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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

IT is with a sense of poignant regrat
that we learn of the impending re-
signation of Dr. Sapru for reasons
of health. The news of his appointment to the:
Law Membership of the Governmecrt of India was '
received by the country with mixed feelings, for’
the gains of responsible office were counterbalanc-.
ed by a serious loss to public life, but naw there is
no one who will not sincerely regret his $esigna-
tion. Not that the oalls of publio life are now less
clamant than before ; if anything they are more so
But there is such a great need for a man of Dr.
Sapru’s stamp to be in the Government of India at
this moment. His ability is universally acknow-
ledged ; there ia hardly ever any legal talent lack--
ing in the holders of the office. But—and we
mean no disparagement to his predecessors when.

Dr. Baprau's
Resignation,

we gay it—that none of the Indians who preceded |

him in the Government of Iandia could help in
shaping the Government's policy in the liberal
sense so much &8s he by his character and taot suo-
oeeded in doing. He admirably seconded the.
efforts of the Viceroy at this end and of Mr, Mon-!
tagu at the other in implementing the reforms
snd the policy of ‘conciliation generally and per.
formed the functiona which an Indian adviser isi
expeoted to perform to the best possible advantage.’
We wonder if be is not influenced in taking the step!
he proposes to take by the feeling that, after Mr,:
Montagu's fall, his sphere of wusefulness is
oircumsoribed ¥ But it is surely just at this
jupoture, when reactionary forces are gathere
ing atrength, that there is need for the
one Executive Counocillor to whom more than to
any other the liberal policy was due to remain aﬁ

;| ed of mon-co-operation.

his post. The ‘non-dfficial ranks will no doubt be
greatly strengthened by Dr. Sapru’s relinquish-
ment of vifice, and we can only hope that his sue-
cessor will join to ability that sovereign quality
which is required above everything else in an
Indian mémber—~character.
, . . »

IN the matter of persuading non~
"};‘::’,‘,"{',’QE‘::,",’,‘;, co-operatora to enter the Councils,

our good friend of the Indian So-
cial Reformer is busy making the worse reason
appear the better one, It is being represented to.
them that the sbandonment of the boycott of
Couneoils is in consonance with the Bardoli-Delhi
amondments of the non-co-operation programmae,

| 4nd that there is mo. harm but much good in Con-
| gressmen forwarding the revised programme
through the Coumnocils.

The worat defect of this
method of persuasion lies in its utter ineffective=
ness; it can never persuade those who really care
for non-co-operation, and those who do not care
for it are not m need of such an excuse, for they
do not mind oonfasslng that they have now weari-
Mr. Rajagopalachar has
no difficulty in proviog in Young India that the
“revision” of the non-co-operation programme in
the direction of entry into the Councils, etc, cante

“garried out (only) at the sacrifice of prineiple.”
“Mahatmaji suspended the aggressive activities of our
movement,” says he, “but it would be m grave etror for
anyone to suppode that non-po-operation has boen given
up and social reéform haa replaced it in the non-co-opera-
tor's programme. There is 8 whole world of difference
between mcoial reform -on the nom-so-operative plan and
sarried cut for the non-vo-operater’s enda, and seocial res
form oarrled on and effected with she ides and by the corn-
pulsion of & system we should abstain from co-operating.”
“As goon as we find that the system co-operated with is
an evil system, it becomes our morai duty from the mo-
ment to withdraw our co-operation, Non-so-oporation in
this aspect is an abaolute duty, not merely a policy or
method of attaining any object. This duty is imperative

~ and doss not depend on politioal expedlency or theory.™
In this view of the matter, even if persistence im
the present line of action should mean “immola-
tion on the funeral pyre of non.co-operation,” non-
oo-operators have no choice, unlesa of course thoy
abjure the underlying principle of the movement,
as we wish them to do. That Mr. Rajagopalachar's
interpretation is the only one possible for a non-co-
operator or a Congressman can be proved by the
text of the Delhi resolution itself which says that

| “the All-India Congress Committee wishes it to be

understood that the [Bardoli] resolutions of the
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‘Working ‘Committee do nof mean any abandonment
of the original Congress programme.” No one who

‘accepts the Congress polioy ocan enter the Coun- |

oils or resume legal practice unless that bedrook
position is expressly changed, and our only hope
e that the Congress will do it.

» - »
A STORM of indignation is raging
“Whydoyou in the mnon-co-operation ocamp
against Messrs, Natarajan and

Jayakar at present. The former has offended them
by his continued tirades againstthe movement even
after he rejoined the Congress and accepted the
Vice-Presidentship of one of its constituent bodies.
This honour was evidently supposed to be offered to
him as a reward for what seemed to them his conver-
gion to mon-co-operation. Instead they find inhim
as convinced an opponent as before : only he can
‘now level his attacks from within and therefore
more effectively. The ery is therefore heard from
all sides: “Why is he, then, in the Congress if
his attitude to non-co-operation has not changed
by & hair's-breadth ?” forgetting that the non-co-
operators themselves addressed a general invita-
tion to all to join the Congress, irrespectively of
their opinions. Evidently the non-co-operators
did not expect thus to be taken at their word.
The attack against Mr. Jayakar is as undeserved
as that against Mr. Natarajan. Mr, Jayakar is
acoused of forsaking his principles in resuming
the practice of law, whereas the fact is that he has
only now again begun to act upon them, On the
other hand, Swarajya asks why he renounced prac-
ticeat all if he did not believe inthe Congress pro-
gramme. It thinks that he should not have done
so even es atribute to the personality of Mahatma
Gandhi. It says i—

No one who does not sincerely believe in the creed of
non-co-operation sbouid allow sentimental considerations
to force him into ite ranks, There is always the danger,
as is evidenced in the case of Mr. Jayakar, that the
mental conflict may unfix him for work altogether, or may
even react to such an extent that he may rebel against
the party which he had sought to merve. One in the
position of Mr, Jayakar, who does not believe in non-co-
operation, but at the same time is anxious to serve it in
his own way, is often a hindrance rather thnn a help,
‘We would certainly welcome it if every one, in politics as
in everything else, followed the dictates of one's con-
polence.

It is indeed very hard to be told, after undergoing,
against one’s better judgment, sacrifices whioh few
persons genuinely inspired by the faith of non-co-
operation are prepared to undergo, that one is only
a hindrance to the movement and that one had
better follow the course approved by his judgment.
The advice secems ungracious, but is nonetheless

true.
- ™ »

THE influence which any success
that may attend Mr. Sastri's mis-
gion in the Dominions will have on South Afrioa,
Kenya and Fiji is well understood in the Dominions,
though it ia little understood in this country; and
in faot the Australian statesmen seem to be chary

Smuts and Churchill.

of giving the franchise to the Indian settlers chiefly
for the reason that it may foroe the hands of South
Afrioa and Great Britain, If nothing is dooe in

the meanwhile by theose two countries, it is likely

that we shall find, as Mr, Polak says in the June
Indian Review, that Australia, New Zealand, Canada
and India will be ranged on on¢ side and South
Africa and Great Britain on the other. In this
connexion Mr. Polak drags into the light of day
the part played by the representatives of the two
countries which are now making trouble, at the
Imperial Conference of last year behiad the scenes.
Hoe says:—
“ The Conference was at one time almost wrecked and
India disastrously isolated by the combined opposition of
General Smuts and Mr. Churchill. The former, on general
principles, was oppofed to the recognition of the dootrine
of equal citizenship for she non-white peoples of the
Empire, Moreover, whatever his personal views miht
have besn, he could not, without express anthority from
the Union Parliament—which he would be unable to
obtatn eave at the risk of splitting the Union from end to
end—commit his Dominion %o the new dooctrine, since the
conatitutional law of two provinces: of the Union [ the
Transvaal and the Orange River Free State] was based
upon the positive and explicit denial of the doctrine. The
Trangvaal Grondwet, or fundamental law, expressly provi-
des that * there shall be no eguality between whits and co-
loured either in Church or,in State.” Mr. Churchill sup-
ported General Smuts, not 80 rauch because he thought
South Africa right, as because, if the new deotrine came
to be adopted, it would, if honastly enforesd, put an end to
the carser of the Colonial Office as the central bureau, at
the heart for the Empire, for the exploitation of the tropi-
oal landsg of the Empire in the interests of British munu-
facturers, capitaliats, and other privileged olasses. ™
It may also be mentioned that General Smuts
and Mr, Churchill—or rather Mr. Churchill and
General Smuts—conspired with the object of exlud~
ing East Africa as well as South Africa from the
scope of the resolution of the Imperial Conference,
though eventually both these “ statesmen™ were
in Mr. Polak’s words, * cutgeneralled and defeated
by the Indian delegation,” This explains Mr
Churchill’s Kenya poliey, which would indeed,

