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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

IT is indeed a happy augury for the
maintenance of world-peace that
the war clouds, which were massing so threaten-
ingly during the past week between England and
““furkey, should have been blown away by the
powerful will of the common people of England
who in unmistakeable terms told the bellicose
Mr. George and the romantic Mr., Churchill
through their representatives, that they for one
would not make any more war, and that, if Kemal
Pasha was to ba fought, these gentlemen would
have to do it themselves. That the return into the
Balkane of a victorious and militarily strong Tur-
key is a disturbing factor, should be candidly ad-
mitted; that it is the tradition, not of reactionary,
but of the most progressive and liberal opinion in
England, which frowns on giving any scope to
Turkish autooracy and fanaticiem, should with
equal fairness be conceded, But just because that
is #o, one has every reason for rejoicing that it is
these very elements who have in such ociroum-
slances come to the oonclusion that whatever
wrobgs there bs, it is not by war and violerce
that they can be remedied, Let all friends of
world-peace thankfully acknowludge this—aven if
they' are fully aware that nothing has helped the
people in England 8o much to come to their con-

A Peace Victory,

clusion, than the anxiety not to provoke Indian

sentiment any further.
+* - ]

THE Proteotion of Princes Bill,
which was introduoed in the Coun-
cil of State last Tuesday week, was on the very
same day consented to by that chamber in the
form recommended by the Governor General ; thus
* justifying the purpose for whioh the Counoil of
State was oreated,” as the Times of India bene-
volently—or was it malevolently? anyhow, so
deliciously—put it As “ Outsider * points out,

A Complleation,

this action on their part cannot but hamper the
further opposition whioch it is so ossential sheuld
be offered to the Act. For though the Bill now
becomes an Act, as soon as the (Governor General
signifies his assent to it, it will still not come into
effect, until it has lain before both Houses of Par-
liament for at least eight days and has thereafter
received His Majesty’'s assent. Asa matter of fact,
when “in the opinion of the Governor General there
exists a state of emergency,” even this procedure
can be dispensed with; but it is hardly oredible
that the Governor General will go to the length
permitted to him in the Reform Aot and direct the
Aot to come into operation forthwith, because, in
his opinion, a etate of emergency exists which
justifies such aotion. The position nom therefore
is that the Aect, having come into being by the
fiat of the Gevernor General, will remain inopera-
tive, until its fate has finally been decided by the
British Parliament—which of course is noft in
session now end had been prorogued until nexé
month. So much breathing space therefore re-
mains; but since the centre of gravity has been
shifted from Simla to London, the time available
is none too long, to mobilize all the progressive
forces in India against it.
* * »

YET that the principle raised is one
of the utmost gravity, admits of no
doubt. As we tried to show last week, that princi-
ple is the perpetuation of autocratio rule in India.
Autooracy was unquestioningly accepted as the
basic principle until the end of last century, both
by rulers and ruled in India: it is only since
opposition to this principle ( as appropriate to
India ) grew, that it was deemed mnecessary by a
epecial Press Aot (of 1910) to prevent that prinei-
ple being “ brought into hatred or contempt.’”” Yet
as we all know,that Act did not prevent thehatred
and contempt in which that principle was in-
creasingly being held; and in the end, the Re-
form Aot set its seal on the lawfulness of that
hatred and contempt and H: R. H. the Duke of
Connaught himself formally announced that “the
principle of autocracy had all been abandoned.”
Since the Reform Act then beoame the law of the
land, to bold the principle of autocracy, even of
* benevolent despotism ", as Lord Chelmsford ex-
plained, in contempt and hatred, is in British
India not only as legitimate, but even as praise-
worthy, a8 to hold in contempt and hatred the
principle of constitutionalism in an aufocracy, or

Full Speed Astern,
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that of monarchy in a republic. The repeal of the
1910 Press Act therefore was a logical necessity;
80 was the conclusion of the Press Act Commities
that the abandonment of the principle of autooracy
made any re-enactment of it vis-a-vis the Indian
States impossible., If to.day the Government of
India aots in diametrical opposition to that logio
and to such conclusion, it is not because new facts
have come to light, The only fact made patent is
that the Government of India of 1922 and that of
“1919 are pursuing a different policy : that whilst in
1919 the Government tried to adjust itself to the
war-idealism of a world made safe for democracy
and of the self-determination of all peoples, in 1922
a new Government deliberately goes back on that

policy and tries to make India safe for autocraoy.
» * ®

THE example of impertinence and
insubordination set by the C. P.
Civil Servants has not been lost on their brethren
in the U. P. The Leader recently published a cir-
cular letter of the United Provinces I. C, 8. Asso-
ciation which among other things notified the con-
sideration of the following resolution :

{i) That every member of the association be required
as 8 condition of his membership, to undertake to obay
any order which a'general meeting of the association may
decide to issue, or may authorize the commiltes to issue
to the membeors of the association,

{ii) That to enablsa this asscciation to sue the
Secretary of State, either for conpensation in the event
of posts hitherto reserved for or open to the I. C. 8. being
abolished, or for any other relief, this association should
rogister itself as a company under the Indian Companies
Aoct, 1913, and that the central association be urged to do
likwise.

Obviously the " heaven-born Service". has ceased
"to look upon itself as an honoured profession
meant for service. Its members are converting their
associations into labour unions for the purpose of
collective bargaining, declaring strikes eto. Waell,
if the 1. C. S. men set for themselvesnohigher idesl
icspite of their hizh education and attainments,
they cannot complain if the people of India should
treat them only as a lahour force. A threat of the
I. C. S. and other European services to go on
strike, far from frightening Indians, will be quite
wolcome to them. It will give them an opportunity
to prove that the Kuropean servaunts are not in-
dispensable whatever they and Mr. Lloyd George
may think to the contrary. It will also make it so

easy to deal with them as they deserve.
* * *

THAT the fears expressed by Mr.
Innes regarding the evil economio
effects of the prohibition of theem-
ployment of women underground in the mines are
idle, is borne out by the following expression of
opinionby a Europesn manager in charge of several
of the Liggost collieries in the Jharia coalfield. He
writes to us in a private letter : ‘* The sentiments
and proposals in the leading article ( of the
SERVANT OF INDIA of September 7 ) represent, in
my opinlon, the correct attitude for all educated
Indians to take up toward the employment of

*The 1. C. 5. Agaln,

The Employment of
YWomen
Underground,

women underground. There is absolutely no
neoessity for it, and their employment could easily
be eliminated within the next five years without
in any way ecither deoreasing the earnings of the
miners or the cost of coal to the purchaser. In fact,

‘with modern equipment installied in the collieries,

I am certain the price to the purchaser could be
decreased considerably.” We wish the Joint Seleot
Committee appointed to consider the Mines
( amending and eonsolidating ) Bill will look into
this question very carefully, take courage in both
hands and provide a clause empowering Govern-
ment to prohibit women-labour underground within
adefinite and reasonable period of time. The present
attitude of Government on this question is thatof
the status quo,—under the misapprehension that the
key-industry of the country will be disloocated by
the proposed reform.
[ *» *

