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'TOPICS OF THE WEEK

‘'Sir Stanley Reed.

Stanley Reed, LL. D., will be regretted all over
India.

eauses, whether political, social or économio, could
unfailingly rely upon his personal support in the
Bombay Times,-whickh by his ability, knowledge,
and sympathstic imagination he raised to a posi-
tion of pre-eminence among journals in India.
His firm stand on the question of Indians overseas,
his powerful advocacy of constitutiona] reforms
and his emphatic repudiation of the: Dyerian out-
rages in Jallianwala Bagh need alone ba cited to
show how copsistent and devoted a champion he
is of Indian interests. That in English politics
he was B Conservative, wasmoreanadvantage than
s disadvantage to us. His criticism of the

THE resxgnatlon from the edltor- :
ship of the Times of ‘India of Sir|

_ Sir Stanley’s sympathy with Indian aspi- |
rations was of the deepest, and all progressive |

buresucracy and plea for popular rights carried !

the greater weight with the authorities for the

reason that they emanated not from a dangerous

revolutionary, but from a safe Tory. But for all his
Toryism his influence was here uniformly east on
the side of liberalism and progress. His retirement
is indeed a great loss, and we can oniy hope, as
indéed we have reason to do, that the Times of
India’s policy will remain ‘unchanged hereafter;
and we have no doubt that Sir Stanley will still
eontinue to serve India as opportunity offers.
* - » [ 3 .
ABotber Pretest, 'THE outraged feelings of the coun-
try in respect of the salt-tax are
seoking expression through public meetings in ad-
dition to those through the Indian Legislature and
public bodies representing various interests, Some
time ago & publicmeeting washeld in Madras under

| and presided over by the Hon, Mr. Phiroze Nethna+
. The resolution adopted at the latter meeting not
. only protested against the enhancement of duty,

' »on & prime nocessity of lifée and the exercise of

. emergoticy powers of certifioation in' connection

“{ with it, but was emphatioally of opinion that certis

~ fication in this case was utterly unjustified accords
~ ing to the wording of thesection in the Government
of India Act. The New Leader too takes this vzew
. and says: . .-
“Even sooautious a journal aa the Fconomist is' moved

10 “profound uneasinesa’, feels thas the terms of the Aot

are being strained and that the Viceroy and his advizors

are "'playing with fire."”

*®

[

» *
DR, BESANT is unwearisd aa ever
in her devoted service of India, and
we owa. it to her influence and exer-
tions that an Indlan Parlmmentary Committee has
now been formed in London. :Dr. Besant receivs
ed news of the formation of the Comiites on Thurs.
day week. New India gives the following further
particulars about this Committee:
: Colonel Wedgwood, M. P., was eleoted as Chairman, Mr
’ ’Morel. M. P,, as House of Commens Whip. ‘The members
. will be drawn from the four parties in the Houwse: Liberals,
National Liberals, Conservatives and Labour. Thers will
be an auxiliary Committes outside the House, with Major
Graham Pole as Hon. Secretary. The British and Indian
Unicn, which eschews party politics, and takes up ques-
" tions of Imperial politics, will help in the education of the
British public on Indian conditions. Among its members
are such tried friends of India ss the Rt. Hon. E. 8.
Mousagu, P. C., Muriel, Countess De L.a Waer, and the
_Lady Emily Lutyens. Yisoount and Visoountess Erleigh,
' the son and daughter-in-law of H. E. the Viceroy of Indis,
are also members of its Committes. Dr. Besant has been
cabled to for literature.”

*
' . DURING the last selsion of the
’ R“,‘:‘,{‘,‘;‘;“:‘.’" # Tndian Legisture the eomplaint was
publicly made that the most impor-
-tant sabjects had been concentrated in the hands
of the European Membaers of the Viceroy’s Couneil,
‘that comparatively unimportant subjects were
allotted to the Indian Members, and that while the
former were overworked the latter were growing
fat for want of sufficient work. But all hope of &
fairer allocation of work has now been falsified by
the Viceroy’'s notifieation, according to which Mr.
"Innes will be in charge of commerce and railways

" An Indlan Purll.a-
mentary Committ

* *

which are both difficult and responsible subjects abo-
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unding in patronage, while Messrs. Ssrma and Cha-
tterjea got & misoellaneous collection of compara-
tively unimportant subjects to their share. In this
redistribution of portfolios Lord Reading has paid
little heed to the recommendation of the Acworth
and Inohcape Committees that Railways, Posts and
Telegraphs should be in oharge of one Member, so
that Railways might receive their legitimate mea-
sure of attention at the hands of the Government
of India; and too much burden and responsibility
is being thrown on Mr. Innes for eflicient work to
be possible, while the Indian Members are denied
the opportunity of acquiring experience in the
administration of important subjects.
» - )

Koays Deputations WE wish godspeed to the Indian

" deputations that sailed for England
1ast Saturday in connection with the Kenya ques-
tion, Of theso deputations one, consisting of and
appointed by the Indian community of East Africa,
oame here on their way to England in order to
obtain advice from friends and leaders among
them Mr. Gandhi, It is agreat disappointment to
them that the Bombay ' Government did not allow
them to interview Mr. Gandhi in jail on this
subject; but this decision of the Government,
however unnecessary and regrettable, does not
come as a surprise to anyone who knew their
previous attitude. Mr. Andrews has gone as
advisor of this deputation. Then there ig the
deputailon appointed by the non-official mem-
bers of ‘the Indian Legislature, Messrs. Sastri
and Jamnadas sailed last Saturday and Mr. Kamat
is sailing by the next boat. The Imperial Indian
Citizenship Association has rent a third deputa-
tion consisting of Sir Dinshaw Petit and Mr,
Jinnah. In addition to these there is the Indian
Overseas Association in England of which Mr.
Polak is Seoretary and Lord Hardinge President,
The Indian case will thus be strongly represented.
‘We hope that, in the present ease at any rate, con-
fusion will not be found to lie in multiplicity
of counsellors,

* * *

BULLETIN NO. 4 of the Imperial
: " Indian Citizenship Association
gives us an insight into the mentality of the
European settler in Kenyas. The FKast African
Standard, from which extracts are given in the
bulletin, would appear to claim fo have made ap
:‘important diseovery regarding the psychology 'of
the educated Indian: he jumps at oconclusions.
‘When the gospel of “equality for all” was first Jaunch-
ed upon an astonished worid, it was the Indian who
said that now all Indians were equel with all whites,
That surely was jumping to a conclusion that the most
hare-brained expounder of the original doetrine could
_never have oontemplated. To-day we see that Indiang
have jumped tO the conclusion that Lynch law, and the
throas outting of all the Indians in Kenya, is to be the
order of the dsy. That such rights could not be foreed
on the country without bloodshed, has been hinted at,
but it was European blood, and not Indian bload which
was referred to.” - '

_Settlers’ Mentality.

Yet only a few lines later ocours the passage :
it is useless for Indians to think of coercing Kenya

through the good office of India by means of the Colontal

Offieo, unless there is indeed o dasire $o provoke that action

which His Highness the Aga Khan would be ‘sorry to ses.

( Italics ours.)
So representation through the Government of
India to the Colenial Office will provoke these
gontlemen to shed Indian blood though they
would have us believe it is Xuropean blood !

- ' -
ANOTHER wonderful discovery to
the credit of the Kenya settlers iy
that India is in a state of anarchy
as & direct consequence of the application of the
dootrine of equality. Just behind the Duke of
Connought there came to India a great traveller
from Kenya and he saw harfals and he talked to-
to civil servants and army officers concerning
them and they all told him that India had been
ruined by the unew policy of equality ( between
Indians and Europeans ) and that their life-work
bad all been wasted | This great traveller—Major
MacDonald—perhaps never heard of the Jallian-
wala Bagh, nor read the speeches of the Duke,
nor took the trouble to acquaint himself with
the reason of the Duke's visit, On returning to
Kenya, however, he had large meetiogs of his
countrymen convened and adressed them on the
things he saw in Indis, and they orossed their
arms and said, * Lord eave Kenya from such a
plight. ” And they passed the following resolu,

tion in many places:

This public meeting of the Europvan ocommunity of
Nairobi (o’r other place ) warned by the state of sedi-
tion and liconse which an Inappropiate policy has
brought about in India, by the straits to whick their
fellow-countrymen and women and loyal natives are
thereby reduced, registers its determination:to oppose the
imposition on this conntry of any policy which does not
contain sure safeguards sgainst the pomsibility of the
Buropean and African peoples of this couniry sufferiog s
like fate to that of these peoples.

