The Keny- thlo

‘welfare of the natives.

THE

- Servant of

Edttor : S, G. VAZE;

nd ia

Office : KIBE WADA, BUBHWAR PETH, poom CITY

VOL. VI, No. 21.1

POONA—THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 1923,  {anD gomme B8

ForRiGR

CONTENTS.

PaGE

ToprIc8 OF THE WREEK ... - - w 241
ARTICLEB :— ) ’
The Salt Tax Dabate o e 243
Sukkur Barrage Soheme. By A. V. Thakkar. . 244
Malabar Land Tennres—I. By P. Kodanda Rao ... 245
CONTINERTAL LETTER. By Prof. Levia L. Schuoking ... 247
REVIEW:=
Raral Economios. By V.V.S. e e 249
MISCELLANEA:— .
The Real Kenya Question . . 251

TOPICS OF THE WEEK

THE readiness of Kenya Indians to
"'put native interests first and to limit
their demand for equality of status to the relative
position of alien immigrants puta to the proof the
solicitude which European settlers profess for the
. It is unforfunately only
too true that the matives are, as things stand at
present, unable to protect themselves against ex-
ploitation by immigrant communities ; and there-
fore their interests can only be safeguarded by the
Imperial authorities, who must maintain . an atti-

tude of strict impartiality as between Indian and

Europea.n settlars. The latter can therefore oppose
the Indian claim for a common franchise based on

uniform qualifications only by giving up not only -
‘their dream of forming a White Domiuion in
Kenya, but their existing franohise as well, and.
they can impose restrictions on future Indianim-.

migration only by submitting to those restrictions |{_

_themselves. This solution of the question will suit.
the Indian community exceedingly well ; for they
have never cherished the immoral ambition of esta-’
blishing their domination vver the natives. Thatis;

‘however, the ambition of the whites, and we fear
they will strenuously oppose this solution. They

ocould wax eloquent over the idea of trusteeship

when they constituted themsslves trustees ; we are

not sure that they will feel equal enthusiasm for

, the idea when they come to reslise that its carry-

ing out would involve a deprivation of all the poli-
tical privileges which they are enjoying at present
and which they wish to obtain in future. '
* » »

THE ratlrement .of Sir- Ibrahlm
Ba.h:mtulla and the resignation of
. S8ir Chimanlal H, Setalvad have
browght about a complete change in the personnel

The Bomba
ﬁuunuw cou:cu

of the Indian element of the Fxecutive Councit in
Bombay. Sir Chimanlal’s retirement is due, we are
told, to his desire to take part in the public "life of
the country in an unotdicial capacity. He certain
ly has it in him to strengthen and enrich pubtic
life by competent national service; and one could
only wish that he had found it possible to davote
his undivided attention $o non-official work with-
‘ont the pre-occupation of a busy professional
career, The new membera of the Council, Mr. C.
V. Mehta and Mr, Cowasji Jehangir will, we have
no doubt; give complete satisfaction to the publie,
for they are noted for their independence and
general ability ; but in their case also one ocannot
‘resist a passing refleciion that their advent into
these official positions entails a distinot loss on
unofficial publie life. This loss is partioularly
great in the case of Mr. Mehta, whose tenure of
ministerial office was marked by firmness in his
dealings with the non-responsible part of Govern-
ment and a kean sensiiiveness to enlightened
public opinion in his dealings with the people. We
for our part wish, that his political advanceinent
had taken different line from what it has aotually
taken

* *
*

THE Liberal Party is advised bir
some of our Nationalist eontem-
poranea to -boycott the mewly. appointed Public

A Csunsel to Boycokt.

_Services Commission, because it has been thrust

upon the country in utter glisregard'of the wishes
of the Assembly. It is urged in the name of self-
respect. = The matter, however, is not one to be de-
cided in a-huff. The real point to be considered i is
whether the interests of the ecuntry will be better -
served by boycottlng the Commission or by putt-
ing the Indian casebeforeit as strongly as possible,
For our part we have not the slightest doubt that it
is the latter course that is in the mterests of the
country It will be ,xamemberad that the boycott
by the Congress of the Commlttea which enquired
into the Pun]ab disorders and the operation qf
martial law in 1919 resulted in some very valuable
evxdonoa, oollected by the Congress, bamg washd
and all the known excesses of militarism not being
recorded and adjudioated on. 1f the LiberalParty,
whose leaders alone. oan spesk with first hand
knowledze of the eﬂicwnny pfEuaropean and Indian
oivil servants, should boycoft the Commission, the
Europeans in the Services will have a very com-
fortable time of it and the interests of .India will

L be betrayed. Dissatisfied as we are with the Indian
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personnel of the Commission, we should, however,
<consider it suicidal not to give them a fair chance
of representing Indian - public opinion on the
Commission.’ .
. * -+
THE drastio action taken by the
Central Proviaces Government in
.- dealing. with the.. National Flag
agitation will have such a seriously disturbing
effect that we very much regret that a small mat-
$ér which, if left alone, would have subsided in a
short time, has been allowed to develop into an
lmportent factor in the national movsment. Each
el_de is actuated by a sense of prestige which does
not permit it to take an easy road out of the difficul-
ty. The Swaraj flag, to the mind of most who ave
participating in the agitation, is a ‘mere emblem
of Indian’s political emancipation, a goal recogme-
ed by H, M. the King Emperor himself and does
not oonvey $he idea of Dpposltmn to theUuion Jack.
A.n eutt'o.ntatwe statement to th:s effsct would at
onoe ense the sxtuatlon Weé would earnestly :
1mplore "the Non co- operatlon leaders to ma.ke !
thexr posmon clear. If the National Flag ls ;
ersecuted even after a declarahon on their part *
the.t 1t is not inimieal fo the Imperlel connectlon, 5
they will put the Government in the wrong. If
however, ‘they are oonductlng the aglte.tlon ina

National Fiag
D svelopment

e [

-hostile sense they raust first change ‘the oreed ot’ E

t.hexr eonstitutlon, which still contemplates Doml- ‘
_mon Status wrt.hm the Empire. No one can start

. movement in opposition to the Union Jack with- .
,out vxolatmg the fundamental a.rt:ele of the Con- :

grese Gonstltutlon _ S
- B . - - .‘* ‘. .._.._I.:l{" B |
" Dlarupted Unity. MANY othet' Provincial 'Congress
0 Ra;agopalacha.r in his determination to carry
on an aotlve anti-Council bropugandn. 88 & resulf
“of whleh the All-Indis Committee is being more-
and more isolated from the provincial commltteee

'he very unity for whose sake the" eo-called ‘Gom-!

promlee ‘wasnegotiated is'bréken’ ‘more *v:olently. ) _;

‘than ever before, and a regular anan‘hy is’ regmg,
in the Congress world.” The Congress decision anerit,

_ oounell electionsis nullified by its All-Tadia Com-. g
'mittee, and the latter’s decision is inlte turn openly' g
“dofied by its subordinate bodies ix the } provmoees A

“Phis is of course a distressing circumstance for all
Twho have any regard for the Congress, and therefore
“4 proposal is ‘revived and influentially’ supported to |

i:lold a'special’ Congress beford the eleetlon‘é whosej |V

‘dee?elon should be binding o1 both”‘parhes ik ‘the!
'Cohgreee It i hardly to bé- e::pe’eteidQ ‘iitm‘eve’r,l
°thut Mr. C:'R."'Das, who Had lanrer_vrﬂ:mmi his oW
Ewaf 1n* “Bémbay," wxl'l ‘bé ‘prepardd 'td foreg‘d
spolls ‘#nd"dceept an arra.ngement thmh iurill| u'
bt 'thé ‘prbsent arrangement. "He is" i any m
l’r‘eadg to defy the Oongress ; and haﬁng goc‘h ‘Ce‘ﬁl
vthittee of that body to reverse thé’ ‘Gdngress“‘ dedi
vidfon, Mo 'will 'never ngain’ 17a.greﬁe“il!o”e.ii‘y i)ropdsh X
“Yehloh wilt onl§ ‘confifm that” deoisioh. “The “dff

l'f6rendos thit: s’ébaraﬁe thésd tHd a btioﬂﬁ a.ije"’fu}nj

Wa, J,. vy wibw ey v g hpadd tianmill hevard

Committees are falling in with Mr. [

[ .
damental and therefore irreconcilable. The only
thing one could hope for is that the Congress, in-
atead of being a see-saw, now under the influence
of one prinoiple and now under that of its opposite,
will be guided consistently by either of them.
. * . * . .