WE congratulate the U. P, Liberals
on holding a well attended and
successful session of their Provincial Conferenoce
last week at Fyzabad. The Chairman of the Re-
ception Committee, Mr. Parameswar Nath Sapru,
delivered a short address in which he dealt mainly
with the Premier's I. C. 8, speech. He poured ri-
dicule on Mr, Lloyd George for wanting Indians to
assist Britishers in discharging their frust to India,
for looking upon her as ‘an heirloom to be trans-
mitted to generations both born and unborn’ and
for developing his wonderful steel-frame theory.
He made a very apt quotation from Sir Edward
Sullivan who so long ago as 1858 acknowledged
that India, by paying twice as much as any
other country for educated labour and thus attract-
ing British young men, had sérved England as a
very useful safety wvalve and saved her from the

dangers of an unemployed educated class.
* » u

The 0. P, Liberals,

Me_ Misra’s Presie 1N his Presidential address Pandig
dential address.  (3,karan Nath Misra took a broad
survey of all the important occurrances of the year,
and sketched a programme of work for Liberals
in and outside the Council, Cunsidering the
change of policy fthat has set in at Whitehall
after Mr, Montagu’s resignation, it is not sur-
prising that Mr. Misra should have a’ivogated
sterner opposition to and more diseriminating co-
operation with the Government in the Councils.
He rizghtly laid the greatest stress on the need
for educating the electorates, which work, owing
to the excepticnal nature of the times, has
not hitherto veen sufficiently attenled t». The
address breathed a broad-minded spirit of tolera-
tion and expressed a willingness on the part of the
U.P. Liberals toco-operate with politicalupponeunis
whare there was no conflict of principles. But we
are not sure that those political vpp uents will re-
ciprocate Mr. Misra's frieudly feelings or resist
the temptation to exploit opportunities for party
purpuses, The resolutions generaliy followed the
lines of the pre<idential address. One of them ex-
pressed grateful thanks to Mr. Montagu and
another deprecated the interference of Waitehall
with Simla where the Indian Guvernment and the
Legislature were in agreement.
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TREATY OBLIGATIONS.

IT would be difficult to conceive of an occasion
which would have afforded less intrinsic justifica-
tion for the exercise of the Governor-General's
certifioation power than the one on which Lord
Reading now wishea to persuade us that the treaty
obligations on which the Government of Tndia had
entered with the Indian Princes loft him mno alter-
native but to use this exceptional power,

In the first place if the Government of India felt
that they were bound in honour to give to the
Princes the kind of protection from attack in British

e Indian newspapers which they had provided for

themselves, they ought surely to have enlightened
botb Houses of the Legislature betimes on the exact
wording of the pledges to which they had been
committed. That there was a special need for en-
lightment on this score cannot be denied, for till
at least July of last year, when the Press Law
Committee’s repor was signed, the Home Member
and the Law Member themselves were unaware of
any such commitments. They must be held o be
upaware of the pledges, for the only alternative
assumption possible is that they were deliberately
oblivious of the treaty obligations, which imputa-
tion no one will make against them. The Vicercy

...~ himself treated the question last year, not as one

which could have only one issue in view of past
agreemaents, but as one to be decided on abalauce
of considerations. -'If at the very fons et origo of
official information ignorance on this point pre-
vailed till such a late period, the Government of
India could well have foreseen that in unofficial
quarters that ignorance would reign supreme, if no
speocial efforts were made to dispel it by placing
before the Legislature the ipssissima verba of the
agreements which bound the British Government
to give protection to the Indian Princes. Not only
was no suoh effort made, but the Bill was brought
in towards the olose of the session, and when it
was at last brought in, there was no oitation from
the solemn documents which, inthe view of the Gov-
ernment of India, would for all reasonable persons
olose the question. '

It is no wonder that the Legislative Assembly
conoluded from the Home Member’s speech that
no prima facie case had been made out for the
Bill. After this it certainly came as & bolt from
the blue for the Vioceroy to have adopted the
extreme procedure of sending the Bill to the
Counoil of State over the head of the Legislative
Assembly, seeing that the treaty obligations which
were recently discovered in the buresux of the
Government of India had not yet been made
known to the Legislature. If the Princes were to
remain for some time without protection on that
aocount, he should have realised that the fault
would have been that of the Government of India’s,
The Princes who had had no protection for so
many decades past, in spite of the existence of the
troaties which are now interpreted to imply an
imperative obligation, on the part of the British

QGovernment, to afford them protection, could surely
have afforded to be without this protection for a
year or two more, till the Legislature had been
placed in full possession of the facts and had been
able to judge of the nature of the pledges. In any
ease there was not the shade of a shadow of excuse
for rejeating the motion for an adjournment of the
oconsideration of the question to the January
gession of the Counoil of State. But the Bill was
rushed on the plea of Mr. Thompson that “ very
serious apprehensions might be created in the
minds of the rulers of Indian States, if we don’t
take action at once.” But have the members of
the Government of India and the Viceroy any idea
of the apprehensions that this action wiil cause in
the minds of the British Indian subjects ? Any-
how, even if the Assembly had given leave to intro-
duce the Bill, the Bill would not have passed into
law this session. What then could be the objection
to adjourning the further consideration of the
measure till January ? It is very strange indeed
that in face of such an unreasonable attitude on
the part of Government, only one member of the
Council of State should have opposed the passage
of the Bill.

After all, what are the treaty cbligations, as
geteout in the Legislature, which necessitate the
jmmediate enactment of the Bill ? Our comments
on this point are subjeot to correction, on'a re-
farence to the official proceodings when published,
but the Associated Press of India reports only one
gentence in Mr. Thompson’s speech which elucida-
tos the nature of the treaties. * As regards the
treaty obligations, Mr. Thompson stated that there
wore groups of twenty States, which had long-
standing treaties providing that there should be
perpetual friendship, allisnce and unity of interest
between the two parties from generation to genera.
tion, and that the friend and enemies of one would
be the friend and enemies of the oth.r,the principle
underlying these terms was one of reciprocity.”
If such a vague and intangible contract is to be
interpreted into an obligation on the part of the
Government of India to extend to the Princes of
India the same protection which they have given
themselves, wa for our part have no objection,
provided only that this reciprocity similarly
enables apd indeed obliges the Government of
India, as it should, to require the Princes to
introduce into their states the same form of
Government and confer on their subjeots the same
rights and privileges as they have themselves
done. If, because the British Governmeni have
pledged their friendship to the States, they are
bound to give them the protection against news-
paper oritioism, which they enjoy themselves, the
States in their turn should bebound, by the unity of
interest, to adopt the same prinoiple of administra~
tion in their States as is provelentin British India.
1f Pripoes have reason to be apprehensive of the
danger of journalistio oritios living in the adjoin-

ing territory, British India has reason to be ap-
prehensive of the autocracy of her neighbours,
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Protection oannot be given to the former and do-
nied to the latter. In this view of the matier, we
not only do not objest but gladly accept the
interpretation which the Government of India are
rlacing upon their treaty obligations, and we shall
be willing to give to Indian Princes immunity, not
only from seditious writings but from seditions
speeches as well. And we eannot understand why
the Government of India should feel that they are
under an obligation to protect the Princes only
from writings of a seditious character, but not from
speeches of like nature. They will prgbably reply
that they are merely restoring to the Princes the
proteotion which they once enjoyed but which the
repeal of the Press Act has now denied to them.
It may be so, but if the Government have passed
the present Indian Princes Protection Act because
the treaties made such a measure necessary, the
" same treaties should make the Governmenf of
India bring forward another bili protecting the
Princes from seditious utterances on the platform.
We on our part, as we have said above, would be
quite ready to give this twofold protection, if it
enables the British Government and the British
citizens to require the Princes to remodel their
policy'to suit modern times, But the present non-
intervention policy has all the vices and none of
the virtues of such a course. No one will be 80ITy
if it gives place to a policy of mutual help. The
people of India have mnot the least desire
of throwing to the winds “ solemn freaty obligae
tions. ” But surely, they have every right to in-
sist that such obligations must be not merely
unilateral, but bilateral.

FEMALE AND CHILD LABOUR IN MINES.
PAST ATTEMPTS AT LEGISLATION.