‘again to use Mr. Polak’s larguage, * evacuate the

( Tmperial Conference ) resolution of all its virtue,
both in the spirit and in the letter,”
hd * L ]
THE Church Missionary Review of
Gislsof Moders  Jypg contains an- informative arti-
cle by Miss L. L. Shaw explaining
the present position of female education, ete.,in
Japan. For the last fifty years Japaness women
have been receiving common school education,
with the result that the majority of them ate lite-
rate. But it must not be supposed that, because
education is compulsory for six years for both
boys and girls in Japan, the present generation of
éifls'there are on the same level with boys in the
matter of elomentary education. Like Mr N.C.
Kelkar, who unabashedly sought to disoriminate
in favour of boys in Poona two years 2go, the Ja-
panese also believe the boys to have a more impor-
tant future from the economic standpoint, and
consequently “the percentage of boys of primary
sochool age being sent to school by their parents i
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- much higher than that of girle.” Proof of it is
supplied by faotory statistios: “of the total num-
ber of child workers under 15 years of age, 18 per
cent. are boys and 82 per cent. are girle.” The
secondary education imparted to girls in middle
sohools is inferior to the one imparted to boys:
*“their text-books and courses are arrapged on a
much lower scala than those of the boys.™ The
secondary school course of five years takes the stu-
dents up to a Jevel which would correspond rough-
1y with the standard set up by the Oxford and
Cambridge Junior Local Examination. Beyond
the middle schools there are no Government insti-
tutions open to girla other than the normal schools
and the Academy of Music, and the Government
is reluctant to finance the advanced education of
girls as compared with that of boys. Still, much
progress is being achieved. The marriage age of
girls ia also advancing from sixteen to the early
twwenties, and the publio sentiment is growing in
favour of greater freedom in marriage. At present
marriages are arranged by parents with the help
of a middle-man. Usually the young couple are
allowed to see each other onoce before the betro-
thal, but sometimes they do not meet until the
marriage ceremony. Opinion is also becoming
strong for the abolition of concubinage, the geisha,

and pubie prostitution,
» »* »

WE would draw special attention
of the reader to the important
announcement in ** Bitabaldi’s " article which
appears in this issue in respect ofthe Government’s
decision that “ the assignment for Railway

Raliway Police.

Police should be continued to be made to the

- Provinces until the expiry of the present contract
with the Companies,” The iflfMtice of saddling
the Provincial Governments with the expenditure
on Railway Police, a considerable. part of which
ought in fairness to be borne by the Central
Government which annexes all the receipts from
Railways, was ventilated in several Councils, and
in none more effectively than in the . United
Provinces Council by Pandit Kunzru., On the
merits of the question the Finance Member of the
Punjab, S8ir John Maynard, explained that the
Railway Police fall under three heads: orie section
deals with orime, another with order and a third
with watch and ward; that the charge for the
orimé_ueotion is a proper charge against the
Provincial Government and is borne by the
Frovincial Government ; the charge for the watch
and ward section guarding property which belongs
to the railway or whioh belongs to persons who
have antrusted it to the railway ass a common
carrier is properly a charge upon the railway,
which the railway does pay; and in regard to the
police required for the maintenance of order, a
large portion of it is charged to the railway and
the Government of India make & large allotment
to the Provineial Government on this account in
consideration of the police who are working on the
Company's lines.

ANTI-ASIATIC CAMPAIGN IN S. AFRICA.

THERE is no trace of exaggeration in the descrip-
tion, by Messrs. Andrews and Polak, of the situation
oreated in South Africa and East Africa Ly the
anti-Indian raocialism of the European settlers.
In a previous issne we reforred to several Bills di-
rected against Indians in the Provincial Counecilt
of Natal. One of them—the Township Franchise

‘Bill—passed through its third reading on Junel

and is now an Ordinance. It deprives Indians of
the franchise—the only oivic right which they pos-
sessed for nearly forty years. And the manner of
of the deprivation is such as to add insult to
injury. They were not even given an opportunity
of tendering evidenoe before the Seleot Committee;
only they were given a chanoce of stating their case
by conusel before the Bar of the House of the Natal
Provincial Council,: Indians availed themsgelves
of thie chance and had their oasa represented by
Mr. William Doull, who made a most temperate
and yet an exceedingly persussive statement. The
latter, however, made no impression on the Couneil
and the obnoxious Bill.has now become law.
The injustice involved in it will be fully realised
when all the facts of the case are taken into account.
The Indian community now represeats something
like one-half of the population of Natal. To these
Indians Natal is practically their home, and if
life is made intolerable for them there, they have
no country fo which they can go without the moss
serious hardship. Does the South African Govern-
ment owe any obligations -to these people at all?
Most emphatically, the Government owes obliga-
tions to them. For they are all descendants of the
first immigrants who came over to South Africa,
not of their own motion but at the express invita.
tion of tha South African Government who even
went 30 farastohold out inducements to them by an
offer of frée grants of land to settle’in the country.
The present descendants represent the fourth gene-
ration of Indisans in Natal. It will be agreed that
such a people no Government can dispossess of the
franchise without a disregard of its obvious duty
towards them. It is universally admitted that
mavy of the industries that are now flourishing
in Natal are built up by the Indians, and thus
the present prosperity of the colony is in large
measura due to the very people who are now be-
ing robbed of their franchise. Now, is there any
oolourable excuse which can be put forward in
justification of the measure depriving a little more
than’a half of the whole population of their vote
at one stroke ? Is it alleged that the Indians have
abused the right extended to them or exercised it
in such a way as to be detrimental to the interests
of the Europeans? No, it ia not even allaged that
such is the oase. As a matler of fact, Indians
have often negleoted to register themselves as
voters or to oast the vote after registration. And
in no oase has the exercise of the vote ever
been influenced by racial prejudice. Mr, Doull
cited, in this connexion, the instance of the Town-
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ship Stranger, which has & population of 75 per
cent. Indians and 25 per cent. Europeans and may
therefore be considered an Indian centre. Here
Indians have never conspired to keep out the
European candidates and return only Indians. On
the contrary, in that particular Township none but
Europeans have ever been elected tothe Local
Board, And a similar state of things is found to
exist everywhere.
evidence, nay, of any allegation, of the prejudicial

uge of the franchise, it is obviously unjust that

they should be deprived of their elementary right.

The Orcinance is indeed calculated, in Mr. Doull's |

words, to “crush them utterly and make their lives
intolerable in this country.” ‘

Mr. Doull reminded the Natal Provinocial
Council that this was a matter of far-reaching cor.-

sequence, and that the Council ought to take note

of these consequences before giving their sanction
to this Bill. Hoe said :—"At the present time the
question of Townsghip franchise is of compara-
tively small importance to the European, but if

to bring this as a further grisvance before the Gov-
ernment of India. That they will have a griev-
ance will certainly be considered by the Govern-
ment of India, and what is to-day a comparatively
trivial and unimportant matter may lead to grave
complications between the Imperial, Home and
possibly the Union Governments. The removal of
this right, practically the last right of the Indians
in Natal, will be keenly felt by the Indians. If it
is reported to India the matter is bound to be taken
up thera. We should know the -conditions with
which the Imperial Government has to contend.

