite you to face the situation in the same spirit.
I do not propose to address you on too many sub-
jeets. I would wmuch rather concentrate your
attention and mine upon some of those problems
which seem to me to ba the most pressing. Of these,
one sffects our party, and that I proposs to deal
with at & later stage. Meanwhile, with your per-
mission, I shall at once’ desl with two or three
problems on which I have no doubt you would like
to hear me.

" The Imperial Conference,

It was only on the 30th of the last month that
I returned from England, after an absence of over

( five months. During a part of that period I had to
work at the Imperia! Conferance. I assume that
you allhave read the procesdings of that Conferance,
relating to the guestions of Indians overseas and I
therefore do not propose to trouble you with much
of what has appeared in the pross. I desire simply
to explain the position as it strikes me, and, while
I shall no doubt express my o~n opinions, I shall
leave it to you to form your own judgment. -

Kenvya,

The position, which arose when the Kenya
decisions were given by His Majesty's Government
in July last, was to my mind a most critical one.
Important negotiations had been pending for some
time past between the representatives of the Indians
in Kenya and the white settlers there and the Colo-
nial Office. For our part we had the satisfaction
that our case was being put by a deputation which
was led by one of our most distinguished country-
men, whose knowledge of the subject is only sur-
paszed by his enthusiasm for tke cause. I, of course,
refer to the Right Hon'ble Srinivasa Sastri, When
I reached London, I found. that Mr. Sastri was
deeply immersed in this question and it gladdened
my heart to know that all that was humanly
possible was being done by Mr. Sastri, in an atmos-
phere which seemed to be charged with electricity.
At last the White Paper was issued which led to
the famous debate in Parliament, part of which I
myself attended. Those decisions were raceived
by our countrymen in England and here with feel-
ings of indignation and dismay and I am afraid
nothing that has happened during the last three or
four years has tended more to weaken the faith cof
our countrymen in the justice of His Majesty's
Government, than these unfortunate decisions.
While, on the one hand, it is said that Hia Majesty's
Government cannot interfere with the internal
autonomy of self-governing dominions and that no
self-governing dominion will for a moment tolerate
any encroachment on the part of His Majesty’s
Government upon the complete freedom of the -
dominions to pass their own laws relating to fran-
chise—parliamentary and municipal-on the other
hand it is felt that the same argumenf, assuming
it to be valid or politically sound, cannot in the
slightest degree apply to a Crown Colony., Kenya

s



"2

was and is still a Crown Colony; but it came to meas
& surprise when a die-hard politician with whom
we in India ars not unfamiliar, presuming perhaps
upon my ignorance, sought to enlighten me by say-
ing that Kenya was not a Crown Colony and that
though it had not a responeible Government it had
an element of responsibility. It was a dangerous
suggestion to make; for, similarly India might
claim that though it has not responsible Govern.
ment it has a8 measure of responsibility in the
provinces at least, It was quite apparent to my

mind that arguments such as thesg wers absolutely:

untenable and the real fact of the mattor was that
His Majesty’s Government found the white settlars
too strong for them. It was urged by some of the
statesmen, whom I sawin my private eapacity, that
the Konya decision had certainly improved the
position of Indians in Xenya in ocertain respeots.
To put it at the lowest, it seemed to me to be a
debatable point. Those among my countrymen
who knew better the position of Indians, unhesita-
tingly maintained, that'so far from their position
having been improved, it had been seriously pre-
judiced in so far as the minority of the white
gettlers was placed in a position of political predo-
minance and definitely aoquired the right of exolu-
give ownership in the Highlands. Indeed, that was
not the view of only the Indians. Even the
Government of India did not at all feel happy over
the decisions given by His Majesty's Government,
and His Excellency the Vicaroy folt himself ealled
upon to say in a speech which he delivered to the
Legislative Asgembly that *‘the news of the decision
roegarding Kenya came to me and my Government
no lessthan to yon, asagreat and severe disappoint-
ment ; for India had made the ocause of Indians in
Kenya her own. As His Majesty's Qovernment
hiasstated, this decision conflicts on material points
with the strongly expressed viewa of my Govern-
ment, as laid before the Cabinet, by the Secrotary
of State for India ", This was the state of things
in which I found myselfplaced in London, towards
the end of July last.
The Difliculty of the Position,

I am aware that it was felt in certain quarters,
and by certain of my esteemed friends also, that
¥ should immediately sever my connection with
the Imperial Couferonce. I ocarefully considered
the position but I was clear in my mind, that so
far from withdrawing from the Conferenoce, it was
my duty to fight for the vindication of Indians’
rights in the Dominions and the Crown Coloaies
and to try either to get the Kenya doecisions ‘re-
versad or at any rate to pave the way fortheir re-
consideration, This is the task that I set to my-
golf. I put myself immediately in touch with
eome of my political friends in India and I also
- communicated my views to His Exocellenoy thg
Viceroy, who had deputed me on that mission. The
more I thought about it the more strongly I felt
that I should not give up'the Conference, without
at least making a struggle for the vindication of
our rights. The friends whom I consulfed were

’

distinotly of the optnion that I must stay and fight
for our rights and I also received muoh support and
encouragament from His Excellenoy the Vieeroy.
The difficulty which then confronted me was, that
I found that India did not figure in the agenda of
the Conference, execepting in regard toa small
question relating to the mandated territories. I
owe it to the support, which I received from Loed
Peel after I had explained to him my position, that_
His Majesty’s Government agreed to give India a
day in the Conference. I then interviewed the
Dominion Prime Ministers. I explained to them
my scheme and I must say to the oradit of all, ex-~
cepting of course General Smuts,that they generally
agreed to support me. Here T must state that from
the beginning to the end, I took my stand on the
resolutions of 1921, which, wa owe in no small
measure, to the efforts of Mr. Sastri, and Icannot
allow the oriticism' in ocertain papers to go un-
challenged, that I departed in auy degree, either
from the letter or the spirit of those rasolutions.
General Smuts® Attitade,

With General Smuts, my experience was how-
ever different. As I have said mors thanoncs, he
was adamant, <General Smuts has claimad that he
showed ms every courfesy. I have never danied
it. On the contrary, I franklyadmitted it in the
speech which I delivered at the Lady Eamily Lu-
tyen'sresidence and I cannot imagine, that General
Smuts could have ovarlooked that portion of my
speech. But if General Smuts, at all expeoted that
social courtesies on his part could in any measure
or degree make amends for his attitude towards
the Indian problem and that they could justify me
in overlooking his attitude towards the political
issue which was raised, he was sadly mistaken. I
had not gone to ask for his sympathy with our
aspirations towards self-government. I would
much rather, that we fought for battle for self-
government single-handed than that we should
seek his support or the support of any outsiderin re.
gard tothoseaspirations. I putbefore him a' definite
jssusand he rejeoted it. Not only did he reject it, but
he suggested, thoughhe did not move, counterpropo-
sals whioh, to my mind, were whoilly subversive of
the principle of oitizenship, within the ambit of
the same Empire and which, if accepted, must
necessarily establish a higher and a lower grade
of citizenship. Not only did he reject thoss propo-
sals, but he also openly attacked the Indian
Government in & manner in whioh, by his own
standard, he should not have undertaken upon
himself to eritioise another Government, which is
a part of the same E npira; for, let me remind you
of what he said: “ I must say quite frankly,” eaid
Goeneral Smuts, ‘ that I have heen very much per-
turbed over'the attitude adopted by the Indian
Government in this matter. They pressed the
case against Kenya in a way, which seamed to me
to exceed the limits of prudence and wisdom, and
when the settlement was ultimately made, language
was used in regard to i, which I think would cer.
t¢ainly not help the cause of loyalty either in
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India or.a.nywhere else in the Empire. The whole
-incident, as I said, haa had & very bad effect in
*South Africa.” Now, if after this lJanguage and his
whole attitude and after saying, that franchise for
-goloured races in South Africa was ‘a question
-of impossibility,” he expected me to treat him as
-the best friend of India, then he indulged in a
-vain hope. Frankly, gentlemen, I do not oare
»whether he charges me with a breach of inter-
national etiquette or anything similiar to it ; I feel
that the South African Government, of which heis
the head, has adopted towards our countrymen,
-gettled in that part of the Empire, an attitude
-whioch to use his own language, cannot help the
-caunse of loyalty either in India or anywhere else
tin the Empire.

T shall now briefly refor to my experience of
-the Colonial Ofice. With the Colonial Office I
-had no little difficulty, but it must be said ‘to the
-credit of the Duke of Devonshire that while he
saw no prospect of the Keunya decisions being
anodified, he at 1ast agreed t2 extsnd ths seope of
my scheme to Koenya.

The Scheme of Committees

I shall now briefly explain to you, if I may,
~what my scheme was. That is contained in my
speech and also in the spasch deliversd af the
“Conference by the Prime Minister and, lest it
«might bs understood, I would guote the formula as
oontained in the latter in extenso :—
“The Seoretary of State for the Colonfies, on
behalf of His Majesty's Govarnmen$, ocordially
_=aocoepted the proposal of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,
4hat there should be full consultation and discus-
-8ion. between the Searatary of State for the Colo.
wiss and a committes appointed bo the Goverameant
-of India, uppon all questions affecting British
Indians domiciled in British Colonies, Proteotora-
tes8 and Mandated teritories, At the same tims

the Duke was careful toexplain |that before deci-
sions were talten, as & result of discussion with the
committes, consultations with the local Cbolonial
Governments concerned, and in somne cases local
«onquiry, would ba necessary.

“Farther, while welcomiag the proposal, tae
Duke of Davonshire reminded the Conference, that
His Majesty’s Government had recently ecoms to
woertain decisions as to Kanya, which represented
dn their considerad view, the very bast that could
be done in all the ciroumstancas. While he saw

no prospect of these decisions being modified, he
would give careful attention fo such representa-

4ions as the committee appointed by the Govern-
ment of India might desire to make to him.

*8ir Toj Bahadur Sapru, while taking note of
the above statement of the Duke, desired to make
plain that the recent Kenya decisions oould not be
-accepted as final by the people of India.”