THE first coal mine was opened in India in 1820,
and yet for the next seventy years the Government
gave no thought whatever to the restriction of the
working hours of coal or ether miners or to the
prohibition or regulation of the employment of
women and children in mines. However, the In.
ternational Labour Conference which met in Berlin
in 1890 in a sense forced the Government to take
this question in hand, for although India was not
represented at this Conference and was not bound
by ite decisions, the Government naturally felt
that ‘* it must ocbviously accord to them the very
greatest consideration; and if it departs from them
should do so on the clearest evidence that they
apply to social and labour conditions which do not
exist in India."* The regulations adopted in the
final protocol of the Berlin Conference contained
the following, among other propositions =—

(1) that children below the age of fourteen
years in northern countries, or below that of twelve
in southern countries, should not be admitted to
underground work in mines; (2) that women should
not be allowed to work underground; (3) that

. * 8ir Charles Rivar, Member in oharge of the Indian
Mines Bill, in the Viceroy's Council, on March 20, 1899,

children below fourteen years should not work
(above ground) more than six hours a day and
should be exoluded from unhealthy or dangerous
ococupations, or should be admitted to them only
under protective conditions ; and (4) that the work-
ing hours of women ( above ground )} should be
limited by law and further restricted in respect of
particularly unhealthy or dangerous occupations.
In order to ascertain if any of these regula-
tions were inapplicable to Indian conditiona, the
Government of India borrowed the services of one
of H. M. Inspectors of Mines in Eogland, Mr.
James Grundy, who was appointed the first Inspec-.
tor of Mines in India. Io his first report, for the
year 1894, Mr. Grundy recorded his conclusion
that there was no immediate urgenoy for the pro-
hibition of the underground labour of women, as
this labour was not empioyed in those extremely
cruel conditions which obtained in England when,
in 1842, the prohibition of women from working
below ground in mines was s&nacted, and as
labour was slready scarce and the prohibition,
lessening the number not only of women but *‘ at
least temporarily * of men as well, owing to the
family gang system of labour which is in force,
would injuriously affect the mining-industry which
was then in ifs infaney. Mr. Grundy therefore re-
ported that “ it would be a very untimely act to
now prohibit females from working in mines."”
The word *“ now *’, which was italicized in the re-
port itself, is very important, showing clearly that
it was Mr. Grundy's opinion that some time after
it would not only be advisable but necessary to
put an interdict on the employment of women on
underground work. At the same time Mr. Grundy
felt it necessary to issue the warning that * tak-
ing the sum total of women's work they appear fo
do more work than most men, for they have fo ack
as the servant, bearer and provider to the men, and
so in various ways work a greater number of hours
in the day,” thus implying that a statutory limita-
tion of the working hours of women was essential,

_as recommended by the Berlin Coaferencs in the

fourth proposition quoted above. In regard to
child labour, Mr. Grundy recommended the prohi-
bition of boys under ten years of age and girls
under 12 years of age from being employed either
below ground or on the surface, and, further, the
prohibition of all young children below these ages
from being in the mine at all under any circum-
stances.

The mere appointment of 8 Mining Inspector
filled the mine owners with alarm; they denied
any regulations tv be necessary even for the pur-
pose of securing safety in the working of mines
and they declared that though the mining industry
would acquiesoe in regulations of this kind, they
would oppose tooth and nail any legislative inter-
ference with the labour force. The Chairman of
the Indian Mining Association went the length of
saying that “ Government would aot far more
equitably, if, instead of scheming to protect our
labour against us, they sought to protect us against
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our labour.”* The Goverement of Iadia, finding
that they would sncounter an organised opposition
on the part of the proprietors of mines, appointed
in May 1895 a Committee to go into the question
of & Mining Act for India. Oa this Committee the
Government was represented by only two mem-
bers, whiie the mining interest had a representa-
tion of threa. One could well imagine what the
recommendations of & Committes, composed as tg
its maj.rity of the representatives of mine-owners,
would be like, in regard to what one may call the
labour provisions of the Mining Aet. And, true to
anticipations, they reported that o labour provi-
.. sions of any kind were desirable ] We will give
a fow extraots from their report :—

The Committee are unanimously of opinion that at pre-
sent at any rate, there i8 no necessity for Interfering with
the labour of women below ground.

As regards the question of prohibiting children from
working underground, there is not gquite the same un-
animity. .. In small collieriem the prohibibition of
children wovid mean stopping the women from work, as
if children were pot allowed to work, it would be impera-~
tive to stop them from beicg taken balow at: ail, and the
wife with children would have to stay at home %o look
after them inatead of accompanying her husband below
ground, and the work now done by women and childrea
would have to be done by men. It wouid alse mean an
additional expense. ... The general opinion is that the
work does not hurt the children, and that the parents as

e well as mine owners Would objeot if their labour wers

interfered with, and the Committes are, therefore, of
opinion that there is no need for any interferemce with
this clans of labour. Any interference would mean in-
ereased cost to the owners and the consumers and a loas
of ocmforts to the children and the parents themselves.,

The Committee think it quite unnscessary to make any
rules shout hours of work, The workmen are very inde-
pendent, corning and going as they like and resting a great
deal when in the mine.

The Government of India was naturally not
satisfiad with these oonclusions, especially because
“ the two important subjeots of the employment
underground of women and goung children were
not expressly referred for the consideration of the
Committee”’ -who, however, lightly touched on
both. It, therefore, referred the Committee’s report
to Local Governments for opinion, and. on the
opinions thus received, formulated its own pro-
posals regarding the health and well-being of
labour embodied in clauses 9 to 12 of its Mines
Bill of 1899. It was proposed in this Bill to pro.
hibit the employment below ground (above ground
work being stili allowed) of children under the age
of ten years, and the admission below ground of
ohildren betwoeen the ages of four and ten. It will
be observed tbat the Bill, in respect of the provi-
sions regarding ohild labour, fell short of Mr,
Grundy's recommendations, as he had recoms-
mended the .prohibition of ali labour, below
ground and above ground, of boys under ten
and girls under twelve, With regard to women
and to ohildren between' the ages of ten and
fourteen years, it was mot proposed to go fur.
ther than to take power by rule to prohibit, res.

" % Firss Annual Roport of the Inlpnocor of Mines in India
dar the year 1894, p, §

-of age.

triot or regulate their employment underground if
in any olass of mine this was found to be expedient.
It waa fell that, though no genera) prohibition was
demanded, it was necessary, where the family
gang system did not prevail, or where the mine
was dangeroas or very deep, or the work very
laborious, to forbid or limit the employment of
women and children; and this could be met by
giving power to Governments to make rules to
that effect. These provisions, though they went
beyond the recommendations of the Mining Com-
mittee who adopted an attitude of blank negative
on the subject, followed in the main the final re-
commendations ‘made by the Government of
Bengal after a very careful survey of the subject,
and Sir Charles Rivaz, in moving for leave to
introduce the Bill, declared that these provisions
were considered by the Government of India * fo
represent the smallest amount of protection which
should be efforded by law to these classes of workers®,

But the labour clauses in the Bill, though, in
the eye of the Government, they constituted the
minimum protection required in the eircum-
stances, were not unnaturally demounced by the
Indian Mining Association, and the Select Com-
mittee which sat on the Bill modified them *in
view of these objections* taken by the Associa-
tion, in the direction of whittling them away. The
Bili, as originally drafted, absolutely prohibited
young children between six and ten years of age
from being taken down the mine; but this was
altered in the Biil as amended by the Seleot Com-
mittee. In its new form, the Bill left it to Local
Governments to prohibit the admission in any
mine of children over four and under twelve years
But such a prohibition could be ordered
only * under certain very special circumstances,”
i, e. if by reason of the depth of the mine, or of the
difficulty of ingress and egress, or of the nature of
the mining operations, or of insufficient ventilation
the personsal safety or physical health of children
in such mine is being, or is likely to be, impaired.”
At the same time the amended Bill raised the
minimum age below whieh a child may not be em.
ployed in a mine from ten to twelve years. Where
power was taken to prohibit or regulate the em-
ployment of women or children, ample opportuni-
ties wora given in the amended Bill to mine-own-
ers to prefer objeotions.