Here we will have a further cause for genuine

grievance, and I wonld urge upon you that no
valid reason has been given for the taking away
of a right which will probably cause grave Imperial
complications.”” The Council has now in its un-
wisdom passed the Ordinance and has given an
additional cause for grievance to the Indian com-
wunity. If the Governor-General of the Union
withholds his assent, then nothing further need
be done; but if he gives his assent, then the
Government of India must come to the rescue
of the Indian settlersin Natal and, although the
Colonial Office may offer opposition, press the ques-
tion home even if it should “cause grave Imperial
complications” and thus bring the Natal Gov-
ernment to & realization of its Imperial obliga-
tions and of its obligations in the name of
honour. The Township Franchise Ordinance is
not the only Ordinance egainst which the Govern-
ment of India will have to combat. Three or four
other Ordinances inflicting like disabilities upon
Indians will follow close on the heels of this Ordi.
nance, Together they will surely form a big
enough question to justify the intervention of the
Goverpment of India, for they amount practically
to the squeezing out of the Indians from South
Africa., We trust Lord Reading’s Government will

In the absence, then, of any

| been also made more difficult by the

——

move at once and with an unalterable determina-
tion to obtain justice for Indians.

HINDU WIDOW’S POWER OF
ADOPTION.
AMONG the various schools of Hindu Law there
has always existed a very wide divergence of
opinion in the matter of interprating the single
text of Vasishtha on which the whole law of
adoption is primarily based. The question has
“inroads
!wl:uch have been made into this branch of Hindu
La.w by various judicial decisions, which have

| more often than not put an unnatural interpreta-
| tion upon it, partly owing to the Judges’ ignorance

.of the Sanskrit [anguage, and Hindu traditions and
;Partly due to their disinolination to niake a bold
departure from the existing local or provincial
usage, for fear of rousing public opinion against it
‘The law on this point has, therefore, been a.lways
;m a state of uncertainty, and nowhere more so

. | than in Westem India, where it hasbeen generally
taken from the Indian, you may be fully satisfied

that the matter will not rest there, They are bound’

interpreted in a progressive and liberal spirit.
Whenever judicial pronouncements have been
made involving some reference to questions about
the law of adoption, they have been watched with
iacute interest by the public. The Privy Council’s
judgment in the case of Yadav v. Namder which
‘has been fully. reported in Vol. XXIV, pp. 609 to
623 of the Bombay Law Reporter is a decision of
this character and makes a distinet, though wel-
‘come, change in the existing law relating to a
iwidow's power of adoption in a joint Hindu family.
The views expressed by their Lordshipsin this case
iare bound to give rise to a feeling of discontent
'Lam_ong the orthodox community, which upholds
‘the rights of members of the joint Hindu family,
though such rights may be detrimental to the
deceaged person’s spiritual benefit and the poor
widow's material interest.
_ Thke facts of the case are briefly these. Pund-
lik, & member of ‘a joint Hindu family living in
the district of Akola in Berar, died leaving two
.widows behind him. The joint family consisted
of Pundlik, his cousin Namdev, and his two sons
Pandurang and Rambhau. In accordance with the
‘instructions left by Pundlik the elder widow, with
the concurrence of the younger widow, adopted
Pandurang as a son to her deceased husband. In
the deed of adoption, acoording to the construction
put on it by their Lordships of the Privy Council,
Namdev had declared that he had separated from
Pandurang, though actual partition had nof taken
place, Pandurang died unmarried after a few
years and his adoptive mother adopted Yadav, the
plaintiff in this case, without the consent of Nam-
dev. The original Court held that Yadav's adop-
tion was valid and gave a decree for partition. In
the appeal, the learned Judges of the Court of the
Judicial Commissioner came to the conclusion
that there had been no separation of the joint
Hindu family, and that Pundlik intended that
Pandurang alone should be adopted, meaning
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thereby that no general permission for adoption

was given to the widow. They, therefore, held

that the plaintiff’'s adoption was invalid ir law
and that the defendant Namdev and his son
Rambhau were entitled to the whole of the pro-
porty by survivorship.

Their Lordships of the Privy Connoxl have
reversed the decision of the Appellate Court and,
in doing so, have very exhaustively reviewed
almost all the important decisions of the Bombay
High Court that have any bearing on the law of
adoption as it is interpreted by the western
school of Hindu Law which prevails in the Mah-
ratta counrty of the Bombay Presidenoy and in
Gujarat. Their Lordships’ findings on questions
of facts are that the adoption deed contained
an unequivooal intention to separate by a member
of the joint family and did operate asa severance
of the joint status. They also held that the evidence
suggestive of a prohibition by Pundlik for making
an adoption to him was insufficient to prove that
his instructions were either exhaustive or manda-
tory. Therefore, the only point for their considera«
tion was as to whether * a Hindu widow, in the
Mahratta country of this Presidency or in Gujarat,
who has not her husband’s estate vested in her and
whose husband was not separated at the time of
his death, is not competent to adopt & son to hor
husband without bis authority” or without the
authority of his undivided ocoparceners, In the
present case Pundlik was not separated when he
-died and hence the estate which had vested in
the widow, when she adopted -Yadav, the
plaintiff, as a son to her husband was not his
interest in the joint familywwyb
firat adopted son’s. In debiding this point their
Lordships have reviewed the long arrary of deci-
-gions of the Bombay High Court .dating as far
back as the year 1866 when the cause of Bayabai
v. Bula Venkatesh was deocided by Justices
Waestropp, Tucker and Warden. The onsea of Ramji
v. Ghamau, and Rakhmalai v. Radhabai have
also boen oritically examined and distinguished.
In deciding the points in the appeal before them,
their Lordshipa have tried to find out the original
law of adoption applicabla to the western school
and have attempted to put a logioal and natural
oonstruction upon it. The whole controversy turns
upon the pivot of the text of Yadnyavalkya :
“Nor let s woman give or take & son in adoption
unless with the consent of her lord.” According to
the western school of Hindu Law, this injunction
operates only during the lifetime of the husband,
After his death the widow, who is considered to be
the surviving half of her husband’s body, steps into
his shoes and is competent to exercise the power
of adoption in the same way as her husband, The
widow's power of adoption, aocording to the
western school, is an interest right, which she
possesses by her wifehcod and is not derived from
anybody else. The Privy Counoil's decision in the
present ocase has emphasised onds more the in-
.herent charaoter of the widow's power .as opposed

that of her

to the theory of delegation. If this view Is oarried
to its logical conolusion, justice and equity require
that the power of the widow should be made quite
co-extensive with that of her "husband in the
matter of adoption. This principle has been
affirmed by the Bombay High Court on more than
one oooasion, but it has felt unable to deviate from
local usage. The theory of inherent right in the

. widow is of more than academio interest, and the

present decision of the Privy Council will em-
bolden the judiciary to interpret it in the proper
perspective and make itsapplication more rational,
logical and equitabla than hitherto.

In the present case, their Lordships, after
affirming the nature of the widow's right to adopt,
g0 to determine as fo whether her claim rests
upon the vesting of ber hushand’s property in her.
In the case under decision the property that was
vested in the widow of Pundlik was not her
husband’s but her son's property. Under these
oircumatances ocould she have legally adopted a
son without the consent of the other coparce-
ners? Aocording to the decisions of the Bombay
High Court in the oases of Ramji v. Ghamau
and Dinkar Sitaram v. Ganesh Shivram, she oould
not have done so. Their Lordships have, howsever,
relied upon other decisions which were much
earlier than the ones mentioned above.

In Rakhmabai v. Radhabai the learned judges
of the High Court of Bombay had remarked thus :

Upon the review which we have made of the authorities
applicable in this part of India, we are of opinion that in
the Mahratta country, whersin the property in question
in the suit is situate, a Hindu widow may. without the
permission of her husband, and without the consent of his
kindred, adopt a son to him, if the aoct is done by her in

. the proper and bona fide performance of a religious duty,
- and neither capriciously nor froem a corrapt motive.