TO the orthodox non-co-operators
who east the reproach on Mr. C. R.
Das that, in advooating the lifbing of the Congress
ban on elections, he is really wishful to kill the
movement of non-co-operation, Mr. Das’s reply has
always boen that he only desires to praotise non-
co-operation from within and he points out to
them in def»noce the resolution which he moved at
the special Calcutta session of the Congress This
reeoluuon. however. only lervea m‘,ehow h,ovq far

Negation of N.=C.-0.

.....

brated by h!m three 'yeara ugu. undeu w‘lnchleendl-
dafes- pledged -themusslves,'on their elaction; to op-
poss every measure of Government if in a majority
and to-resign and seek-re-eleotion if i1. a minority,
This policy was as explicit as the present. one. is
evasive. It would be interesting to noteé thé several
loop-holes that have been deliberately left in
the Swaraj party’s progtamme outlined at Allaha-
bad in February last : B '

1 The Party is, first, formally to demand,
not full self-goveriiment,’but ‘a_mera “pegin-
ning of self-government; which, according to
M T)a.e, rmay ‘take' ‘as ‘many’ as 20 years to
"blossém into éomplete Swarar ‘If the Goverti-
, 'ment 1s tuctful ‘enough' to' iaceept the “prin-
o olple"’ of the demsnd; the whole “roeovement  of

N 500, 18 fo be liguidated. G 1

o l(?' “In the event'of the’ re:eotior’:_-‘oftb'e de-
"’:‘mind by Goveér: ment which ' itself will take
two or three years 4'to ' come about; the Party
; wxil not necesearily embark on ' obstruction of
' all meneure- of ‘Goveriment, but ‘( when in g
o ma;onty ) ma.y ascertain the wishes of ‘the
v electoratee, which means'that if the’ Iaﬂ:er are

- a.Verae, or are ‘thought to’ be avirss, to obs.

truetmn, the’ party will give up thé’ unlr"'orm
" of non-eo-Operatlon contemplat. = T

3 When in'd minority, they’ do ‘not pledge
‘ themselvee to resign bat may retain’ ‘their'sdats
~and will be'free to gWe br ‘withhold I:heir”euﬁ-

* port as they please)” ™' " ' ! et
Mr Das ] C‘a!cutta policy was one of uniform nod-
corpera.hon in tl%a Counells : ‘his present poliey i
ane tenths oo-of}era.tion and ?n'ly one-tenth’ non-

{ by sarbhe adi vy

w wiat mocgpo vianhineLg s e w3
ll?oé.roe‘e’ml'!; Lo b!wn
B8 HW | dnule01 gy op%n_"ing' tdst 3Saturday' ‘of 'tHe
[ wosldowd st fing'now ‘oollége” bulildinig shd’ tho
Y g st of the head-quaiters of the
‘IR "I&“ ¢ 9155 "Wofneh's "Univerdity:* from
" Hingne" Badruk® t5 $h¥~tutdkicts of Podns Cty,

marks andthdr mllééﬁoﬂé "1 Prof, *D. 'K, "Karvé’s
road to outward success and recogmtxon. Within
"de¥on short yeirs M Kdive - hasi been able to re-
‘aliie His idee 'fUr t'ﬁ% h%gheil ‘éduoatmn) ‘of -fndian

1.4

rrrrrrr

TITRLN s K

[Vv’oin i a manner‘ ‘whitli nobody could have -

apppponTasy b o A mh ataboare s g o e
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thought possible; who was aware of the difficuliies
_in their way? But My Karve:issindeed . irresisti-
ble", ‘4s Sir ‘Hormasji:'Wadya<so felivitously ex,
prosked’ himself ' ah #irresistibility; Mounded on
singlemindedness, ‘self-saorifice” and: grit. For
that reason alone dne sliould be glad thet the. late
" 8ir° Vithaldas D, Thaokersey’s liberality! has as.
sured the futare of Prof. Karve Indian:Women's
University. * But thetd is &d’'even :Jeeper reason
than ‘this for genuine Fejoioing, in which &ll should
unite, whether they believe that Mr, Karve's'solus
tion of the problem of higher education is theonly
right one or not.: and-it isi that theone:.evil above
all others,towards which Indian eduocation is-hope-
lessly drifting, is that of Governmental regimenta~
tion.. But this ! centrilizing : tendency -towards ‘a
Government monopoly in @dueation can resulé in
one thing only—the ond of all true freedom. Only
by giving free reinio all kindes of systems, ideals,
methods, oan there be any guarantee, that the best
will be given a chance at allv It is for that reason
above il others that ws &0 heartily welcome 'the
materinlization of Prof.:Karve's lifework, as we
have ‘welcomed Rabindranath -Tagore's: Vishvs
Bharati and as we would welcome any ‘other ori
ginal educational effort : for if India : is ever to be
truly free, her youth must have the opportunity of
many avenues te lea.rumg, alternativé to the kind
which happens to be auceptable to 'the - Governi-
mont of the day. - . .
*

PR R R TR E

"l

M,mn etoras. - THE Mysore Refnrms Conference

' whlch met in Bangalore . the, pther |

day to consider the Seal Committee Report was
not well advised to repeat parrot-like the old for-
mula, ** unsatisfactory, inadquate and dmapnomt—

ing " andto ask for a statutory declaration of |

rights. As we have. frequently shown in these
columus, the countries which have l:hese rights
laid down in the constitution, the United States
of America and France among them, do not show
‘a8 muoch regard in practice for the liberty of their
subjecta or of aliens as England and pther ocoun-
tries do, which have no declaration of rights, We

-are-not opposed to a.declaration of rights, but it is
easy to attach an exaggerated importance to: it,:

-and being foreign te the spirit.of the, British con-

stifution on which :our/ constitution: is moulded,

‘there "is :

little chanee: of ‘such * foundamental’

‘rights being incorporated into the constitution, .
espeemlly as such 8 formal decleratlon of rights -
is bound to be acuompamed with reearva.tlonei

-which -will. virtually .nullify - the. declaration,
“We are, - however, .in full sympathy .with the
request : that responsibiiity to . the. Represen-
“tative - Assembly should be . declered to be’
the goal of constitutional reforms -in the State
‘and that this goal should be- reached in . fow
‘etages. - This is of the utmost.importarce Ibee:v.uee
it is not in the interests either of Indian States or
.British .India that the subjects of the former
-should have an inferior political status to those of
‘of the latter, - It is but fitting that- Mysore” whidh
‘s in the vanguard of progress: amongoi l;he 184aten
should give a lead in this : matter. .- - -fneases:

. THE .SALT TAXNDEBATE-& a v ol
THE debate on the India Office Vote, :which took
place in-the House of Commons oun- the ‘13th 'inst
and which will be reaumed on ancther supply day,
turned mainly ‘oni the- motiorr of »Mr.. Trevelyan
ohallenging the ocertification eof the salt . duty by
Lord Reading. ‘Mr. Trevelyan. appears 'to:have
put the Indian case in.a convincing, if temperate,
speoach, emphasising the oconstitutionsal  aspect of
the matter, which: indeed is an: aspect. thatives
quires to be put 41 the 'forefront. The report: of
the speoches made on -this oocasion that has.re:
aoched this eountry is sofragmentary that it would
nat bo safe te base any conclusion ‘on it, but Earl
Wintertow's deliverance; is -cabled at .sufficient
loength to make it & fairobjeot of eriticism. It is for
the most part & rehash - of the Governor:General’s
laboured apologia, and wherever the Under-Secres
tary has sought to break new ground o» tige pomes
what new arguments he has ¢ome to grief.:. Lord
Winterton repaated the. Government ef :India’s
plea that every possible economy was effectad by
them in the first two years of the refarmed constis
tution, whereas the faot ia pateat, and amply borne
out by the official report of the Legislative Assensy.
bly ‘s debates, that the Government from the- first
was averse to any searching investigation being
instituted into possible. savings -that could. be
made in the Central Government's expenditure.
Whenever any such propogal was made, the Gav-