And people capable of such blatant ignorance or

such wicked perversion of truth presume to claim
superiority !

Is +

1T was a oruel irony of fate that on
the fourth anniversary of the
Jallianwala Bagh, where four years ago common
aspirations and common sufferings brought the
Hindus and Muslims oloser together than ever
before, Amritsar should have witnessed a serious
Hindu-Muslim riot and that British soldiers should
have been called. in to protect members of each
community against the hooligans of. the other.
The feelings between the two communities have
grown steadily worse in the Punjab during the last
two years and been considerably apgravated after
the Multan riots, the attempt of the Urdu Press
being far from pouring oil on the troubled' watera.

We may, however, hope that this oytbraak marksa
turning point not only in the relations of the two
communities, but also in those of the ‘Government
and the people in that province. The shadow of
Jallianwala Bagh, which three years ago haunted

Ampitsar Riots!
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His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, might
now well pass altogether - from {the minds' of
the people of Amritsar when they think of the pro-
teotion given them last week by British soldiers
against hooligans of their own country. Both
Hindu and Muslim leaders have begun to see the
danger -of allowing the lower classes in each
community to cherish vengeful feelings towards
the other, and there is now a better prospect of
rapprochement between them.” But most important
of all is the faot that the Daputy Commissioner of
Amritsar requested the help of the Akalis' for
keeping order in the city and that his request was
most readily complied with by the Akalis under
the leadership of Sirdar Mehtab Singh who was
only recently released from jail. Jathas of these
Akalis who only last year were traated so brutally
by the police, now patrolled the city the whole
night and heartily co-operated with the police and
the military, earning the gratitude alike of Gov-
ernment and people. This invitation of Gov-
ernment to the Akalis and their response is one of
the noblest episodes in recent history and we hope
will mark the beginning of a new era of trust and
co-operation between Government aud people.
* * »

WE are glad to be able to assure
Ratle g b those of our readers who inquired

of us as to the present position of
the rationing policy in Bombay that that policy
has been carried this year to another stage. In
the year ended December 1922, it will be remem-
bered, the maximum quantity of country liguor
supplied for sale was reduced by 107, in Bombay
and 57, in the mofussil, taking the quantity con-
sumed in 1920 as a basis and this year a further
reduction of 107, and 5 respectively has been
effected. At - the time of the auctions in 1922
an announcement was duly made to the effect
that the quantity of liquor available for sale
in the year would be reduced by the proportion
mentioned.above, so that this second step in
carrying out the rationing polioy may be said
to have been actually made and not only
intended to be made. In regard to our comment
in the issue of 15th March on the Minister’s state-
ment as to the unwillingness of the people to bear
additional taxation for the purpose of wiping out
drink money, we find that we were in error in ate
tributing to the Minister an allegation he never
made. It would appear that he has beer warning
the Council that a complete cessation of excise
revenue would necessarily make a heavy addition
to the existing burden, but he has always been
adding that, however reluctant the Council may
appear to bear additional burdens, they would

accept them without serious complaint.
* % *

7 THANKS to the vigilant patriotism of

e s, DI A. Rangaswami Aiyangar, edi-

... tor of the Swadesamitran, India has

been saved from a dangerous Liberal plot! It
would appear that certain Liberals of Madras—

among them the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, Bir P. 8.
Sivaswami Aiyar and Mr, G. A. Natesan—thought
that communal feeling in the Madras Legislative
Council would decrease and parties be formed on
prinociples, if at the next eleotions very few ormo’
Brahman ocandidates sought the suffrage iof the’
electorate. A private ciroular letter was therefore-
issued to prominent Brahman (Liberal, we presume)-
politioians, with the idea of making it publio, if
suffioient ” support was .fortheoming. It is in’

. publishing this oiroular and commenting on it

before such support could come that Mr, Afyan.
gar's heroism lies. ¥e sees in this ‘deplorable

and mischievous proposal’ an attempt to induce

Brahmans *‘ to non-co-operate with their non-Brah-

man brethren and boycott the forthooming Couneil.
elections.’ However decorously worded, the ciroulaz:
meant, according to him, ‘' Let the non-Brahmins,
stew in their own juice.” If he had been lass anxi-.
ous to make political eapital out of this circular,:
he might have observed that it suggested absten«
tion from candidature and not from voting,: and.
thorefore it could mean neither non-cooperation.
with non-Brahmans nor boycott of the Council.

elections. The idea cobntained in the circular is.
gertainly commendable and practicable though all,
Brahman politioians are unfortunately not yetready
for it. It may not be out of place to mention here

that it originated not with the Brahman Liberals,"
but with a non-Brahman independent, whoadvooat-:
ed it in the papers some time ago. Let us hope that
for discovering this mare’s nest Mr. Aiyangar will

be rewarded by the non-Brahman party in the

ensuing elections! :

* +* *

THE report of the Bihar Retrench-
ment Committes compares unfavon-

rably with other retrecnhment re-°
ports in two respects. One of them :is that the-
financial results of the Committee’s recommenda--
tions are not given, so that one does not know how
many lakhs could in their opinion be savsd on the
whole and how much in each of the different de-
partments. The other is that the official members
of the Committee—one Executive Councillor and
the two Ministers—felt themselves unable to sup-
port those recommendations of their colleagues
that directly or indirectly affected the pay, status
or prospects of the Imperial Services ; that is, on
the broad question of the Indianisation of the.
Services. Navertheless, the non-offiicial members
have made detailed recommendations in raspect of
every department, but they are bound to suffer for
lack of support from the official meubérs of the
Committee. There is one recommenrdation of theirs,
however, which we think should be carefuliy ex-
smined in all provinces with a view to its adoption,
It is the appointment of Honorary Munsiffs for try-
ing small cause, rental and other cases of less than
a certain value. When criminal cases which are
more complex than these simple oivil ones are
being tried by Honorary Magistrates, and when
village Panchayats are employed to try mouney
suits up to Ra.50 and rent suits up to Rs. 25, why
should not the Committee ask Honorary Munsiffs
or municipal panchas ba allowed to try similar
puits with e higher jurisdiction ? The Commitiee
calculate that this recommendation, if acoepted,
would enable the Government to make a reduction
of 25 p.o, in the number of munsiffs now employed.

Bibar Retrenche«
ment Committes,
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' "THE TNDIAN: ECCLESIASTICAL
o0, .  ESTABLISHMENT. °
..~ . L—INTRODUCTORY. . ., - .
LAST week’'s session of the Bombay Diocesan
Council draws once more attention.to the curions
relationship:of the Government of India to two

Christian seots, the ( episcopalian) * Church of -

England” and the (presbyterian)' “ Church- of
Socotland "—a relationship going back to the. now-
a~days quite obsolete assumption of.their;being
**National Churches.” . : 5
The Reformation- was the oataclysm. which
termvinated the existence of a * Christendom, ” . a.
of a Christian world which was.at unity in itself,
though for the purpose of secular government
divided into = number of so-called **languages*
or “nations” or kingdoms.. The. centre of that
anity. was. the Pope, who, as spiritual world
Jeader, naturally claimed also the right of acting

as “‘censor’* of the temporal power—a kind of’
mozral auditor-general, so to speak.. But sines,. in-
secunlar affairs, to censure one party (even on the.
loftiest moral grounds) is to aid the opposite party,.