This decision has been held to be applicabla to the
present appeal and their Lordships regarded that
in the Mahratta country of the provinece of Bombay,
a Bindu widow can adopt & son to her husbhand,
whether at the time of his death he was joint or
separate, and whether his property was or was not
veated in her as his heir at the time of the adoption.
This decision of the Privy Council has - thus
finally overruled the decision of the Bombay High
Court in Ramji v. Ghamau and Dinkar Sitaram v.
Ganesh Shivram, where it was held that a widow
who has not her husband's estate vested in-her and
whose husband was not separated at the time of
his death was incompetent to adopt & scn to him
without his authority or without his kinsmen's
consent,

The other point, which has been discussed at
great length in their decision, though it was not
directly a point in issue, related to the quesiion as
to when the consent of the busband’s coparceners
is necossary to make the adoption of & son by his
widow in particular oircumstances walid. The
oase of Bayabat v. Bala Venkatesh has been
minutely examined- and the cbservations of
Justioe Westropp have been quoted in exfenso

to prove that tha widow, governed by the Mahratta
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sochool may, without the express permission of her
husband and.without the concurrence of his kins-
men, adopt a son. Their Lordships consider that the
observations of Wastropp J. in that case are not
gonfined to the oases in which the widow wasa
widow of a separated husband, or to the cases in
which the widow was the widow of an'unseparated
husband. *“His observations appear to their Lord-
ships to have been general and apply to either
©olass of cases.”

This decision, therefore, constitutes a fresh
departure from the existing vase law: on the ques-
tion of a widow's power. to adopt in a joint Hindu
family. Tt establishes three main principles, viz.
that the power of adoption is inherent in the wi-
dow and is not extinguished unless by a manda-
tory prohibition; that a widow can adopt to her
deceased husband even'though his estate might not
have vested in her at the time of making the adop-
tion; and lastly, the consent of the other coparceners
is not necessary to make such an adoption wvalid,
The decision undoubtedly increases the power of
a Hindu widow in' Western India to adopt. It re-
affirms the theory of 3 widow’s inherent right to
adopt a son for the spiritual benefit of her husband
which if carried to ita logieal conclusion, is bound
to establish a very sound and just prineciple that the
widow may adopt, wherever the husband eould
have done so.

K. G. LIMAYE.

THE C. P. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
LAST BUDGET SESSION.-—VL

THE only matter now left over for consideration

in this last article of the series is the discussion of
demands in detail. By a coincidence H. E. the
Governor has just passed final orders under Sec.
72 D of the Government of India Aot on the
reductions made by the Council in the Budget at
the last session. The cuts made by the Counecil as
well as the degree of effect proposed to be given to
them can now be advantageously discussed to-
gether.

Before proceeding with the debateon demands,

it is necessary to make one observation here. QOut
of the total number of demands to be discussed and
voted upon by the Counecil only 14 were disposed of
within the allotted days. The rest of the demands,

ineluding such important heads of expenditure as

Public Health, Industries, Agrioulture, P.W.D,,
were voted upon without any disoussion under the

presidential guillotine in the space of about half :

an hour after 5 o'clock. It cannot be doubted that
the non-official eriticism would have been turned

to much better acoount if there had been a sense of

proportion amongst members of Council who took
part in the debate. But there are members—some
of them wise and some otherwise—who are
obsessed with the idea that no discussion can be

complete unless they have had their own say in

‘the matter. The necessary result is of course pro.

longation of debate over unimportant trifles to the

manifest detriment of more important matters that

“have to come after.

Under Land Revenue the most determined
onslaught was made on every seotion of the Land
Records staff. Deputy Directors, Distriot Superin-
tendents and Assistant Superintendents of Land
Reoords and Revenue Inspeotors—none were spar-
ed. Deputy Direotors, now only two in numben,
were abolished, the number of Superintendents was
reduced by half, even the Revenue Inspectors
were thought unnecessary and their number was
sought to be reduced from 418 to 162, though this
last proposal was withdrawn after some discussion.
Was there any one common ides at the back of
the minds of members in seeking.such sweeping
reductions in the Land Records as well as the
Survey and Settlement staff? It may be surmised
that there was, and this none else than the belief
that they were all merely accessories to the
periodical revisions of assessment on land, and ag
such were an unmitigated nuisance causing
harassment all round when .the settlement
period came. Another idea that influenced the
minds of members was that there was too much
supervising work done at present with a resultant
increment year afier year intouring charges. It is
alleged that, in spite of the supervision that is ex-
ercised at present, a good deal of corruption still
prevails. .The preservation of boundary marks,
maintenance of proper racords and even revision of
settlements, ete., it is maintained, should be manag-
ed by the District authorities with some little
extra assisfance if necessary, either temporary or
permanent. The net result was the reduciion of
nearly 214 laks out of a $otal demand for 49 laks,
of which a reduction of about 30,000 is now allowed
to stand. Some reduction in seftloment staff is
allowed, while the retention of one Deputy Director
is considered essential. As regards the district
Land Records steff, H. E. the Governor has now

passed the following order:—

* The work of Tahsildars and Sub-Divisional Oﬂicerg is
inoreasing and their oontrol of land record work becomes
proportionately weaker.; on the other hand, the public is
always demanding better control of the deld staff and
a higher standard of accuracy in the records. Unless the
superior supervising staff is maintained, at full streogth,
it wlllbe impossible even to maintain the existing standard.
The control by a single officer of the Land Records staff of
more than one district, as suggested by some miembers of
the Legislative Counoil who supported this reduction iz &
physieal impoesibility, and would lead to geriouns deteriora~
tion in the acéuracy of records on which seourity of tenure
and the smooth administration of the Tenancy Act in
large measure depends ; the present staff is not more than
is necessary for the proper supervision of the Patwaris
and Revenue Insreotors, and it is not possible to acoep
any part of thia redustion.” :

Passing over other matters which are not of
much general importanoce to the outside public, we
come to the consideration of items included under

| the heads General Administration and the Police.

Alone amongst all the Commissioners, the Commi-
ssioner of Berar enjoved hitherto the privilege of
having a personal assistant on a salary of Rs. 1000
per month. Speaking generally, the Council as &
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whole has conceived s deep and even violent preju-

.dice against the clan of personal assistants and
-deputies attached to various heads of deparimeats. j

They may be necessary in some rare cases, but in
most cases the ganeral balief fs that they. are not

needed. The attack against them was accordingly

renewed this year and, . in spite of some pas-
sionate pleadings for ‘the retention of the post
~of the Berar Commissioner’s personal assistant
it was reduced, and what is more, the reduc-
tion is not allowed to stand. Similarly Rs.
75,000 wore reduced under the head of Extra-
Assistant Commissioners who correapond to Deputy
Collectora in gle Bombay Presidency. Hoere also
thero is a'goneral belief that there ara too many of
these intermediate officers between the District
officer and the Tahasildar and the motion was
woarried to give conorete expression to that belief.
There are some members of Council who -are pre-
“pared even to go to'the length that the Deputy Collec-
tors as a class shou[d be abolished—just in the same
wayaein the Police department Circle Inspectors
a8 a class are sought to be abolished. This is likely
to be one of the proposals which will soon come
under investigation when the Retrenchment Com-
mitteo beging its work. It is only neocessary to
mention here that the raduction of 9 temporary
Extra-Assistant Commissioners’ posts has been for
the time being accepted. “ It is impossible,” says
H. E. the Governor's recent order,* to determine
without careful examination how far it is possibla
to deorease the number of posts without loas of
administrative efficiency. Government has, how-
evar, decided provisionally to accept the :reduction
and, if necessary, to prevent™m supplementary
«demand under this head at the.August session of
the Council. " -

Under Police the deadset made against Circle
Inspeotors has been already mentioned, but no not-
able reduction was carried. Only information re-
.garding one important point of detail was elicited
in the oourse of debate to the effect that the Liocal
Government was asking the Central Government
to make over to the former the contribution which
Railway Companies were at present making to-
wards the cost of the Polioe supplied for service on
the railways. The Police having been now pro-
vineialized, the whole cost of Police is thrown oh the
Provinces; but the contribution which Railway
‘Companies used to make towards their mainten-
ance was ratained by the Ceniral Government.
The arrangement was obviously unfair; but it is
now satisfactory to note that at the recent confer-
.ence of the Finance Members at Simla “it was
-decided that the assignment for Railway Police
(about a lak and a quarter) should bs oontinued to
‘4p made to the Provinoes until the expiry of the
present oontract with the Companies.” The
arrears for-the last year 1921-22 were also agreed
to be thus surrendered by the Central Govarnment.