{ ernment’s exponents assumed an -air .of injured

innocence and ecouted the very idea that any
further, retrenchments - could be made after the
f.ra.ntw efforts they had themselves made to
apply the pruning kaife, The Assembly had to
take up, in face of this intransigence, a seemingly
noreasonable afttitude, demanding an all-round
ocut of 3 per eent. in all departments without dis-
sinction.. It was of course the only weapon in
their hands of oompelling the Governmenn to
undertake a systematio gurvey of the whole ad-
ministration with a view to eﬂ'ectlng eubst.antlal
economies, and if the Incheape axe fulfilled thzs
purpose the eredit of it is entirely due, to the in-
sistence of non-official membara 1n face of the best
efforts of Governmant, to put them off, It is there-
fore futile . for Lord Wmtertou now t.o pretend
thet the Government of. India hae alwa.ys been
all,ve to the urgency of balancing lts acoount and
tha.t it was due to its initiative that the, Inchcape
_cuts were made.

h We are all iaml]la.r wtth the argument that
the Government had no resouroe but to double the
seIt tax in order to balance its budget. But it is
quite a noval idea now propounded by the resource-
ful Indmn Under—Seoreta.ry that, if tne C'entral
Government were responaible to ite Leglelature. the
Finance Member would have obtained its eupport
by threatening to resign and throwing upon "his
critios the duty of ﬁlll.ng the, defigit . w1thout en-
hanoing"dalt” duty.”” If the constitution 'does not

' sompel tho exaecutive to resign ' on ' being "defeatdd
'over any of its important measures, there; (ia: noth-
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ing in the.constitution. to prevent the executive
from resigning if it is s0 minded And we feel no
doubt that if Sir Basil Blaokett had elected to
throw down the challenge, non-official members on
their part would not have been slow to take it up.
Xf the Government is carrying on the administra-
tion asif it were acoountable to the people for its
acts, why does it continue in the invidious posi-
tion which it occupies at present in regard to the
salt tax of appearing to flout unanimous Indian
opinion ? Why does it not proclaim once for all
that it will hereafter defer to the wishes of the
Legistature and voluntarily accept the inevitable
oconsequences of an adverse vote of the Assembly?
The same query is prompted by another observa-
tion of Lord Winterton, who said that, taking the
Council of State and the Assembly together, there
was 3 majority for the Government of India's
policy. If such was the case and if the Government
were sure that such would be the case, why did it
not, in the usual way, leave the decision on the
doubling of the salt tax to the vote of a joint
session of the two Chambers, as such a sesaion
would have been necessitated in normal cases of
difference between the Houses ? Why did it un-
necessarily incur the odium. of certifying. not an
ordinary enactment, but a Finance Aot ? Lord
Winterton only adds insult to injury by not con-
tenting himself with justifying the use of special
powera but by claiming that the special powers
were altogether necessary.

Lord Winterten also touched upon other sub-
jects in his speech, but the references were too
slight and convential to need any comment. On
one point, however, his observations are worthy of
remark. He tried to dissipate the alarm which
has been sedulously propagated among the British
public as to the future of the I. C. 8. It was stated
_ in various quarters that the services under the re-
forms regime have lost their old attractions and
that the Government finds a serious difficulty in
recruiting men for them. All such panicky state-
mernts are however, according to Earl Winterton,
beside the mark, for he said that sufficient candi.
dates of a high quality were available. EarlWinter-
ton’s complaint was that there was unocertainty
about their position and prospects. As a matter
of fact the salaries of all-India services have been
placed beyond the reach of the Legislature, and

there could be no element of doubt on that matter, -

What is in doubt is the extent to which it is ne-
cessary to go to foreign sources of recruitment for
qualified civil servants. It is the balief of Indians
‘that, except in extraordinary circumttances,foreign
recruitment should cease and that in any case the
Seoretaty of State’s control over the services should

give plsea to the control of the authorities in
‘India.

THE SCKKUR BARRAGE SCHEME.

THLy great irrigation schemal which has been
Rpoer d}_acusslon forseveral years past and which

was first submitied to the Secretary of State, Lord
Crewe, in 1912 in a less ambitious form, was ap-
proved by the Bombay Loegislative Council on the
9th inst. and a sum of 56 lakhe ( out of the 181§
erores, the total estimated amount) was voted for
expenditure thereon during the current year. The
whole of Sind will be jubilant, as the news will
spread from hamlet to hamlet and from one farm
house to ancther, and will thank its good fortune
that politically it is conne:ted with Bombay
Presidenoy.

It was a general complaint voiced by members
of the Legislature that they were not given suffici-
ent time to consider the scheme in all its bearings,
snd this complaint was not without reason,
The papers connected with the project were suppli-
ed to them less than three weeks ago, and this
time was hardly sufficient for soretinizing such &
ocomplicated matter about which there is a consi-
derable disagreement amongst experts. Bombay
has been adding so much to her indebtedness re-
cently, and some of the large irrigation schemes
undertaken in the past in other parts of
the oountry have been such huge failures,
witness, ¢ g. the canals in Orises and those
of the Madras Canal Company, that it would
have been surprising if, in any case, the Council
had not felt many misgivings in making its-
self resporsible for raising a loan of 18 crores,
on top of another loan of 36 crores for the
Bombay Development Scheme. But the insuffici.
ency of time allowed increased their difficulties.
The Government also omitted to refer the subjeot
to public bodies—a necessary eaution if the Legis-
lature was to voice publie feeling. It has always
been the practice of the bureauoracy in India to
embark on big irrigation schemes involving a large
outlay of money without eliciting public opinion;
and this practice continues uninterrupted even
when the reforms have largely tempered the -
bureaucratic character of the Government. Mr.
Alfred Deakin, formerly Minister of Irrigation in
the province of Victoria and latterly Premier of
Australia, mdde the following observations in re-
gard to this point in 1890-91 when he made a tour
of this eountry.

The State in India means the Government in a deeper
gense than in Australia, for in that country (i e. India)
the oitizens are unable to monld the Government to their
wishes, having themselves practically no politioal
opinions and no pelitical privilsges whatever., Instead
of projeots for the watering of a special area originat-
ing with the farmers, as in Viotoria and, being subject
to their specifioc approval, the same Indian ryot, al-
thongh in most cases he bears the responsibility for
intereat upon the capital expended in providing him with
an artifisial water supply, is never consulted in any way
or at any stage in the construction. Gevernment initiates,
designs and exeoutes the work, offering bim she water if
be likes $o take it, and relying only upon his self-intereat
0 induce him to become a purchaser.

This statement romains substantially true even
now, 32 yeare after it was made. The Government
do not appear even now to be ‘convinced of the
neceseity of satisfying the public. that what is pro

-
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fessedly being done in its interest is in reality to
its interest—though in this particular matter we
have no doubt that the scheme will ba of great
benefit to the people of Sind.

In its barest outline the project oonsists of a
barrage or regulator to be thrown across the river
Indus near Sukkur, and a net work of canals cut
from both sides of the river for hundreds of miles.
The rain-fall in 8ind is negligible, from five to nine
inches only, and all cultivation depends upon 2n
artificial water supply. No land can be cropped
there without the aid of Indus water and the
greater the volume of water usefully diverted from
the river, the greater is the area oropped and the
. progperity of the people and the state. As encugh
water is not at present being led off in the exist-
ing canals a large area of the pravinee though cul-
tivable remains uncultivated and brings no
return to anyone. The existing eanals, which
were mostly out in pre-British days, but have been
greatly improved and partly regulated now, are all
inundation eanals, i. e, they are fillad only when
the river isin flood in the rains. It is now intended,

by throwing a barrage across if, to keep the river

in a state of flood even after the rainy season and
to fill the canals therefrom, s0 as to raise winter
crops also and to irrizate a much larger additionsl
area both for monsoon { or kharif) and winter ( or
rabi ) crops. The inundation eanals will thus give
place to perennial canals. The present cultivation
in the part of the provinece affected by this project
is 20 lakhs of acres. Ten years after the opening
of the canals this is expected to Increase to 34
lakhs, 20 yoars after the opening to 40 lakhs and
30 years and thereafter to 53 lakhs of aeres.
Thus roughly speaking 40 years from now (ten
yvears being taken as the construction period ) the
cultivated area will grow to over 214 fimes its
present extent.