I shall now ask you to analyse and examine
the provisions of the formula, which I have just
<quoted. While no doubt it is true that tha Kenya
decisions have not been jreversed—and frankly
peaking I dil nat expiot that a decision given by

His Majesty’'s Government in July last could be
reveraed by the Imperial Confarance in Ooctober——
I personally think that our position is distiunetly
stronger to-day and the prospect is more hopeful. .
I do not wish to put the case higher than this, nor
do I wish to overlook the fact, that the real strug-
gle will commence now. After the Kenya decisions
it was generally understood, that the principle of
equality embodied in the resolutions of 1921 had
been abandoned, if not dirsotly, at least by impli-
cation, and in important quarters there was not a
little nervousness as to what the Conference might
do, if any one was rash enough to raise the Indian
question. The result however shows, that at the
Conference of 1923, we have seoured a most valua-
ble endorsement of the resolutions of 1921, Nex,
we have reopened the Kenya door and there is
reason now to hope that justice may in the end
prevail. The Conference has now definitely provi-
ded a scheme for mashinery which, if rightly
employed, will go far in the futurs to seoure thae
proper investigation and the due remedy of the
grievances under which Indians labour, whether in
the Colonies or in the Dominions. Apart from
our having gained an unequivocal expression of
good-will towards our aspirations, from the other
members of the British Commonwealth—exoluding
South Africa—a very important constitutional
advance has been secured, namely, the right of the
Government of India to negotiate ‘with the Colo-~
nial Office through men appointed by itself, for
this and no less is what is explioitly provided for
in the formula. Lastly, we have again succeedsd
in isolating South Africa. I shall with your
permission here explain a little more fully the
objeot of this soheme for the appointment of
ocommittees,

The Scheme Explained,

According to my scheme, the ocommittes or
committees must be appointed by the Government
of India and not by the Secretary of State and will
deal directly with the Colonial Office, in regard to
all questions affecting British Indians in British
Colonies, Protectorates and Mandated territories.
If necessary, the committee or committess to be
appointed will have to go, when concerned with
questions relating to Indians in the Dominions, to
Australia, Now Zealand and Canada, ths Prime
Ministers of which ecountries, expressed their
willingness to abide by the resolutions of 1921, and
to give effect to their provisions with the help and
support of their Parliaments. Mr. M ackenzie King
and Mr, Massey agreed to raceive such committees
and Mr, Bruce thought that he could give effect to
the provisions of those resolutions without the
help of such a committee. To use his own words,
“ Australian public opinion is ready to walooms,
so far as the position of Indians domiociled in
Australia is concerned, any measure which is oon-
ceived in the interests of the Empire as a whole,”
Further on, Mr. Bruce summed up the position as
follows:—



“ln view of the posit.cn wnich exists in Aus-
tralia and the consideration which has been given
to the question, there is no necessity for a commis-
tee further to discuas the matter such as has been
suggested by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. While I
appreciate the spirit in which it is put forward, I
do not think in the special circumstances of Aus-
tralin there is any necessity for such action. Oa
my return to Australia I will consult with my
colleagues as to what action can be taken.”

In reply to this I stated as follows:—

“We do not want to send a committee to create
any agitation in his country (that is, Mr. Bruce's)
—or for the matter 6f that, any agleanon in any
country, and I can absolutely feel sure that, that is
not what is at the back of my mind; but if it is
necessary for us t6 explain our position to youand
to help you in the problem, for Heaven's sake do
not refuse to accept a committee like that.
want simply to help you, and if without receiving
a committee from my Government and my country,
you can solve the problem, so much the better for
¥ou, 8o much the better for us, and se much the
more creditable to you and to your Government.”

British €olumbia, .

Since I loft England, I have loarnt that the
Parliament of British Columbia has expressed its
unwillingness to make any -conecession in favour
of Indians in regard to franchise. Well, I am
neither surprised nor disappointed. At the time,
when the discussion took place I fully knew that
it would not be without much difficulty, that our
committee, would be able to create an impression
on those in authority, in British Columbia. But I
have no doubt, that. if the committee goes to
Canada af an early date, it should be able to coma
to some settlement, notwithstanding the fict that
the attitude of British Columbia is at present, as
it has been for some time past, one of obduracy.
But in this connection I shall quote fmm Mr.
Mackenzla King's speech :

*“It,is probable that the Domirion Franohxse

Aect w;',ll come up for revision at the approsching
session of Parliament. I told Mr. Sastri it was
hardly probabla it would come up last session, but
that I thought it would come up next session. If
the course we anticipate is followed, the Franchise
Act will be referred to a Committes of the House
and that Committee will be in a position to hear
any representations that may be made to it.”

~ Further on he stated: “If it were their (i. e.
the Indian delegafes’) desire to have the delega-
tion given an opportunity: of meeting the Parlia-
mentary committee to whioch the matter will be
referred for consideration. I should ba glad to see,
if the time of their visit so permitted, that they
welre given a chance to meet the members of that
committee and to confer with them at Qttawa. In
other words, wa would be only too happy, to give to
any group which may come from India, any person
she may send, the amplest opportunities to discuss
with our public men all aspects of this particular

of approach Sir 'I'ej has presented to us here,

T : --' .
He
has made it clear that the committee would come-
for the purpose of exploring avenues and ways and
means, to reach an ultimate resu!'t., He should*
recognise that we may have to take time in this

matter, but I would like him to believe that we are

sincere in hoping that we will be able to mest his

wishes. In seeking so to do, we may have Lo pro--
coed, step by step, but the Canadian people asa

whole are, I am sure, really desirous of meeting

our fellow British citizens from India in eve ry

roasonable particular. I have not the slightest

doubt about that.”

It will thus be seen that so for as Mr. Maocken--
zie King is conocerned, he has pledged himself to
give every facility to our committee and I think I
may say, thathis attitude will be one of helpfulness.

It is precisely because British Clolumbia is obdur--
We |

ate or obstinate, that we have got to send a strong
committee and strengthen its hands by our support.
@rown Colonies and Kenva,

1 shall now pass on to the Crowa Colonies and
particularly to Kenya. For the administration of
the Crown Colonies, including Kenya, His Majesty”
Government is directly responsible through- its
Colonial Office. During my negotiations, it became:

-quite clear that it was impossible for me to get the
‘Duke of Devonshire or His Majesty’'s Government

to go back at once on their decisions. I was equal-
1y clear, that the Kenya decisions could not be
allowed to go unchallenged and though ¢hey might
not be reversed or reconsidered in October 1923,
tho situation might change, political conditions.
might be more favourabls at no distant time, and -
what seemed to be a hopeless position then, might:
improve if we persisted in our atfempt to secura .
justice and equality for our nationals there. I¢, -
therefore, seemed to me that the next best thing that .
could be done was to get an undertaking from the!
Colonial Secretary, that he would extend the seope -
of :the scheme to Kenya also, Accordingly the for--
mula which I have quoted above,wassettled andit is -
“that while the Duke saw no prospect of those
decisions being modified, he promised that he would -
give careful attention to such representations as
the committee appointed by the Government of
India might desire to make to him.” After the for.:
mula was read by the Prime Minister I stated in.
my last speech that to me as an Indian, it was of
course disappointing that the Duke saw no prospect -
of modifying the Xenya decisions, which could
never be accepted in India. I further stated as
follows :=—"But his agreement with the prineiple of;
my scheme, and his consent to give careful atten-

" tion to such representations as the committee may

lay before him, inspires me with the hope that the -
door is not barred, and that the Colonial Office may
be shown the way to an acceptable solution,”
Now, speaking candidly, I do not think that there

-oan be any room for doubt, that the Kenyadecisions.

have been robbed of thatfinality, which was claim-
od for them in July last and that they must come .

aquestion. I say this having regard to the methed | up for reQQnéideratgon.  Meanwhile, since arriv-



ed in Ingia, I have learnt that the Kenya legisla-
twre has introduced an Immigration Ordinance,
which is extremely drastic in its character and
which, if allowed to become law, will practically
stop Indian emigration to Kenya. I have not yet
been able to read the terms of this Ordinance and
my knowledge of it is confined to the summary
which has apreared in certain newspapers. Of
course we o0annot accept an Ordinance of that
character and we must plainly tell the Colonisl
Office, that that ordinanoce, if allowed by them to
become law, will complicate the rroblem still
further. In the situation that has arisen, it seems
to me that a committee regarding Kenya should go
at once from India to England, to make representa-
tions to and enter into discussions with the Colo-
nial Office, without any loss of time. I have strong
hopes that the Government of India will not allow
the grass to grow under their feet and ihat they
will expedite the appointment and despatch of
such a committee, consieting of strong, tactful and
weighty persons at the earliest possible date. As
I visualise to myself the situation, it seems to me
that the committee sc appointed, should first tackle
‘the question of immigration and then raise the
bigger questions arising cut of the Kenya decisions.
You will perhaps ask v o, what guarantee there is
that this committes will sucreed in gaining any
golid or substantial results. My answer to such a
question would be this. If the. men you send are
strong and reasonable, they should be able toachieve
something sekstantial, more particularly because
the Government in England appreciate now the
depth and strength of the feeling on this question.
And for aught we know to the contrary, we may
have at no distant date a more favourable Govern-
ment. As all exgerience shows, decisions which
woro at one time considered to be final, have had to
be recopsidered and although it is true that the
. white settlers in Kenya have got the moral support
. ard symypathy of South Africa, which to my mind
is a factor not to be ignored; yet it dces nat seem
to ee beyond the scope of statesmanship, to arrive
at a settloment which would moire effectively safe-
guard the economic interests of our countrymen
in Kenya and remove the sting of racial inferiority.
Inceed it seems to me that unless this is done, the
teneion created by the Kenya decisicns must con-
tinue to exist 2nd India must refuse to accept a
position of inferiority in the Empire.