Even these prohibitory provisions, softened as
they were in the Select Committee, raised a panic
among the owners of mines, and the Government
wore deiven to lower still further the scale of regu-
lations, whioh they had first proposed to the
Council as the bare minimum, by way of proteo-
tion of mine workers, With the object of
allaying the alarm felt by the proprietors of mines
the Government decided to remit the Bill once
again t0 a Select Committee, 80 remodeiled as to
render the work of emasounlating the labour clauses
of the Bill easy. From this seccond Seleot Com-
mittee, however, the Bill emerged with the labour
provisions not emasoulated, but entirely eliminai~
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ed. All the clauses, which gave any manner of
protection to the work-people, were consequentiy
struck out of the Bill ; and children were defined
as persons under the age of twelve (instead of
fourteen) years. Ounly the inspecting staff was
invested with the power of prohibiting the employ-
ment of women and children if such employment
was considered to be immediately dangerous t> the
life or safety of the persons employed. Also power
was taken to frame rules in order to prohibit, res-
trict or roegulate the employment of women and
ohildren whera employment was attended by such
danger to the life, safety or health of such women
and children. But this was less even than an eye-
wash, for no rules have yet been framed during the
twentyone years which have elapsed since the
passing of the Act.

The Government of India must have no doubt
folt intensely humbled to have first announced their
immutable determination to afford at least as
much protection to the mine workers as was-con-
tained in their original proposals which waere
backed by the Government of Bengal, the province
most concerned in the question, and then to have
allowed the proposals to suffer a progressive re-
trogression at every subsequent stage, so that ulti-
mately the whole of the modest measure of protec-
tion offered by them was sorapped and all the
labour provisions eut out of the Bill. The Govern-
ment went to the legislaturein sackcloth and ashes,
and, profuse in their expressions of repentance for
their hardiness in proposing measuores in the in-
terest of labour, implored the employers to accept
the Bill shorn of all labour clauses and only em-
bodying provisions calculated to secure safety in
the working of mines. But the mineowners, seeing
the Government ready to yield all along the line,
abandoned their former position of accepting the
safety clauses and contended that no regulations
of any kind were needed in India. The Govern-
ment then saw their mistake of giving in at every
step to the proprietors of mines, and finding that
thoe sacrifice of labour interests on their part had
not succeeded in placating the employers, were
forced to take up a stern attitude in order to have
some kind of mining law, truncated as it was by
the execision of labour provisions. Lord Curzon
administered to them a severe reproof, and at last
succeseded in enacting a law, but whatkind of lIaw ?
It will be well to quate the candid worde of Mr.
Smeaton, himself an employer. He said, with a
view to persuading his brother-employers in ae-
cepting the measure: * The Bill now before the
Council [after it had undergone retrograde changes
in the Select Committee on two occasions] is in
fact a totally new one, It is in effect a reversal of
the old Bills in principle and in many of their
substantive provisions.”* Surely a reversal it was,

*+The prohibition of employment or admission of children
and women has been swept away altogethet. The age limit

has bsen reduoed from fourteen to twelve years, The powe r to |

interfere in wages, hours of labour, and measurementn of tagk
bave bsen brushed aside aliogether.

' hours during any congeoutivs ssven days.
Works Act, 1911.)

The Inspentor is re- |

for in introdueing the Bill, the member in charge
had said with much unction, that if labour provi-
sions were sliminated from the Bill ** defenceless
olasses must go without protection, " which he
would not ailow, and this is precisely what he did
in the end : he let “ defenceless classes go without
protection. ” It was indeed a most ignoble
surrendaet.

LABOUR PROVISIONS OF MINING LAWS.

TreE Imperial Mineral Resources Buteau is publishing a series
of volumes on "The Mining Laws of the British Empire and of
Foreign Countries.” It haswo far published three volumes:
on Nigeria, West Afrioa and South Africa. We extract from
themn the labour provisions in force in these colonies, whioh
will perhaps intorest the reader in view of the proposed
amendment of the Mining Aot :—

NIGERIA,

No labourer may be required to work for more than 10
hours a day, and every labourer must bs allowed to break off
wark for two hours during the day and also be allowed adeguate
time to obtain fuel and to prepare his food in the -evening.
(Master and Servant Regulations, 1917.)

No woman or girl, and no boy under the age of fourteen
years, may be employed in any underground working. (Safe
Mining Regulations, 1817, )

THE GOLD COAST AND ASHANTI

The agreement which is eniered into when engaging
employees for work on minas provides for a maximum 10-hour
day for six days a week.

* Women may not be employed on night work in any in- .
dustrial undertzking. ( Employment of Womea Ordinance.l
1913.

SOUTH ATRICA,

No person may employ undoerground on any mins a boy
apparently under the age of sixteen years or any female.
{ Mines and Works Act, 1911.)

No person apparenily nndar the age of sixteen years may
work in or upon any mine longer than sight hours during any
consecutive twenty-four hours, or longer than forty-eight -
{ Mines and

The honrs for underground leborar of adults is eight hours
for the day, or forty-sight hours for the week, such hours
being exclusive of the houra occupied in going to or from the
working place. ( Mines and Works Aot, 1%11.)

OUTMANOQEUVRLD.

SINCE your last issue one has read press reporis
from various sources ( mostly Anglo-Indian) about
what went on behind the scenes at Simla, after the
Assembly on that memorable Saturday had re-
fused leave for the introduction of the Protestion
of Princes Bill. Colour is certainly lent to thess
repoits by what ean but appear as ourgilded cham-
ber’s complete subservience to, and utter pliability
in the hands of, Governmenf; and knowing,
ag one does, the independence of at least some
members of that Council, one can but conolude,
from the stifling of even such voices, the oconsum-
mate skill with which all were stampedad into a re-
gulax panioc and as to the bigh pressure brougnt to

legated under the new Bill fo what he raally ought to be-a
ministerial officer-and his aots are absolutely subjact to the
oontrol of the Committeas... All powers now reside prastioal-
ly in two representative bodies, mamely, the Qommittes and
Mining Board-" representative, 1 e,, of employers and un=
repressntative of employees.



OCTOBER 5, 1922.]

TS E SERVANT OF INDIA.

427

‘bear upon them in the white heat of the moment's
-excitement.
If correspondents’ reports ocan be trusted, it
-would geem, that, no sconer had the Assembly re-
fused leave to introduce the Bill, members of gov-
-ernment, posing aa the Assembly's friends, “more in
-gorrow than in anger,” upbraided members of the
Aassembly for having made a regular mess of things
:and stultified themselves completely. Working on
‘their feolings in this way and shedding ecrocodile
teare about such publio exhibition of parliamentary
ignorance, the wirepullers—so one was told—had
-almost got the members of the Assembly ready to
do any penance demanded, if only they wers
‘allowed the supreme boon of going back on their
vote. It is of course impossible for an outsider to
-know the truth of the pioture thus presented : if
-one ig inclined to believe in the suocess of the

-manceuvre in the ocase of quite & few members of.

‘the Jower chambey, it is, because one has got the
faot before one, that every jack member of the
upper chamber (bar one) on that hectic Tuesday

-did behave a8 he did, and that none of them could
have spoken and voted differently, if they had been
under such a spell, as deseribed to us by some of
thesa oorrespondents.