it is equally natural that the Pope should: soon
~ have tended to grow from an umpire into: one of
the players in the European diplomatic game: This
.double rdle had become so intolerable at the time
of the Reformation, that, at least in Northern
Europe, the system was clean swept away and for
it substituted the absolutist theory of kingship,
according to which the Prince was sovereign in
his own realm, supreme “ by the grace of God”
both in secular and in spiritual affairs. This Pro-
testant substitute popedom of Absolutist Kings
after the Stuart model was however soon found to
euffer. from grave defects: and after wars of
religion had devastated Europe for a century or
two, the axiom,  whose subject I am, his religion
I profess,” in its turn was abandoned and the
modern one substituted, that *“ religion is the
private affair of the individual. ™

1n England, where the archaic lingers longer

than elsewhere, the idea of a * National Church

bas survived to our very day ; infact every village
in England until quite recently reproduced in its
squire & liliputian, but for all that very real, auto-
orat who saw in the rector nothing but one of his
lieutonants. Army and Church indeed were sister
services, whose aim was one and the same—
viz. to keep.the classes and the masses in due
order and to teach perhaps the one kindness
to their inferiors but certainly the other
due subordination to their * betters "—only the
methods differed, in that the one employed force
and the other persuasion. This prostitution of re-
ligion necessarily reduced the “National Church”
( of England ) to complete impotence and seeing
jts utter inanition under the Hanoverians, one
oannot but admit same force in the familiar argu-
ment that no purely human institution could have
survived such degradation. In any case, there
was reaction and revival : in the 18th century

e

through the Evangelicals, in the 19th through the
Traotarians. - Though theologiocally differing, both
movements ended in: a vepudiation ofthe claims
of the State over the Church—the' Evangelioals
under Waesley's successors- ‘?mpletely breaking
with the Church and forming &4n independent sect
,of their own j:the successors to the: Tractarians in
iour own days clamouring for ® Disestablishment®,
‘oven at the cost of “disendowment ** and obtaining
a first instalment in' that direction by the passing
:of the Church of England: * Enabling Aot” a fe
yearsago. = - - A o
.+ -Now it is obvious that the State—or ratherthe
.state’s men who  govern: it—are always ready for:
Disandowment, whether the men be EnglishWhigs
growing fat on the plunder of monasteries or Rus--
sian Bolsheviks eking out their revenues by ocon~
fisoating Church treasures. 'Disestablishment, on
the contrary, is little relished by them : for the
last thing that men in-power wish for are incone
‘venient critics of such independence and weight
‘a8 & truly autonomous Church would fend to con--
‘stitute, To refresh our readers’ memory as to the
soreness felt by the State when a Church dares to
speak freely, . we would remind- them of the howl
-with which official propaganda greeted the protest
‘of . the English’ Episcopate "against Black-and-
Tannery in Ireland or the conspiracy of silence
‘with which the report of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury’s Committee ( declaring the present indus--
trial order to be un-Christian ) has been rewarded.
After this somewhat longthy, but wa believe
necessary introduction to a subject, rather remote
from the average reader’s ken, we can revert to the
‘pogition of the Anglican'Church in India to-day,
faced as it is by an insistence from without on
‘disendowment and by a demand from within for
disestablishment. '
S 11.—DISENDOWMERNT.
Disendowment, always in the air, received a
powerful stimuius by the Incheape Committee’s
Report, or rather by the penetrating and mas-
terly * Supplementary Note'® appended by Mr.
‘Purshotamdas Thakurdas to the Committee’s
findings on Ecolesiastical Expenditure.” Indeed
the Committee’s conclusions are a meagre affair of
30 lines (compared with the three pages of the
“ Supplementary Note™”). After dismissing the
phenomenal rise in this expenditure ( from 1915
lakhs in 1913-14 to 33-83 lakhs in 1922-23) as
“ entirely due to the revision of pay,’’ &ec. they
find that five chaplainoies have already been ablo- -
jshed and therefore look for the abolition of some
wmore ! settling on the figure 16 for the fortuitous
reason ™ that 16 chaplains are due to retire next
year,” when *these vacancies should not be
filled.” Referring vaguely to some * minor
economies that should also be possible, ™ they end
by recommending s reduction of two lakhs. As
will be seen, the Committee never came to grips
with principle and there is no more apparent reason
for the Committee’s offer of Rs. 31-83 lakhs against
the budgetary figure of Ra. 33-83, nor for theGovern~

i
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ment's final acceptance of Rs. 32-83 lakhs, than
there is inherent in the oustomary chaffering of
the bazaar. For in the absence of any principle, it
is olearly imposeible to say whether the. abolition
of 5 or 16 or even of the whole 166 chaplains of
the Church of England in India is right or wrong ;
or whether even the reduction of one lakh is
defensible,

Fortunately Mr. Purshotamdas supplements
the very serious deficiency of this jejune report of
the majority of his colleagues. Making straight
for “ the policy underlying ecclesiastical expen-
diture, ® he finds it formulated in a minute of the
Court of Directors of the E. I. Co. as * our duty to
ptovide the means of spiritual instruction accord-
ing to the principles of our National Church for
the Christian servants of the State and their
families. ” This formula has since been narrow-
ed down considerably—first of all so as to refer
only fo those born in Europe, and secondly to the
military : Lord Ripon laying it down that, if the
Government’as obligation extended to Christian
servants born in India, it would necessarily imply
an obligation to provide for the religions needs of
non-Christian servants too; and the Finance Com-
mittee of 1886 recommending that the employ-
ment of chaplains should be confined to military
stations, cathedral towns and headquarters of
Government., ‘

The latter policy (which is the one still in
force ) is clearly a rather weak compromise. For
if British troops have to be found in padres, as
they. have to be found in food and wearing apparel
and houses : it follows that British civilians who
are paid inclusive salaries, out of which they have
to provide their own food and clothes and have to
pay their own house rent, must also be required to
pay themeelvea out of such salaries for their religi-
ous wants, The only basis on which civilians can
claim free spiritval ministrations is thatthey are
members of the “National Cburch of England™—a
theory, however, which has only to be baldly
etated, to be recognized as utterly obsolete. In
any case with its nuch vaunted and much

pledged * neuvtrality in religious affairs,
the Indian Government ocannot countenance
any such * National Church " claims. And

seeing the rates of psy. enjoyed by DBritish-born

echo Mr. Purshotsmdas’ dry remark, that*] donot
believe Lhat they are not ¢capable of paying for their
religions minisirations.” Eutif that is so, there
is not only no reason why the present system of
eivil chaplaincies shculd not be reduced, but why
it should be continued at all. And if, as it must be
clearly conceded, all these Civil chaplaincies must
g9, it follcws that, since all that remain would be
military ckajlaincies, theso laiter should be trans-
ferred to military expenditure, as one of the items
meaking up the ccst of tl e Britirh Army in India;
in which case the whole of this “Ecclesiatical Ex-
penditure” item would at last disappear from the
Indian Budget, on wbich it should never have

found a place.

Not that we advooate losing sight of the cost
of these spiritual ministrations to the British
troops, onoe the item has been transferred to its
proper Expenditure heading. For of the 166 Church
of England chaplains 100 minister to British
troops and since their average cost per annumis. -

" Rs. 20,853 cach, their total would atill cost the Army

nearly 21 lakhs—not so inconsiderable an amount.
as not to deserve further loocking into. And doing
so, we find that onoe more the Church of England
seems to be enjoying a unique advantage ( shared
by the Church of Scotland's 18 chaplains) based
again on the exploded idea of the “ National
Church”, according to whioch all Englishmen are
presumed to be Episcopalians and all Scotsmen
Presbyterians. But from a footnote of Mr. Pursho-
tamdas we gather that not only are ministrations
to British troops obtained from Roman Catholio
and Wesleyan ohaplains, but slso that such
services can ba obtained at the modest rate of a.
grant-in-aid of about Ra. 300 per month | This sum

indeed seema to refer only to & remuneration of
part time services in the case when ouly few men

of the troops concerned belong to the demomina-

tions in question : and we certainly cannot venture
in thia place on a consideration of the whole

system of military chaplains in the British Army,

For though it is conceded on all sides that to give

to these chaplains high pay and high rank is
rendering s very poor service indeed to religion,
the fact remains that as long as Indiais compelled

to hire British {roops, these troops will bave to be
paid and found according to British standardas.

