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TOPICS OF THE WEEK

THE ras:gna.tmn of Mr. Bonar Law
.., after only half a year’s premiership
will be rqcei,ved }mth Zenuine regret in all quarters.
Mr. Law has always had, .a “good press” and de-
servedly so. Though a Conservative, he had plenty
of shrawd commonsense and was therefore just the
man to save the Tory extremists, whose man
he was, from .their own, follies: Mr, Law was
neaded to win the electlons and to puta Tory gov-‘
ernment in power: but when hahad done the part
he was chosen for, indications .were not wanting
that the extremists of his party were beginning to
chafe under his.cautiousness, Thera have been
all along two voices speaking in the British. Gov-
ernment : witness England’s attitude on the: Rubr
question. Lord Curzan’s understudy, .in the. bom-
mons one day would treat the world to a tiradein
the best war time style on the absurdity of feeling
pity for the Boche ; Mr. Law the following ;day
would condemn France's action and ,wash his
hands of the whole busmess. Woell, durmg Lord
Curzon’s short vicegerency the sxtremista. have
. had i¢ all their own way,
went on his health trip and Lord Carzon took up the
~ reins, there was no more doubt, :as to which voice
“had provailed : Garmany was duly snubbed. Again,
Lord Curzon,whohas never forgiven Mr. Chicherin,
immediately took the occasion. to break with
Russia. Unfortunatsly for Lord Guxzon,, he over-
did it and even Conservatives felt that to have a

“The Premiership.

pompous and conceited man like him at the helm |

~ of things, would only lead to'one-thing : ‘the utter
. dxscradltmg of the ancien, regime pariy in power
now. Under Mr. Law the Consorvatives mlght

. conceivably have continued In power. until the |

natural end of this Parliament;, under Lord
: Curzon it is inevitable that the government of the |

The moment Mr. Law |

'| hour would have provoked sooner rather than

later such & conflict with public opinion in Eog-

land, as would have neocessitated a ‘dissolution.

Hence even the Morning Post was against Lord
Curzon’s Premiership and sponsored Mr. Baldwin
as the right man for -screening decently and

. democratically the Torydom of the government in

power. Mr. Baldwin’s task is not ari enviable one :
the only satisfaction one feels is that even at such
a juncture as this the Georgians. never had the

_ slightest look-in.

* * »

THE latest news both from London

frk .
A ‘““""“"“' and Capetown about East Africa

‘reveals in its nakeduness the goal the *“Whites"” are

aiming at:viz the permanentascendancy of a small
white caste lording it over a mass of black helots.
This version of the White Man's burden is of the
partioular South African brand and owes its in-
spiration to the Boer, to whom black men are and

_always have been a species of cattle, as incapable
~ of property rights,:let alone citizenship rights, as

oxen. The perfect lower of this conoception can be
studied in the Orange Free State, whers the Boer is
absolutely unirammelled and has been able to
establish a. commonwealth after his own heart,
with the *“aativas” controlled and jim-crowed and
dispossessed of every square yard of land. But
thia poisonous Boer theory and praotice is no
longer restricted to the Orange Free State : it has
been adopted throughout the length and breadth.of
the Union as the dominant policy. of all parties.

| And not enough with that—it. has spread over its
| borders into Rhodesia and during the War was
 bodily transplanted into Kenya, where quite half

of the white settlers are Africanders. Hinc illae
lacryinae. .
. ‘-I * 'I
ToO guage to the full thesignificance
Facts and Pancles.

of this faot, it muat be remembered

{ that the whole Eastern half of Africa between the
. Anglo-Egyptian :Sudan jn the North and the
' Union of South Africa i in the south thers stretch a

series of contiguous British colonies and * pro-

| tectorates" of which Keonya.is the northernmost.
; Kenyatherefora obvmusly holds the key-posnuon for

a future Boer Africa under British suzerainty from
the Cape fo Cairo : for once Kenya is Africanderiz-
ed, the balance of territories remammg ‘between it
and the Union. can then be attacked both from
front and rear. A few statistical faots about thls
_ African eomplex ara rather illuminating :
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Population in lakbs.

Area in
1000 aq. : | Euro-
miles, Total, | Asiasio, pean.
Kenya . 245 263 036 009
Tanganyika ane 365 40 014 002
Ugands P 110 307 006 00
Zanzibae 1 2 023 0:003
Nyassaland 39 12 0006 | 0-02
Basutoland 12 L 0001 | 002
Bechnoanaland . 275 15 - 0-02
Rhodesia North aes 201 10 004
" South 149 8 803 034
Bwaziland e 7 1 002
Total ... 1494 1365 0827 0-583
Union of 8. A. ‘e 473 695 1-5238 15229
Grand Total ... 1967 206 235 | 1581
- t -

FROM the above figures it is oclear
that even in the Union the whites
are in a minority ( of 227/ ), whilst in the rest of
this complex, over which they now wish to esta-
blish their ascendancy, the number of whites is
still more disproportionate, being less than half
per cent., whilst even including South Africs, the
whites would only form 8% of the whole population
of an area, only just exceeding that of India. That
such an area should in Africa carry a population
of 20 and in India of 320 millions, gives moreover
oooasion for much furious thinking, e:pecially
when it is remembered that Afrioa is infinitely
richer and more fertile than India, But what
makes these protagoniste of Boer Empire so parti-
cularly to detest the Asiatio, is the fact that once
the possessor of & pigmented skin is acknowledged
the political and social equal of unpigmented man
other pigmented races, including negroes, wiil be’
able to gain that status by the mere process of
education., And where will then be the dream of
‘White Supremacy over the “Dark Continent”—a

continent of serfs on the one hand, and of
plantation and mine owners on the other? Already
Central Africa is the reservoir of labour for all
South Afriea : to make it quite “siocer” for the
Boer, is the olear policy of Mr. Smufs and his
slim compatriots, who will fight the Indian “ fn~
truder’” in Africa tooth and nail, since they know
that the rights of the Indian today will be the
rights of the African tomorrow. “Trusteeship of
the native”, we believe, does the Rev. Dr. Arthur

oall it

Some Trasteeship.

* * *

The Indian Social Reformer has

Sublectiviem 1o gppgrently acquired a new vision
which enables it to make strange

dlscovenes' such as that the Liberal party, except-
ing a few individuals, is & drag on social reform;
that thers was only one great social reformer in it
viz, the late Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, * and now
that he is no more, the success of the Liberals at
the polls will mean another three years of social
‘atagnation;’ and that * it is precisely because the
Congress movement today is essentially a socla.l
yoform movement that the bulk of the social re-