If such are the lamentable facts, it was indeed
providential that no ingenuity was able to discover
8" parliamentary method whersby the Assembly
«oould demonstrate its eagerness for salf-abasement.
‘S8aved against their will, saved they were anyhow;
.and however unedifying the unanimous surrender
of the Counocil of State, the Assembly at least will
not have to live down the fact of being on record
a8 on oocasions capable of losing their heads com-
pletely. Personally one is ready to believe that the
-majority of the Assembly's members wera not quite
a8 sheepish as these correspondents made them out
to be : anyhow, second thoughts have soon become
wocal and the return from the giddy heights of Simla
«{ 8o dangerous to persons suffering from -climbers’
wertigo | ) to the matter of fact plains of sober com-
monsensee, has completed the change where change
+was needed.

And removed from the influence of official
qnesmerism, what are the actnal facts? Ieave is
asked by the Home Member to bring in a Bill, the
necsssity for which nobody could have deuied
more trenchantly and ocogently than Sir W. H.

Vinoent himaself in the Press Aot Committee’'s Re-
port, signed by him (and by the law member, the
Hon'ble T. B. Sapru, who was its Chairman) only
-one year ago. This Report, the considered and
unanimous report of nine members of the legisla-
ture, including two of the most important minis-
ters, had explicitly “ considered the further gques.
tion as to whioh, if any, of its provisions should be
retained by incorporation in -other laws™;
oularly, * wnether the dissemination of disaffection
against Indian Princes through the Press of Bri.
tish India should be penalized in any way; and
they had come to the conoclusion, without a single
dissident voios being raised, that “ we do mnot

parti-

think that we should be justified in recommending
any enactment in the Penal Code or elsewhere for
the purpose of affording such protection.” (Italics
mine).

In the face of this considered verdict, a Bill is
now to be presented to the very Assembly which
had just repealed the Press Act of 1910 on the
strength of this report—presented by the very mem-
bers of Glovernment whose contrary opinion was
frosh in the memory of all members. Was ever
legislature more entitled to refuse leave to int-o-
duce a bill, than the Assembly on this ooccasion ?
What tactioal mistake was theira? Everybody in
India is fully aware of what lies bshind such a
* Protection of Prinoces Bill”: what them more
appropriate, than that the Assembly, truly repre-
senting in this the public opinion of the whole of
India, should have sternly refused to have any--
thing to do with it ? The mistake was not theirs
to refose leave ; the tagtics of the Asaemi)ly wers
not faulty : what was the absence of all tactics and
the very bankruptey of methods, was for the Gov-
ernment to go back upon its own words and policy
and to discover itself in 1922 “bound by agree-
ments and in honour ”, when in 1921 it had told
the Assembly that it had considered the alleged
* obligation of the Government of India to protect
Indian Princes from such attacks,” but did not foel
" justified in recommending any such protection
in the Penal Code or elsewhere,”

Not having any case at all to put before the
Assembly ; and then to make members believe
that it is they who have given away their case, is
surely a8 master stroke of finesse/

But if these tactios and this fines e were ap-
plied too late in the case of the Assembly, they
unfortunately were applied only too suaccessfully
in the case of the Council of State. There official
suggestions were so potent, that theysufficed to stifle
every independent voice for amendments or even
for a mere postponement, There were dark hints
as to the dreadful thing that should happen, if the
Bill was not consented to as it stood; was u.
consented to then and there. The deplorable spey-
tacle of an Assembly Which had already made an
exhibition of itself was painted in vivid colours;
the urgency that this chamber at least should re-
trieve the parliamentary dignity of the Indian
Legislature was flatteringly expatiated upon. And
50, seeningly, the Council of State sat stock-still,
fasoinated like the provarbial rabbit by its would-
be devourer, the snake; hypnotized and as in a
trance, the house withdrew all motions for amend-
ment or postponement, and meekly and obediently,
lest greater evil befall them, consented to tha
Bill ag laid before them.

Yot what greater evil could have befalien
them? What if the second chamber also had
thrown out the Bill? Would the odium om the
Governor-General’s foroing the Aot through been
a groater or alesser one ? What if the Bill had been
oarried by a mere official majority, with the rest
ntrenuously protesting: would that have made the
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present task of the Governor-General before Parlia-
ment easier or more difficult ?

Yet, as if under a magioc spell, the Council of
State became paralyzed in all its members and ap-
parently failed to see the obvious and transparent
fact, that must now be patent to every one of them:
viz, that by suppressing every gesture even of
dissent, as they had been asked to do, they pro-
vided the Government of India with the very ocase
they had hitherto been lacking. For what will
happen now when the Act lies on the table of the
British Parliament ?

To justify the passing of the Act with an
Assembly dead against it and & "Council of State
ounly in its official majority for it, would clearly
have been no easy matter; but now, the position
is changed. The Secretary of State will patroniz-
ingly refer to the Assembly as having been in a
hurry to get away for the holidays and as having
in & fit of temper or parliamentary ignorance
refused to listen even to the reasons for bringing
in this bill~~reasons so cogent, that they wers able
to convince the whole Council of State, who had
had the sense not to refuse leave to hear them’
Never surely therefore was there clearer necessity
laid on the Governor-General for exercising his
right of “certifying” the Bill under Sec. 26 of the
Reform Act than in this case, when admittedly the
reasons for the Act were so overwhelming that
nobody could vote against the Act, nnless he were
deaf—or elee had refused to hear these reasons.
And so on and so on—

Holding all the trumps and then to throw
them all away !

Outmanoeuvred !

OUTSIDER.

A LETTER FROM LONDOUN,

{ FroM OUR OWN COBRESPONDENT.)
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 194, 1922.
INDIA AND BRITISH TEXTILE LABOUR.

THERE was held recently at Blackpool a con-
ference of the United Textile Workers’ Associa-
tion. Among the numerous matters under diseus-
sion was a loug report presented on the relations of
India and this country, partieularly in connection
with the indian import duties. It poinfed out that
the Secretary of State for India had explained 'to
the Indian Legislative Council that as Indis now
had Home Rule she had full control of her own
fisoal arrangements. It may be said incidentally
that it i extremely improbable that Mr. Montagu,
who is olgviously referred to, ever made any suoh
explanation as that attributed to him. It had,
however, been represented to the Council of the
Association by certain Labour M. P.’s that politi-
oal and religious agitation had aroused a state of
{eo_lmg in India that was most inimical to Lanca-
shire trade, that Lanoashire goods had been burned
in,p\_xbl}c places, and that if Lancashire was to
regain its trade with India this feeling of hostility
must be tu_mad into one of friendship, The state-
_ment continued :—"“We recommend that a public
‘declaration be made on behalf of the textile
workera of Lanocashire that not only are we in
favour of the encouragement and development of
self-government in India, but are also in favour of

peace with Turkey which will give to the latter
country self-control in her own territories, provid-
ed that she gives a guarantee that the rights of
minorities will ba safeguarded. By these means,
and these alone, we believe that India ocan be
pacified and the Indian people made friendly to-
warda us. Wae desire to draw the attention of the
Couneil Legislative (?) to the fact that not only
India but the whole of the middle East is at
present unfriendly, and that the consequences of
our foreign policy, if it be pursued in the future
on the lines of the past, will inevitably lead to a.
catastrophe for the Lancashire textile workers
which is terrible to contemplate.”

Mr. Tom Shaw, P. M., moved a resolution
urging the Goverament to make friendly repre.
sentations to the Indian Legisiature with the view™y
of obtaining favourable reconsideration of the
duties imposed on Lanocashire cotton goods
imported into Indias, “bslieving that taxation is
prejudicial to the interests of the consumers.”