The financial aspact of the project has been
based, as far as we are able to observe, on very
conservative estimafes of income from (1) in-
creased assessment on lands irrigated at present
from inundation canals, (2) auction sale of land
that is now unoccupied but culturable and will be
cultivated with the water from the new canals and
(3) sale of iand to existing Zamindars at prefer-
ential rates under ¢he ** Mohag " right. The
estimates of expendiiure were..prepared in the
yvoar 1919-20, when rates of materials and work
reled very high, and if anything, they have
since gone down somewhat Further, the rats of
interest on capital is calculated in the project
sanctioned at 6 per cent. and the zew loan that is
advertised by the Government of India during the
ocurrent week bears 5 p. o interest at 97 or
515 per cent. and it is hoped that the rate of inter-
est will go down still lower within the next few
years. On the whole, therefore, there seems good
ground for optimism that the project will yield the
estimated high rates of interests on the capital in-
vested, beginning with 6'27, in the 13th year from

the commencement of work to 14 67 in the 40th-
yoar and thersafter, if not more. - ‘ '

A peculiar feature of the finaneial ATrange-
ment made to meet the very large amount of inter-
est that will become payable during the period of
construction ( about 12 years) and before the
so~eme ec¢an be expected to bring in sufficient
revenue to meet the cost, is that it is proposed
not to add it to the capital, but to wipe it off by
stages by the sale of land that is now unocecupisd
but culturable and which will be brought under
culfivation only by the new canals. This sale of
land is expected to bring in 12 crores and 60 lakhs
spread over 25 years, and will not only wips off the
interest, but a part of the capital expenditure also,
thus reducing the total capital cost of the work.
Besides, a sum of 10 lakhs will be allotted from
famine insurance funds annually for 20 years to-
wards meeting a part of the interest charges, as the
work is considered to be protective against famine
in addition to its being productive. As the Punjab
Government has already embarked on big irriga-
tion works in the lower valley of the Sutlej, the
main tributary of the Indus, it is feared that un-~-
less the barrage and the projected oanalz become
an accomplished fact, Sind may not get even the
limited quantity of water that it now gets for
its imperfect system of inundation canals and that
8ind may see its occupied land go out of euiti-
vation. In Sind no cultivation is possible, with-
out artifieial water supply, and Sind without the
Indus water would be like Egypt without the
Nile water. This was one of the arguments ad-
vanced by Government for rushing the scheme,
though we do not think that a month or sc more
would have mattered at all. Now that the Legisla-
ture has unanimously passed the scheme and that
the Government has given the assurances that
foreign syndicates will not be given land and that
private agency will not be employed for cons truct-
ing the works, we wish all success to this sche me
of truly colossal magnitude which will bring new
life to Sind and indirectly benefit the whole coun-
try by increased cultivation and trade.

A. V. THAKKAR

MALABAR LAND TENURES.—I.

THE present system of land tenures in Malabar
may be briefly summarised as follows :—

The Janmis.—Almost all the land in Malabar
distriet, which is 5,792 sq. miles in area, inelud-
ing waste land and forests, is the private property,
with allodial rights, of a class of landlords, the
janmis. Their rights are, however, subject to two
limitations, viz. (1) payment of Government
revenue, assessed at 14 of the net produce of the
goil as determined by the (Government Settle.nent
Department once in every 30 years and (2) the
right of the Government to let in tenants on the
janmis' lands on Government cowls, though the
janmi is entitled to evict the tenant within 12
yeoars,
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Much the larger part of the land in Malabar
is not cultivated by the janmis but is leased out to
tenants on a variety of tenures, the most important
of which are the %anams tenure and the viram-
patiam tenure

The Kanam Tenant.—~The kanam tenant makes
& deposit, the kanam amount, in cash or kind,
of & certain value with the janmi, om which the
latter allows a certain interest, and takes a
lease for a piece of'land. Unless another term. is
expressly mentioned, the lease runs for 12 years.
The rent payabie by the tenant is fixed by mutual
agreement and from this the interest on the
kanam amount is deducted and only the balance
of rent in cash or kind is payable to the landlord,
The kanam tenure theranfore partakes of the nature
both of a lease and of a mortgage. Af the end of
the 12 years, the landlord may either resume the
land or renew the lease. In case he resumes,
he is liable to réturn to the tenant the kanam

amount deposited with him and to pay compensa-

tion for the improvements effected by the tenant
in accordance with the provisions of the Compen-
sation for Tenants’ Improvements Aot of 1900,

If the lease is renewed, the tenant has to pay
a renewal fee and may be asked to pay more
kanam amount until alimit is reached, when the
interest on the kanam amount due by the landlord
is equal to the rent due by the tenant. During the
currency of the tenure, the temant has to pay
occasional perquisites to the landlord,

The kanamdar is at liberty to transfer his in-
terest during his tenancy or sub-mortgage it;
while the landlord is at liberty to grant leases in
advance to others over the head of the ocurrent
holders and during the currency of the existing
tonures, The advance leases called melcharths
oan come into operation only after the expiry of
current leases,

The amount of kanam, the rate of interest on
it, the amount of renewal fees, of perquisites and
benevolences, vary with individual iandlords and
tenants and are arrived at by mutual agreement
or free contraot.

The Verumpattam Tenant.—The verumpattam
tenant is a tenant at will with annual leases, pay-
ing & rent mutually agreed upon between the land-
holder and the tenant. On eviction, he is entitled
to oompensutmn for improvements made wﬂ:h the
express or implied consent of the janmi.

This system which recognises the allodial
rights of the janmi in the soil has been in vogue
from the commencement of the British oceupation

"of Malabar in 1792, was clearly defined in a circu-
lar of the Sadar Adalat Court in 1854 and further
developed by the judicial courts since then.

' Grievances of Kanamdars.—Some of the conse-
‘quences that are ingidental to the system are now
complained against and the ohlef of themm may be
‘summarised as follows :—

The kanamdars.  complain that in virtue of
“their allodial rights the janmis have been induced
to raise rents payable by tenants on a competitive

. in Malabar, in spite of the reluctance of the Madras .

basis, to demand very heavy renewal fees and be-
nevolences from kanamdars by holding out the
threat of evietion, to eviot tenants from farms and
homesteads long in their ocoupation, to evict
garden tenants just when the coconut plantations
which they had planted and nurtured for about 10
years without retucn, were just about to yield, and
to give meloharths, These consequenoss, though
perfectly legal, have been considered as opposed to
ancient rights and practices and as oausing hard.
ship to the kanam tenants.

Further, in view of the fact tha.t the janmi can
and does got a larger rent if he has a verumpattam
tenant directly under him without an intermediary
kanamdar, an inoreasing number of kanam
loases are being resumed and the verumpatiam
leases substituted instead, thereby gradually
tending to the extinction of the Kanam type of
leases. The Janmis are also shortening the kanam
term to less than 12 years, by express stipulation
in the lease deed. With a view to prevent the
tenants from effecting improvements for which
they will be unable to pay compensation easily, the
janmis are also inserfing new olauses restraining
the liberty of the tenant to make what improve-
ments he likes on the lacd.

Grievances of the Verumpattamdars.—The chief
complaint of the verumpattamdar is that he is be-
ing rack-rented by the landholder whether the
latter he a janmi or kanamdar, ?

To remedy the hard-ships to which they are
put, the kanamdars demand that the power of the
janmis ¢o eviet kanam tenants should be restrieted
within very narrow limits, that fair rents should

be fixed by judicial courts and that the other|

incidents of kanam tenure should be regulated by |
legislative action. These privileges they eclaim |

primarily on the ground that they are merely ask-

ing for the restitution of anclent rights of which:
they were dispossessed by the British administra-
tion in their ignorance of ancient Malabar laws®
and, secondarily, on more general grounds of
public welfare and economic betterment.

The Tenancy Agitation—To bring about the
changes desired by the ‘’kansmdar a continuous’
agitation had been kept up in Malabar for over a'
century. It is noteworthy that the interests of the
verumpattamdar have been given some slight re-’
cognition in the public agitation only during the
last few years, perbaps the last two or three. Pre-
vious to that, the agitation was carried on solely by
the kanamdars in their own interests. The kanam-
dars include the comparatively educated, profes-
sional and influential middle classesa who know
the value and methods of agitation, but the ignor-
ant verumpattamdars knew not how to organise
an agitation.

