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TOPICS OF THE WEEK

S0 another act in the Versailles
drama- hag at last begun. Thg
British note of the 12th inst. to
France and Belgium marks an altogether new
policy, well emphasized by the fact that, from the
first word to the last, it not once contains the word
“ Entente ™, nor any of the other * soft soap”
without which hitherto no inter-Allied communi-
oation seemed possible. To the policies of Geor-
gian make-believe and:of Lavian benevolent impot-
ence there séems actually to be sacoeeding one of
* Realpolitik "—of calling a- spade a-spade and of
refusing to be & French satellite any longer. M.
Poincars replies
sure of their rights, but of the means at their dis«

Mr. Baldwin.
leads.

poeal”—whicliis just as near tba declaration of war

as any Prime Minister's utterance cango. Britain
in these days of war~weariness- however is not
likely to take up the threat in that way. She very
adroitly instead is- preparing to refer the subjsot
matter of her difference of opinion with
France to international : arbitrament: and we
shall no doubt very soon' hear of her submitting
to the Permanent Court: of International' Justice
the question, as to whether France: has under
the Versailles Treaty the legal right of oocupy-
ing the Ruhr, Now the Hague'is a- place, where
neither her legions nor her vassals will avail
France anything : and what is more, she knows
that, for all the bluster of Monsieur Poincaré.
Bhe may of course refuse- to- appear before the
Court, but in either case, whether she: does or
not, it is fairly certain that she will lose her
case. But in that case, no French Government
will be in & position to work up- the French

PR C

that the French are’ not only

nation for & levde en masse against s pe'rﬁdious

Albion ®*: the only chance—and that dn ephem-

eral one—whioh Freaci militarists have for
the time being. With a whole world against her,

Franoce's hope of disposing of Eagland single-

handedly goss; with the legality of the Ruhr

occupation internationally disposed of, the Re.

parations guestion is bound to be disposed of
internationally toos But onoce dispised of, Ger-

many will regain hor strength, howaver slowly,

and once in' normal health, Germany, as a po-
tential ally of England, will mora than ocounter-

balance the Fremoch menace of England in the

air and below the sea. The key fo the whole

problem is how first to' msnmeavre it into an

international forum :aad id this coanection it
is signifioant to remembar that the' firat pablio

ufterance  of President Coslidge hzs bzen iny
favour of America’s participation in the
Hague Court. Undoubtedly the honours of the
duel 80 far are with Mr. Baldwin.

' L 2 * L

ON the Konya question it is no use
blowing sentimental soap bubbles
into the air, but it behovaes all
serious-minded patriots to consider practioal

measures of manifesting national resenitment and
extorting justice dt the hand of the Imperia! Go-

vernment. SirP. S, Sivaswamy Aiyer has, there-
fore rendered a-usiful service to the country by

subjecting, as he has done, all eurrant proposals in

this behalf to a searching examination in the
columns of the Times of India. The Reciprocity
Bill is, he thinks, quite inapplivable to Kenya. It

may be se, but the application of the principle

underlying the Bill to the Colonies cannot but

bave a moral effect upon their Goveraments and

upon the' Government of Great Britain, assuming

that it cannot inflict much material loss on them.

As to withdrawal from the Imperial .Echibition,

Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer is disinclined to support it.

Retallatory
Meastres,

- Hero also he seems to usto attach too little weight
'fo the moral side of the ‘matier.

But there is
acother factor to be taken into consideration. In
several instances support was afforded to the Impe-
rial Exhibition, not so muoh because of the gain
that it would bring to India, but because it was an
Imperial enterprise: in which all parts of the
Empire should participate. To the extont to whiock
our support of the Exhibition was inflaenced by
the latter - consideration, we are now entitled to

-withdraw, and if the sentiment of Hmpire out-
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weighed a hope of tangible advantagein promoting

it, we should not lose much by suoh withdrawal.
L 2 L 2 L ]

No one of course suggests that India’s re-
presentatives should abstain from the Imperial Con-
ference if they are in a position to raise the ques-
tion of Indians abroad there. But if this all-im-
portant question does not come up, we haveno con-
cern with the Couference. The League of Na-
tione no one has proposed to boycott. All that has
been proposed isthat Indian delegates should insist
upon their being allowed to speak and vote for
India, independeuntiy of Great Britain. This inter-
national forum is of use toIndia only if India can
speak in her own right and not as part of the Em-
pire. A heavy import duty on South -African coal
was really proposed before the Kenya decision was
taken and solely in the interest of indigenous
oollieries. Justifiable in itself, the imposition of
such a duty cannot fail to make an inpression
upon the Union Government. Sir Sivaswamy
~ Aiyer is doubtful of the efficacy of several of the
proposals recently made, but he makes the sugges-
tion that we should ask the Imperial Government
that neither in the civil nor in the military
services of the orown should any colonial be
employed who is the subject of a colony which
does not treat settlers fairly. Such a measure,
he thinks, is both legitimata and expadient.
Even this remedy would be more wvaluable,
wo believe, for the moral eflect it is likely to
produce than for its substantial results, parti-
oularly if such a retaliatory measure is to be
directed not against all the British Colonies, but
only against the particular Colony which ill-treats
Indians. Kenya has never besen regarded as a re-
cruiting ground for ths services, and the closing of
that avenue for employment in India will be
hardly-felt in Kenya. And, so far as moral effect is
ovnoerned, some of the suggestions examined by
Sir Sivaswsmy are quite as useful as the one he
has put forward,

* * *
THE Dasites are doing everything
in their power to bring the Congress
into contempt. When, at Nagpur,
the special session was desided upon, Mr. Das had
declared that his party would still go into the
Councils even if the Congress were to reaffirm its
resolution on their boycott. After such a declara-
tion they need not have worried about this special
session at all, but, in order to put a spoke in the
wheel of the Gandhian non-co-operators, they
called for another meeting of the Alil-India
Committes a fow days after and had suspended
the preparations that ware going forward in Bom-
bay for the holding of the special session. Not
content with these obstructive tactics, the Dasites

The Special
Congress,

reduced the whole Congress proceedings to an |

absurdity by arranging that the requisitionists
themselves.should not ‘attend the meeting. Their
oause was not however allowed to sufforin the
slightest degres, thanks to the good offices of Mra,

reoord of work done

Sarojini Naidu, who, secing that the Dasites would

be at their strongest in Delhi, made it impossible

for the President of the A.I. C.C. to have any

other venue. She is now rightly regarded by the

Dagites, ashaving gone over completely to the Swa-

rajya party (vide the Tribune of 1ast week). Having

secured a position of vantage, the leaders of the
Swaraj party have now abandoned their former

designs of boyocotting the spscial Congress, but

are making a great push to oapture it, if possibla,

and, sanguine of their ultimate victory, they have

discoverad that the Congress verdiot must natu-

rally carry great weight with the country. Mr.

Das has issued another manifesto, urging entry

into the Councils for the puarpose (i) of proving

that the Reform Aot of 1919 was iatended ** not to

confer but impede Salf-Government' and (ii) of
preparing for oivil disobedience whioch, accord-

ing to Mr, Das, must be the objsotive of every

Co ngressman.

* % *

ALMOST the first business transacted

by the Legislative Counoil of the
. Central Provinces and Berar consi-

sted in the passing of three resolutions, asking for~
the reversal of the Government's present policy ia

regard to the “national flag"” in Nagpur and the

release of prisoners, The Home Member of the

C. P. Government, Sir M, V. Joshi, promised not

to renew the prohibition order, which will expire

tu-morrow, if there is no dangar of the breach of .
the peace, and said that, if the permission of the

police authocrities istaken,the flag procession mighs
be 1aken even through the e¢ivil lines, which is

now the proclaimed area. Perhaps even more

important and, to us, more hope-inspiring than

this announcement is the reported readiness of

the Satyagrahizs to accept the offer of Govern-

ment, The Swaraj party’s orzans are no doubt
making very caustic comments against the non-co-

operators and repretenting them as having made

an abject surrender. If so much spirit of accom-

modation had been shown eariier, they say, there

need have been no conflict at all and there need

not have been more than 1,500 men sent fo gaol.