. There was nothing, he said, to prevent it being re-

presented to the Government of India that this tax

was not only unfair to Lancashire but that it did

not benefit the Indian worker, though it helped  to-
put more money into the pockete of Indian mill.

owners, who were already making tremendous

profits. Mr. Joseph Cross, the general secretary,.
declared that the whole position in India had

changed since the cotton workers of Lancashire

approached Lord Morley to get an improvement in

the Factory Acts of India. The result of their

offorts, he claimed. had been beneficial to the

Indian cotton operatives. To-day he consider” -
that it would be advantageous to the cotton

workera in both countries if an eftort were made to

oreate a friendly understanding between them.

It might even be desirable to send & commisgion.
to Bombay and other cotton centres in India with

that object in view, and in the meantime to send a
deputation, representative of every cotton district

in Lancashire and the adjacent counties, to the-

India Qffice and the Government. The resolution

was carried unanimously.

There is no doubt that Lancashire _is greatly
alarmed at the falling off of trade with India.
But the textile operatives here would be less sub-
ject to suspicion if they had protested, in the
interests of the Indian consumer, against the
taxation imposed in favour of Lancashire by the
Indian cotton excise duties befora Mr. Cham-
berlain, during the war, imposed a countervailing
duty on imported cotton goods for revenue purposes,
There is another point that does not seem quite
clear to the Lancashire textile workers. They
bave no more right to make even f{riendly repre-
sentations to the Government and people of India
than, for instance, to the Government and people
of Canada, in the interests of the consumer. It is
not known that the idea of making such
roprosentations in the case of any self-gov-
erning Dominion has occurred to them_ or
that it has been acted wupon, for obvious
reasons. 1t is not without significance that such
representations should be made in the case of &
competitor still, to some extent, under the tutelage-
of the Home Government. Moreover, it is certain
that, in course of time, and without the adventi-

‘tious aid that Lancashire has had through the

excise duties, the Indian mills are likely to pro-
gress and the Indian cotton industry, for owners
and operatives alike, to prosper. L_nncash_lre is
bound fo feel the consequence of this, and it wiil
huve nothing whatever to do with either political
or religious impulses or even economic hostility.
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" _All conneoted with the Lancashire cotton industry
muet be made to understand, once and for all, that
"they cannot be allowed to interfere any longer
with the natural development of India’s main
industry, after agrioulture. Their present attitude
is & remnant of the not yet defunect view that the
tropical colonies and dependencies are plantationa
to be exploited in the interasts of the British capi-
talists and workers. It is exaotly this message
“that the special correspondent of the * Manchester
“@uardian ” has recently been at pains to deliver
“to the British people, and why he regards tue key
to the situation in India, and for that matter, in all
. those parts of the Empire which, like Ceylon, are
-soeking for fuller freedom of expression-lies in
" this gountry, @
LORD MESTON ON IMPERIAL CITIZENSHIP

Lord Meston has usefully improved the occea~
sion of the sessions of the British Asscciation by
-delivering an instructive address to the members
-of the Eduoational Secfion on * Imperial Citizen-
ship . He made a powerful appeal to the British
public to feel its responsibility in regard te India,
‘the people of which, he said, must be induced to
feel thet we were committed to assist in the
advancement of India towards a real and nota
merely ceremonial partnership in tbe Imperial
federation. He dealt with Imperial oitizenship
a8 an ideal and an emotion, and also as & status.
Imperial oitizenship as a universal status within
the Empire did not exist., It was limited, both
goographically and ethnically, owing to the con-
" &:ete faot that certain white communities in the
Empire refusing to permit members of other or
non-white communities to live aiongside themon
terms of oivie equality. Unless we could find some
means fir handling the demand for a common
standard, the result would be increasing embar.
rassment in our task of Imperial unity. There
‘would certainly be a growing lack of spontaneity
-on the part of the claimants in their response to
future Imperial calls upon them. The qualifica-
tions for full Imperial citizenship were, he said :—
{1) the attainment of a similar type of constitu-
tion ; (2) submission to & uniform system of admi.
nistration ; (3) the acceptance of a common code of
Jurisprudence. He made no excuse for taking
India as the type of those higher races to whioch
the status of Imperial oitizenship was a question
-of practical politics and immediate interest. It
was the stratum of our Imperial section of the
world whioh was nearest our own in its civiliza-
tion, traditions, and philosphy, and India’s com-
manding position in our commerce and foreign
polioy raised the question of her status into the
first rank of importance. The issue had, he stated,
only recently become acute. After referring to
the history of the Indian Labour emigration and
its consequences, Lord Meston deolared thav the
‘belief was general in India that helotry and not
oitizenship was the status designed for Indians in
geveral of the British territories. Aa a result of
Ingia’s part in the war, the whole question rose to
snother level, It was asked why India should
not participate in the new world of freedom, justice,
and emanoipation for the weaker nations, which
wa were fighting to establish. British statesmen
had answered these demands by certain formal
aots and deolarations of recognition of India us a
partner in the Imperial federation, but when
indian politicians came to translate those cere-
monial courtesies into the terms of practiocal citi-
zenship, they found themselves face to face with a
different interpretation of India's status in certain
of the Dominions and colonies. The test case was
that of Kenya. He was of opinion that if Mr

Gandhi’s movement should ever prevail, the work
of Britain in India would be largely undone and
India’s Imperial value greatly impaired. Against
such a calamity there were soveral kinds of in-
surance, but the extention of Imperial citizenship
was ocertainly one of them and not the least pro-
mising, It was more than a step in social progress.
It was & paramount political necessity. At this

.orisis of ite fate. India needed guidance and in—

gpiration. While valid objeotions to the indiseri-
minate extension of the privileges of ocitizenship to
Indians might exist, how were wa to satisfy India
that we were not actuated by selfish prejudice or
racigl hauteur ? It is curious tonote, from thesum-
maries reported, that Lord Meston does not appear
to have alluded to Mr. Sastri's pressnt mission to

Auestralia, New Zealand and Canada, nor does he

seem fo have included the Die-hardsin the cate-
gory of those who would deny to Indians, whether
within or outside India, equality of civie status.

He did, however, make a practiocal suggestion or
two. He thought that in those parts of the Empire

where the question of Indian emigration or settle-

ment was conbroversial, there should at once be a
perfeotly frank discussion of tha issues between

Indis and the Dominien or Colony concerned, and

if necessary an impartia! inquiry by some such:
tribunal as a Royal Commission, Anything would
be better, he remarked, than the present long—dis-

tance bombardments between the India and Colo-

nial Offices, with the unessy feeling that the '
British Cabinet could stop the actionif it wished.

It may be remarked here that, so long as the

Colonial Office itself does not implement its obliga-

tions under the resolution of last year's Imperial

Conference, its bona fides will econtinue to be

suspeot not only in India, but in those territories

which are under its immediate jurisdiction. It is

intereating to learn that, in the resumed negotiations

batween the two departments on the Kenya ques-

tion, Lords Peel and Winterton have been actively

advancing the Indian point of view.

. MR. SASTRI IN OANADA.