form party including the large majority of educas-
ed and intelligent women are to be found within
its fold." We do not know when the Liberal party
lost ita social reform charaoter or when the Congress
acquired it, for recently there has been only one
conversion of note from one to the other, that of Mr,
K. Natarajan, It is not easy to understand who in
the opinion of the L S. R. is & social reformer and
who is nof. Sir Surendranath Banerjee isnot one;
for, while on the Southborough Committee, he was
opposed to the enfranchisement of women, though
suhsequently he has become a ochampion of
women’s suffrage. Bir Dinshaw Wacha has lost
his olaim for being called a social reformer on
account of having voted in the Counoil of State
against the raising of the age of consent against
proourers from 16 to 18, though those who vosed
in favour of it are not entitled to ba called social
reformers. But we certainly did not expect the 7.
8. R. to descend so far as to refer to the good and
original work of the Hon. C. V. Mehta in regard
to the excise policy in the words ** we need not
refer to the way in which three good years have
been wasted by the Liberal Ministers, ” Ifthe L
8. R. reslly wants to know whether the Congress
or the Liberal Federation stands more for social
reform, we invite it to examine the names of the
citizens of Bombay who invited the publie to the
railway station to meet the train carrying the
ashes of Sir Narayan to Bombay and find out whe-
ther more belong to the Oongress or to the Liberal
party.
» * L ]
8AY8 Young Inndia in its jssue
TheDe Valera  of last week, in the course of an
“ appreciation” of the late Sir N.
G. Chandavarkar: “ It will be ever rogretted that
a oareor of service of the Motherland was cut off
in 1901 by association with a (overnment with
whom a large part of the country is at war.” "At
war " presumbly means “non-co-operating ' : but
however was Sir Narayan to know in 1901 that in
1919 “ a large part of the country would be at war”
with the Government with which he then associa-
ted himself, when the very Mahatma of noa-co-
operation so little dreamt of it in 1917, that he
volunfteered to become & zealous recruiting agent
for the same Government with whioch “C. R.” and
friends now oall themselves “at war” ? Really!
The whole passage has that fouch of dotrinaire,
mono-ideaed futility, to which Mr. De Valera has
po abundantly aocustomed the world during these
last two years:is * C. R.”, one wonders, a kindred
spirit, working up inexorably to a kindred fate
of pathetio self-stultification ?
. ™ * »
THR Times of India understands
* that the grant in the case of all
European High Sohools in this
Presidency has been reduced from one third to
one quarter” and on this news our contemporary’
comments in & leader which slmost reads as if
this new order was due to feelings of pettiness and

Privile
Peevis!
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jealousy against Europeans and Anglo-Indians,
We must say that this sort- of attitude is really
amazing in face of the fact that the reduction from
14 to 4 is not & reduction in the ordinary grant,
to which all sohools are entitled, but to the supple-
mentary grant which European Schoole alone
receive over and above the rest. Bombay is the
only Presideney which distinguishes - between
“ English teaching” and “ European™ schools,
which differ from each other, not according to the
eurriculum or medium of instruotion, but accord-
ing to the race of the pupils: a " European "
school being defined as *one in which at least
four-fifths are of European or Indo European
descent. ” That this is racial privilege pure and
simple needs no arguing. It is usually defended
on the soore that, unless 807 of the children have
English for their mother tongue, the whole purpose
of the school is defeated, in that idiomatio English
will no longer be spoken by the pupila. English
cortainly has become an Indian language and not
an unimpoertant one either : it is, therefore, quite
legitimate that there should be “English teaching"
schools maintained at the public expense.
* - »

But how in fairness to the general
Indian taxpayer can it be justified
to maintain the exotic of “ Euro.
pean " schoole at non-Europeans’ expenss, so that
European children, forsooth, may have in India
the same kind of scholastic environment that they
would have had, if they or their romote forefathers
had never left Britain ? What would be thought
of the demand to maintain 80 7, Dateh schools in
New York at the expense of the general American
taxpayer ? or of 80 7, Portuguese schools in
Girgaum, for the matter of that? An acquisition of
the correct Oxford drawl may be & good in itself:
in which case it would be desirable to kesep it pure
and undefiled from OQCockney ocontamination—
but who ever would have the audacity to ask the
London general ratepayer to maintain Eton for
the exclusive use of the relatives of Old Etoniana?
The very expense of the “ European’’ achool
proves what an exotic it is: why then saddle the

No more
tavouritismt

the bulk of all the revenues ) with the cost of such
a luxury ? The luxury may be very good in its.
- golf ¢ but we are not oonsidering the educational
ugefulness of these schools, but the justice of
getting Indians to pay for the education of people,
who by their insistence on such special schools
for themselves only prove, how little they consider
themselves to be Indiaps. The true faots of the
case surely are, not that a reduction in the grants
specially made to privileged “ European " schuols
spelis an anti-European animus, but that their
very continuance contravenes against the only
principle on which Indian nationhood is possible—
viz. that of equal opportunity for all, regardless
of race and religion. C I

B 3 :
’., . F RS TS .'."a:'. ..

| protest on the part of the
already overburdened {ndian masses ( who provide - \

THE LIBERALS' ANSWER TO THE
CHALLENGE.

THE outstanding feature of the Bombay Liberal
Conference, which held & very suoceesful session
at Karad on Saturday and Sunday last, was the
adoption by the Liberal Party in the Bombay
Presidency of a polioy of retaliation against the
arbitrary aotion of the Governor QGenerai in
certifying the salt duty. The retaliatory policy
took the shape of rejecting supplementary demands
for grants that the Government may submit to the
Legislative Assembly in the July session. The
Conference did not feel competent to issue a man-
date to the members in this sense, but left it to
their disoretion to refuse any or all the estimates
that may happen to be placed bsfore them, pledg-
ing its own support to whatever action they may
decide upon. In recommending & polioy in
general terms to the Assembly and loaving it to
them to work out the details of it, the Conference
acted wisely in our opinion, but that this poliey
was recommended by the Conference is in itself &
portent of the utmost consequence. It shows that if
the Governor General eleots to exercise as a nor-
mal proceeding his special powers reserved foruse in
emergenoias, the Liberal Party will feel bound to
push its opposition to the point of obstruction of
Government business. The leaders of the Party
have always deoclared that the comstitutional
opposition which it is their duty to offer to all
harmful measures of Government, also includes
obstruction as circumstances may warrant, and
that the Liberal Party passed s0 easily from oppo-
sition of the orthodox type to obstruction, on the
veory first oocasion which justified such a drastic
step, shows that the Party, in deapite of all that its
deotractora say, is fully alive to this fact and is
prapared for all contingencies. We do not know
whether in the next session of the Assembly there
will come up many supplementary estimates and
whether their rejection will cause serious embar-
rassment to Government, but, however little or
much actual harassment it may cause, it will
at least serve as an. impressive gesture of
Liberal Party,
which, we hope, the Government will note
and inwardly digest. In our leading article en-
titled * The Chalienge”™ (of March 30) we re-
marked that, with an extensive use of the reserv-
ed powers, Indian Nationalism will tend inevitab-
ly to take the turn which Canadian Nationalism
took immediately before the grant of self-govern-
ment, Qur prophesy is not long in coming true.
The adoption of obstructive tactics in the Asssmb-
1y is the first fruits of this tendency, and if obstruc~
tion is on this cocasion to be limited in extent, the
Liberals will not hesitate to enlarge its sphere  as
expediency may suggest. And that the firat step
in this direotion should be taken on the motion of

‘Mr. @. K. Devadhar at the Liberal Conference is

as fitting as it is significant. He hates politics of

] the fireworks variety most bitterly, but-his deep.
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concern for the hardships of the poor and oppress-
ed and his tender solicitude for their welfare drove
even him to recommend what may perhaps bs re-
garded as extreme action in certain gquarters. The
Liberal Party could not have found a better ' per-

son through whom to declare their determination

to avenge the wrong done to the poor by placlng
an impost upon a prime neoesmty of life.

Ifin this resolution the Liberal Party bas
given an answer to the Government, it has given
an answer to its non-official oritios as well. Tt' {g
determined, not only to oppose all bad measures
of Government, but to carry its resistance to the

farthest possible ‘limits within the' tonstitution.