All this sacrifice of valuable human material is

indeed very deplorable, but just when the Saiyae
grahis are reverting to the path of sanity, none of

us that are opposed to them are called upon to twit

them with failure and to insinuate, as the Swaraj

party is doing, that the change of attitude is inspi-

red by faintness of heart. The national flag incidents

have a moral both for the Givernment and the

non-co-oparators, and if each party profits by the

experience we shall advance very much towards 8

quiet life in India.
» . »

Dr. R.P. PARANJPYA has just publi-
shed his second election manifesto
consisting of a straightforward
by him as KEduca-
tion Minister in times of great financial string~
ency. When it is remembered that the whole of

Nagpur Fi
Sa%agrﬂhﬁ?

Pr. Parznipye's
Gandidatare,
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the money available for normal growth was in
the first year absorbed by long-delayed increments
in the salaries of primary school teachers, it is
wonderful how much he has been able to do by
way of expansion of education. The Com-
pulsory Eduecation Aot, intended to bring

within the mext ten years nearly 80 7% of the
children of school age under compulsion, isof course
his greatest achievement. The Act is subjected to
much hostile eriticism, but most of the criticism
proceeds from ignorance. Having made the way
open to all and sundry to receive primary educa-
tion, be is alro arranging by a system of scholar-
ships to make secondary and higher education
accessible to all students of backward and depress-
ed classes who are now likely to come forward to
avail themselves of it. To give primary education
compulsorily to all aud to bring higher education
within the reach of backward classes, is an achiave-
ment of which anyone may be proud. We trust that
the University eonstituency will give Mr. Paranjpye
a chance to carry his beneficent policy to complete
fruition. Of course it is open to anyone to say
that he would have done better in the same posi-
tion, but the voters will require far stronger evi-
dence than a bare assertion of his superior quali-
ties and a petty fogging criticism of Mr. Paranj-
pye's achievements to convince them of the desi-
rability of transferring their suffrages to him.
* * *

ALTHOUGH 957 of the railway and
other material required by India
. is purchased in Great Britain, still
periodical attempts are made in Parliameat to
impose a statutory condition upon India when-
ever loans are floated in England, that the pre-
sent method of buying storesin the cheapest market
phonld ba abandoned and that a large percentage
of the purchases should be made ia the English
market. It is very ocurious that among the men
who advooated this on occassion of the third read-
ing of the East India Loans Bill on 17¢th July were
Mr. Austen Chamberlain, at one time Secretary
of State for India, and Mr. Lloyd George, under
whose premiership the new policy of buying in
the cheapest market was definitely laid down;
and among the opponents were such die-hards as
Sir F. Banbury. It may be that countriea like
France and the U. 8. A. make it obligatory upon
debtor-countries to purchase materials in the
American &c. market,but is should be remembered
that loans are subscribed in England not to oblige
India and other countries, but because they are
regarded as better investments than others;
and if only Epglish money is borrowed without
purchasing KEnoglish goods, even them it is a
profitable business for England, This men
Itke Sir ¥. Banbury recognise, and the only
resuit of altering the present state of things would
be “to furce up prices and to putthe Indian Govern-
ment and the Indian peop.e in a false position.”
Megsrs. Chamberiaion and Ueorge failed to carry
their point, but a statement made by Mr. Pringle
wiil only confirm the suspicions widely entertained
in India that, in spite of the Government’s decla-
ration to the contrary, a preference is somehow
being shown to England. "I have imformation,”
Mr. Pringlo said, ** that in one oase at least India
bought here at a_higher price, when she eould
‘bhave got the same thing at a lower price in
Belgium.” Mr. Pringle thinks that in this case it
was India’s free-wili offering to England. It was
not; it was either incfliciency or delinquenocy on
the part of the High Commissioner,

Parchase of
Stores.

“IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATIVE.”
THERE could not be a mora blatant fal sshood than
the one uttered by Sir Robart Coryndon, Governor
of Konya, in justifying the inferior status assigned
to Indians in the new Kenya "settlement,” that the
rafusal of several of their claims beoame nagessary
by reason of the fact that the interests of the
native had to be regarded as paramount. Wao hava
often said before that there would be no objeotion
whatever in India to such adjustments in thair
position as are required by a rezard for the welfare
of the native. He ia the rightful owner of all the
territory and to him allimmigrant raoes are bound
to give way. Baut, for the present, the supremacy
of the native interests which the Imperial Govern-
ment have clearly enunciated in the White Paper
seems only to serve as a cover for denying the
Indians’ rights and at the same time placing the
European settlers in a position of predominance.
No part of the decisions now taken appears to have
had reference to the idea of British trustesship
for the African. Wa ocan take serialim all- the
points on which the judgment of the Cabinet has
gone against us and show how the native interests
had little or nothing to do with the deocision.

Lot us take, first, the reservation of the high-
lands for Europeans. If is not even alleged that
desire to proteot the native made it necessary for
the Imparial Government to prevent not only ori-
ginal grants, but sucoessive alienations, of land in
this tract to Indians. The only ground that is put
forward in taking this decision is that, whatever
may be the words of Lord Elgin's pledge on which
the reservation policy is based, thia pledze has
been understood in a wider sense by the whites
who have taken up land there, and it would be
unfair to them if now Indians are let in by any
means, The solemn pledge of equality given fo
Indians is to be set aside in favour of another
pledge given to Europeans which does not mean,
but is merely taken to mean by an interested party,
that all the agricultural land in the uplands should
for all time be kept white. In the Wood-Winterton
report this question was at least left open, and if
now it is definitively settled to the prejudice of
Indians, is it beoause it was thought that the inte-
rests of the natives would be better served if all the
best land in Kenya, amounting to oae-3ixth of the
whole, is exclusively under the ocoupation of Euro-
peans? An equivalent privilege of the reservation of
land in the lowlands is promised to Indians, as was
done by Lord Milner, by way of a sop, and hera
the interests of the native first dawn upon the
consciousness of our Imperial statesmen. Land is
to be reserved for Indians only if it can be dooe
“without infringing on native reserves and with~
out conflicting with native requirements”; and
“aftor the expiration of a limited period, ths ra-
servation of this area in the lowlands will be re-
oonsidered inthe light of she experience so gained.”
Of course no such eafeguards are needed in. the

case of the uplands : they are to remain absolutely
white for all time to come. ' '



349

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

L]

[ Avgust 16, 1923.

Then take the case of Indian representation on
the Legislative Council. The Wood-Winterton
report had proposed $hat therea should be seven Euro-
peans and four Indians on the Counoil. It has now
been decided that Enropean representatives should
be 11 and Indian 5. This raduction of the Indian
proportion is not surely claimed tobe in the intarest
of the native, who indeed is to be represented by a
Christian Missionary nominated by the Government
of Kenya. Again fhe common voters’ list is dis-
carded in favour of the communal one: here,
indeed, it is sought to be shown that the latter will
work in favour of the natives, but the reasoning
adopted is curious, If, it is said, owing to the
Indian agitation franochise has ta be granted
prematurely to the Africap, a communal system
% would involve less risk of harm to him than a
common roll * (vide the June Round Table, the
writer in whioch has clearly very much to do
with the drafting of the White Paper ). But way
not prevent any harm coming to the African by
rofusing a franchise to all communities till the
African oan safely exercise it? That of course
{s admitted in theory to be the best ocourse.
For instanoce, the Round Tuble says: * With condi-
. tions such as exist in Kenya, anominated Council
would, in our opinion, have been preferable. There
could then have been no question of fairness. As,
however, a vote has been granted to the Eurc-
peans, it is too late to go back.”  Why is if too
late to go back ? It was only three years ago
that the franchise was gonferred upon the whites.
Sufficient time has not yot passed for vested in-
terests to grow. But if the franchise was extanded
at a time when the natives were not thought
of and if now it is found that the franchise ig
prejudicial to the interests of the natives, whose
welfare isa now held to come firat, why not take

away the vote from those who enjoy it ? Itis not |

a visionary idea impossible to carry into effect,
The New Stateman, not entirely favourable to the
Indian oliams, has suggested the disfranchise-
ment of Europeans as a practical measure and
go has Dr. Gilbert Slater. But the Cabinet, in
putting the native interests first, have made no
bones of their inability to touch the privileges
already conferred. They say, “There will be no
drastic action or reversal of messures already
introduced, such as may have been contemplated
in some quarters.” The Cabinet has thus been
anable not only to deprive the whites of the
franchise as should have been done in the inte-
rest of the native, but at the same time to
lessen the number of seats from eleven to seven,
a8 had been originally proposed. The retention of
the altogether disproportionate number of seats
allotted to the whites is defended on the ground
that, if the official are in any case to outnumber
the unofficials put together, it is immaterial how
the votes are divided among the latter. But thq
anewer to this Is, if excessive representation given
to the whites can do no harm because they will be
in a perpetual minority, surely afair representation

eould have been allowed to Indians without con-
flicting with the native interests, and at least
the natives ocould have had a larger share of
the representation. It is thus clear that, in the
matter of the franchise and rapresentation, the
inferior position in whioh Indians are placed
has no relation whatsver to the intersats of the
natives. .