-In introducing the demand under Education
{ Transferred ) the Minister mentioned a number
of items indicating a new departure in the polioy

‘session of the Couneil

of his Department. ‘o meet the objection so
frequently urged that the administration was top-
heavy, tha number of Inspeotora was proposed to
pe reduced from 7 to 4, Loeal bodies ‘would soon
have the control of the inspecting staff both for

‘inspection and administrative work. If the lower

inspecting staffl is thus transferred to looal bodies,
Assistant Inspectors will have to be retained for
supervising and controlling their work., The C. P,

University Bill and the Secondary Education

Board Bill would ba introduced at the next
The Primary and
Secondary School Currioula Commitiee had
already made its' report and their recommenda-
tions had in the main been accepted by Govern-
ment, the most notable departurs -now initiated
being that, for purpose of instruction as well as
examination, the two vernaoulars of the Province,
namely Marathi and Hindi, shall be allowed to be
used at the option of the candidates along wiih
Erglish.

The discussion of this and one or two more grants
had just finished when the clock struck 5 p.m. on {6th
March and the remaining motions were disposed of
in the space of half an hour more. One unfortunate
result of this prooedure was that the demand under
Agriculture was cut by Rs. 18,000, “And thereby
hangs a tale.” Mr. Jayawant has just begun writing
a series of articles in your columns on Co-oparative
Finanos in the C. P. Some sweeping suggestichs
have been made by a Committes, of which he was
Secretary, for the reorganization of the system of
oo-operative finace in this Provinece. Some mem-
bers of Council, who happen to be connected
with the Provincial Branch, oconsider .that their
recommendations are a slur on themselves. Thera
is no necessity to enter into these matters just nows
1t is sufficient o say hera that the reduction under
Agrioulture was really aimed at this unfortunate
report, which has yet to be considered by Govern-
ment and no aotion has been taken on it yet. But
the Province has to pay for the precipitancy of the
Counoil and the reduction has been allowed to
stand, as it relates to a transferred subject

The net result of the voting on the budget
was a total reduction of nearly .11 laks of which
about 414 laks have been restored under the
Governor's certifoate. Owing to the large suspend-
od arrears of land revenue which are expected to
be collected this year, some small increase .of
receipts here apd there and recoveries under
Provincial Loans, the current year's budget may
somehow be balanced and proposals for additional
taxation may be withheld for a time, But the
normal revenue position continues to be that of a
heavy recurring deficit. The Retrenchment

Committee asked for by the Council has beem
appointed. If ‘this ‘Committee does its work
thoroughly and satisfaotorily it will make the way
smooth for any turther measures that may be later
on devised for bringing in additional ryeveune, nok
only for meeting the deficit but for undertaking
various schemes of public utility.
SITABALDL
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REYIEW,

INDIAN LABOUR IN MALAYA.

The Planiers’ Assoclation of Malaya: AxNuar REPORT
PRESENTED AT THE 15TH ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD ON JJuwe 2lst, 1922. Kuala

= Lumpur. 1922, 7x5. pp- 95 '

‘Tap little volume jost issued is of a general im-'

portance, not least to us here in India, altogether
disproportionate to its size. It is extremely well
got up, replete with general information of an agri-
culteral, economic and political nature, and—best
of all-——most readable : & great credit both to the
Association and to its author-secretary, Mr. C.
Ward-Jackson, The Association is only concern-
.ed with plantations, i. e. estates of 100 acres or
more, but even on these alone there was in 1620 an
Indian population of 2,386,045 out ofa total of 3,28,-
018 employed directly—which means excluding any
Jabour working under contractors. It is significant
that of the total number of Indians so employed,
65% are males, 257 females and 10°/, children—a
proportion which but reflects the abnormal condi-
‘tions under which the wfole population of Balaya
{(excluding the indigenous Malays) labours. As
regards Indians, it must be borne in mind, thomgh,
that on an average o labourer remains for longer
‘than two years at a stretch in Malaya, when he goes
for a holiday back to his native country. Between
1906 and 1921 there has been & maXimum annual
emigration to the Straits of 1,18, 583 (in 913) and
a minimom of 46,673 (in 1921)—but departures

from the Straits back to India have fluctuated

between 21,879 in 1908 and 70,090: in 1913 : with
the result that whilst on the balance Malaya gained
"a surplus of as many a8 60,368 in 1911, it lost 15,-
878 in 1921—a loss, which is continuing into the
_present year (nett lass for the firet qusrter 4,760).
The last-mentioned phenromenon is of course due
to the violent slump in the staple industry of Mala-
yan agricuiture—rabber, of which 178,310 tons
were exported doring 1821, out of a total world
production of rubber estimated at 2,565,000 tons.
‘The present price of about nine annas per pound is

unremunerative to all but the financially strong and

techrically moat efficient concerns and scheme after
‘scheme is being considered how to force up prices by
restrieting production. None of them promise much
guccess uniess made compulgory by statnte, but any
sach policy has hitherto been vetoed by the Coloni-
al Office.

Nearly five psges of the Report are devoted
‘to what is called * the outstanding feature of the
year”, viz., the Indian Rmigration Act, under
which enigration to Malays will no longer pe per-
mitted from March 5th, 1923, unless by that time
both Houees of our legislature have approved by
resolution of 1ts continnance, This ¢ sinistar act 77,
‘the report continues, thus seems to ‘“ toll the death

koell of tue Kangani system 80 patiently built up.’”

Mr. N. M. Joshi is quoted as disapproving of certain.
tendencies of the Act as obviously restricting the-
legitinate freedom of action of labourers, but.
thongh the political nature of the Act ia animadvert-

ed upon, no indicationis given that our foremost

Labour member in the Agsembly objected to the bill

for,[that very resgon, i. 6. that the individaal

interests of the laboarer are subordicated to political

considerations, and those of doubtful validity.

v¥% There is little doubt, that if the plantation

system of agricnltureia itself is legitinate, Malaya has.
certainly '’ established an honourable and unsullied
record in the matter of the treatment of immigrant

laboorers ” jn the words of the Report, and it is.
certainly ** gratifying to record that the suggestion

to abolish the obsolete penal claunses { from the-
Malayan Laboor Code ) emanated from the rabber

industry itself.”” Thus by Enactment 24 of 1921

the section providing for the punishment of labourers.
who refuse to work for at least 20 days p. m. is
repealed; disobedience to orders is no longer puaish-

able with imprisonment; and, most i'mportant of all,
¢ absconders ” may no longer be arrested.

The Malayan rubber industry, it is worth remem-
bering, has been- entirely built up on free labour; the-
only Indian indentured labourers that ever, came to-
Malaya were intended for the now altogether extinct
sugar estates, which, it is interesting to note, were:
run almost exclosively by Scotsmen from the sngar
estates of British Guiana. Even apart from this, it
is of course in the nature of a hyperbole to speak of
Malaya’s Indisn record as ¢ unsullied "—but as
matters sublonsry go, the eystem as worked in
Malaya is probably better than anywhere else, not.
excluding Ceylon.