Obstruction it will assuredly practise on''oceasion
but it cannot lend itself to the unvarying “obstruc-
tion which Dashabandhu Das and Pandit Nehru
advocatebut with which the Das-Nehru party is toy=
ing in a lackadaisioal fashion. This party still pro-
fesses to adhere to non-co-operation and'regards
obstruction of all Government business to bs re-

quired on the part of all adherents of that dootrine, |

whother the business is conducive or prejudicial to
the interests of the eountry. The Liberal Party
owns no allegiance to non-co-operation and ié not
bound by its prinoiples to obstrnot every measure.
It is free to support, oppose and obstruct as ococa-

gion may demand, and the only criferion’ by |
which it will judge of Government’s ‘action is |

whetherit will promote or injure national intereats.

The Liberal Party, naturally enough, seized
the /ca@'asmn of an annusal gathering f{o strengthen
ité organization in the Bombay Presidency. It
suffers at present from the faoct that!its’ 1mumbers
are amall; but a‘party whioh is not very numer-
ous should be at least well-knit, The Liberal Party |’
is perhaps the most disorganised "among existing
political groups. There” are' undoubtedly several’

reasons for such a deplorable state of things. This

is no ocoasion to go into them. But it s ¢ obvmus
that a party which does not' possess many *adher-
onts and which' lacks ona-pomtedness whlch‘

closely-knit organisation alone can give cannot |

have much striking force. The Confarence devoted
alarge part of its fime and thought to this aspect
of its business and has concerted certain measures
which it is hoped will make tha Party more effec.
tive as & political group thai it is. 'If now there’
js very groat noed forextehsive propagandlst work
there is-an even more urgent need to take effectual
steps for strengthening ‘its -internal organization.
That theleaders ‘of ‘the Party gave’ their most
serious eonesideration’ to-this topie is"a highly
encourging cireumstance,’ and it is the Pounden
_duty of alt to give their loyal gupport to all. the

"measured that may be‘takon to'this ohd aud to'bé
preparad to undergo all the sacrifices which: they
may be,called ypon.to make.,. . .. . -a#

cote I

IVTER—COMMUNAL RELATIONS IN1 ;THE; :

* PONJAB =1L -. el

'I¥-one person more then any*other_ has’ pro'm‘otadu‘
directly or indireotly, fhe present comniunal feel:"

"League.
"vested interests or of creating communalism in a

was not, however,

IR 3

ing in the Punjab it is Mr, Mian Fazl-i-Hussin, the
Muslim Minister, He is a Congressman of the
pre-non-co-operation days, a member of the Muslim
League and was not left unnotioed by the Martial °
law authorities. - As a co~operator, he was bound to
oombat the non-eo-operation movement. . And ass
Congrassman and member of the Muslim League,
he was bound to give executive effect to the Con- .
gress League Compact at. Lucknow, which was -
adopéed in the new reformed constitution by the
Government as far as the Legislative Council was
concerned, Itissometimesargued that the prinociple
behind the Luckaow Compact was that Muhamma-
danas should wield 50 p. . of the #nfluence in the
Punjab, whether in the Legislative Council or in -
other bodies. It is, therefore, a very logical infer-.

‘ence from the Lucknow Compact, that the prinoci-

ple of 53 p. ¢. influence should be extended to local -
boards, municipalities,  educational institutions,

the public services, ete., etc. Mr. Fazl-i-Husain .
is following this policy and in doing so claims -
only to be giving loyal effect to the Lucknow Com- .
paot, under the mandate of the Congress and the

If it has the effect of running counter to .

marked manner—well, that is werely incidental
and unavoidable, ,

The most dramatic result of thls polloy is the
discomfiture of the non-eo-pperation. movement in
the Punjab, The Muhammadans, whetherco-opera-

‘tors or non-co-operators, saw that a bird in hand

was worth two in the bush, that their community
derived immediate and tangible advauntage, from
"even partial Swaraj under Mr.. Fazl-i-Husain, and.
tha.t this was worth more than tha prospective, but
uncertam. complete Swaraj of Mr. Gandki, They

" therefore solidly . xallied round . his banner. A .

wedga ulong communal hnes was driven right
through ao-operators and non-oo-operators .This .
rapid changa of front ,on the part of Muslims dis-
quieted the Hindus, wha began to doubt their fate
under the Musiim Raj. . :
On the top, of this came tha Ma.labar rabsllxon

in _1921 and the reports of, forced conversions of -
'Hindus to Islam. It is not a mattar of great sur-

prise that in view of the past tradition of the two |

" communities in the Punjab, these.reports should ;
'have had greater effoct in the Punjab than in other

provinces. The comparatively, feebla protest on
the part of the Muhammadans against thess con-

| versions, and the attempt either to disoredit the

reports or to find other excuses, did not help
to reassure the Hindus, whose faith, in the

Muhammadans was rudely shaken.

The full effact of these events and tendencies
felt at the time. Mr. Gandhi
was still free and his non-co-operation movemens
‘was at its height and ocoupied the whole stage,
1'His parsonal influence kept under check the puraly
rehglous excitement of the Muslunm It was not the
oorreot thing to do to discuss the polmy, of & oco-
erating Minister or of Government posts, or
vbtes or seats. And Mz, Géndhi had asked, in th &
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name of Hindu-Muslim unity, that the Hindus
should forgive the Muslim conversions in
Malabar.

With his arrest in Maroh 1922 and with most
of his trusted lieutenants still in jail, the non-oo-
operation movement showed signs of rapid dis-
organization. People could no longer help taking
notice of the Government and its policies and
ourrent events of less importance than non-co-
operation. It was then that the non-Muslims be-
gan to express their discontent against Mr. Faal-i-
Husain’s polioy.

Then came the passing of the Gurudwara Bill.
Itis not necessary here to go into its merits.
What is relevant is that Mr. Fazl-i-Husain in-
troduced it. It affeoted only Sikhs and Hindus
and was not even remotely concerned with
Muslims, It was bitterly opposed by the former.
All the elected Hindu and Sikh members of the
Legisiative Council opposed it. Even the Govern-
ment members did not vote together as is general-
ly the rule. Yet the Bill was passed in the Coun-
oil entirely with the support of the Muslim mem-
bers. Now the Lucknow OCompact oontains a
clause that if three fourths of the members of a
ocommunity object to any measure that affects that
community, it ought to be dropped. The passing
of the Gurudwara Bill was a violent breach of this
wholesome understanding. If this was an earnest
of Muslim Raj in the Punjab, the doubts of the non-
Muslims about their fate under it were evidently
not a mere fancied grievance or an exhibition of
perversity.

To avoid the undesirable result of a publie
. agitation which would drive the communities
apart, and which would only result in solidify-
ing the Muslim support of the policy, the non-
Muslim membars of the Counecil tried to get
the Governor in virtue of his speoial respon-
sibilities towards the minorities under the
Instrument of Instructions, to use a moderating
influence on Mr. Fazl-i-Husain, -So they waited
on the Governor in a deputation but he deolined
to interfers in the matter on the ground that Mr.
Fazl-i-Husain commanded a majority in the
Council for his policy. He failed to perceive the
absurdity of applying purely demoocratic principles
fo communal councils, The reservation clause in
the Lucknow Compact referred to above is the
only sensible solutfion.

The deputation had the very effect it sought to
avoid: a public meeting of the Muhammadans,
which solidly supported the policy of Mr. Fazl-i-
Husain,was held in Lahore as a counter blast to the
deputation. It is not, however, to be understoed
thatithere are no Muhammadans of influence, who
disapprove of the lengths to which My, Husain is
oarrying hie policy. But they do not like to
declare their opinions publioly.