In regard to immigration, nothing has baen
definitely settled, but itis too much to hope
that the rostrictions will be applied to both r aces
equally, In fact it appears to be the intention of
the British Government to begin by ocoutro lling
Indian immigration; since the regulations seem
to aim at men “in mechanioal and subordinate
olerical work and in small trade.” The Round
Table puts it quite olearly when it says, * On the
Indians’ side some work would no doubt for a timae
hava still to be done by them, but it shouldbe made
clear that those who find posts are there to cover
a transition period till the African can qualify
himself for the work.” Wo agree that b>th In-
dians and Europeans can be in Keny a only to cover
a transitional period, but whila this is being
enforced upon the former, no restrioctions seem
to be in oontemplation upon the immigration
of the latter. And it will somehow be found
that for the purpose of meeting the special reeds
of the Colony, Europeans will be required in a
larger proportion than Indians. What we fear will
happen ie that Indian immigration will be. strioly
controlled nnd the natives mads to depend upor
the whites whose attitude is sanything bul
sympathetic to them- All of which will be entirely
in keeping with the way the inferestaof the native:
are alroady being studied by the Kenya Govern:
ment, with the tacit consent of the British
Cabinet.

THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE.

IN a question involving- the transference of terri
tory from one gavernment to another, are thi
wishes of the peopleto be the deciding factor or ne'
Wa are emphatioally of opinion that they ehould

- be, and expressed it recently whila writing about

the retrocession of Berar. On the other hand, is is
maintained by some that the people’s wishes
should not only not be the deciding factor, but
should not count at all. They think it is but an
irrelevant issue in the adjustment of claims foa
territory. - As this is. & very important point we
shall deal with it atsome length.

We make a fundamental distinotion between
an estate and a State. The latter is not property
in the sense that the former is. A State is not the
property. of ita ruler or his dynasty and cannot be
sold or mortgaged by him as if it were merely an
esfate. A Stato is a scoial institution which oan
exist only with the expressad or implied consent
of the peopla.. Whera the. people demand a change
in the constitution of the State, it is effected. When
a government becomes thoroughly unacoeptable
to the people they rebel a nd no one questions, now-
a-days at any rate, their right torebel. The rebel.
lion might be. put down and a government un..
acceptable to them migh t be impoeed on them by
foroe; but their right to. rebel agsin is there ang
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will be enforced whenever they feel strong enough
to do so. International jurisprudence has mnot
denied the right of the people of Turkey to depose
their Sultan or of the people of Russia to depose
tho Czar or of the French or German vsople fo
effeot a revolution in their country. The rig]:_l{:
of a people to choose their own government 18
thus oconoceded. In modern phraseology this is
expressed in the terms * self-determination " and
“gelf-government”. The people of Berar or of
any other province or State are noexception to
this natural law ; and no morsl suthority—from
which mere force is excluded—can deprive them
of this inherent right. Suppose the people of Berar
are atrongly opposed to being placed under tha
Nizam and in spite of that opposition they are
transferred under his government, they might
in the last resort rebel. In that event.would the
British Government send an army to subjugate
them and. force them to remain under the Nizam ?
.And would enlightened publie opinion support
such aotion on the part of British Government,
shouid the latter deem fit to take such & course ?
What in all probability would happen is that a re-
bellion, violent or non-violent,or even a very strong
agitation, would be considered a sufficient reason
for cancelling the transfer. The partition of Ben-
gal was a much less serious affair than thetrana
fer of Berar would be. Yet the untoward events
which followed that very unpopular step compelied
a formidable Government to overcome considera-
tions of prestige and annul the partition. 8o
important & part the wishes of the people play
in administrative matters- And when there are
means of ascertaining the wishes of the people
concerned po sensible Government will neglect to
employ them =annd prefer ocure to prevention, in-
-versing the natural order of things.

But the wishes of the people were not taken
into consideration, it will be objected, when the
British Government tock over the administration
of Berar, which event took place in 1853 and not
in Lord Curzon's time as erroneously supposed by
the Indian Social Reformer. Granted ; but that is
no reason why they should not be ocomnsuited now.
Great changee have taken place in the politica
not only of India but of the whole world since
then and what went unchallenged then would not
go unchallenged now. But it is not true that in
the days of the East India Company the wishes of
the peopls did not count, Coorg was annexed in
1832 by the British, on the deposition of its Raja
for oppressive misrule, at the request of the people,
though the dynasty could have been continued.
About the same time the administration of Mysore
was taken over by the British because the people
had rebelled agnainst the Raja’s misrule and if it
was restored to his adopted son it was because the
people were not opposed to the atep. But, as we
have slready said, the omission to consult the
wishes of the pecple formerly is no justification
for not consulting them mnow and such & course,
whila absolutely indefensible in theory, would be
dangerous in practice.

It is said that justice requires that the question
should be decided on purely legal merits without any
reference to the wishes of the people. -If it were-
an estate, a matter of mere property, thast position
couid be accepied but not in regard to the govern--
ance of & province, Ln former days,it is true, people
did not distinguish between a State and an estats, '
The sharehoiders of the East India Company
could enjoy dividends out of the revenues of India..
Before the administration of Berar was taken over
by the British, the Nizam had leased outits revenues

to sucocessive moneylenders. But wa beliave such
things eannot be thought of now. The require«
ments of justice are not understood ‘once and for
all time. They change as publio opinion is better
informed. Slavery which was once considered just
isnot so considered now., In certain directions ads
vancing publio opinion takes the form of legisla~
tion and fixes law acoordingly from time to time.
In other directions legislation is not possible : for
it is publie opinion that in the last instance deters
mines what is to be law. In the oase of Berar it is
our contention that legal justice is dependent not
only on the facts of history—tha questionable
moeans by which the British came to adminiaster
the province—but also on the standard of law on
the subject, talerated by public opinion. In other
words, it is today unjust to transfer the province
to the Nizam againat the wishes of the people even
iffri% 5:s:;mh injustica was felt in the analogous case
o . ‘ - "

This reference to history is a very question-
able expadient.. Not only have the British acquir-
ed territory by unjust means but Hindun and
Muhammadan powers also did so when they could.,
The British Government has confirmed many In-
dian princes in their unjust possessions. We do
not now think of restoring them. When the doctrine
of lapse ruled, Nagpur, Satara and other I[ndian
States were absorbed in British territory. Now.
that that policy has been abandoned, is it open to
the descendants of the late Raja’s relatives to ask
for the rendition of thowe territories 2 If such a
fantastic contingency arose we should oertainly
think the people of those territories should have
the deciding voice. The people of Berar have been
under British rule for neariy thres.quarters of a
century, Their political status has improved with
that of the people of the rest of British India.
They are having the full benefit of the Montagu-
Chelmsford reforms which, whataver their defects,
are incomparably superior to Hyderabad rule. They
have the early prospect of full responsible govern-
ment. If in view of these advantages they do not
want to go back under the Nizam’s government,
whatever arguments there may be on the other
other side, we think the Government of India have
no business to transfer them. If ontheotherhand
the people of Berar believe that their material and
moral progress under the Nizam is quite assurad
and do not object to the transfer, we of course have
nothing to say—except that we shall not admire
their wisdom,