The agitation of the kanamdars has led to sue-
cossful results in the States of Travanoore and
Cochin, where the conditions greatly correapond
to those in Malabar, And this success was not
without its influence in keeping -up the agitation
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-Government to follow up the legislation In these
‘States.

Opinion is not unanimous as to howy far the
Moplah riots had an agrarian basis. Outfages due
to fanaticism, pure and simple, were ndt uncom-
mon during the rule of Tippu Sultan overjMalabar,
Just previous to British ocoupation. Allthe same
it would be straying too far from thq probable
truth to affirm that discontent against the present
system of land iaws had nothing to d¢ with the
repeated Moplah riots. It is, therefore, clear that
though the present system has been in vogue for
nearly a century and quarter, it has not been
-even acquiesced in by the kanamdar of Malabar.

It would be unnecessary here to refer in detail
to the various Commissions and Committees ap-
pointed by the Madras Government tg investigate
‘the question. Suffice it to say that so'far the Gove
ernment have not thought fit to legisiate ay desired
by the kanamdars. :

View-point of this Study.—In oonqidaring whe-
ther legislative interference—always : best avoided
—with the freedom of contract between the land-
lords and the tenants in Malabar is justified and
along what direction, it may as well be pointed
out that this writer has approached the subject
from the standpoint of individuslism, freedom of
oontract, and the peservation of the rights of pri-
vate property and departures from this have been
but advocated only when found absolutely
necessary.

State Inferference when justified.—~Perhaps,
Government will be justifiod if it irterfores with a
view to

1. resfore to the parties rights and privileges
which have been taken away by Government
-under mistaken idoeas;

2. enable the weaker party to a contract to
socure the right it has; )

3. to safeguard the publio interest when such
interference is the only or the best means of so
doing. In considering the question from these
standpoints, it would be more oconvenient to treat
separately the case of the kanamdar and that of
-the verumpattamdar.

The application of the first prineciple involves
-research into legal ancient rights and customs.
This field seems to be pretty nearly exhausted.
The case for the kanamdar and the jenmi on this
‘bnqis will be given in succeeding articles,

P. KODANDA RaO,

CONTINENTAL LETTER.
BRESLAD, 27th MATY.

ITis not without interest to know that there is a
country in the very heart of Europe where the
-editor of this periodical, the present writer and no
doqbt a great many of its readers would, on setting
their foot upon it, run the risk of being legally sen-
tenced to five years of penal servitude. For that is
the punishment which the government of the Saar
distriot threatens everybody with who has com-
-mitted the blasphemy of depreciating the. Ver-
sailles treaty in public.. It is Dot _even Necessary

hat the orime be committed in the Saar distriet

itself. This ordinance, it is true, has excited the
indignation of the British Parliament lately
which seemed for the moment to have lost the
patience it has shown to the measuresof the
French government generally. It was stated
that this passed beyond anything that happened
during the Tsarist regime which used to be heid
up to the rest of the world as the very aome
of depravity. Nobody objected. Howaver the result
was practically nil. And this although officially
the government of the French Republic has noth-
ing whatever to do with the Saar distriot, which
according to the Versailles treaty dependa on
the League of Nationa' Qounecil until the plebis-
cite of the vear 1934 decides about its future. In
reality the Saar diatrict with about half a million
of highly civilised and politically advanced in-
habitants is treated like & recaloitrant French
Colony and is a remarkable example of the League
of Nations’ absolute impotence towards France.

Here as in the Rhinelands and the Ruhr dis-

- triot, the principle dominates the situation : we need

no moral conquests, it suffices that we score mili.
tary ones. What military ‘conquests’ mean for the
mentality of a nation could not indeed become
mora manifest than in the case of the Ruhr, When
the French armies invaded the Ruhr distriot in
January the leaders of the British Government,
although nnt at all in agreement with the French
enterprise, exoused their irresoluteness before
themselves and before the world with the argu-
ment that the unavoidable failure of this step
would contribute to hasten the development of the
whole reparation question and would promote the
roturn of reason in France. If the Freoch see
what their folly leads to, they said, they will comae
down a peg or two. They must run themselves
dead like the eel in the sand first. It is difficult to
understand, however, how politicians of s0 muech
experience, after all we have learned of the psych-
ology of the masses in war time sinoe August 1914,
could be deluded by arguments of this sort. They
were absolutely wrong because they looked at
things merely from an economic point of view,
although we all know that as soon as the chauvi.
nist passions are aroused in a nation the economic
points of view count for little. It is true that in
an economic sense the Ruhr invasion has proved a
failure meanwhile. It may be that the numbers of
the tons of coal which are daily confiscated and
carried off by the French soldiers aretoo low as
given by the German official report, but it is easily
to be seen on the other hand that M. Poincaré’s
ciphers as publiehed in the French chamber cannot
be in accordance with the truth either. And not
even he pretends that so much coal is confiscat-
ed as was wvoluntarily delivered to France before
the invasion. If half the amount be reached it
might be considered as a great success already.
The eailways meanwhile are almost desolate. The
stations of the great towns like Duisburg or Essen
which used to be flooded with by hundreds of
thousands of people daily are entered by French

“ goldiers, French agents, the belongings of the French

officers and newspapers reporters of all countries ;
but of German passengers they ocontain very
fow, slmost none: the utilisation of the railways
being looked upon as an act of dishonesty in the
district, as long as they are in the hands of the
French military.

On the railways it becomes more manifest

than anywhere , else that the passive resist-
ance has lost nothing of its sirength yet. How

" could it be otherwise if the exasperation of

the population is raised day by day with measures
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of increasing eruelty? The way of expelling the
German officials, the railway officials especially
who refuse to take the foreign yoke upon their
neok, has assumed forms lately which appear al-
most incredibly brutal. Some weeks ago these
People received notice to leave their houses with
their wives and children in four days. This seemed
hard enough already. but it appears perfectly
bumane in comparison with the present system.
’:['o-da.y in a town like Trier the ususl practice
l§ that a town quarter is surrounded by
French troops early in the morning, about
five o'clock when most of the inhabitants
are still asleep. African horsemen, Spahis,
Turkos and others appear suddenly in the streets.
The frightened inhabitants are wakened by buit-
ends banging against their doors. They are scar-
cely lef: sufficient time to get dressed before they
are turned into the atreet. No matter if they have
small children, if they are ill or if the weather
drives everybody from the street. Cases have
occurred like that in the town of Kurenz where a
woman, that was deadly ill, was dragged in her
bed-sheet into the street. They are not allowed to
take anything with them of their own furniture
and property except trifles. 1t has repeatedly
occurred that the French gendarm has even com-
Pelled a poor woman to put new sheets of her own
upon the bed she had just left in order to make
things appear more comfortabie for the French
Buccessor that was o occupy the rooms that had
to be given up. In the street these unfortunate
people are driven together like cattle, escorted to
the railway, put into cattle vans and sent into the
uninvaded part of Germany. In many cases the
banishment of the railway officials took place so

Suddenly that chitdren that had gone to school -

early in the morning did not find their parents on
c?miug home and did not know what bad become
of them.

The spirit in which these measures are
exeouted shows that the feelings that the warhad
aroused live unaltered and upabated by time in
the minds of these people. They also give the
keynote to the mock ocourt-martials like those
which condemned the directors of the Krupp
works to heavy sentences because French soldiers
shot unarmed German working men, an exchange
of parts between the culprit and the acouser, the
grotesqueness of which is not to be excelled. Acts
like these are intended as provocations. At the
same time they no doubt serve the purpose of des-
troying the economio life in the Ruhr district, for
6 firm like the .Krupp factories whose directors
!:w.vo been expelled or imprisoned will needs gel
into a difficult situation. The same aim has been
reached as to the administration of the towns
already. Here many thousands of burgomasters,
town clerks, town councillore and similar officials
have baen. chased away or made the inmates of
French prisons. Atthe same time the police has
been driven away, What this means in great
indusirial towns which possess a large proletariat
1s eagily to be imagined. With an almost superhu-
man patience and self-control the inhabitants
have tried to replace the lost police by form-
*'ing new bodies of self-protection or simply
by putting the woluntary fire-brigade into the
service of public safety. Until recently this
measure bas sufficed by hook or by orook. But
during the last days the situation in some of the
greatest towne of the oeoupied distriot has taken a
very serious turn. Quite a number of brawls and
* putsches” have ooccurred, the means of communi-
cation and the publio buildings falling into the