The non-Muslim members of the Legislative
Council next moved a vote of censure on Mr.
usain. As was to be expeoted, the Muhammadan
ajority solidly opposed it and the motion failed.

It made olear that the Muslim Minister had
ocompletely lost the confidence of the Hindu and
Sikh members. But that did not deter him from
continuing in office.,

The non-Muslims felt that only two altsrna-
tives more waere left to them—to demand a ohange
in the oonmstitution of the Council, so that no
single community oan dominate the other two
combined, and to take to non-co-operation with
the Muslim Raj. The Sikhs claim that the Gurud-
wara Act has not so far been brought into opera-
tion, beoause of the threat of direct action by the
Akalis.

The non-Muslim co-operators started an agita-
tion for a change In the constitution of the Council.
And it is remarkable that the non-Muslim non-co-
operators, who would have nothing o do with these
Counoils, also joined the agitation. These had
found that the rapid development of communal dis-
trust and hatred, not only among the intelligentia
which profited -directly by Mr. Fazl-i-Husain’s
policy, but also among the masses, since the arrest
of Mr. Gandhi, bad rendered Congress work well
nigh impossible. And even they, therafore, desired
to have a clear and common understanding like
the Lucknow Compact, as to where they would
stand under complete Swaraj. These discussions
oulminated in the Lahore conference in April last,
which was attended by the All-India Congress
leaders.

Before discussing this conference, we have yet
to oonsider the attitude of the masses since Mr.
Gandhi's arrest, It has been mentioned already
that the forced conversions in Malabar greatly
disconcertod the Hindus and sowed the seeds of
distrust in their minds. But that was not the end
of the influence of Malabar on the Punjab, where
the Arya.Samaj, an aggressively proselytising
Hindu organization, is very strong. For the benefit
of the distressed in the rebellion, the Malabar
Central Relief Committee, under the inspiration
of Mr. G K. Devadhar ofthe Servants of India
Society, had organised relief operations on a non-
communal basis. Unfortunately, in India, even
charity to the distressed must come to be coloured
with communalism, and so the Arya Samajistsand

' the Muhammadans started separate and avowedly
- ecommunal relief operations in Malabar,
to raise money from the communities concerned,

In order

these well-intentioned workers imported commu-
naliem wholesale in their appeala to their commu-
nities. The result was that sympatby for the
victims gave place to communal sympathies and in.
tercommunal hatred. ' Communalism triumphed
over humanity. '

- The Multan riots did not improve these
estranged feelings. The riots may be said to be of
the oid type—religious franzy leading to a sudden
conflagration.” The Hindus, however, were disap-
pointed that their hearty participation in the

| Khilafat had not toned down the fanaticiam of

the Muhammadane. - And on aceount of the gene«
ral politioal awakening, the Multan riots came
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to have wide influence. Again, thelcomparatively
feeble protest of the Muhammadans against the
vandalism of their co-religionists in Multan was
taken as & warning by the Hindus.

Almost for the first time, the Hindus thought
seriously of organising themselves for the defence
of their lives and property, and paricularly, the
bhonour of their women. This incipient defensive
organization was construed by the;Muhammadans
s an act of hostility to themasealves,

Finally,the Suddhi movementstarted by Swami
Shraddananda among the Malkana Rajputs near
Agra added fuel fothe flame. These Rajputs are Mu-
hammadans in name, but for all practical purposes
Hindus. Among their customs are some which
are radically opposed to Muhammadanism. The
Arya Samsjists under Swami Shraddanand under-
took to converf thess nominal Muhammadans back
into Hindus. It is annecessary here to discuss the
motives of the action. It is sufficient to say that
Hindus have as much right as any other religion-
ists to convert other pseople fo their faith. But it
has already been said that the Khilafat agitation
had exalted the Muhammadans to an unprecedent-
od degree and in the absence of the better leaders,
ignorant priests came to have a free hand over the
masses. The priests construed the Malkana Sud-
dhi movement as an insult to Islam. An agita.
tion was carried on to inflame the Muhammadans
to avenge the insult. It had the other effect also
of rallying the Hindus to the support of the Sud-
dhi movement. These circumstances drove the
two communities apart and they have drifted into
‘armed camps,’ ready to fly at each other's
throats on the slightest provocation. The repeat-

"ed Amritsar and Multan riots in the recent past
indicats the dangerous possibilities,

In destroying communal unity, the Vernacu-
lar Press in the Puujab has played no inconsider-
able part. = The perpetual excitements provided by
the non-co-operation movement have vitiated pub.
lic taste, while increasing the demand for journals,
The public taste now demands strong language,
Hereaming headlines, sensational news, exait-
ing paragraphs. ‘Most of the papers are edited by
owners who do not pretend to possess states-
manship or vision, They are honest commercial
people, with & keen eye to sales and profits, serv-
ing such matter as the readers demand. When the
non-co-operation thrills ceased, somethinglequally
paying had to be substituted and communal bicker-
ings served the purpose well. These editors conld

net afford to think of the permanent avil _conse:

quences of their glaring hoadlines. Fortuna te"

ly the recent communal riots have generallyjbeen |

limited to cities, where the assistance -of the po-
pular laadera, the police and the jmllll:at'y could be
easily secured. Bat if the vernacnlar press should
continue its campaign of communal hatred and it
should affect the rural population as wall,no lead-
ers and no Governmant will be ahle to cope with
the disorders th?ﬁ might arise. It is & vicious eir-

ole : communal Jeelings are rife pacausp the press |

e

inflames them ; the press inflames them because the
peaple want to be inflamed. The Congress leaders
have tried to reason the editors into a sense of
greater responsibility for public welfare, ani an
association has been formed in Lahore to improve
for the better the tone of the vernacular press. Let
us hope that it will have a useful career.
BHISEMA.

THE WORLD OUTSIDE,

THE recent queations in the House
of Commons on the KEastern frome
tier of Poland are not intelligible
unless one takes cognizance of the Franco-Polish
Alliance. The latter is based on a Poland large
and strong enough to be a match for Germany.
But since therse are only about 10 million Poles,
the Poland required by France must be created by
adding to Poland surrounding territory inhabited
by subject races. When, however, the Peace Treaties
were made in Paris four years ago, the “self-deter-
mination of peoples” principle was still unques-
tioned and therefore no open breach with it was
possible. France therefore insisted that the east-
ern frontier of Poland should be left on opan ques-
tion for the time being, until the matter had been
throughly * studied ", when it should be referred
to the " Ambassadors’ Conference * for final dispo-
sal. One does not know what “ study ' there has
been : but one does know that the Polish Govern.
ment has utilized every day since, to establish
Polish ascendancy in all its eastern marches and
to oonsolidate its power there by ail means—not
excluding such as have led to sanguinary revolts,
Poland staked out its claims at once, of oourse :
thue it annexed Eastern Galicia ( which is Ukrai-
inian ) in June 1919 and Vilna (which is Lithua-
nian) in Optober 1920. But theoretically the elaims
had to be still adjudicated by the Ambassadors’
Conference, which is the suoccessor to the notori-
ous “ Supreme Council ". :

Poland’s Bastern
Frontlers.