In this conneotion one is naturally reminded
of a wider question. Is the British Government in
any way responsible for the material and normal
progress of the people of Indian States? Many of
these States ara. too small to be efficient units,
They owe their separate existence to British
policy. In the ordinary course of things most of
them would have been absorbed in bigger States,
but Britain has made them permanent as they were
found in the most unsettled period of Indian his-
tory. VYery often if iz only accident that accounts
for one viliage being in British territory and its
neighbourtin an Indian State. But this acocident
has resulted in the peopie of one viliage en-
joying pariiamentary institutions, and their
relatives in the other being under unmitigated
personal autocracy. The suzerain power has
guaranteed to the rulers of the States security
from external or internal danger- But all that it
has guaranteed to the subjects is protection from
gross oppression and flagrant misrule. 8o long as
British India and Indian States were alike under
autocratic rule and the people nowhere possessed
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politional rights, it did not very muoh matter whether
one was here or there. But with the grant of represen-
tative-government to the people of British Indisa,
the subjects of Indian States have begun to feel a
legitimate grievance at their being consigned to an
inferior political status. They cannot improve
their position by azitation and organisation like
their brethren in British India, as in most States
thera is no such thing as freedom of opinion or as-
sociation. Is it not fair that the people of the
States should be guaranteed something more than
the negative benefit of protection from gross op-
pression—which often they have no facilitiea for
bringing before the suzerain power? We think a
minimum of self-government should be guarante-
ed to the people of all States in the form of elective
institutions and freedom of opinion and associa-
tion. These institutions should not lag very much
behind similar institutions in British India. The
goal of British rule in India is declared to be the
conferment in a few stages of responsible govern-
ment on the people. The aim of British poliey
towards the Indian States shounld, we think, like-
wise be the attainment of popular government by
the people of those States, Hitherto in its relations
wibh Indian States the British Government has
thought more of the Princes and their prerogatives
than of the rights of the people, But as it is the
people much more than the Princes who form the
State, it is time that the policy of the British Gov-
ernment was changad,

It is true that years ago Indian opinion was
very jealous of the dignity and integrity of Indian
States. That was at a time when British India was
governed, not in the interest of its people, but in
the interest of the British, when there was more
soope for the exercise of Indian talent in the States
than in British India and no political power wag
vested in the people of British India. Indian
opinion respecting the States has considerably
changed since then. We are not sure that the
abolition of a number of small States would not
now be welcome not only to the people of British
India bvt to the people of the States themselves—
indeed more ‘welcome to the latter than to the
former. The presence of a large number of States
is now felt as a hinderance to the growth of na-
~ tional solidarity. Unfortunately our Princes are
not oapable of the patriotic self-sacrifice of the
Jd apanese princes who in order to possess & strong
national government and help their country to be-
come great like advanced European ocountries,
resigned their powers in the middle of the last
century and bocame private citizens. Qur Princes,
on the other hand, want to conserve their
power and prerogatives by means of association.
They are gonerally ill-disposed to the growth of
popular power in British India as it has an in-
evitable reflex influence oun their own peopla. The
paople of the States, barring a few exceptions, have
to grow in citizenship in spite of their rualers, not

with their help. If the India of the future is tobe

a federation of autonomous provinces and States,
the latter cannot be as they now ars—too numer-
ous and in most cases too amall and cdneisting of
people possessing no politioal status. The British
Governitnent, if it has a vision for the future,
should therefore alter its policy towards the people
of the States, being a8 much the trustee of their
future as of that of British subjects,

— e,

CONTINENTAL LETTER.
BRESLAY, 24th JULY.

THE French have introduced a mew species of
political method into European politics lately : the
punitive expedition, Hitherto this sort of measure
was only in use in the intercourse with colonial
races, Even there it did not always find favour, it
is true, in all quarters of society, there still being
left a set of humaaitarians, ultra-liberals, pacifists
and other “oranks” who considered this way of us.
ing force towards the unarmed as unworthy of
human civilisation. Their opposition, however, has
so little been abla to stop this time-honoured usage
of the “advanced European nations”, that in a form
whioh is adapted to the circumstances it is going
to play a role now in the political life of Europe
itself. The two great German twin-towns, Elberfeld
and Barmen, have been the first to experienoce it.
There had been some row on the frontiers of the
newly invaded district between smugglers and
French custom officials in which, according to
French opinion, the dignity of their countrymen,
whioh it is unfortunately extremsly easy to hurt,
had not been sufficiently respected. So & small
army copsisting of artillory, a great many tanks,
mounted troops and infantry, suddenly broke into
these towns, arrested the burgomaster, stopped the
traffic, invaded all public buildings, disarmed the
 police and made a prisoner of the director of the
state bank and several other people. Then the
archives of the local administratioa were searched.
For in Elberfsld the heads of the banished officials
from the ocoupied distriot have taken refuge and
it must be evident to everybody that to get hold of
their documents on an occasion like this is much
easier—and cheaper too—than to increase the great
and unreliable army of spies that has to be kept
already for similur purposes out of the scanty pro-
ceeds of the Rubr enterprise. After some hours the
whole manceuvre was at an end; the military left
the towns with the pleasant fealing to have been
able to strike terror into their enémies’ breasts,
taking with them as trophies of their viciory some
of the desired documents and a number of prisoners
who only a few hours ago had still been perfect-
ly unaware of the fact that suoh a thing as
frontiers in the old sense of the word exist no
longer, at least as regards Franoce and Germany.
Ten years ago an occurreace like this would have
alarmed the world. To-day it is registered with a
very slight amount of interest only. Perhaps it is
not sufficiently recognised, howaver, how capable
of development the idea of this sort of punitive
expedition is, Why remain so near to the fron-
tiers? Are there not gigantic numbarsé of aeroplanes
in France? Why not fly into the heart of the
ensmy's country, why not descend upon Berlin
from time to time and, . g., punish & minister for
a disrespectful spesch by earrying him through
the air into & prison of the ocoupied distriot? Up
to now, it is true, French aeroplanes are not used

N for this purpose, Oa the contrary, on the day
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.after the attempt upon Barmen-Eilberfeld, which
happened to be the day of the great Fremch
-national holiday, they were used to let a rain
-of leaves drop upon the towns of the cocoupied
-district, in which France was being commended to
‘the population as “the sun from whom emanates
the true warmth of the reconoiliation of the na-
4ions”. The population however is of the opinion
that the sun is a bit too hot ]|

The expedition to Elberfeld may not have been
intended ae an auswer to Mr. Baldwin’s speech,
dbut to a certain extent it has the effect of suoh. It
shows most distinotly to Central Europs that its
aufferings are very far from being over and that
the threatening complete shipwreck may woell
-oome to pass although there is somebody busy with
the life-line on a distant shore, who up to now pre-
ferred to let the demoniaocal powers of the depth
have their way. The difficult situation of the
British Premier is perfectly appreciated in Central
Europe. French politics have a double face. One
is turned to the western states, to England and
America. It bears the traits of suffering : devas-
tated provinces, a difficult finanecial situation, a
-callous ereditor beyond the ocean, a recaloitrant
-debtor beyond the Rhine. Millions of people see
this face and this face only. They pity the deep
‘scars of France, the wounds that have not yet clos-
-ed. Their heart goes out.to the noble pathos of
her sorrows, they sympathise with every means
that seems fit to shorten her affliction, be it in

-striot accordance with the paragraph of the Treaty-

-of Versailles or not. The other face is {nﬁed to
~Central Europe. Itshows the old ins le imperi-
-alist greed that has characterised #rench politics
_ginoe the days of Louis XIV. The leader of Bri-
"tish politics sées both faces, but he speaks to many
people who do not yet gee ﬂ:em That is why he
is compelled to take their attitude into considera-
tion and to try to win them over to his opinion by
letting them see with their own eyes and by way
-of experiment 8o to fpeak that the mentality of
present France makes her deaf to the voice of
reason, no matter whether he uses the mostobliging
and indulgent words or proposes the most incontest-
.ably fair methods. That is why he couches his
‘proposals in the most compliant terms imaginable,
At the same time he tries to build golden bridges

for French imperialism. But M. Poincaré seems -

to think that there is no bridge that leads back
from the Ruhr district into France. In proclaim-
ing that he means to remain in Essen until the last
penny gf the German debts is paid and in refusing
-to abatg his impossible demands, he pronounces
with eynioal openness his intention to remain in
the Ruhr distriot till doomsday and his demand
-of,unconditional surrender of passive resistance in
the Rubr distriot before any negotiations are to

Xp[sce is & further proof of his conviction of
ham a.bsolutely sure of his prey. To wrench it
from hin'y 'dor 2 Jorce French militarism to listen to
Teason, 1‘~ed t"[gn.ntlc task, New methods will have
40 be found farform it, for a war-like nttempt af

1

L]

& solution of the problem would mean the end of
the civilisation of Europe.