But even eo, the Indian Government is entitled to.
demand that spiritual ministrations in their Army

should be remunerated on a seale applying equally

to all denominations and to refuse to recognize

even there the spurious claim of any ** National

Church. ?

However, even if it was impossible to reduce
ecclesiastical expenditure inthe Army to less than
the present figure (. e. 21 lakhs), the fact remains
that the balance of 12 lakhs now spent ecolesias-
tically outside the Army is not an expenditure
which can legitimately be placed on the shoulders
of the Indian taxpayer. To ask him to pay 66

| English and 11 Soottish ohaplains ( remaining
servants of tte Government of India, one can but |

over and above the 100 and 7 respectively now

8aid to be necessary for the Army ), is simply in-

defensible. With Mr. Purshotamdas Thakurdas
therefore one can but insist—quite apart from any
further reductions perhaps possible in the Army
Chaplains’ Department—that the goal of retrench-
ment in the civil ecclesiastical department is not
the two lakhs recommended by Lord Inchcape, but
the twelve lakhs recommended by Mr. Purshotam-
das—i. e, the tutal abolition of the department. As
for the rate of advance towards that goal the
Incheape Commities seem to have-indicated what
was in their mind by recommending that vacan-
cies shouid not be filled, This principle seeme
fair: for if on the one hand little would be gained,



138

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ APRIL 19, 1923

by curtailing the time of service contraoted for
with the presenf incumbents, on the other, little
can be said for prolonging the aystem beyond that
time. Aftor all it is & fallacy to think that an
annuelly recurrent lopping off of an inch at{ e
time is less painful than the cutting off of an ell
at one fell swoop: on the contrary, the Church
would seem to us to be more likely to gain the
necessary monetary support from its now apparent-
1y rather heedless members by oonfronting them
with the fuit accompli of complete disendowment.
In any case, how can the Indian taxpayer be
reasonably asked to go on paying, until the
Sahib-log are pleased to make up their minds as
to their financial responsibilifies in matters
spiritual ?

No, disendowment as soon as ever possible
‘must be the aim—on principle no less than for the
aake of economy.

What then about Disestablishment ?

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

THE Bombay Presidency is now endowed with a
Compulsory Education Act—an Act which does
not merely confer an opfion on local bodies to in-
troduce compulsion at their discretion, but gives
power to Government to’require them to introduce
compulsion whenever it sees fit to do so, The law
is framed with judgment, and if it isexecuted with
energy there is no reason why, as proposed by

Government, elementary education should not be’

made universal throughout the Province within
the rext ten years. In this year's budget provision
is made for supplying one-tenth of the total educa.
tional deficiency and it is therefore to be presumed
that this year at least Government will give no
cause for complaint on the score of laxity in
applying the law. But it may give more signs
than it does at present of its determination to
©oarry out, with a whole heart, the programme it
has 1aid down for iteelf. No rules have yet been
framed under the Act, and-without these rules no
municipality or district board will have an in-
centive to move in the matter. We hope that the
Government realizes that the legislative inetru.
ment it has fashioned in the Compulsory Educa-
tion Aot is but a means to an end and will be of
value only in so far as it is used. It is not every
country possessing a Compulsory Education Act
which has succeeded in making education univer-
sal. In some courtries it has remained a dead
letter for certain periods, and in some others it has
been administered with much less stringency than
is desirable. In several of the Indian States
“the law of compulsory attendance exists only in
name, but in reality the state of education there is
much worse than in adjoining British terrifories
under a voluntary system. A classical example,
howevar, of this sort ig furnished in Matthew
Arnold’s famous report, which shows thata Canton
of French Switzerland,© where instruction
was nominally obligatory, was not educationally

———

better off than another where instruction was not
obligatory. The law in the Canton of Vaud, for
instange, said that parents not sending their
children to school were to be warned, summoned,
sentenced to fine or imprisonment, according to
their various degrees of negligence. The law
was quite adequate in its penal powers, but was
never carried into efect, with the result that edu-
cation was not more widely diffused there than in
the Canton of Geneva, which did not profess to
make eduocation compulsory. Vaud was not quite
backward in education, but it did not derive any
part of its progressive character, such as it was,
from the law of compulsory education. Matthew
Arnold says: “ What I wanted. to find out was,
whether the legal obligation was actually put in
force to constrain the attendance of children who
without suoh eonstraint would not have attended ;
whether in Vaud, where education is sompulsory,
children went to school who in Geneva, where it
is not compulsory, would have been at work or at
home. I could not find that they @id. I was told
that it was necessary to execute the law with the
greatest tact, with the greatest forbearance; but
in plain truth I could not discover that it was really
exeouted at all. " To pass a law, therefors, mak-
ing attendance at school compulsory on children
is not the eame thing as to enforce it, and there
may ocoasionally be a great hiatus between the
two. We hope that the Bombay Government will
take ocoasion now and then of showing that it is
fully alive to this difference and that it realises
the need of enlisting the sympathies and support
of the public in a matter in which no step forward
is possible without them.

There oughtto be a more general recognition of
the fact that, even with a law of compulsion, depen-
dence must ordinarily be placed on the willingness
of the people, and therefore means must be adopted
to stimulate the latter. For, after all, you cannot
dragoon children into school if parents in general
are aotively opposed. And it is a great mistake to
think that a law permitting the application of
coercion dispenses with the necessity of giving as
much play as possible to moral suasion. A’ Com-
pulsory Act is best enforoed in those countries
where it becomes necessary on fewest occasions
to resorttoit, and where the general consensus
of opinion is in favour of education. This does not
mean that compulsion serves no wuseful purpose.
Compulsion is ceriainly necessary, but it musé
be held in reserve and only a madmsan will
think of utilising it as s normal procedure,
That being the case, the Government must show

“itself anxious to receive, and people must show

themselves anxious to extend, help and co-opera=-
tion in the task of founding a national system of
education. In the last analysis, the progress of
education in a community is proportioned only to
the interest which they feel, or are made to feel by
their leaders, in edueation—oompulsion or no com-
pulsion. And if it is true, as we have shown above,
that a law of compulsion does not necessarily con=
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note fourishing education, the converse is equally
true, that the want of a compulsory law does not ne-
| -ocessarily connote a languishing state of education.
Matthow Arnold’s report shall agsain supply an
example. In Holland there was no law of com-
pulsion at the time, but its system of
education was as good as any other and
better than most, A great advance had been
wmade towards universa education there—
| one in sight of the population being ia school.
There was neither the obligation upon communes
$0 provide schools, nor the obligationupon parents
to send children to school. And yet thissplendid
result was due to the high pay and atanding of
the teachar and the effectiveness of the inspeotion,
which means, in other words, the enthusiasm of the
goneral publie. An elementary school teacherin
towns was given a salary of from £120 fof 160,
whish is now equivalent to many times that
amount, The Inspectors, on the contrary,gave their
-services gratuitously. They received allowances
for their expenses while engaged in the busi-
ness of inspection, but no salaries. Either they
were mon wiih private means, or men. exercising
at the same time with their inspectorship some
other function, which provided them with an in-
come, Yetthey were among the most jearned men
in the country, and it was considered a very high
~ honour indead to be admitted to the inspectorats.
It is difficult to believe that such an elaborate
system of education reposed on voluntaryism, but
it is a fact, and it is a faot which we must never
allow ourselves to forget at a time when people
have almost come to bolieve that compulsion is a
short cutf to universal education, and having the
dnstrument of compulsion ready to our hands, we
need waste no time in inspiring enthusiasm in the
public mind for education. It is therefore neces-
-gary at this time, if our law of compulsion is o be
:attended with succees, that an earnest endeavour
:8hould be made to eali forth public sympathy and
-support in favour of education. It will not be a

difficult task, but for the present neither the autho--

Tities nor the people’s tribunes seem to be suffi-
-oiently mindful of the need.