NOW: after e0 many years of uan-
rightful Polish rule in these dis.
tricts, the guondam * Allied ané
Assooiated Powers* have given their decision ( in
March of this year) and have awarded both dis
triota to Poland, not because the Polish claim i&
true, but because the Franco-Polish Alliance de-
mands it. What the inhabitants of East Galicia
itself think, is well put in the pathetic protest

Lemberg, Vilos
_;nd Memel, .

| which the Ukrainian National Council of East

Galicia has addrelsad to the * Ambassadors’ Con-
ferenca
“We have been promised ", the protest runs, ** that the
eventnal settloment of the juridical status of East Galloia
swould ba determined according to the wish of the popula-
tiom, 4. 4s ccording to the right of aeif-determination. Du~
ring the whole peripd of the Polish acoupation from 1919«
1923 the Ukrainian population of HEast Galicis, as the
overwhelmingly preponderant msjority in this couniry,
has been absolutely opposed to the union of East Galicia
with Poland and has unanimously claimed and still claims,
in the nama of national justice, Lhe recognition of East
_@alicic ve an independent State of froe peoples.
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‘The oase of Vilna is even more flagrant; so
muoch so, that for quite s long time Poland had to
disavow the occupation of thia district by General
Zoligowski, as the irresponsible action of a free-
booting individual. Indeed Vilna came before the
League of Nations, who tried to give their verdiot
impartially ; so impartially indeed, that Poland re-
fused to accept the award. Mr. Balfour at the time
voiced in a beautiful and impassioned spesch the
universal indignation felt at the iniquity of a
Polish Government which placed Might before
Right. To-day Vilna, which is as Lithuanian as
Bombay is Indian, is calmly handed over to Po-
land and all the beautiful speeches remain—voces

ot praeterea nil. Not only so, but in order to make

one black out of two whites, Lithuania is being
compensated for the wrong inflicted upon her over
Vilna, by Memel—a purely German territory—be-
ing taken from Germany and given to- Lithuania |
If the League of Nations ever enjoyed any moral
suthority in political matters, these three deci-
sions made over its head have cortainly torn from
it tha last shred of any such pretenoce.

THE League of Nations indeed has
never ranked lower in politics than
to-day. That of course might sim-
ply be due to its practical impotence. Unfortunate-
ly the League has fallsn much lower than that :
for this great instrument forged, so it was said, to
make the world safe for democracy, is now found
to be but an instrument of chicane ruthlessly
wielded by the victors agajnst the wvanquished.
The Upper Silezsia award probably was the turn-
ing point in the life of the League. Anyhow from
then onwards, the League has but regzistered what
Franoe wishes it to do: witness the League’s rule
in the Saar distriet, which has become o blatant.
1y bent on making the district permanently safe
for France, that only recently in the House of
Commons indignant questions were asked about
Jt.. Lozd Rolpert Cecil has just now spent a fruit-
ful time in theJTnited States, making propaganda
for the entry of America into the Leagus : but one
really doubts whether the League is still worth
reforming and savinx. Suoch a League, to be of
.any use, must be lite Caesar's wife, above all
guspicion : it must ha.ve‘tEe reputation of standing

* The Discredited
Le‘xuel

for Right, not of bowing to Might' It is ‘the
.gresatest tragedy of our daysthat the League to-day
should be so utterly discredited : but since it is, it
is useless to blink the fact. In the circumstances, it
roally seems that President’ Harding is taking the
.only fessible line, by deciaring ‘America’s wills
ingness to join the International Court of Justice
founded by the Leagufe. but not the Laague. itself,

heg00d P IF this recommendation is approv«
o,’ﬂ:d u‘:i:‘:’ ed_of by“ Congress, it is quite con-

ceivable that eventually Germany

and Russia too will follow this example. Inthatcase
the League itself may soon be seen to have been

a merely transitional creation, ephemeral itself,

but possibly destined to have a perdu ring offspring.
Of the latter, the PermanentCourt of International
Justios, ( already mentioned ) certainly must: per-
dure, if—in - President Harding's phrase—-war is
ever to be outlawed. No less deserving of long life
is another ohild of the League—the International
Labour Office, whose weekly publioa.txon { “Induss .
trial and Labour Information " ) alone gives it s
title to lasting gratitude on the part of all con-
cerned about economio questions—-ba they Governs,
ments, owners, labour or students, Neo less proof
of utility have given those other internatio nal
bureaux organizsd by the League, such as the Ine
ternational Committee of Agrioulture ; such tech-
nioal organizations, as that for International
Health and Sanitation ; such humanitarian Com-
missions, as those oonoarned in the trafie in De-
leterious Drugs, or in Women and Children ; such
Relief Agencies as those set up- for the famine-
stricken or for war refugees. The:list is long and
altogether admirable : and whatever the fate of
the League, to have given birth to all these sepa-
rate entities is in itself no mean achievement. Bus.
however gladly one acknowledges this, and just
because one does so, one’cannot but insist tha
when it comes to political questions, the League
has become a broken reed, as’indeed it must be, if
its primary function is to'iguarantee the follies
and iniquities of the VersaillesiTreaty.

'WHO can ostill Jexpect anything

America’s Loa- from theiLeague3for the reduction
gue Policy. ¢ ormaments ? or in the matter of
the alleged, “mandates” ? or.by way of protection
of minorities ? . To askjthe’questions, is to anawer
them and that being so, the most devoted friends
of a Society of all Nations canjwish for nothing
better than swift euthanasia for the already
decrepit League. Meanwhile the anon-political fune-
tions, already devolved upon special bodies, will be
carried on by altogether separate entities, of which
the Permauent Court of InternationalJusticeand
the International Labour Office are already existent
and outstanding examples. Obviously this is the
polioy favoured by.the Ameriocan: Prasident, and,
one would fain believe, by:the' American people as
a whole. One is glad tofind that America is be=
ginning to see the wrong it did when it refused to
subordinate its, natlonal sovereigntygto any supra~
nationsl authority and thereby poisoned the maine
lprmg o{ the whole League idea, Itisa generoua
pation, is America, as.far as its emotions go : one’

- therefore may oxpect a real desire from it to atone
 to-day for its former spokesman’s(betrayal of Hu-

manity at Versailless - This, however, ia not of
easy aooomphshment : it demands more’ than &

facile “landslide”, veplacing “Democrats” by “Rex
' publicane” § it domands nstional self-denial, the
' roadiness .of a ocountry, that conaiders itself the

greatest on earth, to abide by the verdict of others;
who ex hypothesi are of less stature. Will, one
wonders, American idealism be}equal to thst test ¥:

+
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ONE joyfully ochronicles in this con-

Ameoricad’s New pootion indications that better
Selrtt. counsels are generally beginning to
prevail in the United States, Next in importance
to the President's adhesion to the Permanent
Court of International Justice at the Hague one
would rank the unanimous vote of the Governing
Board of Harvard University, reversing President
Lowell’s religious and racial disrimination against
Jews, Roman Catholics and Negroes. This is in-
deed splendid and a complete vindioation of those
principles of equal opportunity for all which used
to be the very tradition of Harvard., Again, who
could have hoped for the acquittal of so prominent
s communist as Wm, Z. Foster, indicted under the
laws of Michigan for ecriminal syndicalism ?
Yot so it is, and for the first time since America
entered the War the trial of a ‘Red’ has
sgain been oconducted with serupulous im-
partiality. As cheering is the decision of the T.S,
Bupreme Court in the ocase of some riots which
took place in the State of Arkansas in October
1919, when 14 negroes and 5 whites were killed. By
mearly all accounts this rioting had been started by
the whites who were exasperated by the economic
emanoipation of the negro and wished to cow him
baock into subjection. The State Court listened to a
charge against 79 negroes of plotting to massacre
all the whife people in the county and speedily
sentenced five of them to be hung. But an appeal
was made to the Federal Courts and the . Supreme
Court has now ruled ( February 19th ) that the
negroes in question were not given a fair trial
and that the sentence of the State Court must
therefors be quasbed. Not only is this splendid in
itself, but it also demolishes the last defence of the
opponents to the Dyer Bill, viz. that'in these
matters the sovereignty of the State cannot be in-

fringed by the Union. Is America coming to her-
self, her batter self ?