These methods, howevar, be they ever so ex-
oellent, require time. The question is if there is
time enough left for them. It is soarcely imaginable
how heavy the yoke of the French invadsrs weighs
upon the unfortunate population. No doubt they
are oomplete virtuosos in annoying and playing
tricks upon harmless people ian order to ourb their
spirits. Personal liberty, life itaelf, are constant.
ly endangered. You go into your office or your
business in the morning and a few hours later you
hear from a friend that your wife and your children
are being turned into the astreetand a French rail-
way employee will sleep in your bed to-night. Or
you come home by train in the night and soma-
body tells you at the last moment in the station
that it has been suddenly forbiddem to pass the
streets after eight o'clock at night and that you
ran the risk of being shot if you dare to go home.
Recently an sxoellent measure of torturing the
population has been found in hermetically sealing
the frontiers of the occupied district. These ordi-
nances have been issued so suddenly too that
many thousands have been unable to veach their
homes from their working places, millions are un-
ablg to got in touch with their nearest relatives,
with their business partners or others with whom
they needs must remain in contact. All this is
done to make the population pliable and to induce
them 1 %0 agree to the idea of a Rhenish rspublic

~uiider the protection of France for which a number

of disreputable persons are working night and day
in the different parts of the invaded country. At
the same time the financial situation of Germany
grows worse from day to day. In these circum-
stances the position of the governmentin Germany
deteriorates constantly.. How could it be other-
wise? It belongs to the stock in trade of the
Fronch governmental press that in Germany no
real government exists any longer, but that Ger-
many is in fact governed by the great industriala
of the Stinnes type. There is some truth in this
statement, although the real state of things is not
quite as bad as this. But who has brought about
this situation? Who aims at it ? It is the French
government, which supplies millions of franes to
all movements in Germany which tend to the
weakening of the unity of the Reich because its
utter decay is the great end of its politics. So its
endeavour must needs be to make the government
feeble and impotent. Now a governmant which is
constantly insulted and humiliated must needs
become weak, Only a government that soores
successes keeps its authority. Itis all very well
to say that misfortune which hits you, together
with your family, must lock you cliser togather.
That may bs psychologically eorrect for a short
space of time, but if your family is large and there
are very different temperaments represented;in it
the case is quite otherwise, Misfortune, asudden
poverty and continual humiliations do not bring
you nearar together then; quite the reverse.
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That is n great difficulty for Germany at the |

Present moment on which the Freach government
Spet_s_ulate.. Especially the pacifist and the anti-
pacifist parts of the population are becoming more
antlngqnisﬁic_ from day to day. The unheard of
cppiessions in the Ruhr district produces {feeling
of ‘furious hatred against the French which is
difficult be describe. As it cannot turn itself
against the French themselves, at present it di-
rects itself against those whose political opinion
threatens to deprive the “patriots” of the ultimate
gratification of their burning desire for revenze
because it stands by its pacifism in spite of every-
thing that happens. Fortunately the great masses
are still pacifist and as chauvinism and revenge
schemes go unfailingly together with anti-republi-
canism all adherents of the present atate form are
on their guard against the preachers of revenge.
But it is not to be wondered at that with many
politically uneducated people he is considered the
begt patriot who expresses the greatast hatred
against the oppressor. Thus does a great part
off_tha nation look favourably upon the mem-
bers of the secret sooieties who under the
shield of patriotism promote the cause of the very
worst reaction with more or less criminal mesns,
Th:‘“'e can be no doubt that these societics *are
excellently organised and led by old officers who
know theil-‘l:%:jn_eas. However, as so many doubtful
R nve . ‘

106 RESHERE of Balong £ thart e Gevrs Waoper2d0cs
are in their ranks, the absclute secrecy 6 % [ e
they are bound by the most solemn oaths ie fortun-
ately not always kept, and although diffidence a8

" to this point has already cost many a membet’s life
still the police is able to get & glimpse now and
then of whatisgoing on in these societies and thus
to aid the authorities to maintain public safety.
‘However the air is full of electricity. Especially
during the last weeks the nervousness in many
circles was very great; “Putsch” plans of the
‘organisations of tho extrems right seemed to hover
in the air. It isof course quite impossible that they
should lead to anything like & resurrection ¢f the
monarchy or end in anything but & chaotic eondi-
tion of things, but that is the very state of affairs
towards which the French work. It would mean
the political dissolution of Germany. The same
danger lurks of course on the extreme left side,
" the sim of the Communists being an absolute re-
versal of the prevailing political conditions. Sothe
politics of French militariem have driven theleaky
German state ship between the Scylia of the red
danger and the Charybdis of the chauvinist threat
and the great question is .if the policy of Mr.
Baldwin will be able to allow it to pass into
smoother and less dangerous waters before it has
fulfilled the French hopes in falling s viotim to
one of them. '

LEVIN L. SCHUOKING. .

REVIEW,

MALAYA

Tag Srrares SeTTLEMENTS AND THe FEDERATED AND
UnrepERATED MALAaY StTates. Epiteo sy R. Q.
Winsrept. Illustrated. Loundon. 1923, 81¢ x514,
pp- xii & 283, ( Constable & Co. ) 12s,

Tae volume before us is prima facie a semi-official
haudbook of the Malay Peninsala, intended apparently
for the general reader, written by balf a dozen mem~
bersof the Malayan Civil Service and edited by the pre-
gent Director of Education, whose Malay grammars
and dictionaries are already well koowa to students.
Oue quarter of the book deals with the physical
features, the flora and fanna of the Peninsula:
another with the population copsidered both
ethnologically and historically ; whilst the latter
half of the book is devoted to an economic and
political survey of British Malaya, as it iz to-day.
The whole book is printed on art paper and contains
91 illustrations—-all interesting, though hardly welj
chosen and often only indirectly bearing on the
text. The map at the end of the volume is, cartg:
graphically econsidered, a poor feature. ’

The bock reads very unevenly. At times it 2
beautifully written, as when ( p. 20) it describes in

‘the Langkawi Islands « Telok Tasek, a quiet bay,

girt by castellated masses of limestone. Lavod bers:
and a short walk through cool forest brings one to
the gem of these islanda, a little lake of fresh wator
clear as glass and #o still it reflects like a mirror the
bushes and trees that hide the rocky cliffa encirol-
ing it.”” Elsewhere one often gets -the jargon of
the gnide book, as in the chapter ¢ Communica-
“5130a. Wwhere is given a tedious enumeration of
roads to'luces, of which one is told nothing but the
name—a QETiption at once too detailed for &
general reader, pd too aca.nty for,_ say, a motorst. ! 2