A LETTER FROM LONDON,
( ¥YBOM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.}
. : LONDON, MARCS 29,

MANAGEMENT OF INDIAN DEBT.

THE City Editor of the Times thinks that Mr, Pur-
-shotamdas Thakurdas’s suggestion, in the Indian
Retrenchment Committee’s Report, that the Impe-
-rial Bank of India in London should be asked
<40 take up the management of the Indian debt is
-quite a good one, though he adds that the proviso
that Mr. Purshotamdas attaches, that this requeat
should be made if the Bank of England conftinues
o demand increased remuneration, is raally beside
the point. The Imperial Bank, says the Editor,
at the moment is probably not eguipped jto jtake
over at short notice the management of the ster.

ling debt, but if it is ever to be a central bank in

' anything else but name, it must be prepared to take

over the responsibilities of such work, as well as
the payment of salaries, allowances and pensions
on avcount of the Government of India, as suggest-
ed by Mr. Purshotamdas. The Editor imagines
that the Imperial Bank of India is fully alive to
the faot that eventually it must undertake the full
responsibilities of a central bank. He therefore
looks forward to the time when the organization of
the Imperial Bank will have advanced to a stage
at which it ean perform the full funotions ofa
central bank, and can co-operate with other institu-
tions of & similar kind. He would like to see the
Imperial Bank of India appoint a strong London
committee, such asexists in the case of the Nation.
tional Bank of Egypt, but there would, he adds, not
be much point in oreating a commiitee of this
kind unless it was the policy of the Government
of India to transfer work to the Imperial Bank of
India which would give the committee something
to do.
LORD PEEL ON KENYA.

Lord Peel made a strong appeal, a few days
ago, at the annual conference of the Women’s
National Unionist Aassoeciation, West Midland
area, at Cheltenham, that the Imperial and interna-
tional position of India should be kept in remem-
brance by people here, because they were matters
upon which Indian opinion was acutely sensitive.
The rights which had in recent times been granted
to India were nof to bae regarded as empty com=-
pliments, but as a reality. Qut of the new posi-
tion a difficult controversy had arisen as to the
rights of Imperial citizenship throughout the
Empire which India considered she should possess,
and steps had been taken to secure that position.
The racial question and the position of Indians in
different parts of the Empire and the way in which
they were treated wont to the root of the relations
between India as a self-governing Dominion and
the other Dominions and this country. He made
an earnest appeal to the British people to give to

“the subject their gravest thought and that sympa-

thetic imagination which was always shown in
the treatment and management of the outlying
parts of the Empire. It was a very neoessary ap-
peal, in view of the reactionary activities of the
Tory Dichards, who have recently been trying to
entrap the Duke of Devonshire into making admis-.
sions favourable to the white settlers of Kenya
upon matters which are stiil in acute controversy-
between them and the Indian settlers, and which.
are to be the subject of dizcussion in May upon the-
arrival of the rival delegations. Lord Peel carried
the matter still further yesterday, when he address—
ed a well-attended meeting of Unionists in ons of
the Committee rooms of the House of Commons..
He placed before them the point of view of the:
Government of Indis and of himself and spoke in
sympathetic terms of the attitude of the (Govern-
ment of India towards its Imperial responsibilities,’
emphasising that the supreme consideration was
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the recognition of a settlement of the Kenya diffi-

oulty as a matter of Imperial and not merely local
concern. He dwelit specially on the Imperial
atatus which India has now achieved, and urged
the importance of recognising that there should be
no differentiation in dealing with the immigration
question as between Indians and citizens of other
Dominions within the Empire. His appeal for a
generous and broad understanding of the difficul-
ties which now beset the Government of India in
its gradual progress towards politioal efficiency as
one of the great Dominions within the Empire was
received with enthusiasm by the large gathering of
members. The point of view of the white settlers
was advocated by Sir Frederick Banbury, who pre-
sided over the recent meeting at which they pre-
sented their case, and he was supported by Lt. Col.
Murrough Wilson. Sir Benjamin Robertzon, whose
personal acquaintance with local conditions was
of much value (other supporters of the Secretary
of State being Sir Malcolm Seton, Sir Louis Ker-
shaw,and Lord Winterton), strongly supported Lord
Peool’s argument, as did Sir Thomas Bennett, who
elicited useful information showing that the fears
that the white seftlers would be outvoted by the
Indians were without foundation, since the Euro-
peans would have amajority of the non-official seats
by election., Sir Benjamin Robertson showed that
the average among Indians in Kenya was actually
higher than India itself, and that there were very
fow of the low-grade type of immigrants often
alloged by the whites. Lord Peel warmly repudi-
ated the suggestion that either he or the Govern-
ment of India only regarded one aspect of the ques-
tion and ignored the claims of the white settlers.
The proposals known as the Wood-Winterton
agreement, to which he had given his approval, did
not, in his opinion, infringe the undoubted rights
of the Europeans.
COMMENT OF THE TIMES,

Al this is very different from the tone of a
leading article in last Saturday’s I¥mes. For
many months now that paper has been publish-
ing a series of despatches from its Nairobi
correspondent, whose sympathies are obviously
with the white settlers and who has been sending
propagandist messages to London. For example,
he cabled fully about the indignation ocreated
among the Eurpoan population by the Achariar
incident, but was significantly silent about the
long-protraoted provocation received by the Indian
community, not from an obsoure paper, but from

" some of the most highly placed members of the

white population, culminating in an attack upon
the morality of Indian widows and the insult by
a Christain clergyman to the Mahomedan faith
through the person of its founder. Another
illustration of this partiality is to be found in a
telegram to the Times appearing last Monday,
in which the correspondent is careful to allege
that the Indian delegation mow op its way from
Kenya inculdes the leaders of the extreme party—
there is none in the sense in which the term .is

" used in India, all sections of the Indian com-

munity baving agreed, until the Europes nshad
persistenly rejected them, to accept the official
proposals contained in the Colonial Office des-
patoh of last September—but he, refrains from
adding that one of the members of the European
delegation, Lord Delamere, is a notorious extre-
mist, whilst, Mr. Grogan, another of that ilk,
is busily epgaged here already preparing the
ground for his friends. A third attempt to throw
dust in the eyes of the British publio is the in-
sinuation that the European delegation travel as
trustees of the native races, a piece of the most
unctuous hypocrisy in the eyes of all impartial
students of the methods by which Kenya has
been developed, by contrast with Uganda and
the West African Colonies. However, to return
to the Times. The paper actually suggests that
some excuse must be found for the wild outbursts
of the white settlors in view of Achariar's slan-
ders, whereas the truth is that all these threats
of violence againstthe Indians and the Adminis-
tration had been made long before Achariar
wrote at all, and in reply to the attempt to give
effect to the resolution of the Imperial Conference.
At the same time the journal acknowledges that
the moderate Indian Nationalists support the claim
for equal treatment for Indians in Kenya with
arguments of a reasoned and constitutional charac-
ter. Mr. Sastri’s declaration that since Kenya is
gtill a Crown Colony without self-government it
cannot settle the character of its own population,
and that the Imperial Conference resolution, in
this respect, does not apply, is met by the answer
that, since self-government (for whom?) will cer-
tainly come in time, the Home Government would
certainly not be justified in prejudioing so vital &
question. Yet that is exactly what the Times
is, in effeot, demanding. The whole tone of the
article is generally sympathetic to the white point
of view and hostile to that of the Indians, and, of .
course, the native guestion is dragged in, as
though the white settlers were in any way sincere-
ly anxious for the welfare of the natives. A signi-
fioant paragraph staies that the Duke of Devon-
shire has lately given certain assurances fo the
Dichard Unionists on the very questions that are
to come up for consideration upon the arrival here
of the delegations, No wonder the Times re=
commends the white settlers to keep their powder
dry until their representatives can bring pressure
to bear upon the Colonial Office even more success-
fully than they have hitherto beem able to do.
Perhaps, however, an indication to their friends
here that success for the white settler cause in
Kenya spells the break-up of the Empire by the
withdrawal of Indis, may throw a little cold water-
upon the fires of their enthusiasm.
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... [ TWOQ PEDAGOGUES.” ' |

GRUNWALD, PROF. DR. GEO.: PARDAGOGISOHR

Psyonouocie. ‘Bérlin. Y920 pp. wi4 407, -«
COMPAGNAC, E. T.! Soomry aNp SoLITUpE.
+. ' Cambridge. 1932.. pp. x1x 228, - 8s. 6d.
Pro¥. GRUNWALD'S is one of the best books we' have

come across on the subject df Pedagogics and one can’

- indeed not get up from its study without a new sense
of realization, how mach modera civilization owes to
the scientifie genins of Germans, and how much we
herein India lose, by lacking the facility of habitually
keeping in touch with books written in the' German
language.” Think of it, that of the 453 (1) books

-quoted by our author 431 are from German pens—.