REYILW,

THE CHALLENGE OF JUSTICE.

THE RETURN OFICHRISTENDOM. By s Group’

of Churchmen, with an introduction by Bismor

Gorx and an epilogue by G. K. CHESTERTON.

London. 1922. 7§ x 5. pp. 251, (Allen & Unwin).
TEE recently published judgment in the case of the
persecuted ; Roman :Catholic clergy in Russia (see
Bussian Information: and Review of April 21st)
ghows that one of their main indictments was wilful
disobedience of §121 of the Russian Criminal Code—
agecti on which makes punishable the giving of religi-
ous i nstructionfto groups of persons under sighteen.
Bols hevism therefore plainly ranks religion amongst
the vices, {such fas drinking, gembling, prostita-
tion &c.,'which though tolerated amongst an adalt
pop ulation,:must:be kept from the immature, until
they know the difference between—-what?  * Good
snd evil,”” one :would naturally say; but on the

Bolshevik hypothesis of conrse that is impossible :
and all they can eay is—between what the Govern-
ment permits and what it prohibitsa. Tbe thing
would be lndicrous, were it not so tragic.

Yet, truth to tell, the Bolsheviks only carry to:
the logical limit the secularist conception of the.
State, which originated with Hobbes and ended
with Hegel. According to this conception, the
raison d'etre of humsn fellowship ia safety ; and.
tafety demands power and a State in which the mono-
poly of unlimited power is vested. Honce the idea.
of the Omnipotent State, in which is inherent sove-
reign power. Faith in this power gave Western
Civilization their former undoubted sense of security ;.
and there ig no question, butthat this faith was
nniversal until 1914.

Nobody however who went through the war:
conld possibly retain this previous seuse of security,
nor the faith in the Omnipotent State, on which it
rested. Power snddenly appeared to be a very power-
less thing, quite powerless certainly to give safety.
But perhaps power only failed, becanse there was.
not enough of it—what, if al! the Big Powers pooled
their big powers? Thus was born the ILasgue of
Nations ; bat to-day even to suggest that this rick-
etty infant born of an nnnatural union of Might and
Right affords security to anybody, would be nothing.
but cruellest sarcasm, '

No—whatever was believable in far off pre-war
days : to-day the theory of safety asthe end of society
and power as the sole means to it, is uatterly dis--
credited. Its falsity stands revealed in the light of
the hard facts of the past seven years, and man,
who had thought of his latter-day civilization ag
grounded fast for ever, now finds it crambling to-
pieces, disintegrating before his very eyes. If one
thing is proved, it is that power offers no possible-
principle for holding together the fabric of sny

| Society.

What other principle is there, ther, cage’lc of
fulfilling this fundamental need ? YVhat is the true
raisou d’etre of social life, since it cannot be safety ?
The anthors of the cballenging volume before us
reply that neither the arbitrary absolutism of demo-
cracy nor of énlightened minorities are anything bat
superstitions ; that the Xabour Movement itself,
if built on the ¢class wpr” would but mean “a.
fresh start on the sameq old foundations” (p. 26);
and that the only way |of reintegrating society is.
to reverse the attempt hade in the West for the
last two centuries——viz. Qf organizing the life of
man apart from God.  Aftey the complete failure of
the away-from-God experimeny, these writers wonld
recall mankind to a restoration of the glorification
of God as the purpose of all Sociefy, to a time
before “Society, a harmony of :directly interwoven
vocations, gave place to the State with ite monopoly
of power for the glorification of its rulers’” ; (p. 20).
toa faith in God as the only end of sll human
fellowship and in jostice as.the only means to that,
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-ond. ~ From the confusion-of utility with principle,
from ¢ the theory of the safety or the convenience
- of society as something whick is beyond right and
wrong’’ (p. 125) they would have us retrace our
- steps to the nataral law of Gratian, “superior to all
-other laws, primitive and unchangeable, bscause the
—expreggion of the will of God Himself” (p.123);
%0 the absolzte authority of justice, contravention of
Which makes null and void all laws or constituntions,

whether ecclesiastical or seouiar, whether King's:

-or Pope’s.

. As 8. Angastine already put it so tersely in
‘his Civitas Dei (bk. 4, ch.4): *Justice being
“4aken away, what are kingdoms, but great rob-
-'berieg? For what are robherics -themselves, bat
«little kingdoms? The pame itself is conferred,
;- mot by the removal of covetonsness, but by the
/ addition of impunity.” Is not that a- fit epitaph
- -ofthé past century or two? Having taken away
_justice, nothing is left but covetousness; and on
“this covetonsnens the Westerner has tried o build up
8 civilization of competition within and of balance
~of“power without | Rather surprisingly—seeing
what the title of their book is—our authors say
nothing on the international aspest of the matter,
but concentrate on the domestic resnlt' of founding
-soctal life on avarice.

To the allegedly Christian nations. their would-
be Saviour had. said: *“Bs. not anxious far yoar
life or ita food, for your body or its raiment: bat
ook yo first the kingdom of God and His righteons-

ness—and all these things shall be added unto you',

«{(Mt. 8, 25-34), Bat the West procoeded tothe orga-
-nigation of its society on the exaatly opposite assnm-
ption : Sesk ye first, it says, material prosperity
-—and righteonsness will be added to it; seek ye

gt ¥Our,0wa profits, asd service to.the: common-

“wealth wiil be added to-it. - :
L -'Qui gombhgﬁ or other, *' ndds Mr, A, J. Penty gifmly,
‘it does Bot work o, These other things are not added,
. a_nd o tto"-rangﬁn ‘tha _pursult of riches does not even
bri._ng ‘material ‘prosperity. For the conceiitration of all
.oﬂ'drt'aqd-:;ﬁaufal énergyd wpen ihateridl amohievement
upsets tl_to spirftuat equiltbrinm of” society. It producea
contrasts of wesalth' and poverty, and out of these gome
' ‘en¥y, Jealousy, clas# hatreds, - soonciic snd military war-
fare, and finally the destruction of the wealth which has
" bsen so laboriously: created. For no siotety  built on a
- lie Ssa-ondure, (p. 130) :
L 0’*“?‘?3"“,3 faithfal pictare (by Fr. P. B. Ball )
-of society under Platocracy :
- “Monsy gi.t.osl power. It afforde ploasurs, It inflames
selfigh ambition. It gives or withtiolds the highsr educa-
_ %on. It controls the lives of millions ia the labour
.. market by giving or withbolding oredit, and su mani-
., pulatiilg employmenf aud unemploymoent. [Tt bribes
. Jororushey every oppatient, If controls the lezislature,
. It penalizes vietue. It qonimeroializes vice, It makes
* ‘dss¥ating war and gord id peace; I¥ oorrupts mnd stifies
the gonsoiance, and drugs and deadens the soal,” (p. 228}
Akl A T P R i Al L
“Slq.m i_aagn_gt__fntgry, land itself ’, adds Mrf_,_ M..
, B, Reokitt, Sstustifies, a3 :it - were:sscramsentally, -to..
“ite moral:finpossibility -of - plutoceany- : we look:
«dipon thib butiid dut visible signg of an inward' sad-

gpiritaal disgrace” (p. 21 ). Having < transformed.
the deadly sia of avariee into the  haughty virtue of
enterprise, the whole capitaliat creation can but
move towards the imminent dand hellish menace of
snccensive world ware”., { p. 23.)