I am aware of the objections that have been
raised to this echeme, which has been accepted by
the Imperial Conference. It has been said that

the committees will be expensive., That they will
cost some money I have no doubt, but political
fights in these days necessarily involve expenditure,
I do not know of any rpolitical organisation at
pregent existing in India, which can carry on its
propsganda orachieve any substantial results with-
out pecuniary sacrifices, At the same time I think
that the expenditure involved should by no means
be g0 heavy, as to justify our rejection®of the scheme,
It has next been asked, if the committe fails to

problem ia the biggest there.

achieve any result, what is to be done next. T
should not like to anticipate events, but in alk
constitutional fights it seems to me the failure of
one step is only an incentive to another. Frankly
s peaking, those who raisa objections of this charac-
ter should be prepared to suggest alternatives and
if they have alternatives of their own, why have
they not hitherto acted on those alternatives and
w bat has been there to prevent them. from taking
i nderendent action of their own? It is far better
that we should work steadily and patienily but
with & full determination to get the wrongs
remedied than that we should indulge in threats,
which we do not mean to give effect to or which
we know or ought to know cannot be given effect
to. : .
South Alrica,

I shall now pass on to South Africa. The

There are about
161,000 Indians there, who, excepting & few thou-

sands residing in Cape Colony, have no political
franchise. In Natal their municipal franchise is

‘threatened. -In the Transvaal there is no franchise

of any kind. In Natal they cannot acquire town
lands in townshipe and in the Transvaal they .are
prohibited, either as individuals ‘or as companies
from acquiring land. In the gold ares, they cannot
occupy land. The manverin which traders’ licen«
ges are granted and the law relating to them is
administered, makes their lot still more unbearable.
Last of all, the Union Government has under
contemplation, legislation providing for the com-
pulsory segregation of Indians in urban areas, by
imposing certain restrictions on the ownership and
oecupation of land. All these facts I brought for-
ward in my speech at the Conference and nowhere
thrbughout hisspeech, did General Smuts challonge
any one of them. Throughouthis speech he treated
the Indian question as if it was a question only
relating to franchise, and yebl he asserted that he
did pot think that his Indian fellow-subjects could
complain of injustice “and that it was just the
opposite.” Consider for a moment the manner in
which he spcke. “People who have come there
as coolies,” said General Smuts, “ people who have
come there as members of depressed classes in
India have prospered. Their children have been
to school; they have been educated, and their
children and grand-children to-day are many of
them men of gieat wealth.,” One should have
thought that if these men had acquired wealth and
received education they wero good enough to
exercise some sort of political and munisipol fran.
chise. But General Smute’ position is, that he
cannot make a distinction between thase men and
the origical inhabitants, andhesays :—" You have
a majority of blacks in the Union, and if there is
to be equal manhood suffrage over the Union, the
whites would be swamped by the blacks; you
cannot make a distinction between Indians and
Africans, you would be imyelled by the inevitable
logie, to go the whole hog, and the result would be
hat not cnly would the whites be swemped in



Natal by the Indians, but the whites would be
swamped by the blacks, and the whola poaition
for which we have strivon for two hunired years
or more, now would ba given up. For White South
Afriea, it is not a question of dignity but a quess
tion of existence and no Governmant eould for a
moment either tamper with this position or do
anything to meet the Indian poiut of view.” This
is the wunqualified dootrine of white supremacy
within the British Empire—a dootrine waioh to
my mind, cannot be- accepted by those who owe
allegiance to & common sovereizn. In the first
place General Smuts eonveniently forgets, that the
whites in the South Africa are as muoh foreigners
as the Indians. In the next place the Indians
there, who according to his own admission have
been educated and have asguired waalth, oannot
justly ba grouped together with the blacks unutil
the lattor have reached the same stage of oivilisa-
tion. In the third placy, even assuming that the
predominantly larze number of Indians is a atand-
ing menaoe to the safaty of the whites, that may
be an argument for rezulatiag the law of franchise,
but it can never bs an argument for the par-
manent and whiolesale disenfranchisement of
the Indians and in any oase there can be no
justification for those economic restraints which
have besn put upon Indians and whioch, apart from
imposing indignity on them and on India, strike
at the very root of their prosperity as wall as
freedom, WhatI was most anxious abrut was
‘that General Smuts should join hands with the
(overament of India in exploring avenues for the
-solution of this difficult problem. I know that he
had dissented from the resolutions of 1921 and I
*had little or no hops that I could parsuade him to
-agzree to those resolutions now. Bat he would
give nothing, consant to nothiag, and hold out no
hopes. Oa the contrary, as I have shown above,
‘he showsd his concern not only in the whites of
South Africa but also in those of Kenya, and
attacked the Goveramoant of India for their attitude
towards the Kenya decisions. Ha also rafusel t>
agree to the appointmeat of a diplomtic ageant fo
‘ba sent by tha Givarnmiat of Iadia, to look after
the Indian intarasts thara a1d t> aot a3 a2 inter-
mediary beiwzen it and the South African Gov-
ernmont and to kaep the Governmoant of Inlia well
informed of the faots relating to Indians thare.
1 am'satisfied that from Generil Smuts and his
.Government we need not expact the smallest poasi-
ble response to our demands, and I balieve that if
‘he persists in the courss, which ha has adopte] the
p-oblem of Indians ia S>uth Afriea will at no
distant date bacoms such a grave problem, that it
will be-a source of the groatest weakness to the
very idea of imparial unity; of which he professes
to ba an ardent expousnt and apostle. It is bound
to lead to a cleavare among the subjacts of our
common Sovereizn, on raoial lines and howavar
muoch wa may regra$ it, it must ba rezognised that
when that staze is raachad it will be a most dis-

turbing factor in imperial unity, which will have
to be reckoned with seriously, by, those who are
unwilling at the present moment to recognise its
ovil potentialities. Hera let me strongly repudiate
one of the propositions urged by Ganeral Smuts,
viz., * We must not derive from the one British
citizenship, rights of franchise, bacause that would
be a profound mistake.” I regret that even th
Duke of Devonshire fell a prey to this confusion?,
when he sought to make a distinction between
imperial nationality and " loeal citizenship.” If,
howevar, imperial citizanship is not a mers shadow
but consists of something substantial, then I
cannot ses how it ia possible to divide that oltizen-
ship info two grades, a higher and a lower. You
may raise your franchise as high as you like, bat
I do mainbain, and maintain very strongly, that
notwithstanding auy moaasure of internal auto-
nomy that you may posssss, you canno bar out
any ssction of His Msjesty’s subjects, meraly on
raclal grounds. The question, therafore, arisas as
to what is to be dono with regard to S>uth Afrion.
General Smuts will not have a diplomatic azent
from the Government of India, he will not have a
a committee to investigats the facis and explore
the avenuss for a solution, he will not remove the
economio restraints imposed on our counirymen
and [ fear he will persist in his policy of segre-
gation, If we had a fairly substantial population
of white South Africansliving or carrying on trade
in India, I should not despair of a s>lution, But
ag matters stand, he can pursue his even course
in the name and on bshalf of the whites there and
refusa to be dictated to, by any outside authority
on the ground that South Africa is an indepen-
dent self-govarainz unit of the Empire. Indian on
the othar hand is not a self-goverainz uait and its
Government is still in the leading striags of the
India Offise and His Majesty’s Government.
Meanwhile, in recent years, Natal has baen makiog
money out of its coal trada with India,
Tarifl agaiast South African €oal

I cortainly think that the time has come when
the Government of India should take courage in
both its hands and failing to gat any satisfaction
ouat of Ganeral Smuts, as it is bound to fail, raise
the tariff against South African coal, raduce rail-
way freights for Indian coal, improva transport
facilities, and give othe; encouragement to the
looal coal industry. Unless s>me such action is
taken by the Governmoent of India and unless if
tells the authorities in England, that out of raspect
for Indian feeling and also on considaration of
self-raspect it must be allowad to taks this line, I
think nothingz that wa may do, will prodace any
impression on ths S»>uth African Governmeat. |
think the safsty aad prosperity of our brethera in
South Africa and our owa national digaity de:
mand that we should eall upon the Goverament oé
Iadia to take a strong line, in dealing with South
Afrioa; for I am convinoed that if the Govaramant
of Iadia fasls that by rapresaatations or na;otii—



~tions it ean achieve any satisfactory results now
--or for a long time to come, such attempts are
doomed to failure and their failure is 'bound to
~ 1ead to a development of political feeling in this
-gountry, which will be extramely embarrassing to
-it, in regard to its internal administration.
To sum up, my view is, that so far as the Do~
minions, other than South Africa and the Crown
~Colonies including Kenya are concerned, wa must
give a patient trial to the scheme which has been
-a»dopted by thg Imperial Conference and do no-
thing in the meantime which may vrejudice the
course of negotiations with the Dominions or the
- ~olonial Office in rezard to Kenya. Butso far as
“South Africa is concerned, I am clear that thare is
- need for strong action on the part of the Govern-
ment. I say the Government, for unlses the duly
-constituted (Grovernment asseris itself in an un-
equivocal manner in & controverasy with another
-~Government, the result of any action on our part
may be far from satisfactory or substantial.
India and the lmperial Conlerence,
The position of India in relation to the Im-
-perial Conference is a peculiar one. To quote the
words of Mr. Duncan Hall, “The recozniton of
the rights of India to & place in the Imperial Con-
forence is.a mark of her special position and
-circumstances. No other portion of the Empire
can yet be said to have advanced sufficiently
~dowards self-government to have any just claim
+to recognition as a member of thae Conference.”
India has got B vote, as every Dominion has and
-gpeaking for myself, I must gladly acknowledge
that the Indian delegation was listened to with
pationce and courtesy. Indeed the one thing noti-
<ceable throughout the proceedings of the Cone
“foronce was the atmosphere of good will in which
we worked. But when I say this, I think, I owe it
“to you to say also, that the thought was notabsent
“from my mind, that if India were a self-governing
Domiaion, it could speak with greater authority
-and greater power. The Ministers of the {Domi-
‘nions speak with the consciousness that they have
~their Parliaments and their countries bohind them
Not g0 is the case of the non-official Indian roe
- presentatives. The Indian representatives have no
mandates from their Parliament and the Indian
Government is notyet an independent Government.
Undoubtedly, to my midd, India’s prestige in this
‘Council of the Empire would be infinitely greater if
-ghe could deal with the rast of the Empire on terms
of parfeot equality,and it isfor this reason that Ifeel
- thatunless and until India first achieves self-govern-
ment the position of her nationals overseas, must
‘always continue to be more or less unsatisfastory.
Wa are reminded every now and then by ourecritics,
“friendly and otherwise, that we must wait and be
in no hurry to press the elaims of our countrymen
in the Dominions and the Crown Colonies until a
-more favourable change takes place in the opinion
of the white settlera. It seems to me that if
India were a seif-govarning country the necessity
frr addrassing these injuactions to the white set

liberties of our country.

tlers would be equally strongly felt. As matters
stand at present, the underlying basis for advice of
this kind is, that Indians can at best expeot an in-
dulgence. I do not think, that if India wers a salf-
governing country within the Empire, the wishes
of her Government or her people could be ignored
or a decision which was resented evem by the
Government of India could be given, as it was
July last, when on the main questions the opinion
of the white settlers prevailed. It, therefore, seems
to mo that while on the one hand it is our duty to
emphasise our claim regarding proper, just and
equal treatment outside India, our duty is even
more imperative, that wa should lay still greafer
stress upon the achisvement of responsible govern-
ment in India itself. This leads me on to the se-
cond part of my address,
The Indian Situation,