“the balance of 22 being made up of 9 French, 10
English, 2 Russian and 1 Swedish books ! Quite
apart of course from the fundamental fact, that,
before our author writes his own book of 383 pages,
he will stady 453 other books which treat of hia
subject. :

* Moreover, whatever trath there may be in the |' .
;whelming; fortnnately, it is as difficalt to know.

?ondeninstiOn of German books as heavy and prolix,
‘1t certainly does not apply to this case in point—

Which onthe contrary is distinguished by an easy

style and the lncidity of thought peculiar to those
‘trained in the philosophy of Scholasticism. The
book is divided into & general and special Phycho-
logy of Education ; the former, after fandamentals,
dealing with the psychology of the pupil and that
of the teacher ; the latter with the gradual anfold-
ing in the individnal mind of Science, Art, Morality
and Religion respectively. As will be seen, the
subject i3 a vast onme; yet the author always
manages to stick to the essentials and does not
succumb to the temptation of losing himself in the
bye-paths 50 dear to specialists and o fatiguing to
the general pablic. '

- As Tregarda the psychology of the pupil, he
makes distinctions according to age ( infant-child-
adolescent ), sex, temperament, talent and evalua-
tion. Of temperaments he distingnishes 16, accord.
ing as emotiong arise suddenly or siowly, are violent
or feeble, pass away guickly or tend to be permanent,

-are predominantly pleasant or unpleasant. Asre-
gards talent, he distinguishes according to the
pradominance of visual, auditory or muscalar sensae
tions ; of memory or imagination ;3 of practice or
speculation or intnition. Bat the most fandamental
classification of types he finds in the general nature
of the value-judgments to which the individual is
prone’: the point of view from wiich everything is
habitually -apprehended by him and ranked—and
thas he arrives at the four great types of mind, as
respectively aathetic, scientific, ascetic or metaphy-
sical standards of valne predominate.

The mere adumbration of the - contents of this
one section will, we think, be sufficient proof, not
only of the wealth of matter treated, but also of the

. | exhanative and thought-provoking manner of its

treatment. -The book in fact isa perfect mine for

* . | the educationalist—and not for him only. Asan’

instance of the many eahjects of far wider interest

icontained in the book, we will only rpfér to the .

parallelism betwesn the psychological development

. | of the individual and that of the race, as manifested

in sny, the more rapid rate of development, common

‘both to childhood and child-races ; the similarity

between the drawings of* childres and those of un-
developed races ; the emphasis of both, wmausieally,
on rhytbm and loudness ; their delight in fairy tales
and their general confasion of the imaginary with
the real ; their love of * loud ’* coloars and violent
colour contrasts ;' their neglect of the critical faculty-
and inappreciation of shades of meaning ; or again,
8ay, the unmistakable parallelisem between adoles-
cence and such periods ag Greece, 6. g., passed
through in the 5th century. B.C.and the West in the'

18th A. D.—periods, characterized by a violent reac-

tion againgt ‘‘childishness’”, a naive overrating of

.reason, revolt against all anthority, &e.

Indeed the temptation to quote is over-

where to start, as it is, where to stop-—and one is

‘therefore reduced to refer the reader to Prof. Grun-®
-wald himself. Bat how many in India woald be
abletodoso? Is it utterly quixctic to wish that
‘such a book as this were translated into the veraa~.

cular and made a text-book in all places where per-

‘sone are snppos:d to be trained a8 pedagogues ?

The author of the second book reviewed—who

18 professor of education in the University of

Liverpool—is' well known to write perhaps the

finest Einglish prose of any living man, and the

little volume before us goes far to confirm this

repufation. At random we quote :

*T¢ is in silence that men learn to listen, it is in medi-

- tation that they learn to asct, happiness then lightens

their faces when Ppain has traced upon them its trans-

figuring lines and turned mere suffering into sympathy. ..

It is men who have practised meditation, and have in

that supreme activity made the muscles of their minds

at once firm and'lis some, who ¢an iurn shemselves with

easy versatility to the distraoting engagements of the

world, set them in a pattern, give them with order, unity,
and endure them with an unfaltering courage.” )

How beantifully said ! In fact to the lover of
letters, the mere reading of the book can but be an
exquisite pleasure, quite apart from the ideas to
which a master has given such lovely expression—
and the only danger is that may be the aesthetic
pleasure will make the reader altogether forget the
purpose for which the book was written—which is,
to advocate an educational policy. In fact, the book

'is none too eagy to follow and is apt to resolve itaelf

for many into an anthology of very fine aand very
wiso sayinge : fehlt leider nur das geistige Bandl
Taat leading idea anyhow is that trme edueation
mast aim at a reconciliation of the rival claims of
gociety and solitude ; of man in bis corporate and
in hia individual capacities 5 of origin ality and cote
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vention ; of unity and difference ; of imprisonment
and freedom. And when onr readers after, we hope
a close stady will put down thia little volume, will
they ask themselves, not where in all India this
réconcilintion is being attempted ; but where this,

the fiindamental problem of all education, is even -

being realized as such ? 7

MISCELLANEA,

EKENYA DEPUTATION.
AN INTERVIEW WITH MR, SASTRI.

MR. 8a8TRI who aailed for England on Saturday last as the |

head of the Kenya Deputation elected by the non-official
members of the Indian Legislature was interviewed in Madras
by the Associated Press. The following is an account of the
Interview s .
1., Now that the opportunity for the public of knowing

what you propose to do regarding the Kenya question has .

been denied since your lecture had to be abandoned owing to
your unfortunate indisposition, will ‘'you please let us know
what your views are regardivg the Kenya situation?

A.—T have given general expression to my opinion on
this question more than once. Cur primary duty of eourse
is to stand by our countrymen in thai colony and to aupport
their demands in respect of the equal status which has been
promiged us. The points of dispute are four in number and
fairly well-known, It was understood that the agreement
between India and the Colonial Office extonded to all
these four items. Apparently, however, within the last few
raonths this agreement has been disturbed and the authori-
tiea seem to be oontemplating the erecting of barriers to
fature emigration from India. Our peopie have in their turn
begun to repudiate the former understanding which was only,
after all, in the nature of a compromise. This move on their
Part was apparently taken under provooation and geems
justifiable in the circumssances.- I am persunaded that-the.
Qovernment of India would staud as firm as ever not only as
to the assertion of equality but also as to the exact measures
by which to carry it out. Apd from all accounts the foars
once entertained of the attitude of Lerd Peel and Earl
Winterton are unfounded. By the last mail I have received
information from Mr. Polak, who watches all Indian problems
with a sleepless eye, that our case, when it comes tc be con-
sidered by the Colonial Office, will be backed very infinential-
ly. There is, for one thing, the powerful advooate, Lord
Hardinge, who has ‘Dow assumed :the lead of the Indian
Overseas Association. Several well-known members of
Parliament are friendly to our side of the dispute. The
anti-slavery Association and some missionary soeieties are
interasting themwelves in the matter. 3o if the decision goes
either wholly or partially against us it will not be for lack of
knowledge on the part of the authorities or wetknesy or
vacillation in the presentment of our case. Wa have to recog-
nise in the last resort that to do what is barsly right and
proper in thia instance the Cabinet has to wear down a
seaotion of their own countrymen who do not recogpise, and in
fact refuse to recognise, either the ideals of the British
Empire or the actnal promise of equality made to na in Indija.
Theneo traculent folk have doubtless many supporters in
England both in and out of Parliament, 8o that both sides
would receive the strongest possible representation and the
British Cabinet must treat this as a first class issue eoncern-
ing their honour befora the world. That the white gettlers
in Renya are actuated by the bitter racial spirit of Sonth
Africa and that in ths end they desire their colony to become
a part of Bouth Africa are notorious facts. And the real
dispute at the bnttom is—Is the British Empire sapable of
reconciling India and South Africa or is it going to decide
between the two? I am inclined personally to attach consie
derable importance to the fact that the Under-Secretary for