Over againgt these nightmares of society nn-
morally, not to say immorally, organized, onr writers -
got up mediwval Christendom which, ““whatever ita
ghortcomings, at least bolieved firmly that the
first and last principle of soeial life is jastice’ ( p.
117, and that the primary fuaction of the State-
is a moral fanetion ; that its primary end is the esta~
blishment of some moral order.’” ( p.119). Thig,.
medimval society was built np on the concepts of *
vocalion—every man by the very talents, the apti-
tudes, propensities of his nature exhibiting the pro-
fesgion to which his ereator had cplled, had destined
him ; and of fraternity—all men's professions being
interrelated, becanse alt men were interrelated as
children of God, becanse in this great joint family
every man’s purpoge. was not his own, but for the
serviea of all. Both of which principles were crys-
tallizei in that matchless rule of the Just Price,
“not fixed at individual discretion, but corporately
determined to protect the consnmmer in the main-
tenauce of & standard of quoality. and to safeguard
the producer in hra standard oflife.”” (p. 172).—

Our authore themselves admit that they have
not written their book ‘‘to formulate a preeise social
programme, bat to present an ideal and to make
clear what ig involved in it ; ¢ ( p. 18)) but enough .
has been @gaid, ome hopes, to msade our readars
agree that ¢ the pomnt of view of these writers, and-
the principles on which their point of viaw is based,
urgently needs presentation to the bewildered world
of to-day " (p. 12 ) ; aad to send them to the stady
of these provocative and challenging pages, even
thongh for completeness of treatment they will have
to turn subsequently to more technical treatises.

Z.

MISOELANEA,

RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT KARAD
BY YHE SECOND BOMBAY
LIBERAL CONFERENQE.

The firdt five resoliutions recorded tha grlef of the Confere -
ence at the daath and offered condolences to she families
of the late Bir N. Q. Chandawarkar, Rans Bahadur Sathe, Sir
Bhalohandea Krishas, S8ir Vithaldas Thakersey ang De. P, D.
Gune. :

8. Further Constitutional reforms. :

This Confersnss emphatically protests against the rejese
tion by Visoonat Pesl of the Legislative Assembly’s demand
for an enquiry into the question of granting further constitu-
tipnal Refurms at an earlior date and reiteratss its firm eonvie-
tlon that the tims has arrived for an immediate grant of fall
Provincial antonomy and for introducing respoasibilicy in the .
Central Government in all Departments except Military,
P.litical and Foreign, with & view to ‘Indis's attalnment of
its goal of complats sell-goverament ag sarly as posaible.

7. Royal Commission,

" This Coaference pritests against the appolntment of
the Royal Oommission on pubdlie services and is of opiniom
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that no question as regards the salaries etc. of the “services’s
should be considered unless it be accompanisd by a further
grant of reforms.

8. Salt Duty.

(a) In view of the fact that public opinion as voiced by
the Legislative Assembly was strongly opposed to the doubling
of the #alt duty, this Oonferenoe deplores the most arbitrary,
unwise and inetpedient action of Lord Reading in certify-
ing the measure and regards it 88 a menace to the Comnstitu.
tional devolopmens of India, betraying a regrettable want
of solicitude for the interest of the poor masses of the
Ipdian population This conference §s further of opinion
that the oircumstances in which the power of certification
was exercised can by no stretch of imagination be des-
eribed as an “ Emergency *” and irusts that the British Par-
liament will pray His Majesty the King-Emperor to disallow
the enhancement of duty on & poor man’s neoessary of life.

{b) This Conference is of opinion that the non-official
members of the Logislative Assembly will, in the ciroums-
tanoes that have arisen, be justified in refusing suoh further
supplies of money as they think fit.

8. Military Ezpenditure.

While appreciating the reduction in Military Expenditure
mads by the Government in pursuance of the polioy of Re-
trenchment recommended by the Inchcaps Committes, this
Conference ia of opinion that a furyher reduction in it 1s noces-
sary and should be effected by

1 Qiving full effest to the recommendations of that Com«
mittes,

2 Effeoting further reduction of the Expensive British
Element in the Army, .

83 Expediting the Indiauisation of Army Officers and
by so modifying the conditions of recruitment in the Territo-
rial Forces as would agsure to the Indian Members thereof the
same treatment as is acoorded to British Privates gensrally.

10, Liberal Pregramme.

In view of the fact that it has become highly necessary
to lay down a programme of qhe Liberal Party to work to this
Conference :

* (@) Declares that the Liberals have full faith in the
principle of Parliamentary system of Government and would,
acting on their oreed of co-operation wherever pcssible and
opposition whenever necessary, endeavour to:

1. press for immediate and oomplete autonomy in the
Provinoes and subatantial responsibility in the Central Gov-
aroment.

2. press upon Goverament the necessity of retrenchment
and economy sll round ;

3, insist that taxation should be so adjusted asto be
in proportion to the ability of the people to bear the burden;

4. endeavour to secure pocial and politioal enfranchise-
ment by work inside and outside Counoils ; and

5. to take all measures necessary for:the uplift of back-
ward and depressed classes. : .

(5) Urges all the members of the party

1, To educate the electorate about the soundness of the
Liberal principles, establishing organisations in towns and
villages and collecting funds to earry on propagandist work
throughout the year. :

2, To induce the eleotorate to elect as ita repregentatives,
without regard for caste and oreed, only thoss who are compe-
tent and pledged to carry cut these principles and will urge
tbe Government to follow the -same policy in recruiting for
responsible posts in the administration.

3. To encourage the use and produotion of Bwadeshi
artioles. .

4. To endeavour to promote all messures caloulated to
makse for the educational escondomioc advancement of the manses
whether initiated by Government or others.’

" (¢) Appoints e Central Committes for the Presidency
congisting in of the President of the Conference (Mr. C. M.
Gandhi ), the Hon. Mr. 0. V, Mehta, the Hon, De. Paranjpye,
Me, N. M. Joshi and Mr. G. K. Deodhar, with power %o take
all steps necessary to organise the party imme(lllateiy.'i:': oolle

Gl il e

wltation with the leaders of the Liberal Party, on the lines:
of the programme laid down above. -

21. Village Panchayats,

In view of the great reluctanoce shown by the people
in rural areas to have village Panchayats formed in their
viliages owing to the obligation laid upon ali the village
panchyats to lovy house tax in their villages, this Conference
requests the Government to bring in an amending Bili at aa
early date empowering such village Panchayats to raise the
necsasary funds, levying such taxes as they may deem proper,
subject to the approval of the Government. This Conference
further oalls upon all the District [ocal Boards to earmark a.
fixed proportion of the Revenue assessmeot on each partioular
village for the particular needs of the same.

" 18. - Meston Award.

This Conference reafiirms its resolution of last year relat~
ing to the Provincial contributions and expresses its emphatie.
opinion thet the nation~building departments under the
oharge of the Ministers cannot be properly developed till an
appreciable portion of the province’s income tax receipta are-
made over to the province.