The present constitution has been in foroe for
the last three yoars and we have just passed
through the turmoil of the second general elestions,
When the reforms were initiated political India
found itself split into two camps, Our party deoided
at that time to enter the councils and to work the
reforms. There were others who would have
nothing to do with them, who looked upon them as
a mere camouflage and who thought that the politi-
oal salvation of India lay not in working the re-
forms in the councils but- by opposing them and
by boycotting the councils. We had to bear the heat
and burden of the day, we had to court much un-
popularity. Undoubtedly the other party was bet-
ter organised, more astive and more richly posses-
sed of the sinewa of owar. We had howaver the cour-
age of our convictions and according to our lights
worked the reforms. In the process of working
them, wa came into confliot with popular opinion
in regard to certain matters and towards the end
of our term in the councils we were in acute disa-
greement, on not a fow ocoasions with official opi-
nion. The verdict of the electorates at the last
elections has gone against us. That is a faot
which must be recognised and even in quariera
where our work was appreciated at one time, there
is a tendenoy to belittle it and to find fault with
our outlook. Speaking for myself, I am not in the
slightest degree perturbed, if in certain official oir-
cles, which shall be nameless, there has besn a
change of attitude towards us, I should be sorry
indeed if, as repeatedly asserted by our political
detractors, there was an iota of truth in the charge
made against us, that we had entered into an un-
holy alliance with the bureaucrascy against the
We wera prapared to
work and I have no doubt we shall continue to
work with those in power only on one condition,
that is, that we reserve to ourselves in the fullest
possible measure the liberty of taking a line of our
own, when a course proposed to be taken by the
Government on & particular ocoasion doess not
commend itself to our judgment or conscience. I
do not think that we can have any justification
for surviving as a party, if we allow our judzment



to be subordinated to any extraneous considera
tions. .As regards the popular verdiet I
venture to think, that it would not have
bsen so wholly, against us as it has been,
ifwe had been better organised and had
taken oare long before the elections, to 'ed[uee.lt'e
public opinion more effectively. You will pardon
my frankness, if I say that so far as the education
of public opinion is concerned, we have not done
a fraction .of what ,was mnecessary and thereby
allowad the impression . to go abroad that every-
thing that went. wrong in the country during the
last three yeara was done either with our conni-
vance or with our acquiescence. '

_ Llherals Record of Work.

Our party's record of work
taken en masse has to my 'mind been such, that we
-could reasonably expact at least some oradit for it.,

It is due to-your efforts that; the Preas Act of 1910’

has been repealed To you also the country owes-
the repeal of many other repressive laws and if
.oircumstances had been more favourable, I have no
doubt that one or two other pieces of similar
.legislation, which still stand on the statute book
, would have dlsappeared I can multiply instances
of leglslatlon and other sclid work for which you
may claim oredit, When the ‘true facts’ relating
.to the situaticn during the last thtee yenrs are
_publisbed, even those who condemn you to-day
‘without. knowledge or bacause of prejudice,
and as I maintain without Justlﬁcatlon, for
having been parties to what they -deseribe as

wholesale repression, will regret that they
he,ve indulged in language which, howss-
ever proﬁtable as an electioneering device,
will not be endorsed by history. From

' knowledge that I possess, I feel satisfied that withe
out your moderating and restraining influence the
position of your critics would "hdve been much
worse. Professedly, you could not favour and I
hope, you will never favour anything which disturbs

. or prejudices the orderly development of the country.
But equally true it is, tiat you did all that you could
to pour oil over trofibled watersand if you failed in
your attempts, the blame cannot to my mind be laid
at your doors. 'On the other hand, if personalities
are eliminated and party passions kept wal]
under control, it must be frankly admitted that it
is & great tribate to your foresight that those who
refused to enter the councils in 1920, have after
three years, decided to foliow your example.

The Wrecking of Councils,
It is true that they are going into the councils
with professions of destruction on their lips, but

you must make allowance for their very natural -

desire to seem to be oonsistent. As to whether
they will succeed in destroying the councils the
next three months will show. Speaking here
again from my knowledge of the constitution and
of the machmery of administration, I have very
. serious doubts as to whether even a fraction of the
threats which are at the present moment held out
will materialise. But even assuming ‘that un-

: i
in the counecils;

‘of India sent a despatch to the

fortunately the stage is reached, when they will
succeed in giving effect to their threats and tha
entire machinery of the Governmentis paralysed, it
will be for these wrackers to giveusthe alternative
to the present coastitution. You will at any rata
have the saticfaction, that you have been no party
to the wreoking of the constitution aund it may
very well be, that thoss of you, who may find them.
selves face to face with a situation like this in the
Assembly or the provincial connaeils may yo! try to
‘prevent thé machinery fro n wholly being wracked.
It is assumed however, by thosé who are at present
going int> the Couneils, that they and they alone
desire and are prepared to work for the achiave-
ment of responsible government in India. The

~facts however ars too strong for sush an assump-

tion. ' Within the very first year of its existencas,
B resolution was moved in'the last Assembly, urging
forther donstitufional progress, The Government
Secraetary, of
State 'and the present Socretary of State,
sent a reply which-is well known to yow. The
Secretary of State vaguely Thinted at the
‘pogsibility of further exploring the avenues of pro-
'gress under the present Government of India Act.

" What exactly ha meant by it I cannot say. But

time after time, your Ttepresemtatives in the
Assembly gave free and fcreible expression to the
desire for further constitutional advance.
Meanwhile, opinion has crgstallised in Liberal

-oircles all over India and during the last two

yvears, the Liberal party bas not hesitated to express
its views on thé question freely and frankly. .I

. personally think the time has come when you
‘- should definately frame a programme, put it before
" the country and the Government, work for it and

fight for it. I have ro doubt, whatever, that when

~you put it forward that programme, it will be
- 'received with strong opposition in official circles

n Irdie ard if the 'present Government should

optinie in England, ycu need expeet very little.
-rom it in the way® of constitutioral advance.
"Arguments which were used 30 yeurs ago against

‘ any' progress, are still being used to-dayand I
 have no doubt that they will continue to be so

used if the question of constitutional! advance
a rises not now but 30 years henoe. Opposition of
bhis character need not deter you, You have
conquered such oppositidn in the past and I have

" no doubt that you will still be able to conquer it

+ n the future. FEut to my mind, it is not enough
t hat you should fcrmulate your programme.. It is.
at loast 28 peceseary that you must efiectively
desl with your cpponents’argumentsand even more -
than that, it is necessary that ycu should set your
house in order first. '

The Position in the Frovinces,

The position at the present moment is-
that in the prcvinces you have got diarchy
with partial respongibility. Liarchy bas got very
fow friends left in India, either among officials
or non-officials. The whole basis of diarchy-
was that in regard to certain subjects of
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administration Ministers would have complete
coutrol and in regardto others they would have
an effective voice. So far as the transferred
subjeots are concerned it is an admitted faot that
the Ministers have been expected to make bricks
without straw. They have had practically no
control over the purse and our finances have been
at the lowest ebb in almost every province. It is
as much to the credit of the statesmanship of our
Ministers as to the sense of discipline of the
services, Imperial and Provinecial, associated with
them, that inside the Gcvernment there has not
been friction, such as under the oconstitution
might have paralysed theadministrative machinery
But exgerience has exposed its defects ard we
must profit by experience. As regards the other
half of the Government, experience shows thai at
least in certain provinces, Ministers have had no
effective vcice and the system of joint deliberatione
which the Parliamentary Committee, s> much
emphasised, has not been followed to the extent to
which it might have been. Besides there has been
no such thing as joint responsiblity of the Ministers
either. Indeed, in at least one province, the
differences betwoen the Ministers and the members
of the Ezecutive Council, have on certain important
occasions come to the surface in open Couneil,
Ow the other hand the position of the Ministars in
at least scme parts of India, has been far from
enviable, as they have not Lad that support from
the couccils, without which true 7esponsible
government is imposeible.
The Central Government.

In the central Government the position if any-
thing is, even more unsatisfactory. On the top of
the central Government is the SBecretary of State
and it should never be forgotten, that the power of
direction, superintendence and control which is
vested in him, is not a mere figure of speech, It is
a very real and living control. At any rate I have
not noticed much evidence of any self-abdication
on the part of Whitehall. In the altered state
of thinge, notwithstanding, the theory of the
ultimate responsibility of Parliament for the good
government of India, the centre of political gravity
has shifted from Whitehall to Delhi and Simia
and yet the position of the Government of India
is by no means a very &nviable one. On the one
hand, constitutionaily it is under the control of
the Secretary of State, on the other it has to deal
with sn Assembly whioch has an overwhelmingly
large non-cfficial majority. The exeoutive is
irremovable, but all the eame, excepting in regard
to certain maiters it feels the pressure of solid
non-official opinion in the Assembly. A Govern-
ment situated as it is, can never depend upon the
suprort of any party in the Assembly. It may at
times accept compromises, which perhaps it would
have rejected if it had a party to fall back upon
and when-it refuses to acceptany such compromises
it comes into conflict with non-official opinion in

the other hand, an Assembly, which knows that it
can criticise the Goverament and offer obstruc-
tion whenever it can close up its ranks, but which
is not entrusted with any responsibility, must
more or less be always in an attitude of suspicion
and resent the limitations which have been placed
upon its powers.

A Thorough Re-examination Needed.