———

bands of a noiey mob who plundered the viotual
shops and set fire tothe police stations. In some
plg.oes a -desperate struggle between the fire—
brigades and the brawlers ensued. Not a few
people were killed. Much valuable property was
destroyed. :

LIt is easy to see what consternation these
things create in Central Burope. The first idea of
all concerned was of course that the brawls wera
initiated by those who would. naturally reap-the
fuits if the German passive resisters would tear
themselves to pieces, viz, the occupation troops.
This suspicion received new nourishment from the
attitude which was taken by the Frenoh military:
towards the brawlers. For whereas otherwise every-
body who is in possession of firearms in the Ruhr
district incurs the heaviest sentencer if denounced
to the ocoupation authorities, in this case the arm-
ed rabble remained entirely unmolested by the
Frenoh soldiers. They on the contrary seem to
have got, in a number of cases, their arms from the
French, who quite openly and undisguisedly sym-
pathised with the plunderers. But in reality
things are more complicated, It would be wrong to
say that these brawls which threaten to bring abous
chaotic conditions in the whole Ruhr district are
simply initiated by Frenoh agents. They are on
the sontrary Communist machinations which wore
even an anti-French mask. For whereas the
socialist parties in the Ruhr district have com-
bined with the bourgeois parties to form onepower-
ful front against foreign ' militarism, the eom-
munists have from the firet moment of the French
invasion been of the opinion that the time has
come for them to make & good bargain. The coms-
munists in Germany as well as elsewhere receive
their cue from Moscow. Now the Bolshevists
have no interest in the maintenance of law and
order in Central Europe. They are opposed to the
idea thatan understanding might come to pass
between Germany and France which would lead
to a general setting of things and prepetuate the
present social system. So they have kept on agi-
tating against the mere passive resisters, using as
their arguments to s great extent the same silly
“patriotic” catch-phrases which are en vogue with
the representatives of the extreme right. Ac-
cording to them the salvation is to come from Sov-
iet Russia. An offensive and defensive alliance
with the Bolshevists is what they represent to
their audiences as the only way out of all diffi-
culties. This policy however presupposes a war
against ‘‘ ecapital * at home and abroad, and as
‘“ capital ** abroad is not be reached it mvst be
taockled at home.

With muddle-headed phrases of this sort
the masses are wocked upon. They suffer from
the military yoke and at the same time they
suffer economically. They do not see that,by de-
molishing the authorities and by setting up a
working man’s administration which raceives its
direotive rules from Moscow, they will get rid of
peither suffering, but that on the contrary by this
sort of internecine warfare they are only playing
into the hande of French militarism. They
are in fact working for Poincaré and nobody knows
this better than the ¥French. The present state of
things is indeed, although not directly and imme-
diately initiated, part of their programme. For
the unbroken spirit of passive resistance stands
in their way. How is it to be abolished? The
population must be ocurbed and made pliable .
by sufferings. It does not suffice for this purpose
to throw the heads of the administration and the
most prominent people of the district into prison

|
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-or to exile them. Alap humiliations of different
-sorts are of doubtful effect only upon the better
partof the population. Muoch better to let loose all
powers of darkness thatare to ba found in the coun-
try itself, to encourage and assist them Asregards
these methods the Frenoh have a certain amount
of experience already. In chasing the police from
‘the Ruhr district and allowing a rabble composed
to a great extent of criminals to put Communist
1deas into practice ( in a way of whioh the Com-
munist leaders themselves self-evidently dis-
-approve ) they only imitate their own behaviour in
Upper Silesia. In that district two years ago first
the excellent and absolutely trustworthy German |
police was done away with and replaced by a body
of very doubiful composition. Then, the popula-
tion itself being disarmed by the severest threats,
the so-called Polish * rebels " were invited torush
upon their German foes and tovent their rage upon
‘them to their heart's content. The French soldiers
stood aside laughing all the time and folded their
arms when the Germans were tortured to death.
This is the way to make despair take the place of
defiance.

In Germany aud also in a8 number of other
countries the opinion has been uttered, that to let
‘the Communists and their friends have their way
in the industrial heart of Europe is a dangerous
play with the fire. French imperialism, they say,
In opening the pandora-box of the very worst sub-
‘versive tendemcies, is .endangering the common
interests of European Civilisation. But it is the
laadlpg feature of militarism all over the world
that it does not recognise such a thing as common
human interests.

LEVIN L. SCEUCKING,

"REYIEW.

RURAL ECONOMICS. -

CALVERT, H: Tae WeaLTH AND WELFARE OF THX

Puxyas. 1922. (The Civil and Military Gazette

Press, Lahore. ) pp. 244.
AcRICULTURAL economics, like agriculture itgelf, is
8 subject much neglected by the educated people of
‘this country. Any contribution to our knowledge of
it and any addition to its literature ghould therefore
be gladly welcomed. But Mr. Calvert’s ‘¢ Wealth
and Welfare of the Punjab” deserves to be welcomed
in @ special degree on account of his knowledge
kaving been enriched by his experience as Registrar
of co-operative societies. This office he has flled
for several years wiih great distinetion and if to-day
the Punjab is head aud shonlders above the other
provinces in the matter of agricultaral co-operation,
the eredit is dae in no small measure to Mr. Calvert.
He has looked upon co-operation not as an independ-
ent subject but as part of rural economics. He has
been carefal to appoint a large number of graduates
in economics a8 Inspectors of co-operative societies
and to make them undergo a special course in rural
economies. He hag utilised them to conduet special
enqairies regarding the extent and effects of tenancy
and the effects of rise in the price of land. Ia
addition £0 a very large number of credit societies Le
has started in the villages of his province many
gocieties for the consolidation of gmall holdings, the }

[ of the people is not wo satisfactory.

settiement of disputes by arbitration and the atart-
ing of night schools. He has studied the conditione
prevailing in European countries which like the Pun-
jab are essentially agricultnral, and incorporated the.
results of his enquiries and stulies in this book. It is
true that, being written in the spare hours of anactive
official life, the book is rather lacking in continuity
of thought, uninteresting in style, defective in arrange-
ment of matter ond replete with repetition—defects
which the author is aware of and for which he apo-
logines in the preface. Nonetheless, it covers 8 wide
field and amply rewards the reader’s patience and
stimn'ates bis interest in the rural problems of the
Panjab, which last ia of course the object -of the
book.

The optimistic tone of the book is in our opinion
its' most characteristic feature. The Panjab—one
may say India as well—ia nsoally compared with
Earopean countries and Japan and pronoanced to be
backward and poor. As a matter of fact, according
to Mr. Calvert, it is only the countries in the north-
west of Enrope thai are ahead of her, where the
poverty of tha soil, the rigours of the ¢limate and
the competition of cheap American wheat have com-
bined to teach the people to be thrifty and industri-
ous and have compelled them to adopt a highly in-
tensive and scientific cultivation with co-operative
methods of production and sals, DBut in the south-
ern conntries agricultural conditions are very much
like those in the Punjab and the economic condition
In the preface
he says:

As compared with Finland and the countries berdering
the Mediterranesn, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Gresce aud For-
bia, this province must be counted wealthy, The fact
seems to be that countries dependent on agriculture must
be poor and remsin poor antil, with the progreas of scienoe,
education and co-operation, the people lsarn to extract
from the soil all the wealth it consistently and faithfully
will give to those who know how to treat it properly. As
an example, the instance of Belgium may be quoted. The
‘Bofl of Flanders is said to be the worat in all Europs—ete-
rile sand—and, although it has been fertilized by ten cen-
turies of laborious hausbandry, it does notyield a single
crop without being manured once or twice. But the Bel-
gian peasant-proprietor 18 an exosllent cultivator and an
extremely herd worker, and he has been aijded in his.
struggle by an excellsut transport system, a high standard,
of agriculturs] education and the development of the 00—
operative movement. Iu there nothiogin thie for us to
learn?” _

Again in another place :