If therefore it can be shown that the labourer
himgelf benefits by emigration to the Straifs, it

‘would certainly be wrong to stop him from doing so;.

and the best way of convincing the Indian publie:
of the satisfactory conditions of their compatriots.
in Malaya would surely be the introduction there of
a genuinely Indian Consular gervice, to which most
of the fanctions of the present Labour Department.
of Malaya would have to be transferred.

There is no doubt, that once the slamp is got
over, the rubber plantations of Malaya will strain.
every nerve to attract once more the labour nece~
gsary for full time production, and already ‘having
regard to the fact that apprently insuperable
difficulties will in futare be encountered by
Malayan employers in securing a sufficiency of

‘Indian labourers, an increase of Chinese labour ™

is by the Report described as imperative, as the

‘demand for labour of any kind will be enormous when

market conditions become more or less normal.”
In this connection it should be borne in mind
that this ‘‘Malay’”” Peninsula is already inhabited
to the extent of 45% of the total population by
Chinese and that little short of two lakhs of
Chinese immigrants arrived in Singapore even in
192]1. On estates of course their numbers hitherto
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have been in & disticet minority— 51,650 out of a
rtotal 3,28,018, i. 6. 16% Chinese of the total estate

Tabour, ag agaivet 72/ Indians. Hitherto the main |
objection to Chinese estate lablur has been their |

absolately, though pérhaps not relatively, high rate
of pay : bat if the Indiar sapplyd ries ap, there can be
little doubt that the Chinese will necessarily fill the
‘vacnam thus created. Since thers is little prospect
of the Peninsula becomiog traly Malay, it thus
geens to be only a question whetber this close
neighbour of ours should in foture become over-
whelmingly Indian or should be allowed to drift
-away definitively into the Chinese sphere of influ-
ence. ‘

One hopes sincerely that this aspect of the

matter will not be lost sight of by our legislatures -

when considering rales for emigration to Malaya
-under the new Act. _
H. C. E. ZacHAr1as,

THE WORLD OUTSIDE.

The East and the West of April is an
exceptionally interesting number
of that Missionary Quarterly and
-amongst its articles there are no less than three on
the racial clash—in South Afrioa, Britisk Guiana
and British Columbia. The latter article is a
survey of -the Chinese problem in Canada by an
Anglican clergyman working amongst the Chinese
of Vancouver. The Chinese in the eighties practi-
-oally cleared the whole of the land in those parts
and weze the true pioneers of British Columbia.

Chinese
Colambla.

"The first Canadian-born Ohinesaqﬂfil years old

to-day, but If the province has a Population of
less than a million, it is not becauss it could not
-carry the two or three orores which sush & districs
of this size would ocarry in China or India, but be-
-oause the only people sufficiently industrious and
numerous to people these undevaloped areas, are
‘not allowed to come in. And the Canadians are
not merely bent on keeping the Chinese out, as the
Australians do : they deny to those actually there
-every oltizenship right, they erowd them into ime
possible ghettoes, they close their theatres and Fe-
staurants against them, and, fearing Oriental com-
petiton, they shout wildly of Oriental crime. A
head-tax of 500 is levied on every Chinese immi-
-grant, but, although the Canadian Government
‘made a profit of $17,500,000 out of it during the
last fifteen years, not a oent of this money has ever
been used to ameliorate the condition of the
‘Chinese community in Canada, nor to train them
‘to observe the standards of sanitation and of liv-
ing, generally accepted in Canada and with neglect
of which they are always being taunted. The
whites do not want to assimilate them, but merely
to exploit them, as long as it suits thewm : that, one
is alraid, is the true inwardness of the “Oriental
Problem in British Columbia,” and one can hard-
ly help feeling that the people there who meed
<conversion first and foremost are the ailegedly

Christian Britishers rather than the " Heathen
Chinese.”

THE cable news of the kidnapping
and ransoming of some Americans
‘ engaged in the Mexican Petroleum
Industry comes so & yropos from tha point of view
of the plutecratio die-hards of the U 8. A., thatone
cannot but wonder whether the wholeé affair was -
Teally a Mexican swadeshi dacoity or whether it

was pot perhaps engineered from across the bor-

der. The possibility of the latter can unfortunate.

1y not be ruled out. President Obregon’s Govern-

ment of Mexico, notwithstanding its non-recogui-

tion by the United States, has completely consoli-
dated its power. The comstitution in 1917, which

is now aocepted as the supreme law of the land

throughout the borders of Mexico, was the climax

of & true and radical, because social and economic

revolution, which transferred political power from

the small group, feudalist, capitalist and clerioal,

which hitherto had had the monopoly of govern-

ment, to the broad masses of the people. In parti-

cular Iland was nationalized, either to be speci-

fically leased as in the case of petroleum compa-

nies, or else distributed amongst the tenantry of
sotual cultivators, who hitherto had been held by

the great aristocratic landlords in “peonage”—a

sort of terriforial serfdom as found to-day, e. g.
among the Pulayas of Travancore. (The system

of land bonds with which the Mexican Govern.

ment proposes to indemnify the expropriated

owners of the former vast hacrendas, deserves, by

the way, the serioug atudy of reformers who are face

to face with our own Indian brand of Zaminda-
rism !) In industry, prograssive labour and wel-
fare lagislation has completely curbed the natural

power for evil of capitalism—so that, what with

one thing and another, it is little wonder that the

“property first” rulers of Washington have tried

every means ever since, of upsetting the new re-

gime. For, worst of all, it works! Production is
reverting to the lavel of 1910 ; taxes come in regu-
larly ; the Courts function normally ; Congress
meets and its debates give every evidence of com-
plete fraedom of speech. Should then an almost
socialistic government be calmly allowed to esta-
blish itseif in the New World ? What gusrantee

of safety for the plutooracy of the U. 8. A. in such

a case? Perish the thought—and long liva the
Counter-Revolution ! '

Obregon vs.
Standard O,

OUR capitalistic and reactionary

The German press of course errs raraly by way of
Caunt:;;ff volu- under-emphasizing any revolution-
ary shortcomings, but makes up

for it by Dbelittling its successes, The shocking
murdet of Dr. Rathenau is a reminder of the out-
rages of whioh the Counter-Revolution is capable
—and not in Berlin only, nor even in Belfast.
The Junkers and Big Industrialists of the Enteate
have oonsistently belitiled the German Republio
and done everything to humiliate its Government
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—thus only playing into the hands of the German
Counter-Revolution, the Prussian Junkers and
their anti-semitio confréres in Big Business. To
them the head of one of the biggest German frusts,
who had turned Socialist, who was—crowning in-
sult—a Jow, head of that Foreign Office which
hitherto had been the sacrosanct preserve of junker-
dom, and who, worst of all, made such a brilliant
success of it all: such a man, as Walther Rathe-
nau was, naturally inocurred the concentrated ha-
tred of all the reaotionaries of the German ancien
régime. Sabotage is the favourite weapon of a
minority and the dispossessed and professional
Monarchist patriots of Germany have ruthlessiy
wielded it ever since that memorable November
day in 1918 when their star set in & Dutch swamp.
News from Brunswick, a small Hanoverian Free
State and former Grand Duchy, has given an en-
sight into a typical case, where, on the Socialist
Majority taking charge of the Government, the
whole Civil Service delibsrately sabotaged the ad-

ministration of the country, leaving the Govern-.

ment of the day with no alternative but that of
“sacking the lot” and substituting men who at
least would mean well, even if they had no other
qualifications. As a result the servioe got into the

y hands of a different set of scoundrels and knaves
who, professing party loyalty, were out for personal
oot only and brought on their part things to such
a pitch that the whole Government of this little
provinoce has just had to resign. But where do we
meet with any sympathy which tries to under-
stand the inherent and often appalling difficul-
ties of any new regime? Not in our press any-
how. ’

AGAIN, facts are accumulating to

33}'7.?2'32?1, f;::- prove e?nclusively that the 'pr?sen_t
economic collapse of Russia is di-

rectly due to one thing more than any other—viz
the boycott and sabotage of the Revolution by the
old bourgeois technicians. The menual workers
in the factories, thus deprived of help by all the
other grades of employees—draughtsmen, oclerks,
finanoial advisers, scientific experts—had patur-
ally the greatest difficulty in keeping the factory
going at all. No wonder the economic life of the
country was brought so near collapse—and sll the
greater reason to see that mere violence, however
succesasful, can never usher in a new world, unless
its future citizens have- already been itrained in
the assumption of power and responsibility of in-
dustrial control. And that is exactly what the
QGuild system does. But it achieves even morg, in
that it effects the indispensable fusion of hand and
brain workers, without which wmodern civilization
is impossible. The one cannot even live without
the other, let alone achieve any satisfactory re-
sults. But the people who so utterly condemn the
bitterness with which the Soviets are persecuting
all counter-revolutionary elements, hardly allow
for the depth of feeling ereated by this cold-biood-

ed boycott of the Revolution not merely by the‘

bourgaoi_sie as such, but by the intelligeatsia i
general. To prevent such a mentality on either
side, the time-honoured Anti-Bolshevik Propa-
ganda simply won't do. A better way, the Guild
way, must be demonstrated and pracicsed.