The book is srérfect mine for those who da-

- ht in the curious vho will not be surprised to
lli%:.l:’ :ll:atth‘e‘ thl:Kem uonkey, thongh a powerfal
swimmer, in crossing nifow creeks sinks and walky
along the bottom ” and 18t “ the stomach of & fine
male tiger shot near Kuals Lumpur contained noth-
ing but frogs” (p- 49)7 Owho is aware that * the
number of tree gpecies recordl from the Peninsuls
is greater than that from a India and Burma]’
. 35 ) ; that more species of rds occur there than
are * found in Sumatra and Irneo, thoagh both
thoge istands have more than dode ‘the area agd B
much greater range of altitade ” 7. 56 ) ; that ** b
region, except tropical America, ofis such a variety
of butterflies a8 Malayeia’ (p. 0 or that the
first, and etill the only, iron minel Malaya hag
lately been opened by Japanese ( p- 2})2 .
On the other hand the student wile sadly dig-
appointed, if he goes to this volume in t expects
tion of finding light on any modern probls, be they
cultural, political or economic. The Japese, Jjust
mentioned by ns, thongh the most jmpont factuir
in Malayan foreign politics, are hardly rered to;-
ot their ¢ pacific penetrstion " a8 photwaphe
Yabber growers and procurers, their solid o;pat:gp
of Southern Johore, their utterly 19cklesa nmes-
cial onslanght on Singapore daring the ;—7-_;11
these, to mention only 8 few, are facts W ‘k &
| gerve serious treatment 1n 8ny aen?nn 40 :dﬁn
Malaya. Again the role played by thf1 Aege ?ch.
muuity of Malaya in the Chinese ReyD0n, wii

| dethroned the Manchus, ia not a~ gl a8 roferragd
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to, and though amoungst the 31 ¢ Celebrities of
Malaya 7’ there are enumerated such obscore nonen-
tities as a Mr. Joha Dickensor Sir E. M. Merewether,
not & wo-d is sail 6 £ Dr. Snn Yat Sen, who daring
oune of the stormiest periods of his life found shel-
ter in the Peninsula. Again, it is almost incredible
that a book, which considers worthy of mention the
most piffling < industries ”* of making flower pots or
lime juice, has not & word to say on Malaria or Beri-
Beri—the importance of which in considered neitker
n their effects on the populatiou at large nor in the
wonderful medical discoveries made in combating
them. But for neither the Inatitute for Medical
‘Research nor the labours of such wen of internation-
-al repute as Dr. Malcolm Wateon is sny space
found in this volnme. Nota word is said on the
hospital system, j)rivate and publie, on the medical

garvice, on lady doctors, child welfare work,
-orphanages, criches; not a word on the magnific-
-ent picneer work iv 80 many of these branches done
by Romaan Catholic Convents and Anglican Medical
Missions. The services rendered by the Churches in

fact are altogetker ignored : and is it perhaps, be-

canse education in Malaya is so overwhelmingly in- |

debted to missionary bedies, that Eduncation itselfis
altegether kept out of this kook ?

What indeed is the book about? Half of it
reads a8 if intended for invectors, half asif for
" gpecialists. Tne former sections might well
form an appendix to the Annual Report of one of
the major rubber or tin companies or be issued
with the prospectus for a new Btraits loan: the
other are written with the ‘scientific myopia of the
enthueisst who bhas made some litile corner of
knowledge his cloee precerve—but neither for one
moment consider Malaya as what it really is:
& mere backgronnd for the human beings who
‘live there. These men, women and children of
any races are never considered as ends in them-
selves, bot cnly a8 means, a8 pawns in the hands
of *administrators’ snd ¢ investors’’; all these
estimabie gontlemen who contribate to this bleed-
less Look never seem once to feel that human
touch, which makes all mwankind kin but are
gatisfied to cescribe their fellows as if they were
stuffed mosewm specimens or ciphers ima Prefit and
TLoss Account.

- But more repellent still is the air of smug
complacency at the ‘‘achjevements' of DBritish
imperial power, which permeatea the whole book,
with its blatant idolatry of the ¢ Ubion Jack?”
.and itg narrow insalarity of Albion abroad. The his-
torical section for instance ends thug: ¢ At last
the whole of the Malay Peninsala, south of Bismese
territory, was shellered under the flag of Great
Britain ”’ (p. 162); whilst the whbole volame is
. mede to end on a reference to a Malay princeling,
¢ who proposed the gilt to the British Empire of
the battleship H. M. 8. Malaya, which took part
in the battle of Jutland in the Great War: ”* (p. 272).
For whom, one wonders, i all this patriotic flap-
-doodle intended ? _
Our authior himgelf is forced to admit that
{ i 121) * withont the energy and brains of the
Chinere population [ which forms half of the total]
- Britieh Malaya would not have become what it ia
‘to-day ”’ and that (p. 187) “‘rough though the
methode of Chinese mining be and much though
it owe to tnition from white miners, yet there are
places where these Chinese activities succeed,
after modern plants have. failed to pay.”’ And be it
remembered that it was the discovery of the Larut

thonong Nepritoes

tin fielda by the Chinese in the middle of the 19th
centory that led eventnally to the British occupa-
tion of the whole country ; that it was the lakhg
ot lives, laid down by the Chinese in the ecomstruo-
tion of the 1000 miles of railway and 3000 miles
of roads, of waterworks and wharves and pablic
works of every description, which have made at
all possible that material prosperity which is all
that the superficial see m Malaya to-day. Bat
where is the memorial to these ‘* nnknown soldiers”
who laid down their lives, that others might reap,
where they had town? Where is the gratitude
shown to them amd to their survivors to-day? M.
Poonteney, C. B. E., has plenty of figures in his
chapter on “Bevenue and Expenditure’’ : bat where
is there a suggestion that the revenne of the F. M.
S. until gnite recent years depended on & monopoly
in opium and poblic gambling? How one wonders
would many of thess alleged ¢ Celebrities ” of
Malays meet the thousand times thousand victime
of their * forward’” policy, if an Eternal Judge
charged thom to justify in Beman values their ane
human ends and their inhuman means ?

The connection of Indis with Malays starte

" with the fact tkat our Mundas of Chota Nagpur are

a Western branch of the Protomalay race which frone
its home in' Indo-Chine gpread mamnly souwth to
Sumatrs, displacing’ im the Peningula the autochw
¢ allied to: the Andamanese)
and its own forernnners, the Sakais, who seem: also
to belong to this Mon-Khmer race, which taker its
name from' the Mon or Talaing of Burms and Siam
and the Khmer of €Cambodja. The whole race was
undoubtedly of & primitive culturs and its' subsequ-
ent relation to' Indix can sptly be summed up ag
that “ from Indis there came to Malaya Hinduism)
Buddhigm, and lagt of all Islam'” (p- 97). “Im
Kedah and Prov. Wellesley there have been' found:
Senekrit inscriptions in & 8. Indian feript: going
back to A. D. 400, and #o0 coevel with the earliest
monuments in Java; dnd again ingeribed clay
tablets in & cave in: Kedah, written' in the N. Indian
ecriEt. of the 10th century. ” (p. 127 ). * The earlie
est known specimen of the Malay language is an in-
seription in the Venggi script of 8. India, dated
A.D. 688,recording anattack on Java by the forces of
8ri Vijaya ” (p. 128), the Palembang Kingdom of
Sumatra, whose Maharajs in 1225 ( the date of the
chronicles of the Chinege traveller Chao Ju Kuna)
still claimed snzerainty over the Malay Peringula.
Shortly after, the growing power of Siam became
paramount in the Peningula, until in 1414 the hi-
therto Hindu Kingdom of the Permeisura- of
Malacea became Moslem, owing ** to the presence of
many rich Indian. Muslim traders, who converted
the Malays and induced them to throw off the yoke
of Siam, wherenpon Malacca became the centrs of
Malayan trade and Muhammadanism ” (p. 131 )
Its new ruler assumed sway over the Peninsula until,
a hundred years later, the Portuguese came, and it
is interesting to learn that, whem in 1509 the first
Portugunese landed at Malacca, the Malayacalled them
‘‘ white Bengalis ”” and that when two years later
Albuquerque finally captared the place, he did so
with the help of 600 lundian soidiers from Goa
(p-184). ‘