# Eyerywhere the cultivatsrs of the soil seem ot have
failed to increzse their incomes to the extent demanded
by modern requireme ts. Poverty is a relative master.
It does nos seem to be true that the cultivators of this
province are, on the averags, less well off than cultivators
of Japan or of the oountries bordering on the Mediterra~
necn, it does, on the other band, seem tobe true that
nowhers in the world is there to be found so large & body
of oultivators, so prosperous in proportion to the require-
ments of their lives, as the colonists on the Lower Chenab
Canal. It may be stated further. witbout foar of contra<
diction, that no other body of cultivators in any country
can afford to apend the ovores of rupees on litigation ihat
the Puojabi euliivators spend. The Punjebi is far fro_:n
bring e0 poor ae he ig someti_n{es_repreaonied shutas wi-
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be seen, he Kaus’ béfors’ hlm 'é lair‘ prospect iof aohiovmg 1

& greatbr prosperity thmn” in’ bpbn to-this 'fellovws ~in many -
~tdther oounieies, ¥ keitte ke  n A L L iieye

Regarding Japany M"‘Cﬂv“t pomts gat's =Carioas!  are dourited; the balance ' of adwatage “will ‘be ou*

ly seriough; - Japan,. ¢perhaps.:the . most hopelessly -
poverty-strickén vonntry in the world," ig  regarded:
a8z shining example ~of "prosperity. © Were Japan |
auywhere olsb but in' Awis; it - would be possible to-
bring bome -hrderstanding of itd sspecial difficilties
homd to'the educated men of this -province. ?” Cul-*

tivation and tra.nsport are 'done - ‘by' human labour, |

there being’ few oXxen ‘or horsed. ’l‘he 1mplements ?
arecvery radec T 4 TS F N
¢ 1 “The #iller of the soilis unable-to oxtract evern the mosk
frugal living from his tiny holding in epite of the greas

;. Jabour he expends on intensive cultivation and the.free

. use 'of night aoxl, ‘this faot acoounts for the aubsndiary
occupntmns. fot,” withous uerioulture, the Japanese farm-

U prd wbuld hardly bd able to maintain themeelves. - About
«.{15 to A7 per gent. of the total yield goes in taxes, -as com-
v psxed with lesg than 5 per cent. in the Punjab.” =

Szl

A.semewha.t surprising. fact brought out by Mu. Gal-. |

verf:in this canngction is that the average European .
cultivator. cannot afford the wheat diet of the Punjab.
The latter has withiu recent years largely given up
the use of millets which are cheaper than wheat and
now uses. ghee ia larger quantities tban before. Buf
in Earope patuto has. become the staple food of
many countries, mot becanse the people preferred it
bnt because it.is mach cheaper than wheat—because
an.area producivg. only ten. or twelve maunds of
wheat will prodnce - & huondred maunds. of potato.
English peasants caonot afford butter and use
margarine made of -cocoanut ; Italian peasants_ nee
olive oil because it is cheaper (hapn butter j* ¢ the
German eats cabbage and the ‘American ’ maize ot
: be;qanae they,havea natural taste for these thmgs but
becanse these things have been. forccd npon them
by economic conditions. : 4

Thus though, When ‘compared with several European
cauntries aud Japan, the people of the Punjab are
néither poor nor backward there is a good deal that
codld be d6né and“pught to be done to i increase their
ayerage, earnings. Tle 'cultivator’s’ ‘main’ ‘object
hitherto has been, the ,meetm:r of his domestxc needs,
not making thes soil yield - the best money . valne,
though of laté'a rapid chdnge" i occurring towards
the Tatter. The soil and poutical conditions are more
favonrable in the Punjab than in most other -coant.
ries and if only the ‘hnman factor’ is | improved, the
most «gratifying: results sre . bound to follow-
‘“Fertlhty' i9? nowadays largely s matter of intel-
Lgence, indnstry’ and- the:’correct "application
of,capital. *'. Intelhgence unfortunately is forsak-
ing the countryalde and -concentrating in "towns.
The ambition« 6f the’ intelligent sons of even farm-
eis’ gt ‘1o seak " . professionsl ot clerical:-career in
towns, . either -becange” ~agricaltare  is **looked
down upon or becange. it is wrongly ‘believed ‘to be
anremuanerative s~ while.- the example. of Denmark
éhows cléarly that if - -onlyintelligence: is properly
applied to it it can be as remunerative as, if not more

1A

than, ntiy modern industry, The’ wealth accumulate&
by &, fewLamptxona.l mdmd.uals in commerce and i m-
dnatry may be very attmctxve, bat if, failures, also:

the side of’ agriculture.” At present the rural n.rea#

: are left wu:hont. men of 1nt.elhgence who can mt.ro .

dave lmproved methods. The big landlords in Engﬂ
Iand ‘and - the Citholic clergy on the continent ‘of
Eurdpe take a keen intereat in thé ,improvement of
agripulture, . In Indis there is. Ab. present no c1aas|
correspon-‘lmg tothens The cultivators in - progres~-
sive European conntiries and in Jap&n are much morg«

' mdustnons all ‘the. year round’ partly beca.uae

the goil ia pot fertile and’ partly becanse they ata
hot content with a low yield. In Balgmm where the:
holdings are as small as in the Punjab, and thé soil’
infinitely poorer, the cultivators are able to produce
a good deal more than in the Panjab by hard work,,
employment of capital and co-operative organisations:
¥ In Belgium soience and go-operation have shown the
: jodustrious small holder how to employ capital with profit.
The result is interesting and should be convincing. ' it is,
that if a large amount of capital is to be employed. in,
. soientifie agriculture on a amall area, human food Crops
- youst give way to crops feeding live stack; vegetabla
.products such as wheat must be replaced by. a.nlmal,
products. - In Belgium only 9 per oent.of the cultivated
. srea is devoted to wheat ; the Jand is utilised . chiefly . for
- guoh valuable industrial corops as sugar beet, mbaucq and
flax and to raising food for cattle. More manure is used.
per acré and more oattle are carried per acra than in any
other country.”™

“In India religious sentimeut prevents ecomomiec ani-
mal farming. Horned cattle are kept only for milk,
bat milk by itself cannot be pro fitable just as sheep
farming ouly for ‘wool canuot be paying. Theseo
can pay only if the older animals are slauglltere&
for meat. The pig, * which is distinguished as the
most prolific and therefore t he moet economical ’ of
meat-yielding animals, is taboo on religions grounds.
Otber profitable ‘animal inlastries are neglocted
sach as sericulture, bee keeping, the rearing ol geese,
turkeys, ducks, poultry and pigeons. Every year crores
of rapees are spent inthe parchase of land, but com-
paratively little on permanent improvements.” The
price of 1and it India has risen g0 high that one who
purchafes it with borrowed money cannct pay even
the interest on it ont of the income from the land:
‘Then khkere is great  waste in- many directions
which can abd -ought to be prevented—waste of
female labour, waste of energy and money by litiga=
tion and for want of banking facilities, the ordinary
money lender being & drag on rether’ than help to
production, waste due to the nse of infertile seed
loss of manure, fragmentation of boldings, &e - -
s --- “There is waste in the uses to which various pruducts
-, are put. Cotton seed is fed to cattle in a orude form which
. ', is beyond the power of the animals so dlgeat From the
" seed there shoula be extricted the shost fibres Which could
""" pe used to make foli for hats, &c { the busk should then
be decorticated to form a fuel ; the kernel should next be
orushed to separate the ofl which is of value as a. cooking
material, or as a basis for soap, &o,; the resultant oake is
" & food which cattle oan digest’ or, which wﬂl serva an n.n
" - oxeellent manure,
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All thls waste can be prevented and the “host, value

.taken ont of the lan fl onlv by he _application gf
traied-inteliigendss © Mer. Calvarﬁ therefore* dppeals
to théeduca.ted Indiat to be I¥ss absorbed {ix' junpro-
ductive professions like law -und ‘Pess obsedsed by
-polilics and apply himself to the problem of increa-
sing the Wea:th of his donatiy by fmproved méthods
Ain agriculture and co”dperatwe orgauisationm.: &

o V. V. 8.
' = e P REEET |
MlSuELLANEA e

PRI TR S P\ ""{." I8 T
) THE REAL KEENYA QUESTION.:
MosT peopla whose reading of the daily paper is )noder-
-ately intensive must now krow that thedesin b Kanyaddesiidn.
- The headline which gives them-this infornation (usnaMy runs
“Indiangin Kenys,"isnd on themurface it would: ‘sppedr that
‘the question is conserned with the olaims and relatiqm of the