Taking the situation as it is, I submit thata
true sense of responsibility cannot grow in a roil
like that of the Assembly. Admittedly, the
constitution, which was given by the Act of 1919,
was of a temporary character and the Goveronment
of India Act itself, contemplates the appointment
of a commission for the purposes of enquiring into
the working of the system of government, the
growth of education and the development of
representative instilutions, ete. It secms to me
that upon a true construction of section 84 (A) it
cannot possibly be held, that this commission
cannot be appointed before the expiration of 10
years. I think, the whole position has been put
very pointedly by Mr. Hope Simpson (whose
re-election to Pariiament I welcome) in a speech,
which he delivered last month, at the National
Liberal Club. "It is patently unreasonabie” said
Mr. Hope Simpson, “that India should be con-
doaxned to the administration of a faulty constitu-
tion for six long years, if intermediate reform is
posssible, nor can [ see any reason, why the
statutory provision for an examination in 1929,
should preclude examination of the question
before that dafe. OQOaly good ean come
from investigation of the working of the machi-
nery set up under the Act of 1919. Ifall is well,
it is good that this fact should be authoritatively
stated, 1f there are weak points, they should be
gtrengthened—if modification is required the
change necessary should be undertaken. The
casa is one for deotailed, careful and thorough
enquiry, in all its aspacts by a commission of first
class men, to include an expert in constitutional
law.” With these observations of Mr. Hope
Simpson I need scarcely tell you that I am in
complete agreement and I have repeatedly urged
them myself, both here and in England during the
last twelve months. There ars nodoubt dangers
in over-acceleration, but to my mind there are aven.
greater dangers in undue delay. At a recent
debate in the Royal Coloaial Institute Sir William
Vincent, who can speak with direct knowledge
which is by no means out of date, is reported to
have stated as follow :—‘Sir William Vincent
emphatically dezlared that Britain had given
India certain solemn undertakings, and it was
fmpossible for Britain to go back on them. "None
was more alive to the dangers of over-acceleration
of thd reforms than those who have some measure
of responsbility for carrying on the administration.
But it was impossible in the new system, which
has been inaugurated, for good or bad, to carry on

the Assembly and popular opinion outside. On } the old system of bureaucratic government that

L
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had got to change with changing times, and the
#ooner they made up their mind to that the better
it would be for futura relations.” These are not
the words of an irresponsible agitator or &
dilettante politician. They are the words of a
man whohas had intimate experience of the reforms
and who has held so many distinguished positions
in India under the old and new systems alike I,
therefore, think that it is the weakness of the
present constitution which furnishes the strongz-
est argument for a thorough re-examination of
¢he whole position and when to that is added the
undoubted fact that political! sentiment ia this
country among all classes has unmistakably been
growing and that a new conscionsness is pervad-
ing the whole of the country. I cannot ses how
it is consistent with statesmanship or with the
best interests of England and India to postpone
the appointment of such a commission until 1929.
dndeed, Mr. Montagu himself, during the passage
-of the Government of India Bill, declared that the
daw relating to the appointment of the statutory
-commission was not like the law of Medes and
Persians and I for one fail to see how either the
‘Government of India or the Secretary of State or
Parliament can improve the position by waiting
antil 192%. On the other hand there is every
danger that the situation may still further
deteriorate and what may be possible now to
achieve, with the goodwill of all or many, may
present difficulties of an enormous character, a faw
¥ears hence,
Amendment of the Government of India Act.
- I am aware, that it is held in certain quarters,
that it is possible to make an advance in certain
directions under the present Government of India
Act itself, without in any way modifying or alter-
ing the provisions thereof. Even assuming that
the Secrefary of State in Council may by rules
framed under section19 (A) of the Act, regulate and
zestrict the exercise of the powers of superinten-
-dence, direction and control vested in him, with
& view to give effect to the purposes of the Govern-
iment of India Act 1919, it is obvious that such
mélaxation of the control of the Secretary of State,
will be very much different from genuine respon-
wible government, Let us assume further, that
wnder the Government of India Aot itself, it is pos-
8ible to establish provincial autoromy. Will you
be satisfied with provincial autonomy without a
.corresponding change in the character and composi
tion of the Central Government? The words “provin-
«cial autonomv’ seem to have a great fascination
for some of us, bat I venture to think, that when
you will take the trouble of viewing the Govern-
mant as a whole, you will not be free from serious
doubt as to whether in aotual praotice it is prace
ticable to give the provino:s autonomy, whea the
«Cen'tral Government, which must continue to deal
with certain national matters of tha most vital
characier, will continue to own the control of a
higher authority. From a purely counstitational
a8 also an Biministrative point of view, I think

the system will not work evan fairly eatisfactorily
forlong and I am afraid there will be constant
friction between the s3-called autonomous ‘brovin-.'
cial Governments and the Central Goverament.
It is true that the sphere of funotioas of the
two Governments may be more clearly definel.
but it seems to me jinevitable that in certain
matters affecting tha interests of the sountry as
a whole, your Ministers will be in the unenviable
position of choosing between their supporters in
Counocils and the Central Government, It seems
to moe that nothiog canbe more ill-assorted or more
likely to retird the growth of full ard real respon-
sible institusions in this country, than to introduce
complate reponsibility in the provinces and place
them under the ciatrol of an irremovable and irres.
ponsible executive in the Central (Fovernment,

-The spirit actuating the two respactively, will ba,

if not antagonistic, very diffarent and I am afraid
that instead of getting the substancs of respon-
sibility, you will get the shadow. Among other
problems of the future as I envisage, it is the pro-
blem of having a Central Government which in
rogard to national matters will be the most oohe-
give element. For, cur provinces cannot in the
interest of national safety and national progress

“afford to be too provineial. I am not pleading for

the introduction of diarchy in the eentral Govern-

ment. All that T am urging is, that field
of adminlstration covered by the Central
Government, should be carefully surveyed and

examined, the sphere of functions of the ocentral
and provincial Governments should be precisely
defined, and that the civil administration in charge
of the central Government should be made res-
ponsible to-the extent to which it is made responsi-
ble in the provinces. This necessarily zives rise
to the question as to what we are to do in the
future with the Army and the Foreign and Polikl-
cal Departments of the Government of India,
The Army.

Ag regards the army, I desire to emphasise
that it is such a huge and delicate machinery and
the problems connected with it are of such a com-
plex and technical character, that I think you will
be well advised not t2 prass for its control, until
you are raady for it. It should not however ba
beyond the scops of statesmanship to provide
ample statutory safeguards for the army budget.
That is a matter for experts. Meanwhile, we
should have a definite ahd steadily progressive
programme for the Indiarnisation of the army, by
which I understand the providing for the recruit-
ment of Indian oTicars, with the highest training
in the different branches of the army. This must
neceasarily ba a slow process, but not soslowas I
am afraid will ba the casa if ao further progress is
made upon the scheme, which was adumbrated
early this year—a scheme which, though itisa
concession to Indian sentiment, is very far re-
moved from the raal Iadianisation of the army and
may take generations befors our aspiration in
that direction bears frait. If the scheme which
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was put forward before the Assembly early this
. ¥ear, has not evokéd much response orenthusiasm,
it is to n® small extent due to the o-nsciousness
-that whatever it may do itcannot achieve the end,
which it professes to achieve, within any reason-
-able distance of time. 1 shall perhaps be asked, as
“$0 who in fature is to admiuister the Army,Dapart=
ment and who is to rapresent it in the legislature.
Well, gentlemen, the Foreign and Political De-
partmsents are suppised to be in the hands of the
~Governor General himself and yet the fast thet
-the Governor General is not a mamber of the iegis-
*Jature has not placed those Dapartments at any
special disadvan!aze. Similarly, I think, some
..such arrangement will have to be arrived at, by
which the Governor-General miy assu ne definit®
»responsibility for tha administration of the army
and be also represented in the Assembly of the
“future.
the commission, which I havesuggestad-above,azd
1, therefore, refrain from going into details. It is
-sometimes urged that India can never be a self.
;governing country, unless it is able to assumeres-
rpoasibility for its defence. Well, if in the case
of some Dominions England could tike responsi-
~pility for their dafence, until thay wera able to
-assume that responsibility for themselves, why
-not in the case of India ?
The Indian Priaces,
Not less important is the problem relating to
~tha Indian Princes and their relstions to the Cea-
tral responsible Government, That thersara some
-enlightensd and patriotio Princas I readily admit,
“Put the vast majority of them, I mainiain, are ex-
—tremely jealous of their rightsand dignpities, and
‘having been accustomd to centuries of the auto-
-oratic rule, they caunot be expected easily to fall
into line with democratic institutions. So far
~from courting their opposition or arousing their
suspicion, it is far better, thatin the interast of the
bulk of the country, you shouald leave them alone,
=and let them remain under the direct charge of the
Wiceroy, than that you shoulltry to briog them
+into direct relation with your respunsibe
Goverament of the near future. I am open
to argument and siould always be ready to
-aecept a batter plan bat I sugeest £€> yoa that
you should adrpt a programme for responsible
: government in the provinees and a correspmding,
: 9imultineous modification of the character and
composition of the Government of India.

| ©bjections Answerd, |
" I shall now briefly notice soma of the -argu-

+ments which may ba urged against any such

-further constitutional advance in the near futurs.

(1) In the first place, it is urged that a
~democratic rasponsible Government; in India is
-an impossibility, witbout an intelligent and
capable elactorate. Under the present schame
-we have got an electorate of some 5 millions
“The election of 1920 was criticised on the ground
cthat a considerable numYer of electors abs‘ained

Toese are mattars for the examination of ;

from voting. This year, although exact ﬁguar's

are not yet available, it is a fact that a very much
largar number of electirs have gona to the polls.
Howsoever, we, as party politicians may regret
the slactors’ ohoice, the fact that they have gone
to the polls in much largar numbers is significant.
You cannot increass the intellizence and the
capacity of the masses by keeping them away
from the exarcise of those rights, whizh are best
appreciated and valued only whan they are
exercised. If I may bs parnittel to quote from
an artiocle which I contributed to the Contemporary
Review for Novembar, ** I maintain very strongly
that the mass of our poople are naturally shrewd,
and understand their local problems. They are
far more orderly than people of thair class -in any
other country. They are responsive to generous
treatmen’ and elevating inflisnces, The consgci-
ousness of the possession of political power and
the repaated exercise of it at elections, should in
itself be an edncation of incaloulable value. In
addition there is an obligation up>n those who
seek their suffrazes to give them political eiuca-
tion. ” To those wio constantly remind us of
the illiteracy or want of eduoation of our masses
without at the same time recognising their own
share of the responsibility for that state of things
I shail say, * D> not forgat the history of your
own country in or about 1832, Your systemn of
elementary edusation did not commaencetili nearly
half a contury later and you are still busy in
expanding end improving educition but that has
not praveated you {rom expanding t1e representa-
tion of the peop's. ™ At any rate, if thera was
any seriousiess about the announcement made
in Parliament on August 20th, 1917, as I think
there was, the argument of the iznorance of the
masses ghould then have been carefully weighed.
I do not wish to minimise the importanceaof it, but
al the samne time [ maintiin that the education of
the masses and constitutional devalopmnent must
go hand in hand.