Meanwhile, better news ocome from Canada
about the progresa of the negotiations between
Mr, Sastri, on behalf of the Government of India
and the Canadian Cabinet. It was recently report~
ed not only that the British Columbia Government
had refused to give ear to Mr. Sastri's representa-
tions, but that the Dominion Government, under
Mr. Mackenzie King, had returned a somewhat
tepid answer. Mr. Kipg, in view of these reports,
has written a letter to Mr. Sastri, whioh he hLas
had published, and in whichhegives the assurance
that at the earliest favourable moment the Govern-
ment will ba pleased to invite the consideration of -
Parliament to Mr. Sastri’'s request that Indians
resident in Canada shall be granted tha Dominion
Parliamentary franchise on Lterms and oonditions
identical with those which govern the exercise of
that right by Canadian citizens generally. The
subject, adds the Canadian Premier, is neces-
sarily one whioh Parliament alone can determine.
It will be submitted to Parliameat for con-
sideration when the Franchise Law is under re-
vision. In conveying to the Government of India
an expression of the aititude of the Canadian
Government in this matter, Mr. Bastri is requested
to make it clear that at the present time in eight
out of the nine provinces of the Dominion, the
federal franchise is already granied to resident
Indians on terms identical with those applicable
generally to Canadian citizens. The explanation
of this letter seems to be that in eight out of the
pnine Canadian Provinces Indians duly qua}iﬁed_
are granted the Provinciai and the Dominion,
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franchise on equal terms with other Canadian
oitizens. In British Columbia alone neither
franchise is granted to them and the Provincial
Government has refused tfo undertake any altera-
tion in the law in response to Mr. Sastri's request.
Under the Dominion constitution, the Dominion
Parliament will not interfere in the matter of the
Provineial franchise of British Columbia, which
is deemed to be a matter of local interest, but it
may and will be requested by the Dominion
Government to amend the law to enable Indians
in British Columbia f{o exercize the Dominion
franchise for the Canadian Parliament.

MISCELLANEA,
Mr. SASTRI'S SPEECH IN FIJL

THE following are extracts of Mr. Sastri's speech at Suvas
delivered on the 29th of July last, when & oivic receptions
attended by the Governor, was held in his hosour by the
Mayor of Suva. We are indebted to Mz, C. F. Andrews for a
" report which appeared in the Pacific Ags:—

There is no time for me to wrap what I have to say in
euphemisms or pleasing phrases, I shall only speak just as, I
think, I bave ventured to do elsewhere. The Mayor was, a
minute ago, pleased to describe me as a good citizen of the
Empire. I believe I can claim that honour. (Applause,} I
I have a great faith in the Empire and its mission. I have, at
the same time, an ides of its purpose, which perhaps some who
oall themselves Imperialists do not entertain. I think of the
Empire, not s0 much as to ita past, but as to its
future, for there are many things of desp import—some
of our most radical ideas, some that have concerns with the
very roota of life—which have been entirely changed since the
war asg, in a flash, the danger to the British Enpire has been
made clear to people, and, as in a flash, its strength in trial
has been displayed ; and I am proud to think that, when tae

need did come in all its insistence, the people of India forgot -

their little grievances and stood by the side of the white popula-
tion for maintsining, not merely the material glory of the Em-
pire, but for sustaining its moral and spiritual basis. ( Ap-
plause.) Now that the trial has passed away, and the Em-
pire haa come out stronger within itself than ever before, it
rests with us citizens of the future, no less than of the past, to
see that all that might make for weakness in the Empire is
eliminated; that everything that may tend to keep pecple
from people within the Empire, should, if possible, be set aside
meroilessly ; and that the Empire shonld stand a guarantes
for ever of peace and goodwillamangst the people of the world
and of civilisation. ( Applause.) When we keep in view this
very great end, the paramount need of maintaining the Em-
pire on its moral basis, ail petty considerations, such as we
have hitherto bugged to our bosom, must give way, sectarian
interesats, bowever long standing, ought to have no considera-
tion. Community should welcome community forthe British
Empire so stands by public declaratious which c¢annot be
neglected ; the British Empire now stands for the uuion of
rages, for the coming together of different civilisations, for
complete brotherhood, so far as it is possible to establish it
betwoen the East and the West, between the coloured and the
colourless populations of the Empire. (Applause.) That is w by,
during the war and after the war, statesmen of the Empire
have met in anxious coosultation. Indis, now reoognised to
ba an equal partner in this mighty politioal orgarination.......
“Aal told you before, we are strong enough, I think, and
most of us are brave encugh, to talk candidly to one auother.
Thers ia no use in o onsulting one another's susceptibilities in
mattera where the truest interests of the Empire ars concerned,
oand I will therefore spenk out what ls not ooly in my mind,
but 8lso in the mlnds of the Government of Inoia, whose
commission I am proud to bear, for the time being. Now, the
Government of India are faced with pelitical dificulties in
India, of which I could wish that their compatriota 4n the
XDominions had a clearer Idea and 8 mors vivid perception

than they seem to havo shown 20 far. The difficulties in that.
part of the British Empire are of a tromendona order. Indians
have settled in various parts of the Empire, in solf-govern.
ing Dominions, in Crown Colonies, in Protectorates of ons
kind or another; ic every one of those places outside India, it
is true to say, alas, that the Indian is not yet treated as an
equal subjeot of his Majesty. There are many disabilities,
many eubtractions from his citizensbip, and, in some places:
which I will not name, there are even humiliations and ia-
dignities heaped upon him, As I said before, in India theze
thinge are now, more than ever. watched with meticulous
ecare. Indisns have one characteristio in common with other
peoples, in that they have a certain amount of pride. To be
told, sometimes in 80 many words, sometimes indireotly, that
theyiare but an inferior component of the Britannio Common-
weoalth, does not improve their tomper. They are not loothu_l
by any means when you tell them, as you did, “You are d <y
people whom we do not propose yet to admit to complete
equality, you are a people of a subordinate status, of a diferent
oivilisation ; we cannot assimilate it.”’ I am not here to say
that ¥ equality " and “ brotherhood ™ are ideas so simple and
easy that you have only got to soncunce them, that you have
only got to put them down on paper in documents, and they
will be renlised. People’s minda have to be changed, and
inper conversion to real Christianity has to take place
amonget those who hnve hitberto held the power, held the
privilege, hsld the first place, to the exclusion of others. [t
is not the work of a day, it takes some time, it will take some
education; but I am one of those who believe that the ocurrent
now gets in the right direotion ; I am one of those who be-
lieve that, even in the most unpromising piaces of the British
Empire, since the war, there is a recognition that there is a
higher law of the Empire, a deeper significance in the Ejo-,
pire’s mission, a higher and nobler purpese which the EiY
pire has still to fulfil, and of which every Britisher has to be
the vehicle in spirit, as well as in words. I am, therefore,
full of hopes that, when the wishes of the Government of India
in this matter be identical with the wishes of the people of
India, and when the wishes of the Government and of the
people of India are known, I am happy to think they will not
be set aside any more with light hearts,

In Australia and New Zealand, I found a sympathetio
reception of this message. My message was this: “That
there must be, as early as passible, a fulfilment of the resolu-
tion that the 1921 Conference of Empire statesinen passed,”
«... Now that polioy is the removal of disabilities existing
on Indians lawfully settled and the admission of them to the
full rights of British oitizenship, the same as other clasSes of
bis Majesty's loyal subjects. It is that that I went to plead
in Australia and New Zealand ; it is that that I will plead, in
the course of a fow weeks, in Canada ; and I will tell you just
this thing, that, when I placed the case before the peopls of
Australia and New Zealand, while the (Government: were,.
naturelly, not able to commit themaelves and give me definite-
promises, I found everywhere amongst the various classes.
complete approbation of my sentiments, the profoundest sym-
patby with the views of the Government of India, and the
most enoouraging recognition of the olaims that I put forwerd
on behalf of Indians.