the Colonies is Major Ormaby-Gore, & man who *is the soulof
honour, and holds a muoch respected position, not only

amongst the younger members of Parliament, but also
amongst those who ars belisved to repressut the ideals and

principles of the League of Nations. There is aiso the-
ponsibility of the question being referred in the absence of a

satisfactory settloment at present to s Royal Commission.

Lord Islington aud others have favoured the proposal for-
some time, Ifitis revived, it may be part of the duty of the

deputation to consult friends and decide what to do. With,
such help as Mr. Andrews oan give, we shall oertainly be in
1o lack of competent guidance in London, '

REFORMS.

2. During your stay in England do you intend moving-
in the matter of getting further instalments of reform befors
the stasutory period of 10 years expires ?

A.—I bear no commission in this bebalf on this ocoasion..
However, being a keen believer in the reforms being complet- -
ed as early as possible, I should not be doing my daty if I did
not uge every opporturity of pushing on that csuse. Perhapw-
public opportunities may not be availed of for this particular-
purpose. Eut I have many influential friemds and acquaint-
ances whose interest in Indian progress may be simulated and
kept well-informed by private conversation. I hope also that-
the English press will give me some facilities in this direction

SaLT TAX, :
8. You might have noted the divided counsel of various.

.publioists in regard to the action to he taken by

the country as a result of the certificatlon of the Salt Tax.
by the Viceroy. Will you pleass let the public know what
you think of the whole affair, i. e. what advice you tender in
this connection? .

,A.~—I consider certifioation by the Viceroy a great blunder,
But I cannot agree that we shall gain muoh by either rasign=
ing from the Legislature or, as some pecple suggest, by adopt-
ing a polioy of diseriminate obstruction in the Simla session. .
Sir -Montagu Webb seoms to me to have adopted the best.
course in the ciroumstances., He has already prepared and..
sent to every member of Parlament three different memoranda.
on the present politioal orisis in India. He requests Patliament '
to reverse the action of the Viceroy.: Whether he succeeds in
this partioular cbject or not, he will have advertised the-
indian cause ag souch as possible and drawn attention to the
really autoeratic character of the cortification and restoration
powers of the Governor-General. If inatead of frittering away
their snergies the leaders of Indian tbought backed Sir Mon--
tagu Webb with all their strength, it seems to me thast they
would really be hastening the end of these arbitrary powera.
and prepare for the next atage of Reforms. That is one way
of making good come ont of the evil of certification.

4. Mr, Sastri said tbat he had at present no idea of go- -
ing to East Africa unless events 8o shaped themselves there,

5. Mr. Sastri said that he was leaving for Bombay to=-
day and that he would sail for England in 8. 8. Kaisar-i-Hind
onjthe 14th and would return by the lst week of July to be-
able t¢ attend the July session of the Council of State, '

INDIANS IN AUSTRALIA.
THE New Age of March 22 has the following from the pen.
of Dr. R. W. Hornabrook:—

Mr. BSastri, on behalf of India, admitted the right of all
self-governing Dominions of the Empire to oontrol their own
immigration policy. In other words, Mr. Sastri admitted
the right of Australia to her White Australia policy, we in
our turn admitting all those British Indian subjects wh were.
already domiciled in our midst to full politioal and citizenship
rights. But nothing has been done in thie respect. Ceriain.
minor concessions were made at the time of Mr. Sastri's
visit by certain of the States, but as far as the Commonwealth
franchise i# concerned, Mr. Hughes has mot redeemed hi
promise, I was foriunate enough to be present at the r?mark--
able specch made in the Queen's Hall Federal Parliament
House last summer by Mr, Sastri to the members of both
Houses ( Senate and House of Representatives), and after th®
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~delivery of that eloquent appeal for fair play and for us, ana
=mporting ocmmunity, to play the game; thers in not the alight-
it question that the mass of those present were strongly in
“favour of justice being done to British Indian subjeots resident
within the Commonwealth. They number somewhers about
thres thousand, and as no more are admitted under our immis
«gration laws, their number is naturally growing loss svery day.
In spite of the faot that these men are law-abiding oitizens,
paying their rates and taxes to the Government, and are mem=
bers of the British Empire, they are denied the just and full
righta of citisenship, whereas alien subjects, not memberas of
the British Empire, who are not Asiatios, can obtain those
full rights of oitizenship by taking out naturalisation papers
after a comparatively short term. If this is a sample of
British justice towards fellow-members of the Empire, all I
©oan say is that it is an exceedingly rotien sample.

AN ALI’HABET FOR THE VERNACULARS.
To THE EDITOR OF THE BEZRVANT OF INDIA.

8IR,~-Under the above title yon kindly gave hospitality
-to an appeal for the appointment of an Indian Commission
“with Indiap representatives $o consider the question of a
~common alphabst for the vernaculars. In your notes you
said: “When he (myself) san quots the late Hon. G. K. Gokhale
as having supported the idea of a Commission, we may be
-amre it will not be brushed aside lightly."

Mr. Gokhale wrote: * I am entirely in favoar of a thorough
-eDquiry into the whole guestion by & compatent body of men
on which the principal aiphabets at present in use shall be
properly represented.”

The direstion of primary education is now under the oare
-of Indian repressntatives. They are now legislating for un-
born handredns of millions, and deciding whether Indian chijld-
'ren shall be mubjected to walk into the temple of knowledge
-over rough rooks, or whether ther may go in & plain, smooth
path into the art and mystery of reading.

1 have before me the “Statement of Moral and Materiat
Progress of India” for 1920, Space will only allow of a few
+xiracts. The Statememt says : “Amongst the most difficnlt
of the problems which await the socisl reformer in Indis is
the elevation of the depressed classes,” I hardly like quoting
what Sir Narayan Chandavarkar saye about the social
condition, The words {page 155) are more soathing than any I
have ever hieard of seen. He concludes by saying that “Oyt
of every ten Hindus, three are treated as beyond the pale of
decent humanity.” - The Statement says: “The most obvious
method for the uplifting of the untouchables, ap indeed of the
other depressed olasses of India, lies in education.”

Again after a referenee to the magnitude and urgency of
the problem of (elomentary) edncation, whers we are told
thet “reughly swo-thirds of the population of s sohool-going
-8ge never maketheir way into an educationa! inetitusion of any
kind”, the Statement aays : “At pregens primary education in
Indis is not merely defective in quality but also uneatisfaotory
inresults. The great majority of children attending primary
scheols learn to read and write for not more than three years
and on returning to agricultursl pursuits soon forget these
attainments,’”

As to “fomale illiteracy™ the Btatnment says:* The jm-
portance of overcoming the existing female illiteracy is shown
by the fact that throughout India only 1-38 million women
and girls are under instruetion of any kind.”

As to “adult education” the Statement 8ays : * A very
large part of the education needed in India is ndult edusation
—education which will supply the great new electorates with
some goidance in the use of the power which constitutional
reforms have placed in their hands.” The Times ( Educational
Bupplement } told us that * the great majority of the men
{ voters) could not sign their names in the script of the
local ty.”