(2)Itis naxt urged that India is a country
of important minorities and sometim:s we are
told of warring® minorities, I am prapared to
admit that in any schema of responsible gavaern-
ment which may ba evolvad, it is of the most vital
importance that the palltical, oivil and religious
rizhts and interasts of the miaorilies shoald be
adequately and most scrupulously profected. It
will do no good to ignore or minimise the jproblem.
Let us face the situation boldly, eourageously, and
yet hopefally. '

So far as the depressed classes and what are
called the untouchables .are concerned, our
sympathies are unreservedly with them and I
do maintain that if our passion for political
freedom and democratie government is real we
have got to modify our old world notions of social
relations. Bithar you value those traditional
social distinctions or you vaiue the political
institution you are aspiring after, If you value
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the atter then you have to alter radically your
old cutlook. :
The Hindu-Muslim Problem,

(3) Similarly, in dealing with the Hindu.
Mohamedan problem, I would make an earnest
appeal to all ooncerned, to consider whether the
cherished idea of responsible governmenf does
not imperatively demand that we must make un-
accustomed sacrifices on both sides and part with
prejudices and parrow secotarianism. This, lef
it be admitted, is a most serious comment upon
our entire political life, and go wherever you may
outside India, this is the one question which
is put to you by every one, friand and foe alike. If
hitherio Hindu-Mohamedan unity has lacked
strength or durability, it has been mainly due to
the fact that we have not adopted the true basis of
unity. This can only be the recognition by the
two communities that India is the ecommon
country of both, that the claims of Indis on the
service and loyalty of both are paramount and that
political freedom and political rights are by no
means inconsistent with the exercise of religious
rights and ceremonies by each community with
the fullest possible freedom. I do not wish to go
into the details of the solution of this problem. I
wish merely to state the problem as it strikes me,
There is, first of all, the question of representation
on municipal, local and parliamentary bodies.
This again resolves itself into two questions—(1)
What is the adequate representation to which 'the
Mohamedans are entitled ¥ (2) What is the best
method of repesentation ? Nearly seven years
ago when the Mohamedans of my province wanted
separate representation in the municipalities, I
supported them, not because I thought that it was
politically sound but beoause it seemed to me that
that was the only condition on which they werse

‘prepared fo cooporate with the other communi-
ties. Even after this distance of time, I do not
regret my action. Separate electorates, appear
however to have brought ip their tra‘n a mass of
evil. Butunless andu ntil the Mohamedans them-

selves change their attitude, I think we should do-

nothing to take away from them this method of
‘representation, to which they rightly or wrongly
attach so much importance. As ito the amougt of
ropresentation I should have thought that the
question had been solved by mutual agreement,
But if that is not so, why should it be impossible
to solve it now ? A little exercisa of patience and
forbearance on both sides and an earnest desire to
understand each other, should bring us nearer the
so'ution, than anything else, and I think ths duty
rests heavily on leaders of &ll sections of politi-
cians, who believe in the destiny of India that they
should, at & joint conference, fairly and frankly
digcuss this question and arrive at some solution.

~ Minorities and the Services,

The next questioq is Ithe question of the repre-
seniation of the minorities in the public services,
Much as I depracate recruitment to public services

based on communal grounds, I reoognis; that ins
the present circumstances of India it is inevitable...
I personally think that the best solution of it lies<
in the appointment of a Public Services Commis-

sion, on which Hindus, Mohamedans and Europea .

ans should all alike be represented and the work
of recruitment should bs left fo it. Exeepting in :
regard to ceriain appointmenis of & politiecal char-
acter, which should in my opinion be left ia the .
hands of Ministers, I be'ieve that we should meet
the situation much better, if we Were to transfex~
all such power from the hands of Ministera or the
Executive Government to an independent body, .
like the Public Services Commission which must
see alac to the adequate representation of each
community.

Religious Disputes,

As regards religioua disputes in whioh the ignor--
ant masses got at times involved, it is certainly
the duty of the leaders to do nothing or say noth-
ing, which may inflame sectarian passions. But
that alone is not sufficient. With the fullest ex-
ercige of religious freedom thore must be the und-
erstanding that each party has got to respsct the
susceptibilities of the other. Moral. injunctions
alone will not solve the problem, conscious effort,
is even more necessary and it sseams to me that in
your Constitution of the future the swmplest safe-
guards for these rights and privileges should be-
expressly provided for. Necessarily, you will have1
to depend upon the growth of sound public opinion
to support your effort. But the problem cannot;
be solved except by facing it. A heavy responsi
bility in this connection lies on the press and
with its growing power in the country I
think it oan be a potent factor in dealing withd
this problem. The receat disturbances in Indis.
have been advertised a good deal in England and the
impression produced naturally is one, which is not.
very hopeful for the future. Bat I do maintainy
that so far as this question is concerned, we slhould1
take the responsibility for the solution of it on
ourselves and if the leaders of both communities’]
to whom Indian unity and Indian self-government;
are such sacred words, make a determined effort
o restore happier relations and to arrive at
gattlement, which will be accaptable to the vas)
majority of both, I think the problem may yet be:
goived. |

British interests and Imperial Services,

We shall probably make our task much easier)
if we also recognize that there are gertain vital:;
British interests in India and that unless snd;.
until those .interests are rafeguarded, we
¢hall have to meet with no little diﬁoulty. i
our sitempt at achieving self-government. S'lmi
larly, in 1regard to the Imperial Servwa_s,;
which are predominantly Europesn in their
composition, we _shall have fo define our
attitude. I do mot wish to go into thg-
details of this question, for more reasons than oae

But I venture to masake aﬂ\iew- observations.. Th?
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Services do ‘no gcod to themselves or to this
count®y by impugning the good faith of Indian
politiciana. nor is it right or just for us to indulge
in wholesale condemnation of the Services. Any
unjust or unfair criticiam of the Services must
be deprecated. At the samse time it must be borne
in mind that hitherto the services have occupied
a peculiar position. It does not ocorrespond to
that of the public services in Epgland or the
Dominions. They have been to a large extent
rasponsible for the formulating of policy in 'India
and if in the future their position is approximated
to that of the permanent serviceselsewhere, [ have
no doubt that muoch of the criticism which is level-
led at them, will be diverted to the responsible
Minister. Indeed, the recent elaotions show,
that much unkinder language has been used by our
countrymen towards our own Ministers and other
Indians, assooiated with the Government tha
towards mambers of the permanent services. We
hear much of cases, in which officers come into
conflict with publiec opinion. I wish, we heard as
much of cases, in which officers are heid in esteem
by the publie, for I refuse to believe that there are
no good men among them or that all appreciation
of their work is extinct among Indians, So far
as the question of salaries and emoluments is

concernad, if there are any legitimate grievances,

by all means- let them be examined and redress
given where it is due, subject only to the financial
capacity of India.
my mind is the question of the venue of recruitment,
Why should the decisionlof self-governing India,
unless it is a thing of the distant future, be
anticipated now ? In any case, it seems to me that
many of those who are already in the services, will
be here for at least another;25 years; but the longer
vou continue recruitment in England the longer
you postpone the day when the =ervices will be
Indianised.

Necessity for a Commission.

* Gentlemen, I have placed these views before
you in the broadest possible manner withoutgoing
into minute details and all that I ask you to do
on the present occasion is to give your careful
consideration to your future policy and future
programme. If you want constitutional progress,
you must set to work for it That
work does mot and should not ecnsist merely
in passing resclutions’or making speechess, You
have got seriously to educats publis opinion in
favour of your policy and to acquire support for
your views; for unless this is done, the forces of
opposition against you, will be strong indeed,
far stronger than you imagine. Do not rejsct
my suggestion about the early appointment of a
commission, merely because commissions and
commitees are supposed to be a methed of
shelving pressing problems, If that were my
conviction and belief, I should not have brought
this suggestion befora you. But I do believe that
before any constitutional advance takes place, the
whole position will require very careful examina-

But the essential question to

ey

tion ; 50 many interests have to be reconciled”
so many different points of view have got to be
borne in mind, so muoch readjustment of the system
of Qovernment will be necessary, that I cannot
imagine that merely because you express the wish
for the establishment of Swaraj, it. will be an
aocomplished fact. A commission is the very
thing contemplated for such progress, by the
present Government of India Act and even if it
were not so, farther constitutional development
would in any cases have involved the bringing into
existence of an sgency for it giving effect to ti.
Oncé a commission is appointed you can put
forward before i, your own views on the
future of the Constitution and put all the
pressure that you are oapable of, on the Govern-
ment here and Parliament in England to
give effect to your views. That is the only con-
stitutional method which to my mind seems like-
1y to yield any satisfactory results. Constitutions
are not easy to make, &8 is sometimes imagined
and it is for you to prepare the ground by taking
the necessary steps.
The Liberal Party.

Above everything eise, it is necessary that you
should define your own position and organiee your
forces. So far as your position is concerped I
have no doubt as to what it should be. The Libe-
ral party cannot be an asylum, either for tories or
for revolutionaries, Liberalism is not merely a
mode of expression buta habit of thought and
action. QOur watchword should always be Progress,
and continuous Progress. QOur methods should
alsobe clear and well defined. While we shoulu
resist to the utmost of our power and capacity
anything which is caloulated toretard ourprogress,
I do not think that we can seriously contemplate
the adoption of a calculated polioy of obstruction,
which so far from helping our progress may seri-
ously hinder it. Again it seems to me that if the
Liberal party is to extend its influence, casual and
unorganised aotivity is not enough : its work must

_be continuous and incessant. I admit that our

detractors have poisoned the public mind against
us, but that ought not to deter us from approach-
ing the public and putting up with the rough and
tumble of public life. We must have a strong
Centrul Executive and we must try tec establish
living and serious-minded associations, all over
the country wherever we can. Not only murt we
do this but we must strengthen our own press and

"wherever it may be necessary, establish new

organs. Wae shall no doubt meet with difficulties
for some time, but I have not lost all faith in the
shrewd commonsense of the people. It may be
clouded for some time but it cannot be for all time.
1t is by persistence alone that we can conquer
thoee foreces of opposition, which have accounted for
our defeat and disappointment at tha last election.
Idonot sympathise with those who find solace
merely in the thought, that they might have done
better if only their opponents had indulged in less
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misrepresentation of their views and position,
“We must frankly admit that much of our present
‘position is due to the weakness of our orzanisa-
tion. the want of party discipline and above all,
our omission to organise an adequate party fund.
“For I think that if we are to survive as a party if
is necessary that we should have funds and ample,
funds. I know the difficulties in the way but I
also know that we have to fight those difficulties
~and overcome them. In order to amdvance our
soheme it may be necessary, indeed I think ‘it
will be necessary, for us, not only  to send
a strong representative deputation to England but
" to establish an independent and active organisa-
' tion of our own there, for the dissemination of our
views and correct information in England. Be it
gaid to the cradit of Mrs. Besant that hers is the only
crganisation there thatdoes something for India iin
the way of propaganda. It is all xery well for -our
countrymen to say that we can afford to ignore
‘English opinion, but do not forget ‘that we have
mo real living organisation of our own there,
Thosa who are opposed to any furthor ptogrecs.
and who regret even the present measurs of
reforms have got powerful organisations,
supported by plenty of funds and led by some
retired (Governors and officials, who still think and
talk, as if India stood where it did in their time.
The English nation is essentially conservative and
fights shy change. Its conservatism is all the
greater in the case of Indis, which it has been ac-
customed to treat as a country full of ignorant
people, hopelessly divided among themselves and
flying at each: other's throats and kept- together
only by the centrolling hand of its represantativeé
here. I do not blame people in England to attach
weight to the uncontradicted statements of some
of those who <claim knowledge and expe-
rience of India. Besides, let us not forget
that the impression which some happenings

in this country have produced, has been most

unfavourable to us and yet my experience during
the last few months was distinotly hopeful, for,
while on the one hand there is a section of die-
hards who will continue to oppose our aspirations
for as long as thay can, on the other there are men

of broad sympathies and large outlook but little -

kknowledge who, if properly approached will be
-willing to help uss Such help I would not discard
or despise, I would avail myself of every such