Thus beging the last chapter of India’s con«
nection with Malaya, when Indians no longer came
jn their own name and on their ownm behslf, civili-
zing, as they went, a8 of yore; but were reduced
tote gervants ard camp followers of KEuropean
conquerors, & mere bye-product of Western civil
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zation. British writers on British Malaya nsually
write as if the tin deposits and .the climate and
soil of the country had been manufactnred in Bri-

tain and philanthropically exported to DMalaya : .
none of them apparently consider, how, iu view of-
the surpassing mineral and agricultaral: wealth, -
even matorially.-

less could "have been achieved
Cohsider, for- inatance, that in a country two-
thirds of which are covered by forests ( 35,000
8q. miles of it!) already the new growth is
very much less than the timber that'is  actually
being consumed (p.42) :—quite apart from the
50 million tons of timber bursf *during the last

twenty years, t0 make room for rubber planta-:

tions. Consider that in the whole of British Ma-
laya, except in those three States which untila
decade ago were under Siamese . snzerainty,
deaths are invariably aund largely. in excess of
birtbs (p. 73); that ¢ British Malaya is not
gelf-supporting and that importa of foodstuffs
form nearly half the total imports in valoe”
(p. 180) ; that in 1897, after the federation of the
Malay States, there was an adverse balance: of
£25,000 of expenditure over revenue, whilst in
1920 the F.M.S. budget showed a deficit of
no less than three and a half million sterling
(p. 176 ) ; and that the carrency ,is one of paper
and copper ( even three anna bita are represented
by banknotes! ) (p. 178 ). Is it not really time one
began to enquire, agto what -exactly the material
achievements are, of which these British writers
are 8o inordinately prond ? If added to this one
views a vandalism, which conld blow up the vene-
rable old Portuguese fort in Malacea, wWhen *¢Ma-
lacca lost its glory like a woman whose hnsband
is dead ”’ (p. 166) or the large rock at the mouth
of the Singapore River covered with writing in a
script used in Java a thousand years ago (p. 158)
and which can still cover the land with  hideous
sham-Saracenic buoildings in brick and stacco, as
if the whole of Malaya was but a ¢ White City?”
{ cf. picture of * The .Mosque’’, Kmnala Lumpur, on
p- 239) : oue really must be pardomed for feeling
at times, as if one could shake such purblind seli-
satisfied persons who consider that *‘they are no
doul,)l; the people and that with them wisdom will
die.”

- When tbe British succeeded in the Malay
Peningula the Dutch, who previonsly had. succeeded

the Portuguese, the country became part of British

India and was used by themas a place of deporta~

tion. “In 1857 there were 2159 convicts from India,
Ceylon and Burma in the Singapore gaol and 8.
Andrew’s Cathedral, Government House and many
roads, &c. were constructed by Indian convictIabour”’
(p»123) but ‘the mercantile community of Singa-
pore petitioned in that year the House of Commons to
be released from the control of the Indian Govern-
ment, with ite autocratic rale, its indifference tu local
affairs, and its heavy exactions for military, marine
and convict establishmeuts " (p-186)..... °

. Alag!forthe one time civilizatory and colonizing
mission of Indial 8o loware the mightyifsllen to-
day. Ciearly, the price exacted for ** shelter uader
the flag of Great Britaiv”’ (pace Mr. Winstedc) ia
net & small one—whether for India or for Malaya.

) ' Z.

CORRESPONDENGE.

RENDITION OF BERAR.
To THE EDITOR OF TRE SERVANT OF INDIA. |

S1R,~I was surprised to ses that you wera “glad to leatm
that Sir Ali Imam, who has gone %o Eungland for obtaining:
support for the retrocession of Berar to H. E. H, the Nizam,.
s meeting with little sympathy.” Whatever one may say
about your calm assumption that the people of Berar ars not
‘enamoured’ of going back under the ‘Moghalal’ rule, one who',
bas persoual acqnaintance with Hyderabad affairs can anly -
sympathise with you in your utter ignorancs of conditions in .,
that State and with the exaggerated feeling of horror with.:
whioh you geem to regard the prospect of a return of ‘Mogha- .
lai’ rule in Berar. The associations with whioh the so-called
‘Moghalai” rule is attended in your imagination, are one bun-
dred years old if not more, and are direatly derived from the .
systematio disparagement and vilification of H, E. H. the Ni-
zam's Goveroment indolged in by some interested British
statesmen with a view to oover their own iniquitous treat-
ment of ‘the most faithful friend and ally” of the British
Empire. ) ' .

. The Nizam is not certainly putting forward his claims ‘as
if merely for an estate’ ; but he understanda the responaibills
ties attaching to the admlnistration of his tecritorios as well
ag aay other Indian Prince, The remarkable _changes which
have been effected by him in the ways of administration will
indicate, if yon have cared:to follow them,that he is an enlight-
ened ruler. To mention merely one of the beaneficial mesasures
racently vudertaken, I shall draw your attention to H, E. H.
the Nizam's firman prohibiting the system of Begar in bis
dominions. Have your Liberal frisnds in the Counoils bsen
sucoessful in persuading the Britisk Governmens to pass such
a measure? Andwhat have they done with ragard to other
grievances exoept getting the appointment of costly ¢om-
missions and the tawdry saaction of half-hearted measures
The Nizam’s administration may be *autocratic’, but you are
not justified in c¢alling it ‘misrule’ unless you are in possession
of reliable information and suificient grounds. If the plea of
‘autooratic misrule’ can be a sufficient esouss for the para-
mount power to ratain unjustly vast territories of an allied
Prinoce, it can very easily estend to the tercitories in his own
possessions. YWhy not all his territories bs annexed and also
the torritories of other Princes? If you do not doubt the
justioe and impartiality of the findings of Mr. Justice Btuars
io the Nabha-Patiala affair, as you have said, why do you not
suggest the annexation of the Nabha State on the ground of
‘gutocratic misrule'? This novel method of stopping of mia«
rule by Indian Princes must weem to ba justifable acoording
to your notions of inter-state relations of tbe British Govern--
ment and the Princes.

I do not wish so dispute your dictum that ‘Berar cannot
go back to the Nizam without the consent of its people’, be-
oausge it is premature %o disouss it ; buc I do believe that the
British Qovernment will not be acting justly by the Nizam in
treating the people of Berar ‘as a herd of cat:le’ when it
was benefieial to thamselves to do 8o, and oonsult their wishes
on principles of democracy when it suits their purpose todo
g0, The people of Berar may demand their right ,of self-
determination and the British Government may try to avoid
the just settlement of the Nizam’s claims under that pretext,.
but that will not alter the verd ¢t of impartial students of
History as to the dishoneest nawure of the transaction and
will not blot out the stigma on British just.cs. The history
of the sequestration of those districts will always be read.
with deep indigoation by every student who will learn to be-
liave less in the moral basis of the British Empire than some
of the politicians of your school whase only virtue seems to-
be a constantly exaggerated view of British eharacter and an
as constantly exaggerated under-valuation of our own.

Idonot know how far your remarx that theraeis an
‘garly prospect’ of ‘responsible government' for ths people of
Berar under the British, is borne out by the present pclitioal
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-gitaation in Britieh India; but the recent utterances of your
wwn chief, the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri after the Kenya
betrayal, seern to throw a lurid light on much-vaunted Brisish
jaatice, and definitely belie all expectations of an early pros
apeot of responaible government for India, However, I agres
with your conclusion that the only way for H., E. H. the
‘Nizam to alleviate the misgivings of the people of Berat is to
tiberalize his own administrative institutions and gnarantes
to the latter the maintenance and development of self-govern-
ing institutions such as they exist. I would even go so far as
- oy that H. E. H, the Nizam might at once offor full powers
of autonomy and gelf-government whioch under the existing
government they will get only by cocasional ten-yearly doloa
from a grudging British Parliament, But I stroogly protest
- against your raising these irrelevant issnes when the question
to be deoided is she relative olaim of the two atates to the
; governance of the diatriots and not the relative merits of the
two administrations acd their efficienoy. I hops yom will
-ohange your opinfon on this subject at any rate, after a deeper
study of the historioal aspect of the question and will uphold
the right of the Nizam to the retrocession of Berar, albeit
with strict safezuards for the preservation and improvement
of demacratic institutions,—Yours, etc,,
B. RAMAKRISHNA RaAO.
70, Jumma Sheriff Building,
Byculia, Bombay,
August 7.