Indians and white settlers in the tarritory which,. until lately,

was known as British East Afriea, ., Whether the;inditcs
shonid be given the franchise on an equality;with thw spttlers,
‘whether Indian immigration whould bs restricted, whether the
-highlands should be reserved for.white men; these ara the par-
i tioular points which are at the moment being fought: yver by
xival deputestioanito she Golpnial, Qfidy - -and the prinsiplé invel-
ved appears, shersfore, v be-that of recinlpqhslity:ieithin the
British Empire: Thasgrinoiplaisi involved, and:it is o import-.
ant one, hut behind it and/behind the ‘domplivated dispute
between the Indians and settlers,al struggle is procseding over
a question sud a prinoiple nf-still greater importance. The real
Kenya qusstion iz son¢ernad  with /the i futare government of
téhose Afrioan territories<which are now administered aé Orown
Coloaies or Protectorates. and thersfosewitti the whols future
of the British Empire in Afripa, Awa thewe -torritories to be
administeréd by the Imperial Governmens as a * saorsd trust
of civilization" until sueh time .ag their African inhabisants
may become capable. of aslf government,: or ‘are they to be
' handed over to the absolute rula of a°handful 6f British
+mettlers, planters, and traders whose interest. ia theterritories
is oon.ﬁned t0 sconomio explqtnt:on? That is she real question
which is now being fought over, ‘and within a fow weoks ‘must

, e setsled, ir the Colonial Office. gt
To prove this statempnt it ia necassary briefly tO ses out
the facts whieh have led up to the present orisis. - The popu-
1ation of Kenya consists of about 3,000,000 Africans, about
25,000 Indiang, and about 10,000 white . men, The government

of the country has hitherto besn the ordinary type of Crown

Oolony administration, i. e, the white settlera eleotad re. | -

preseatatives to the Legislative Couneil, but the Governor had
an offoial majority on the Council, and so ultimate authority
remained with him, and through bix with the Colonial Office
and the Imperial Government, The Kenya administration
has always been extraodinarily complacent to the sestlers.
All she best land in the hills bas-bean either sold to them or
given on leass for 999 years at vary low prices. Africans
-who inconveniently occupied African land in demirable situs-~
-tionz were “Temoved and relsgatedto less fertils Teserves.
‘When the Africans refused to come and work f.r very low
wages for*the settlerm, she Government yielded o the settlers’
_repeatod demands, and adminigirative pressure was applied in
‘various ways to mdnce tha Africans to supply chenp
labour.

‘-~ But for some time past the 'Dtﬂel‘l havu' been dissatified
with the position. There has been a ,widespread demand
smong them for more direct compuision upon the Afnon.n ta
supply labour, 2 sompulsion to be applied either by law or by
outting down the reserves and incressing the taxation of
natives. , It bacams obvious that neither the local Geveroment
nor the Coloanial Office could possibly grant these demands in
faco of the opposition in this country. Immediately there arose
smong tha white settlers. greas oppoaition to the existing form
of government continual cnt:omm of the official majority
of ‘she Couneil, and & demasd for “réiponsible government,”

Reesponsible swernmont monnl. of course, in this ease, that-the-

wledndg
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gégmixilserahon shall be responsible to an Telected ma;oritg on
the Legislative Council, but that the elected represent tizqm
shall bp éleoted By and. dhall drirebent! only the 10,000 1¥nlto
settlern out of 8B tio )iiat h eg nd four millions.
In other parts ot mg..s\ d been made and
granted, with the inevitable result th that the nat:ve population
and its land havs been’handed over to the exploitation. of o
handful of whita juasters, Buat in’ -tbl! _ouse. another faotor
existed and steod between the very vonal settler: ands:the in-
articulate African—25,000 Indiand.  /If theré wax ' toribe Ja
franchise, and an elested ‘majority, and- reaponsible ‘govern-
ment, what about the Indians and racial equality within the
Empire? The question was pro-nptlg asked by the Indmgl
acd by India, which is no longer inartioulate.” Jt' received
& very prompt answer from the. settlecs. - ¢ This ia a
white man’s country”, they said. “'A dbcsnstd Meofetary of
"State for the Colonies pledged-the British Bmyite thawid ladd
in the Keriya highiandy shonld aver'bd#cld ‘to-a"brown or a
black man. Those highlands must be reservad for white men.
' The immigration of Indians must be. stopped, - Indians now in
Kenya must be * segregated.’ . The franchige muss not be givgn
to Indians, bacause,if it is; the government of Kanya: will be
in-the hands-of Indians, and -wewshall be ‘handing ovér the
natives of Afrioa €0 Asiatics and’ to- Muhammadane,*and be-
traying out‘sacéed’ trusl of Christianity and-clvilimasionl! Ahd
if we are not, al!owad ‘to’ berformd’ shat sacrad ' srufsé;if the
Imperial Govelmmant attempta. to give  aha. iﬂ,sohlso to
-Indians, then we shall take to arme .and.imposs ouniwill by
ot B o vd viriabes 3 g el
So issue was foinkd ‘béiwoen “thé - white settief Jand the
Indian. The oontroversy here turns upon the Indian demdnd
that they be given thd franchire son the same¢ tprmae;5® the
settlers with & comamon register and that no new restrictions
be introdubady With wégard ito- immigration.. Towards the
..ond of lasy year s apmpromise wan worked out in; Londgn, but,
when “it”-was referred: co Kenya; it was.rejec-sd asbsolote-
"Iy by the sattlers. who theeatsn forte If- thelr’ full -olaims: “dre
" not satisfied. Meanwhile, they ‘called tp their. aig the us:{q ‘
weapon of propaganda. |, Jt hag heean ,repras,ented that. if t.ho
b Indian.claimsrwith regard tathe franchise and s migts tionebe
oonoeded, it will mean that Eéoys and ' ite three -million
n&sive tohabitahis will b8 handed over to the government of
Indmn lmmgrants, for they already outnumber the white
“nden by: over two so-ope, , S0 the settlar mide hip five ﬁpp"bar-
safice-before the Britisk publlo dressed if swhite-shest, with a
cross on his breast, supported or hslf supporied by a B:shop,
and claiming %o'be tthe knight-errant bf °the liberties and
happiness'of three milliow Afrioans. < i & . ¢ - fjuy
" Pnfortunately ' this' bedutiful; e imsginary cvisidn w of
" Lord Delamere #nd Mr. Grdga.n’hm’now ‘evaporafedi '!E‘hada-
pressntatives of ths Indians have explisifly stated » {1} “fHat
shay odnsider’it #ita) that the efficial mejorivy ;ehould beJe-
tained in the Legislative Counail, thus assuring to the Govern-
ment the power o; outvoting legislation adve: se'y affecting
the natives, antil ‘the natives them!elvas ‘are able to under-
take responsible government ; - {2y that ey havesnd desire
: ﬁuatevm‘ to také any Part’ ior- the' direst’ + adminibthationd of
native affairs, witich should be left entirely in the kands ok vhe
Colon:al officials. Thie statément ‘of ‘the' Iudian deputabibn
dispones-of the settlers’ oasa against'the Indiane:- ‘The Indisne
are certainly no more to be srusted thenr'thie whits gettldtswith
'absoluie’ Powet over thd' hatives; -bu¥ they: iarslolaiming no
= subh Power. "¢ [ the dbttiers* olaim.- for:* respoiisible govarna
“mont,? Tor tho'handing:overisf Eenyd 40 the? absolute snle fof
@ fdwthéusand white fren which div: faov,~hae Foroed dhe
" Todiat 40 olaim thé ¥ote’ ‘fot “himself!* ‘#nd- §hieraby 6 bedorae
the defén@ér of ihd ﬁaﬂv"e’! et dhculd be daly one’lanswer
frodi'ths Ifiiferial Government to thie'two parsied ih" thieTls-
pute, namely, that the control 'of thé* govbrnhmh 'of Kenya
‘vlinoh bé entrasted vither i>#hole or in part, to 10,000 white
men or 25008 Indians; bt must~rhrmain far the:prepens in the
handn of tbe Colonial Office and-the, Impenial.Gozernment,
t rep;esentatwe institutions should be so frnmed a8 to
[}:‘o{cJ ‘Yot ‘only ‘to -white "ién - g’ fndisnd but to
Africaml as weHHThe Nation and the-Atheneum of -May 208k
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