L3

‘'unworthy we may be, as their suceessors,

AR
source from which we can gather strength and

support.. I believe we can do much useful work
by sending a strong, well-informed and capable
deputation to England. - Our work in India must
go on simultaneously, if we wish to push the cause
to a suoccessful fssue. I, therefore, think that if
this mesting of the Liberal Federation succeeds
in nothing more than in devising means to or-
ganise the party and in adopting & definite line of
policy, .we shall not have met in gain, If we fail
in that, I for one must view the future of our party
with the gloomiest of forebodings, But. I have still
hope that the traditions of Pherozeshah Mehta

and Gokhale are not dead among us. Howsoever

’ let s
make an honest attempt to Iive up to their ideals

‘and seek inspiration from what they said or did

in their day. ~ Eighteen years ago, it was left to
Gopal Krishna Gokhle to give a definite shape to
our ideal inhis great speech at Benares. Since
then that ideal has ceased to be a far off adorable

‘dream. It has become now a living passion with

us. To be in our own country, what other subjects
of our common Sovereign are in the self-govern.-
ing Dominions is no longer a dream, which'we
would leave it to posterity to realise. Qur diffoul-
ties may be great, they are great, but they have
to ba conquered and must be conquered. I ven-
ture to think, that, if we approaoh these big pro-
blems in the practical spirit of those great and

" hallowed names and with their robust faith in the

justice and righteousness of our cause, if we
only realise that constiutionally our positio'n is
much stronger than it was in their days, thén I
have every oonfidence, that we shali succesd in
building the edifice of Self-:}overnment within
the Empire, the foundations of which were 1aid by
them. )

Temporary - defeat ought not to damp our
spirits. - On the contrary it should act as an in-
ceutive to more -active, more persistent and more
substantial work. I yet believe that the Liberal
party, if only it can reorganise itself, will play
a great part in the development of the Constitution
and though temporarily Libsrals may have receiv-
ed a set-back, Liberalism will still be the rallying

‘ory of ali these elements in the country, which

- recognise the value of constitutional work and

which bclieve in the efficacy of constitutional
met_hods‘. '

S————
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Hitvardhak Sabha, Kathiawar Hitvardhak Sabhs
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"WELCOME SPEECH .
BY
Dewan Bahadur K. B.-GODBOLE, M.C.E.,

'‘Chairman, Reception .Commiitee.

“Wednesday, December 26, 1923 at.3 p. m.

FELLO_W-—DELIGATES, LapiEs AND GENTLEMEN,

ON behelf of the Reception Committee of The
Sixth all-India -National ,Liberal Federation, it is
my privilege to-day to aoffer you & hearty welcome
to Poona. ' I may:tell you that I am only a substi-
tute or :Badli chairman, and as such I am not
likely to be.a. very successful functionary. Sir
Hormasji Wadya, the President of the Deccan
Sabha, was the Chairman of the Reception Com-
mittee according to the original programme, but
he resigned on account of his ill health and I have
been asked to supply his place, rather late in the
day. Under these circumstances, you will have
to judge of my performance with some leniency.

The city to which I welcome you has a long
record of political thought and activity behind it.
The founder.of the Great Maratha Empire was
born .in one of the hill-forts of the Poona .Dis-
trict, and was educated in this city in his early
years. It was in this Poona. District that he
commenced the formation of the Marathg Empire
by acquiring territory and  hill-forts from the
Mahomedan Ruling powers of the day. After the
" Maratha power was established under Shivaji, it
became a large. Maratha .confederacy in the time
of his grand-sen ‘Shabu and his minister Peshwa
Balaji Vishwanath. _

The Peshwai- head-quarters “were in 'Poons,
and it was from thia-city that the Maratha Empire
was governed for upwards of seventy years. After
the fall of thé Maratha Empire aleo, ‘Poona has
continued to be. an imp8rtant place as it haa been

the:capital of the'’ Bombay ' Presidency ' during the |

greater portion of the year from' the - co;mneuce.-l
ment of British 'Rule i western India.

Some ‘of our ‘most eminent - public men such
as the late Justice ‘Ranade, G. K. Gokhale and
B..G. Tilak were bred up- and worked in this city:
It “'was here thatone of the most successful
political - organizations of ‘its day, namely, ' the
Sarvajanik- Sabha-was started by Justice Ranade
in the seventies of the last century. This was an
organization' that commanded great prestige and
influence in its ‘day, .controlled - as it was by
public menlike ‘Ranade and Gokhale. 'The late

Mr., Gokhale started here in 1905 the Servants
‘of India Society -which consists of public workers
of the type of the Right Honourable Mr. Sastri
and Mr. G. K. Deodhar. 1t is to a city with these
antecedents that I offer you a welcome this after-
noon.
' OurR LoOSssEs. '
Since the last meeting of thejLiberal Federa-
tion, we, on this side of India; have had to ‘mourn
the sad death of Sir Narayan Ganesh Chandavarkar
Kt. who was one of our foremost public men
working in Political, Educational and Social fields
in this Presidency in the Liberal ranks. He gave
invaluable assistance and lead in all flelds of his
activity. Atthe time of his sad demise he was
the President of the Bombay Legislative Council
where his. work was marked by conspicuous zeal
and ability. Sir Narayan’s loss has been found
to be extremely difficult to replace. Another
death ‘which. we have to mourn on this side is
that of the late Mr. V. R. Gupte. He was a rising
public man and actually died in harness while
doing public work in the Bombay Legislative
Council where he was. attacked by paralysia a few
hours tefore his death.
..HISTORY AND POLICY OF THE LIBERAL PARTY.

. Before proceeding with my further remarks,

I should like.to place before you two extracts from

the Liberal Party manifesto issued in August last.
‘The first of ‘these extracts gives a history of the
formation of our Federation and runs as follows :~

“The Liberal Party of India is as old as' the days of Rajs

| Ram Mohan Roy and its greatest member .was Dadabbai

Naoroji. It is the parsy that is faithful to the traditions and
principles, policies and methods, and:is steadily,and consistent-
ly earrying on she wor« of the: Indian Nasional Congress thas

{ was founded by Hume, served devotedly by Wedderburn, and .

rehabilitated after 1907 by Mehta and Gokhale among others.
I exists 40 realize tho ideal held forth by Dadabhai Naoroji
at the greas Congress of 1906, of Bwaraj for India within the
British Commonwealth. It seeks to achieve by oonstitutional
action, Belf-Government and Pominion Ssasus for India as
warly as possible. Itis to the constitutional efforts of the
Indian Nationsl Congresa that India owes the Reforms of
1802,.1909 and 1919, In eonneation with the :last and most
liberal of the three Aots, thoss robust-hearted Congressmen
who had not lost fajth or given up patience were obliged in
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the public Interest to separate thomselves from the old orga-
nization when it psssed under s new control and ceased to ba
what it had besn. They then founded the National Liberal
Federation of India with the double object of ensuring the

effestuation of the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme in as liba- .

ral 8 form as possible and of -ultnimns the ‘old Congress
movement.'

The second’ extract relates to the principal

objects for which the Liberal party is working and’

will work in future. These are given as follows :

1. The sume status for Indfa in her dealings vmh
other members of the British Commonwealth ae is acoorded
to the self-governing Dominions ;

2. The approximation as far. as may be, of the relations
between the Beoretary of State for India and the Government
of India to the relations that subsist between the Beoretary of
Btate for the Colonies and the Governments of the Dominiens,

and the abolition of the Council of the Becretary of State for '

*Indla;
. 3. Areform of the constitution and functions of the
Governmene of India so as to make it responsible to the Le-

‘gislative Assembly in all matters save foreign, political and .

‘military affairs, and fnoluding fiseal policy ,
4, The abolition of Executive Councile in the provinces
aund the conversion of the whole of the Provincial Governmenta
. Intomioistries responsible to the Legislature ;
. 5. The extinotion of the provincial contributions to tho
“Gantral Government ;
(. 6. Aradical reform of military policy such that In.
dlane may get Into their proper place in all branches of the
defensive organization of the oouniry,anda subatnntinl reduc-
‘tion of military expenditure ;
7. A rapid Indiavization of the Civil Bervioea and thefr
control by the Government of India instead of by the Secrs-

ury of Btate, as an integral and indispensable part of the

polioy of responsible government for India ;
: 8. The widest possible difusion of ednocation and a re-
form of the system Bo ua to bring it inte greater harmony with
Indian conditions and requirements ;

9. The adoption of measures for the up-lift of all back-
- ‘ward slasseg, and specially the ‘provision of extended educa.-
tional facilities for their boyas and girls;

10. Legislation to bring land revenue policy under the
vontrol of the Legislature for the better protection of the
legitimate interests of land-holders, and for tho amelioration
of the condition of tepants;

A1, Theimprovemsnt of agriculture and " the develop-
ment of the co-operative movement ;

12. The development of Indian industries ;

-13. Bocial legislation, and the welfare of labom'ers;

14. The complete separation of Judioial and Exeontive
functions as well as services ;

15.. The eradication of the drink evil. The Indian Liberal
Party will strive by wigorous and sustained copatitutional me-
thods to seoure the above objects as early as poasible.

I think the above extracts will be interesting
to you as they give in a compact form the reasons
why & separate Liberal party was formed and what
that party proposes doing.