AND nobody, one would fain believe, .
can peruse the report of the first
National Guild Conference held
in London on April 29th withont seeing in it a fur-
ther milestone on the road leading from the chaos
of capitalism to a rational order of economio.
society. The first fact that strikes one in conneo-
tion with this Conference, is that it was a
Conference, not of enthusiastic theorists and
propagandists, but of representatives of guilds
aotually eoxisting and at work. Of the 140
persons present 80 were industrial delegates, and
they had all met to consider how best to carry on
and develop, co-ordinate and propagate, the guild
system of industry, on which lines their own daily
work is already actually organized. It is
impossible to brush aside as nnpractical idealists
and mere theorizers the members for instance of
the National Buildnig Guild of England, which is
the co-ordinating organization of 140 local build-
ing guilds up and down the country, engaged in
the sotual execution of work to the value of about
two and a half miilion sterling. Whilst others talk
about a future society of emancipated workers,
these workers have already emancipated them-
selves, having shed the incubus of any capitalist
entrepreneur and working, not for profits, but for
service ; not as wage slaves, but as members of a.
profesaion.

Conference of
Eoglish Guilds.

) The Guild movement is rooted in
Trf",’:;dl’_,:;gs_ the Trade TUnions fl.nd a direct
development of theirs. As the
malignant creeper of capitalism was allowed to-
settle and batten on the young tree of the Machine
Age, Trade Unions gradually came into being
merely as a defensive measure to protect the body
of industrial workers against their complete straug-
ling by the exploitation of the capitalistic system.
So far has this parasitic creeper been allowed to-
encroach and to intertwine itself with the original.
tree of machine industry, that anything more than
the mere lopping off here and there of a few
capitalistic branches is widely being looked upon
with horror as the cutting down of all machine
industry itself. The public is inclined to look
upon tree and oreeper as necessary to each other
and even often believes that the cresper bas now
grown so big and strong, that it could do without
the tree altogether. It is essential therefore to
demonstrate that the tree itself can and must grow
more bealthily if at no point of its history
impeded by a strangling parasite, and that a
forest of trees thus growing up free. from all
osncerous infection must yield.timber unappoach-
able in quantity and quality by any parasitically
stunted grove. This the Guilds have done and are-
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-doing ; they show that the workers, when orga-
nized for serving the community, not merely gain
for themselves a moral status and material stan-
-dard unattainable as wage slaves, but also turn out
work undreamt of for quality. Incidentally, as a
4ailoring- gulldsman  showed at the Congress,
<3uilds are even good Trade Union weapons, inas-
much as they can threaten to employ men locked
-out or on strike |

UNDOUBTEDLY it is the Building

TheBirthofa Trade whioh offers the greatest

W AE%  feld for guild organization, as the
phenomenal growth of the Building Guilds proves
during the four short years of their existence.
There is no doubt, that its work and business me-
4hods—open to public inspection at every stage—
kave gained the friendship and confidence of the
-general public and professional man alike. Butother
trades are being invaded by the guild idea with a
-success whioh promises an in no way inferior fu-
ture to them. OFf the clothing guilds of Glasgow and
London we have already spoken on a previous
occasion: to-day we find the Manchester Furni-
-shing Guild having turned out work to the value of
£6000 within the 414 months of its existence and
a Herts Agricultural Guild, six months old,
having acquired 800 acres of land, But the most
interesting of all new guilds is undoubtedly the
Coventry Engineering Guild, since engineering is
the most highly speoialized form of industry and
will therefore provide a touchstone of the universal
-applicability of tne guild idea. They have got
their eye on the manufacturs of bicycles and sew-
-ing machines first, with that of tha so-mush need-

-ed agrioultural machinery for Russia as a seoond

suring to thelr bow. The progress of this guild
will be anxiously watched by friends and foes a-
like. But the oreation ofa Guild Society to su-
-persede the Capitalist State has clearly begun—
-mot heralded by the trumpets of our advertisement-
mongers nor even by the boomsof revolutionary
&guns, but quietly and unnoticed, as the sbroutin—-g.

of the future harvest in the bare black earth. Good
-luck to them all |

MISCELLANEA,

INDIANS ABROAD,
“A CRISIS OF UNEXAMPLED MAGNITUDE,"

. THE following statement with reference to the position of
Indians overseas has been issusd over the signatures of Mr,
H. B, L. Polak and Mr. C. F, Andrewa:—

The news which has recently some to us both from South
aod East Afclos and elso from Fijl ie of so serious a oharacter
that we venturs to appeal -through the Press to the people of
India to take up the osuge of Indians abroad with greater energy
and determination in ordet to save them from impending dis-
-a3ter. A orisis now faces them of unexampled magnitude and it
appoars to us very largely to depsnd on the full and emphatio
oxpression of public opinicn ip India whether the Imperial
“Confersncs resolution with regard to equal Indian status
passed at London in July 193] is to be made effective or not.

In South Afrioa, she key of the situation is Natal
The bulk of the South African Indian community isconw

centrated in that Province. Natal aotuslly owes its pros-
perity to the Indian Iabourers who were bronght in $o save it
from insglvency. The majority of Indians thers ate now
colonial born. All fresh Indian immigration has been wtop-
ped. In ashorttime the whole Indian populatien will be Scuth
African by birth, The European population, on the other
band, is oontinually being reinforsed by fmmigration from
England and clsewhere. This constant stream of frash immi-
gration from Egrope ( while immigeatisn from India is alosed)
mekes it quite ‘cerzain that the European populasion in Natad
will soon iargely outnumber the Indiam. In the other pro-
vinces of South Afrioa, the Indian population s negligible—
roughly spesking, about 21,000 as compared with nearly a
million and a balf, Enropean. Evem thir dispropordion im
greater a2 every oconsus because of the rapid increases .
of Buropeans owing to immigration. :

Yet in spite of the facts (1) that Indians were invited to
come over in the first instance, (2) that they made Natal
prosperous, (3) thas the majority of them are now South Afri-
can born, (4) that no further Indians are allowed to enter, in
spite of all thess faots, the Europedns with lozder and -Jouder
voices are incessantly demanding either (1) that the Indians
should be as far as possible repatriated or else (ii) that those
who remain should be segregated and otherwise penalised.

Bir John Lange's Coramission acknowledged these facte.
Nevertheless, even this report made recommendations whioh,
if put into practioe, would have seriously curtailed the very
fow existing Indian righte. The South African Union Govern-
ment, however, realising the importance of the issue in the
larger world outside South Africa, was able to postpone any
throeatened anti-Indian legislation &nd the sfafus quo has
go far been with some difficulty maintained.