As one who had at one time over two huondred. element-
ary schools under mny supervision, I know asomething of the
difficalties. They are great. India needs a* the very least a
hupndred thougand more schools for elementary eduoation, 1

think shey were promised. Battsr pod better-pald renchers.
Stricter and raore helpful supervision. Unbroken: atsendance
for years. Perhaps compulsory attendence of both boys
and girls. Admission of all classes to all educational inssi-
tutions, The best text-book for Indian oonditions. Medical’
inspection of the childran mightibe of great service. All
these things and many others will be halpful.,, But why not
first let there bs a serlous oonsideration as to whether
the indigenous graphio signs are the very beat which can
be provided. Take one iliustration only. Tamil takes over
150 differsnt types to print its letters ; Malayalam with aimoss
exaotly the samoe sounds i# burdened with some 750 ocompli-
cated and intrioate types. And how came ihis about ? Simply
by Tamil having no zeparate letters (characters) for double or
oonjunct consonants, Tamil and Malayalam people can nn-
derstand one another when apeaking, but cennot read a word
of one snother's books. You may find the same teacher with
Tamil and Malayalis under his oare. Tamil is easisr to learn
to read than Malayalam. Thoen why different oharacters forl
Bengali and Oriya ? : o
I plesd and plead most earnestly s$o the friends of Mr.
Gokhale for a serious consideration of the whole questiom.
Let some simple alphabet be found and allowed sanction for
optioval use in schools and public courts and offices, and
within cne generation India may become as literate as Jupan.

" ~—Wanted, & simple, phonatio, common alphabet with just ons

letter for each maih clementary sound, and.most children will
learn to read 8 mother tongnein s week or ten days and never
forget their lettera. The American Indians learn to read
easily in s week. The Afticans of Uganda come to a centrs,
learn $o read in one week oF 80, go away and become teachers
of other Africans to resd. The Japaness ohild of three learns
to read, but he has only 47 simple signs. And when Bir Isaao
Pitman and others conducted their experiments in phonetic
English no difficulty was exporienced, so far as learning to
read phonetic English was concerned.

The problem has been solved for the Indian blind. Go
down {0 Bombay and ask at either of the two blind schoolr
there and you will find no difficalty in learning to read.

The final criticiem of the Statement is that * Indien edu-
oation is top-heavy*’, that is, * the lower clasmses are largely
slliterate, while the middle classes... are far more highry
developed.” I suggest that the nationsl saving a simple
eommon alpbabet would effect would go far to provide funds
for every Indian child being at least taughs to read.

With best wishes to the SERVANT OF INDIA,

58 Parkgyte Roup Chester J. ENowLES.

THANES to the wigorous efforts of

"""g"‘;ﬁ'{_"‘ o, the Deccan States Association, the
Indian States in Maharashtra are

astir with new life and their subjects are holding
conferences to ventilate their grievences and
aspirations. One such conference was successful-
1y held this wesk at Shahapur {Sangli) under the
presidency of the well-known publicist in regard
to State matters, Mr. G. R. Abhyankar, who in
his opening speech passed the administration of
Sangli under a oritical, albeit sympathetic, re-
view. He was able to show that primary edueca-

tion in the State, though nomirally compulsory, is
at a standstill if not actusily thrown back; that
there is a pronounced tendency to absorb the
growing revenues of the State into the personal
expenses of the Chief ; that the embryonic Repre-
sentative Assembly founded by the British Ad-
ministrator during the Chief’'s minority is losing
all its vitality owing to the not too sympathetic
attitude of the State, and so forth, The Presi-
dent exposed all these ugly features in the ad-
ministration and made an appeal to the Chief to

_introduce real representative institutions.
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With three illustrations: 7. ol 24
9. The Fundamental Unity. ol India. =
(from Hxndusouroes) By Radhakumud
Mookerji. M. A. With an introduction by
'J. Ramsay Macdonald, M. B. .0 - ..
3. The New Map of Asia, (1900-1919 )
- By Herbert Adams Gipbons. With §
. Maps: Deals with the . Frenoh_ - the - .
Portugese; and the Dutch in Asia, Great
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k' P:irmg down Siam. Challenige to ‘
.European Domain, Russain Expanslon_ o
. in Asia : . Persia before ‘the. Peace
* Conference: The -Atternpt to Partilion
Parsm The Unlted States in the Ph‘ﬂlp— '
pmes. ato. .-
4. Footsteps of Freedom Essays br
"James H. Cousins: e s
The Wisdom of the West. An
. introduction to the interpretative study
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The “Theosophical l?ubhshmg House,
Adyar, - Ma(!ras.
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INDIAN BOOX SHOP

55 Medows Street, Fort, BOMBAY
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- and mall ;e, with your nasme and address, t»
Good Luck Co., Benares Clty,

.4 wiil bring you, per V. P. P,, one CUSSI SILK SUI'I
tength for Be. 12 only. These pieces are econom:ml, hard
waar and bandsome ever made, -
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A Godssend Eye Cure!

Eminent doctora and gents of the eountry have admitted
after their personal trial that cur Kye-speoific neverfails to
cure miraoulously Granulation, Trachoma, Bight-weakness,
Pierygium, Opacity snd all such eye diseases as rendered
miserable by Eye spesilists and dootors.

Highest references given if required. Advance Rs, 2
with-order or apply, with 2 annas postage for partienlars of
v.lya and veneral deseases; toi—

. B. EBORANA LYALLPER,

OR terms of Advertisement, please apply
to the Manager, SERVANT OF INDIA,

KXibe Wada, Budhwar Peth, POONA CITY. |
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IF you want a treatise noted for olearness a.nd
eonclseness. a treatise that within a limited spabe’
\ . will teach you the principles of clinical medicina "

‘better than most books of doubte the auze and doubie,
: uthe pnce. then buy* )

Hn lntroduction to elmical Medicme
e BE e -

i DR.A J. NORONHA M. D.

! 'The book is illustrated most profusely with'
i actual photographs from Indian experience. . You,
have the very example, the actual typical olinical-
‘picture before your very eyes. Purchase the-
book to-day and it will bring it home to you that.
we are speaking the truth 11 -

To convince you still further we meed only
.| mention that the book is recommended to all the-
Civil Hospitals and Dispsnsaries- all over the
i Bombay Presidency, Aden and the Persian Gulf"
by the Surgeon-General with .the Government of”
Bombay. Besides it is. spoken of in the-highest:
' terms by leading teachers of, Medicme in Indm.
: It is the book for the Student. . :
; < The book for tha Practtczamr

: Pricc Rs. 12+8. Postage Exira.
. For Oopzea Apply to i—

SRR ‘l‘he Hryabliushan Press,
o L - POONA’ CITY.

Hon ble Prof Y G Kales Works. k
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L. ,', ndjan Enonomlcs— o , . , B-0-0-
{ 4th edition ). Featherweight paper Dml. ,
8 vo. pp. 700. Cloth Bound. Revised & en]nrgod, ,
. 2. Gokhale and Economic Relorms— - ) - el
) Crown 16 mo, pp. 250. Cloth Bound, - 4
3. lpdlan Administratioftes' .. - : . - . 3_0..0

{ 4th edition ). With ‘additional chapters bn the
. Reforms Act. Demi. 8 vo. pp. 528, Cloth Bound.

The Reforms Explained—; $=Cal}
; Demi. 8 vo. pp.-100. . ol N : :
5. Indian Industrial and Economic Probless— ' YuBul)
{2nd edition). Crown 16 mo. pp. 340.
| 8. India’s War Floaace and Post-War Problems— 2-0- .
Crown 16 mo. pp. 164. - Cloth Boand. - ' C
4. Currency Reform 1n Judia— . 10=0
* . Qrown 16 mo. pp. 120.-
" 8, - Dawn of Modern Finance in ladla—

2-9-0:
Crown 16 mo. pp. 154 ’

These books can be had of

| 1, The Aryasbhushan Press, Poona City.

2 The Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay.No.3,
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High Cour? Vakil, Bombay.
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