' WORK OF THE COUNCILS,

Sinc the last meeting of our - Federation at
Nagpur, the Legislative Assembly and’ Provincial
Councils formed in 1920 have ceased ‘to exist and
elections for the ' mnext triennial Assembly and
Councils have taken place. The work of the
Liberals in the old Assembly and Councils has been
pronounced to be good and satisfactory. The
members of the Liberal party -inside the several
Governments and legislature have laboured unceas.

m——

ingly for the removal of wrongs and the rédress of
grievances as well as for the development of bene-
ficial services and have proved the fitness of In-
dians for the exercise of the rights of self-govern-
{ment. Their achievements have not been more
marked and striking, on account of the periods of
exceptional financial stringency through whieh
India has been passing during the last three years,
and also on account of the spirit of non-co-operas
tion which was exhibited in some »f the legisla-
tures.  Most of our Liberal ministers have worked
with conspicuous zeal and singleness of purpose
and bave proved undoubted successes,

'NEED For VIGOROUS PARTY ORGANISATION
AND PROPAGANDA.,

The tale is, however, woeful, with reference to
our new legislatures. Our foremost men like Sir
Dinshaw Wacha, tha Right Honourable Mr, Sastri
and others have been telling us repeatedly that
we must have party organizations and regular
prepaganda work carried on not only in cities and
large population centres but even in the remote
country side for educating our masters, the elect-
ors The'elector must learn to distinguish bet-
ween his true friend and his impostor friend. The
Liberal party has failed hitherto in doing the pro-
poganda work and in forming the required organi-
| zations and the consequence has been that the
party has been swept away in the recent elec-
tions. This is what Mr. Chunilal Gandhi predicted
in his Presidential address in the Karad Provin-
cial . Liberal Conference of May 1923. This is
what Mr. Gandhi said :—

betimen, there is a very imminent danger of the ‘party being
gwept away at the coming eleations, at which, so far ;as Iam
" able to read the signs of the times, a large number of oar
friends of the N. 0. O. movement will tey toenter the Couavils
for the purponse of either gotting a redesss of the Punjab and
the Khilafat gneva.noaa through the Jounocils or failing that»
wrecking the Bame.’

What Mr. Gandhi predicted has come to pass

Banerjea, Mr. Chintamani, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad,
Dr. Paranjpye and Mr. Kamat on our side have
lost their seats. The Council entry section of the
Congress calling themselves Swarajists put up a
large number of candidates both for. the Central
Legislature and for- the Provincial Councils and
they have secured seats in considerable numbers
defeating Liberal candidates in many cases. The
numbers of declared Swarajists (Das party)
politicians that have got into the Provincial Coun-
cils are .18 in, Madras, 23 in Bombay, 45 in
Bengal, 43 in the United Provinces, 9 in the Pun-
jab and 42 in the Central Provinces. The figures
for Bihar and Orissa and Assam are not available.
Ia the Central Provinces, the Swarajists have a
clear mgjority and will rule the Council, which con-

Ifthat ( i. . forming Liberal organizations ) is not done

and prominent Liberals, like Sir Surendranath



o.

sists of 70°members altogether, if they work on
‘right lines. All these successes of ‘the Swarajists
are-due to the network of organizations that they
have all over the country side in.the shape of Dis-

trict and Taluka Committees and-the large follow- .

ings they have created: The Non-co-operation and

Congresa organizations have been "mainly ‘hefpfal .
| always a gentlemen in the front ranks..of our

dn procurlng seatsfor our Swarajist friends. .
i - WHAT wiLL DASITES DO ?.

It remains ta be seen what the Swara'psts are

-going to do after entering into the Councils and

-the Assembly. They are apparently not going to |

zaccept the responsibility of Government, judging

by what Mr. C. R, Das, the Swarajist leader, has'

+done in Bengal. The Government of Bengal is
-stated to have offered ministerships to Mr. C. 'R.
Das’e followers; but he, on behalf of his party, has
~declined to accept the offer. Apparently, therefore,
~the Swaraj party will be in the opposition. Thelr
+declared policy so far is to mend or end the
“Councils. If they mend the Councils, they will
-continue the work of the Liberal party and will
practically be Liberalsthemselves. If they attempt
*to end the Councils and wreck them, they will do
an incalculable harm to the country. The policy
-of the Swaraj party in the Assembly and the Pro-
-vincial Councils is going to be settled on the 29th
-inst. and early next month, _
As regards the Liberal party, we must take a
esson from what has taken place, and must form
proper organizations and educate the electors by
-steady propaganda work. Whatever our lapses in
“the past, I trust that in this session of our Federa-
“tion, we shall take some definite steps for the
organisation of the party and the systematic edu-
cation of the electorate. Unless this is done, the
<hances of Liberals getting in large numbers into
:the legislatures in the future will be very meagre,
‘The Right Honourable Mr. Srinivasa Sastri has
-observed in his Nagpur Presidential address of 27th
December 1922, that the ordinary elector being
-illiterate, ignorant and desireus to be let alone is
‘liable to be gulled by the demagogue and pursuad-
-ed to vote for the person who makes the most in-
-temperate speeches and theemost extravagant pro-
mises. This is quite true of the ordinary Indian
-elector. He must be’properly educated and must
Jearn to appreciate the value of his vote and the
-merits of the several candidates who ask for. the
-same. He must know who is his true friend and
who are empty talkers who will achieve nothing.
Having made the above general remarks with
-reference to the Liberal party and its present
-position, I carefully considered whether I should
review in my speech in defail, the principal ques-
-tions which have, been before the public during
the-last year in India and in Indian Legislatures—
«questions in the Political, Social and Economic

fields. I have come to the conclusion that it will
not be proper for me to do so as.Chairman . of :the
Reception Committee. . Chairmen in my position
have done this in the past, but 1 consider :this
procedure to be open to objection and 1 will telt
you why. We choose & President .every. year. te
guide the deliberations of the Federation and he :ig

politicians and public men. - I think.it unfair that
his Presidential address should .be forestdlled by
another lengthy speech from the Chairman of - the
Reception Commiittee prebably going over.the same
ground as the President has to cover in his address.
Thia is like cutting the sand under the President’s
feet. I will, therefore, refrain from making any
lengthy remarks on the questions of theoday and
will content myself by simply briefly referring to -
some of them.

- TREATMENT OF INDIANS OVERSEAS.

First is the treatment of Indians:in Kénya
and in the Colonies and Dominions of the British
Empire. We have a President for this session
who has complete firat-hand information on this"
subject and who has just returned. from :a con-
ference where this question was fully discussed.
He has found a promising avenue for the solution
of this important question, and we will soon have
in his address his considered and mature views -
on this subject.

THE CERTIFICATION .OF THE SALT-TAX, -

The next item is the certification of the in. -
crease of salt tax by the.:Governor-General in
March last, in face of the rcpeated oppositien of
the Legislative Assembly. Lord Reading has
defended this action of his, in his speech at the
European Association dinner at Calcutta on 15th
December 1923. Whether the certification was
justified or not is another question, but it had the
effect of putting the Liberal candidates at a con-
siderable disadvantage in the recent elections.
Several intelligent electors pointed to this certi.
fication and stated that the Councils and the
Legislative Assembly were useless bodies when
their decisions, as in the case of the salt tax, were
ﬂouted by Governors and Governor-General.

THE KHILAFAT.

Next comes the Khilaphat question. A re-
public has been established at Angora and the
Khalifa has been deprived of all temporal powers.
Are the Mahomedans in India satisfied with this
arrangement ?  Apparently they are, as we have
had no agitation on this subject of late amongst
our Mahomedan friends.

RoYAL COMMISSION ON SUPERIOR SERVICES,

The last item to which I will refer is the
Royal Commission on Superior Services in
India, which is at prssent holding its sittings in

.....

India.” Ihave followed the proceedings of thia



Commission with considerable interest, as I hold

some views on. this subject formed during my

membership of the Bombay Legislative. Council of -
over ten years. Speaking generally,. 1 hold opi-
fions on this 1subject: which are similar :to those .
held by Dr. ‘R. :P.’ Pasanjpye. - I :hold .that ithe
| India mndall other services-by. the Provincial

present Imperial and all-India services should be
constituted on a Provinciel-basis as scon as posaible,

except in the caseofithe Indian: Civil: Bervicerand |

she Indian Police Service. - The elament of-Euros
peans in the: latter twa.Servicea should be steadiln
decreased until it renchesithe minimum compatiblé
with the maintenance:of Jaw and order thronghout
India. - The:foreign.element rin" the:Indidn ; Ciil
Service::should .. be :seduced .to half: thet whold
strength.of the service in the next ~tem: years. :In
the case. of the Police Service, the: Indian element
should be steadily increased until the European
element is reduced to balf the total strength in the
next fifteen years.
provincial and under the control of . 16cal Govern«
ments and legislatured. They should .be manned
'by Indians almost.entirely, the few foreigners
that may be needed being engaged. on. 5 years’ or
10 years’ contracts on special terms.. The pays of
all ranka should be fixed on an Indian basis, Euro-
peans being allowed 50 per cent. additional - over
scas pay. The Provincial Services should- be di-
vided into two grades lower and upper, the pays of
lower grades ranging from Rs, 250 to Ras. 750 and
the pays of upper grades from Rs. 400 to Rs. 1200,
the . Commissioners | and. other divisional-officers.
getting special allowdnces ranging from Rs. 300 to
Rs. 800 per:month. :

‘All other services shounld be

The recruitment should be by. opén competi-—
tion to the extent of 75 per cent. the remaining 25
per cent. being kept. available Jfor. selection fronn.
lower services. I would have our superior services.
organized on the above linea. The :all-India Ser.
vicesshauld be controlled by the Government.of

Governments and legislatures. . Thecontrol of tha
Secretaty of &me wahkould . bemltcgether abolish-
edb o - ¢ oL

CONcwch. .
" Before ccncludmg my.-zemarks, I want to-

.draw attention.to one other pointand that is the

grent necessxty, that exists at. Present, of unifica=-
tion of severa.l castes, creeds and religions that
prevaﬂ in Indla, speclally as regards political
work in Councils and elsewhere. The differences
between Hindus and Mahomedans must vamsh,_
sa must the - differences and misunderstandings-
between Brahmms and non-Brahmins, and
Lingayata and Hindus. These class differences -
are clogging the wheels of progress in our legise
latures and administrations, The sooner they go,
the better. As remarked by my friend Rao Baha--
dur Kale of Satara, we must all abandon the doc-
trme of hate and exclusiveness and cultivate.
the spirit of love and broad-mindedness. We.
leerals must try our . utmost to secure . this
end.

I have now done,‘ and conclude by according
once more a hearty welcome tg you all,
You will now proceed to the elcctlon of yeur
Presxdent
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