18. Separation of the Executive and Judicial functions.

This Conference regrets that no progress has been made-
in giving effeot to the resolution adopted by the looal Legisla=
tive Council more thar & year ago for aeparating the judicial
from exscutive functioms, voicing the atrong public feeling
with regard to thia over-due reform, and trusts that the
Government will oarry out the wishes of the Leogislative
Coancil in this matter without further delny,

24. Retrenchment and Economy.,

‘While thanking the Goveroment of Bombay for having
effected retrenchment amounting nearly to & orore of rupees-
In Its expenditure of the last financial year, this Conference
feels that the same waa effected mainly in the non-recurring
expenditure, and a part of it on bad lines, leaving atill ample
room for cuts im the permanent recurring expenditure as
suggested by their own Retrenchment Committes, and hopes..
that early effect will be given to its reccmmendations with a
view to larger funds of money being made available for the
nation-building departments in charge of the Ministers.

- 15. Abolition of Tolls,

In pursuance of the promise made by the Government,.
this Conference urges that the tolls on all the roads should be.
abolished as early as possible.

28. Indians abroad.

This conference. expresses ita complete adherence to-
the resolutions passed by the Legislative Assombly and.
the Council of Btate in their last Seassions oo the subjeot of
Indians in Kenya and truets that, as a result of the negotia~
tionsnow going on in London between the Imperial authorities
on one side and several Indian snd European deputations
on the other, full politival and civie rights and complete
equality of etatus will ba assured to Indians ; that no res-
triction on Indian Immigration into the Colony will be toler-
rated ; and that the Government of India will adhere to their
despatoh of October 1920.

This Confergnoa protests against the Profit Tax Ordinance
Pedlar’s Lioenss Ordinance and the Trading Licensing Ordi-
nance, recentiy passed by the Government of the Tanganyika
Territory as likely to hamper and jeopardize the trade of.‘
Indians there and therefore requests the Gavernment of Iadia
to use all its endeavours for the repeal thereof,

This Conferunce desires to enter its most emphatic pro-
test againat the iniquitous proposal to levy a one pound re-
sidentjal tax on Indian residents in Fiji, and while grateful to
the Governmens of India for their gaod offices in their behalf
tyusts shat they will not slacken their efforts until an assu-
rance is forthooming that the collection of the tax in question
will not be proceeded with. ) _

This Conferense isalarmed at the:spread of the anti-Indian
fecling in Bouth Africa in general and in Natsl in particular
as evidenced by the recent passing by the Natal Provinoiab
Council of the Rural Daaler’s ( wholesale snd rotail) Licenss-

" Ordinanos aubatisuting & Licensing Qo_a_rd‘_ __for 'Lige_nge_ Oﬁoen‘
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-and restrioting the righs of appeal, and requests the Govern" [
wment of India to bring pressure upon the Union Government, |

with a view to their disallowing this Ordinance and to take
sach other measures as may be necessary to that end.

17. Yoigl Prokibition,.

This Conference expresses ite approval of the poliey of
ratiobing oouniry liquor which has heen introduced by the
Hon'ble Minister and in pursuance of whioch two snoceasive
reductions in supply have already besn made. It in of opinion
that this polioy should be steadily sontinued and extended and
applied to foreign liquors so as to bring about total prohibi-
tion &t an early date.

18. KEcclesiatical Establishment,

This Oonference is of opinion that in the interests of eco-
-nomy and of maintaining nentrality in religion it is meceseary
to reduce the sxpenditure on military eoclesiastioal depart-
ment and strongly urges the nesessity of amending the Govern-
ment of India Aot 80 a3 to doaway with the provisiona reiat-
ing to the civil ecclesiastioal department,

* 19. Treatment of political prisoners,

While noticing with regret that the Government has
not given full effect to the resolution pagsed:by the local Legi-
:slative Counoil relating to the treatment of political prison-
-ers, this Conference urges the Government to take imme-
diately necessary ateps to give full effeot ko the spirit of the
said resolution., .

20, Visapur Jail.

In view of the facts: brought to light in the Enquiry by
the Visapur Jail Committee this Conferenoe resolves that
Government shonld take immediate steps to discontinue bell-
-chaining and other barbarous practices found to prevail in
the said Jail

21, [Removal of the Residential qualifioations,

That this conference strongly urges upon the Govern-
mently the desirability of repealing the obligation imposed
'by the electoral rule upon ocandidates for Council elections
in this presidency, of having resided for six months in the
-districts for whioh they desire to stand, and requests
the Bombay Government to recommend to the authorities
-concerned the throwing open of all Territorial General Soats
t0 every elector otherwise qualified for oontest.

{b) This Conference is of opinion that gradnates of
.the Bombay Univeraity poswessing necessary gqualifioations
but residing in the Indian States within the Presidenoy of
Bombay should not on that account be disqualified to vote
in the eleoction by the Rombay graduates,

22, Untouchability and backward classes.

{a} This Conference, while appreciating the steps taken
by the Hon'ble Minister for HEduocation for secnriog the
admission of the children of the depressed classes ona basis of
equality with other communities in all educational inatitutions,
wurges upon the Government and local bodies and upon the
other Hindoo communities the desirability of taking all praoc-
dical steps neceusary to remove the stigma of untouchability
in every other respect,

(b) This Conference farther urges npon Government the
necessity to provide adequate facilities for the education ef the
backward classes inclading the depressed classes and for their
admission into the public services consistently with efficiency
of administration.

23, Primary Education.

While recognising the services of the Hon'ble Minister for
Eduoation in successfully piloting the Compulsory Primary
Edueation Aot and recording its warm appreoiation for the
same, this Conferenoce urges upon both the Government and
the local bodies to do stheir best to universalize elementary
education within & period of ten years and to readily under
go monetary and other sacrifices for oarrying it out.

24, Granis to secondary schools and colleges,

While recogpising that larger fonds are needed for the

3

sxpansion of primary education this Conference regrets the '

»olicy of Government in stinting grants to institutions impart-
ing secondary and higher educastion and nrges upon It the
nesessity of helping them liberally.

85. Indian States Protsction Bill.

This Conferenoce is of opinion that the Indian Stases Pro-
tection againat Disaffection Aot isnot in the interests of
British India or subjects of Indian Btates and therefore urges
vpon (Government to repeal or o modify the same in the
interests of British Indians and the people of tho Indian
States,

#8, Additional ssat for West Khandesh.

This Conference is of apinion that one more sest in the
Bombay Legislative Council should be provided Ior West
Khandesh in view of the large number of voters In the dis
triot and requests the Giovernment to take the nevessary
atepa for the purpose.

87 Induetrial and Agricultural devslopment.

Thia Conference is of opinion that for she better develop-
ment of agriculturs and industries the two departments of
Industries and Agriculiure should be amalgamated and
over-hauled and urges upon the Government the need of :

1. belping infant industrial concerna by the grant of loans
at lowess possible rates of interest,

$. encouraging handloora and other cottage industries in
rura) areas,

3. improving agriculture by the conatruotion of irrigation
works large as well as small such us dams for storing waser of
rivulets in the villages.

READY FOR SALE.
——r——

Indian States Act, 1922,
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Demi 8 vo. pp.—450 Paper cover

This pamphlet is published under the autho-
rity of the Daxini Sansthan Hitvardhak Sabha. It
contains a full report of the debate in the Legis-
lative Assembly at the time of the introduction of
the Bill, in the Couneil of State at its passing and
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