[ With the main point, the tight of the psople of Berar to
have their wishes consulted in this matter, we have dealt
-at length in an article. Mr. Rao takea an inconsistent
position when he contends that the from of Government has
nothing to do w:th the question and yef suggests ithat
-a guarantse may be taken from the Nizam for the
preservation . end improvement of democratic institu-
tions. If the wishes of the psople are irrelsvant to the ques-
tion there is no reason for demanding a gnarantee. The
guarantee is suggessed for meeting the wishes of the people
t0 some extent at least, Mr. Rao's naive suggestion that the
Nizam might confer full re ponsible government by a firman
inatead of Berar being left to trend weary atages under British
rale is indeed very interssting, but if Berar can thus obtain
self-government psr salfum. there is no meed to impose the
sort of condition which the correspondent suggests. Why
-does not the. Nizam silence this oontroversy by conferring
full self-government at once on the home population of
Hyderabad?!—Ed. ]

MISCELLANEA,

PROGRAMME OF THE L1IBERAL PARTY,

"THE Western India = National Liberal Association has
issued a manifesto of the Liberal Party with special reference
‘tothe Bombay Presidercy. After explsining ard justifying
the policy of the Party, the manifesto summarises the main
items of its future programme as follows :~

1. Becuring of complete Dominiog status for India as
-quickly as possible. '

2. Immediate full responsibility in the Provinces so as
to bring to an early end the teansition period of diarchy.

3. Immediate inauguration of responsibility in the Cen-
tral Government.

4. Curtailment of the powers of the Viceroy to override
the deoision of the Lagislaturo specially with regard to
finanre Bills.

3. Curtailment of the powers of interforsnce of the
Becretary of Btate with the Government of India and the
Indian Legislature,

6. B8tealy reduction of the Military and Civil expendi-
ture at least to the extens recommeanded by the Inoheape
Committee.

7. A genuine and effective attempt at early Indlanus-
4ion of the Army. :

ROTHSTEIN, ANDREW (Editor):

¥

8. Rapid Indian{sation of tho Serviees while maintain-
fog a proper standard of efficiency.

9. Provincialising the Services as far as possible and
vesting the control of ajl such [ndian Servipes as may be fonnd
necessary to majutaio in the Government gl India, instead of
the Beoretary of State

10. A gesnuine attempt to make the Territorial Forco a
8uoocess by making effective reornitment and incurring the
Ne0BRIATY expendituro for those purposes and otholwula making
she foroe attractive.

1i. Tadependeuce of the Government of India and tho
Indian Legislasure in fiscal matters,”

12. Righea of equnl citizenship for Indians in all parts of
the British Empire.

13. Rapid extension of samtation as well as education of
all geades—~Primary,” Becondary and Higher—and immediste
introduction of free and oompluaory eduoa.tmn throughont
the country.

14. Stroug support of the claims of the Maratha and
other eduoationally backward communities t¢ a proper share
in the S8ervices and administration. .

15.- Provision of special facilities for eduocation of ail
kirds for the studante of the backward communities and de-
pressed classes,

16. Auwmelioration of the oonditions of labour and secur-
ing to labour their proper rights.

‘17, QGradual ocurtailment of the consumption of liquor
and other drugs so a8 to attain tozal prohibition within a
reasonable time.

18. Revision of the financial settlement with a view to
securs just treatment t0 the Bombay Presidency by securing
to it a due share of the rapid growth in revenue bronght
about by its own entarprise and industries,
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Ineresting for Vﬂllll(_l_ People.

1. My ideal of marriage, By Larson
The author discusses the powers and

ossibilities in man, and presents prac-
fieal P e 150

tical suggestions |
2. Youth and Sex, By Mary Scharlieb,
M. D., M. 8,, and F, Arthur Sibley, M. A,
LL. D. Dangers and safeguards far boys
and girls. 0130

2. The Mother’s Guide, By Mary Schar-
lieb, M. D., M. 8. The Health and Care
of Children. 1

4. The Philosophy ol Citizenship,
By E. M. White. An intraduction to
civies; topice, such as the funda-
mentals of oitizensrip, social ideas,
and spheres of reorganation are dis-
oussed, and illustrated by orignal
diagrams. <

5 Wireless for all, By John Soott
Taggart. A Simple Explanation of
Wireless for the Public, 0 70

The Theosophical Publishing House,

Adyar, Madras,
INDIAN BOOK SHOP
George Town, Madraa.

“The Book For You !!

—_———

IF you want a treatisa noted for clearness and
oonciseness, a treatise that within a limited space
will teach you the principles of clinical medicine,
better than most books of doublethe size and double
the price; then buy

An nltroduction to Clinical Medicine
PART I

BY
DR. A. J. NORONHA, M. D.

The book is illustrated most profusely with
sotual photographs from Indian experience. You
bave the very example, the actual typieal olinical
pioture before your very eyes. Purchase the
book to-day and it will bring it home to you that
we are speaking the truth | !

To convince you still further we nead only
mention that the book Iz recommended to all the
Civil Hospitals and Dispensaries all over the
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Bombay Presidency, Aden and the Persian Galf

by the Surgeon-General with the Government of
Bombay. Beaides it is spoken of in the highest
termp by leading teachers of Medicine in India,
R is the book for the Student.
The book for the Practitioner.
Price Rs. 12+8. Postage Extra.

For Copies Apply to :— '

THE ARYABHUSHAN PRESS POONA CITY.

. CUT ME ©OU1
and mall me, with your same and address, tw,
aﬂnd Luck Co.. Benares clt’.
1 will bring you, per V. P, P., one “uSSL SILK SUN
wength for is. 13 only. These pieces are economioal, bard
wear and bandsome ever made, '

Rs. as. p.

THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

A high olass University Journal forthe promotion of
original ressarch. ' o

Four issues will be published during each academia year.
iz, in September, December, Februsry, and May.

Editor—=C,J. Brown, M. A.,—supported by a strong Con-
myltative Board representatlve of all the Departments in the
University. .

Special Features.

The Journal will oontain original contributions from
members of the Luoknow University and will also publish
Vernaculay oontributions in Hindi or Trdu of a puitable
ocharaoter. It will:contain portraita and illustrations from
time ta time. It will also publish Reviews and Notices of all
importans Books and Reporis eoming out in the eiucational
world, Another important featurs of the Jouraal wiil be the
publication of the latest news about University affairs and
other interesting informations about sducational mattera.

Annual Suabscription.

Town. Mofussil, Foreign.
For Students of the University, Rs. 2 0 2 8 }I(}s

For all others ven we Rs. 4 0 4 8

Matters for publication should be sent to the EDITOR.
All business communioations relating to subsoriptiona and
advertisements should de sent to the Busineas Manager,

The Jouraal is an excellent medium for advertisement.
For advertisement rates and other particulars apply to—
B. MUKHERJEE,
LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY, } Business Manager,
Lucgrow, Lucknow University Jonrnal
LuokNow: UppkR INDIA POBLISHING .HOUSE, Ltd, &
Aminabad Park. ’
LORDOR : P. 8. KING & SoNs, Orehard House, 2 & 4 Great
Smith Btreet, Westminister, Lond., 8. W.

A Wonderfal Discovery.

No medical expert could say that thare was ever a
guarantesd cure for diabetes in the world. Our ecure for
diabstes ig 8 Heavenly Blessing which never fails to care it.
Aocordingly instead of quoting excellsnt references we are
ready to offor it gratis to all Provincial Governm,nts and
the Chiefs for trial on the sondition that the results thersof
are duly. publiched for public information. We undertake
oonditional treatment on satisfactory terms. It restores aleo
loat vitality and removes geuneral debility of either sex. A
sample for trial at Rs. 3 will give complete satisfastion and
remove bias against advertisements in general.

Apply with 2 as. postags for further particalars to:—
G. B. KHORANA LYALLPUR.

Railways and the Budget
Y

B
“ECONOMY"
A Collection of articles published in the
“Servant of India,”

( Crown 16mo. size. pp. 80 )
Price As, 8 net:

The boock exposes the happy-go-lucky system
of the work of the Railway Board apd the dis-
tribution and management of railway finance, it
demonstrates how, instead of managing the
Railways asa business and conserving and improv-
ing them as a valuable nationsl asset, the Board
and the Government of India have been only
muddling through at the expense of the traveiling
public and the general tax-payer.

Test them any way you please—Why mot give it a trial, Books can be had from— _
* Name. s s 848, ) THE ARYABHUSHAN PRESS, BUDHWAR PETH,
Address eomm : PooNa CITY
- . Printed af the Aryabhushan Press and published at the *Bervant of India* Office,. ' "

€81, Budhwar Peth, Poouna City, by Anapt Vinayak Patvardhan.