I know only too well that thero are parts of the Empire
which have hitherto been run on a basis of inequality. There
the problem, therefore, ig a little reore difficuls than elsewhere
and I am perfectly willing to recognise, for my part, that .
this work of breaking barriers between communities is not an,
easy work: but all I ask is that sverywhore to-day there must
be a hearifels admission of the end in view ; everywhere to-day
thers must be a readiness to adjust arrapgements so that the -
mareh towards that goal should begin immediately and proceed
ceaselesaly until the end ia attained. When I say * must, "I
mean that that is the requirement of the Empire, for what are-
the words used by the oonferenceto which I have just reforred
The worda are; *in the interests of the solidarity of the
British Enopire.” No words from me ure raquired to put a
gloss on that expreasjion-—* in the interesta cf the solidarity
of the Britannic Commonwealth.” It means that it is feit by~
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* people all over that the continnanoce of shis status of inequality’
* -of this basis of privilege on one side and obligations only on
the other, if continued, would mean danger to the Empire,
would mean the beginning of an unhappy state of things which
no pyople whatever ought to nee for one moment. As I told
. You before I know human nature is the same in Iodia as in
Hagiand. and everywhere, I know it is very difficult to part
from rights and privileges, and immunitiss and special advan-
tages ; bug if it is necassary to do 8o in the [nteresta of the
Empire, I think that one is entitled to ask that even that
sacrifles must be cheerfully borne for the make of one greas
political organisation, which alone can guarautse peace for
humanity in the furure, which alone can guarantee the genuine
soquisition of those ideals, for the great teschers of humanity
tave always stood for those ideals of equality and brotherhood
“which, within the Brisish Empire, are often seoularly describ-
+ +wd 88 one law, the same opporsunities for all, the fullest scope
within the Empire and under the Union Jask for every man
and every woman to develop himself or herself, acoording Lo
the endowments with which God has pleased to start them in
life. Ifall are equal fu religion, all are equel in & ocertain
-sonse within the Enpire. Not to recognise it ia to ron gountsr
to the requiraments and teachiug of all religions, and likewise
algo to forget the higher purpoae of the Britjsh Empire.

Too many of us are apt to give & theoratjcal recognition
to these ideals, to say “ Yes, but let it be twenty years hence,
when [ am dead and buried ; let everything start with another
generation, let the prosent generstion goon as it does'™; but
that ls where the difficulty of 1ndia, the special message that
I am comminsioned to bear, comesin. I am to exhcrt you, on
the one side and on ths other, vo exercise patience and mutual
#ympathy, and to put the best that is in ¥ou inte this work of
‘A0 plete understanding aruongst the component parts of the
Britisk Empire, and to do it as soon as possible. As I said,
tho full achisvement may take time, but there i no excuss for
-<causitg any delay, for merely putting off things for another
generation, fur I know this, as a student of Indian history that
-over since Her Majesty Queen Victoria took over the adminig.
tration of Indin, [ndisns have been aocustomed 0 hear and
road the finest sentiments. Bohool boys of three generations
ago In India were told that the Unjon Jack, wherever it flow
meant ootinued progress towards British idoals of equality
and justioe and brotherhood, 8ubzequently time after time,
toyslty, and autherity derived from royalty, has prooclaimed
4nd repeated thqse pledges to us; they have been very slow
in fulfilment. Bometimos it seemed to us painfully slow, some-
times, alas, it seemed to ua that thers woere statesmen who
evel went go fu}' 48 to say that thege ideals are osly for orone
meatal decoration in putlie despatohes ncd that they are ot
mennt for actuat fult ment in private life, in daily administra.
tion, in the conilu-t of tha various Govornments, Tuat, howa
over, is no liuger the ovase; it is now admitted everywhera
that these are the true ideals, and of all the things that have
<coationally exto-ted my admiration amongst my own paople
this has ex:orted the most admiration, the patience that
Indians have sbown nuring these many decades while thess

_ideals ware «nly slowly fuliliing, the hope that thay have not
allowed -to dis within th ir breasts that one day these ideals
are going to be ~otual ties, and not mersly copy-book maximsg,
That will stand always in the judgment of any historian, how-
-aver prejudio d, that will stand always to the oredit of the

Indian peoples.

Even now, doring thn progress of the great non-co-opera-
tion movement, which thr atened far more perhaps than ever
¥ou suspectud, even nos when the Indian Nutiopal Congress
the other duv threw over «h. words “within the British Em-
pire,” who wns it that kept Ind a stilt on the right side? You
would be saconished to beur that it was Mr. Gandbi. While
‘B greal part of uiv fullowi g insisted on the adoption of
violent me1hods, they likewise insisted that ths creed of the
greatess pu'itio ] organisation in India should be so altered as
to permis their taking India out of the British Empirs intc the
-wilderness of palitios, into the regivn of chaos and anarochy,

for they said, *we prefer that we shall be allowsd the freedox
40 ruln ourselvus, we prefor that to an existencs on a suhb,

ordinate footing within the British Em»>ire,” It was Mr.
Gandhi, from whose politics I differ very much, who used his
personal influenve and advised his followera not to be so rash,
for the said “whatever you say of the British Empire, I know
one thing." (apeaking as though. I were Mr. Gandhi, for a
tninute ) “I am sgainst all government in the universe; I do
not like one person to control another and to bhave govern-
mental power over him ; nevertheless, I live under the British
Government, because I believe that, of all human governments

“the British Empire governs the least.’” That mesans that,

within the British Empire, the individual citizen enjoys more
real freedom of movement and action than the individual
oitizen enjoys anywhere, even under Governments which are
said to be more demooratio. It is a great asses that British
statesmen have to-day ; it is a great asset, this belief in the
ideale of the Empire, which dominates the minds of the people
who have great gricvanoes in India, and who feel that, fn the
seeking of the redress of these grievavoes they may take a
drastio atep ; even they, however, are willing to learn that the
best jnterests of India lie witbin the British Empire; that
the glory of the British Conastitutionis that by peaceful and
oonstitutional means exelusively it ia possible for a people, to
rise from the status of a mere dependency to the level of p
self-governing dominion., Do not, by anything that you do in
any par of the Empire,shake 1hat confidence, 6r undermine it,
I pray you ladies and gentlemen, on whom rests the future
polioy of the Empire, remember that each one of you has to
be the vehicle of the higher spirit, of the nobler mission of the
Empire, and not any longer to wish the continuance of the
lower ideals of the more material order.

Nowa word to my Indian fellow subjects exolusively.
May I tell them that there is an inexorable condition
which must be fulflled before this mighty work of
changing the basis of Empire from one of domination to one
of equality oan be fulfilled ; it is 2 great and mighty work, to
which statesmen have to address themaselves, and they cannot
do is, they cannot march steadily from step to step, unless
they are assured of our complete loyalty to the Empire and ity
ideals. If, as often as power is transferred in India to the ra-
presentatives of the people, they use it s0 a8 to sonvinge
gtatesmen that the extra power, the additionsl status, the
improved position and privilege will all be used only for the
good of India within the Empire, then their work will be conti-
nuous, their work wilt be a pleasure, and in no long time our
efforts will be crowned with success. I will therefore ask them
to exercise the patience, the good faith in British ideals, whioh
they have shown so far, for all things under Providence come
to those that wait, that believe, and that allow Providenoe tg
work its ends in its own ways, avd in its own goodness of time,
Do not listen to those who come and advice you, now and then,
to try your own hand at reconstruction, topull down, destroy
oreate chaos, in the hope that out of chaos somebudy else
will oome and build you up acosmes: it never will ba done.
Within the British Constitution it18 possible te changa all
things slowly und gradually, without adopting revolutionary
methods, That is the glory of the British Constituticn abuve all
other Constitutions. While great improvements ars possible in
other political organisations only through revolurion, through
violenoe, through disruption, by the British Constitution
it is possible to be affected by shavge of opinion, by continual
politionl education, by mutual consultation, by compromise. or
by the exercine of mutual forbearancs and mu-val gundwill.
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