But the anti-Asiatio party in Natal has now repeatedly
attempted to force the hands of the Union Government. It
has captured the Provinecisl Council and indused it to pass
legislation which would deprive Indiana of several of the most
important rights whioh they will retain. This has been done
in the hope either of compelling by public pressure the assent
of the Governor-General in Counoil, or elas of cbliging the
Union Government, while withi:clding assent, to pasa the
desired anti-Aeiatic legislation on its own account.

But seotion 147 of the South African Act of 1902 was
passed expressly in order to pravent provincial legislation in
Asiatic affairs, For it was recognised that provineial nar-
rowness might involve Bouth Afrioa in a complicated jnter-
national situstion. Seotion 147 was designed o reserve
the entire control from beginning to end of all matters spe-.
oially or differentially affecting Asiatios to the Governor-
General in Council, that ias to say, the Uniou Government
itaelf.

Whot ie the legislation which she Natal Provincial
Council is trying to foroe throught?

(1) There js an Ordinance to substitute for a licensing
officer, from whom thera is » right, of appeal upon certain
oonditions, a licensing board in rural areas, whoss mem-
bership will be oconfined to Europeans. This board would
have final powers of deocision in all matters relating to
the issue and transfer of licenses, thereby—in substance,
though not ic set terme—depriving Indian traders of their
former right of appeal on queationa of law.

(2) There is an Ordinance which would prevent Indians
in future from acquiring the municipal or urban franchise.
This would mesan a clear breach of an official promise made as
long ago as 1896 and the disenfranchisement for all time of
Indians born and bred in the provinoce. :

(8) There is an Ordinande whose object is to Begregate
Indians in Durban by making it legally impossible for them to
buy or ocoupy municipal land in an area earmarked for Euro-
peans, of to gell such land to Europeans iz sn area earmarked
for Indians. This is the first time that compulsory segrega-
tion has been attempted in Natal.

All this is avowedly on'y the beginning of the campaign of
tho anti-Asiatio party. If it sucoceeds, it will certainly be

followed by further legislation. This, inthe end, must either
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reduce the Indian population inj South Africa to politioal,

social and economic servitude, or else drive it frora the ocoun-
try.

At the last Imperial Conference the hope was expressed.
that by means of direct negotiations between India and Sonth
Afcica “some way can be found, as scon as may be, to reach a
more satisfaptory position,” The fact that direct negotia-;
tions heve pow been apened lsads one to presume that it ia not
the desire of the Union Government to precipitale a rupture
with India. But the Indiaa Government will suffer greatly in
making its own position elear to the South African Govern-
ment, if it has not the united strengih of the people of India
behind it. We would venturs, therefore, to urge that on this
guestion a unity of all thinking people in India with the Indian
Giovernment is ¢ssential in order to obtain a successful end
to such direct negotiation.

In East Africa, we meet with a situation which. if anything,
is more dangerous even than that in Natal. Kenya is not a
self-governing Dominion, but a Crown Coiony. Constitutional-
1y, the administration is nothing more than a branch of the
Colonial Office in London. The Goverpor is a subordinate
taking orders from the Secretary of State for the Colonies:
Great Pritain is direotly responsible,

At the Imperial Conference, Great Britain accepted the
Imperial Conference resolution with regard to equal Indian
status. Mr. Winsston Churehill was chairmar of the speciaj
committoe that drafted this resolution. He himself acecepted
the resolution on behalf of the Colonial Office. What
followed is almosat inconceivable. Scarcely had the ink of his
signature dried upon the paper than the Governor of Kenya
was sent baock by Mr. Winston Churchill himself with a secret
document containing proposals fuadamentally opposed to the
very resolution of the Imperial Conference whioh he himself
had just signed. If this document had been accepted by the
Indisns in Kenya and had become law, it would have
perpetuated the inferiority of Indians to Europeans in almost
every partioular. It would have msade raecial differentiation
and raclal segregation a part of the law of the land.

Thete are four primary disabilities under which Indianms
labour in Kenya.

(1) They may not acquire transfer of agricultural land

in the Highlands,
When the Indians protested against this invidions dis€in-
otion, they were told that the Colonial Office had made a

pledge to the Europezns, which could not be broken. The so-

called pledge referred to is that of Lord Elgin in 1908. Lord
Elgin's despatoh, however, needs to be read asm whole. The
‘1ocal officials are told to issue the original Crown granis of

lands for reasons of administrative convenience, solely to

Kuropeans. But he added that his Majesty's Government

would not countenance legislation differentially affecting. the -

Indian population. It will be seen at once that no bar wase

plaoced upon the open transfor of the original Crown grants at -

any fature sale to any purohaser who had rights in the. coun-

try. The Indians had the right of purchase. Am Act of the

Leglslature would have been required to take these rights

away. Buthis Majesty's Government had expressly stated -

that no such racial legislation would be countenanced.

The so-called pledge to Europeans has been amply ful- -

filled. We have been told on official authority that practically
all the original Crown grants in the Highlands have now
been rcade, and Europeans have had them all.  But the
actual dosumentary promise to Indians thas legal differentia-
tion would not be countenanced by his Majesty's Government
has been oallously broken. For in 1915 during the war, when
the Indian commupity was helpless under Martial Law, an

Ordinance of the Legislature was passed empowering the

Governot to vote the transfer of land in any part of the
then proteoctorate between persons of different races.

degire to acquire legal tranafer of land in the Highlands.

(2) Itis part of the deolared polioy ofthe European

This |
bhas been unfailingly exercised against Indians who may '

settlers to enforce Birioi compulsory segregation, both Te-
sidentia]l and commeroial.

(8) The Europexn Convention of Assoociations is en-~-
deavouring to deny Indians equal franchise on a common
electoral roll.

(4) Fionlly, in order to make Kenya a characteristioslly
and distinotively British Colony, to quote Mr, Winston
Chorohill's phrase, and in the so-called interests of the
native, the Colonial Secretary proposes to regulate strictly,
in other worls, to prohiblt, Indian immigration.

In thia last olause lies the most urgent peril to the
Indian community. If further immigration oan be peohibited
and if Kenya can be forced to lock economically towards
London rather than Bombay, then the European settlers ars
well aware tbat they will be able to control permanently the
unyproteoted Indian domiciled residents, merely grantiog them
such minor concessions as would do no harm, ‘rom their
point of view. The sinister significance to Indians of shis last
propasal lies in the fact that itis intended to cut India
comptetely off from its age-long contact with East Africa,
and Mr. Winston Churchill has openly deolared his desire
to establish a great administrative unit, consisting of Eenya,
Uganda, Tangabnyikas and Zanzibar, and having & common .
policy. ‘

When we turn to Uganda we find the same anti-Indian.
influence of the Colonial Office clearly at work in the recent
decision ahout Kampala which enforces racial segregation.

In Fiji, as a reoent telegram bas announced, the European
residents, who form less than one-fiftieth of the population.
‘have openly deolared that they are nawlilling to accept and.
are determined to resist the local application of the Imperial
Conference resolution regarding equal Indian status, There -
oan be little doubt that this movement of revclt agains: the
resolution will apread further,

‘We are of the opinion that nothing ocould be more dis-
aatrous in India at the pressnt time than a widspread convie-
tion thas the Colonial Office is determined vo reduce so vital
a dooument as that embodying the Imperial Conference
resolution of July 1921 with regard to equal Indian atatus to a.
mere * sorap of paper, ' The time appears to us to have come
for the Indian Gaveroment itseif to declare that there is no
possibility of the people of India being willing to remain per-
manently within the British Commonwealth of nations except
upon the terms of actual and mnot merely theorstical racial
equality. Such a declaration would clear the air. It would
show more plainly than anything else to the Colonial Office
in London and to the South African Union Government thas,
by these perpetual humiliations and disabilities to Indians
abroad, they are foroing an issue from whioh they themselves.
may well recoil.

IN INNER DEVELOPMENI.

. MR, Ernest Wood, after long Residence in the-
Eas.t,:_has,_-Written a series of Books based upon
Indian Practice in self Development, and -prepared
with an Intimate Knowledge on the Subject.
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